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to  the  -  -  -  -  •  -    4    257 
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Island.     Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

in  relation  to  the  public  works  at  the  Pea  Patch        -    2      28         1 

J. 

Jesup,  relating:  to  the  settlement  of  that  part  of  Florida 
now  overrun  by  hostile  Indians.  Letter  of  General 
Thomas  S. 3     163         1 

Johnson  and  Samuel  Love,  for  payment  for  horses  lost  by 
them  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States.     Documentrelatingtotheclaimof  Andrew  J.     3     171         1 

Jones,  United  States  consul  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the 
Korihwest  American  Company  to  the  west  coast  of 
America.     Communication  of  John  C.        -  -     I         1       34 

Jones,  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  officers  of  the  army  who 
were  killed  or  di<>d  in  Florida.  Letter  of  Adjutant 
General  R. 3     163         1 

Jones  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the 
Banks  in  Wisconsin  Territory.  Correspondence 
between  Hon.  G.  W.  -  -  -  -3    193        1 

Jordan.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  Captain    •  -  -  -     2     122         1 

Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
.    States.     Statement  of  the  amount  of  travel  of  each 

of  the         .  .  -  -  -  -    2      50        1 

K. 

Kearney,  praying  the  establishment  of,  and   proposing  a 

plan  for,  a  national  hank.     Memorial  of  Philip         -     3     177         1 

Keene.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Y.     -  -2     123         1 

Kennedy.     Report  of   the   Committee   on     Private   Land 

Claims  on  the  petition  of  Joshua    -  -  -    2      4S         I 

Kennedy.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 

-     the  petition  of  Joshua  -  -  -  -     2      92         1 

Kishwaukee,  in  that  State.     Petition  of  citizens  of  Illinois 

for  a  land  office  at  -  -  -  -    2      83         I 

Kreps,  to  a  lot  in  Mobile.  Report  of  the  refi^ister  and  receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  St.  Ste|)hens  recommending  for 
confirmation  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of 
Hugo 5    278         1 

Krudcner,  Minister  of  Russia,  to  Mr.  Dickins,  acting  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  relation  to  the  convention  of  IS21 
with  that  Government.     Letter  of  Baron     -  -     1         1       25 

Krudener,  Minister  of  Russia,  to  Mr.  Forsyili,  Secretary  of 

State,  in  relation  to  the  convention  of  1S24  whh  ,  o- 

that  Government.     Lctteis  of  Baron  -  -     I         1    Vol) 
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L. 

Lake  Erie.     Annual  report  respecting  the  harbftrs  on         -     1         1     1S9 
Lake  Ontario.     Report  relative  to  the  harbors  on  the  south 

shore  of       -  -  -  -  .     I         1     29 

Lake  Erie  in  1S38.     Report  of  the  Topographical  Bureau 

relative  to  the  harbors  on  -  •  ^-     1         1     37 

Like  Michigan.  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin 
for  appropriations  to  construct  harbors  on  the  wes- 
tern shore  of  -  -  -  -  -  3  150 
Lakes.  Petition  of  citizens  upon  the  northern  and  western 
frontiers  praying  the  employment  of  a  steam  revenue 
cutter  on  the  great  western               -            -  -     3     IS  I 

Lakes  and  the  Atlantic.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Com* 
merce  on  the  memorials,  &c.,  in  favor  of  the  con- 
struction of  steam  revenue  cutters  on  the  great  wes- 
tern -  -  .  -  .  .    5    299 

Lands.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  relative  to 
the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public        -  -  -  -  --114 

Lands  sold,  with  the  payments,  expenses,  <fec.,  in  1837  and 

1838.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of  public  -     1       17 

Land  Office,  on  the  operations  of  that  office  in  1837  and 

1S38.     Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General     1       17 

Land  Office.  Statement  of  the  lands  sold.  Treasury  notes 
and  scrip  received  in  payment,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  General  -  -  -  -     1       1"* 

Lands  in  the  Chickasaw  cession  of  1832,  within  certain 
periods,  at  the  graduated  prices.  Documents  relating 
to  the  sales  of  -  -  -  -  -     2       29 

Lands.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  re- 
lation to  the  sales  of  the  public       •  -  -     2       68 

Land  district  in  that  State.     Petitions  of  citizens  of  Illinois 

for  a  new    -  -  -  -  -  -     2      83 

Land  offices.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

in  relation  to  ih(^  number  and  condition  of  the  several     3     1 14 

Lands  in  Illinois.  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  an  immediate  survey  of  the 
public  -  .  -  -  -  -    2     131 

Linds  for  public  purposes.  Report  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  parish  of  Concordin,  in  the  State  oT  Louisiana, 
for  a  grant  of  public  -  -  -  -     2     135 

Land  district  in  the  northern  part  of  that  State.     Petition 

of  citizens  of  Illinois  for  a  -  -  -  -    2     136 

Lands  within  that  Territory  may  be  extinsfuished. 
Memorial  of  the  Territorial  Legislalure  of  Wiscon- 
sin, prayino:  that  the  title  of  the  Menomonie  Indians 
to    -  - 3     US 

Lands  in  Illinois.  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the 
public  -  -  -  -  -  -    3     152 
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Land  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Embarrass  river.  Re- 
solutions of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  to  obtain  a 
donation  of  a  townsnip  of  -  -  -  -    3     153 

Lands  in  the  occupancy  of  citizens  of  Illinois.  Documents 
relating  to  the  alleged  encroachment  of  the  "  Polish 
exiles"  on  improved  -  -  -  -    3     161 

Lands,  <fec.,  become  a  law.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  showing  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury, 
had  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate  for  a 
limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public    3     169 

Lands  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed.  Report  from  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  on  the  bill  grant- 
ing to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Com- 
pany a  portion  of  the  public  -  -  -     3     172 

Lands  at  the  minimum  price.  Petition  of  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad 
Company  and  others,  praying  permission  to  enter 
25(),U00  acres  of  the  public  -  -  -    3     184 

Lands.    Resolutions  of  the   General    Assembly  of   New 

Jersey,  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  public   -    3    207 

Land  claims  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Report  from  the 
Coramitiee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act  confirming  certain      -  -  -    3    227 

Land  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  to  enable  them  to  forma 
settlement  in  said  Territory.  Memorial  of  citizens 
of  Missouri,  praying  a  grant  of        -  -  -,3    237 

Lands  in  that  State  as  are  occupied  by  actual  settlers,  and 
to  grant  pre  emption  rights  to  such  settlers.  Reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  in 
favor  of  an  exchange  of  such  school  -  -    3     243 

Lands  in  Indiana,  to  be  allowed  the  right  of  pre-emption. 
Document  relating  to  the  claim  of  settlers  on  the 
pubhc         -  -  -  -  -  -    4    256 

Land  to  emigrants  and  settlers  in  the  Oregon  Territory. 
Memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  a 
donation  of  -  -  -  -  -    4    266 

'Land  oflice  at  St.  Stephens,  recommending  the  confirmation 
of  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  Hugo  Kreps 
to  a  lot  of  land  in  Mobile.  Report  from  the  register 
and  receiver  of  the  -  -  -  -     5     278 

Lands,  prepared  and  printed  under  a  resolulion  of  the 
Senate  of  February  28,  1837.  Motion  by  Mr. 
Webster,  directing  the  distribution,  in  part,  of  the 
acts  of  Congress,  &c.,  respectinij  the  public  -    5     280 

Laplaisance  pier.     Report  relative  to  the  improvement  of   -     I         1     193 

Laplaisance  bay  to  the  Detroit  and  Chicago  road.  Estimate 

for  the  completion  of  the  road  from  -  -     1         1     29 

Laventure   and   others.      Report  from  the  Committee  on 

Private  Land  (claims  on  the  claim  of  Francis      '     -    2       76 

Library  of  Con2:ress.  Memorial  of  the  American  Society  for 
the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,  praying  that  the 
works  published  by  said  society  may  be  added  to  the    3    235 
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Li^t  house  for  Flynn's  Knoll,  New  York,  accompanied 

with  a  map.     Report  relative  to  the  -  -     1         1     211 

Laght-honse  and  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river.  Re- 
solution of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  in 
fovor  of  the  erection  of  a    -  -  -  -    3    244         1 

Light  house  at  the  inlet  of  Little  Egs^  harbor.  Memorial 
of  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  erection  of  a 

List  of  invalid  privateer  pensioners  for  1838 

Utile  Egg  harbor  in  1838.  Report  relative  to  the  improve- 
ment of       .  - 

Little  Ejffg  harbor.  Petition  of  tlie  citizens  of  New  Jersey 
for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  at  the  inlet  of 

Live  oak  in  I83b.     Contracts  for  the  furnishing  of 

Loomis  and  Gay,  for  compensation  for  extra  work  on  the 

Cumberland  road.     Petition  of        ^  -  -    2      22         1 

Long  Island  sound  in  1S38.    Report  of  the  condition  ol  the 

works,  &c.,  on-  -  -  -  -11    395 

Lcmisiana,  in  favor  of  the  improvement  of  the  Atchafalaya 
and  Red  rivers,  and  the  removal  of  the  obstructions 
opposite  Alexandria.  Resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  -  ...  -    3    214         1 

Louisiana,  adverse  to  the  Sub-Treasury  system,  and  in 
favor  of  the  incorporation  of  a  national  bank.  Re- 
solutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  -  -    3    231         1 

Lotiisville  and  New  Orleans.     Report  of  the  improvements 

on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  between  -     1         I     312 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  pas- 
sengers on  board  of  vessels  propelled  by  steam. 
Memorial  of  citizens  of        -  -  -  -     1       13        1 

Love,  for  horses  lost  in  the  United  States  service.  Docu- 
ments relating  to  the  claims  of  Andrew  J.  Johnson 
and  Samuel  M.        -  -  -  .  .    3     171         1 

Lusser,  praying  confirmation  of  titles  to  certain  lands. 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  J.  B.  de         -  -    3     173        1 

M. 

Macadamized  road.     {See  Roads.) 

McCartney.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 

the  petition  of  John  -  -  -  -    3     218         1 

McCormick  in  relation  to  the  prevention  of  explosions  of 

steam  boilers.     Letters  of  Loudon  G.  -  -    3    217         1 

McCrory.      Report   of  the   Committee  on  Revolutionary 

Claims  on  the  petition  of  James       -  -  -     2     121         1 

Mcintosh.     Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim 

of  John        •  .  -  -  -  .    3     195         1 

Macou nse  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  Swan  creek 

and  Black  river  Indians  in  Michigan,  west  of  the 

Mississippi.     Letter  of  Francis        -  -  -    3     155        2 

Madison  papers.     Report  of  thfe  Joint  Committee  on  the  part  , 

of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the         -    2    145        1 
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Madison,  praying  remuneration  for  his  services,  &c.  in  the 
United  States  army.  Petition  of  Mira  M.  Alexander, 
heir  of  George        -  -  -  -    3     170         1 

Magnetism  and  the  application  of  the  dipping  needle  to  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  latitudes  and  longitudes.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  memo- 
rial of  H.  H.  Sherwood  on  the  subject  of  terrestrial     3    253         1 

Mail  for  the  year  ending  July  1, 1838.  Report  of  Postmas- 
ter General  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts 
for  the  transport9,tion  of  the  -  -  -    4    254         1 

Mail  route  by   stages  from  Mississippi  City   to  Jackson  "^ 

City,  and  the  distribution  of  the  Mississippi  mail  at 
Mobile.  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi 
in  favor  of  establishing  a    -  -  .  -    4     275         I 

Maine.  Report  of  General  Wool,  with  the  report  and 
sketches  of  Major  Graham,  of  the  corps  of  Topo- 
graphical  Engineers,  in  reference  to  a  reconnoisance 
of  the  frontier  of     -  -  -  -  -    2      35         1 

Maine.  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  4th  January,  1839, 
and  extract  from  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers, 
2()th  February,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  defence 
of  the  frontier  of     •  -  -  -  -    3    251         1 

Maine  and  ihe  British  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick.  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  let- 
ters from  Governor  Fairfield,  of  Maine,  and  copies 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  State  Depart- 
ment atid  the  British  Minister,  in  relation  to  the 
dispute  between  the  State  of  -  -  -    4    270         1 

Maine  and  New  Brunswick.-  Message  of  the  President 
transmitting  additional  documents,  with  a  memoran- 
dnm  of  aofreement  between  the  British  Minister  and 
Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  be- 
tween  -  -  -  -  -  -4    27 11 

Maine  and  New  Brunswick.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  be- 
tween the  State  of  -  -  -  -    4    272        1 

Maine.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of  the  boundary 
line  of  the  frontier  of  -  -  -  -    5    287         1 

Manitowoc  river.     (^See  River.) 

Maryland,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  of  Havre-de-Grace.  Resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  -  -  -    3    226         I 

Marshals  for  distributing  venires,  and  the  fees  now  allow- 
ed to  the  Marshal  of  New  Hampshire  for  that  ser- 
vice. Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to  the  allowances  to  -  -  -    4    2G5         1 

Maumee  river.    (*S>e  Rivers.) 

Memphis  and  St.  Francis  road  in  1838.  Report  of  opera- 
tions on  the  -  -  -  -  -     1         1     288 

Memphis  and  St.  Francis  road  for  1839.    Estimate   of 

funds  for  the  -  -  -  -  -    1        1    289 


INPEX. 


XXVll 
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Mexico  in  1838.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  in  relation  to  -  -  -  - 

Mexico  and  France.  Memorial  of  the  New  York  Peace 
Society  lor  the  United  (States  to  interpose  as  a  me- 
diator between         -  -  -  •  - 

Mexico.  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  in  favor 
of  an  allowance  of  drawback  on  merchandise  ex- 
ported by  land  to    - 

Miami  Indiatis.     [See  Indians.) 

Michel,  for  himself  and  his  son  and  others,  praying  confir- 
mation of  claims  to  land  in  Mobile.   Petition  of  Albin 

31ichel,  in  behalf  of  ilie  heirs  of  J.  B.  de  Lusser,  praying 
the  confirmation  of  titles  to  certain  lands.  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the 
petion  of  Albin        -  -  .  . 

Michigan  City.  Resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of 

Michigan  river.     [See  Rivers,) 

Michigan.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  cer< 
tain  land  cluims  in  the  Slate  of      - 

Michigan,  praying  an  appropriation  to  complete  certain 
military  roads  in  that  State.  Memorial  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of      -  -  - 

ilichigaiij  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  steam  revenue 
cutter,  to  be  employed  on  the  northern  lakes.  Re- 
solutions of  the  General  Assembly  of 

Michigan,  in  favor  of  an  exchange  of  school  lands  in  that 
State  that  are  occupied  by  actual  settlers,  and  to 
s^rant  pre-emption  ricrlits  to  Siich  settlers.  Resolu- 
iion  of  the  General  Assembly  of      - 

Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  a  light  house  and  pier 
at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river.  Resolutions  of  the 
Le;iislature  of  -  -  - 

Michigim,  in  favor  of  measures  to  insure  the  recoofuiiion 
by  foreisrn  powers  of  the  rights  of  naturalized  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stales,  l^esolulious  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  -  -  - 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in   1838. 
board  of  visiters  to  the 

Uilitary  Academy  at  West  Point  in  1838. 
fiscal  committtee  of  the 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in  1838. 
expenditures  of  the 

Military  Academy  at   West  Point  in    1838. 
commiitee  on  internal  police 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in   1838. 

committee  on  scientific  and  moral  instruction  for  the 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point  for  1839.     Estimate  of  the 
funds  for  the  .  •  .  -  . 
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Military  roads.     {See  RDads.) 

Militia  of  the  United  States.  Resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Vermont,  in  relation  to  a  more  thorough  or- 
ganization of  the    -  -  -  -  -    2      59         1 

Militia  system.     Memorial  of  citizens  of  Tompkins  county, 

New  York,  for  a  revision  of  the      -  -  -    2      24         1 

Militia  for  the  year  1838.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  transmitting  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the     -    3     181         1 

Militia  of  the  United  States.  Memorial  of  Messrs.  Partridge 
and  Burke  in  behalf  of  the  State  military  convention 
of  Vermont  praying  the  adoption  of  a  plan  proposed 
by  them  for  the  reorganization  of  the  -  -    3     197         1 

Milwaukie  river.     [See  Hivers,) 

Mint  ill  1838.     Report  of  the  operations  of  the      -  -    2      98        1 

Mint  for  the  year  1837.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  showing  the  operations  of  the      -  -    5    279         1 

Mint  and  branches  during  the  year  1838.  Report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
coinage,  deposites  for  coinage,  and  expenses  of  the     5    283         I 

Mississippi  City  Company,  praying  a  grant  of  land  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Mississippi 
City  to  Paulding.     Petition  of  the  -  -  -    2      70         1 

Mississippi  river.     (See  Rivers,) 

Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  <fec.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  on  the  bill  granting  to  the  -    3     172        1 

Mississippi,  in  favor  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Mis- 
sissippi City  to  Jackson  City,  and  of  the  distribution 
of  the  Mississippi  mail  at  Mobile.  Resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  -  -  -  -    4    275         1 

Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  post  route 
from  Ellisville  toPauldinjr,  a  post  office  at  Clai- 
borne, a  mail  route  from  Mississippi  City  to  Natchez, 
a  mail  route  from  Macon  to  Gainesville  in  Alabama, 
a  change  of  the  route  of  the  grand  mail  from 
Jackson  City  to  Natchez,  and  a  mail  stage  line  from 
Gallatin  to  Grand  Gulf,  and  from  Gilchrist's  store  to 
Rodney.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  5    285         I 

Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  main  mail 
route  directly  from  Jackson,  the  seat  of  Government 
of  Mississippi,  to  Columbus.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  -  -  •  -  -     5    286         1 

Missouri,  in  favor  of  a  port  of  entry  in  the  western  part  of 
said  State,  and  an  allowance  of  drawback  on  mer- 
chandise exported  by  land  to  Mexico  -  -    3     225         1 

Mobile.  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  in 
favor  of  a  mail  route  from  Mississippi  to  Jackson, 
and  the  distribution  of  the  Mississippi  mail  at        -    4     275         1 

Moneys  in  foreign  countries.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  relative  to  collecting,  keeping,  and  disburs- 
ing public    -  -  -  -  -  -2113        1 
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Moigan,  of  Missouri,  for  military   services  in    Florida. 

Documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Colonel  A.  G.    3    228        1 
Horns.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  Joseph      -  -  -  -    2     101         1 

Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  railroad.    ( See  Railroads. ) 
Muscle  Shoals  canal.    {See  Canals.) 

N. 

Nag's  Head,  on  the  coast  of  that  State.  Resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation for  opening  an  inlet  at        -  -  -    2     104        1 

National  bank.    {See-  Banks.)  ' 

National  foundry.    {See  Foundry.) 

Naturalization  laws.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Louisiana  pray- 
ing a  modification  of  the    -  -  -  -    3    246         1 

Naturaliz^  citizens  may  be  defined.    Memorial  of  E.  A. 

Theller,  praying  that  the  rights  of  -  -  -  '  3    165        1 

Naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  meaisures  to  insure  the  recognition  by  foreign 
powers  of  the  rights  of        -  -  -  -    4    262        1 

Naturalized  citizens  residing  in  Michigan,  praying  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  to  secure  the  recognition  of  their 
rights  as  citizens  of  the  United  States.    Memorial  of    4    263        i 

Nautical  schools.  Letters  from  the  president  of  the  Boston 
Port  Society,  a  committee  of  the  Boston  Marine 
Society  and  others,  relative  to  apprenticing  boys  in 
merchant  vessels  and  the  establishment  of  -  -    5    300         1 

Naval  service.  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs on  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  construc- 
tion of  one  or  more  steam  vessels  of  war,  and  their 
employment  in  the  -  -  -  -  -    4    267        1 

Navy  for  1S38.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  -     I        1     594 

Navy  for  1839.    Estimates  for  the  support  of  the  -  -     1        1     601 

Navy  for  1838.    Lbt  of  officers,  vessels,  and  stations  for 

the  vessels  of  the  United  States      -  -  -     1        1    631 

Navy  pensioners  for  1838.    List  of  -  -  -    1        1    637 

Navy  pension  fund  for  1838.  Report  of  the  condition  of  the     1        1  .  659 

Navy  hospital  fund  for  1838.    Statenaeut  of  the  condition 

of  the         -  .  -  -  -  -    1         1    659 

Navy  in  1838.    List  of  deaths  in  the         -  -  -     1         1     660 

Navy  in  1838.    List  of  dismissions  from  the         -  -    1         1     661 

Navy  for  1838.  Statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  Commissioners 
of  theV      -  -  -  .  -  -18        1 

Navy,  prapng  an  increase  of  their  pay.  Petition  of  suigeons 

of  the         .  -  .  -  -  -     1      10        1 

Navy.  Petition  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutters,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  the  same  pay  as  the  officers  of  the    2      16        1 

Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy.  Report  from  the  Sec- 
letaryofthe  -     .      -  -  -  -    2    128        1 
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Navy  pension  fund.  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  on  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act  of 
March  3,  1837,  for  the  more  equitable  administration 
of  the         -  -  -  -  -  -    2    146        1 

Neenah  river.     {See  Rlters.) 

Nesselrode  to  Mr.  Wilfcins,  November  8,  1835.    Letter  of 

Count  -  -  -  -  -  .     1         I      43 

Nesselrode  to  Mr.  Wilkins,  November  28,  1835.     Letter  of 

Count         -  .  -  -  -  -     1         1       48 

Nesselrode  to  Mr.  Dallas,  February  23,  1838.    Letter  of 

Count         -  -  -  -  -  -     I         1       57 

Nesselrode  to  Mr.  Dallas,  March  9,  1838.    Letter  of  Count    1         I       68 

Nieutrality  law,  and  that  Congress  demand  redress  for  the 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline.  Memorial  of 
citizens  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the 
repeal  of  the  -  -  -  -  -    5    308        1 

New  Albany  and  Mount  Carmel  Railroad  Company.  {See 
Railroads.) 

New  Brunswick.  Message  from  the  President,  with  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  dispute  between  Maine  and    4    270        I 

New  Brunswick.  Message  from  the  President,  with  addi- 
tional  documents  in  relation  to  the  dispute  between 
Maine  and  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    271        1 

New  Brunswick.  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations^  on  the  subject  of  the  difficulties  between 
Maine  atid  -  -  -  .  .  -    4    272        1 

New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  the  adjustment  of  claims  for 
spoliations  committed  by  France  prior  to  1800.  Re- 
solutions  df  the  Legislature  of        -  -  -    5    293        1 

New  Jersey,  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  public 

lands.    Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of     -    3    307        1 

North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  rescinding  the  expunging  reso- 
lutions and  against  the  Sub-Treasury  system.  Re- 
solutions of  the  Legislature  of        -  -  -    2      81         1 

North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for  opening  an 
inlet  near  Na^s  Head,  on  the  coast  of  that  State.  Re- 
solutions of  the  Legislature  of        -  •  -    2    104        1 

North  Carolina,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
duction, &c.  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  Re- 
solutions of  the  Legislature  of        -  -  -    2    105        1 

North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law  directing 
the  coinage  of  small  change  at  the  branch  Mint  of 
that  State.  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  -  - 3    179        1 

Northeastern  boundary.  Message  of  the  President  trans- 
mitting a  coiumunication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  relative 
to  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2    141        1 

Northeastern  frontier  of  the  Fnited  States.  Document  re- 
lating to  the  defence  of  the  -  -  -  -    3    251        1 


INDEX.  xxxi 

Vol.    No.    Page. 

Northeastern  frontier  of  the  United  Stated.  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  accompanying 
documents  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  on  the        -    4    270        1 

Northeastern  frontier  of  the  United  States.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  additional  do-       ^ 
cuments  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  on  the  -    4    271        1 

Northeastern  frontier  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  in  relation  to  the 
existing  difficulties  on  th^  -  -  -    4    273        1 

Northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 
Report  of  the  (Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  the      -  -    5    287        t 

O. 

Oak  Orchard  creek  harbor  in  1838.    Report  relativfe  to  the 

situation  of  -  -  -  --11     291 

Oak  Orchard  creek.    Statistical  facts  in  relation  to  -     1         1     299 

Officers  of  the  line  of  the  army  praying  an  equalization  of 
pay  with  the  officers  of  the  staff.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on  the  petitions  from    4    276        1 

Offices  created  and  the  salaries  thereof;  of  offices,  the  sala- 
ries of  which  have  been  increased,  with  the  amount 
of  such  increase  during  the  same  period.  State- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  appropria- 
tions made  during  the  3d  session,  25th  Congress; 
of  the         .  -  -  -  -  -    6    305        1 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.    {See  Rivers,) 

Ohio  river  above  the  falls  in  1838.  Report  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  -  -  -  -  -     1 

Ohio  river  in  1837  and  1838.     Report  of  examinations  and 

surveys  of  the         -  -  -  -  *    1 

Ohio  fiver  and  Pittsburg.    Table  of  shoals  and  bars,  <kc. 

between  the  falls  of  the      -  -  -  -     1 

Ohio  river  for  1839.    Estimate  for  continuing  the  works 

above  the  falls  in  the  -  -  -  -     1 

Ohio  river.     Memorial  of  M.  Allen  and  others  for  an  ap-  . 
propriation  for  the  improvement  of  the        -  -    2 

Ordnance,  showing  cost  of  brass  and  iron  cannon  and 

howitzers.    Statement  of  G.  Bomford,  Col.  of         -    3 

Ontario  lake  in  1838.    Report  relative  to  harbors  on  the 

south  shore  of        -  -  -  -  -    1 

Ordnance  Department  in  1838.    Report  from  the  Colonel 

of  the  -  -  r  .  -  -    1 

Ordnance  Department  in  1838.    Table  of  expenditures  in 

the I 

Oregon  Territory,  praying  Congress  to  take  possession,  &c. 

of  said  Territory.    Memorial  of  citizens  of  -    3 

Oregon  Territory,  to  enable  them  to  form  a  settlement  in 
said  Territory.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri 
praying  a  grant  of  laml  in  the       -  -  -    3    237 
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Oregon  Territory.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Michigan  pray- 
ing a  donation  of  land  to  themselves  and  others  who 
may  emigrate  to  and  settle  in  the    -  -  - 

Oswego.    Report  relative  to  the  improvements  at 

Oswego  for  1839.     Estimate  of  funds  for  the  works  at 

Oswego.    Statistical  facts  relative  to  -  -  - 

P. 

Pachalick  of  Egypt.  Message  from  tha  President  of  the 
United  States  communicating  copies  of  the  corres- 
pondence in  relation  to  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion carried  on  within  the  Turkish  dominions  and     3    200        1 

Page.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  Joseph  W.  -  .  -  -  -    2      62         1 

Palmerston.  Secretary  of  State,  &c.  of  Great  Britain,  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  Minister,  &c.  at  London,  in  relation 
to  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  brigs  Comet, 
Encomium  and  Enterprise.  Correspondence  be- 
tween Lord 

Pamlico  rivei  in  1838.    Report  relative  to  improvement  of 

Partridge  and  Edmund  Burke,  in  behalf  of  the  State  military 
convention  of  Vermont,  praying  the  adoption  of  a 
plan  proposed  by  them  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States.    Memorial  of  Alden    - 

Passau,  relative  to  entering  on  otiier  lands  in  lieu  of  lands  he 
has  been  deprived  of.    Petition  of  George  D. 

Passengers  who  have  arrived  in  each  collection  district 
from  foreign  countries  during  the  year  1838.  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  statements  of  the 
number  and  designation  of  ... 

Patents,  in  relation  to  the  collection  and  distribution  of 
seeds  and  plants.    Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 

Paxton,  for  services  in  the  Indian  war.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  on  the  claim  of  Joseph 

Pe6hatonic  river.    (See  Mivers) 

Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  authorizes  the 
warden  to  let  out  the  labor  of  convicts  by  contract. 
Memorial  of  cordwainers  praying  a  repeal  of  so 
much  of  the  act  concerning  the       -  -  -    3     174         1 

Pensions  for  1838.    Report  of  the  Commissioners  of         -    1         1    652 

Pensioners  in  1838.    List  of  -  -  -  -    1        1     654 

Pensioners  in  1838.    List  of  deaths  of       -  -  -    1         I     666 

Pension  Office  agents.    Statement  of  the  balances  in  the 

hands  of     -  -  -  -  -,-11     659 

Pensioners  of  the  navy  for  1838.    List  of  -  -  -     1         1    637 

Pensioners  of  the  navy  for  1837  and  1838.    Statement  of 

expenditures  on  account  of  -  -  -     1         1     662 

Pensioners  in  the  next  general  census.    Message  from  the 

President  recommending  the  return  of  the  names  of    6    282        I 

Pensions  paid  annually  from  March  4, 1789,  to  December  31, 
1838.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  with 
statemeuts  of  the  amount  of  revolutionary  -    6    307        1 
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Peru  Bolivian   confederation.      Convention  between  the 

United  States  and  the         -  -  -  -     1         1      88 

Petersburg  Railroad  Company,  praying  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  withheld  from  them  ror  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail.    Memorial  of  the  -  -    2      33        I 

Petersburg  Railroad  Company.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  on  the  memorial 
of  the  -  -  -  .  .  -    2     132        1 

Piatt.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

OD  the  petition  of  Robert  Piatt,  heir  of  Daniel        -    2    126        1 

Piers  in  the  Delaware  river,  near  Delaware  City.  Memo- 
rial of  citizens  of  Philadelphia  praying  the  erection 
of  -  -  .  -  .  -    3     175        1 

Piers,  and  deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon 
river.  Report  of  the  survey  and  estimate  for  the 
coostructiou  of       -  -  -  -  -    3    180        1 

Pier  at  the   mouth  of  Clinton    river.     Resolution  of  the 

Legislature  of  Michigan  in  favor  of  the  erection  of    3    244        1 

Kgeon  river.  Letter  of  J.  J.  Abort  of  the  Topographical 
Bureau,  transmittirig  report  and  estimate  for  the  erec- 
Uon  of  piers,  and  deepening  the  channel  of  -    3    180        1 

Pittsburg  and  the  falls  in  1838.    Table  of  the  shoals  and 

huB  m  the  Ohio  river  between        -  -  -    1        1    328 

Poland.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rela- 
tive to  the  execution  of  the  acts  granting  land  to 
certain  exiles  from  -  -  -  -  -2561 

Polish  exiles  on  improved  lands  in  the  occupancy  of  citi- 

^-^^-.^  zens  of  Illinois.     Documents  relating  to  the  al- 

leged  encroachments  of  the  -  -  -    3     161         1 

Pool,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  praying  the  patronage  of 
Congress  to  a  proposed  publication  showing  more 
perfectly  the  latitude  and  longitude  and  the  varia- 
tion of  the  compass.    Memorial  of  William  C.        -    3    204        1 

Porter,  charge  d'affaires  at  Constantinople,  with  consular 
returns,  dec.  in  relation  to  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation carried  on  within  the  Turkish  dominions 
and  Pachalick  of  Egypt.  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  communicating  copies  of  cor- 
respondence with  Commodore        -  -  -    3    200        1 

Portland  harbor  in  1833.    Report  of  the  improvements  at       1         1    390 

Portland  harbor.  EiStimate  of  funds  necessary  for  the  im- 
provements at         -  -  -  -  -    1        1    391 

Fbrtland  harbor  in  1838.    Map  of  the  improvements  of     -    1         1    392 
Port  of  entry.    Documents  relating  to  the  making  of  In- 
dian Key  a  •  -  -  -  •    2      26        1 

Port  of  entry  in  the  western  part  of  said  State,  and  an  al- 
lowance of  drawback  on  rnerchandise  exported  by 
laud  to  Mexico.  Mennorial  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Miscoori  in  favor  of  a  -  «  •    3    226        1 
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Port  of  entry  at  Indian  Key.    Memorial  of  masters  of  ' 
wrecking  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  opposed  to 
the  estaUishment  of  a  -  -  -  -    3      55         1 

Postage,  corresponding  with  the  plan  under  consideration 
in  the  British  Parliament.  Document  on  the  sub- 
ject of  reducing  and  equalizing       -  -  -    3     194        I 

Postmaster  General,  on  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment.   Annual  report  of  the      -  -  -     I         1     664 

Postmaster  General.    Annual  report  of  Asssistant  -     1         1     668 

Post  offices  to  be  kept  open  on  Sundays.  Petition  of  Tru- 
man Hastings,  and  others,  of  the  Mount  Bethel 
Society,  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  requiring      -  -     1       12        I 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  statements  of  the  contracts 
for  transporting  the  mail  for  the  year  ending  J^uly 
X,  1838.    Report  of  the       -  -  -  -    4    254         l 

Post  routes  in  said  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Mississippi  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain -  -  -  -  -  -    4     275         1 

Post  routes  in  said  State.  Kesolntions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Mississippi  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain -  -  -  -  -  -    6    2G5         1 

Post  routes  in  said  State.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  . 

Mississippi  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  certain    5     286         1 

Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1838. 

,  Report  from  the  Postmaster  General  showing  the 

incidental  expenses  of  the  -  -  -  •    5    288         1 

Post  Office  Department  on  banks  having  public  funds  on 
deposite,  since  1st  January,  lS3y.  Report  of  the 
Postmaster  General  showing  the  protested  drafb 
drawn  by  the  -  -  -  -  -    5    290         1 

Postmasters  since  the  4th  of  March,  1837.  Report  of  the 
Postmaster  General  showing  the  number  of  remo- 
vals of  deputy         -  - "  -  .  -     5    292         1 

Powell.     Report  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 

Claims  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas         -    2     125         1 

Pre-emption  law,  and  to  allow  a  ciedit  to  actual  settlers.' 

Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  in  favor  of  a    3     178         1 

Pre-emption.  Document  relating  to  the  claim  of  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  in  Indiana  to  be  allowed  the 
ri^htof 4    256         1 

Presbyterian-  church  of  Springfield,  New  Jersey,  praying 
indemnification  for  the  destruction  of  said  church 
during  the  revolutionary  war.  Memorial  of  the 
trustees  of  the         -  -  -  .  -     3     224         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  with  a(companying  documents.  Message 
of  the  -  -  -  -  -111 

Pre.^  iilent  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  disturbances 

in  Canada.     Message  of  the  -  -  -     1  1       23 

'pies'^eni  of  Ihe  United  States,  relative  to  the  treaty,  <fec. 

with  Greece.    Proclamation  of  the  .  "  -    1         1      76 
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President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  convention  of 
peace,  commerce,  &c.  with  the  Peru  Bolivian  confe- 
deration.    Proclamation  of  the        -  -  -     1         1      88 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  public  works 

at  Pea  Patch  island.     Message  of  the  -  -    2      28         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of 
orders  and  instructions  issued  since  the  14th  day  of 
April,  1836,  relative  to  the  kuid  of  money  and  bank 
notes  to  be  paid  out  on  account  of  the  Unitrd  States. 
Message  of  the        -  -  -  -    2       65         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  examinations 
of  inventions  to  prevent  the  bursting  of  steam  boilers. 
Message  of  the         -  -  -  -  -     2       66         1 

Ptesident  of  the  United  States,  transmiUing  the  correspond 
dence  of  the  Secretary  of  War  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State?,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
that  institution.     Message  of  the     -  -  -    2      78         1 

President  of  the  United  States," transmitting  a  statement  of 
crises  in  which  a  per  centage  has  been  allowed  on 
disbursements  of  public  money.     Message  if  the    -     2       87         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  condition  of 
the  Seminole  Indians  who  have  emigrated.  Mes- 
sa^ofthe  .  ...  -    2       88         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  Florida  claims  under  the  treaty  of  1819. 
Message  of  the        -  -  -  -  -    2      97         1 

Pteideni  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  operations  of 

the  Mint  m  1838.     Message  of  the  ^  -  -    2      98         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  recommendfng  an  extension 
of  the  acts  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
United  States,  so  as  to  apply  to  cases  which  shall 
have  occurred  on  or  beforo  the  Isl  day  of  January, 
1S39.     Message  of  the        -  -  -  -     2      99         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary,  of  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  balances  reported 
on  the  books  of  that  department  against  collecting 
«ind  disbursing  agents.     Message  of  the      -  -    3     169         1 

President  of  the  United  Slates,  communicating  to  the  Sen- 
ate copies  of  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
commerce  nnd  navigation  carried  on  in  the  Turk- 
ish doriiinions  and  Pachalick  of  Egypt.  Message  of 
the 3    200        I 

P^dent  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  State  Department  and  Mr.  Stevenson, 
Minister,  &c.  at  London,  and  between  Mr.  Stevenson 
and  Lord  Palmerston,  Secretary  of  State,  &c.  of 
Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  deten- 
tion of  the  brigs  "Enterprise,  Encomium,  and  Comet. 
Message  of  the        -  -  -  -  -    3     216         1 
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Presidential  term  of  office  to  four  years.    Resolutions  of 

the  Legislature  of  Illinois  in  favor  of  limiting  the    3    249 

I^esident,  with  letters  from  Governor  Fairfield,  of  Maine, 
and  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  State 
Department  and  the  British  Minister  in  relation  to 
the  dispute  between  the  State  of  Maine  and  the 
British  province  of  New  Brunswick.  Message 
from  the      -..--- 

President,  recommending  a  return  of  the  names  and  ages 
of  pensioners  in  the  next  general  census.  Message 
from  the      - 

Presque  Isle  harbor.  Report  of  the  Topographical ,  Engi- 
neer, with  a  map  of  the  improvement  at     - 

Privateer  pensioners  in  1838.    Alphabetical  list  of 

Public  defaulters.    {See  Defaulters.) 

Public  lands.    {See  Lands.) 

Public  moneys.    {See  Moneys.) 

Public  revenue.    {^See  Revenue.) 
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Bailroad  Company,  praying  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
withheld  from  them  under  their  contract  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail.  Memorial  of  the  Peters 
burg  -  -  •  -  -       ■ 

JRailroad  Company,  praying  permission  to  purchase  600,000 
acres  of  the  Government  lands  on  a  credit  of  six 
yearsl",  and  an  extension  of  three  years  on  their  duty 
bonds.    Memorial  of  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia 

Aailroad.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
on  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  New  Albany,  St. 
Louis,  and  New  Orleans,  praying  a  grant  of  land  in 
aid  of  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany 

Raihroad  Company,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  sum  of  money 
withheld  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Petersburg  - 

ILailroad.  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana 
to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  Mount  Cartnel  and  New  Albany 

Railroad  Company  and  others,  praying  permission  for  said 
company  to  enter  250,000  acres  of  the  public  lands 
at  the  minimum  price,  &c.  Petition  of  the  Selma 
and  Tennessee        -  .  -  . 

Kaisin  river.    {Set  Rivers.) 

Aalston.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  -  •  . 

Hamsay,  deceased.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Dr. 
John  -       •  -  •  • 
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Baab,  Jr.,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring  the  use  of 
the  double  self-acting  safety  valve  on  board  of  steam- 
boats.    Petition  of  Sarauel  -  -  -  - 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Government  since  the 
year  1817.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, with  statements  of  the  -  •  - 

Beceivers  and  collectors  of  the  United  States  in  1838. 
Statement  of  balances  in  the  hands  of         - 

Red  river.     {See  Rivers,) 

Seese  and  Converse.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  of      - 

Revenue  cutter  service,  to  be  allowed  the  pay  of  the  officers 
of  the  navy.     Petition  of  the  officers  of  the 

Revenue.  Resolutions  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  in  favor  of  em- 
ploying  State  banks  to  keep  and  disburse  the  public 

Revenue  cutter  service.  Memorial  of  the  officers  of  the 
revenue  cutter  Taney,  praying  that  the  l^nefit  of 
the  navy  pension  fund  may  be  extended  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  - 

Revenue.  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ala- 
bama, in  relation  to  the  currency,  and  the  collection 
and  keeping  of  the  public 

BevolsfiMiary  war.  Petition  of  Harriet  de  la  Palm  Baker, 
for  remuneration  for  the  services  and  sacrifices  of 
her  fiitber  during  the  -  -  -  « 

levolotionary  pensions  paid  annually  from  March  4,  1789, 
to  December  31, 1838.  Report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  with  statements  shd^ring  the  amount  of     - 

Bicfaey.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  -  - 

livor  Black  in  1838.  Report  of  the  improvement  at  the 
harbor  on   - 

River  Grand  in  1838.  Report  of  the  improvement  at  the 
harbor  on    - 

River  Raisin  in  1838.  Report  from  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment, respecting  the  improvements  at  the  harbor  on 
the  -  -  - 

River  Hudson  in  1838.  Report  relative  to  improvement  of 
Jhe  navigation  of 

Report  relative  to  the  improve 


Report  relative  to  the  improve 


River  Cape  Fear  in  1838. 
ment  of 

River  Blississippi  in  1838. 

ment  of       -  -  - 

Rivers  in  1838.    Report  of  woik  done  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Ohio  and  MissKsippi    • 

Rivers  in  1838.    Report  of  work  done  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee     - 

River  Mississippi  in  1838.     Report  relating  to  the  pier 
near  St.  Lonis         -  .  .  .  - 

Stfer  Genesee  in  1838.    Report  of  repairing  pier  at  the 
month  of    - 
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River  Grenesee.    Statistical  facts  in  relation  to 

River  Red  in  1838.    Report  relative  to  the  operations  in     • 

River  Red  for  1839.    Estimate  of  funds  for 

River  Arkansas  in  1838.  Report  relative  to  the  improve- 
ments on    -  -  -  -  - 

River  Arkansas  for  1839.    Estimate  of  funds  for    - 

Rivers  Mississippi  and  Ohio  between  Louisville  and  New 
Orleans.    Improvement  of  - 

Rivers  Mississippi  and  Ohio  between  Louisville  and  New 
Orleans  for  1839  and  1840.    Estimate  of  funds  for 

River  Ohio  above  the  falls  in  1838.    Improvement  of 

River  Ohio  in  1837  and  1838.  Report  of  the  examinations 
and  surveys  on  the  - 

River  Ohio  in  1838.  Table  of  shoals,  bars,  &c.  between 
Pittsburg  and  the  falls  in  the 

River  Ohio  for  1839.  Estimate  for  continuing  the  improve- 
ments above  the  falls  in  the  ... 

River  Connecticut.  Report  in  relation  to  the  obstructions 
at  the  mouth  of  the  -  -  -  - 

River  Thames  in  1838.  Report  of  the  improvements  on 
the  -..--- 

River  Maumee.  Memorial  of  Lysander  Spooner,  to  be  al- 
lowed to  improve  the  -  '  - 

River  Embarras.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois, 
to  •btain  a  donation  of  land  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    3     163        t 

Rivers  in  Wisconsin  Territory.  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals,  in  relation  to  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  Rock,  Peekatonic,  Neenah, 
(or  Fox)  Manitowoc,  Sheboygan,  Michigan,  and 
Milwaukie  -  -  -  -  -    3    208         1) 

Rivers  in  Louisiana.  Resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  improvement 
of  the  Atchafalaya  and  Red  -  -  -    3    214         1 

River  Mississippi.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  rela- 
tive to  the  operations  for  increasing  the  depth  of 
water  at  the  mouth  of  the  -  -  -  -    3    242         1 

River  Clinton.  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse 
and  pier  at  the  mouth  of  the  -  -    3    244        £ 

River  Connecticut.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 

reference  to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for  ' 

the  removal  of  the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the     -    5    289        1 

River  Calumic,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement.  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  a 
survey  of  the  -  -  -  -  -    5    296        T 

Rives,  in  relation  to  the  interference  of  federal  officers  with 

elections.    Motion  of  Mr.    -  -  -  -    3    213        I 

Road  in  1838.    Report  of  the  extension  of  the  Cumberland    1        1     265 

Road  in  Indiana.    Statistical  table  of  the  Cumberland       -1         1     286^ 

Road  in  1838.    Report  of  the  operation  of  the  St.  Francis 

and  Memphis  -  -  -  -  -    1        1    288 
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Bottd  for  1839.     Estimates  of  funds  for  the  St  Francis  and 

Memphis 1        1    289 

Kooi.     Estimate  of  funds  for  the  Laplaisance        -  -    1        1     291 

Rosd  throQgh  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUinois,  and  for  its  ex- 
tension lo  Jefferson  City,  Missouri.  Resolution  of 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  cause  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  for  the  completion 
of  the  Cumberland  -  -  -  -    2     138        1 

Roads  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  on  the  resoUitions  of 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  asking  an  appropriation 
to  complete  the  road  through  the  Mississippi  swamp. 
ICeport  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  on 
the  bill  naaldng  appropriations  to  complete  certain 
^omlitary       -  -  -.  -  -  -    3    211        I; 

Usads  in  that  State.  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Michi- 
.gan,  praying  an  appropriation  to  complete  certain 
Boilitary      -  -  -  -  -  -    3    236        1 

Aoad  fr#m  the  Madison  and  Lafayette  railroad  at  or  near 
Cokimbus,  to  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river.  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  construction  of  a  Macadamized  -    6    294         1 

Roberts,  to  be  released  from  liability  as  surety  for  Morrison 
and  Wheeler,  relative  lo  the  making  of  arms  for 
Govennnent.    Petition  of  John      -  -  -    2      34        1 

Sobertson.     Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on   the 

petition  of  Richard  -  -  -  .    2      47         1 

fiock^ver.    (See  Rivers.) 

Budolph  and  others.  Repoit  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce on  the  petition  of  Thomas    -  -  -    2      41         1 

Russian  legation,  relative  to  the  4th  article  of  the  conven- 
tion of  5th  (I7th)  AfH-il,  1824.  Correspondence  be- 
tween the  State  Department  and  the  -  -1         1       24 

S. 

St  Louis.    Seport  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a  pier  in 

the  Mississippi,  near  -  -  -  -     1         1    236 

St  Louis.    £eport  of  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at    -    2      36    *    1 

St  Lonis,  playing  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at  that 

place.    Petition  of  citizens  ^f         -  -  -    2      38        1 

St  Francis  and  Memphis  road.    Report  of  the  operations 

on  the         -  .  .  -  .  -    1        1    288 

St  KaDcis  and  Memphis  road.    iSstimate  of  the  funds  for 

the  .  .  .  .  .     I        1    289 

SaliBon  fisheries  ^ef  England.     Letter  of  Si^  Humphrey 

Davy  in  relation  to  the      -  -  -  -4    269    203 

Saltji^anting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  &c.  Re- 
port of  the  <!k>mmittee  on  Finance,  on  the  bill  to  re- 
peal the  act  layin^a  duty  on  imported         -  -    3    216        1 

fialt,.ftnd  against  fAx>lishiBg  the  bounty  allowed  to  owners 
of  fishing  vessels.  Remonstrance  of  citizens  of 
Kitterf^  Maiiie,  against  the  i«peal  of  the  duty  on    -    4    259        1 
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Salt  in  Great  Britain,  arid  the  snpp6sed  operation  of  the  salt 
duty  and  restrictions  on  the  fisheries,  agriculture, 
and  laborincr  cksses  of  that  Kingdom.  Documents 
relating  to  the  manufacture,  quality,  and  uses  of     -    4  •  269         1 

Salt  duties  1st  June.  1818.  Report  of  a  select  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  England,  on  the  laws 
relating  to  the         -  '-  -  -  -    4    269      50 

Schoolcraft,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Swan 
creek  and  Black  river  bands  of  the  Chippewa  In- 
dians in  Michigan,  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Letter 
of  Henry  H.  -  -  -  -  -    3     155         1 . 

School  lands.    [See  Lands) 

Schuyler  to  Hon.  John  Rugglcs,  in  relation  to  the  causes  of 

explosions  of  steam  boilers.    Letter  of  Robert        -    3 

Scott.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  John  L.  -  -  -  -  -  -    2 

Seeds  and  plants.  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

relative  to  the  collection  and  distribution  of  -    3 

Seamen  in  the  public  service.  Memorial  of  T.  H.  Perkins 
and  others,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  X6  discon- 
tinue the  spirit  ration  allowed  to     -  -  -    3 

Seigle,  deceased  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary claims  on  the  petition  of  the  heir  of  Frederick    2 

Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company,  praying  that  said 
company  may  be  allowed  to  enter  a  tract  of  land  at 
the  minimum  price  in  aid  of  said  road.  Petition  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the    -  -    2    109        I 

Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company  and  others,  citi- 
zens of  Florida,  praying  permission  for  said  com- 
pany to  enter  250,0()0  acres  of  the  public  lands  at 
the  minimum  price.  Petition  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  -  -  -  -    3    184        1 

Seminole  Indians.    [See  Indians.) 

Senate.    List  of  committees  of  the  •  -  -13        1 

Senate,  communicating  a  statement  of  the  expenditures 
from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  for  the  year 
ending  December,  1838.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the         .  -  -  -  -  -    1        7        1 

« Senate,  of  appropriations  made  during  the  3d  session  of  the 
26th  Congress,  ofiic^s  created,  with  the  salaries 
thereof,  and  offices  the  salaries  of  which  have  been 
increased,  with  the  amount  of  svich  increase,  during 
the  samfe  period.    Statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the    6    305         1 

Settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Indiana,  to  be  allowed  the 

right  of  pre-emption.      Document  relating  to  the  • 

claims  of    -  -  -  -  -  -    4    256         1 

Shannon,  of  New  Orleans,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  im- 
port the  materials  for  an  iron  steamboat,  free  of 
duty.    Memorial  of  Pierce  and  Patrick      -  -    5    284         1 

Sheboygan  river.    [Set  Rivers,) 
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Sherwood,  on  the  subject  of  tef restrial  magnetisni,  and  the 
application  of  the  dippingf  needle  to  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  latitudes  and  longitudes.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Alfairs  on  memorial  of 
Henry  Hall  -  .  -  -    3    253         1 

Shdfaar.      Report  of  the  Committee  on    Revolutionary 

Claims  on  the  petition  of  Betsey  C.  -  -    3     222         1 

Silk  Society,  on  the  subject  of  the  culture  of  silk,  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention  at  Baltimore  on  that 
subject.     Memorial  of  the  American  -  -    3    206         1 

SSave  trade  in  1S38.    Statement  of  the  balance  of  money  in 

the  Treasury  for  the  suppression  of  the      -  -     I         1     663 

Slavery  in  said  District.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  adverse  to  any  legislation  by 
Congress  on  the  subject  of  -  -     3     191         1 

&ve-holding  States.  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  adverse  to  any  interference  by  Congress 
with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  -  -    3    209        1 

Sliymaker.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OflSce 

and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  R.  -    3    239        1 

Smith  and  others,  relative  to  officers  of  the  line  put  upon 
the  same  footing  with  the  staff.  Memorial  of 
diaries  P.  -  -  -  -     1        6        I 

SnntlL    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 

Post  ftoads  on  the  petition  of  Jesse  -  -    2      73        I 

&DJCfa,  io  reply  to  the  remonstrance  of  Wm.  A.  Whitehead, 
against  making  Indian  Key  a  port  of  entry.  Me- 
morial of  Thomas  Jefferson  -  -  -    2      71        1 

onitb.    Report  of  th^  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on  the 

petition  of  William  .  -  .  -    2    117        1 

Suuthsonian  bequest.     Resolutions  on  the  part  of  the 

l^ate  committee  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the    •    3    234        1 

Soatfaport  harbor  in  1838.  Estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  revet- 
ment wall  at  -  •  -  -  -     1        I    401 

Specie  exported  and  imported  in  1838.     Statement  of 

amount  of-  -  *  •-  -12      45 

^lecie  and  the  amount  of  gold  coinage  since  June,  1834, 
and  tjbe  average  circalation  of  the  notes  of  the 
iate  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  statement  of  im- 
ports and  exports  of  -  -  -  -    2    142        1 

Spirit  ration  allowed  to  seanien  in  the  public  service.  Memo- 
rial of  T.  H.  Perkins,  and  others,  praying  the  pas- 
sage  of  a  law  to  authorijse  the  discontinuance  of  the    3    283        1 

Spoliations  conunitted  by  Prance  prior  to  1800.  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  New  Hampshire 
infavor  of  an  adjustment  of  claims  for        -  -    5    293        1 

Spooner,  to  be  allowed  to  improve  the  Maumee  river  by 

means  of  slack  water.    Memorial  of  Ijysander       •    2    115        1 

Sprague,  for  property  lost  in  the  campaign  against  the  In- 
dians.    Document  relating  to  the  claim  of  Ephraim    2      18        I 

State  banks.     (See  Batrks.) 


xlu  INDEX. 


Vol.    No.    Pag«, 


State  with  the  Russian  legation  in  relation  to  the  4th  arti- 
cle of  the  convention  of  1824.  Correspondence  of 
the  Secretary  of      -  -  -  -  -    1         I      24 

State,  with  a  statement  of  the  number  of  suits  to  be  tried 
by,  and  the  travel  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
circuitcourtsof  the  United  States.  Report  from  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    2      60        1 

State,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  re- 
lation to  the  northeastern  boundary.  Communica- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of      -  -  -  -2     141         I 

State,  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  Minister,  &c.  at  London.  Cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of       -    3    216        J 

State,  transmitting  statements  of  the  number  and  designa- 
tion of  passengers  who  have  arrived  from  foreign 
countries  in  each  collection  district  of  the  United 
States  in  each  quarter  during  the  year  1838.  Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    3    252        I 

Steam-boilers.    Examinations  of  inventions  to  prevent  the 

explosions  of  -  -  -  -  -2      66        1? 

Steamboats.  Petition  of  Samuel  Raub,  jr.,  praying  the  pas- 
sag^e  of  a  law  for  the  use  of  the  "double  self-acting 
safety  valve"  on  board  of    -  -  -  -    3     164        I 

Steam  revenue  cutter  on  the  great  western  lakes.  Petition 
of  citizens  residing  upon  the  northern  and  western 
frontiers,  praying  the  employment  of  a        -  -    3     181         1 

Steam  boilers.     Letter  of  Robert  Schuyler  to  Hon.  J.  Rug- 

gles  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  explosions  of  -    3     192        1 

Steam  toilers.    Letter  of  Loudon  J.  McCormic,  in  relation  to 

the  prevention  of  explosions  of        -  -  -    3    217        1; 

Sleam  revenue  cutter,  to  be  employed  on  the  northern  lakes. 
Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan 
in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a    -  -  -3    240         1 

Steam  vessels  of  war,  and  their  employment  in  the  naval 
service.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  construction  of  one  or  more  -    4    267        1 

Steam  revenue  cutters  on  the  lakes  and  the  Atlantic.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  petitions 
and  memorials  in  favor  of  the  construction  of         -    6    299        1 

Steamboat  Caroline.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Portap^e 
county,  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  modification  of  the 
neutrahty  law,  and  that  Congress  demand  redress 
for  the  destruction  of  the    -  -  -  -    6    303        I 

Stevenson,  Minister,  &c.  at  London,  and  Lord  Palmerston, 
Secretary  of  State,  6cc.  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation 
to  the  seizure  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Encomium, 
and  Comet.    Correspondence  between  Mr.  •    3    216      13 

Subsistence  Department  in  1838.    Statement  of  the  expen« 

ditures  in  the  -  -  -  -  -    1         1    568- 

Sub-Treasury  system,  and  in  favor  of  the  incorp(H*a(ion  of 
a  national  bank.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  x)f 
Louisiana  adverse  to  the     -  -  -  -    3    231         1 
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Illinois,  i^inst  the  adoption  of  the  ^  -    3    260        1 

Suits  on  the  circuit  and  district  trial  docket  of  the  United 
States  counts  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  du* 
ring  the  last  six  years.    Statement  of  the  number  of    3     183        1 

Suits  on  the  trial  docket  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  seventh  circuit  during  the 
last  three  years.   Statement  of  the  number  of  -    3    229        1 

Survey  of  the  unsurveyed  lands  in  that  State.  Resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  an 
appropriation  for  the  immediate      -  -  -    2    131         1 

Surveyor  general's  office  in  that  State.    Resolutions  of  the 

L^islature  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  establishing  a     -    3    246        1 

T. 

Tallmadge,  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  the  State 
banks  as  agents  for  the  deposite  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  revenue.     Motion  of  Mr.  -  -    2    133        1 

Taney,  praying  an  extension  of  the  navy  pension  fund  to 
the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutter  tervice.  Memorial 
of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutter  -  -    2     137        1 

Tassin,  praying  a  pre-emption  right  to  a  fractional  quarter 
section  of  land.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Marcelin    -  •3     170        1 

l^ennessee,  to  that  State.  Documents  relating  to  the  ceding 

of  certain  unappropriated  lands  in  -  -  •    2      43        1 

Texas.     Convention  for  marking  the  boundaries  between 

the  United  States  and  -  -  -  -     1         1       75 

Texas  to  the  United  States.     Withdrawal  of  the  proposition 

to  annex  the  republic  of      -  -  -  -     1         1      7B 

Thames  river  in  1838.    Report  of  the  improvement  of      -    1         1    400 

Theller,  praying  that  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of 

the  United  States  may  be  defined.  Memorial  of  E.  A.    3     166        1 

Thistle,  praying  that  certain  documents  addressed  by  him 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  on  the  subject  of  expelling 
the  hostile  Indians  from  Florida  may  be  printed. 
Memorial  of  Hezekiali  L.    -  -  -  -    2     108        t 

Thompson,  widow  of  Colonel  Alexander  Thompson.    Re- 

eirt  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of 
ary  W. 2      63        1 

Thompson  and  others.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims  on  the  claim  of  Linus  -  -    2      76        1 

Thompson,  widow  of  Alexander  R.,  praying  an  increase 

of  the  pension  allowed  her  -  -  -    2      80        I 

Tompkins  county,  New  York,  for  a  revision  of  the  militia 

system.     Petition  of  citizens  of       -  -  -    2      24        I 

Tonnage,  6cc.,  of  ships  entered  inwards  and  cleared  out- 

wards,  at  the  several  ports  of  England,  in  each  of 

the  seven  years  preceding  the  6th  January.  1824. 

Statement  of  the  number    .  -  - '  -    4    269    20» 
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tonnage  of  British  ships  engaged  in  the  coasting  and  Irish 
trade,  and  the  British  isles  in  Europe,  in  each  of  the 
seven  years  previous  to  1824.  Slatemeht  of  the 
number  and  ..,..- 

Tonnage  of  ships  engaged  in  the  whale,  cod,  and  herring 
fisheries  in  each  of  the  seven  years  preceding  1824, 
so  far  as  relates  to  Great  Britain.  Statement  of  the 
number  and  .  .  .  .  - 

Tonnage  of  EngHsh  ships  engaged  in  the  cod  and  herring 

fisheries  in  each  of  the  seven  years  preceding  1824, 

so  far  as  the  same  have  come  under  the  cognizance 

of  the  officers  of  the  fishery.      Statement  of  the 

'  number  and  -  -  , 

Tonnage,  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  enter- 
ed during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1838. 
Statement  of  the  number    ... 

Tonnage,  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  cleared 
during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1838.  State- 
i  ment  of  the  number 

'Tonnage,  crews,  and  national  character  of  foreign  vessels 
entered  and  cleared  during  the>  year  ending  30th 

>  September,  1838.    Statement  of  the  number 
Tonnage,  crews,  and  number  of  American  and  foreign  ves- 
sels entered  in  each  district  during  the  year  ending 

>  30th  September,  1838.    Statement  of  the    - 
Tonnage,  crews,  and  number  of  American  and  foreign 

vessels  cleared  from  each  district  during  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1838.    Statement  of  the    - 

Tbnnage  of  tne  several  districts  of  the  United  States  in 
1838.    Abstract  of  the        - 

^Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  in 
1 838.    A  condensed  view  of  the     - 

Tonnage  from  1816  to  1838,  inclusive.    Comparative  view 

•  of  the  registered,  enrolled,  and  licensed 

Topographical  Bureau  during  the  year  1838.  Report  of 
the  operations  of  the  .... 

Topographical  Bureau  in  1838.  Statement  of  the  expen- 
ditures of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  additional  duties  to  be  perform- 
ed under  the  act  of  6th  April,  1838.  Report  from 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the    .... 

Treasury,  November,  1838,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade.    Statement  of  the  balance  of  money  in  the  • 

Treasury,  December  5,  1838,  on  the  state  of  the  finances. 
Annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  coast  survey,  &c. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the     • 

Treasury,  with  statements  showing  the  whole  amount  of 
land  sold  and  surveyed,  together  with  a  map  of  the 
several  districts  surveyed.  Report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the         -  .  •         •  - 
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Treasury,  for  an  increase  of  pay.    Petition  of  the  clerks  in 

the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the         -  -    2      25        1 

Treasury,  relative  to  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 

States.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -    2      27        1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  deposites  in  the  United  States  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  sale  and  payment  of  its 
bonds.     Re[)ort  from  the  Secretary  of  the   -  -    2      31         1 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  sums  paid  under 
private  appropriations  since  1833.  Report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the     -  -  -  •  -    2      32        1 

Treasury,  with  statements  showing  the  condition  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  1838.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  .  -  -    2      51         1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  Qiank  of  North  America  and 

Bank  of  New  York.    Rei»ort  of  the  Secretary  of  the    2      62        1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act  granting 
land  to  certain  exiles  from  Poland.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the      -  -  -  -  .    2      66        1 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  value  of  imports  and  the  duties 
hereon,  from  10th  May,  1837,  to  10th  May,  1838. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the         -  -  -    2      ^7      i  1 

Treasury,  for  an  increase  of  pay.    Petijtion  of  the  clerks  in 

the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the         -  -    2      67      , 1 

Treararf,  in  reference  to  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

fieport  of  the  Secretary  of  the         -  -  -    2      68        1 

IVeanry,  showing  the  number  of  acres  in  the  States  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  embraced  in  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  creek.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  -  -  .  -  .  .    2      69        1 

Treasury,  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  public  lands  and  of 
granting  land  to  certain  States,  &c.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the      -  -  -  .  -    2      96        1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  number  and  condition  of  the 

land  offices.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -    2    114        1 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  specie,  and  the  amount  of  gold  coinage, 
since  June,  1834,  and  average  circulation  of  tnej 
notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States.    Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  .  -  -    2     142       ,<t 

Treasury,  had  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate  for  a 
limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,''  Jcc.  become  a  law.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  showing  the  deficit  in  the  -    3     169        1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  banking  institutions  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  and  the  receipt  of  their 
notes  in  payment  for  public  lands.  Report  of  the 
^cretary  of  the      -  -  -  -  -    3    193        1 

Treasury,  exhibiting  the  official  emoluments  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  officers  of  the  customs  for  the  year  J  838. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the         -  -  -    3    201        t 
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Treasury,  showing  the  annual  receipts  and  expenditures  ^ 

^  ^        of  the  Government  since  the  year  1817.    Report  of  ^ 

the  Secretary  of  the  -   '        -  -  -    3    212        1    J 

Treasury  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  a 

with  an  estimate  of  duties  for  1837  and  1838  on 
common  salt,  bread  sluflfs,  beef,  pork,  iron,  sugar, 
molasses  and  lead.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -    3    215        6 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  allowances  to  the  marshals  of  the 
several  districts  for  distributing  the  venires,  and  the 
fees  now  allowed  to  the  marshal  of  New  Hampshire 
for  that  service.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the      -    4    265        1 

Treasury,  transmittiuir  a  statement  showing  what  drafts  on 
baukSj  having  public  funds  on  deposite,  have  been 
protested  since  1st  January,  1837.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the      -  -  -  -    4    274         1    . 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  land  oflSce  for  the  district  of  St. 
Stephens,  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the 
claim  of  the  representatives  of  Hugo  Kreps  to  a  lot 
in  Mobile.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -    5     278         1 

Treasury,  showing  the  operations  of  the  Mint  for  the  year 

1837.     Report  ofthe  Secretary  of  the  -  -     5    279         1 

Treasury,  oi;  the  subject  ofthe  coinage,  deposites  for  coin- 
age, and  expenses  ofthe  Mint  and  branches  during 
the  year  1838.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -    5    283         I 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  public  defaulters.    Report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the      -  .  .  .  .6    302         1 

Treasury,  communicating  the  names  of,  and  correspon- 
dence with,  the  banks  which  declined  to  receive  the 
public  deposites  in  the  years  1833  and  1834,  or  sur- 
rendered the  same  after  having  received  them.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    5    304         I 

Treasury,  with  the  annual  statement  ofthe  commerce  and 
navigation  ofthe  United  States,  for  the  year  ending 
30th  September,  1838,  (with  index  thereto.)  Re- 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    5     306         1 

Treaty  of  1824  with  Russia.     Correspondence  with  the 

Russian  legation  in  relation  to  the  -  -     1         1       24 

Treaty  at  Dancino;  Rabbit  creek.  Statement  of  the  quan- 
tity of  land  embraced  in  the  -  -  -     1       69         1 

Treaty  of  December  29,  1835,  and  expenses  of  the  same. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
termination  of  the  commission  for  adjudicating  the 
claims  under  the  Cherokee  -  .  -     3     198         1 

Treaty  of  December  29,  1835.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenses  incur- 
red in  negotiating  and  concluding  the  Cherokee     -    3     199         1 

Treaty  of  December,  1835.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  statements  showing  the  persons 
f»ciiployed,  the  funds  furnished,  and  the  valuation  of 
tiie  respective  improvements,  under  the  Cherokee   -    6    277        1 
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Turkish  Dominions  and  Pachalick  of  Egypt.  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  transmitting 
copies  of  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  carried  on  within  the  -    3    200         1 

V. 

Tail.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  claim 

of  the  representatives  of  Aaron       -  -  -     3    210         1 

Van  Ness,  praying  iiidemtiification  for  losses  incurred  un- 
der a  contract  for  surveyina:  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States.     Petition  of  A bner  E.  -  -    2     1(0         1 

Tergennes,  in  that  Stiite.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Addison 
county,  Vermont,  in  favor  of  establishing  a  national 
foundry  at  -  -  -  -  -     4     260         1 

Vermont,  in  favor  of  a  more  thorough  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of         -  -  -  -  -    2       59         1 

Vermont,  in  favor  of  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  each  of 
the  colleges  of  that  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of-  -  -  -  -  -2      60        1 

YespuGci,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Americus  Vespucci.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  peti- 
tion of  America      -  -  -  -  -    4     264         1 

Volunteer  militia  force  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime  and 
inland  frontier,  with  estimates.  Document  relating 
to  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  a  -     2     102         1 

Volruiteers  for  the  defence  of  that  Territory.  Memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  authorize  the  enrolment  of  a  num- 
ber of         3    233        1 

Vessels  in  1838.     List  of  commanders  and  stations  of         -     1         1     631 

Vessels  propelled  by  steam.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  act 
to  provide  for  the  beuer  ^iccurily  of  the  lives  of  pas- 
sengers on  board  of  -  -  -     1       13         I 

VesseJs  engaged  in  the-cod  fisheries.  Memorial  of  citizens  of 
New  Castle,  against  the  repeal  of  the  law  allowing  a 
bounty  to    -  -  -  -  -  -    3    220        I 

Vessels  of  war  in  the  naval  service.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing and  employing  one  or  more  steam  -    4    267         1 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crew,  entered  during  the 
year  ending  September  30, 183S.  Statement  of  the 
number  of  American  and  foreign   -  -  -5    306    268 

Vessels,  with  tlieir  tonnairc  and  crews,  cleared  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1838.  Statement  of  the 
number  of  American  and  foreign    -  -  -     5     306    262 

Vessels, '  with  their  tonnage,  cr  \vs,  and  national  character, 

entered  and  cleared  during  the  year  ending  Septem-       » 

ber  30,  1838.    Statement  of  tlie  number  of  foreign    6    306    266 
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Vessels  entered  in  each  district  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1838.  Statement  of  the  tonnage  of 
American  and  foreign  -  -  -  -    6    306    274 

Vessels  cleared  in  each  district  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1838.  Statement  of  the  tonnage  of 
American  and  foreign  -  -  -  -    5    306    278 

Vessels  built  in  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1838. 
Statement  of  the  number  and  class  of  -  -    6    306    300 

W. 

Wade,  deceased.  Report  of  the  Conrmittee  on  Revolu« 
tionary  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Washington  Wade, 
sole  heir  of  Edward  -        -  -  -  -    2     118 

War.    Annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  -  -    1        1      98 

War,  relative  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Maine.  Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    2      36 

War,  in  relation  to  the  improvements  of  the  harbor  at  St 

Louis.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of         -  -    2      86 

War,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  Alabama 
volunteers  on  account  of  horses  lost  by  them  in  the 
Seminole  war.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -    2      66 

War,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bimk  of  the 

United  States.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -    2      78 

War,  transmitting  statements  of  all  the  works  for  the  im- 
provement of  harbors,  mouths  of  creeks,  and  rivers, 
which  have  been  in  progress  upwards  of  three  years. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    2      79 

War,  relative  to  the  expenditures  for  that  department  du- 
ring the  year  1838.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -    2      94 

War,  relative  to  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  the 

Indian  Department.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of    2      96 

War,  relative  to  the  expenses  of  making  disbursements  in  / 

the  India  n  Department.   Letter  from  the  Secretary  of    2    1 06 

War,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  additional  clerks  in  the 
office  of  Indian  Affairs.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
of   - 2    107 

War,  recommending  the  removal  of  the  Swan  creek  and 
Black  river  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of         •  -  -  -    3     166 

War,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  cost  of  brass  and 
iron  cannon,  and  howitzers.  Report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of     -  -  -  -  .  .3    160 

War,  transmitting  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of 
4he  United  States  for  the  year  1838.  Report  from 
the  Secretary  of      -  -  .  -  -    3    181 

War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  in  relation  to  the  termination  of  the  commis- 
sion for  the  adjudication  of  claims  under  the  Chero- 
kee treaty  of  December,  1835,  and  the  expenses 
thereof.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of       -  •    3    198 
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Wtr,  transmitting  statements  of  the  expenses  incurred  in 
negotiating  and  concluding  the  Cherokee  treaty  •  f 
Decenriber  29,  1835.    Report  from  the  Secretary  ol'    3     199^        1 

War,  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of  Fort  ArmstrcngjOn 
Rock  isliuid,  Illinois,  and  the  disposition  of  the  fbrti- 
fication  and  public  buildings,  and  the  occupation  of 
said  island.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -    3    203        1 

Tfar,  relative  to  the  operations  for  increasing  the  de^th  of 
water  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Report 
from  the  Secreury  of  -  -  -  -    3    242        1 

War,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs, 
transmitting  a  report  of  Col.  Totten,  chief  engineer, 
of  January  4,  1839,  and  an  extract  from  a  report  of 
the  board  of  engineers  of  February  20, 1839.  on  the 
subject  of  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Maine. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    3    251        1 

War.  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  furnishing  goods  or  mer- 
chandise to  the  Indian  Department.  Report  from 
the  Secretary  of      -  -  -  -  -    4    273        1 

War,  tninsmittiiig  statements  showing  the  persons  employed, 
the  funds  furnished,  and  the  improvements  valued, 
under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  December,  1835.  Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -     5    277        1 

War,  in  reference  to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  removal  of  the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Connecticut  river.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of   -    5    289        1 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  ex{x?nditures  at  the 
national  armories,  and  of  the  arms  matiufactured  du- 
ring the  year  1838.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of    5    291         I 

War,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  comiiiissioner  to  investi- 
gate claims  against  the  Miami  Indians,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  said  corrlmission,  (kc.  Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of   -  -  -  -     5    302        1 

War,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  amount  of  revo- 
lutionary pensions  paid  annually  from  March  4, 
17S9,  to  December  31,  1838.  Report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of     -  -  -  .  -  -     5    307        I 

Weadman.     Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Philip  -  -  -  -    3     195        1 

Webster,  in  relation  to  the  distribution  in  part  of  the  acts  of 
Congress,  (fcc.  respectinqr  the  public  lands,  prepared 
and  printed  under  a  i  solution  of  the  Senate  of 
February  28,  1837.    MnionofMr.  -  -    5    280        1 

Weights  and  measures.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  :i  report  of  the  fabrication  of 
standard      -  -  -  -  -  -14S 

Weissenfels,  praying  indemnification  for  his  services  during 
the  revolutionary  war.  Memorial  of  the  heir  of  Col. 
Frederick  H.  -  -  -  -    I       XI        1 

West  Point  in  1838.    Report  of  the  board  of  visiters  of  the 

Military  Academy  at  -  -  -  -    1        1 

4 


1 
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West  Point  in  1838.    Report  of  fiscal  committee  of,  relative 

to  the  Military  Academy  at  .  .  . 

West  Point  in  1838.    Report  of  the  expenditures  of  the 

Military  Academy  at  -  -  -  - 

West  Point  in  1838.    Report  of  the  committee  of  internal 

police  of  the  Military  Academy  at  - 
West  Point  in  1838.    Report  of  the  committee  on  scientific 

and  moral  instruction  at  the  Military  Academy  at    - 
West  Point  in  1838.    Report  of  the  committee  on  military 

instruction  at  the  Military  Academy  at        - 
West  Point.    Report  of  funds  for  1839,  for  the  Military 

Academy  at  -  -  -  -  - 

West  Tennessee.    Statement  of  suits  on  the  trial  docket  ol 

the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 

for  the  district  of     -  -  - 

Whitehead,  against  n:aking  Indian   Key  a  port  of  entry. 

Memorial  of  William  A.      - 
Whitehead,  in  answer  to  ihe  petition  of  Thomas  J.  Smith 

in  favor  of  making  Indian   Key  a  port  of  entry. 

Memorial  oi  William  A.- 
Williams.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 

Claims  on  the  claim  of  William  W. 
Williams.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  James        .  .  -  • 

Wilkins,  Minister  to  Russia,  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 

State,  iti  relation  to  the  convention  of  April,  1824, 

with  that  Government.    Letters  of  Mr. 
Wilkins,  Minister  to  Russia,  to  Count  Nesselrode,  in  relation 

to  the  convention  of  1824,  wiih  that  Government. 

Letters  of  Mr.         ..... 

Wilkinson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 

Patent  Office,  on  the  petition  of  Jeptha  A.- 
Wisconsin, praying  the  extinguishment  of  the  Menomonie 

citle  to  lands  in  that  Territory.     Memorial  of  the 

Territorial  Legislature  of    - 
Wisconsin,  praying  ari  alteration  ol  the  southern  boundary 

line  of  said  Territory.     Memorial  of  the  Territorial 

Legislature  of         -  -  -  -.  - 

Wisconsin,  praying  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 

harbors  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake   Michigan. 

Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of        - 
Wisconsin  Territory.    Correspondence  between  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  Hon.  J.   D.  Doty  and 

others,  in  relation  to  the  banks  in   - 
Wisconsin  Territory.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads 

and  Canals,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  certain 

rivers  in      -  -  -  -  - 

Wr  ^!it,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  claims  on  account  of 

Indian  depredations.     Motion  of  Mr. 
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PBINTKD 


By  ORDER  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATJBSj 

THIRD  SESSION  TWENTV-PIPTH  CONQRESS— 183&-'39. 
CONTAINED    IN    FIVE    VOLUMES. 


MESSAGES    FROM    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    THE    UNITED    STATED* 

Vol.    No.    Page. 
At  die  commencement  of  the  session,  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  &c.  -  -  -  -     1         1         1 

Reports  and  documents  accompanying^  to  wit : 

Canada.    Proclamation  relative  to  the  disturbances  in        -     I         1      3S 
Bnssiaii  legation,  relative  to  the  expiration  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  convention  of  1824  with  Russia.    Corres- 
pondence with  the  -  .  -  —  - 

T^xas,  for  marking  the  l»0Hndary  line   between   them. 
Convention  l^tween  the  United  States  and 

Texas  to  the  United  States.  Withdrawal  of  the  proposition 
to  annex 

Greece  and  the  United  States.  Proclamation  concerning  the 
treaty  of  commerce,  (fee,  between    -  -  - 

Peru  Bolivian  confederation  and  the  United  States.  Pro- 
clamation concerning  the  treaty  of  commerce,  &c. 
between  the  .  -  .  .  - 

Secretary  of  War  for  1838.     Annual  report  of  the 

Major  General  of  the  army  for  1838.    Report  of  the 

Quartermaster  General's  Office  in  1838.     Operations  of  the 

Surgeon  General's  Office  in  1838.     Operations  of  the 

Paymaster  General's  Office  in  1838.     Operations  of  the 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases  of  clothing  in  1838. 
Operations  of  the    -  .  -  -  . 

Engineer  Department  in  1838.     Operations  of  the  - 

Topc^raphical  Bureau  in  1838.     Operations  of  the 

Ordnance  Department  in  1838.     Operations  of  the 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  1838.  Operations  in  the 
office  of  the  -  -       .     - 

Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  1838.  Operations  in  the 
office  of  the  -  .  .  .  - 

Bounty  Land  Office  in  1838.     Operations  of  the    - 

Third  Anditor  of  the  Treasury  in  1838.    Operations  in  the 

office  of  the  -  -  -  -  -    1         I    565 


24 

74 

76 

77 

88 
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116 
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148 
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170 
180 
36« 
416 

440 

553 
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Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  in  1838.  Operations 
in  the  office  of  the  - 

Tassels  in  commissionof  each  squadron,  their  commanders 
and  stations.    List  of  -  -  -  - 

Tessels  in  ordinary,  with  their  names,  rates,  distribution,  and 
condition.    List  of  .  -  .  -  - 

Tessels  on  the  stocks  at  the  several  navy  yards.    List  of    - 

Increase  of  the  navy.     Measures  adopted  for  the  gradual   - 

Improvement  of  the  navy.  Measures  adopted  for  the 
gradual       -.-..- 

Construction  of  two  sloops  of  war  and  six  small  vessels. 
Progress  in  the        ----- 

Invalid  pensioners  to  30th  September,  1838.  Alphabetical 
list  of  -----  - 

Widow  pensioners  to  30th  September,  1838.  Alphabetical 
list  of  -----  - 

Minor  children  pensioners  to  30th  September,  1838.  Alpha- 
betical list  of  -  -  -  -  - 

ISavy  pension  fund.  Receipts  and  expenditures  on  account 
of  the  ----.. 

Invalid  privateer  pensioners  to  30th  September,  1838.  Al- 
phabetical list  of     - 

Stocks  owned  by  the  navy  pension  fund  30th  September, 
1838.    Account  of  the        - 

Interest  and  dividends  on  stocks  owned  by  the  navy  pension 
fund.     Account  of  - 

Navy  hospital  fund.    Statement  of  the  condition  of  the 

Deaths  in  the  navy  since  ]st  December,  1837.     List  of 

Dismissions  from  the  navy  since  1st  December,  1837.    List  of 

Resignations  in  the  navy  since  1st  December,  1837.   List  of 

Suppression  of  the  slave  trade  since  November,  1837.  Dis- 
bursements for  the  -  -  .  .  - 

Postmaster  General  for  1838.    Annual  report  of  the 

In  relation  to  the  works  on,  and  purchase  of,  the  Pea  Patch 
island,  in  the  river  Delaware  .  .  - 

Communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  copies  of  orders  and  instructions  issued  since 
14th  April,  1836,  relative  to  the  kind  of  money  and 
bank  notes  to  be  paid  out  on  account  of  the  United 
States         -  - 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
Ihe  examinations  of  inventions  to  prevent  explosions 
of  steam  boilers       .  -  .  .  - 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  ►Senate, 
copies  of  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  that  institution 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  9th  July,  1838,  statements  of  cases  in  which  a  per 
centum  has  been  allowed  on  disbursements  of  pub- 
lic moneys     -.-... 
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1  565 

1  631 

1  632 
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65 


66 


78 
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87 
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Transtnitting  documents  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiiirs,  in  relation  to  setting 
apart  a  tract  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  for 
the  Seminole  Indians  -  -  -  -    2      88        1 

Id  relation  to  the  Florida  claims  under  the  treaty  of  1819, 
with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  same  suhject      -  -  -  -  -2      97         1 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  director  of  the  Mint,  show- 
ing the  operations  of  that  institution  during  the  year 
1838 2      98        1 

Recommending  the  extension  of  the  acts  for  the  relief  of 
certain  insolvent  debtors  so  as  to  apply  to  cases  of 
insolvency  which  occurred  on  or  before  ist  January, 
1839,  with  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject   -  -  -    2      99        1 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  northeastern  boundary  -  -  -  -    2     141         1 

Transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  relating^  to  balances  reported  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  against  collecting  and  disbursing 
agents  of  the  Government  -  -  -  -    3    169        1 

Commaoicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  copies  of  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  carried  on  in  the  Turkish 
dominions  and  Pacnalick  of  Egypt  -  -    3    200        1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  State  Department  and  Mr. 
Stevenson,  Minister,  dx.  at  London,  and  between  Mr. 
Stevenson  and  Lord  Palmerston,  Secretary  of  State, 
&C.  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and 
detention  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Encomium,  and 
Comet        -  -  -  -  -  -    3    216        1 

In  relation  to  the  dis[inte  between  the  State  of  Maine  and 

the  British  province  of  New  Brunswick       -  -    4    270        1 

In  relation  to  the  dispute  between  the  State  of  Maine  and 
the  British  province  of  New  Brunswick,  with  a 
memorandum  signed  by  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  Minister, 
and  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  in  force 
until  the  final  adjustment  of  said  dispute     -  -    4    271        1 

Becoomiending  a  return  of  the  names  and  ages  of  pen- 
sioners in  the  next  general  census  -  -    6    282        1 

REPORTS  OF.  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Rossian  legation  in  relation  to  the  4th  article  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1824.    Correspondence  with  the      -  -     1        1      ^ 

Ie  compliance  pHth  a  resolution  of  the  Setiate,  showing  the 
number  of  suits  on  the  trial  docket  of  each  of  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  number 
of  miles  travel  of  each  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  -  -  -  -    2      80        t 
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In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 

the  northeastern  boundary  •  -  -  -    8    141 

Tr€Lnsmitting  the  correspondence  of  Commodore  Porter, 
charg6  d'affaires  at  Constantinople,  also  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  at 
Constantinople,  Smyrna,  Bronsa,  Salonica,  Cyprus, 
Cos,  Aleppo,  Beiront,  (inclusive  of  Damascus  and 
Said,)  Alexandria,  and  Candia,  relating;  to  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  carried  on  within  the  Tur- 
kish dominions  and  in  the  Pachalick  of  Egypt        -    3    300 

Transmiiting  statements  of  the  number  and  designation  of 
the  passengers  who  have  arrived  in  each  collection 
district  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1838    -    3    252 

REPORTS  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

1 

Annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  -  -     1         2 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  superintendent  of  the  coast 
survey  in  1838,  and  the  fabrication  of  standard 
weights  and  measures         -  -  -  -.14 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Geb- 

^ral  Land  Office,  of  the  operations  of  that  department    1       17 

In  relation  to  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States    2      27 

In  relation  to  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 

the  sale  and  payment  of  its  bonds    •  -  -    2      31 

In  coiBjpliaiice  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  transmitting,  a 
statement  of  the  sums  paid  under  private  appropria- 
tions since  1833      -  -  -  -  -    2      32 

In  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 

Columbia    -  -  -  -  -    2      51 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  correspondence  of  arrangements  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  North 
America  and  Bank  of  New  York    -  -  -    2      52 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  execution  of  the  act  granting  land  to  certain  ex- 
iles from  Poland     -  -  -  -  -    2      56 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  with  a  state- 
ment showing  the  value  of  the  imports  and  the 
amount  of  duties  thereon  from  lOlh  May,  1837,  to 
10th  May,  1838       -  -  -  -  -    2      57 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  reference 

to  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  -  -  -    2      68 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  with  a  state- 
ment showing  the  number  of  acres  embraced  in  fhe 
treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek       -  -  -    2      6|9 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  showing  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  had 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  for  a  limited 
time  the  proqeeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  granting  land  to  certain 
States,''  become  a  law         •  -  -  -    2      96 


INDEX.  »▼ 

Vol    No.    Pige. 

lo  oMipltaooe  with  a  resolntion  of  the  Semite  in  fcitftioh  t6 

the  number  and  condition  of  the  land  offices  -    B    114        1 

TnnsoDttin^,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
statements  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  specie,  and 
the  amoant  of  gold  coinacre,  since  Jnne,  1834,  and 
average  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States     -  -  -  -  .    8    W»        t 

Id  idation  to  balances  reported  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury 

against  collecting  and  disbursing  agents      -  -    3    199        1 

In  relation  to  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  had  the  bill  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  ihe  public  lands,"  ^c.  beco^me  a 
law 3    169        1 

lo  cooopliance  with  a  resolntion  t)f  the  Senate  in  relation 
to  banking  institntions  in  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  receipt  of  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment for  public  lands  -  -  -  •    3     193        1 

Exliibitinijr  the  official  einolunient^  and  expenditures  of  the 

officers  of  the  customs  for  the  year  f  838     -  -    3    001        1 

TraBsmittiiig,  in  compliance  with  a  resohrtion  of  the  Sefnate, 
astatendent  showing  the  annual  receipts  and  expen* 
ditmestsf  the  Ooremmeutmce  the  year  1817       -    3    212        1 

Truianiitdi^,  in  «6mpliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
copies  of  applications  made  by  bank^  in  IIKnois  tofoe 
made  depo«ske  tenks  «>  -  -  -    3    219        1 

In  compliaace  with  a  tesohition  of  the  Senate  in  retatreni  iOf 
theallowances  to  the  marshals  of  the  several  district 
for  distributing  the  menires,  and  the  fees  now  tdlowed 
to  the  marshal  tjf^ew  Hampshire  for  that  service    -    4    266        1 

j,in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  showing  what  drafts  on  banks  having 
puUic  funds  in  deposite  have  been  protested  since 
1st  January,  1S37,  &c.        -  -  -  -    4    274        1 

Trananitting  a  report  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  for  the  district  of  St.  Stephens,  Alabama, 
recommehditig  the  confirmation  of  the  chiim  of  the 
reppcsentatives  of  Hugo  Krepd  to  a  lot  of  ground  in 
Mobile B    2re        1 

Showing  the  operations  of  the  Mint  for  the  year  1837         -    6    279        1 

In  compliaBce  with  a  resolution  ci  the  Senate,  on  the  si^£- 
ject  of  the  coinage,  deposites  for  coinage,  and  ex- 
penses of  the  Mmt  and  branches  dtiring  ihe  year 
1838  ^  -  -  .  .    6    283        1 

In  relation  40  public  defaulters       -  -  -  -*    6    301        1 

Communicating,  m  compliance  with  a  resolntion  of  the  8M- 
ate,^e  nanMs of^  a!^  correspondence  with j  Vhe  bdnks 
which  deidkiCHd  to  receive  ihe  pvAMe  depeisites  in  the 
vears  183S  and  1834|  or  Hmrrcndepsd  the  same  ^fter 
having  received  them         -  -  -  -    '6    304        1 
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With  the  annual  statement  ot  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  endmg  3Uth  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  (i/jdexec/)        -  -  -  -    5    306         1 

REPORTS  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Aniiual,  with  the  President's  message  at  the  commencement 

of  the  session  -  -  -  -  -     1         1       98 

isoomphance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  reference  to 

the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Maine  -  -  -     2      35 

Id  compHance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 

the  improvements  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis  -    2      36 

In  oompiiance  wiih  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  In  relation  to 
claims  of  the  Alabama  volunteers,  on  account  of 
horses  lost  in  the  campaign  against  the  Seminole 
Indians       -  -  -  -  -  -    2      58 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  War  De- 
partment and  the  Bapk  ot  the  United  States  relative 
to  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  that  institution   --  -    2      78 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  6th  July,  1838,  a  statement  oif  all  the  works  for  im« 
provement  of  harbors,  mouths  of  creeks  and  rivei^ 
which  have  been  in  progress  upwards  of  three  years    2      79 

tai  compliance  with  the  act  of  May,  1820,  with  statements 
of  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the  War  De- 
partment for  1838   -  ,-  -  -  -    2      94 

tai  obedience  to  the  act  of  June,  1834,  with  a  statement  of  all 
the  persons  who  were  employed  in  the  Indian  De- 
partment during  the  year  1838        -  -  -    2      95 

To  the  chairman  of  the  Comoiittee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  recom- 
mending the  removal  of  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black 
River  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians   -  -  •    3    156 

Transmitting  statementsof  the  cost  of  brass  and  iron  cannon 

and  howitzers         -  -  -  -  -3160 

Transmitting  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 

United  States  for  the  year  1838       -  -  -    3    181 

Id  idation  to  the  termination  of  the  commission  for  the  ad- 
judication of  claims  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1835,  with  statements  of  the  expenses  of  the  same    -    3    198 

Transmitting,  in  conmliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  of^the  expenses  incurred  in  negotiating 
and  concluding  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  December 
29,1835 3    199 

tai  relation  to  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Armstrong,  on  Rock 

island,  Illinois,  and  the  occupation  of  said  island     •    3    203 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
statements  of  the  operations  for  increasing  the  depth 
of  water  at  the  mouth  of  tiie  Mississippi  river  -    3    242 

la  compUance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  mode  of  furnishing  supphes  of  goods  or  merchan- 
dise to  the  Indian  Department         -  -  -    4    273 
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Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  resolutions  of  the  Senate, 
statements  showing  the  persons  employed,  the  funds 
furnished,  and  the  improvements  valued,  under  the 
Cherokee  treaty  of  December,  1835  -  -    6    277         1 

IncompHance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  reference 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river     5    289         1 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  of  the  arms  manufactured,  during  the 
year  1838   -  -  -  -  -      ,      -     5    291         1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
the  report  of  the  commissioner  to  investigate  claims 
against  the  Miami  Indians,  with  a  statement  of  the 
expenses  of  said  commission,  dec    -  -  -    5    302        1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^ 
statements  showing  the  amount  of  revolutionary 
pensions  paid  annually  from  4th  March  ,  1789,  to 
3lst  December,  1838  -  -  -  -    6    307        1 

REPORTS  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Annual,  accompanjrinfi^  the  President's  message  at  the  codq- 

mencement  of  Uie  session    -  -  -  -11    594 

Accompanying  documents^  viz  : 

Esdinates  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  1839       -  -    1        1    601 

StatemeDt  of  contineent  expenses  for  the  offices  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  -1        8        1 
Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  during  the  year  1838  -    2    128        1 

REPORTS  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Annual,  with  the  President's  message  at  the  commencement 

ofthesession  -  -  -  -    1        1    664 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  contracts  for  the  transportation 

of  the  mail  for  the  year  ending  July  1, 1838  -    4    264        1 

With  a  statement  showing  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  . 
Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,1838 5    288        1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  of  drafts  on  banks  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  which  were  protested  since  1st  January, 
1837,  with  the  amount  of  public  money  in  depoeite 
in  each  of  them      •  -  -  -  -    5    290        1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  showing  the  number  of  removals  of  de- 
puty postmasters  since  the  4th  March,  1837  -    6    292        1 
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K£P0RT8  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

Yol.    No.    Pafe. 

In  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  General  Land  OiSce  dur- 
ing the  years  1837  and  1838  -  -  .    1       17         1 

In  relation  to  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of 

Illinois '     .    3    162        1 

REPORTS  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  SENATE. 

In  obedience  to  the  2d  section  o(  the  act  of  9th  May,  1836, 
communicating  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  from 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  for  the  year  ending 
December  3,  1838  -  -  -  -    1        7        1 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  3d  Session 
26th  Ck>n^ess,  offices  created  and  the  salaries  there"- 
of,  and  offices  the  salaries  of  which  have  been  in- 
creased, with  the  amount  of  such  increase,  dtiring  the 
same' period  -  -  -  -  -    6    306        1 

MOTIONS  OR  RESOLUTIONS  IN  SENATE. 

Of  Mr.  Allen,  relative  to  the  financial  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment -        -  -  -  -  «  -    2      39        1 

Of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  the  State 
banks  as  agents  for  the  deposite  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  -  -  -  -    2    133        1 

Df  Mr.  Young,  to  obtain  an  e^imate  of  the  amount  necestory 
to  complete  the  Cumberland  road  through  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  an  extension  there- 
of to  the  city  of  Jefferson,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  in 
view  of  making  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose    -    8    138        1 

Of  Mr.  Wright,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  claims  for 

Indian  depredations  -  -  -  -    3     186        1 

Of  Mr.  Rives,  in  relation  to  the  interference  of  federal  officers 

with  elections         -  -  -  -  -    3    213        1 

Of  Mri  Webster,  for  the  distribution  of  the  acts  of  Congress, 
&c.,  respecting  the  public  lands,  prepared  and  print- 
ed under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  28th  Februa- 
ry, 1837 5    28*        1 

Of  Mr.  Benton,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  certain  reports  upon  the  military  and  naval 
defences  of  Che  country  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
the  commencement  of  its  next  session         •  -    5    281        1 

REPORTS  OP  TUB  COMMITTEE  ON  FOtlBlGN  RBLATtONS. 

In  relation  to  the  existins^  dtffieulttes  on  the  nortlieastern 

frontier  of  the  United  States  -  -  -    4    272        1 

On  thi^bill  to  provide  for  surveying  the  nordieastern  boun- 
dary line  of  the  United  States  according  to  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783  -  -6    287        1 


REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Vol   No.   Page. 

On  the  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of 

the  price  of  the  public  lands  -  •  -    1       14        1 

On  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  respect  to 
the  modes  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  disbursing 
public  moneys  in  foreign  countries  -  -    2    113        1 

Qd  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  siiU, 
granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fisn,  &c.,  and  on  the 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  existuig  duty  upon  bread  stuffs,  and  other  articles 
ofimport 3    216        1 

REPORTS  OF  THIS  COMBCITTER  ON  COMMERCE. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rudolph  and  others     -  -    2      41        1 

On  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  Aaron  Vail  -  -    3    210        1 

On  the  resolutions  and  memorials  in  favor  of  the  construc- 
tion  of  steam  revenue  cutters  on  the  lakes  and  the 
Atlantic      -  -  -  -  -  -    6    299        1 

REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

On  the  memorial  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  Second  Auditor 

of  tb6  Treasury  Department  -  -  -    2      dd        1 

On  ptiitionis  from  officers  of  the  line  of  tiM  army  of  th^ 
United  States,  pra^^ng  an  eqwolizntion  of  pay  with 
the  ^cers  of  the  staff        -  -  -  ^4    278        1 

REPORTS   OF  THE   COMMIl^EE   Olt   KAVAL   AFlTAilRS. 

On  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clark,  for  aUowance  of  cei^tain 

items  not  allowed  by  the  Navy  Department  -    2      19        i 

On  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act  of  March  3,  1837, 
for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy 
pension  fund  -  -  -  -  -    2     146        1 

On  the  petition  of  Henry  Fry,  late  a  purser  in  the  navy, 

praying  a  pension   -  -  -  -  -    3     187        1 

On  the  memorial  of  Henry  Hall  Sherwood,  on  the  subject 
of  terrestrial  magnetism,  and  the  application  of  the 
dipping  needle  to  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  lati- 
tudes and  longitudes  -  -  -  "3    25S        1 

On  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  construction  of  one 
or  more  steam  vessels  of^war,  and  their  eraplbyment 
in  the  naval  service  \  -  -  -  -    4    267 

On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fultbn        -  -    6    298 

REPORTS  OF  THE   COMMITTEE   O]^  Tfit:   PUBLIC   LAI^M. 

On  tbe  hill  providing  for  the  reducfioli  and  gt^daalioo  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  of  the  eflbcls  there- 
of iji  a  financial  point  of  vtew        -  -  -    I      14 
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On  the  subject  of  tlie  Tennessee  vacant  lands 
On  the  petition  of  America  Vespucci 


Vol.    No. 

2      43 
4    264 


Page. 

1 
1 


REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 


On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Kennedy 
On  the  petition  of  Francis  Laventure  and  others    - 
On  the  petition  of  Albin  Michel,  for  himself,  son,  and  others 
On  the  petition  of  Matthew  Arljuckle         .  .  . 

On  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  parish  of  Concordia,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  a  grant  of  land  for  pub- 
lic purposes 
On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Conway    - 
On  the  petition  of  Pierre  Babin,  of  Iberville,  Louisiana 
On  the  petition  of  Albin  Michel     .  -  .  . 

On  the  petition  of  Marcelin  Tassin  .  .  . 

On  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  certain  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Michigan     .  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Campau  .  .  . 

On  the  petition  and  papers  of  Joseph  Campau 


2 
2 
2 
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2 
3 
3 
3 
3 


48 

76 

85 

103 


135 
156 
157 
173 
170 


3  227 

4  '258 
4  268 
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REPORTS   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON    INDIAN   AFFAIRS. 


On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Kennedy 

On  the  petition  of  William  Smith 

On  the  petition  and  documents  of  Richard  T.  Banks 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Baldridge 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Poas  Hadgo,  a  Creek  Indian 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dukes 

On  the  petition  of  John  McCartney 

On  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Choctav  Indians 


2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


92 
117 
167 
188 
189 
190 
218 
238 


REPORTS  OF   THE   COMMITTEE   OF   CLAIMS. 


On  the  petition  of  William  East    • 

On  the  claim  of  Ephraim  Sprague 

On  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clark 

On  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Paxton 

On  the  claim  of  John  Richey 

On  the  claim  of  John  L.  Scott 

On  the  claim  of  Charles  A.  Dodd  • 

On  the  claim  of  Richard  Robertson 

On  the  claim  of  Joseph  H.  Page    • 

On  the  claim  of  James  Ralston 

On  the  petition  of  John  Burke 

On  the  claim  of  Gad  Humphreys  • 

On  the  claim  of  Malachi  Hagan    • 

On  the  claim  of  General  Matthew  Arbuckle 

On  the  claim  of  John  J.  Bulonr,  jr. 

On  the  petition  of  General  Joseph  M.  Hernandez 


-  I 

-  2 

•  2 

-  2 

-  2 

-  2 

-  2 

-  2 

•  2 

-  2 

-  2 
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18 
19 
20 
44 
45 
46 
47 
62 
63 
64 
75 
91 
103 
129 
130 
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On  the  recommittal,  by  a  resolution  of  (he  Senate,  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  J.  Bu- 
low,  jr.,  and  other  bills  before  the  Senate,  providing 
for  the  payment  of  sufferers  by  the  late  Indian  wars 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  States  of  Tennessee, 
Georgia,  and  Alabama        -  -  -  -    3    196         1 

REPORTS    OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON    REVOLUTIONARY    CLAIMS. 

On  the  petition  of  William  W.  Williams    - 
On  the  petition  ot  Joseph  Morris     -  .  -  . 

On  the  petition  of  Wiishington  Wade,  sole  heir  of  Edward 
Wade,  decreased       -  -  •  -  - 

Oa  the  petition  of  the  heir  of  Frederick  Seigle,  deceased  - 
On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  John  Ramsay,  deceased 
On  the  petition  of  John  McCrory   -  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  the  legal  representatives  o(  Gaptain  Jor- 
dan -.---. 
On  the  petition  of  ihe  heirs  of  Samuel  Y.  Keene  - 
On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Moses  Elmer 
On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Powell 
On  the  petition  of  Robert  Piatt,  heir  of  Daniel  Piatt 
On  the  petition  of  the  widow,  children,  and  legatees  of  Gus- 
tavus  B.  Horner      -  -  -  .  . 
On  the  petition  of.  Eliza  Cansin      -            -            -  . 
On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Conway,  deceased    - 
On  the  petition  of  Betsey  C.  Shethar          -            -            . 
On  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Harvey  and  Hepry 

Harding      -  -  -  -     "       -  -    6    297         1 

REPORT    OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON    THE   JUDICIARY. 

On  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal  offi- 
cers in  elections       -  -  -  -  -    3     168         1 

REPORTS   OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON   THE    POST   OFFICE    AND    POST    ROADS. 

On  the  petition  of  Jesse  Smith        -  -  -  . 

On  the  petition  of  William  A.  Crocker        -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  Ira  Day  -  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  Converse  and  Reese       ... 
On  the  niemorial  of  the  Petersburi^  Railroad  Company 
On  the  petition  of  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker     ... 

REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

On  memorials  of  inhabitants  of  New  Albany,  St.  Louis,  and 
New  Orleans,  for  aid  in  constructing  the  Mount  Car- 
mel  and  New  Albany  railroad  -  -  -    2       49 

Instructing  the  Secretary  ot  War  to  cause  an  estimate  to  be 
made  of  the  sums  necessary  to  complete  the  Cum- 
berland road  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
and  for  its  extension  to  Jefferson  City,  Missouri       •    2    138 
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In-reiation  to  the  plan  oi  the  works  for  the  improvement  and 

protection  of  ihe  harbor  at  Michigtm  City    -  -    3     162         1 

On  the  bill  sfrantins:  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Ca- 
nal tk)mpany  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
purposes  therein  expressed  -  -  -    3     172         1 

On  the  memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  certain 
rivers  in  said  Territory        -  -  -  -    3    208         1 

On  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  complete  certain  mili- 
tary roads  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation to  complete  the  road  through  the  Missis- 
sippi swamp,  (fee.     ►  -  -  -  -3     21 II 

REPORTS   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON    PENSIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  W.  Thompson,  widow  of  the  late 

Colonel  Alexander  R.  Thompson     -  -  -     2       53         1 

On  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 

of  Pamela  Brown    -  -  -  -  -    2     143         1 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

On  the  resolution  inquiring  whether  the  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  had  conformed  to  the  act  approved 
May  31,1838 2      90        1 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PATENTS  AND  THE  PATENT  OFFICK. 

On  the  petition  of  Jeptha  A  Wilkinson      -  -  -    2     144         I 

REPORT  OP  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

On  the  subject  of  printing  the  Madison  papers        -  -    2     145         I 

REPORT  OF  JOINT  COMMITTEE, 

On  the  part  of  the  Senate  committee,  on  the  Smithsonian 

bequest        -  .  -  -  -    3    234         1 

MISCELLANEOUS    DOCUMENTS. 

Relating  to  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation  and 
settlement  of  that  part  of  Florida  which  is  now  over- 
run with  hostile  Indians      -  -  -  -     2      42         I 

Relating  to  the  cedinnr  of  iinappropriated  and  refuse  lands 

within  tlie  State  of  Tennessee  to  that  State  -     2       43         1 

Relating  to  the  "bill  to  provide  lor  the  organization  of  a 
volunteer  miliiia  force  for  the  defence  of  the  mari- 
time and  inland  froniier"     -  -  -  .2     102         1 

Relating  to  the  Indian  hosiilities,  and  the  means  proposed 
by  Governor  Call  of  terminating  ihem  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida        -  .  .  -  -    2    139         I 
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idag  to  the  allied  encroachment  of  the  <^  Polish  exiles" 
OB  inproved  lands  in  the  occupancy  of  certain  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Illinois  -  -  -  -    3     161         1> 
ing*  to  the  bill  (S.  160)  to  provide  for  the  armed  oocn- 
patioD  and  settlement  of  that  part  of  Florida  which 
IS  now  overrun  and  infested  by  marauding  bands  of 
hostile  Indians        -            -                        -            -    3     163         I 
iting  to  the  claim  of  Andrew  J.  Johnson  and  Samuel 

M.  Love      -  -  .  -  -  -     3     171 

iating'  to  the  improvement  of  Pigeon  river  -  -3     180 

•^owiDg  the  number  of  suits  in  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee  during  the 
last  six  years  -  -  -  -  -    3     183 

Containing  the  views  of  Briiton  Evans,  colonel  153d  regi- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  militia,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida    •  -     3     J8S 

Containing  the  views  of  Aobert  Schuyler  in  relation  to  tlie 

causes  of  explosions  of  steam  boilers   ^         -  -     3     192 

On  the  subject  of  reducing  and  equalizing  letter  postage,  as 

proposed  in  the  British  Parliament  -  -    3     194 

Relating  lo  the  claim  of  the  executor  of  John  J.  Bulow,  jr. 
to  be  indemnified  for  property  destroyed  by  the  hos- 
tile Indians  in  Florida         -  -  -  -3     196 

Gontainiog  the  views  of  Loudon  J.  McCormick  in  relation 

to  the  prevention  of  explosions  of  steam-boilers        -    3    217 

SehtiD^  to  the  claim  of  Colonel  A.  G.  Morgan;  of  Missouri, 

tar  military  services  in  Florida        -  -  -    3    228 

Showing  the  number  of  suits  on  the  trial  dockets  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
seventh  circuit  during  the  last  three  years  -  -    3    229 

Relating  to  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,  in 

the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  -  -  -      •      -    3    230 

GontaiDiag  a  copy  of  a  constitution  or  form  of  government 
for  the  people  of  Florida,  and  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress by  the  presidcut  ofiis^^  convention  of  delegates 
by  whom  it  was  formed       -  -  -  -    3    241 

Relating  to  the  defence  of  the  northeastern  frontier  of  the 

United  States  •  -  -  -  -    3    251 

Relating  to  the  claim  of  a  number  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  in  Indiana  to  be  allowed  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion -  -  -  -  -  -    4    266 

Relating  to  the  internal  improvements  of  the  State  of  Illinois    4    257 

Relating  to  the  manufacture,  quality,  and  uses  of  salt  in 
Great  Britain,  and  the  supposed  operation  of  the 
salt  duty   and  restrictions  on   the  fisheries,   agri- 
culture, and  laboring  classes  of  that  kingdom  -    4    269 
On  the  subje(^t  of  apprenticing  boys  on  merchant  vessels, 

and  the  establishment  of  nautical  schools    •  -     6     3C0 
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Of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  relative  to  the  ceding  to  that 
State  of  the  vacant  lands  on  the  "American  bottom" 
for  the  draining  of  said  land  -  -  -    2      21 

Of  the  Legislatul-e  of  Vermont,  relating  to  a  more  thorough 

organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States        -    2      59 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  granting  a  tract 

of  land  to  each  of  the  colleges  of  that  State  -    2      60 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  in  favor  of 
rescinding  the  expunging  resolution,  and  against  the 
Sub-'l['reasury  system  -  -  -  -    2      81 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  in  favor  of 
opening  an  inlet  at  Nag's  Head,  on  the  coast  of 
that  State    -  -  -  -  -  -    2     104 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and 
graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  -  -    2     105 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  to  obtain  an  appropriation  for 
the  immediate  survey  of  the  unsurveyed  lands  in 
that  State    -  -  -  -  -    2     131 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin,  praying  that  the 
title  of  the  Menomonie  Indians  to  lands  in  that 
territory  may  be  extinguished         -  -  -    3     148 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin,  praying  an 
alteration  of  the  southern  boundary  line  of  said 
Territory    -  -  -  -  -    3     149 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin,  praying  appro- 
priations for  the  construction  of  harbors  on  the 
western  shore  of  Lake  Michiofan     -  -  -    3     150 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  to  obtain  a  donation  of  a 
township  of  land  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Em- 
bar  ras  river  -  -  -  •  -    3     153 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  !he  Mount  Carmel 
and  New  Albany  railroad    -  -  -  -    3     166 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  a  per- 
manent pre-emption  law,  and  to  allow  a  credit  to 
actual  settlers  -  -  -  -  -    3     178 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  law  directing  the  coinage  of  small 
chanofe  at  the  branch  Mint  of  that  State      -  -    3     179 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  the 
currency  and  the  collection  and  keeping  of  the 
public  revenue        -  -  -  -  -    3    202 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama,  praying  the  cession 

of  the  Muscle  shoals  canal  to  that  State       -  -    3    206 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  in  relation  to  the 

disposition  of  the  public  lands         -  -  -    3    207 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  adverse  to  any  inter- 
ference by  Congress  with  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  slaveholding  States   •  •  -  .3    209 
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Of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Louisiana^  in  relation  to  the 

improTement  of  the  Atchafiilaya  and  Ked  rivers      -    3    214         1 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  port  of  entry  in  the  western  part  of 
that  State,  and  an  allowance  of  drawback  on  mer- 
diandise  exported  by  land  to  Mexico  -  >    3    225        1 

or  the  General  Assemblv  of  Maryland,  in  favor  of  an  ap- 
propriation for  tne  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Havre^ie  Grace      -  -  -  -  -    3    226        1 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Louisiana,  adverse  to  the  Sub- 
Treasury  system,  and  in  favor  of  the  incorporation 
of  a  national  bank  -  .  -  -  -     3    231         1 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  praying  an  appro-  ^ 

priation  for  the  completion  of  certain  military  roads 
in  that  State  -  -  -  -  -    3    236        1 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  steam  revenue  cutter  to  be  employed 
on  the  northern  lakes  -  -  -  -    3    240        1 

Of  die  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
change of  such  school  lands  in  that  State  as  may 
be  occupied  by  actual  settlers,  and  to  grant  pre- 
enqition  rights  to  such  settlers         -  -  -    3    243        I 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  light-house  and  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Clin- 
ton river     -  -  -  -  -  -    3    244        1 

Of  die  Greneral  Assembly  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  establish- 
ing a  surveyor  general's  office  in  that  State  -    3    246        1 

Of  the  Cxeneral  Assembly  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  amending 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  limit 
the  Presidential  term  of  office  to  four  y^iurs  -    3    249        1 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois,  against  the  adoption 

of  the  Sub-Treasury  S3rstem  -  -  -    3    260        1 

Of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  mea- 
sures to  insure  the  recognition,  by  foreira  powers, 
of  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States 4    262        i; 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  by  stages  from  Mis- 
sissippi City  to  Jackson  City,  and  of  the  distribution 
of  the  Mississippi  mail  at  Mobile     -  •  -    4    276         I' 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  post  route  from  EUisvilie  to  Paulding,  and 
a  post  office  at  Claiborne  ;  a  mail  route  from  Mis- 
sissippi City  to  Natchez,  and  a  mail  route  from 
Macon  to  Gainesville,  Alabama       -  -  -     6    286         l^ 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  main  mail  route  directly  from  Jackson, 
the  seat  of  Gotrernment  of  Mississippi,  to  Columbus    6    286        £* 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of 
an  adjustment  of  claims  for  spoliations  committed 
by  France  prior  to  1800      -  -  -  -    5    293        I 
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Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  in  favor  'of  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  construction  of  a  Macadamized  road  in 
that  State,  from  the  Madison  and  Lafayette  railroad^ 
at  or  near  Columbus,  to  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river  -    6    204         1 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  in  fiivor  of  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  oi  City 
West  .  .  .  -  .  .    6    395        1 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  a  survey 

of  Calumic  river,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement    -    6    296        1 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Of  James  Barron,  praying  the  payment  of  certain  claims 

disallowed  by  the  accounting  officers  -  -    1        5 

Of  Charles  F.  Smith  and  others,  praying  that  officers  of  the 
line  of  the  army  may  be  put  upon  the  same  footing 
as  those  of  the  staff  -  -  -  -    1        6 

Of  the  surgeons  of  the  navy,  praying  an  increase  of  pay  -    1       10 

Of  Harriet  de  la  Palm  Baker,  praying  indemnification  for 
her  father's  sacrifices  during  the  revolutionary  war 

Of  Truman  Hastings  and  others,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
law  authorizing  the  keeping  of  post  offices  open  on 
Sundays     -  -  -  -  -  -    1      12 

Of  citizens  of  Louisville,  relative  to  the  passage  of  an  act 
for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on 
vessels  propelled  by  steam  .... 

Of  Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay,  for  compensation  for 
extra  labor  done  on  the  Cumberland  road    - 

Of  Russell  Comstock,  for  the  United  States  to  purchase  of 
him  certain  discoveries  relative  to  the  blight,  &c.,  of 
fruittrees'  .----- 

Of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Tompkins  county,  for  a  revision 
of  the  militia  system  -  -  *         - 

Of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company,  praying  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  withheld  from  them  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  -  .  .  . 

Of  John  Roberts,  praying  to  be  released  from'  liability  as 
surety  for  Morrison  and  Wheeler    -  .  - 

Of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company, 
praying  the  purchase  of  5000  acres  of  Government 
land  on  a  credit  of  six  years,  and  an  extension  of 
their  bonds  for  three  years  for  the  payment  of  certain 
duties  on  railroad  iron  imported  by  them    -  -    2      37        1 

Of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,. praying  the  erection 

of  a  custom-house  at  that  place       -  -  2      38         1 

Of  the  members  of  the  New  York  Peace  Society,  for  Con- 
gress to  interpose  as  a  mediator  between  Prance  and 
Mexico       -  -  -         '  -  -  .    2      40        1 

Of  a  number  of  merchants  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at  In- 
dian Key    -  -   '        -  -  .  -    2      54         1 
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Of  T.  H.  Perkins  aiiid  others,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
to  authorize  the  discontinuance  of  the  spirit  ration 
allowed  to  seamen  in  the  public  service       -  .3    223 

Of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  Springfield, 
New  Jersey,  praying  indemnification  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  said  church  during  the  revolutionary  war  -  3  224 
Of  a  convention  of  delegates  of  the  people  of  Florida,  in 
favor  of  a  repeal  or  modification  of  certain  acts  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  that  Territory,  incorpo- 
rating  banking,  railroad,  and  other  companies  -  3  232 
Of  the  Legislative  CJouncil  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  enrolment 
of  a  number  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  that 
Territory    -  -  -  -  -  -    3    233 

Of  the  American  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Know- 
ledge, praying  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  im- 
portant objects  of  that  institution    -  -  -    3    236 

Qf  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  certain  military  roads 
in  that  State  -  -  -  -  -    3    236 

Ot  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying;  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon 
Territory,  to  enable  them  to  form  a  settlement  in 
said  Territory         -  -  -  -  -    3    237 

Of  dtizeos  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  modification  of  the  na* 

tnralization  laws     -  -  -  -  -3    246 

Of  dOxna  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house at  the  inlet  of  Little  %g  Harbor       •  -    3    247 

OfSuaael  T.  Harrison,  praying  that  the  duties  on  a  portion 
of  certain  apparatus  tor  refining  suffar,  imported  by 
him,  may  be  refunded,  and  to  be  aUowed  to  import 
the  residue  free  of  duty       -  -  -  -    3    248 

Qf  masters  of  wrecking  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Florida  op- 
posed to  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at 
Indian  Key  -  -  -  -  -    4    266 

Of  dtiKDaof  Kittery,  Maine,  against  repealing  the  duty  on 
salt,  and  f^ainst  aboliming  the  bounty  allowed  to 
owners  of  &hing  vessels     -  -  -  •    4    269 

Qf  dtizeos  of  Addison  county,  Vermont,  praying  the  estab- 
lidmient  of  a  national  foundry  at  Yergennesi  in  that 
State 4    260 

Of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  the  city  of  Baltinoorei 
praying  the  continnance  of  the  usual  annual  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  said 
city  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    261 

Of  natormuzed  citi2sens  residing  in  Michiean,  pntying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  secure  the  rec(^ition  of 
theur  rights  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  -    4    263 

Qf  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  a  donation  of  land  to  emi- 
grants and  settlers  in  the  Oregon  Territory  -    4    266 

Qf  Pierce  and  Ritrick  ShannoUi  pra]ring  to  be  wowed  to 
import  the  materials  for  an  iron  steamboat  firee  of 
4uty 6    284 


L  relnlion  to  tlie  manuiactUTe 


Of  Charles  L.  P'leischman,  ii 

of  beet  siignr  -  -  -  -  -     3 

Of  the  Legishtiirt!  of  Wisconsin  Terrilory,  praying  that 
the  title  of  llie  Meiiomonie  Indians  to  lands  within 
thnt  Territory  may  be  extinguished  -  -    3 

Of  the  Legislainre  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  prayine  the 
alteration  of  the  southern  boundary  line  of  that' 
Territory    -  -  -  -  -  -    3 

Of  citizens  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  praying  Congress  to 
take  possession  of,  and  extend  their  jurisdiction  over, 
said  Territory         -  -  -  -  -    3 

Of  Samnei  Raub,  jr.,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  requir- 
ing the  use  of  the  double  self-acting  safety  valve  on 
board  of  steamboats  -  -  -  -     3 

Of  E.  A.  TheJIer,  praying  that  the  rights  of  naturalized 

citizens  maybe  defined         -  ■  -  -     3 

Of  cordwainers  in  (he  UistHct  of  Columbia,  praying  a  re- 
peal of  so  much  of  the  act  concerning  the  govern- 
ment and  discipline  of  the  penitentiary  in  said  Dis- 
trict as  authorises  the  warden  to  let  out  the  labor  of 
the  convicts  by  contract       -  -  -  -    3 

Of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  erection  of  pieis  in 

the  Delaware  river,  at  or  near  Delaware  City  -     3 

Of  Mira  M.  Alexander,  heir  of  George  Madison,  praying 
remuneration  for  his  services,  ^.,  while  in  the 
United  States  army  -  -  -  -    3 

Of  Philip  Kearney,  praying  the  establishment  of,  and  pro- 
posing a  plan  for,  a  national  hank   -  -  -    3 

Of  citizens  upon  the  northern  and  western  frontiers,  pray- 
ing the  employment  of  a  steam  revenue  cutter  on  the 
great  western  lakes  -  ■  •  -  -    3 

Of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Selma  and  Teonenee 
Railroad  Company  and  others,  citizens  of  Florida, 
praying  that  said  company  be  permitted  to  enter  a 
quantity  of  fiublic  lana  at  the  minunum  price    -    -    3 

Of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  adverse  to  any  legis- 
lation on  the  part  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  said  District        -  -  -  -    3 

Of  Alden  Partridge  and  Edmund  Burke,  in  behalf  of  die 
military  convention  of  Vermont,  praying  Uie  adop- 
tion of  a  plan  proposed  by  them  for  the  reoi^aniza- 
tion  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Slates        •  -3 

Of  William  C.  Poole,  oi  Baltiuiore,  Maryland,  praying  tho 
patronage  of  Congress  to  a  proposed  panlicalion  to 
show  more  perfectly  the  latitudes  and  lr>ngJiiKi< 
and  the  variation  of  the  compass    - 

Of  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Silk  Society, 
00  the  subject  of  the  culture  of  silk 

Of  citizens  of  New  Castle,  New  Hampshire,  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  law  aHowiog  a  bounty  to  resets  engaged 
in  the  cod  fisheries  -  -  -  ■  - 


INDEX.  LdX: 

Vol.    Na    Page. 
Of  T.  H.  Perkins  a:iid  others,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
to  aatborize  the  discontinuance  of  the  spirit  ration 
allowed  to  sdamen  in  the  public  service       -  .3    223        1 

Of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  Springfield, 
New  Jersey,  praying  indemnification  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  said  church  during  the  revolutionary  war  -  3  224  1 
Of  a  convention  of  delegates  of  the  people  of  Florida,  in 
favor  of  a  repeal  or  modification  of  certain  acts  of 
the  Le^lative  Assembly  of  that  Territory,  incorpo- 
rating banking,  railroad,  and  other  companies  -  3  232  1 
Of  the  L^islative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  enrolment 
of  a  number  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  that 
Territory    -  -  .  -  -  -    3    233        1 

Of  the  American  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Know- 
ledge, pra3ring  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  im- 
portant objects  of  that  institution    -  -  -    3    236        1 
Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  certain  military  roads 
in  that  State            -           -            -            -  -    3    236        1 
Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  prayine  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon 
Territory,  to  enable  them  to  form  a  settlement  in 
said  Territory         -            -           -           -           -    3    237        1 
Of  citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  modification  of  the  na- 

toraUzation  laws     -  -  -  -  -    3    246        1 

Of  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house at  the  inlet  of  Little  Egg  Harbor       -  -    3    247        1 
Of  Samuel  T.  Harrison,  praying  that  the  duties  on  a  portion 
of  certain  apparatus  tor  refining  suffar,  imported  by 
him,  may  be  refunded,  and  to  be  aUowed  to  import 
the  residue  free  of  duty       -           -           -           -    3    248        1 
Of  masters  of  wrecking  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Florida  op- 
posed to  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at 
Indian  Key            -            -           -           •           -    4    2S5        1 
Of  dtizeos  of  Kittery,  Maine,  against  repealing  the  doty  on 
salt,  and  itfainst  aboliwing  the  bounty  allowed  to 
owners  of  &hing  vessels     -           -           -           •    4    269        1 
Of  dtizBDs  of  Addison  county,  Yermont,  praying  the  estab- 
lisfament  of  a  national  foundry  at  Yergennes,  in  that 

State 4    260        1 

Of  Che  mayor  and  city  council  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  the  continiiance  of  the  usual  annual  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  said 

cihr 4    261        1 

Of  natorauzed  citizens  residing  in  Michigan,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  secure  the  recognition  of 
theur  ri^ts  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  -  4  263  1 
Of  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  a  donation  of  land  to  emi- 
grants and  settlers  in  the  Oregon  Territory  •  4  266  1 
Of  Pierce  and  P^ttrick  Shannon,  praying  to  be  ulowed  to 
import  the  materials  for  an  iron  steamboat  free  of 
4oty 5    284        1 


libr 


INDEX. 


Vol   No. 

Of  oitusans  of  Portage  coimtyi  Ohio,  praying  the  repeal  or 
modification  of  the  neutrality  law,  and  that  Oonerae 
demand  redress  for  the  destructioit  of  the  sfeamboat 
Caroline &   308        1 


INDEX.  Ldr 

Vol.    No.    Page. 
Of  T.  H.  Perkins  and  others,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
to  aatborize  the  discontinuance  of  the  spirit  ration 
allowed  to  sdamen  in  the  public  service       -  .3    223        1 

Of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  Springfield, 
New  Jersey,  praying  indemnification  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  said  church  during  the  revolutionary  war  -  3  224  1 
Of  a  convention  of  delegates  of  the  people  of  Florida,  in 
favor  of  a  repeal  or  modification  of  certain  acts  of 
the  legislative  Assembly  of  that  Territory,  incorpo. 
rating  banking,  railroad,  and  other  companies  -  3  232  1 
Of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  enrolment 
of  a  number  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  that 

Territory 3    233        1 

Of  the  American  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Know- 
ledge, pra^ng  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  im- 
portant objects  of  that  institution    -  -  -    3    236        1 
Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  certain  military  rcNEds 
in  that  State            -           -            -            -  -    3    236        1 
Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  prayine  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon 
Territory,  to  enable  them  to  form  a  settlement  in 
said  Territory         -            -           -           -           -    3    237        1 
Of  dtizens  oi  Louisiana,  praying  the  modification  of  the  na- 
turalization laws     -           -           -           -           -    3    246        1 
Of  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  erection  of  a  light- 

hoose  at  the  inlet  of  Little  Egg  Harbor       -  -    3    247        1 

Of  Sanmel  T.  Harrison,  praying  that  the  duties  on  a  portion 
of  certain  apparatus  tor  refining  sufinir,  imported  by 
him,  may  be  refunded,  and  to  be  aUowed  to  import 
the  residae  free  of  duty       -  -  -  -    3    248        1 

Of  masters  of  wrecking  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Florida  op- 
posed to  the  ^tablishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at 
Indian  Key  -  -  •  •  -4    255        I 

Of  dtizens  of  Kittery,  Maine,  afifainst  repealing  the  doty  on 
salt,  and  mipst  aboliwing  the  bomity  allowed  to 
owners  of  &hing  vessels  -  -  •    4    269        1 

Of  dtizBDs  of  Addison  county,  Yennont,  praying  the  estab- 
Usfament  of  a  national  foundry  at  Yergennes,  in  that 

State 4    260        1 

Of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  the  dty  of  Baltimore, 
praying  the  continuance  of  the  usual  annual  appro- 
jmation  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  said 

city 4    261        1 

Of  naturalized  dtizens  residing  in  Michigan,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  secure  the  recognition  of 
their  rights  as  dtizens  of  the  United  States  -  4  263  1 
Of  dtizens  of  Michigan,  praying  a  donation  of  land  to  emi- 
grants and  settlers  in  the  Oregon  Territory  -  4  266  1 
Of  Pierce  and  Patrick  Shannon,  praying  to  be  ulowed  to 
import  the  materials  for  an  iron  steamboat  free  of 
duty 5    284        1 


Sth  Congress,  [SENATE.]  T  147  1 


2d  Session, 


MEMORIAL 


OP 


CHARLES  L.  FLEISCHMANN, 


IN 


JRelaium  to  the  manufacture  of  Beet  Sugar. 


January  28, 1839. 

Msred  10  ^e  Committee  on  Agricolture,  ^d  'ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  5,000  addi- 
tional copies  oe  famished  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


TABLB  OP  CONTENTS. 

P»ge. 

ffistoiy  of  the  beet-root  sugar           -           -            -           -            -  2 

Increase  of  the  mano&cture  and  consumption  in  France      -           -  2 

CoDd&on  of  the  colonies     -            -            -            -        '    -            -  3 

Atgress  in  England           -            -            -            -            -            -  4 

Atigress  in  Russia,  &c.,  Germany    -  -  -  -  -6 

taq)ortance  of  the  new  process,  examined  by  a  French  author         -  6 

Chemical  analysis  of  the  beet-root    •            .           •            .            -  9 

Microscopic  examination  of  the  beet,  by  M.  Raspail            -            -  9 

Results  of  examination        -           -           ...           .  9 

Piogress  of  the  sugar  manufacture  in  America         -           -           -  10 
Compamtive  price  of  labor,  &c. ;  advantages  in  favor  of  the  United 

States,  &c.          .  -            -            -            .            -           -            -  10 

Sagar  produced  in  Louisiana           -           -           •           -           -  11 
Importation  of  sugar  in  the  United  States,  and  the  advantages  of 

home  production  -  -  -  .  -  -  -11 

Sugar  from  the  pumpkin      -           -            -           -           .           -  11 

Sagar  from  green  com,  and  rotation  of  crops           -           -           -  12 
Theyield  and  profit  of  the  beet  manufacture           -            -            -12 

An  ingenious  apparatus  for  reducing  saccharine  liquids        •           -  12 
Reasons  for  encouraging  this  branch  of  industry  in   the  United 

States       .            -           .           -            -           .           -           -  13 
ftnwlifications  necessary  for  an  agent,  &c.,  to  obtain  the  necessary 

information  in  Europe,  relating  to  the  manufiu^ture  of  beet^sugar, 

&c .           -  13 


ARiTea^priiilexB. 


[147]  « 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 

United  9W^ 

Respectfully  represents  : 

The  existence  of  crystallizable  sugar  in  the  beet  root  was  discovered  by 
the  German  chemist  Markgraf,  in  tke  year  1747.  He  communicated  the 
results  of  his  experiments  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Berlin  ; 
pointed  out  the  importance  which  his  discovery  would  have  on  agriculture 
and  industry,  and  endeavored  to  bring  it  into  practice ;  but  at  that  time, 
the  price  of  sugar  being  moderate,  chemistry  not  enough  advanced  to 
modify  the  complicated  operations,  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  not  suffi- 
ciently awakened  to  make  it  an  object  of  speculation,  the  discovery  re- 
mained without  being  put  into  pmotical  use  nntil  the  year  1796,  (forty-nine 
years  afterwards,)  when  Achavd,  aiiot^of  Pr^ssiaa  checnist,  repeated  the 
experiments  of  Markgraf,  raodified  them,  and  erected  the  first  manufactory 
at  Kunnern,  in  Germany. 

The  results  of  Achard's  manipulation  created  great  sensation  all  over 
Europe,  particularly  in  France,  where  the  chemists  reexamined  the  pro- 
cess of  Achard,jsimplified  it,  and  made  it  more  practicable  and  profitable  in 
its  results. 

These  simplified  maniputationa  ware  adopted  by  enibnsiatf  ic  speeuhn- 
tDrs,  full  of  sanguine  expectations,  peculiar  to  the  French  cbciracter  y  but 
tixe  results  were  not  satisfactory,  as  the  immensely  la/ge  and  costly  maiv 
ufactories  were  pardy  established  in  places  where  the  soii  was  not  suffi- 
ciently productive,  where  fuel  was  scarce  ttnd  higli)  the  noarket  distant, 
and  the  operations  directed  by  men  who  ha^  mot  th^  loast,  idea  o£  agricut*^ 
mre — a  science  necessarily  connected  with  the  manUilEaclu]:e  of  the  beol- 
sugar — no  practical  knowledge^  of  an  entirely  new  process^  and  a  most 
\{nperfect  apparatus,  llie  consequence  of  these  obstacles  was  a  complete 
failure,  which  induced  the  opinion  over  the  whole  WMid,  thai  the  extfao* 
tian  of  sugar  ffom  the  beet,  though  ^ocrooi.  ia  tbaacyi  w«9  inapKaeiicd^  €«l 
a  large  s^le, 

This,  however,  was  not  the  opinion  of  enlightened  men ;  they  saw 
th^  causes  of  failure  in  their  true  light,  and  endeayored  to  overcome  and 
to  correct  them.  The  political  events  of  ISiti  acoelepated  the  deveta|K 
ment  of  ibi»  new  turaoi^  Qfim^n^vf]  tho  French  GovervMmnt,  in  waMi^f 
a  substitute  for  the  colonial  sugar,  encouraged  the  manufacture  of  the 
beetsugar,  by  establishing  four  large  manufactories  and  five  chemical 
schools,  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  experiments^  mi  teaching  the  besT 
method  of  extraction. 

In  1814,  these  manufactoriaaw^^  m  (hU  ^mtiqu  w^^  flouioal^lig^ 
when  the  peace  of  EiMrop^  allowed  the  impojrt^ion  of  the  colonial  sjngar 
into  Frai;ice,,  causing  a  destructive  shock  to  the  manufacturers  of  indigo- 
nous  su^r,  which  none  hut  jromense  fortunes  ceokt  endure,  and  created, 
again,'  the  belief  that  the  manufacture  of  the -beet-sugar  could  never  came 
in  conipetiliMi*wUh;tlMf^0loiwl. 

Thi&  m\gH  b*^  be^fls  ^^,  %al  cata^trqpbft  of  the  maqufactujre  of  the 

b^t-sugar,  had  it  not  been  for  the  efforts  made  to  revive  it  again  by  some 
Wealthy  and  enlightened  manufacturers. 
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These  efforts,  however,  did  not  arise  entirely  from  the  patriotic  desire 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  France,  (as  now  pretended,)  but  partly  to  pre- 
vent the  loss  of  immense  capitals  invested  in  buildings,  apparatus,  farms, 
&C.  Moreover,  the  manufacturers  knew  there  was  yet  five  or  six  per 
cent  more  to  gain  by  an  improved  operation. 

This  it  was  that^ave  a  new  start  to  this  favorite  branch  of  industry  ^ 
and  chemistry,  particularly  adapted  to  improve  the  art  and  manu&cture, 
asBisted  in  simplifying  the  process,  and  discoveced  the  mode  of  reviving 
animal  charcoal  so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  repeatedly  used,  while  the  im- 
proved apparatus  helped  to^  economize  labor  and  fuel ;  and  all  this,  com- 
biQed  with  a  wonderful  perseverance,  reduced  the  expenses  of  the  falm- 
cation,  and  enabled  the  old  eistablishments  to  continue  in  operation,  even 
when  the  price  of  colonial  sugar  was  very  low.  This  created  confidence 
and  a  rapid  increase  of  establishments. 

The  cultivation  of  the  beet  has  had  the  most  beneficial  influence  on 
agricnlture ;  as,  in  the  last  year,  nK>re  than  eighty  thousand  acres  of  land 
were  planted  in  beet,  producing  about  one  million  of  tons  of  this  root ; 
and,  as  ^nerally  rotations  of  four  crops  are  adopted,  it  brought  at  least 
three  million  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  under  the  mgbest  cul- 
tivatioD. 

The  foUowiBg  table  shows  the  rapid  increase  of  the  maoafactories,  and 
the  quantity  produced,  in  France. 

Beet-su^r. 

In  1828  there  were  103  manufactories,  which  produced      100,000  cwt; 
18S1  200  230,000 

1836  543  950,000      ' 

1837  600  l,000,00a 
Or  60,000  tons  of  beec^sitgar. 

The  nnmuftcture  of  indigenous  sugar  did  not  ailect  the  demai^d  for 
eelonial  sugar,  as  the  consumption  contimiaHy  increased  until  the  year 
1838^  as  appears  by  a  table  from  the  Jmirnal  of  Commerce  of  18^6,  viz : 

Consumptioii  of  colonial  sugar.  ConsamptioD  of  beet-sugar. 

In  1826,  61,255,232  firancs.  4,000.000  francs. 

1831,  67,6^,792  10,000,000 

1832,  62,669,638  16,000,000 
1836,  6!?,000,000  30,000,000 

But  m  the  year  1836,  France  im{)orted  only  75,120  tons  of  colonic 
sugar — a  diminution  of  15,630  tons  in  one  year ;  a  fuanium  too  liu'ge 
not  to  alarm  the  proprietors  of  the  sugar  plantations  m  the  French  ool« 
onieSy  and  particmarl  v  in  Martinique,  who  looked}  some  years  ago,  with 
an  ironical  sm3e  at  the  beet-sugar  manufacturer.  Tliey,  who  have  ridi^ 
culed  and  ca^ricatared  everv  knprovement  in  this  branch  of  industry, 
felt  themselves  forced  to  sencf,  in  1835,  Baron  de  Cools,  with  tba  followiag; 
proposition  to  the  French  Governmental  viz :  demanding — 

1.  Diminution  of  the  duties  upon  French  colonial  sugar  of  60  per  eent.| 
sod  a  proportional  Iredaction  of  duties  upon  the  foreign  colonial  sugar. 

2.  The  permission  to  export  the  colenial  sugar  direct  to  a  fomgn 
market 

3.  A  careful  examination  and  invet^igation  how  the  Fsench  eoUnial 
and  beet-suffar  manufactories  can  be  e^iiuly  taxed. 

The  latesl  news  from  France  states  that  the  Government  came  .finally 
to  the  conclusion  of  an  equal  taxation  upon  the  indigenous  and  coYouVsl 
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sugar,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  extract  from  a  New  York 
paper,  (Morning  Courier  and  New  York  Enquirer  of  Deeember  18,  1838,) 
dated 

[By  the.  Ville  de  Lyons.] 

«  Paris,  October  30, 1838. 

'« A  branch  of  industry,  (the  offspring  of  necessity  under  the  empire,) 
the  production  of  sugar  from  beetroot,  has^  engaged  much  attention  in 
Prance,  and  has  been  carried  on  with  success,  and  to  a  vast  extent.  The 
natural  consequence  has  been,  that  sugar,  the  produce  of  the  French 
colonies,  which  is  burdened  with  a  very  large  duty  on  importation  into 
France,  was  beaten  out  of  the  market.  Appeals  were  made  by  the  suf- 
fering colonists  to  the  Government,  repeatedly,  representing  the  distress 
into  which  they  had  fallen  from  this  circumstance ;  the  irremediable  ruin 
that  would  necessarily  fall  upon  ihem  if  the  present  tariff  were  main- 
tained, and  soliciting  relief.  After  a  variety  of  expedients  to  evade  a 
decision  on  the  point,  the  Government  has  just  come  to  the  resolution  of 
proposing  to  the  Chambers,  (which  are  to  meet  on  the  24th  December,) 
to  reduce  the  import  duty  on  colonial  sugar  by  8^  francs  per  cwt.,  which, 
with  a  precisely  similar  excise  duty  levied  on  the  beet<root,  or  home- 
grown sugar,  will,  they  say,  suffice  to  reopen  the  market  to  the  colonies." 

Such  is  the  state  and  result  of  the  indigenous  sugar  manufacture  in 
France. 

What  is  the  progress  of  this  branch  of  industry  in  the  other  parts  of 
Europe? 

England,  (the  mother  of  colonies,)  which  was  very  much  prejudiced 
against  the  manufacture  of  indigenous  sugar,  seems  to  see,  in  the  adoption 
of  it,  the  only  means  of  improving  the  physical  and  moral  condition  of 
man  in  her  colonies ;  and  she  has  already  overcome  some  of  her  prejudices 
and  has  begun  to  establish  manufactories.  The  following  article,  taken 
from  the  London  Mechanics'  Magazine  of  1836,  (No.  169,)  will  show 
its  progress : 

"  A  refinery  of  sugar  from  the  beet-root  is  l>eing  erected  at  Thames 
bank,  Chelsea,  which,  it  is  expected,  will  be  in  operation  in  about  six 
weeks.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  during  the  past  summer,  a  great 
many  acres  of  land  have  been  put  into  cultivation  with  the  root  at  Wands- 
worth and  other  places.  The  machinery  will  be  principally  on  the  plans 
ot  the  vacuum-pans,  and  a  pure  refined  sugar  will  be  produced  from 
the  ^icc  by  the  first  process  of  evaporation,  after  it  has  simply  under- 
gone the  process  of  discolorization.  Another  part  of  the  premises  is  ap- 
propriated to  the  manufacture  of  coarse  brown  paper  from  the  refuse,  for 
which  it  is  extensively  used  in  France.  In  case  the  Government  do  not 
interfere,  and,  by  rendering  the  product  excisable,  retard  or  prohibit  its 
manu&cture.  several  individuals  have  it  in  contemplation  to  establish 
refineries  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  purifying  sugar,  which  may 
be  produced  in  agricultural  districts  for  domestic  or  foreign  use.  A  refi- 
nery has  lately  been  established  at  Belfast,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  town 
upwards  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  have  been  put  in  cultivation  with 
the  beet-root  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar." 

Russia,  which  adopts  every  useful  improvement  in  manu&cturt,  has. 
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io  the  soQtbern  departments,  lar^e  manufactories  of  beet  sugar,  by  which 
she  expects  to  furnish  some  of  the  Asiatic  markets  with  this  article.  So 
have  Bohemia,  Hungary,  Austria,  and  Switzerland  large  beet-sugar  manu- 
factories in  the  most  flourishing  condition. 

The  Grermatis.   though  the  disco^rerers  of  the  crystallizable  sugar  in  the 
beetroot,  until  1838  made  very  little  progress  in  its  manufacture.     This 
is  to  be  ascribed   as  well  to  the  continual  war  with  France,  which  checked 
enery  improvement,   Jis  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  business  itself.     The 
Germans,   well   aware  and  well   informed  of  every  improvement   made 
abroad,  never  found  it  sufficiently  lucrative  to  embark  in  it;  but  it  seems 
ihat  this  nation,  which  has  gfiven  the  world  so  many  great  and  important 
discoveries,   was  de^.tined  to  bring  its  own  discovery  of  the  extraction  of 
the  sugar  from  the  beet  to  perfection.     This  was  accomplished  by  Mr. 
Schuetzenbach,   of  the  Grand   Duchy  of  Baden.    Schuetzenbach   re-ex- 
imined  carefullj    Markgrafs  ex})eriments,   and  found  that  the  first  ex- 
periment of  this  great  chemist,  made  eigluy-nine  years  ago,  is  the  best 
m^hod,  when   modified,  to  produce,  witn  less  labor  and  expense,  eight 
poQods  of  white  refined  sugar  out  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  raw 
beet-root     This  improvement  it  is  which  will,  in  a  short  space  of  time, 
exdnde  all  the  colonial  sugar  from  the  European  market,  as  well  as  our 
own.    This  improvement,  also,  will  change  the  condition  of  millions  of 
men  in  the  colonies. 

The  opinion  and  judgment  of  a  nation,  jealous  of  every  discovery  or 
improTeraent  made  in  other  countries,  and  especially  in  this  branch   of 

indosfry,  in   which  it  has  sacrificed  millions  of  francs  for  its  perfection, 

will  serve  as  a  proof  of  the  importance  of  the  new  improvement.  These 
oey  discoveries  are  detailed  in  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Journal 
des  DebcUs  Politlques  et  LiUraires^  in  Paris,  dated  the  16th  July,  1838, 
by  Michel  Chevalier,  viz : 

"  It  would  seem  that  the  spirit  which  was  manifested  in  the  days  of  the 
revolution,  has  been  transferred  from  the  political  arena,  and  is  exerting 
itself  in  that  of  industry.  At  this  time  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from 
beets  is  on  tho  point  of  undergoing  a  metamorphosis  which,  as  it  appears, 
will  change  all  the  condition  of  its  existence,  and  extend  its  influence,  not 
ODJy  to  the  consumption,  but  also  to  the  production  of  that  article. 

*^  Until  now,  a  series  of  operations  has  been  applied  to  the  extracting  of 
sugar  from  the  beet,  which,  though  simple  enough  in  appearance,  are  in 
reality  complicated  and  delicate  ;  which  demand  hot  only  a  great  number 
of  intelligent  and  skilful  workmen,  but  also  require  considerable  material 
to  be  operated  upon;  and  which,  again,  consume  costly  articles,  such  as 
milk,  blood,  minimal  charcoal,  &c.  ^ 

"  In  the  former  process  the  suorar-beet  was  scraped  ;  the  pulp  pressed  by 
means  of  an  hydraulic  press.  The  juice  so  obtained  underwent  defeca- 
tion, or  the  separation  of  the  albuminous  and  mucilaginous  elements,  and 
then  the  clarification  and  evaporation.  Once  concentrated,  the  sirup 
underwent  crystallization,  which  furnished  the  raw  sugar ;  and  this  then 
had  to  be  refined  before  it  could  be  admitted  on  our  tables. 

"  Since  its  origin,  the  process  of  extracting  the  sugar  has  always  b^en  the 
main  point,  but  it  has  been  modified  and  improved  in  the  details  ;  so  much 
so,  that  our  manufacturers,  who  were  ruining  themselves  when  the  sugar 
was  at  six  francs  the  pound,  are  becoming  rich  at  the  low  price  of  twenty 
sous  per  pound.     At  this  time  the  scraping,  pressing,  defecation,  clarity- 
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ing,  and  evaporating  were  attended  with  difficulties,  which  it  required  a 
great  length  of  time  to  subdue.  The  loss  in  manufacturing  was  enor- 
mous, as  only  from  three  to  five,  parts  of  sugar  were  obtained  from  a  hun- 
dred pounds  of  beets,  instead  of  ten  pounds,  which  are  contained  in  the 
root. 

^  With  the  assistance  of  cliemical  analysis,  it  was  ascertained  that  this 
evil  proceeded  from  the  presence  of  a  certain  quantity  of  acid,  of  divers 
coloring,  mucilaginous,  and  gelatinous  matters,  suspended  in  the  juice. 
The  presence  of  these  mischievous  substances  injures  the  euffar,  prevents 
it  from  chrystallizing,  sometimes  destroys  it.  and  causes  it  to  yield  only  poor 
molasses.  To  prevent  these  injurious  effects,  different  agents  have  been 
used,  which  were  found  more  or  less  efficacious.  Apparatus  was  con- 
structed, which  accelerated  the  manufacture,  and  diminished  the  time  du- 
ring which  the  sugar  is  in  contact  with  these  injurious  substances ;  but  the 
inquiry  was  never  made  whether  it  were  possible  to  separate  the  sugar 
from  those  foreign  bodies,  or  at  least  to  neutralize  or  paralyze  their  de- 
structive power,  before  the  juice  is  extracted. 

*'Tte  new  process,  first  alluded  to,  was  discovered  in  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Baden,  by  Mr.  Schuetzenbach,  of  Carlsruhe.  The  experiments  intro- 
duced a  method  of  manufacturing  the  sugar  which  was  adqpted  by  sev- 
eral manufacturers  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  which  is  already 
in  vigorous  operation. 

^'Like  all  ideas  which  are  destined  to  accomplish  revolutions  in  manu- 
factures, as  well  as  in  politics,  that  which  serves  as  basis  to  the  new  pro- 
cess is  simple.  The  operation  of  drying  the  beets  immediately  after  they 
are  taken  from  the  field,  is  now  the  first  step  in  the  process.  By  this  op- 
eration, the  mucilagmous  matter,  which  is  an  integral  part  of  the  beet, 
loses  the  property  of  dissolving  in  water ;  this  drying  stops  also  the  fer- 
mentation which  takes  place  during  the  preservation  of  the  beets  in  cel- 
lars or  in  the  heap,  and  likewise  prevents  the  formation  of  acids,  which 
were  created  at  tlie  expense  of  the  sugar,  and  which  embarrassed  the 
manufacture  oi  b(»ei  sugar. 

"When  the  l^eets  are  once  dried  the  sugar  is  easily  obtained  by  mixing 
them  with  a  small  quantity  of  water,  which  produces  a  solution  of  sugar 
and  a  very  small  proportion  of  other  bodies,  and  which,  by  the  process  of 
evaporation,  gives  at  once  a  good  product,  which  can  De  easily  refined. 

•  "In  a  word,  the  elementary  operation  of  the  desiccation  acts  with  the 
power  of  exorcism;  it  drives  from  the  juice  all  injurious  substances 
which  were  the  former  causes  of  evil  in  this  manufacture* 

"This  fact  being  once  understood,  and  duly  verified  by  experiments  on  a 
large  scale,  it  was  then  important  to  bring  it  to  perfection  by  an  easy 
practical  manipulation.  This  is  what  the  ^Societe  dC  Encouragement'  is 
about  to  undertake,  and  that  with  every  chance  of  complete  success.  This 
is  already  much  more  than  mere  expectation,  because  the  problems  which 
it  has  proposed  are  already  more  than  half  solved,  and  the  entire  solution 
of  them  is  scarcely  a  matter  of  doubt :  so  that  the  manufacture  of  the  su- 
gar from  beets  is  about  to  be  built  on  a  new  basis. 

"  The  *  Socieie  d!  Encouragement  have  offered  the  following  prizes  for 
the  promotion  of  this  manufacture : 

"1.  One  of  4.000  francs  for  the  best  process  for  the  desiccation  of  the 
beets. 
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<<2.  One  of  4,000  francs  for  the  best  treafiimmt  of  the  dried  bedl  for  the 
tstraction  of  the  raw  sugar. 

**  3.  One  of  4,000  francs  fpr  the  conversion  of  the  raw  into  refhted  sugar, 
irithoat  taking  it  out  of  the  mould. 

"*  4.  One  of  3,000  firanes  for  an  analysis  6f  the  beet  root,  ^o. 

**6.  One  of  3^000  francs  for  the  invention  of  a  saceharometer,  which 
should  be  so  constnicted  as  to  be  easily  applied,  and  to  have  the  ptoporty 
of  showing  immediately  ihe  quantity  of  crystaliizable  sugar  contained  in 
Cbe  fluid  under  trial.  A  contrivxiilce  of  this  kind^  which  woukt  be  a  sure 
guide  for  the  farmer,  and  for  the  workman  in  manufactories,  indicatincr  to 
cbe  former  the  proper  time  to  collect  his  crop  of  beets,  and  to  the  latter  how 
to  manage  his  operations,  would  be  of  immense  value. 

«  When  these  five  prizes  are  gained,  the  theoretical  end  praetital  r^tl^va- 
tion  of  the  manufacture  of  beet  sugar  will  be  radically  accomplished  in  all 
r(a  forms. 

«  To  the  question,  FVill  this  be  effected  ?  it  may  be  safely  answered  that 
existing  facts  scarcely  allow  6[  the  expression  of  a  doubt  that  such  will  be 
the  case. 

"  The  problem  of  the  complete  and  rapid  desiccation  by  an  economical 
process  has  presented  very  formidable  difficulties.  TTiis  drykng  may  be 
denominated  the  corngr-btoxb  6f  the  new  system;  but  this  problem  is 
iar  from  being  insolvoble ;  on  tti^  contrary,  it  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
solved. 

"In  one  of  the  lost  sessions  of  the  SocUled'  Encaumgemmt,  Mr.  Bey- 
rand,  of  Marseilles,  presented  beets  cut  in  slices,  which  were  dried  in  eight 
miuutes  by  the  combined  action  of  pressure  and  heat,  effected  by  two  cy- 
linders, heated  to  100  degrees  by  steam.  This  result  will  appear  more 
prodigious  when  we  consider  that  100  parts  of  beets  contain  84  parts  of 
water. 

"The  beets,  prepared  after  Mr.  Beyrand's  method,  preserve  all  their 
sweetness.  Mr.  Schuetzenbach,  oi  B:\den,  dries  the  beets  by  a  slow  pro* 
cess,  probably  less  perfect  than  Mr.  Beyrand's  method ;  but  the  result  is 
already  excelleni,  and  favors  the  application  on  a  large  scale.  In  the 
manufacture  of  Mr.  Schaetzenbach,  the  beets  are  cut  in'^mall  thin  slices, 
and,  as  soon  as  they  come  in  contact  with  the  air,  they  bend  and  roll  up. 
and  lose  the  properly  of  sticking  together,  which  gives  the  hot  air  of  a 
kiln  rto  which  they  are  brought  immediately  after  they  are  cut)  a  free  cir- 
culation in  all  directions  round  them.  The  temperature  of  these  kilns  is 
from  30  to  40  degrees  Reaumur,  (from  99.6  to  122  degrees  Fahrenheit.) 

"  Mr.  Schuetzenbach's  apparatus  of  desiccation  i&  very  economical.  Thn 
machine  for  cutting  the  beets  costs  only  from  400  to  600  francs,  and  half  a 
horse  power  is  sufficient  to  put  it  in  operation.  Such  a  machine,  when  at 
work  every  day  for  three  months,  will  cut  one  million  killogrames  of  beets, 
(about  IjOfK)  tons,)  which  would  be  a  sufficient  supply  for  a  lai^e  manufac- 
tory. A  kiln,  about  10  feet  by  9,  and  9  feet  high,  dries,  in  24  hours,  3,000 
pounds  of  beets,  and  consumes  only  420  pounds  of  charcodl.  Three  such 
kilns  would  be  sufficient  to  dry  all  the  beets  cut  by  one  machine  during  12 
hours. 

"  In  the  manufactory  of  Mr.  Schuetzenbach  the  dry  beets  afe  reduced 
to  a  coarse  powder,  sprinkled  over  with  lime,  and  stored  oway  in  casks. 
When  the  sugar  is  to  be  extracted,  this  coarse  powder  is  mixed  with  water, 
which  produces  a  liquor  marking  twenty-one  degrees  on  the  saccharome- 
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ter;  and  when  evaporated  with  Roth's  apparatus,  this  liquor  yields,  without 
any  other  preparation  at  the  first  crystallization,  a  raw  sugar,  known  in 
commerce  by  the  name  of  bonne  quatrieme,  which,  after  a  second  crys- 
tallization, becomes  a  bonne  commune.  The  advantage  of  this  new  method 
is  such,  that  the  beets  raised  at  Esslingen,  in  Germany,  in  1837,  (less  rich 
in  sugar  than  the  preceding  year,)  yielded  more  than  eight  per  cent,  of 
crystallizable  sugar,  instead  of  five  which  was  the  highest  product  by  the 
old  process ;  and,  in  the  proportion  as  the  gain  on  sugar  increases,  the  ex- 
penses decrease ;  so  much  so,  that  eight  pounds,  now  obtained,  costs  less 
than  formerly  four  or  five  from  100  pounds  of  beets. 
.  "  Two  important  points  are  then  attained :  first,  how  to  dry  the  beet ;  and 
second,  how  to  extract  the  sugar  from  it. 

"  To  refine  the  raw  sugar,  without  taking  it  out  from  the  moulds  in  which 
the  sirup  was  placed  to  crystallize,  and  which  always  causes  the  loss  of  a 
considerable  quantity  of  sugar,  appear^  to  be  a  question  equally  ad- 
vanced. Recent  experiments,  on  a  lar^  scale,  show  that  raw  sugar 
washed  in  moulds,  with  pressure,  gives,  ni  the  short  space  of  three  days, 
a  perfect  refined  article,  which  formerly  required  from  two  to  three  weeks 
to  effect 

"  In  .regard  to  the  analysis  of  the  beet  in  its  divers  states  of  maturity, 
nothing  has  yet  been  attempted ;  but  this  is  a  task  which  chemists  can  at 
any  time  accomplish,  and  the  prize  held  out  for  it  will  induce  many  a 
chemist  to  undertake  it ;  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  know  to  what 
extent  the  constituent  parts  of  the  su^ar  beet  develop  themselves  simul- 
taneously, and  which  is  the  most  favorable  moment  for  collecting  them  for 
the  manufacture  of  sugar. 

/<  In  regard  to  an  exact  saccharometer,  of  a  simple  and  practical  con- 
struction, with  the  aid  of  which  all  manufacturers  can  ascertain,  to  a  fiftieth 
part,  the  richness  of  the  saccharine  matter  in  beets,  and  of  all  other  sub- 
stances containing  crystallizable  sugar,  the  learned  researches  of  a  young 
chemist,  M.  Peiigot)  promise  great  success.  Lime  and  baryte  have  the 
property  to  combine  with  crystallizable  sugar,  and  form  together  an  insolv- 
able  composition,  in  which,  nevertheless,  "the  sugar  does  not  alter,  and  is 
easily  separated  from  it.  In  bringing  this  fact  to  a  simple  mechanical  opera- 
tion, no  doubt  is  left  that  the  quantity  of  sugar  contained  in  beet  sirup  can 
be  ascertained  with  the  greatest  nicety. 

"  The  problems  proposed  by  the  Sociele  cP  Encouragement  are  at  this 
time  almost  solved.  It  does  not  any  longer  propose  to  discover  a  new 
method,  but  only  to  perfect  the  processes  which  are  already  verified,  by  an 
application  on  a  large  scale.  Among  the  advantages  which  are  derived 
from  the  renovation  of  the  manufacture  of  the  beetsugar,  is  the  extension 
of  the  culture  of  the  beetroot ;  because  it  will  be  easy  for  every  farmer  to 
send  his  dry  product  to  any  market,  far  or  near,  as  the  weight  of  the 
raw  beet  is  reduced,  by  the  process  of  desiccation,  to  less  than  one-sixth 
part.  The  beet  can  now  be  raised  anywhere,  however  (Jistant  from  the 
manufactory ;  and,  reciprocally,  it  is  possible  to  establish  manufactories 
in  all  parts  of  Prance,  to  concentrate  them  in  such  places  where  fuel  is 
plenty  and  at  a  low  price ;  whereas,  at  present,  the  manufacture  is  only 
possible  dose  to  a  field  fertile  enough  to  produce  beets.  Another  im- 
portant fact:  1,000  pounds  of  beets  contain  100  pounds  of  sugar.  The  price 
of  beets  is  about  12  francs ;  the  expense  of  drying  and  extracting  the  sugar 
would  not  exceed  10  francs,  (this  is  sufficiently  proved  by  experiments ;) 
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making  the  total  amount  22  francs.  Suppose  that  one-tenth  of  the  sugar  is 
lost,  the  manufacturer  would  have  90  pounds  of  sugar  for  22  francs^  or  100 
pounds  for  less  that  25  francs.  Allowing  for  small  expenses,  ice,,  60  per 
cent.,  the  sugar  (the  refined  sugar  of  this  country)  could  be  delivered  to  the 
consumer  for  38  centimes  (or  7^.c«nts)  per  pound. 

^This  Will  create  a  revolution  in  the  consumption  of  sugar,  as  well  as  in 
the  division  of  the  branches  of  industry,  over  the  whole  globe;  then,  in- 
stead of  importing  sugar  from  the  southern  regions,  it  will  be  left  for  us  to 
famish  them. 

"  MIGUEL  CHEVALIER." 

Another  proof  of  the  practicability  and  great  advantage  of  this  improve- 
ment, is  the  enthusiasm  with  which  it  was  adopted  atid  put  into  operation 
by  the  Germans  themselves,  who  are  generally  very  careful  and  prudent 
in  all  their  speculations.  They  have  already  established  extensive  manu- 
factories on  the  Rhine. 

The  importance  of  Mr.  Schuetzenbach's  discovery  is  best  proved  by 
chemical  analysis  and  examination  of  the  physiology  of  plants.      This 
analysis  of  the  beet  root  shows  that  100  parts  of  the  root  contain — 
86.3  parts  of  water, 
3.2  parts  fibrous  matter, 
10.0  parts  of  crystallizable  sugar, 
0.5  parts  of  mucila^. 

By  the  new  process,  the  water  m  the  beet  is  evaporated,  and  there  remain 
ODiy  13.7  parts  of  dry  substances,  which  consist  of  the  sugar,  mucilage,  and 
£broas  matter. 

The  sugar  dissolves  in  cold  or  warm  water  almost  instantaneously. 

The  mucilage  is  indissoluble  in  water ;  when  in  a  dry  state  and  mixed 
with  water,  it  only  swells  to  a  slimy  matter. 

The  fibrous  matter  is  indissoluble,  and  has  neither  in  the  old  nor  new 
process  any  injurious  influence. 

From  this  analysis  we  learn  that  the  mucilage  is  the  only  substance 
which  causes  all  the  difficulties  of  the  extraetion  of  sugar.  The  principal 
process  consists,  then,  in  the  separation  of  the  mucilage  from  the  sugar. 
But  is  this  mixture  a  work  of  nature,  or  the  result  of  the  manipulations  ? 
or,  does  the  cellular  tissue,  of  which  the  beet-root  is  formed,  contain  the 
sugar  in  its  pure  state,  separated  from  the  mucilage  7 

These  are  questions  as  to  the  physiolc^y  of  the  beet,  which  were  first 
suggested  by  Raspail,  a  French  chemist,  \\n  his  work  on  the  physiology  of 
plants,  Paris,  1837,)  and  he  solved  these  important  problems  by  the  follow- 
ing microscopic  experiments : 

"  When  a  thin  slice  of  the  red  beetroot  is  brought  imder  the  focus  of  a 
microscope,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  texture  of  the  beet  is  formed  of 
hexagonal  cells,  transparent,  and  of  a  purple  color ;  these  cells  are  crossed 
by  white  ones,  four  or  five  times  longer  than  the  purple  cells ;  this  tissue 
of  white  cells  is  crossed  again  by  bundles  of  opaque  cylinders,  of  a  gray 
color,  through  which  the  spirals  [elements  gtntrateurs)  are  observed. 

"  When  a  drop  of  acid  \acide  sulpkurique  albumineux,  which  has  the 
property  of  coloring  saccharine  substances  purple)  is  put  on  this  thin  slice, 
the  colors  change ;  the  part  which  was  purple  turns  yellowish,  the  long  cells 
remain  white,  but  the  opaque  cylinders  become  purple." 

From  this  it  follows  that  the  cells,  naturally  purple,  enclose  the  color- 
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ing  matter  and  the  muciioge,  mad  the  opoqae  cylkjders  the  sogar  in  ite 
pure  state.  Tha3  tb^  mueiiage  m  the  beet-rooc  is  sefn^ftrted  by  nature 
from  the  siiffar,  and  mixed  during  the  manipulation,  which  oaased  all  th^ 
difficuUws  of  the  extractioo  in  ^  oki  proeess,  when  the  mucilage  was  eom- 
bined  with  the  sugar  in  grating,  pressing,  and  even  in  defecation. 

To  separate  this  five-tenths  ports  of  mucilage  which  the  beet  contains, 
occasioned  not  only  the  loss  of  considerable  sugar,  but  also  labor,  fuel,  and 
costly  material,  as,  for  instance,  animal  charcoal,  blood,  &^c 

The  new  process  acts  entirely  in  conformity  with  the  results  of  iseie»tific 
investigation,  and  the  whole  process  is  reduced  to  a  simple  operation,  which 
gives  a  sure  gain  of  S  per  cent,  of  white  refined  sugar  from  100  pounds  of 
uie  raw  beet  root 

The  beets  are  now  cut  in  thin  slices,  dried  before  any  fermentation  can 
take  place,  ground  to  fine  powder,  so  that  alt  cells  are  broken  apart,  and 
mixed  with  water,  which  dissolves  the  sugar  before  the  tnucilage  begins  to 
swell.  The  pure  uncolored  liquor  obtained  is  evaporated,  ami  the  sirup 
brought  into  moulds  to  crystallize. 

These  statements  should  be  coi^idered  as  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  in- 
fallibilitv  and  practicability  of  the  new  improvenient ;  and  the  introduc- 
tion and  general  adoption  of  it  in  this  coiintry  would  be  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  its  population. 

Some  enterprising  citizens  of^  the  United  States  sent  agents  to  France 
to  investigate  the  manipulations  of  this  branch  of  industry ;  but  the  re- 
sults have  yet  effected  very  little,  and  the  sugar  produced  from  the  beet  in 
this  country  is  of  no  great  account,  which  arises  probably  from  the  want  of 
skilful  and  intelligent  operators  in  the  former  complicated  manipulations. 
But,  at  present,  in  Europe,  the  manipulations  are  reduced  to  a  process  much 
simpler  than  brewing  of  common  table-beer^  which  Can  be  comprehended 
and  performed  by  every  person.  The  period  is  not  distant  when  farmers 
will  produce  their  own  sugar,  or  at  least  raise  and  dry  the  beet  ready  for 
the  manufocturer. 

IHie  general  argument  against  the  introduction  of  this  branch  of  indus- 
try, that  labor  is  too  high  in  the  United  States,  is  incorrect,  when  we  con- 
sider the  other  great  advantages  which  the  United  States  have  over  every 
other  country  on  the  globe,  in  alnaost  every  business,  and  especially  in  this 
branch  of  industry : 

1st.  The  United  States  possess  a  climate  which  suits  the  beets  better  than 
any  chmate  of  Europe,  because  the  summers  are  excessively  warm,  which 
increases  the  saccharine  property  of  the  beet-root. 

2d.  Plenty  of  cheap  and  rich  land,  subject  to  but  a  sm5ll  tax. 

3d.  Inexhaustible  stores  of  fuel,  from  which  the  great  natural  water- 
courses, railroads,  and  canals  branch,  over  the  whole  Union. 

4tli.  Well-constructed  labor-saving  machines  of  all  descriptions. 

5th.  An  intelligent  population,  which,  when  once  acquainted  with  this 
branch  of  industry,  will  soon  bring  it  to  great  perfection — a  population  un- 
derstanding the  use  and  management  of  machinery,  and  famous  fof  im- 
provements and  inventions.  Whereas,  in  Europe,  the  land  is  overtaxed, 
high  in  price,  and  therefore  the  interest  upon  it  considerable ;  subject  to 
tithes  and  other  feudal  burdens ;  while  the  ftiel  is  scarce  and  valuable,  and 
its  transportation  high  and  slow.  The  population  are  entirely  unacquainted 
with  labor-saving 'machines,  and  possess  very  little  mechanical  ingenuity, 
while  their  enterprise  is  prohibited  by  the  excise  laws  of  their  petty  govern- 
ments. 
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It  is  obyioQs  that  America  overbalances,  with  its  advantages,  the  low 
prices  of  labor  in  Enrope ;  and  that  she  is  able  not  only  to  provide  herself 
with  all  the  sogar  wanted  for  hoiue  oonsumptiqa,  but  also  tp  snppiy  other 
coantries. 

The  sugar  now  produced  in  Louisiana  averages  only  about  4^  pounds 
'  per  head  for  the  population  of  the  United  States,  or  about  70,300,000 
pounds  annually,  which  is  but  a  small  part  of  our  consumption,  as  enor- 
mous sums  are  yearly  paid  to  (oi&ga  ooontries  for  sugar,,  as  the  fi^lowing 
table  shows,  viz : 

1832,  imported  into  the  United  States,        •  -  -    $2,933,688 

1833,  do.  do.  -  .  -       4,752,343 

1834,  do,  do.  ...       5,637,829 

1835,  do.  do.  .  .  .       6,806,184 

1836,  .  do.  do.  -  .     •       .     12,514,551 

Hiis  sum  will  annually  increase  in  proportion  as  the  population  aug^ 
ments  and  their  comforts  and  means  improve. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  new  branch  of  industry,  the  sums  at  present 
paid  for  imported  sugar  would  be,  in  a  short  time,  a  clear  gain  to  the  coun- 
try :  its  agriculture  would  be  improved,  and  thousands  of  acres  of  exhaust- 
ed and  deteriorated  land  would  be  again  taken  up  and  improved.  To  pro- 
cure tbe  necessary  manure  for  this  purpose,  the  farmer  would  be  obliged  to 
increase  his  live  stock,  which  would  find,  during  the  winter  season,  plenty 
of  food  in  the  residuum  of  the  manufactory.  It  would  increase  the  con- 
sumption of  sugar  Qinong  the.  less  wealthy  class,  and  would  make  their 
condition  of  life  nx)re  comfortable,  and,  of  consequence,  greatly  extend  the 
population  of  the  country. 

The  manufacture  of  sugar  is  not  confined  to  the  beet  and  cane  only.  In 
Hungary  there  are,  at  present,  manufactories  which  make  svgar  from 
pumpkins.  The  following  article,  translated  from  the  Hatioverian  Com- 
mtuiiccUoTj  1837,  gives  the  particulars,  as  follows: 

<'  A  manufacturer  in  Hungary,  for  three  years  past,  has  used  pumpkins 
for  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  We  have  seen  raw  and  r^ned  sugar,  also 
sirup  trom  this  manufactory,  and  found  the  refined  sugair  equal  to  the  colo- 
nial in  every  respect.  The  raw  suffar  is  crystalline,  coarse-grained,  light- 
colored,  and  of  more  agreeable  (melon-like)  Savor  than  the  common  raw 
beet-sugar  ;  the  sirup  is  of  a  blackish-green  color,  and  has  also  a  melon- 
like flavor,  but  is  suitable  for  consumptiou.  The  juice,  obtained  by  pres- 
sure, yields,  on  an  average,  six  per  cent,  of  sugar ;  but  the  water-melon  of 
the  south  of  Hungary  is  still  more  productive  than  the  pumpkin  of  the 
north.  The  sugar  obtained  from  the  pumpkin  is  always  considerable, 
whether  the  fruit  has  been  raised  on  rich  or  poor  land.  The  manipula- 
tion is  Siiid  to  be  more  simple  than  the  manufactory  of  beet  sugar,  and  re- 
quires less  attention,  as  the  pulp  and  the  juice  may  stand  for  three  weeks 
without  getting  sour  or  losing  any  quantity  of  sugar.  The  juice,  during 
the  process  of  evaporation,  does  not  rise  in  the  boilers,  and  is  not  so  liable  to 
be  burnt.  The  residuum  is  very  good  food  for  cattle.  One  aero  produces 
650  cwt.  of  pumpkins;  twenty  pumpkins  yield  sufficient  seed  for  one  acre  of 
ground.  From  the  remaining  seed  a  very  good  table  oil  of  about  16  per 
cent,  can  be  obtained. 

"MARQUARDT." 
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Indian  corn,  at  the  period  of  tasselling,  yields  just  half  as  much  sugar  as 
the  sugar-cane ;  and  it  is  astonishing  that  this  well-known  fact  did  not  in- 
duce persons  to  plant  corn  especially  for  that  purpose. 

To  make  use  of  green  corn  and  pumpkins  profitably,  and  to  improve  the 
crop  of  beet  in  quality  and  quantity,  the  following  plan  is,  therefore,  sug- 
gested, which  would  keep  a  manufactory  in  operation  all  the  year  round : 

We  know  that  the  beet  requires  a  deep  soil,  sufficiently  provided  with 
decomposed  manure,  as  when  planted  in  green  manure  they  yield  much 
less  sugar,  and  the  operation  is  rendered  more  difficult ;  to  prepare  the  field 
properly  for  the  beet,  it  should  be  well  manured,  (no  matter  in  what  state 
the  manure  may  be  applied,)  ploughed,  and  planted  in  corn  and  pumpkins, 
and  worked  regularly  as  long  as  the  pumpkins  leave  room  for  the  horse, 
hoe.  When  the  corn  begms  to  form  the  tassel,  it  should  be  cut  off,  and  the 
sugar  extracted  from  it.  The  pumpkin  has  then  all  the  influence  of  the 
Sim  to  come  to  full  maturity,  and  should  be  used,  when  ripe,  for  sugar. 
The  following  year  the  field  would  be  in  first-rate  order  for  the  beet,  and 
the  following  rotation  of  crops,  viz : 

Indian-corn  and  pumpkins,  with  manure, )  /.    cnaar 

Barley, 
Clover, 
Wheat. 

An  acre  of  good  cultivated  land  yields,  on  an  average,  twenty  tons  of 
the  beet  root.     Beets  were  sold  this  fall,  near  Boston,  for  $5  per  ton. 

One  ton  of  beets  yields,  when  treated  after  the  new  method,  180  lbs.  of 
white  refined  sugar.  The  cost  of  manufacturing  a  ton  of  beets  intp  sugar 
would  be,  at  very  high  estimate,  $6.  One  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  of 
refined  beet-sugar  would  cost  $11,  or  6^^^  cents  per  pound,  for  which  we 
now  pay,  at  the  lowest  rate,  16  cents. 

Mr.  Norbert  Riliieux,  of  New  Orleans,  has  recently  invented  an  appa- 
ratus for  reducing  saccharine  liquids,  which  has  been  patented  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  is  already  tested. 

This  apparatus  surpasses  Howard's  and  Roth's,  or  any  other  i:ivention 
of  this  description,  not  only  in  simplicity  and  cheapness,  but  also  in  the 
arrangement  in  the  boiling  of  sugar,  according  with  the  laws  of  science 
and,  economy. 

The  liquor  is  reduced  by  two  vertical  cylinders,  heated  by  steam,  over 
which  the  sirup  is  distributed  in  small  quantities.  One  of  the  cylinders 
operates  under  a  vacuum,  and  entirely  evaporates  the  condensed  liquor  by 
a  low  degree  of  heat,  to  hinder  the  formation  of  molasses — an  iinpcove- 
ment  of  the  highest  importance,  which,  till  now,  has  never  been  accom- 
plished. The  sirup  can  be  reduced  to  any  degree  of  the  saccharometer 
desired,  which  is  performed  by  the  most  ingenious  and  simple  contrivance 
of  a  differential  thermometer.  This  apparatus  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
manufacture  of  sugar^  in  regard  to  the  economy  of  labor,  fuel,  and  time, 
and  the  perfection  of  the  product.  This  apparatus  will  rank  among  trie 
most  ingenious  and  important  inventions. 

The  production  of  indigenous  sugar  in  France  was  one  of  the  main  pil- 
lars of  NapoleoiCs  continental  system ;  and  the  successful  extraction  of 
sugar  from  the  beet  was  relied  on  as  the  surest  guaranty  of  its  stability. 
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That  branch  of  productive  industry,  therefore,  which  the  first  statesman 
and  captain  of  the  a£;e  regarded  alilce  as  the  means  of  conquest  and  the 
source  of  wealth  and  independence,  cannot  be  considered  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  the  Government  of  this  great  and  growing  republic,  whose 
duty  and  privil^e  it  is  to  watch  over  the  interest  and  welfare  of  its  citi- 
zens—^a  Government  aspiring  to  no  conquest,  yet  whose  enviable  distinc- 
tion it  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  last  hope  of  freedom — the  last  asylum  of 
liberty. 

The  information  imparted  in  the  preceding  pages,  collected  as  it  is  from 
the  most  authentic  sources,  it  is  hoped  will  be  regarded  as  of  the  highest 
importance  to  any  and  every  government  charged  with  the  duty  of  promot- 
ing the  great  interests  of  a  nation. 

Having  traced  the  history  and  progressof  the  manufacture  of  the  beet-sugar, 
from  its  nrst  discovery  in  Europe  to  the  present  time,  through  all  its  varied 
experiments  and  decreasing  expenses,  until  no  longer  requiring  the  bounty 
of  Government,  but  yielding  a  revenue,  the  only  relnaining  inquiry  is,  how 
shall  the  American  people  avail  themselves  of  the  important  advantages  of 
this  new  source  of  national  wealth  and  industry? 

To  acquire  a  correct  and  minute  knowledge  of  this  new  branch  of  indus- 
try, (now  practically  unknown  in  this  country,)  it  is  necessary  to  visit  Hun- 
gary, Germany,  Fran^,  and  England,  in  order  to  examine  all  the  recent  and 
important  discoveries  and  improvements  relating  to  the  manufacture  of 
beet-sugar.  To  accomplish  this  object,  it  would  require  the  following  qual- 
ifications : 

1.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  old  method  of  extracting  sugar  from  the 
beet,  and  every  apparatus  hitherto  used. 

2.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  precise 
cost  of  the  prrauction  of  the  raw  material,  the  influence  which  it  has  on 
the  different  systems  of  agriculture,  and  the  economy  in  regard  to  the  feed- 
ing of  cattle,  &c. 

3.  A  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  physics. 

4.  A  knowledge  of  the  languages  of  the  different  countries  to  be  visited, 
and  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  technical  and  vulgar  terms  in  mechanics 
and  agriculture,  as  well  as  the  patois  of  the  countries. 

5.  A  knowledge  of  mechanics  and  the  art  of  drawing,  in  order  to  be  able 
to  delineate  any  apparatus  at  first  sight  and  at  a  glance,  as  manufacturers 
are  not  always  willing  to  have  their  apparatus  examined  minutely. 

CHARLES  LEWIS  FLEISCHMANN, 
Graduate  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Institute  of  Bavaria, 
Patent  Office, 

Washington^  December  27, 183a 
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Patent  Office,  December  28, 1838. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  author  of  the  accompanyiiig  memorial,  1  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  same  to  your  care,  for  such  clisposition  as  you  shall 
deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Fleisclimaun  aud  the  ia> 
terests  of  the  country* 

Allow  me  to  slate  that  Mr.  Fleischraann  is  a  gentleman  of  varied  practical, 
and  scientific  information,  and  has  been  for  the  last  two  years  a  resident  of 
this  city,  and  employed  by  me  in  the  Patent  Office.  Ue  is  a  native  of  Ba- 
varia, and  was  educated  in  the  Royal  Agricultural  and  Polytechnical  school 
at  Schleissheim,  near  Munich,  at  which  he  graduated  with  distinguished 
honor,  and  was  appointed  Inspector  of  the  Public  Domain — an  office  of 
great  responsibility,  and  rarely  conferred  but  on  men  of  advanced  age ;  be 
was  also  director  of  the  estates  of  Count  Seinsheim,  comprising  twenty-four 
villages.  Emigrating  to  this  country  with  much  experimental  knowledge, 
and  well  versed  in  the  French  and  German  languages,  he  has,  at  mv  sug- 
ffcstion,  draughted  this  memorial,  which  1  believe  cannot  fail  to  be  read  with 
Seep  interest,  comprising  as  it  does  the  most  important  and  latest  discoveries 
in  the  manufacture  of  beet-sogar,  drawn  from  publications  recently  received 
at  this  office  from  Europe. 

Should  the  Government  desire  the  servicesof  an  agent  to  investigate  this 
subject  by  visitino^  the  manu&ctories  of  Europe^  I  would  respectuilly  le- 
conmiencl  the  author  of  this  inemorial. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH. 

Hon.  Mr.  Linn,  tT,  S.  Senate. 
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ME^tlORiAiii 


«r 


T^  LEOI8LATiTB  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  TERRITORY  OF 

WISCONSIN, 


PRATUfG 


Thai  the  title  of  the  Menomonie  Indians  to  lands  within  that  Territory 

m4|y  be  e^^iiiieuitMi 


JAKVART  28,  1839. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  t9  be  prkiMA. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin 

RfiSPBCTFULLT   REPRESENTS  : 

That  the  title  of  the  Menomonie  nation  of  Indians  is  yet  unextinguished 
to  that  portion  of  our  Territory  lying  on  the  northwest  side  of,  and  adjacent 
to,  the  Fox  river  of  Green  bay,  from  the  portage  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers  to  the  mouth  of  Wolf  river. 

This  tract  of  country,  although  of  comf>aratively  small  extent,  is  never-* 
theless  of  great  importance  to  the  Territory,  in  consequence  of  its  geographi- 
cal position,  and  oi  the  fact  that  the  Indian  title  to  nearly  all  the  lands  by 
vhich  it  is  surrounded  has  been  already  extinguished,  and  settlements  to 
a  considerable  extent  have  already  been  commenced  upon  them,  thus  leav- 
ing in  the  midst  of  our  settlements  a  tract  of  country  inhabited  only  by 
savages,  and  those  of  a  description  who  have  not  the  slightest  tendency 
towards  civilization.  The  Legislature  would  also  urge  upon  Congress, 
with  earnestness,  the  fact,  that  a  deep  interest  is  felt  by  the  citizens  of  the 
Territory  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  river,  some  slight  improvements 
in  which,  together  with  the  construction  of  a  canal  from  the  Fox  to  the 
Wisconsin  river  of  one  and  a  quarter  mile  long,  (which  has  already  been 
commenced,)  would  afford  an  uninternipted  water  communication  from  the 
great  lakes  to  the  Mississippi,  by  a  route  which  nature  seems  to  have  de- 
signed for  that  purpose.  Congress  have  already  made  appropriations  for 
the  survey  of  Fox  river,  with  reference  to  its  future  improvement,  and  the 
report  of  the  engineer  is  understood  to  be  highly  favorable,  and  it  seems 
highljr  probable  that  the  report  of  the  engineer  will  be  followed  by  an  ap* 
propnation  to  make  the  improvement ;  but  a  very  limited  and  partial  benefit 
will  be  derived  from  any  such  appropriation  or  improvement,  until  the  title 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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of  the  Menomonie  Indians  is  extinguished  to  the  tract  alluded  to,  as  most 
of  the  improvements  needed  upon  the  Fox  river  would  be  required  to  be 
made  upon  that  part  of  it  skirted  by  those  lands. 
.  The  Legislature  therefore  respectfully  ask  of  your  honorable  body  an 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  title  of  the  Menomonie  Indians  to  be  extinguished  to  that  por- 
tion of  our  Territory  before  alluded  to. 

JOHN  W.  BLACKSTONE, 
Speaker  of  the  Hotiseof  RepresentcUives. 
WILLIAM  BULLEN, 

President  of  the  Council. 
Approved,  December  18, 1838. 

HENRY  DODGE. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
office. 

W.  B.  SLAUGHTER, 
Secretary  of  Wisconsin  Territory. 
December  26,  1838. 
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3d  SeMon. 


MEMORIAL 

or 

•TflB  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  TERRITORY  Or 

WISCONSIN,, 

PRAYINO 

77ie  atUrtUifm  of  Hit  souihetn  boundary  line  of  said  TerrUorjfk 


JjisvAiRY  28^  1S39. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on 'the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  prinied. 


T$  Ae  honorable  the  ^emUe  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Co7igress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  Ihe  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin 

ft  is  believed  by  your  memorialists  that  all  that  district  of  country  lying 
berrecn  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Illinois  and  a  line  drawn 
nst  firom  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi, 
ri^tfuWy  belongs  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  No  attempt  has  hitherto 
fen  made  on  the  part  of  this  Territory  to  vindicate  her  rights  to  this  entire 
re^on  of  country,  although  guarantied  to  her  by  solemn  compact.  But  the 
people,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  district  in  question,  comprehending 
more  than  five  thousand  square  miles,  inferior  to  no  other  district  of  equal 
extent  in  the  western  country  either  in  soil,  climate,  or  commercial  advan- 
tages, already  settled  by  an  enterprising  and  thrifty  population  of  nearly 
double  the  number  ofthe  present  inhabitants  of  Wisconsin,  no  longer  deem 
it  proper  to  be  silent  on  this  subject,  and  do  now,  through  their  represen- 
tatives, respectfully  ask  leave  to  present  this  memorial  to  your  honorable 
body  for  present  consideration. 

The  title  of  this  Territory  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  in  question 
rests  in  sundry  acts  of  Congress,  and  ofthe  Commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

This  State,  with  certain  others,  was  the  original  proprietor,  and  had  ju- 
risdiction over  the  whole  country,  which  was  afterwards  called  "  The  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio.'* 

It  was  early  an  object  with  Congress  to  obtain  the  cession  of  this  Terri- 
tory to  the  United  States.  Accordingly,  by  an  act  passed  September  13, 1783, 
that  body  proposed  certain  terms  and  conditions  on  which  such  cession 
tirould  be  received,  that  is  to  say,  "upon  condition  that  the  Territory  ceded 
shoald  be  laid  out  and  formed  into  States  containing  a  suitable  extent  of 
territory,  each  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  square,  or  as  near  that  as  circumstances  wotild  permit."  This 
whole  country  was  afterwards  ceded  to  the  United  States  upon  these  terms, 
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and  it  must  be  beyond  debate  or  doubt,  that  upon  principles  of  law,  no  less 
than  equity  and  justice,  Congress  were  bound  by  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
tracts introduced  into  it  first  by  themselves. 

These  memorialists  are  gratified  to  find  that  in  no  instance  has  this  ob- 
ligation been  denied  by  that  body.  It  may  be  safely  asserted,  thc^t  in  every 
aet  relating  to  this  Territory  thus  ceded  to  the  United  States,  where  this 
point  was  drawn  in  question,  from  the  day  it  was  ceded  to  the  present  time, 
Congress  have  explicitly  recognised  the  force  of  their  own  agreements. 
This  will  appear  to  be  established  by  a  brief  survey  of  the  history  of  the 
legislation  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

The  stipulations  of  the  act  of  1783.  above  cited,  were  changed  by  the 
ordinance  of  July  13.  1787,  entitled  "An  ordinance  for  the  government  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of.  the  River  Ohio."  This 
contained  several  articles,  entitled  "  Articles  of  compact  between  the  original 
States  and  the  people  and  States  within  said  Territory ;"  and  it  is  declared, 
in  said  ordinance,  that  these  articles  shall  forever  remain  unalterable  unless 
by  common  consent. 

In  the  fifth  article,  the  Territory  is  divided  into  States,  and,  after  the 
boundaries  of  three  States,  extending  from  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south  to 
Canada  on  the  north,  were  prescribed,  it  proceeds  as  follows,  viz :  Provided, 
however,  and  it  is  further  understood  and  declared,  that  the  boundaries 
of  these  three  States  shall  be  subject,  so  far,  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congress 
shall  hereafter  think  it  expedient,  they  shall  have  aulhority  to  form  one  or 
two  States  in  that  part  of  said  Territory  which  lies  north  of  an  east  and 
west  line  drawn  through  the  southern  bend  or  extreme  ol  Lake  Michigan. 

To  this  article  was  prefixed  the  condition,  "  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter 
her  deed  of  cession  and  consent  to  the  same,"  clearly  acknowledging  the 
binding  force  of  the  first  compact  now  attempted  to  be  changed,  and  that 
it  could  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  it.  In  December, 
1788,  Virginia  made  the  alteration  in  her  act  of  cession,  and  thus  came 
into  this  second  agreement  with  Congress,  which  is  the  present  subsisting 
compact. 

The  act  of  1802  is  the  next  in  order,  enabling  the  people  of  Ohio  to  form 
a  constitution,  &c.,  in  order  for  admittance  into  the  Union.  This  act  is  in 
conformity  with  the  compact ;  so.  also,  is  the  next  following  act  of  1805,  es- 
tabli3hinor  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  But,  in  1816,  the  act  for  forming 
Indiana  into  a  State,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  makes  a  departure  from 
the  provision  of  the  compact,  which,  however,  is  made  conditional  by  the 
following  proviso,  viz:  "Provided,  that  the  convention  hereinafter  provided 
for,  wjien  formed,  shall  ratify  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  otherwise  they  shall 
be  and  remain  as  prescribed  by  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio."  Here  the  ad- 
mission of  the  force  of  the  compact  is  evident  from  the  mistaken  attempt  to 
fulfil  it. 

The  last  act  to  be  noticed  in  this  review  is  that  to  enable  the  people  of 
Illinois  to  form  a  constitution  in  order  for  admission  into  the  Union,  dated 
April  18,  1818,  and  is  the  act  whose  validity  is  here  called  in  question  by 
your  memorialists.  This  act  comes  directly  in  collision  with,  and  is  repugf. 
nant  to,  the  compact  entered  into  by  the  original  States,  with  the  people 
and  States  within  this  Northwestern  Territory.  The  attempt  to  comply  with 
the  compact  by  introducing  the  proviso,  which  is  in  the  words  just  quoted 
from  the  Indiana  act,  is  a  vain  one.    It  is  admitted  that  the  convention  pro- 
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Tided  for  in  the  act  did  ratify  the  present  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Bat  does  it  remove  the  objection  that  the  compact  is  violated  ?  This  is  the 
great  question,  and  the  only  one  in  debate,  because  it  is  conceded  that  this 
compact  is  the  law  binding  all  parties,  and  irrepealable  except  by  the  consent 
of  all  parties. 

•  It  will  be  contended  on  the  part  of  Illinois  that  Congress  and  the  people 
of  that  State  were  the  only  parties  whose  consent  was  requisite  to  give  valid- 
ity to  the  act  of  1818,  according  to  the  compact.  But  it  is  insisted  that 
neither  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  this  instrument  will  admit  of  this  construction. 
Who  are  the  parties  named  in  the  compact?  A  compact  between  whom 
does  it  say  ?  The  ori^nal  States  and  the  people  and  the  States  within  said 
Territory.  Ohio  and  Indiana  were  States  within  the  Territory.  Michigan 
vas  erected  into  a  Territory,  and  another  party  was  the  whole  people  of 
said  Territory.  Neither  of  them  have  given  their  consent.  If  it  is  agreed 
that  the  said  States  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  being  represented  in  Con- 
gress when  the  act  was  passed,  did  thereby  give  their  consent,  in  reply,  the 
decision  of  Congress  upon  a  question  not  distin^iishable  from  this  may  be 
cited.  The  separate  consent  of  the  State  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  certain 
provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  July  13,  1787,  which  conflicted  with  the 
compact,  was,  by  Congress,  deemed  necessary,  although  she  was  in  like 
manner  present  by  her  representatives  at  the  enacting  of  the  ordinance. 
The  act  excludes  all  the  people  of  the  Territory  who  lived  out  of  the  pre- 
scribed boundary  lines  of  the  State,  and  they  have  given  no  consent.  True, 
the  number  might  then  have  been  small ;  but  does  that  take  away  their  polit- 
ical rights  ?  If  there  were  any,  they  were  parties  to  the  compact,  and  where  is 
the  evidence  that  there  were  none?  Virginia  intended  to  provide  by  the 
compact  for  all  her  citizens.  Suppose  the  formation  of  a  State  Government 
ior  Illinois  had  been  postponed  to  the  present  time,  could  her  present  boun- 
daries be  legally  established  without  the  consent  of  the  people  north  of  the 
State?  and  how  are  the  rights  of  the  present  population  better  or  different 
from  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  country  in  1818?  Suppose,  again, 
a  law  to  have  been  passed  by  Congress  placing  the  boundary  of  the  State 
as  far  north  as  the  river  Wisconsin,  have  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  and 
the  exposed  handful  of  citizens,  no  interest  in  the  matter,  and  can  they  have 
no  voice  in  a  subject  so  deeply  aflecting  their  welfare?  No,  the  spirit  of 
the  compact,  as  well  as  its  letter,  and  most  obvious  meaning,  will  bear  no 
snch  construction,  and  if  it  can  be  set  aside  by  any  one  of  its  parties  at 
pleasure,  its  spirit  has  fled — it  is  a  dead  letter.  The  important  provision  of 
the  compact  next  following  the  clause  here  violated,  the  right  to  admission 
into  the  Union  when  a  State  shall  have  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants, 
may  be  taken  away  next,  and  what  can  secure  the  right  to  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  and  a  trial  by  jury,  to  this  remnant  of  the  people?  Nay, 
what  can  prevent  the  last  vestige  of  the  compact  from  being  erased  from 
the  statute  book,  if  the  power  here  assumed  legally  belongs  to  one  of  the 
parties  without  the  concurrence  of  the  others. 

Your  memorialists  are  willing  to  leave  the  subject  here,  fully  convinced 
that  it  was  an  erroneous  construction  of  the  compact  which  led  to  the  opin- 
ion that  it  could  be  altered  by  the  parties  called  upon  to  consent,  in  the  case 
now  before  them,  without  the  consent  of  all  the  other  parties  to  it,  and  that 
the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Illinois  should  <<  be  and  remain  as  prescribed 
in  the  ordinance  for  governing  the  Territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  f  and 
would,  therefore,  pray  that  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Territory  may  be 
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8^  fur  akered  as  te  include  all  the -oouiHry^^  lying  north  of  a.line  dfaivn  due 
WQ9l^  firomth^  aoiithem^sti«nie  of  Lake  Micbimm 

JOHN  w:  BLACKSTONE^ 


^ 


Af  pK^ved  Deeember  23, 19S8. 


Speaker  of  H&u9e  0f  RepresefUeUvfe^^ 
WILLIAM  BULLEN, 
Pre$idmi\  qf  the  council. 

HENRY  DODGR 


tt^niif^ikixhtttit^gijm  the  original  on  file  in  my 

otffice. 


li>SCBBl6f^  asy  i63a 


W.  B.  SLAUGHTEiH^ 
Secreturff  Wiswfmti  TerrUer^ 
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THE  LECSlSLATIVie  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  TERRITORY  OF 


Appfapriations  for  the  construction  of  harbi 
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VikU^tnA  to  tke  Comniittipe  on  Commerce,  and  oi^red  to  be  piiqttfd. 


i^aU*  qf  America  in  C^ngx^ss  €^Siembio4>: 

« 

Th«  j|ienK>rial  of  0e  LegUlative  Aasenpibl]^  of  thci  T^nitory  of  ^i^coosia 

RjlsescxinaidLT  j^i^a^^j^s  c 

Thai  the  nq^idljr  uicreasiiig  comaieroe  of  tta  lab9s> ;  the  dbreadjr  immense  ^ 
amooql  of  piopertjr  traMpcoitiki  theEeon  ^  the  saiieityjoC  nevigatioa  and  ae^ 
eority  of  haoum  lifb;  alt  requiie  andampemtively'demaiid  tbatharborftbe^ 
cfiistnicted  at  diflsreol  paints  along  the  v^eaHem  ^ovas  of-  Lake  Miebigani 

The  fertile  soil  and  salubrions  climate  of  Wisoomio  are  inducing  tbou^ 
nmM  of  ifae^eiciaent'Of  the  old  and  densely  populated  States  of  the  Union 
toremignite  and  seek  fortheniBelveaa  dwellingi  place  far  firem  the  homee  of 
their  ftdiere  and  the  plaoea  of  their  nalivityi  They  bring  with  them  the> 
iadiistrkme  hakitb  wd  enlarging  aptrits  which  every  wiheTe>  charaeteraBe 
Umd.  14seady  the  horden  of :  tbeilakeis<area88mmnff'the  appemranoe  of  ar 
GtdtHrated  and  long  settled  country,  and  the  itttertor  is  rapidly  fiUiiig  up 
wHhi  so  iateUigent  and  eoliflhtened  population; 

TbeiSoveriinlent  of  the  United  Slates  ia  now  receiving  thoasands  of; 
deUara  ftomtbeeale  of  lairds  amm^  TaloaUeooly  byithe  toil  and  industiyr 
of  tlN«e  man.    % ^thld'sweat  of  their  biows  (bey  aire  reptonishiog  an  ex^ 
haMtodr TiMsoi^i end! thpf  ask tha£ only  a:amalli  pttanc^of  that aioney^ 

3ii«  of  thfdr  a!«mieanmifla)  may  beTMered  ta  tbsm.  No^tbey  dd  not^i 
i thai  iijmT ^  MSteredj  bdtr tbeyjdo aafc th«t a'smsJU  sham  thei!(B0f  may^ 
bi^)a|ipiO|4rialeAitt:s«chrer)inhBaQ7  asito  tendet^  safe  tbef  tranqK>Btation>  d^ 
tlwr  Ki6|W><y>  attdk  addtethe^^edoritf  ofl  tbeip8el«fft<a|iditheiri  ffiottds. 

Your  memorialists  deem  it  butiail  aotio6  justice^  that  whilst,  in  an^ivef* 
tatfirpiiatyei*  qf4be(  rich  mtrchamsi^d  capitalist^  ^on^tbeeiabcMard)  msHioDa 
oCdciMartWBtfMMNtlJIyCTfpiid^^  itho  fiksand^OmBfMtt&nt^  for  the  <pMleor 
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tion  of  the  commence  of  the  ocean,  a  few  thousands,  at  least,  should  be  ap- 

1>ropriated  in  answer  to  the  petitions  of  the  settlers  along  the  shores  of  the 
ake,  to  secure  themselves  and  their  property  from  destruction.  Your  me- 
morialists do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  describe  particularly  the  geograph- 
ical position  of  the  several  points  where  these  improvements  are  required,  as 
reports  of  surveys,  together  with  estimates  of  the  expense  of  constructing 
harbors  at  these  places,  have  already,  in  most  instances,  been  submitted  to 
your  honoiable  bodies  by  a  United  States  engineer  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Chicago  is  the  only  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake  where  an  appro- 
priation for  a  harbor  has  been  made.  Thus  the  whole  v/estern  shore  is 
left  unprotected,  and  vessels  are  frequently  driven  the  whole  length  of  the 
lake,  a  distance  of  three  or  four  hundred  miles,  before  they  can  reach  a 
place  of  safety. 

Your  memorialists  would  particularly  call  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able bodies  fo  the  situation  of  Mil  waukie,  already  a  town  of  considerable 
importance,  occupying,  as  it  does,  a  central  position  on  the  western  shores 
of  the  lake,  and  at  the  most  westerly  bend  thereof,  and  possessing  an  ex- 
tremely fertile  and  extensive  back  country,  rapidly  increasiug  in  popula- 
tion. This  place  requires  an  immediate  and  considerable  appropriation. 
During  the  past  season  there  have  been  at  this  place  upwards  of  500  arri- 
vals and  departures  of  steamboats  and  sail  vessels,  all  of  which  were  com- 
pelled to  receive  and  discharge  their  ladings  by  means  of  lighters,  thereby- 
incurring  great  risk,  expense,  and  inconvenience,  and  not  unfrequently  se- 
rious  losses,  and  which,  but  for  a  bar  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  might 
have  sailed  into  the  very  centre  of  the  town,  and  have  received  and  dis- 
charge their  freight  at  the  merchants'  wharves. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent,  that  for  want  of  a  harbor  at 
this  place  and  at  other  points  along  the  Wisconsin  shores,  goods  shipped 
at  Bufialo  and  other  ports  on  Lake  Erie,  at  a  late  season  of  the  year,  des- 
tined for  Wisconsin,  are  often,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  or  impossibility 
of  landing,  carried  on  to  Chicago,  where  they  remain  till  the  opening  of 
navigation  the  next  season. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent,  that  Manitonwoc  and  She- 
boygan, situated  north  of  Milwaukie,  the  former  seventy-five  and  the  lat- 
ter fifty  miles  distant,  are  each  towns  of  considerable  importance.  Both  of 
them  possess  extensive  water  power,  and  both  are  engaged  in  the  lumber- 
ing business  to  such  an  extent  as  to  furnish  three  or  four  millions  of  feet 
of  lumber  per  annum  for  transportation.  This  must  all  be  taken  on  board 
of  vessels  by  means  of  lighters,  at  great  risk  and  expense.  The  Maniton- 
woc river  is  second  to  none  in  size  on  the  western  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
if  a  harbor  was  constructed  at  this  point,  passengers  and  goods  from  the 
soutliern  ports  destined  for  Oreen  Bay  might  be  landed  here  and  carried 
across  the  country,  a  distance  of  only  thirty  miles,  whereris,  by  the  present 
route  by  water,  the  distance  is  180  miles.  Racine  and  Southport,  lying 
south  of  Milwaukie,  the  former  twenty- five  and  the  latter  thirty -five  miles 
distant,  are  also  flourishing  towns,  and  destined  soon  to  become  places  of 
peat  commercial  importance ;  and  the  rich  prairies  in  their  vicinity  are 
being  rapidly  converted  into  cultivated  fields. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent,  that  most  of  the  lands  in ' 
the  vicinity  of  the  towns  where  harbors  are  asked  for  still  belong  to  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  that  they  owe  their  present  value  entirely  to  the  labor,  industry. 
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lod  enterprise  of  individaals ;  and  that  this  yalue  conld  be  greatly  en- 
hanced, the  sale  of  the  public  lands  promoted,  and  the  national  and  individ- 
oal  vealth  increased,  by  the  construction  of  harbors  at  Milwaukie  and  the 
other  points  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  where  surveys  have 
been  made  and  reported. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  yonr  honorable  bodies  would 
make  an  appropriation,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  of  $60,000 
bribe  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Milwaukie;  also  an  appropriation  of 
|30,0OO  for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Manitonwoc ;  also,  an  appropri- 
ation of  $30,000  for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Sheboygan ;  also,  an  ap- 
propriation of  S30,000,  for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Racine ;  also,  an 
appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the  construction  of  a  harbor,  and  $6,000  for 
a  light-house,  in  the  township  of  Southport,  at  the  points  designated  by 
the  United  States  engineers ;  also,  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
atrocting  and  placing  buoys  in  the  channel  near  the  entrance  of  Fox  riveri 
at  the  bead  of  Green  bay,  the  sum  of  $1,600 ;  also,  an  appropriation  of  a 
som  Dot  exceeding  $2,000,  to  survey  the  route  and  report  on  the  practi- 
cability of  a  cat  from  Sturgeon  bay  to  Lake  Michigan,  a  distance  of  about 
two  miles ;  and,  also,  an  appropriation  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1,000,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  mouth  of  Twin  river^  on  Lake  Michigan, 
with  the  view  of  constructing  a  h^bor. 
And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

JOHN  W.  BLACKSTONE, 
Speaker  Bouse  of  RepresentcUives. 
WILLIAM  BULLEN, 

PresdentoJ  the  CounciL 
Approved  December  20, 1838. 

HENRY  DODGE. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
office. 

W.  B.  SLAUGHTER, 
Secretary  Wiscmiain  Terriiary. 
JimiARY  2, 1839. 
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LEITER 

FROM 

THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS 

TO  Tn£ 

Ckairman  of  the  CemmUlee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office^  in  relation 
to  the  collection  and  distribution  of  seeds  and  plants. 


January  28,  1839. 

Submitted  by  Mr.  Strangb,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Patent  Office,  January  22,  1839. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  morning,  of  a 
tetter  of  the  21st  instant,  from  the  honorable  chairman  oi  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  requesting  the  communication  of  any 
inforination  relative  to  the  collection  and  distribution  of  seeds  and  plants ; 
also,  the  practicability  of  obtaining  agricultural  statistics ;  with  the  addition 
of  any  suggestions  deemed  important  in  relation  to  these  subjects  ;  and 
hasten  to  reply:  That  in  the  discharge  of  official  duties,  I  could  not  fail  to 
notice  facts  deeply  connected  with  the  subject  of  agriculture,  and  so  far  as 
I  was  able,  without  the  neglect  of  primary  obligation,  to  give  all  the  adven- 
titious aid  in  my  power  to  this  important  branch  of  national  industry. 

The  beneficial  effects  attending  the  selection  of  a  few  seeds,  is  attested 
by  many  members  of  Congress,  through  whose  kindness  the  Commissioner 
has  been  able  to  distribute  them. 

Numerous  letters  give  assurance  of  the  improvement  of  the  corn  crop  in 
the  ^uthern  and  western  States,  by  introducing  a  prolific  variety,  l^he 
successful  application  of  the  principles  by  which  this  prolific  quality  was 
attained,  has  awakened  the  attention  of  agriculturists  to  this  important 
subject,  and  inspired  them  with  the  hope  of  improving  other  seeds  and 
plants  by  the  same  method.  The  sexuality  of  plants,  and  the  practica- 
bility of  crossing  the  same,  are  no  longer  matters  of  doubt ;  and  great  im- 
provements may  be  anticipated  from  new  experiments. 

Planters  in  the  rich  valley  of  the  Mississippi  are  confident  that  the 
"  Baden  corn"  will  increase  their  crop  of  maize  fifty  per  cent. ;  some  esti- 
mate it  much  higher;  and  all  agree  that  the  introduction  of  this  seed  will 
increase  their  agricultural  products  several  millions  oi  dollars  annually,  in 
that  valley  alone. 

The  distribution  of  early  varieties  of  maize  has  not  been  less  beneficial 
to  the  northern  sections  of  the  Union.  Good  crops  of  maize  have  been 
raised  the  past  year  on  the  confines  of  Canada.     The  wheat  distributed 
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from  the  Patent  Office  has  been  successfully  tested  ;  and  many  large  fields 
will  be  planted  the  ensuing  season,  for  the  first  time,  with  the  Italian  or 
Siberian  spring  wheat. 

Not  being  authorized  to  incur  expense,  the  Commissioner  has  ventured 
to  invite  the  transmission  of  seeds,  gr&tiiitously,  from  distant  parts,  trusting 
that  Ck)ngress  will,  at  least,  authorize  their  distribution. 

Arrangements  could  be  made  for  the  exhibitionof  different  kinds  of  ^in, 
exotic  and  indigenous,  in  tlie  new  Patent  Office.  Can  it  be  doubted  that 
samples  of  fifty  tarieties  of  Indian  com,  and  one  huiidred  and  fifty  varieties 
of  wheat,  with  numerous  other  grains,  showing  the  plant  itself,  the  weight 
of  seed,  the  usual  product,  and  the  latitude  where  produced,  will  be  both 
interesting  and  useful,  and  afford  much  valuable  information  ? 

i^totti  ih(^  e±ploring  expedition  latge  cdnWibuiiotis  ate  expiected ;  dnd 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  the  commanders  of  our  national  vessels,  and 
also  the  diplomatic  corps,  have  offered  to  aid  in  the  matter,  justifies  the  ex* 
pectation  of  great  advantage  from  the  proposed  effort. 

The  export  of  agricultural  products  from  the  United  States  is  officially 
estimated  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  eighty  millions  of 
dollars  annually.    The  home  consumption  must  be  iar  greater. 

An  increase  by  a  better  selectid^d  of  seeds,  only  ten  per  cent.,  must  secure 
a  rain  of  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  each  year. 

1  rejoice  that  agricultuiral  statistics  have  been  deemed  worthy  of  an 
inquiry  by  the  honorable  committee. 

Other  enlightenexl  nations  have  ranked  ^uch  iiiformation  amoiig  the  most 
important,  in  providing  for  the  public  wants,  guarding  against  speculation, 
Mnd  a^  a  means  of  estimating  the  probable  state  of  exchange,  so  far  as  It  is 
i^ect^  by  a  surplus  or  scatcity  of  crops. 

The  benefit  of  national  statistics,  as  well  as  the  practicability  of  obtaining 
the  same,  may  be  estimated  from  the  success  attending  the  efforts  of  indi- 
vidual States,  and  particularly  of  Massachusetts.  The  wise  and  libeial 
fohcy  of  the  Legislature,  in  collecting  similar  istatislics,  has  met  the  cordial 
approbation  of  all  her  citizens. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  notice  how  many  fears  were  entertained  ill  the 
tniddle  and  southern  States  on  the  failure  of  the  crop  of  maize  the  last  sea* 
son.  The  timorous  and  cautious  made  forced  sales  of  their  stock,  which 
they  feared  would  otherwise  perish  during  the  winter.  Monopolists  com- 
menced their  speculations ;  corn  rose  to  ^ I  50  and  $2  00  per  bushel ;  at 
the  same  time,  beyond  the  mountains,  the  crop  of  maize,  in  many  places, 
Wits  seldom  better.  Such  has  been  the  abundai!ice  on  the  waters  of  the 
Missouri  river,  that  Government  has  been  able  to  make  large  contracts  for 
corn  at  12^  and  15  cents  per  bushel. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents  would  cheerfully,  if  desired,  collect,  as  ftir 
as  possible,  agricultural  statistics  from  diffeirent  sections  of  the  United 
States,  and  present  the  same  to  Congress,  with  his  annual  report.  Such 
statistics  might  be  useful  to  the  Governmeht  in  their  financial  estim^es, 
tod  certainly  would  be  to  the  citizens  generally. 

From  the  Patent  Office,  allow  me  to  say,  much  encouragemeht,  it  is  be- 
lieved, can  be  given  to  agriculture  without  a  neglect  of  present  dutks. 

A  new  era  seems,  indeed,  to  dawn  upon  this  long  neglected  branch  of 
national  industry.  The  introduction  of  new  labor-saving  machinery ;  the 
preparation  of  flax  for  spinning  on  common  cotton  machinery,  without 
rotting;  the- extraction  ot  sugar  from  the  beet,  in  a  noethod  recently  dis< 


3  [  151  ] 

eofeied,  so  simple  and  expeditious  as  to  enable  every  family  to  supply 
itaelf  with  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  the  culture  and  manufacture  of 
sQk,  thereby  saving  in  imports  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually ;  all 
oonqiiTe  to  make  this  epoch  one  of  the  brightest  in  the  history  of  our 
rqioblic. 

It  must  be  mortifying  to  an  American  to  reflect,  that  the  importation  of 
ikix  seed,  from  the  Indies,  has  been  among  the  most  lucrative  commerce  the 
pRseot  season.  With  land  admirably  adapted  to  the  culture  of  this  vege- 
table, which  once  constituted  so  great  a  portion  of  domestic  manufacture, 
ami  afforded  a  considerable  staple  of  export,  it  must  astonish,  at  least,  the 
etfizens  of  the  old  world,  that  we  now  depend  upon  cultivators  of  the  soil 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  supplies  of  linseed ! 

I  cannot  omit  to  notice  that  the  efforts  of  Government  to  obtain,  through 
her  navy,  foreign  seeds  and  plants,  have  failed,  from  the  inability  of  col- 
lectors in  the  differents  ports  to  distribute  the  objects  transmitted.  Nor 
win  the  patriotic  designs  of  the  nation  be  accomplished,  until  some  depot 
shall  be  established  to  receive,  classify,  and  disseminate  the  generous  con- 
tributions daily  offered.  The  new  Patent  Office  building  will  afford  room 
for  the  leception  and  exhibition  of  seeds,  and  a  small  requisition  on  the 
patent  fund  (expressly  constituted  to  promote  the  arts,  and  which  cannot 
be  diverted  without  special  legislation)  will  enable  the  Commissioner  to 
find  a  remuneration  from  expenses  already  becoming  onerous  to  himself 
individually. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  am  yours,  obediently, 

HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH, 
Commissioner  of  Patents. 
Hod.  Robert  Strange, 

Chairman  of  the  Com.  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office^  Senate. 


25th  C0KGRBS8,  [  SENATE.  1  f  1 52  1 

3dSe$sioH.  •■  -' 


LETTER 

moM 

TBE  COMMISSIONER  OP  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE, 

IN  RBLATIOM 

To  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 


January  28, 1839. 

Saliaitted  by  Mr.  Yocmo,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


General  Land  Office,  January  26,  163d. 

Sir  :  On  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
nUnois,  in  relation  to  the  immediate  survey  of  the  public  lands  within  the 
limits  of  that  State,  also  requesting  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made,  and  in 
answer  to  yonr  verbal  inquiries  as  to  the  amount  necessary  for  the  purpose,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  from  an  estimate  just  made  at  this  office,  it  ap* 
pears  that  the  sum  of  $1 1,188  is  required  to  pay  for  surveys  in  Illinois,  when 
completed  and  returned  under  the  existing  contracts,  and  of  $29,220  for  the 
estimated  amount  of  surveying  yet  to  be  contracted  for  in  the  north  part  of 
the  State ;  to  which  add  $5,000  for  contingencies  and  detached  portions  of 
QDfinished  surveys  on  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers,  will  make,  in  the 
aggregate,  $45,408,  on  account  of  which  $5,000  of  the  existing  appropria- 
tions for  surveying  has  been  apportioned,  in  former  estimates,  for  the  State 
of  Illinois ;  and  being  deducted  from  the  above  aggregate,  leaves  $40,408, 
or  in  round  numbers  $40,000,  as  the  amount  which,  if  appropriated,  it  is 
believed  would  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  objects  named  in  the  reso- 
lotioiis. 

A  communication  has,  lijcewise,  this  day  been  made  from  this  office  to 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  with  an  estimate  corres- 
poodiDg  with  the  above. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 

To  the  Hon.  Richard  M.  Young,  Senate  Chamber, 

^  k  Ri7es,  printers. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


OP 


THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  ILLINOIS, 

Ti  obtain  the  donation  of  a  tovnishin  of  land  to  improve  the  natfiffotum 

of  the  Embarrass  river. 


January  28, 1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Whereas,  the  General  Government,  in  surveyin^f  and  subdividing  the 
buds  on  the  Embarrass  river,  omitted  to  subdivide  township  6  north,  ran^ 
14  west,  or  any  part  thereof,  considering  and  returning  the  whole  of  said 
township  as  inundated  and  drowned  land,  in  which  situation  it  still  remains, 
&  pari  oi  which  may  be  cultivated,  and  is  now  partially  settled :  and 
whereas^  it  is  highly  important  to  the  settlers  on  said  township  that  the 
same  should  be  surveyed  and  disposed  of,  and  they  secured  in  their  homes ; 
sod  the  improvement  of  said  river  is  of  great  interest  to  the  citizens  who' 
haT8  purchased  the  lands  on  and  near  the  same,  to  enable  them  to  transport 
their  surplus  produce,  &c.;  therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois^  That  our 
Seoators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  requested,  to 
use  their  best  exertions  to  have  a  law  passed  by  Congress  donating  said 
township  of  land  to  the  State,  authorizing  the  State  to  survey  and  sell  the 
tune,  the  avails  thereof  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  improvement  of 
8ud  Embarrass  river. 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
AngoiDg  preamble  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Represen- 
tttives  in  Congress. 

WBl  L.  D.  EWING, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

8.  H.  ANDERSON, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

nwaRiTOi  priBtm. 
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MEMORIAL 


oe 


1  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  THE  OREGON  TERRITORY, 


PEAriNO 


f 

Congress  to  take  possession  qf^  and  extend  their  jurisdiction  over^  the  said 

Territory. 


January  28,  183a 

Laid  GD  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.' 


To  the  hemorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represefitaiives^of  the  United 

States  of  America : 

The  nndersigned,  settlers  smith  of  the  Columbia  river,  beg  leave  to 

RtPRESEffT  TO  YOUR  HONORABLE  BODY  I 

That  our  settlement  begun  in  the  year  1832,  and  has  hitherto  prospered 

beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  first  projectors.  The  products 

of  our  fields  have  amply  justified  the  most  flattering  descriptions  of  the 

fertility  of  the  soil,  while  the  facilities  which  it  aflbrds  for  rearing  cattle 

are,  perhaps,  exceeded  by  those  of  no  <50untry  in  North  America.    The 

people  of  the  United  States,  we  believe,  are  not  generally  apprised  of  the 

eiteni  of  valuable  country  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains.    A  large  portion 

of  the  Territory  from  the  Columbia  river  south  to  the  boundary  line  be- 

ireen  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  extending  from 

the  coast  of  the  Pacific  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  miles 

to  the  interior,  is  either  well  supplied  with  timber  or  adapted  to  pasturage 

or  agricnhnre.    The  fertile  valleys  of  the  Wallamette  and  Umpqua  are 

varied  with  prairies  and  woodland,  and  intersected  by  abundant  lateral 

streams,  presenting  facilities  for  machinery.     Perhaps  no  country  of  the 

saiae  latitude  is  favored  with  a  climate  so  mild.    The  winter  rains,  it  is 

true,  are  an  objection.     But  they  are  generally  preferred  to  the  snows  and 

intense  cold  which  prevail  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  United  States.   The 

ground  is  seldom  covered  with  snow,  nox  does  it  ever  remain  but  a  few 

hours. 

We  need  hardly  allude  to  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  Territory. 
Its  happy  position  for  trade  with  China,  India,  and  the  western  coasts  of 
America  will  be  readily  recognised.  The  growing  importance,  however, 
of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  is  not  so  generally  known  and  appreciated. 
As  these  islands  progress  in  civilization,  their  demand  for  the  produce  of 
more  northern  climates  will  increase.    Nor  can  any  country  supply  them 

JsJaii  &  Rivesj  printers. 
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LETTER 

TROU 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

It)  *  • 

Tke  thairman  of  tke  Cwnmittee  on  Indian  Affairs^  recommending  the 
rmovcU  of  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black  River  bands  of  Chippewa 
Indians. 


January  29, 1839. 

Sobnined  by  Mr.  Whitk,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


War  Department,  January  28,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  hooor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  communicatioii  of  the 
CoromissioDer  of  Indian  Affairs,  together  with  the  papers  referred  to 
therein,  relative  to  "  the  removal  of  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black  River  bands 
of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  residing  in  the  limits  of  Michigan,  to  the  west 
o{  the  Mississippi,"  and  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  recommend  the  subject 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affidrs. 

Yery  respectfully,  yoai  noost  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  H.  L.  White, 

Chairnum  Committee  on  Indian  4ffoif'Sj  Senaie. 


War  Department, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  January  23,  1839. 

iSiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  copies  of  a  communication  from' 
the  acting  superintendent  in  Michigan,  and  of  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by 
the  principal  chief  of  the.Chippewas  of  Swan  creek  and  Black  river. 

In  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  these  Indians  on  the  9th 
of  May,  1836,  the  United  States  stipulate  to  furnish  them  8,320  acres  of 
land  west  of  the  Mississippi,  or  northwest  of  St.  Anthony's  falls,  but  no 

[>rovision  is  made  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  their  removal.  The 
ands  ceded  by  them  have  oeen  surveyed,  and  the  JEtcconopanying^  extract 
from  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  will  explain 
why  they  have  not  been  sold,  and  why  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to 
postpone  the  sale  till  May  next,  the  time  fixed  in  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  19th  inst.  Upon  considering  the  statements  of  the  acting 
superintendent,  of  the  preseilt  condition  of  these  bidians,  ai^d  the  applica- 
tion  of  their  chief,  I  am  disposed  to  regardUhc  suggestion  6f  the  former  as 
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a  judicious  one.  And  I,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appro- 
priation be  asked  of  Congress  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  emigration  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  an  estimate  of  which  is  submitted,  and  the  amount 
of  which  shall  be  reimbursed  hereafter  from  the  proceeds  of  their  lands. 
The  appropriation  should  be,  1  tUptq,  specific  for  their  removal  beyond 
the  Mississippi.  No  location  could  be  found  for  them  northwest  of  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  in  which  th&y  would  not  be  exposed  to  collisions 
with  the  Sioux.  It  was  probably  some  consideration  of  this  kind  that  in- 
duced the  Senatp  iO/ai|iiend  i^e  8th  'aittiis)6  of  the  treaty  with  the  Ottowas 
and  Ohippewas  of  March  28, 1836,  so  as  to  restrict  their  choice  of  a  new 
residence  to  the  country  southwest  of  the  Mississippi.  Besides,  a  location 
of  the  band  in  question  beyond  that  river  will  be  more  iu  consonance  with 
tfacipoUeyef  ^  (iroyetiaadiiaiit,.  and  ^iU  place  them  ki  the  vicinity  of  thdr 
Umw4  oI  Si^Mw^  wiia  Will  pffObably  emigrate  imxI  season . 

Yery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  J."  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 


^w.i***Mw^ 


Washington, /amiary  3,  1839. 

S^n, : .  I  hnje  received  an  application  from  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black 
River  Ohippewas,  through  their  principal  chief,  for  aid  in  their  removal 
w^t  He  stains  that  they  wish  (he  Goirernment  to  advance  the  means  of 
their  removal,  as  w^U  as^  to  efiabto  them  to  put  up  l^rlding[s  and  fences  on 
tliei¥  arrival* 

i  have  the  h<mar  to  observe,  ifi  relaiCioa  to  this  appliesttibn,  that  these 
Ifegst^tary  band^  are  in  a  itpiiA  stale  of  d^erioratioFi,  and'  cannot,  for  9ny 
length  of  time,  suocessfdtly  resibi  the  ctiuse  of  their  depression  if  not  re- 
moved. HaviAg^  sold  theiit^  reserves  on  the  prineipte  of  receiving  the  avails, 
and  no  stie^  haVing  yet  been  made,  they  are  wholly  without  the  mean?  of 
leaving  the  present  place  of  their  residence. 

It  is  my  impresskHi^  ^at  an  apiH'^priati^fi  hact  better  be  asked  for  to  efl^t 
their  removal,  the  amount  of  which  to  be  charged  to  them  as  an  advance; 
and  that  a  special  a/^nt,  with  two  assistants  and  an  interpreter,  would  en- 
trounter  no  extraordmary  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  go  m  the  months  of 
July  and  Auecist^  provided  it  was  understood  that  no  farther  annuities 
would  be  paiito^  them  until  they  reachect  the  place  of  their  destination. 
Tfoeir  ftumber^  acoorduDg  to  a  census  jmt;  reportad  la  me^  is  om  bundled 
sod  nteiety-eight  Ttus»  isj  coosidevabiy  belov  pieviom:  aoQOunl»  of  tbek 
populaHon)..  1: 9m  oot:  apprised.  e|  the.  causes  of  the  dju»crepanoe,;  bat  sup- 
pose iuifiri)ef»  bA?v€i  gom  iniOj  Uppeir  Qanadai. 

I  aiiiy  sit^  &c, 

UmRy  R.  SCHOOLCAAFT. 

Hon.  /P.  HtaA'nkBS  CnumsofK^ 

Commimaneri  4^> 


MiMw»  i. 


ftn^:  i  tftke  Ae  liNprts  ^f  ad4ie^W9g;  sw.9R.tU.  sotj^  ^  ^mm^mft 
tp,  tl^  w«|t, Q^  itNs  stimw wi«^   K  mnb  wi^q^  ih^?  Qemscpiry^  soeiiiic^ m  cm* 
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seqaeDce  of  being  disappointed  in  the  payment  of  the  $800  coming  to  me 
by  treaty,  and  which  you  assured  me  would  be  paid  to  roe  this  winter.* 
With  this  snm,  and  the  aid  from  the  Government,  I  would,  on  my  arrival 
at  my  destined  home,  I  would  have  the  means  of  building  an  house,  and 
hariog  rails  split  to  enclose  a  sufficiency  of  land  for  the  subsistence  of 
myself  and  family.  But  as  it  is,  I  have  not  the  faculty  of  a  bird,  to  aliglit 
(Ml  &  branch  when  tired,  or  when  I  wanted  to  take  up  my  lodging  for  the 
night  I  wish,  therefore,  for  both  yourself  and  the  Government  to  know, 
thai,  situated  as  I  am  at  present,  without  any  means,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  think  of  emigrating. 

I  wish  to  know  if  the  whole  of  the  annuity  will  be  sent  west  of  the 
Ibossippi  to  those  that  emigrate,  or  if  part  will  be  retained  here  for  such 
as  remain  behind.  If  this  latter  course  should  be  pursued,  you  will  never 
get  those  that  remain  to  cross  that  river :  lor  their  great  inducement  to  gor 
will  be  on  account  of  receiving  the  annuity  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
lam  ready  and  willing  to  go,  when  the  means  will  be  furnished  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

his 
FRANCIS  X  MACOUNSE. 
mark. 
P.  S. — I  hope  you  will  favor  me  with  an  early  answer. 

'  F.  M. 

Henet  K.  Schoolcraft,  Esq. 


Ettraet  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  dated  5th  January^  1839. 

'^loasnmcb,  however,  as  the  proceeds  accruing  to  the  Indians  from  the 
siles  would  probably  be  diminished  by  offering  the  lands  during  the  win- 
ter months,  it  was  conceived  to  be  proper  (in  view  of  the  general  provis- 
ions of  law,  requiring  public  lands  to  be  advertised  for  a  period  not  less 
than  three  nor  longer  than  six  months^  which  provisions  are  understood  to 
be  applicable  to  the  lands  now  treated  of)  to  suspend  the  advertisement  so 
u  to  provide  for  the  sale  either  in  May  or  June  next,  without,  at  the  same 
time,  giving  any  longer  notice  than  would  be  useful." 


Estimate^  the  amount  required  for  the  removal  of  the  Swan  Creek  and 
Black  River  bands  of  the  Chippewa  nation,  residing  within  the  limits 
tf  Michigan^  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi^  and  for  their  subsistence 
one  fear  in  their  new  lodation. 

For  the  removal  of  300  Indians,  including  subsistence  on 
the  route,  at  $40  each     .....      S}2/)00  Ua 

For  the  subsistence  for  one  year  of  the  same  number  in 
their  new  location^  at  ten  cents  per  ration  -  -        10,000  00 


83,000  00 


Office  Iiini an  Affairs,  January  2i,  1839. 


*Ho  sQch  smn  is,  never  vas^  oomiag  to  him,  bjr  any  treaty  $  and  no  aoch  *'  assurance/'  nor 
»7  ibiog  in  ike  remeiUtt  degree  eonntenancinff  it,  was  ever  made  by  me. 

HENRY  R.  SCHOOLCRAFT. 


25«h  Congress,  [SENATE.]  ri56l 

3d  Vernon.  '-  -^ 


/ 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


January  29,  1839. 

Sabmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  prkted. 


Mf.  MouTON  made  th«  following 

REPORT : 

[To  aecompany  Senate  bill  No.  254.] 

T\e  CmntnUtee  on  Private  Land  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Conway^  for  permission  to  relinquish  their 
claims  to  certain  tracts  of  land^  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof 
make  the  following  report : 

The  heirs  of  William  Conway  refer  to  abstract  B  of  the  reports  of  Com- 
missioner Cosby,  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  No.  15  is  their  claim  to  a 
tract  of  1,520  arpens  in  the  parish  of  Baton  Rouge,  under  a  Spanish  order 
^f  surrey  issued  by  Governor  Miro  on  the  1st  of  September,  178!^;  and 
No.  16  is  their  claim  to  3,800  arpens  in  the  same  parish,  under  a  similar 
order,  ^he  claims  being  favorably  reported  on  by  the  commissioner, 
having  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  under  said  tides  from  1792  to  1814, 
they  were  confirmed  to  the  petitioners  by  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  3d  March,  1819,  ^Land  Laws,  p.  758,)  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  title 
had  beea  corapletea.  The  petitioners  further  represent  that  the  lancte 
covered  by  said  claims,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  affidavit  of 
A.  F.  Righter,  Esq.,  a  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  and  formerly 
one  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyors  in  the  State,  and  the  certificate  of 
the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district,  have  all  been  disposed  of  by 
(he  Government  in  various  ways;  and  unless  all  their  titles  are  disturbed, 
the  petitioners  cannot  obtain  the  lands  thus  confirmed  to  them.  Desirous 
not  to  disturb  the  titles  of  these  lands,  which,  being  situate  withiji  two  or 
three  miles  of  the  Mississippi  river,  are  very  valuable,  the  petitioners  pray 
to  locate  the  same  quantity  upon  any  unappropriated  public  lands  in  the 
State,  upon  relinquishing  to  the  United  States  all  claim  to  the  lands  orig- 
inally granted  to  their  ancestor  by  the  Spanish  Gpvemment,  and  since 
confirnaed  to  them  by  the  United  States. 

Blair  &L  BSveSj  printcraT 


f 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


January  29,  1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  MouTON  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  255.] 

• 

The  Commiitee  on  Private  Land  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  the  pe- 
tUion  of  Pierre  Babin.for  the  confirmation  of  his  claim  to  a  tract  of 
880  arpena  of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  make  the  following  re- 
port: 

Pieire  Babin,  of  Iberville,  Louisiana,  represents  that,  previous  to  the  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  one  Johnson  settled  upon  and  im- 
proved a  tract  of  880  arpens  in  the  said  parish,  about  three  leases  from 
St  Gabriel's  church,  on  the  road  leading  to  Galvezton,  and  w^l  known, 
in  that  neighborhood,  as  "  Johnson's  Folly."  Johnson,  upon  his  removal 
from  that  section  of  the  country,  sold  the  same  to  Paul  Chiasson.  The 
petitioner  married  the  daughter  of  Paul,  and  received  this  tract  as  a  mar- 
riage portion.  He  has  livai  upon  and  cultivated  the  said  tract  more  than 
tveoty-five  years.  Under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  general,  the  tract 
was  surveyed  in  1821  or  1822,  and  found  to  contain  the  above  quantity. 
Gvidence  is  adduced  to  prove  settlement  and  cultivation  in  time  to  entitle 
kUntothe  same  as  a  donation  or  settlement-ri^ht  under  the  laws  granting 
such  doimtioDS  in  Louisiana,  and  of  its  inhabitation  and  cultivation  up  to 
tbistime.    The  petitioner  prays  for  an  act  to  confirm  his  claim. 

Blair  t  Rires,  printers. 
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mbmqiual 


OF 


»lAttlA  HfilJSNA  AMEItrCA  VJK5P0CCI, 


PLATING 


4  donation  of  public  land,  and  ihtit  ske  widyhe  ddfniUedto  ike  ti^fy^  df 

citizenship. 


January  29,  1839, 

OritnA^^Sbax  aomftch-theijoof -aartlitt^  to  p9bUc  IJind  J>e  ijefesrad  iplfteQcpimi^fe^ofi 
PQtIk  lAnds;  that  po  much  as  relates  to  the  rights,  of  Gitizenshio  pe  referr^  tp.the  Com- 
mirteecmtBe  Judiciary;  ai^  thiU  it  bepHntedki  the  original  f^iich,  With  Ui'£n^^ 
ttMTtlatioii. 


1^*1 


Ai  OonigTi^  det  Etais  Unis : 

Marie  Hel6ne  America  Yespucci,  descendante  du  celebre  Atnerioo^Taa* 
pucj^,  jtonUle  iUustre  de  Florence,  est  aujourd'hui,  en  Ameriqife,  aux  IStats- 
Uois.  EUe  a ^e  oblig£ede  quitter  sa  patrie,^  pour  opiniona politique  j  elle^^est 
separee  de  sa  propre  famille,  pour  ne  pas  I'entrainer  dans  la  disgr&ce  de 
800  Gouvemement ;  aujourd'hui  elle  est  seule,  sans  patrie,  sans  fiunille,  et 
sans  protection  ! 

America  Vespucci  a  qaitte  Florence  le  4  Octobre,  1834,  a  voyage  de  pa3rs 
en  pays,  sans  appui,  et  sans  surete,  soutenne  seulemcnt,  de  la  conviction 
dans  eUe  m4ii»,  d'avoir  accompli  un  devoir  envers  sa  patrie.  Apres  bien 
des  obstacl^y^Ueest^arriveeen  j^rance ;  la,  elle  a  trouvAe  un  asile ;  labpniid 
Eeine  des  Frao^ais,  l'^  readue  ad  couuca^^  en  lui  accordant  sa  prbtectidh, 
jusqu'a  lui  permeUre  de  voyager  sur  le  patronage  du  drapeau  Frwfcusz 
niais  cetl«|;en4rasit£,^ie  lui  donne  pas  une  patrie;  cettie  j)rotectipn!i^elui 
accorde  pas  le  tilre  de  ciloyenne. 

Les  details  d'une  extstenoe  ^e  jeune  femme|  bors  de  ^  patrie,  semeiit 
tR^loi^  a  donner ;  toute  peraonne  qui  a  lu^  Ime  idepiicate  pent  slm^- 
nar  cette  triste,  ^t  penible  ^tuation. 


SOD  nom  qu'elle  porte !  Sienjoore  pa  voudrait  regarder  Aiperico  T<^piicci 
seulement  comme  un  de  ces  vieux  p^es  marins,  que  les  n'addtis  civilisees 
fie  plaiaent  tant  de  recooq;>enser.  leuxs.  anciens  services,  dans  leuis  eafaiie, 
et  neveox,  a  qui  Ameru^  Y.  recourrera  t'elley^si  cen'est  pas  a  I'An^iqiie? 
qui  i  la  supetiorite,  et  la  force,  aujourd'hui  dans  ta  marine. 

-Amencm  Yespucci  iie;S)m|Pi|S:iuie.deman4eau  Gouvernement  Atpericam. 
Qgw^d  ^Jsdivm  jdea»ap(6,  \  oq  px?snn»9  Avoir  un  droit  i ia^re  Taloir  m 

Bbur  ft  Rives,  printer*. 
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justice  a  reclamer ;  elle  n'a  ni  Pun  ni  I'e^utre.  Elle  salt  que  I'Amerique  a  kt 
grande  pour  tous  ceux  qui  out  rendu  quelques  services  a  la  nation ;  qu'elle 
a  £te  genereuse  pour  tous  ceux  qui  ont  fait  une  belle  action  i  leur  pays ; 
plus,  qu'elle  a  accorde  protection  et  asile  m&me  a  des  emigres  des  autres 
nations  etrangeres.  II  n'y  a  eu  qu'un  Vespucci  qui  a  donue  son  nom  a 
une  partie  du  monde  ;  les  Americains  ne  feront  ils  done  rien  pour  la  de- 
scendante  d'Anierico  ?  Elle  desire  un  pays  qui  la  vecoire  en  amie.  Elle  i 
un  nom ;  c'est  tout  son  heritage  ;  c'est  toute  sa  fortune.  Que  cette  nation 
ospitaliftre  lui  accorde  un  coin  de  ce  terrain  dont  elle  est  si  riche, 
et  que  le  titre  de  citoyenne  soit  accorde  a  la  pauvre  emigree. 

Si  aujourd'hui  Americo  Vespucci  vivait,  les  Americains  courreraient  en 
foule  a  lui  offrir  honneurs  et  recompenses  ;  dans  le  19me  siecle  la  nation 
civilisee,  oubliera  t'elle  que  dans  les  veines  de  sa  descendante,  il  y  a  le 
m6me  sang  ?  America  a  reuni  tout  ce  qu'elle  possede  de  sa  petite  fortune, 
pour  ai  river  jusque  ici;  maintenant  elle  desire  seulnient  faire  savoir  au 
con^res  de  cette  grande  nation  sa  position,  confiant  que  jamais  les  Americains 
ne  rabbandoneront.  Elle  ne  demandera  pas,  n'rfyant  autre  titre  que  de  porter 
le  nom  de  PAmerique ;  mais  elle  acceptera  un  don  do  la  nation  par  laquelle 
elle  espere  ne  pas  Itre  etrangere ;  9a  ne  Phumiliera  pas.  Get  acte  de  recon- 
naissance consolera  son  ame,  honnorera  son  nom,  flatt^Ta  sa  famille,  et  meme 
sa  patrie.  Un  don  qu'une  nation  fait,  est  toujours  tel  qu'il  honore  celui  qui 
le  recoit.  duand  le  monde  entier,  saura  que  la  nation  jVmericaine  a  fait  un 
acte  de  gSnerosite  en  favour  de  la  descendantede  Vespucci,  Papprobation  de 
tous  les  peu pies,  sera  t'elle  une  belle  recompense?  et  la  vraie  reconnais- 
sance sera  a  jamais  dans  Pame 

d'AMERICA  VESPUCCI. 
Washington,  29  Javoitr^  1839. 


To  the  Congress  of  ike  United  States : 

Maria  Helena  America  Vespucci,  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Ameri- 
cus  Vespucius,  of  an  illustrious  family  of  Florence,  is  now  in  America,— 
in  the  United  States.  She  has  been  obliged  to  quit  her  country  on  account 
of  her  political  opinions.  She  has  separated  herself  from  her  family  in  order 
to  avoid  drawing  upon  them  the  displeasure  of  their  Government  She 
is  now  alone,  without  country,  without  family,  and  without  protection  ! 

America  Vespucci  quitted  Florence  on  the  4th  of  October,  1834,  and  has 
been  travelling  from  country  to  country,  without  a  resting  place,  (apptu,) 
without  security,  sustained  only  by  the  internal  conviction  of  having  per- 
formed a  duty  to  her  country.  After  many  difficulties  she  arrived  in  France. 
There  she  fo&nd  an  asylum.  The  good  Queen  of  the  French  restored  her  to 
courage  by  granting  her  protection,  [even]  so  far  as  to  permit  her  to  travel 
under  the  auspices  of  the  French  flag.  But  this  generosity  does  not  give 
her  a  country ;  this  protection  does  not  bestow  upon  her  the  title  of  a  citi- 
zen. 

The  details  of  the  life  of  a  younff  female,  out  of  her  country,  would  be 
too  lon^  to  relate.  IQ^^iy  person  of  delicate  feelings  may  imagine  her  sad 
{md  pamful  situation. 

She  is  now  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  which  has  been  baptized  by  her 
ancestor;  by  him  who  has  bequeathed  to  it  his  imperishable  name,  and 


r 
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who  may  be  said  to  have  at  the  same  time  blessed  it  from  heaven  ;  for  this 
nation,  though  young,  is  already  one  of  the  first  in  the  world.    It  is  pros- 

? irons  and  rich  ;  it  is  his  name  that  it  bears.  And  if,  moreover,  Americus 
espncins  be  regarded  only  as  one  of  those  old  father  mariners  [vieux  plres 
marins,)  whom  civilized  nations  take  so  much  pleasure  in  rewarding  for 
their  foraier  services  in  the  persons  of  their  descendants,  to  whom  should 
America  Vespucci  apply  if  not  to  America,  which  now  possesses  superior- 
ity and  strength  on  the  ocean  ?    * 

America  Yespucci  will  make  no  demand  on  the  American  Government. 
Those  who  make  demands  are  presumed  to  have  rights  to  be  established 
or  justice  to  claim.  She  has  neither.  She  knows  that  the  Americans  have 
been  magnanimous  towards  all  who  have  rendered  services  to  the  nation  ; 
that  they  have  been  generous  towards  all  who  have  done  a  noble  act  for 
their  country ;  and  that  they  have,  moreover,  panted  protection  and  even 
assistance  to  emigrants  from  other  nations.  There  is  none  but  a  Yespucius 
who  has  given  his  name  to  a  quarter  of  the  globe.  Will  the  Ameri- 
cans do  nothincr  for  the  descendant  of  Americus  ?  She  desires  a  country, 
she  seeks  a  land  that  will  receive  her  as  a  friend.  She  has  a  name  ;  that 
is  all  her  inheritance,  all  her  fortune.  May  this  hospitable  nation  grant  her 
a  comer  of  that  land  in  which  it  is  so  rich,  and  may  the  title  of  citizen  be 
bestowed  upon  the  poor  emigrant ! 

If  Americus  Yespucius  were  now  alive  the  Americans  woirtd  rush  in  crowds 
to  offer  him  honors  and  rewards.    In  the  nineteenth  century  will  this  civ* 
ilized  nation  forget  that  in  the  veins  of  his  descendant  flows  the  same  blood  7 
America  Vespucci  collected  all  her  little  fortune  in  order  to  reach  this  country; 
now,  she  desires  only  to  make  known  her  position  to  the  Congress  of  this 
peat  nation,  feeling  confident  that  the  Americans  will  never  abandon  her. 
She  will  not  ask,  having  no  other  claim  than  that  of  bearing  the  name  of 
America,  but  she  will  receive  a  gift  from  the  nation  by  which  she  hopes 
not  to  be  regarded  as  a  stranger.    That  will  not  humiliate  her.    Such  an 
act  of  generosity  will  console  her  feelings,  honor  her  name,  flatter  her  fam- 
ily, and  even  her  country.    The  gifts  of  a  nation  always  honor  those  who 
receive  them.     When  the  world  shall  know  that  the  American  nation  has 
done  an  act  of  generosity  in  favor  of  the  descendant  of  Yespucius,  will  not 
the  approbation  of  all  mankind  be  a  glorious  recompense?  And  true  grati- 
tude inll  remain  in  the  heart  of 

AMERICA  YESPUCCI. 
ff^ASHiNGTON,  January  29,  1839. 


J 
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MESSAGE 
THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

ON 


&|^  qf  the  balottceg  reported  mi  ihs  beaks  iff  the  Treaawy  agaiiMl 
ooUeding  and  disbursing  agents  if  the  Oavernmemi. 


January  30,  1839. 

lAi4  Ml  the  tMe,  «nd  ordeiPed  lo  be  prifited. 


TVlAtf  Sarnie  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit,  hereyiHith,  a  communication  leceived  firom  the  Secretary  of  the 
TireasiiTy,  on  the  subject  of  the  balances  reported  on  the  books  of  the  Tieas- 
my  against  collecting  and  disbursing  agents  of  the  Government ;  to  which 
I  mfieaire  to  invite  the  early  attention  of  Congress. 

M.  TAN  BURBN. 

WashingtoNi  Januartf  28|  1839. 


TKEAftmBfr  DspiAATvam*,  January  28^  1889. 

Sul:  I l»ve  the  honor  tb  snbmit  an  extract  firom  a  letter  addressed  to 
An  depanment  t^  the  First  (Kmrntroller  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of 
bdansees  reported  oh  the  books  or  the  Treasmy,  against  individuals,  col- 
lating and  &1nrrsing  agents,  from  the  earliest  organization  of  the  Oovem- 
neat  IconcurWith  the  views  expressed  by  the  OomptroUer  on  the  sub- 
jeel,and  beg  lemre  to  sumst  whether  it  foe  not  expedient  to  refer  the  matter 
V)  GoQgrcB  for  additionaTlc^lation. 

1  hatetfae  tionor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Becreitay  nf  the  Treasury. 

The  Prbaidbnt  pf  the  United' 


Extract  frem  a  letter  by  the  first  Comptroller  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

TYeasuryj  dated  January  21, 1839. 

The  occasion  is  embraced  to  call  your  attention  generally  to  the  public 
^eeoonts. 

It  is  confidently  stated  that  there  are  large  balances  standing  against 
TOYJdnala,  collecting  and  disbursing  agentSi  firom  the  earliest  organization 
^^Riresi  priaten. 
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of  the  Government,  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  who  are.  in  fact,  and 
have  been  for  a  long  time,  relieved  from  their  indebtedness,  bnt  from  various 
causes  have  not  been  credited,  or,  in  olher  words,,whose  accounts  have  not . 
been  closed  on  the  same  books.  These  individuals  and  agents  are  liable, 
nt  any  moment,  to  be  reported  as  defaulters  by  those  not  acquainted  with 
the  facts  arising  from  the  circumstance  stated. 

Among  cases  like  those  suggested  as  existing  may  be  enumerated  : 

1st.  VVhere  an  individual,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  has 
received  money  from  the  Treasury  in  his  own  right,  or  as  an  afi;eat  of 
others  for  distribution  ;  and  from  the  earlier  practice,  it  seems,  of  issuing 
the  Treasury  warrant  on  the  act  itself,  (no  account  having  been  settled)) 
the  books  present  the  money  as  being  an  advance,  and,  consequently,. as  a 
debt  still  owing  to  the  Government,  whereas  it  was  in  reality  in  payment 
of  a  bona  fide  claim  against  it. 

2d.  When  an  individual  or  agent  has  been  sued  for  a  balance  claimed 
by  the  Government,  and  the  judicial  tribunals  have  decided  in  his  favor, 
the  account  cannot  be  closed. 

3d.  When  an  individual  or  agent  has  been  sued  for  a  balance  cicdmed 
by  the  Government,  and,  on  judgment  having  been  obtained  against  him, 
land  or  other  property  has  been  set  off  in  payment  at  an  appraised  value 
sufficient  to  extinguish  the  balance,  but  which  being  retained  by  the  agent 
of  the  Treasurv,  and  afterwards  sold,  or  even  sold  at  the  time  of  being  set 
off,  did  hot  realize  to  the  Government  its  appraised  value,  in  consequence 
whereof,  as  in  the  case  preceding,  although  proceedings  are  dismissed,  and 
the  execution  itself  is  returned  by  the  marshal  as  satisfied,  the  individual 
or  agent  is  made  to  appear  perpetually  liable,  or  as  owing  a  balance  to  the 
Government. 

These  observations  you  will  see,  in  many  cases,  apply  even  to  the  state- 
ments I  now  send ;  and  they  urge,  with  peculiar  force,  the  expediency 
of  taking  some  action  on  the  subject. 

It  is,  therefore,  if  you  shall  concur  with  me,  proposed  to  ask  Congress  to 
clothe  the  raccountiog.  officers  of  the  department  with  such  authority  as, 
under  existing  circumstances,  may  be  deemed  by  it  safe,  proper,  and  requi- 
site, to  enable  them  to  setde  and  close  all  accounts  that  are  clearly  irreco- 
verable, or  of  inequitable  existence,  or  such  as  may  have  been  fuUy  liqui- 
dated, but  from  inadequate  authority  are  still  left  open,  if  they  come  under 
either  of  the  classes  of  cases  described.  These  perpetual  and  irrecoverable 
balances  give  to  the  books  of  the  Treasury  the  appearance  of  having  beea 
under  the  management  of  officers, careless,  or  incompetent,or  deficient  in  the 
vi^lance  that  could  reasonably  have  been  expected  of  them,  instead  of 
bemff  attributable,  as  they  are,  to  causes  entirely  beyond  their  control. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Comptroller. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


25th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  1  T  1  ftO  1 

•3d  Session,  i*uuj 


WkOM 

THE  SECKETARY  OF  WAR, 

TRANSMimNO, 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  stat&nient^  showing  the 

cost  of  br<iss  and  iron'cannonj<tnd  homtzers. 


JjkjuvjiJB^Y  30,  1839. 


War  Department,  Janunry  29,  1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  elated  the  22d  in- 
stant, calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  information  regiiiding  cannon 
and  howitzers,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  Colo- 
nel of  Ordnance,  dated  tho  26th  Jannary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Pfiesidenl  t^  the  Senate. 


1^-* 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  January  26, 1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  referred  by  you 
to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  present,  herewith,  statements  of  the  num- 
ber and  cost  of  brass  and  malleable  iron  cannon  procured  by  the  United 
Stales. 

Similar  information  is  not|riveh  on  the  subject  of  wrought  iron  cannon, 
as  none  have  been  purchasea  by  this  department.  A  few  have  been  offer- 
ed, at  different  times,  for  trial ;  but  I  have  not  the  means  of  estimating 
their  probable  cost  with  accuracy:  it  maybe  considered  about  equal  to  that 
of  brass  guns. 

With  regard  to  the  relative  "  cost,  durability,  and  utility  of  cast  iron, 
malleable  iron,  wrought  iron,  and  brass,  as  applicable  to  field  service,  and 
also  to  fortifications,"  I  have  to  state,  in  addition  to  the  above,  that  cast  iron, 
being  the  hardest  material,  is  least  affected  by  the  passage  of  the  shot,  and, 
therefore,  most  durable  and  useful,  if  made  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  the 
explosive  force  of  the  powder.  On  account  of  the  difficulty  of  making 
such  guns  sufficiently  strong,  without  being  too  heavy  in  proportion  to 

Blair  ft  Rives,  printers. 
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their  length,  brass  has  been  generally  used  for  field  guns  by  the  nations  of 
Europe  ;  and,  with  the  same  view,  trials  have  been  made,  but  unsuccessful- 
ly, with  wrought  iron  cannon.  The  difficulty  of  welding  the  latter  mate- 
rial perfectly,  in  large  masses,  has  been  found  very  ^reat;  and  the  guns 
which  have  been  offered  to  this  department,  for  trial,  have  not  been  lighter 
than  cast  iron  guns  of  the  same  calibres.  Experiments  are  now  in  pro- 
gress to  test  the  relative  merits  of  brass,  and  of  malleable  and  ordinary 
cast  iron,  for  field  service.  For  fortifications,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  su- 
perior utility  of  cast  iron  guns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  BOMFORD, 
Colonel  of  Ordnance. 
To  the  Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Statement  showing  the  number  of  malleable  iron  cannon  procured^  and 

the  amount  paid  for  the  same. 


DescriDtion  of  cannoxr. 


12  pounder  guns    - 

9  do. 

6  do. 

24  pounder  howitzers 
12  do. 

.   Total      - 
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Ordnance  Office, 

Washington,  January  26,  1839. 


G.  BOMFORD, 
Colonel  of  Ordnance. 
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DOCUMENTS 


RBLATINO 


To  the  alleged  encroachment  of  the  **  Polish  Exiled  on  improved  lands 
in  the  occupancy  of  certain  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 


January  30,  1839- 

I 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  iol>e  printed. 


RocKFORDy  Winnebago  county.  Illinois, 

September  20,  1837. 

Sir  :  As  a  committee,  appointed  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
tovnship  forty-iour  north,  range  one  east,  we  take  the  liberty  of  addressing 
mtipon  a  subject  perhaps  already  fanuliar  to  you. 

The  Polish  agent,  ufwier  a  wrong  construction  of  an  act  "  granting  lemds 
Ui  o^biia  exiles  from  Poland,."  has  selected  such'  as  were  already  settled 
upon  by  American  citizens,  and  upon  which  large  improvements  had  been 
W'e;  and  we  hare  been  given  to  understand  thai  commissioners,  appoint- 
ed b^  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  examine  and  report  as  to 
(be  selectiou  so  made,  have  approved  of  the  same.  Now  we  desire  to 
koflfwhow  far  the  matter  has  proceeded  ;  if  the  allotments  to  the  resp^tive 
iadividuais  have  been  made ;  or  any  thing  further  than  above  stated  has 
been  done  at  Wasi^iington  ?  And  we  wish  to  urge  that  you,  and  all  the 
delegaUon  in  Congress  from  this  State,  should  use  every  exertion  to  protect 
our  rights,  and  to  oppose  the  passage  of  any  law  that  may  deprive  us  of 
the  lands.  We  believe  that  unless  some  further  action  of  dongress  be  had 
vpon  the  subject  we  are  safe,  because  it  is  impossible,  we  think,  for  the 
Poles  to  eoniply  with  the  conditions  of  the  act  granting  the  lands,  as  it 
liCands.  Yet  effiN-ts  have  been  made,  wd  understand,  by  speculators,  to  so 
Mneod  (alter)  the  act,  as  to  allow  the  Poles  to  pay  for  and  receive  patents 
at  once  for  the  lands.  The  passage  of  such  a  law  was  prevented  last  winter, 
and  we  trust  confidently  that  it  can  never  be  got  through. 

Gouldy  in  your  opinion,  a  law  be  passed,  .by  an  application  from  the  set- 
tlers, sanctioned  by  the  Polisli  i^nt,  in  consideration  olf  our  paying  them  (the 
Poles)  a  certain  snm  of  money,  trnnsfsrring  the  rights  of  the  Poles  to  the 
fillers?  I 

We  are  anxious  to  learn  how  the  matter  now  stands,  what  is  the  best 
ooorae  for  us  to  pursue,  and  for  all  the  information  that  may  be  of  use 
to  lis. 

We  have  wvitlen  more  at  length  upon  this  subject  to  Colonel  May,  he 
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being  our  immediate  Representative,  and  having*  had  the  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness last  winter. 
May  we  not  confidently  rely  upon  your  best  exertions  in  our  behalf  ? 
By  your  compliance  with  our  requests,  and  by  favoring  us  with  an  imme- 
diate answer,  you  will,  sir,  confer  no  ordinary  favor,  and  one  which  will 
be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  your  obedient  servants.  • 

GERMUNILUS  KENT, 
RICHARD  MONTAGUE, 
H.  B.  POTTER, 
D.  S.  HAIGHT, 
W.  E.  DUNBAR, 
ANSON  BARNUM, 

Commiifee. 
'    To  the  Hon.  Richard  M.  Young. 


Pekatoneka,  October  18,  1837. 

Sir  :  We,  as  a  committee  appointed  by  the  residents  upon  fands  selected 
by  the  Polish  agent  in  1836,  have  taken  the  liberty  to  forward  to  you 
a  petition  signed  by  the  inhabitants  upon  those  lauds,  and  their  vicinity. 
The  leading  facts  relating  to  that  selection  are  stated  in  that  petition. 
They  are  these:  In  1834  two  persons  settled  in  this  township.  In  1835, 
and  prior  to  November  of  that  year,  the  number  was  increased  to  sixteen 
claimants  or  settlers.  Their  names  were  Stephen  Mack,  William  Talcott 
&  Sons,  Darius  Adams  ic  Brother,  George  Stevens,  besides  several  whose 
names  need  not  be  mentioned.  In  November  Klopicki  came  here,  and 
though  degraded  in  person  by  habits  of  intoxication,  was  treated  with  the 
utmost  hospitality,  and  pledged  his  word,  to  different  individuals,  that  he 
would  not  include  their  improvements  in  his  selectiou  ;  as,  had  he  not  done 
so,  it  would  have  been  easy,  at  that  time,  for  them  to  have  changed 
their  locations,  while  little  by  way  of  improvement  had  been  done,  and 
the  country  was  unoccupied  before  them.  If  we  are  correctly  informed, 
it  has  been  stated  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  that  these  lands  were  settled,  in 
anticipation  of  the  same  being  selected  by  the  Poles  ;  because  it  was  taken 
for  granted  that  the  spot  chosen  by  them  would  be  a  valuable  one,  and  that 
if  the  settlers  had  been  imprudent  enough  to  run  such  a  risk,  they  ou^ht 
to  abide  the  consequences.  Had  the  lands  been  so  settled,  we  agree  mat 
the  penalty  would  be^  a  just  one,  but  we  should  suppose  the  absurdity  of 
such  an  assertion  a  sufficient  answer,  were  we  not  apprehensive  that  if  it 
could  be  gravely  made  in  Congress,  it  might  be  believed  there  also.  So  far, 
however,  from  its  being  the  fact,  that  the  lands  were  settled  in  anticipation 
of  their  being  selected  by  the  Poles,  several  of  the  settlers  were  on  them 
previous  to  knowing  that  they,  the  Poles,  had  received  a  grant  of  lands  at 
all ;  and  the  whole  sixteen  here  in  1836,  without  supposing  that  these  lands 
were  in  the  least  danger  of  selection  ;  as  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  ^ve 
them  the  right  of  choice  over  the  entire  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  ;  and  while  about  here,  Klopicki  actually  deputized  a  man  to 
look  in  the  part  of  the  then  called  Michigan  (now  Wisconsin)  above  us. 

Yourself,  honored  sir,  can  judge  of  the  surprise  of  the  settlers  nere,  when, 
some  time  in  1836,  after  being  lulled  into  the  security  by  promisesj  after 
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having  been  at  great  expense  in  sustaining  themselves  by  transporting 
provisions  one  hundred  miles  inland,  after  having  ploughed  and  fenced  and 
procured  the  growing  of  crops,  after  having  built,  and  sent  for  their  families, 
and  having  begun  to  feel  that  the  worst  of  their  toils  and  exposures  were 
over ;  we  say  that  yourself  can  judge  of  their  surprise,  upon  seeing  in  a 
southern  paper,  every  individual  improvement  in  this  township  included 
in  the  selection.  The  settlers  did  not  then  believe  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  would  ratify  the  selection,  nor  is  it  yet  understood  here  that  he 
has  done  so,  although  it  is  so  rumored. 

It  was  supposed  that  when  the  selection  was  confirmed,  the  exiles  would 
present  themselves  for  settlenjenl.  But  no  one,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  been 
seen  nearer  than  St.  Louis,  since  1835.  It  cannot  be  ur^ed  that  they  can- 
not settle  the  lands  peaceably,  as  they  have  never  tried  it,  in  an  instance  ; 
and  there  has  always  been  a  part  unclaimed,  which  no  one  would  object  to 
their  settling. 

The  truth  is,  they  never  did  intend  to  settle  and  cultivate  in  person.  They 
are  not  the  practical,  industrious,  temperate,  self  denying  people  demanded 
in  settling  a  new  country.  We  are  also  informed,  as  stated  in  the  pream- 
ble, that  they  have  already  disposed  of  their  claim  to  individuals  whom  we 
might  namer,  had  we  sufficient  proof  of  the  fact,  resident  at  St.  Louis,  and 
thai  Congress  will  be  called  upon  to  sanction  the  measure. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  the  act  of  June  30,  we  believe  there  is  but  one 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  as  the  Poles  are  at  all  times  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing with  other  citizens,  can  enter  land  at  the  minimum  price,  or,  in  want  of 
the  nioney,  can  settle  upon  the  public  domain,  and  cultivate  and  secure  it  by 
patient  industry,  as  do  others. 

With  tbiise  facts  before  you,  honored  sir,  we  doubt  not  you  will  feel  that 
interest  on  our  behalf,  which,  as  a  faithful  guardian  of  the  commonweal, 
we  know  you  to  feel  on  all  subjects  where  the  rights  of  any  number  of 
citizens  are  invaded  or  in  danger.  We  would  not  trouble  you  on  the  subject, 
did  it  dot  concern  us  as  deeply  as  any  subject  relating  to  this  world  can. 
The  allo(  most  of  us  is  involved  in  it.  After  undergoing  the  difficulties  and 
sustaining  the  hardships  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  and 
we  trust  it  is  not  unknown  to  you  that  they  are  not  few,  is  it  not  unjust, 
is  it  not  impolitic,  to  turn  u$  out  of  doors,  strip  us  naked,  and  sejid  us 
abroad,  ruined  in  circumstances,  depressed  in  spirits,  and  bereft  of  all  confi- 
dence Jfl  the  will  of  Government ^to  protect  and  sustain  us?  We  do  not 
believe  that  Congress,  with  the  facts  before  them,  will  so  do. 

Were  we  invaders  in  the  case  ;  had  the  selection  been  made,  registered, 
sabdivided,  and  the  exiles  here,  or  coming ;  or  had  the  fraction  of  this  been 
done  ;  and  had  we  then  trespassed  upon  these  lands,  we  would  have  abided 
the  result,  «nnd  been  silent.  But,  as  is  often  the  case,  the  most  innocent  are 
the  most  injured.  They  are  those  first  in  the  township,  whose  all  is  at  stake, 
and  who  look  to  Congress  for  a  remedy. 

Stating  these  facts,  we  commit  to  your. care  the  petition,  with  the  confi- 
dence that  you  will  do  all  which  can  he  done  to  sustain  its  objects.  It  is 
the  wish  of  the  committee  that  such  action  might  be  had  as  shall  declare 
the  Polish  title  forfeit,  in  consequence  of  their  neglecting  to  settle;  or,  in 
case  that  cannot  be  done,  a  declaratory  act  might  be  passed,  stating  the  time 
when  the  settlement  shall  commence  by  the  Poles ;  or,  in  fine,  that  some 
measure  might  be  taken,  by  which  the  present  settlers  may  be  sure  of  the 
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lands.   With  these  faets  and  wishes,  we  are,  honored  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vants, 

S.  MACK, 
WM.  TALCOTT, 
G.  R.  STEVENS, 
I).  A.  BLAKE, 
A.  GIBSON, 
R.  J.  CROSS, 
J.  A.  WIGH1\ 
To  ilje  Hon.  R.  M.  Young, 

Member  of  the  Senate. 

P.  S. — If  it  will  not  be  too  much  trouble,  will  you  be  good  enough  to 
write  us  as  to  the  fact  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  or  has 
not  ratified  the  selection,  and  as  to  what  course  may  be  anticipated  on 
the  part  of  Congress ;  together  with  such  other  facts  as  may  come  within 
your  knowledge. 

Yours.  &c., 

J.  A.  WIGHT. 


7b  the  honorable  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Cwgrcss 

assembled : 

We,  your  humble  petitioners,  being  residents  in,  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of,  township  46  north,  range  1  east,  of  3d  principal  meridian,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  would  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  body: 

That  whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  30.  1834,  a  town- 
ship of  land  was  granted  to  certain^  Polish  exiles,  with  certain  restrictions 
and  conditions  thereunto  afiixed : 

•s. 

And  whereas,  it 'was  to  be  supposed  that  the  intent  of  said  act  was 
that  said  township  should  be  selected  from  unoccupied  lands,  and  not  such 
as  were  previously  under  cultivation  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  : 

And  whereas,  many  of  your  honorable  body  are  supposed  to  be  unac- 
quainted with  the  particulars  of  the  location  of  said  township  :  We  would 
humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  as  follows,  viz: 

That  many  of  your  petitioners  were  residents  in  this  township,  upon  the 
lands  which  they  now  occupy,  prior  to  the  fall  of  1S35,  (somo  locations 
were  made  in  1834,)  and  that  improvements  to  a  considerable  extent  had 
been  made  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  the  same  year ;  and  that  in  No- 
vember of  said  year,  (1835,)  Klopicki,  representing  himself  to  be  an  agent  of 
the  Polish  exiles,  came,  and  manifested  an  inclination  to  make  this  township 
one  of  two  or  three  from  which  to  select  the  36  sections  : 

And  that,  while  here,  he  pledged  himself  repeatedly  to  the  settlers,  in- 
dividually, that  he  would  not  make  the  lands  upon  which  they  were  settled 
a  pari  of  his  selection,  giving  as  a  reason  that  he  considered  it  important 
so  10  mingle  his  countrymen  among  the  American  residents,  as  to  be  aided 
and  sustained  by  tliem  in  the  first  settlement  of  a  country  for  which  they 
had  neither  means  nor  experience : 

And  that  Klopicki  left  us  under  such  impressions  as  such  pledges  were 
calculated  to  vive  ;  and  that  in  1836,  after  the  survey  had  been  completed, 
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aod  the  returns  made  to  the  office  at  St  Louis,  he  then  and  there,  by  the 
aid  of  the  surveyor^  notes,  chose  twenty  sections  of  land,  including  the 
improvement  of  every  setiler  iu  this  township,  (16  in  number,)  in  that 
selection  ;  and  that  in  violation  of  all  the  confidence  which  the  repeated 
pledge  of  one  man  can  inspire  in  another. 

Your  petitioners  wotild  further  represent,  that,  although  it  was  known 
that  his  selection  was  made  here,  it  was  not  and  is  not  now  known  that 
his  selection  has  been  ratified  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  according 
to  the  provision  of  the  act  of  June  30th,  and  that  constant  accessions  have 
been  made  to  the  number  of  residents  upon  said  lands,  until  eighteen  and 
a  half^  out  of  the  twenty  sections  selected,  are  now  occupied  by  actual 
residents.  Inasmuch  as  no  individual  of  said  Polish  exiles  has  ever  ap- 
peared to  claim  his  share  of  said  lands,  and  that  the  averajg;e  value  of  the 
improvements  on  these  lands  is  more  than  the  minimum  price  of  the  same, 
your  petitioners  believe  that  the  said  exiles  have  not  now,  and  never  have 
had,  the  least  intention  of  settling  and  cultivating  these  lands  in  person  ; 
aod  are  credibly  informed  that  the  said  exiles  have  already  transferred 
their  claim  to  said  lauds,  for  a  consideration,  to  certain  persons  bearing 
the  general  title  of  **  land  speculators,"  resident  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sr.  Louis ;  and  that  your  honorable  body  will  be  solicited  to  approve  of 
said  transfer. 

Your  petitioners  need  not  represent  to  your  honorable  body  the  injury 
done  to  the  lands,  to  the  public,  and  to  ourselves,  by  such  transfer. 

Your  petitioners  settled  these  lands  in  good  faith,  relyinij;  upon  the  fos- 
tering care  of  Congress  to  sustain  and  encourage  them,  as  it  had  done  the 
settlersof  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  and  the  southern  part  of  this  State; 
and  little  did  they  expect  to  be  made  an  exception  to  that  care,  and  to  see 
their  families  and  themselves  turned  out  of  doors  and  reduced  to  beggary, 
(for  the  whole  worldly  substance  of  most  of  them  is  now  vested  in  improve- 
ments on  these  lands,)  for  the  benefit  of  foreigners,  and  much  less  of  spec- 
ulators. 

Yonr  petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray,  that  your  honorable  body 
will  well  consider  the  foregoing  facts ;  and  that  no  action  be  had  on,  of 
any  amendment  be  passed  to,  the  aforementioned  act,  by  which  the  Poles 
or  their  aligns  may  deprive  the  present  settlers  of  the  lands  which  they 
iM)ir  occupy.  '  '  • 

Should  the  subject  be  brought  before  your  honorable  body,  we  pray  that 
such  a  law  may  be  passed  as  will  prohibit  the  Poles,  or  their  agents,  from 
selling  their  claim  to  any  person  or  persons  except  to  the  settlers  on  the 
l^ame ;  and  that  the  price  of  the  land  be  established  by  law,  without  regard 
to  improvement. 

And  further,  we  pray  that,  should  it  be  the  opinion  of  your  honorable 
body  that  the  Poles  have  forfeited  their  title  to  these  lands,  by  neglecting  to 
settle  on  them,  in  accordance  with  tiie  conditions  of  the  aforementioned 
^t  of  June  30th,  that  an  act  declaratory  of  the  sam^  may  be  passed. 

Your  petitioners  would  still  further  pray,  that  if  no  other  disposition  is 
niade  of  these  lands,  and  a  pre-emption  law  is  passed,  this  or  the  ensuing 
session,  that  we,  by  a  special  act,  or  by  a  clause  m  said  law,  may  be  placed 
00  the  same  footing  as  other  settlers  on  imblic  lauds ;  and,  as  in  duty  bound, 
*'e  will  ever  pray. 
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Robert  J.  Cross 
*E.  Hays 
David  Noggle 
•Henry  W.  Talcott 
*David  Carpenter 
Wm.  Mead 
Henry  Abell 
Geo.  W.  Arnold 
Nathan  J.  l-iovejoy 
John  Daviso 
E.  H.  Brown 
*Wm.  Talcott 
•Stephen  Mack 
Lawson  Currier 
Ralph  M.  Pabell 
Zaqock  Brown 
•George  Stevens 
•Augustus  Barnaby 
•Samuel  Gibson,  jr. 
•David  Brown 
John  T.  Baker 
Moslay  S., Graves 
•Burke  Fairchild 
•Daniel  Fairchild 
♦Levi  M.  Taft 
♦George  Seton,  sr. 
Grean  Brown 
♦John  Lovesee 
♦Alexander  Gibson 
Frederick  Bird 
C.  Lee  Bird 
♦Luman  Pettibone 
♦Thos.  B  Talcott 
Oliver  Shattuck 
Justus  M.  Himnun 
Jeremiah  Roberts 


♦Caleb  Blodget 
♦Hiram  Bellows 
♦L.  B.  Fisher 
•George  Morris 
John  Atkinson 
•Paul  Castle 
Wm.  Castle 
♦Augustus  Croto 
♦David  Jeweft 
♦M.  P.  Ormsby 
♦Joel  D.  Jones 
♦E.  A.  Blake 
♦Robert  Logiui 
♦D.  A.  Blake 
♦Amos  Blake 
♦Cosey  Taft 
♦John  Burt 
♦Andrew  Shaw 
James  B.  Lee 
♦A.  Robertson 
♦John  F.  Thayer 
♦J.  Ambrose  Wight 
♦Isaac  Adams 
♦John  M.  W.  Lace 
♦Charles  M.  Lace 
♦p.  P.  Burn  ham 
♦Darius  Adams 
♦Charles  J.  Fox 
♦William  Lovesee,  jr. 
George  Lovesee 
♦Sylvester  Talcott 
Albert  Tuttle 
Wait  Talcott 
♦Nathaniel  Carpenter 
♦N.  Carpenter,  jr. 
♦John  Carpenter 


w?«. 


Dated  at  Peakatoneka,  township  46  north,  range  I  east,  3d  principal  me- 
ridian, October  18,  A.  D.  1837. 


Gem<:ral  LA^'D  Office,  December  11,  1837. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  to 
enclose,  herewith,  a  list  of  the  tracts  selected  for  the  Polish  exiles,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  30th  June,  1834,  from  which  it  will  be  seen, 
that  the  selection  of  the  quantity  of  the  36  sections  of  land,  set  apart  for 
them  by  that  act,  with  the  exception  of  about  a  quarter-quarter  of  a  sec- 
tion, has  been  completed. 

These  selections  were  made  by  Louis  Chlopicki,  one  of  the  two  agents 
authorized  to  make  them  by  the  exiles. 

*  These  persons  are  residents  on  the  Polish  lands  in  this  township. 
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There  has  been  do  definite  or  formal  approval  of  these  selections  ex- 
pr^sed  either  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Commissioner  of 
thb  office. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  Richard  M.  Young, 

Senate  of  the  United  States, 


Surveyor's  OppicE;  St,  Louis,  April  18,  1836. 

Sir  :  You  will  receive,  enclosed  herewith,  a  plat  of  each  of  the  town- 
ships 44  and  46  north,  range  L,  east  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  and  a 
list  of  the  lands  selected  therein  by  the  agent  of  the  Polish  exiles. 

I  am,  &c., 

E.  T.  LANGHAM. 
Ethan  A.  Brown,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  undersigned,  agent  of  the  Polish  exiles,  has  selected  the  36  sections, 
equal  to  23,040  acres  of  land,  granted  them  by  an  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1834,  as  follows : 

I.  In  township  44,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  east  of  the  third  prin- 
cipal meridian — 

Section    1  containing  .  -  -  •  654.37  acres, 

Section    2  containing  ...  -  639.16  acres, 

Section  11  containing  -  ...  640       acres, 

S^tion  12  containing  ....  666.93  acres, 

Section*! 3  containing  ....  646.47  acres, 

Section  *14  containing  ....  636.21  acres, 

Section  15  containing  -  -    ^       -  -  640       acres. 

Section  21  containing  -  -    *       •  -  640       acres. 

Section  22  containing  ....  640       acres, 

Section  23  containing  ....  644.64  acres, 

Section  24  containing  ....  637.69  acres, 

Section  25  containing  ....  640       acres, 

Section  26  containing  ....  680.87  acres, 

Sectiou  27  containing  -  .  -  -  693.73  acres, 

Section  28  containing  -  -  -  -  640       acres. 

Section  29  containing  -  -  -  -  640       acres. 

Section  34  containing  -  •  -  -  661       acres. 

Section  36  containing  ....  640       acres, 

10,970.66  acres. 


♦NOTE  BY  GENERAL  LAND  OPPICE. 

Since  'the  selection  of  these  sections  bj  the  Polish  agent,  the  west  fraction  of  13,  and 
cut  half  of  14,  has  been  reserved  for  Catharine  Myott,  tmder  the  Winnebago  treaty  of  1839, 
>Bd  the  reservation  confirmed  by  the  President ;  the  agent  has,  therefore,  selected  section  30, 
same  township  and  range,  in  lieu  thereof. 
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And  in  township  46,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  east  of  the  third 
principttl  meridian- 
Section  12  containing  ...  -  571.49  acres, 
Section  13  containing  .  -  .  .  600.04  acres, 
Section  14  containing  -  -  -  -  562.68  acres, 
Section  16  containing  -  -  -  -  640  acres, 
Section  17  containing  -  -  -  -  643.86  acres, 
Section  20  containing  -  -  -  -  638.93  acres, 
Section  21  containing  -  -  -  -  638.74  acres, 
Section  22  containing  .  .  .  -  601.22  acres, 
Action  23  containing  ....  646.46  acres. 
Section  24  containing  -  -  -  .  566.39  acres, 
Section  26  containing  •  .  .  .  640  acres, 
Section  26  containing  ...  -  640  acres, 
Section  27  containing  ....  628.60  acres, 
Section  28  containing  .  .  ,  -  696.26  acres, 
Section  29  containing  ....  692.62  acres. 
Section  30  containing  ...  -  5lfr.86  acres. 
Section  31  containing  -  .  .  -  560.38  acres, 
Section  32  containing  -  *  -  -  640  acres, 
Section  33  containing  ....  640  .  acres. 
Section:  36  containing  ....  640       acres, 

12,000.22  acres. 


In  both  to^vnuships  selected,  22,970.78  acres. 

The  balance  of  the  granted  36  sections  of  land^  rnakiog  69^22  acres, 
to  iBciude  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  36, 
and  as  nmch  off  the  west  side  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  said  north- 
west qjuarter  of  section  36,  township  46  north,  range  1  east,  as  will  make 
the  qiianttty; 

LOUIS  CHLOPICKI. 

St.  Louis,  April  18,  1836. 


RocKPORD,  Illinois  January  8, 1S39. 

Dbar  Sir  :  Allow  me  to  offer  you  my  thanks  and  the  thanks  of  the 
settlers  upon  tl^at  portion  of  the  public  lands  knpwn  as  the  <'  Polish  claim,'' 
for  your  exeitions  in  relation  to  the  vexed  question  of  the  rights  of  the 
Polanders  in  tbe  premises.  We  rejoice  that  you  hare  caUed  the  aittention 
of  Congress  (o  the  subject,  for  we  cannot  believe  that  Congress  will  ever 
dispossess  American  citizens  of  their  improvements  upon  the  national  do- 
main, to  pass  ihem  into  the  possession  of  foreigners,  exiles  or  emigrants. 

There  is  not  a  Polander  known  to  exist  upon  any  portion  of  the  land 
said  to  ha^e  been  selected,  nor  has  <<  Lewis  Banerakawitz,"  or  any  of  "  his 
associates,''  ever  attempted  to  take  possession  under  the  act. 

Herewith  I  take  the'  liberty  to  send  you  a  few  handbills  relating  to  the 
subject  The  Jioafs  naeniiooed  therein  have  been  saneHoned  vy  ihe 
President 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  a  EEMBLE. 

Hon.  R.  M.  YovKQ. 


Kch  Ck>HGRE88,  [  SENATE*  1  r  1 62  1 

3dSessian.  ^  -" 


IN  SENATfi  OP  tHB  WtT^t)  STATES. 


JAt^UAKY  30,  18S9i 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  resolution  and  documents  be  printeld. 

Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing 

RESOLUTION : 

Raohed,  That  the  plan  of  the  wdrics  for  the  improvement  and  protection 
of  the  harbor  at  Mich^an  City,  shall  be  such  as  may  be  approved  ai^d 
adt^led  by  the  Socretary  of  War. 


htUerfnm  ike  SecreUtrff  xkj  W4w  ib  the  chairman  qf  tht  CommUUetm 
RAodM  aud  Canals^  m  relation  i^  tht  imprwenuni  of  ike  harbor  ^J 
Mickigan  CUy^ 

Wae  Departments  Jmuorti  21^  1889. 

Sim :  I  have  die  faoflor  to  tmnsmit,  herewith,  a  eomBiunieatioki  from  thiB 
Bomu  of  Tofiographic^  Btigioeers,  datieid  the  irthittstaftt,  to^^ther  ^M\ 
the  report  ol  LieuCeoant  Colofii^l  Keartyey,  to  wtiioh  it  lifers,  mativdi  to  the 
wotitt  br  the  improvettent  and  protection  of  the  liM^bor  of  Miohigati  City. 
As  the  thange  of  plan  reforred  to  thereii^  will  cteaten  grdat  kicreaiBe  of  esc- 
pense,  I  deem  it  proper  to  sA^ibtnic  the  matti^r  to  the  CoikHnitt^  on  Roads 
and  C^fis^  in  oitier  that  it  m^  be  brought  before  Ooi^tes^,  and  a  eorr^s- 
poiriifiga(xprepnatioii  be  aak6d  fon 

Very  resMctfcilly,  yt^ur  obedi^t  Mrv^^H^, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Bod.  Johiv  T'lPtoK, 

Chaimumof  the  CommiUeit  oh  Roads  and  Canals,  Senate. 


BDrAEAtT  or  ToPOottAF^RICALB^OlKE^RB) 

Washington^  Jahuary  17, 1889. 

Sir:  In  a  letter  fVom  this  Bareau  of  the  l3th  of  last  April,  1  hid  the 
^wnorto  call  yonr  attenlioti  to  the  probable  increase  of  expenditure  at 
ttchifflin  City,  beyond  what  bad  been  originally  contemplated,  irotn  a  neces- 
^  alteration  of  the  original  plan. 

Blair  a  RiT^,  printers. 
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The  desire  on  my  part  was  to  obtain  some  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  from  the  proper  committee  of  Congress,  to  which  I  understood  the 
letter  would  be  referred.  None,  however,  having  been  obtained,  and  there 
being  no  necessity  to  commence  the  breakwater  last  season,  the  a^nt  was 
directed  to  limit  his  operations  to  the  constructing  of  the  parallel  piers. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  the  best  information  on  a  matter  of  so  much 
interest,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kearney,  of  the  corps,  was  directed  in  his  late 
tour  of  inspection  to  give  to  it  his  particular  attention,  and  to  report  upon 
the  same.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  yoiir  consideration  a  copy 
of  his  report,  with  a  request,  if  the  course  meet  your  approbation,  that  the 
same  may  be  transmittea  to  the  proper  committee  of  Congress. 

Very  respectfullv,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Washington,  January  12.  1839. 

Sir  :  During  the  tonr  of  inspection  of  the  lake  harbors  which  I  made 
last  year  under  your  orders,  I  visited  the  harbor  of  Michigan  City,  and 
examined  the  works  designed  for  its  improvement  and  protection.  These 
consist  of  the  usual  piers  or  jettees  t)f  stone  and  timber,  arranged  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  the  current  of  the  creek  to  scour  its  channel  to  a  depth 
necessary  for  the  admission  of  vessels  above  the  bar.  I'hey  serve  also  as 
wharves,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  breakwater,  which  it  is  proposed  here- 
after to  construct  some  distance  from  the  shore,  they  will  in  some  measure 
cover  the  inner  harbor  from  the  violence  of  the  weather.  During  the  last 
year  the  work  advanced  as  rapidly  as  the  limited  amount  and  the  lateness 
of  the  appropriation,  and  the  extreme  unhealthiness  of  the  season  would 
permit.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  beneficial  effect  has  yet  been  produced 
upon  the  depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  by  the  construction 
of  the  piers,  and  if  hereafter,  when  they  are  completed,  vessels  shall  be  en- 
abled to  ascend  the  creek,  it  will  still  be  necessary  to  enlarge  its  breadth 
near  the  town,  as  there  will  not,  otherwise,  be  sufficient  room. 

I  fully  accord  with  you  in  the  opinions  advanced  in  your  letter  of  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1 836,  addressed  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Hanue^an.  The  break- 
water which  you  then  proposed  to  erect  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  harbor 
in  the  lake  has  not  yet  been  commenced,  although  a  considerable  quantity 
of  timber  has  been  collected  and  prepared  for  it,  nor  has  the  area  of  tbe 
proposed  harbor  nor  the  depth  of  water  in  which  the  breakwater  is  to  be 
established  been  yet  definitively  fixed.  Some  additional  surveys  will  be  re- 
quisite for  that  purpose,  and  they  ought  to  be  extended  some  considerable 
distance  into  the  lake,  to  ascertam  whether  the  sand  bar  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Stockton's  report  of  February  8,  1838,  really  exists  ;  and  to  determine  its 
extent  and  the  depth  of  water  on  it,  as  well  as  its  origin  and  rate  of  progres- 
sion, if  it  be  practicable  to  arrive  at  these.  I  think  it  would  be  a  capital 
error  to  restrict  the  area  of  the  present  harbor  to  the  present  demands  of  the 
trade  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  should  have  an  extent  commensurate  with  the  pro- 
bable extreme  limits  of  expansion  of  which  the  trade  may  be  supposed  to 
be  susceptible.    I  would  therefore  propose  the  erection  of  the  breakwater 
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in  at  least  3^  fathoms,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Stockton.  We  would  thus  not 
only  have  sufficient  birth  for  vessels  anchoring  under  it,  but  they  would  be 
better  able  to  fetch  in,  in  very  heavy  weather,  without  the  danger  of  going 
airiioie,  which  would  be  the  effect  of  establishing  it  too  near  the  land. 

It  is  manifest  that  to  erect  the  breakwater  in  deeper  water,  we  must  ex- 
ceed the  present  estimated  cost  of  forming  the  harbor,  and  that  it  is  desira- 
ble that  these  expenditures  should  be  kept  within  the  hmits  of  a  wise  econ- 
omy, but  it  should  at  the  same  time  be  borne  in  mind,  that  unless  provision 
be  now  noade  on  a  scale  sufBciently  ample  for  the  future,  the  work  proposed 
must  ultimately  prove  injurious  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  it  is  design- 
ed to  prooaote,  by  the  restriction  it  will  practically  impose  upon  their  ex- 
teosioD. 

I  am  not  of  opinion  that  any  opening  should  be  lefl  at  the  angle  of  junc- 
tion of  the  sides  of  the  breakwater,  as  Has  been  proposed,  especially  if  there 
be  left  sufficient  space  between  the  extremities  of  the  work  and  the  shore 
to  enable  vessels  to  fetch  in  safely,  and  for  the  reason  that  any  openings, 
whilst  they  would  necessarily  expose  part  of  the  anchorage  and  the  wharf- 
age in  shore  to  the  action  oif  the  waves,  they  must  cause  counter  currents, 
and  a  consequent  deposition  and  the  formation  of  shoals  in  the  harbor. 
Nor  do  I  perceive  that  such  openings  would  be  desirable  in  any  point  of 
view,  unless  so  far  that  they  mi|[ht,  under  special  conditions  of  the  weather, 
slightly  &cilitate  the  ingress  of  vessels.  Still  the  advantage  to  be  gained 
in  thaurespect  could  not,  to  my  mind,  overbalance  the  disadvantages  I  have 
mentioned 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  oI)edient  servant, 

JAMES  KEARNEY, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 
To  Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Bttreau  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
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To  tke  bill  {S.  160)  <'  io  provide  far  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement 
(f  that  part  of  Florida  which  is  now  overrun  and  infested  by  maraud- 
ijig  hands  of  hostile  Indians?^ 


January  30,  1839. 

Submitted  bj  Mr.  Benton,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Adjittant  General's  Oppice, 

Washington^  January  28,  1839. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  note  received  this  morning,  requesting^  <<  the 
names  of  the  officers  who  have  been  killed  or  who  have  died  in  Florida,'* 
since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  I  herewith  respectfully  send  you 
two  lists,  A  and  B,  which  furnish  the  desired  information.  It  will  appear 
by  these  statements,  that  eighteen  officers  of  the  regular  army,  and  one 
volanteer,  have  been  killed ;  and  sixteen  officers  of  the  army  have  died  in 
Florkla,  and  of  disease  contracted  while  on  service  there.  The  names  of 
two  officers  who  committed  suicide  while  serving  in  Florida,  are  omitted  in 
the  list  I  may  here  add,  that  fifteen  officers  have  been  wounded  during 
the  same  perioa. 

Being  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  your  inquiry,  I  take  the  liberty  respect- 

faUy  to  refer  you  to  document  No.  305,  p.  6,  H.  R.  of  the  last  session, 

where  yoH  will  find  a  printed  statement,  aecoomanying  my  letter  to  the 

chainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiirs,  dated  March  29, 1838.    In 

this  statement  I  included  the  rank  and  file,  of  which  there  are — 

Killed  -------        132 

Wounded      -  -  -  -  -  -  -        236 

Total 367 


* 


The  number  of  men  who  have  died  of  disease  in  Florida^  is  supposed  Io 
be  gieat ;  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  compute  it 

I  am^  sir,  with  great  respisct,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  JONBS^ 
Adjutant  Oeneral 
The  Hon.  Colonel  Bsnton, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Bliii  4  Bi!re%  primeai. 
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A. 


LisC  of  officers  of  the  army  killed  in 

tk€  Florida  service ^  inclusive  of  December ^  1633. 

No. 

Rank  and  names. 

Regiment,  &c. 

Place  and  date. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Lieut.  Col.  Alex.  Brooks 
Lieut.  Col.  Alex.  Thompson 
Brevet  Major  P.  L.  Dade 
Captain  Uptoil  S.  Fraser 
Captain  George  W.  Gardiner     - 
Captain  ChaHes  Mellon 
Cti^Aaia  Jos.  Van  Swealr^gen    - 
First  Lieut.  James  P.  Izard 
First  Lieut.  Alex.  Mackay 
First  Lieut.  Fras.  T.  Brooke 
First  Lieut.  C.  Smith 
First  Lieut.  J.  P.  Center 
Second  Lieut.  W.  E.  Basiuger    > 
Second  Lieut.  J.  W.  S.  McNeil  - 
Second  Lieut.  R.  Henderson 
Second  Lieut.  R.  R.  Mudge 
Second  Lieut.  J.  L.  Kedis 
Assistant  Surgeon  John  S,  Gollin 

4th  artillery 
Gth  infantry 
4th  infantiy 
3d  artillery 
2d  artillery 
2d  anillery 
ahinfkntry 
1st  dragoons 
1st  artillery 
Gih  inlantiy 
2d  aniUery 
Cth  infantry 
2d  artillery 
2il  dra^ooQii 
2d  artillery 
3a  anillery 
3d  anillery 
Medical  etafi 

St.  /ohns  bay,  Deceml»er  17,  1836* 
Battle  of  Okechobee,  Dec.  Ub,  1837 
December  28, 1835t 
December  28,  1835t 
December  28, 1835t 
Port  Mellon,  February  8, 1837 
Battle  of  Oteechobf  e,  Dec.  3&^  I8S7 
WithlacoDchais.  Mar<ih  5, 1836 
St.  Johns  bay,  December  17,  1836* 
Bailie  of  Okechobee,  Dec  25, 1837 
Fort  King,  December  28, 1835: 
Battle  of  Okechobee,  Dec.  25,  1837 

Near  Fort  Peyton,  Sept.  11,  1837 
December  28,  1835t 
December  28,  I835t 
December  28, 1835t 
December  28,  1835t 

♦Killed  by  the  cxplosioa  of  a  steam-boiler  off  Florida  coast. 

tDad^*^  battle. 

X  Surprisec^  by  the  Indians. 

'R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General. 
Adjutant  (Jeneral^s  Orficfi,  January  28,  183d. 


LdsL  of  voltmUer  offi&trs  reported  to  kw>e  bcin  IsiUed,' 


No. 


Raiik  and  name* 


Regiment,  &c. 


Place  and  clarf . 


Colonel  Gentry    - 


Missouri  trol- 
unteers. 


Battle  of  Okechobee,  Dec.  'SS,  1837 


B. 

JAst  of  officers  of  the  amy  leko  hate  died  of  disease  inciitttU  to  the  cUiwak,  and  fttm  erjMSute 

in  the  Fhfida  serviae^  ti¥ilwce  of  Oecev^kr^  L838i. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 


Rank  and  names. 


Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Heilcman 
Major  George  Birch 
Brevet  Major  R.  M.  Sands 
Captain  S.  Shannon 
Captain  A*.  W.  Thornton 
Captain  L.  Gfttes 
Fir^t  Lieut.  D.  S.  Herring 
First  Lieut.  T.  B.  Adains 
First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Hiimdton 
First  liOB^t.  J.Conrad 
Second  iJeut.  J,  McClure 
Second  Lieut.  C.  C.  Kingsbury  - 
Assistant  Surgeon  B.  F.  Nourse 
Assistant  Sui^oa  T.  R.  Johnson 
Assistant  Surgeon  A.  C.  Turtelot 
Assistant  Surgeon  W.  Sullivan  - 


Regiment,  &c. 


2d  artillery 
4ih  infantry 
4th  infantry 
1st  infantry 
4th  infantr}' 
Ist  artillerjr 
3d  artillery 
2d  anillerj- 
2d  r^gooRs 
Gth  infantry 
Isi  infantry 
2d  dragoons 
Medical  ata/f 
Mec^ifal  staff 
Medical  staff 
Medical  staff 


Place  and  date. 


Fort  Drane,  Florida,  June  27,  IKJG 
Fort  Brooke,  Florida,  Sept.  26,  18:i7 
Fort  Call,  Florida,  BepL.  10,  183G 
Tallahassee,  September  4,  1836 
Pensacola,  November  2,  1836 
Fort  Drane,  Florida,  Augiisi  6, 1836 
Sv.  Augustine,  June,  22, 1836 
Fort  Dade,  Florida,  Dec.  14,  lft37 
Port  Mafrion,  Florida,  Nov.  26,  1837 
James  Islanil,  Florida,  Aug.  10, 1838 
Fort  Brooke,  Florida,  April  15,  1838 
Fort  Mellon,  Florida,  June  9,  1837 
Kty  W(ls^  Florida,  ?tfay  19,  HBlG 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  July  11,  1837 
Washington,  D.  C,  Dec  8,  1837. 
Camp  Wal  ker,  Florida,  May  *5|  in» 


Adjutant  General's  OfficEi  January  28,  1839. 


R.  JONES,  AdjuUint  General, 
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Locust  Grove,  near  Lquisvillk,  Ky., 

January  19,  1839. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  tbe  5th  instant,  with  a  copy, 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  arined  occupation  aiid  settlement  of  Florida. 
If  the  plaa  which  you  propose  cau  be  carried  out,  the  Indians  may  be 
^TBdamlly  deatroyed,  or  forced  to  (Submit;  and  I  know  of  no  o^er  measqr^^ 
likriy  to  rid  the  cooiitfy  of  them,  unless,  by  following  the  example  of  the 
Riitieih  Government  in  their  war  with  tl>e  Maroons  in  Jamoiqa,  we  employ 
the  bleod  bound.    The  only  doubt  1  eutertaiti  ns  to  the  oomplete  success 
of  the  pUm,  arises  from  the  apprehenaicHi  that  the  quantity  of  good  land 
sooth  of  the  28°  of  north  latitude,  is  not  sufficient  u>  induce  setders  to 
oocupy  it ;  north  of  thai  d^ree,  the  coimtry  is  generally  ^it\\  to  the 
ssutbem  counties  of  Georgia  and  Alabama;  but  south  ot  it  the  good  land 
is  coa&oed  to  a  few  detached  spots  aloncf  the  coast  on  both  sides  of  the 
peninsula;  and  fresh  water  can  rarely  be  mtained  on  the  Gulf  coast  south 
of  Charlottes  harbor,  even  where  the  l^od  is  fit  for  cultivation.    Batweea 
the  moutli  of  the  Wilbhicooohee  and  Tan^m  bay,  tbete  i^  a  considerable 
body  of  ezoelieiit  land ;  there  is  also  good  land  near  Tohap  Kilaga ;  ^id 
between  the  Ocklawaha  and  St.  Johns  rivers,  I  have  no  doubt  healjhy 
sitoations  for  stations  or  residences  might  be  found;  and  as  to  the  country 
north  of  llie  Withlacoochee,  it  is  qmte  as  healthy  as  the  greater  portion 
of  the  western  and  southwestern  States ;   and  the  whole  seabo«Urd  is  as 
healthy  as  any  part  of  our  Atlantic  seet)oard  south  of  the  Delaware.    I 
would  advise  that  the  planters  and  farmers  be  urged  to  return  to  the  planta- 
tions and  farms  which  they  have  abandoned,  and  that  the  whole  country 
north  of  Tampa  bay  te  settled  as  soon  as  possible.     The  coasts  of  Florida 
afford  as  valuable  fisheries,  in  proportion  to  their  extent,  as  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  ;  and  though  the  country  south  of    Tampa  bay   affords 
Nit  little  inducement  to  the  cultivator,  a  population  sufBcient  to  confine  the 
Indians  to  the  interior  might  find  near  the  coast  abundant  support  by  com- 
bining  fishing  with  cultivation.     A  supply  of  fresh  water  could  be  obtained 
from  the  adjacent  islands. 

The  Y^sxs  to  be  occupied  by  the  troops  roust  depend,  necessarily,  upon 
the  number  and  position  of  the  settlements.  There  should  always  be  a 
snflicient  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  settlement  to  serve  as  a  rallying 
point  to  the  settlers,  and  to  unite  with  them  either  for  purposes  of  protection 
orpursnit  There  is  a  small  body  of  good  land  on  New  river,  also  on  the 
Miami  river  near  Cape  Florida,  which  was  occupied  previous  to  the  war. 
Tvo  or  three  hundred  inhabitants  might  support  themselves  comfortably 
oil  that  portion  of  the  Territory.  No  part  of  the  United  States  is  more 
bealtliy.  A  light  house  is  necessary  in  that  neighborhood  ;  and  so  valuable 
is  the  commerce  that  passes  that  part  of  the  coast,  and  so  numerous  the 
wrecks  in  consequence  of  the  difiiculty  of  the  navigation,  that,  to  protect 
the  crews  and  property  cast  on  shore,  the  country  should  be  settled,  and 
military  posts  be  established  on  New  river,  and  near  Cape  Florida. 

There  is  a  body  of  excellent  land  near  Cape  Sable,  the  most  southerly 
point  of  the  peninsula,  which  would  support  several  hundred  inhabitants. 
This  it  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  occupy  as  soon  as  possible.  A 
military  post  should  be  established  and  maintained  at  the  cape.  Posts 
will  be  necessary  at  Indian  River  inlet,  at  the  head  of  Indian  river,  at  New 
Smyrna,  and  at  one  or  two  other  points  between  the  latter  post  and  St. 
Angnstine.    A  post  should  be  established  at  Punta  Rasa,  south  of  Tampa, 
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and  at  one  or  two  points  between  Tampa  and  the  mouth  of  the  Suwannee; 
those  points  of  course  to  be  determined  by  the  settlements  that  may  be  made 
on  or  near  the  coast.  The  posts  across  the  country  from  the  gulf  to  the 
Atlantic  should  not  be  considered  permanent,  but  be  changed  as  the  settle* 
ments  in  the  interior  be  advanced  to  the  south.  1  have  read  the  letter 
of  Surgeon  General  Lawson,  and  affreeVith  him  generally  in  his  views. 
As  to  the  war  which  we  have  carried  on  in  Florida,  it  differs  not  only  from 
any  ever  before  waged  by  this  country,  but  from  any  other  of  which  we 
have  an  account  in  nistory,  unless  the  Maroon  war  in  Jamaica  be  an  excep- 
tion. The  object  has  been,  and  is  now,  not  to  beat  and  compel  the  enemy 
to  make  peace,  but  to  catch  them.  No  force  employed  against  them, 
either  in  the  former  or  present  Seminole  war,  no  matter  by  whom  oon- 
manded,  has  ever  been  able  to  catch  them,  and  my  decided  opinion  is,  if  they 
ever  be  caught,  it  must  be  with  their  own  consent,  and  that  consent  will 
hardly  be  given  until  they  find  the  white  man  in  their  way.  Let  them  be 
crowded  by  settlers,  and  that  which  has  invariably  occurred  throughout  the 
whole  history  of  our  settlements  will  occur  again,  they  will  not  only  consent 
to  remove,  but  will  desire  it  as  the  greatest  benefit  the  nation  can  confer  upon 
them. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 
The  Hon.  Tho.  H.  Benton, 

Chairman  of  the  Military  Cammitiee  of  the  Senate. 


25th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  f  164  1 


3d  Session. 


PETITION 


OP 


SAMUEL  RAUB,   Jr., 


PRITINO 


7k  passage  of  a  lata  requiring  the  use  of  the  ''  double  self-acting 

safetj/'Valv^^  on  board  of  steamboats^  ^c. 


January  30,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  nndersigned,  your  petitioner,  desirous  oi  averting  tlie  great  devasta- 
tion of  liie  and  property  caused  by  the  numerous  explosions  of  steam 
boilers,  as  well  as  remunerating  himself  for  his  services,  which  have  for  a 
lon^  time  been  devoted  to  the  object  of  correcting  this  ^eat  evil,  begs  leave 
to  ask  the  attention  oi  Congress  to  the  benefits  denved  in  securing  the 
lives  of  passengers  and  property  on  board  of  steamboats,  by  the  proper  use 
of  the  double  self -acting  safety-valves  attached  to  the  boilers  of  boats. 

It  is  now  a  well  established  fact,  that  nearly  all  explosions  are  caused 
bf  a  deficiency  of  water  in  the  boiler,  by  which  a  greater  quantity  of  steam 
is  generated  than  the  boiler  is  able  to  sustain.  These  valves,  by  their  ope- 
ratioQ,  govern  this  cause,  and  by  their  self-acting  power,  relieve  the  boiler 
from  tte  pressure  of  extra  steam  generated,  and  prevent  an  explosion  which 
iDost  otherwise  take  place.  That  these  valves  do  possess,  this  power,  is 
efficiently  made  manifest  by  the  accompanying  certificates  of  both  prac- 
ticaJ  and  scientific  men,  who  have  long  had  them  in  use,  and  that  the 
principal  cause  of  explosion  is  the  want  of  water  in  the  boiler,  is  well  sub« 
ilantiated  by  the  numerous  explosions  during  the  past  year,  the  cause  of 
which  has  been  sufficiently  proved. 

The  undersigned  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  in  addition  to  the  laws 
already  passed  ou  this  subject,  each  boiler  shall  be  supplied  with  a  set  of 
dmMe  self  acting  safety-valves^  to  be  locked  up  and  kept  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  engineer  and  officers  of  the  boat,  so  that  when  the  water  gets 
bdow  what  may  be  deemed  the  line  of  safety,  they  will,  by  their  own  self- 
icttng  power,  allow  the  steam  to  escape,  and  relieve  the  boiler  from 
pvesBure. 

The  common  safety-valve  will  let  off  any  extra  steam  while  the  water  is 
%  but  to  avoid  this  valve  from  being  intentially  loaded  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  steam,  I  would  suggest  that  there  shall  be  two  common  safety-valves, 
one  of  which  shall  he  also  locked  up,  and  graduated  to  correspond  with 
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such  pFessureas  the  boiler  is  constructed  to  sustain.  Boats  th\is  equipped,  it 
is  well  known,  would  be  much  guarded  against  those  terrible  explosions 
that  have  so  recently  occurred  on  our  waters. 

That  the  Government  is  in  duty  bound  to  have  this  apparatus  applied  to 
their  own  steam  vessels  and  stationary  engines,  the  more  effectually  to 
secure  them  against  those  heavy  losses  to  which  they  are  so  liable  from 
explosions,  inasmuch  as  the  expense  of  equipping  all  the  steamboats  be- 
longing to  Government  would  not  be  equal  to  the  loss  of  one. 

That  Congress  has  the  power  to  pass  a  law  directing  that  these  valves 
shall  be  used  by  all  boats  running  on  our  navigable  waters,  seems  to  be 
implied  by  the  law  already  passed  for  the  better  regulation  of  steamboats. 
And  it  is  not  doubted  by  those  who  have  made  the  trial,  that  if  Congress 
would  pass  a  law  securing  the  use  of  the  above  apparatus  as  recommended, 
they  would  effectually  secure  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
many  thousands  that  are  now  exposed  to  so  much  danger. 

Should  the  Government  adopt  the  plan  suggested,  with  such  modifica- 
tions as  in  their  wisdom  may  seem  right,  we-  conceive  they  would  be  ren- 
dering to  the  country  an  essential  service.  And  that  there  may  be  some 
more  effectual  steps  taken  by  Congress,  and  that  soon,  to  remedy  the  greatly 
increasing  evil  caused  by  explosion,  is  the  prayer  of  your  petitioner. 

Most  iBspectfull  y, 

SAMUEL  RAUB,  Jr. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

J:ANlUAtRY<  3,  1B3& 

I 

Mr.  TtPTON,  from'  the  COnunittee  on  Roads  and  Canate^  Uv  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Sftimoel  Raub,  jrk,  of  P^rmsylvmiia)  made  the  ioi* 
lowing  report ; 

* 

That  tbis  case  was  presented  to  the  Senate  at  the  2A  session  of  the  34th 
Congress,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  reported' 
upon  by  the  committee,  on  the  7th  February;  1837 ;  which  report,  together 
with  the  petition  and  several  other  documents  connected  therewith,  wwa 
printed,  and  will  be  found  numbered  169,  among  the  printed  docnoientB 
of  the  Senate  of  that  session.  That  committee  stated  that  the  petitioner 
had  <<  exhibited  in  the  capitol,  an  operative  model,  a  small  steam  boiler,  by 
which  he  has  shown  the  principle,  and  illustrated  the  practical  operation 
of  his  Invention,  The  principle  is  simple,  si^sceptibl^  of  universal  appK^ 
cation  to  steam  boilers,  and  capable,  as  the  committee  believe,  of  conlroltiagj 
to  a  great  extent,  the  daiiigeroiis  pow^r  of  accmmilated  steam.  'Rie- value- 
of  the  principle  is  its  self-acting  power.  It  needs^notthe  continual  atteii<^ 
tion  and  skill  of  an  engineer,  for  it  is  the  office  of  the  principle,  and  thein^^ 
vention  itself,  to  discover  the  approach  of  danger,  and  to  apply  the  remedy^ 
and  that  committee  having  obtained  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Bngineer  of 
the  efficacy  of  thednTention,  recommeiMted  an  aipprepriationof  ^,000^t^ 
be  expended-under  the  direetion  of  the  Engineer  Depwrttnent^  in  fittiogup' 
two,  three,  or  more  0htMI^  Statea  steamers^  emptoyed^ov  the  western'  and 
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other  rireo,  with  the  petttioner's  safoty  valves,  for  the  purpose  of  subject- 
ing thenfi  to  the  most  rigid  test,  "ia  order  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of 
the  value  of  the  improvement.'' 

Since,  that  report  was  made,  the  petitioner  has  exhibited  additional  testi- 
mony in  support  of  his  claim  to  public  attentioki,  on  accoiint  of  the  ud van- 
tages to'^be  derived  firotn  the  general  adoption  of  his t discovery. 

He  has  produced  the  certificate  of  502  persons,  who  witnessed  the  opera- 
liMof  bis  douMe  fielf-actlng  safety  valve,  on  ixiard  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Chdeston  steam  packet,  and  bear  testimony  to  Che  efficiency  and  safety  of 
tliisioTentiofi. 

He  has^  presented  the  memorial  of  208  itidividiuds  reconiinetuiin|g^  to  Con- 
fiBs  to  enact  a  law  reqnirinf  all  steamboats  on  the  Bavigable  waters  of 
tteUoited  States,  public  ancTprivate,  to  be  furnished  with  the  double  self- 
aetifi^  safety  valve  ;  also,  a  memorial  from  26  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
recoffliQendkig^  the  tise  of  this  invention  in  tdl  steam  generators  ifn  the  ser- 
Tiocof  the  United  States. 

He  has  also  produced  certificates  from  practical  engineers,  and  an  nofent 
of  the  Union  Glass  AVorks,  at  Kensinj^ton,  and  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
GhariestoQ  steam  packet,  in  both  of  which  ti^  invention  bus  been  fully 
lested^and  those  trials  appear  to  have  resulted  in  a  firm  conviction,  on  the 
part  of  those  individuals,  that  the  double  ^elf-acting  safety  valve  fully 
answers  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended,  eombiniog  the  qualities  of 
tpfAymg  with  efficacy  the  rampant  power  of  steam,  and  controlling  the 
feartul  hissings,  of  its  of  fury. 

li  tin's  great  desideratum  has  really  been  attained  by  the  invention  under 
consideration,  the  consequences  to  this  country,  aud  to  every  other  country 
iriienethis  nsefful  yet  dangerous  power  is  applied,  can  better  be  imagined 
thiffl  described. 

Although  suffering  humanity  calls  for  the  most  prompt  relief  from  the 
tetmction  of  life  nnd  suffering  produced  by  the  sudden  violence  of  steam, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  community,  the  most  complete  and  deliberate  tests  should  be  applied 
tonew  discoveries  before  recommending  their  general  adoption,  and  believe 
thattbese  tests  should  combine  the  scrutiny  of  science  with  repeated  trials 
by  practical  use. 

With  this  view,  the  committee  concur  in  the  recommendation  made  by 
the  {(nmer  committee,  to  make  an  appropriation  of  05,000,  to  be  expended 
ooder  the  direction  of  the  Engineer  Department,  in  fitting:  up  two  or  more 
United  States  steamers,  employed  on  the  western  and  other  rivers,  and  of 
Baking  such  other  tests  and  experiments  as  the  (Jhief  Engineer  shall  direct; 
And  report  a  bill  for  that  object. 
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IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

January  9,  1838. 

Mr.  Owens,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peli- 
tion'of  Samuel  Raub,  jr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  the  inventor  of  a  new  and  improved 
mode  of  preventing  explosions  in  steam  boilers,  and  has  obtained  letters 
patent  for  the  same ;  that  his  invention  has  been  submitted  to  the  exam- 
ination of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  United  States,  and  tested  by  competent 
judges.  The  opinion  of  the  first  and  the  certificates  of  the  latter  are  hereto 
annexed.  The  experiments  made  show,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  that  the 
invention  is  fully  competent  to  answer  the  object  intended.  The  petitioner 
has  exhibited  in  the  capitol,  to  the  members  of  the  committee  and  others, 
an  operative  model,  a  small  steam-boiler,  by  which  he  has  demonstrated 
the  principle,  and  given  a  practical  illustration  of  the  invention.  The 
principle  is  simple,  capable  of  being  applied  to  steam-boilers  generally,  and 
well  qualified,  as  the  committee  believe,  to  control,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
useful  but  dangerous  power  of  accumulated  steam.  Its  peculiar  and  valu- 
able attribute  is,  that  it  does  not  require  the  constant  and  unremitted  atten- 
tion of  the  engineer ;  the  power  is  self  acting;  it  gives  notice  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  boiler,  making  known  the  approach  of  danger,  and  itself  applies 
the  remedy ;  and  it  is  therefore  with  great  propriety  denominated  "  the 
self-acting  double  safety-valve."  Tiie  petitioner,  fully  convinced  by  his 
own  experiments,  a$  well  as  by  those  of  others,  that  his  invention  renders 
steam-boilers  perfectly  secure  against  explosions  or  collapses,  prays  that  it 
may  be  applied  to  steam  enginery,  stationary  or  locomotive,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  any  others  that  Congress  may  direct,  so  that  his  in- 
vention may  be  subjected  to  public  scrutiny,  and  have  its  utility  and  safety 
generally  made  known. 

The  great  and  appalling  disasters  which  daily  occur  in  the  use  of  the 
steam-engine  in  the  United  States,  attended  not  only  with  loss  of  property,* 
but  loss  of  life,  have  directed  the  public  attention  to  this  subject,  and  excited 
an  interest  and  sensibility  of  no  ordinary  character. 

In  a  country  like  ours,  where  travelling  is  so  general,  and  the  convey- 
ance by  steam  so  common,  the  welfare  not  only  of  the  people,  but  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  humanity  seem  to  require  that  a  remedy  should  be  applied, 
if  one  can  be  discovered,  to  prevent  such  calamities.  The  committee  be- 
lieve it  will  be  the  inclination  of  the  House,  as  they  certainly  deem  it  their 
duty,  to  make  every  effort  and  to  encourage  every  attempt-,  having  a  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  success,  by  which  security  may  be  obtained  in  the  use 
of  the  stoam  engine.  The  personal  safety  of  the  citizen  should  be  the  first 
consideration  of  the  Legislature :  without  it,  life  has  no  enjoyment ;  and 
unless  it  is  afibrded,  Government  does  but  half  its  duty.  The  committee 
confidently  believe  that  this  invention  will,  in  a  very  great  degree,  if  not 
absolutely,  effect  that  object ;  and  therefore  recommend  an  appropriation, 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  practical 
application  of  the  invention  of  the  petitioner;  and  herewith  submit  a  bill 
for  that  purpose. 
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T9  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America : 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Raub,  jr.,  of  Wilksbarre,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, would  respectfully  show : 

That  he  has   invented  a  new  and  improved  mode  of  preventing  explo- 
suAsio  steam-boilers,    for  which  he  has  obtained  letters  patent  from  the 
Doited  States,   and    that  this  invention  is  entirely  new — nothing  similar 
baring  been  invented  in  the  United  States  or  Europe;  that  this  inventioh 
basm  thoroug'hly    tested,  and  found  fully  to  effect  the  intended  object, 
and  that  it  is  now    in  operation  upon  the  steam  engine  attached  to  the 
Woo  glass  manufactory  at  Kensington,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 
Thcpeiitioner  ivoiild  further  show  that  this  invention  is  denominated  the 
selfactiDg  double   safety  valve,  and  consists  of  two  valves — one  opening 
upwrfsjthe  other   downwards,  upon  the  top  or  upper  side  of  the  boiler, 
aiidcoQDected  with  a  weight  inside  of  the  boiler.     It  is  founded  upon  the 
priociple  that  a   body  immersed  in  water  is  lighter,  or  weighs  less,  than 
when  suspended   in   any  medium  less  dense  than  water,  (as  air  or  steam,) 
and  loses,  by  immersion  in  water,  an  amount  of  weight  exactly  equal  to  the 
weight  of  water  displaced  by  it.    Its  operation  is  as  follows :  when  the  water 
in  the  boiler  is  in  due  quantity  for  safety,  the  weight  inside  of  the  boiler  is 
emirely  immersed    in  the  water ;  the  two  valves  are  then  closed,  because 
tbey  !^ance  each  other ;  the  expansive  force  of  the  steam  within  the  boiler, 
while  tending  to  open  the  upper  or  outside  valve,  operates  to  close  the 
inside  or  lower  valve,  and  thus  keeps  both  firm  to  their  respective  seats. 
The  inside  weight,  thus  imniersed  in  water,  weighs  nothing,  and,  there- 
fcre,does  not  open  the  valves ;  or  if  it  weigh  more  than  its  own  bulk  in 
Water,  and,  therefore,  tends  to  sink,  it  is  to  be  balanced  by  a  weight  outside 
of  ihe  boiler.      But   when  the  water  in  the  boiler  falls  below  the  inside 
weight,  and  leaves  it  or  any  portion  of  it  uncovered,  this  .weight  falls, 
pfeponderates  over  the  balancing  weight  outside,  if  there  be  one,  opens 
Wh\a\v(^,  and  enables  the  steam  to  escape.     This  invention  is  different 
fromihe  ftoats  sometimes  used,  in  principle,  construction,  operation,  and 
object;  which    difference  is  particularly  mentioned  in  the  letters  patent 
This  invention   is   effectual  in  preventing  explosions,  produced  by  the 
nprehcnsible  practice  of  boat-racing,  and  setting  fire  to  boats  and  build- 
uigs  from  overheating  steam-boilers.     Explosions,  or  bursting  of  boilers, 
ftie  generally  supposed  to  originate  in  three  causes,  to  wit :  an  accumu- 
lation of  steam,  sudden  production  of  steam,  and  decomposition  of  steam. 
The  first  occurs  when  the  safety-valve  is  obstructed,  and  is  not  only 
^ery  rare,  but  without  danger  to  human  life,  as  in  such  cases  the  boiler 
is  merely   ruptured   without  explosion,  or  any  exertion  of  force   more 
than  is  barely   sufficient  to  burst  it     All  others  are  produced  through 
a  deficiency  of  water  in  the  boiler.     A^  sudden  production  of  steam  oc- 
curs in  two  cases:  one,  when  the  water  is  renewed  afler  becoming  defi- 
cient; the  other,  when  the  boat  rolls  upon  one  side,  and  afterwards  sud- 
denly changes  its  position.    If  the  water  be  reduced,  the  boiler  may  become 
peaily  heated.     In  such  cases,  if  the  water  be  suddenly  renewed,  it  sud- 
denly flashes  into  more  steam  than  the  boiler  can  sustain.    If  several  boilers 
belaid  parallel  to  each  other,  and  be  connected  by  both  steam-pipes  and 
water  pipes,  and  the  boat  roll  upon  one  side,  the  water  passes  out  of  the 


highest  of  the  boUers  into  the  othera,  and  such  empty  boiler  becomes  itn- 
duly  heated;  when  the  position  of  the  boat  is  afterwards  changed,  this 
heated  boiler  is  depressed,  the  water  flows  into  it,  and  is  suddenly  converted 
into  more  steam  than  it  can  sustain.  In  all  such  cases,  in  boilers  provided 
with  this  invention,  the  inside  weij^ht  is  left  uncovered  by  water,  and  opens 
both  valves,  and  thus  enables  this  suddenly-produced  steam  to  escape. 
Sometimes,  when  the  water  is  suddenly  renewed  after  having  become  defi- 
cient, a  collapse  ensues.  In  this  case,  the  steam  within  tlte  boiler  is  suddenly 
condensed,  a  vacuum  is  iproduced,  and  the  boiler  is  crushed  inwardly  by 
$he  weight  of  the  atmosphere.  Collapses  may  also  ensue  when  I  he  flues 
of  the  boilers  ore  left  uncovered  by  water,  and,  being  heated  so  as  to  soften 
the  iron.,  they  burstinwardly  by  the  force  of  the  steam.  The  first  of  these 
cases  is  prevented  by  this  invention ;  for,  a;3  the  valves  are  opened  so  soon 
a3  the  water  becomes  deficient,  the  atmosphere  rushes  into  the  boiler  so  soon 
as  condensation  ensues,  and  counteracts  the  outside  pressure.  The  second 
is  prevented  by  the  opening  of  the  valves,  and  the  escape  of  the  steam  so 
soon  as  the  water  is  sufficiently  reduced  to  have  the  inside  -weight  to  pre- 
ponderate by  being  uncovered.  Deconaposition  of  steam,  and  .the  libcratioD 
of  hydrogen  gas,  occur  when  the  water  is  nearly  or  entirely  exhausted,  and 
the  boiler  greatly  heated.  This  can  never  occur  in  a»  boiler  furnished 
with  these  valves,  because  they  must  be  opened,  and  the  steam  liberatedi 
befoiie  the  water  can  be  sufficiently  exhausted  to  produce  such  result.  In 
boat-racing  the  water  is  reduced,  because  such  reduction  is  necessary  to  pro- 
duce a  gxeat  pressure  oi  steam.  As  this  great  pressure  must  be  reduced  by 
ronewafof  the  water,  the  racer,  sooner  than  diminish  his  speed,^  will  suffer 
the  water  to  become  sufficiently  reduced  to  endanger  an  explosion.  In  a 
boiler  provided  with  these  valves,  before  the  water  can  become  so  far  re- 
duced, the  inside  weight  is  uncovered,  the  valves  are  opened,  the  steam  is 
liberated,  and  the  boat  stopped.  Boats  are  sometimes  set  on  fire  by  the  ex- 
haustion or  reduction  of  the  water,  and  consequent  overheating  of  the 
boiler.  This  cannot  occur  in  a  boiler  provided  with  these  valv^es;  because, 
before  the  water  can  be  sufficiently  reduced  to  produce  such  an  effect,  Uie 
valves  are  opened,  the  boat  stopped,  and  all  on  board  advised  of  the  diffi- 
culty, and  that  no  dangrer  of  explosion  or  fire  exists.  Thus,  by  these  valves, 
all  explosions  from  deficiency  of  water,  and  also  boat  racing  and  seUing  fire 
to  the  boat,  are  effectually  prevented,  and,  indeed,  rendered  impossible.  The 
inventor,  convinced  that  this  invention  renders  steam-boilers  perfectly  secure 
against  explosions  and  collapses,  prays  that  it  may  be  introduced  and  applied 
to  all  steam  engines  owned  or  used  by  the  United  States  on  board  of  steam- 
ships, in  the  navy  yards,  in  the  mint,  and  in  all  other  works  or  places  of 
which  the  United  States  are  the  owners  or  occupants.  The  inventor  would 
add,  that  the  olgect  and  operation  of  this  invention  are  not  to  apprize  the 
jeo^eer  of  the  approach  of  danger,  and  notify  him  that  his  boiler  must  be 
relieved  of  surplus  steam,  but  thnt  its  object  and  operation  are  to  remove  aU 
danger  by  the  very  act  of  giving  notice  that  the  water  is  deficient. 

SAMUEL  RAUB,  Jji. 
VfAaamaTONf  January  16, 1837. 


Bxtraci  from  the  J&urnai  nf  the  Franklin  Institute. 

MA.  SAMUEL  RAMBUS  SAFETY  APPARATUS  FOR  STEAM-BOILERS. 

TTiis  iniSfmioQs,  biitsimple  and  eflieiem,  plan  for  indicating  the  defieieacy 
of  iMtter  in  a  stearnrboiler;  is  presented  in  the  aoGompimpDg  sketch : 


FS^.  I.  D^  19  a  Tertical  section  throngb  the  length  of  a  oylindtveal  stemm- 
boiler,  without  an  interior  fltae;  fit  n  is  the  ordinar7  water^linoj  and  o  pis  tire 
fiw-liae  of  the  same  boiler.     On  the  top  of  the  cylinder  is  riveted  a  plate  of 
tm,  e,  senring  for  -valve^seats,  and  through  the  centre  of  this  plate  paseesthe 
opnghc  iron  pillar,  gj  with  afbrit  at  top  to  receive  and  sappoit  on  an  axi« 
thetever  K     On -opposite  «idto^  the  axivs,  and  at  equal  dietances  from  it^  ave^ 
attached  to  the  lever  the  rods  of  the  tvre  eqmA  valves  v  and  v*,  the  fomben  of 
which  opensF^inwards,  ami  the  latter  outwards,  so  thatany  presBajreof  steam 
within  the  boiler  which  tends  to  open  the  one  tends  by  an  equal  force  to  dose 
theoiber;  but  any  force  which  is  applied  to  either  arm  of  the  lever,  tends  to  adP^ 
fed  both  valves  in  the  same  manner;  A  is  a  simple  guide*  rod,  in  the  slit  of 
vfaieh  the  lerver  plays,  and  ka  guide  for  the  valve^rods  on  the  inside  of  the 
Mer.  Arisa  solid,  or  a  hollow,  metallic  body,  havings  from  its  form  when  hot- 
Iwr,  a  specific  gravity  rather  greater  than  that  of  water,  and  is  kept  generally 
qwe  immersed  in  the  liquid ;  but  when  fit>many  cause  lefruBCOvered  by| 
ibe  wioiep,  it   tends  to  descend'  by  a  t^ice  which  is  meastfvred'  by  the 
v^Kight  of  sirete  a  bulk  of  WBiKtr  as  there  may  be  of  the  solid  laid  bacei 
Thus,  if  there  he  one  cubic  foot  of  the  solid  above  the  level  of  the  water,' 
the  force  it  will  exert  to  open  the  valves  will  be  about  sixt jNtwo  pounds/ 
This  equality  between  the  bulk  of  the  body  uncovered  and  the  weight 
of  water  which  measures  its  gravitating  power,  is  the  consequence  of 
being  counterpoised  by  the  weight  C,  which,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, is  just  sufficient  to  keep  the  valves  at  their  seats  when  A  is 
completely  immersed.    It  is  evident  that,  as  the  valves  are  similar,  and 
of  opposite  tendencies  when  urged  by  the  steam ;  and  as  they  are  attached 
at  equal  distances,  on  opposite  aides  of  the  fulcrum  of  the  lever  B,  they 
ve,  under  all  circumstances  of  preesiue  in  the  boiler,  equally  prone  to 
obey  any  external  force ;  and  as  the  relation  between  the  specific  gravity 
of  water  and  that  of  au  immersed  incompressible  solid  is  not  changed 
by  the  circumstance  of  both  beings  under  a  pressure  of  steam,  no  impedi- 
OKDt  is  felt  to  the  aclton  of  the  valves  when  the  steam  is  up,  more  than 
when  the  boiler  is  filled  with  cold- waldrttnd  connnon  air. 

It  is  true,  the  relation  of  the  specific  gravity  of  the  solid,  and  of  the 
^m  in  which  it  is  immened  vibea  not  oovered  with  water,  is  changed 
with  the  pressure  of  steam ;  became^  unless  surcharged  with  heat,  the 
latter  has  its  density  increased  ift  pvoportion  to  the  pressure  *,  but  the 
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relation  between  the  density  of  water  at  all  known  temperatures,  and 
of  steam  at  any  working  pressure,  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  supposition ' 
that  the  buoyant  power  of  the  latter  can  ever  become  sufficiently  important 
to  modify  the  acliou  of  the  immersed  body.  Thus,  since  water  is  816 
times  heavier  than  common  air,  the  latter  will  buoy  up  a  body  immersed 
in  it,  l-8l5tb  part  as  much  as  the  former  fluid.  Hence,  any  solid  im- 
mersed, and  floating  indifferently  in  water  in  vacuo,  at  60  d^^rees,  and 
then   raised    above  its  surface,  would  there  weigh   one-eight-hundredlli    , 

Eart  more  than  if  raised  into  a  medium  of  the  density  of  common  air; 
ut  if  raised  into  a  medium  having  the  density  of  common  steam,  that  is, 
vapor  which  counterpoises  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  it  would 
weigh  only  l-1696th  part  less  than  when  raised  out  of  water  into  a 
vacuum.  If  the  stealh  into  which  it  might  be  raised  were  at  a  pressure 
of  two  atmospheres,  the  weight  lost  by  a  change  from  a  vacuum  to 
steam  of  that  tension  would  be  nearly  l-848th  of  the  whole  weight; 
and  if  of  ten  atmospheres,  l-169lh  of  the  same  amotiut ;  and  as  the  last* 
mentioned  pressure  is  probably  above  the  mean  working  pressure  of 
high  pressure  boilers,  il  is  evident  that  the  greatest  difference  between 
the  efiect  of  the  immersed  body  when  tried  in  atmospheric  air,  and  in 
high-pressure  steam,  respectively,  would  be  only  about  one-half  of  1-170, 
or  l-SlOth  of  the  weight  of  water  which  is  equal  to  its  bulk.  This,  in 
the  case  of  a  float  having  a  bulk  of  one  cubic  foot,  would  be  less  than 
oae-fiflh  of  a  pound.  -Hence,  if  an  apparatus  of  this  kind  be  properly 
adjusted  at  common  temperature,  and  while  the  steam  chamber  is  yet 
filled  with  atmospheric  air,  it  would  not  be  sensibly  diminished  in  efficacy 
by  a  pressure  of  steam  of  twenty  atmospheres,  or  twice  as  great  as  the 
highest  working  pressures  now  deemed  useful  in  the  steam-engiue. 
Witb  regard  to  the  form  of  the  immersed  body,  the  inventor  has  not  re- 
fltricled  nimself,  but  practice  will  doubtless  indicate  the  propriety  of 
making  its  vertical  dimension  small ;  so  that  when  the  water  once  comes 
down  to  its  upper  surface,  its  whole  bulk  may  become  as  speedily  as 
possible  uncovered,  and  effective  towards  opening  the  valves.  This 
condition  must,  however,  be  mode  consistent  with  the  free  escape  of 
steam,  generated  below  the  immersed  body,  to  the  steam  chamber  above; 
hence  a  division  of  the  body  into  several  distinct  portions,  united  by  in- 
'  flexible  bats,  may  sometimes  be  found  expedient - 
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Pig.  2  represents  the  form  and  action  of  the  apparatus  in  a  comtnoQ 
crIiiMrical  boiler.  The  depth  of  the  body  A  is  about  the  same  as  the 
dist&DCe  between  the  lowest  safe  water-hne  and  the  highest  fire-line 
ontside  of  the  boiler ;  it  might  be  as  much  less  than  this  as  it  should  be 
Smnd  convenient  to  make  it ;  and  its  upper  suiface  should,  when  sus- 
pended in  the  water,  be  coincident  with  that  of  the  water  at  the  moment 
\  H  has  come  down  to  the  lerel  just  indicated.  In  this  figure  the  appar 
ntos  is  represented  as  in  action,  the  same  as  in  fig.  1. 


In  fig.  3  is  seen  &  vertical  section  of  the  apparatus,  such  as  may  be 
Haed  in  cylindrical  boilers,  with  interior  Sues.  Two  distinct  portions  of 
the  immersed  body,  A  A,  are  united  by  an  inflexible  rod,  cuiTed  up- 
vanb  to  conform,  when  required,  to  the  exterior  of  the  flue  d.  This 
mngement  facilitates  the  escape  of  steam  generated  by  the  top  part  of 
itw  fine.  The  marks  for  water  lines  and  fire  lines  are  the  same  as  in 
figs.  1  and  2. 


fig.  i  represents  a  tubular  boiler,  with  the  immersed  body  ibrmed  of 
I  ttnes  of  pieces  of  tube,  closed  at  both  ends,  and  connected  together 
It  rods  into  a  kind  of  grate-formed  assemblage,  as  more  distinctly  seen 
iiifig-  5.  Tbe  tubes  used  in  this  apparatus  may  be  of  the  same  diameter 
oftun  constituting  the  boiler,  or  of  any  less  size,  affording  ample  free- 
^for  the  escape  of  steam  through  their  interstices,  in  its  passage  from 
1u  boiler  tubes  below,  to  the  steam  chamber  above. 
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in  figs.  2y  3,  and' 4^  the  interior  vaiv^  only  is  exhibitlMi ;  the  reit  of  the 
sq^aanatQa  bein^'  entirely  theT  sima^  whate^^r  is  dm.  fornz  of  cUe  iafiienM 
boay>'  6i  ot  Itio  iibiki*  iil'  wliiohi  it  i^  nsedi 

ii(  til--. 


WcigkHfiffimf  Jetitamy*  20^  1 1837; 

Sir  :  I  have  read  with  attention  the  petition  of  Samuel  Raub,  junior, 
to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  rela- 
tive  to  his  invention  for  pn^enting  explosions  in  steam-boilers,  commu 
nicated  with  your  letter  of  the  18th<  instiei.iit ;  and  this  morning  inspected, 
in  your  presence,  the  model  and  drawings  now  exhibiting  in  the  capitol 

The  expression  of  my  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  this  improvement, 
requested  by  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Catials,  would  be  cheerfully 
complied  with,  were  I  not  so  sensible  of  thid  difficulty  of  forming  correcl 
conclusions  from  the  operation  of  small  models  under  particular  circum- 
stances, and  the  injury  that  might  result  from  a  too  hasty  adoption  of  fa 
vorable  impressions.  1  however  willingly  bear  testimony  to  the  sufficiencj 
of  the  principle  involved  in  Mr.  Raub's  "  self  acting  double  safety-valves,' 
the  consequent  little  liability  of  their  becoming  changed,  and  the  satisfac 
tory  manner  of  the  operation  of  the  model ;  and  I  think  there  can  be  nc 
doubt  that  the  introduction  of  these  valves  would  lessen  in  a  gj'eat  degree 
thte  riift  6f  ejcpl6si6il^  fr6m  ittijirbvidferice,  ighotincc,  bt  carel^neSs,  ini 
dteerye^i  the  favorable  consMeratityn  6f  the  N^tlbnal  Le^ktture.  A 
corirect  eitimot€i,  hot^evfer,  6f  the  impbrtahce  of  this  irttpfovenacht^  car 
Ite  only  ascertained  by  actual  experinietlt,  unde^  all  the  ciitutostances  tc 
ijirhich  bbil^rs  are  exposed,  when  irtfed  either^  for  stationary  or  Ibconw^ 
tiVe  potrer.  I  theirefoii'e  rteptectftjfll jr  suggest  thfe  propriety  of  fittihg  op 
two  or  three  of  the  United  States  steamers,  employed  on  th6  w^tem 
and  other  rivers,  with  Mr.  Raub's  safety-valves,  for  the  purpose  of  sab 
jecting  them  to  the  most  rigorous  test,  and  of  appointing  a  commission  o\ 
practical  engineers  to  inspect  the  stationary  engine  at  ine  dass-works  in 
Philadelphia,  mentioned  in  the  memorial ;  the  reports  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  its  next  session.  The  petition  of  Mr. 
Raub  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respeerfoHy,  yout  ob^i^o^t  servant, 

O.  GkATIOT. 

The  Hon.  Wm;.  HEKoaicKs,  SencUt  V.  SUttefs. 

Pm^Ai^titmAi  Jambry  11, 1837. 

I,  Nicholas  Johnson,  of  Kensington,  in  th^  dbMt^  of  Philadelphia, 
having  been  engaged  during  twenty-five  ye»r8  id  btltlding  steam-engines, 
certify  that  I  have  thoroughly  examined  and  fully  testra  the  invention 
6f 'MV.  hntiiti^  RiMb,-  jr.,  for  {^i^v^^ttAg  ^it^i^d^  inSt  dt^^-btiifers, 
disnomiti^f^  thb  ddtible  selfafctihg  Sa/fety-Vab^7  tha»  I  YUad^  <aM'%{^ 
ifjtiM  It  siet  of  IHdi^  V^te^  tto#  itl  «rp^aliofi,1i^thdbdileit  to  th^MtoKfr 
etighieiiitl^  Ubidh  GlelSe^tvyi^ri^iti  KeM^fa|^fi)tifidthA  i  am 
df  th^  enti^  ^fficacv  df'this  lirivehttOn  m  pfeVeBCittg  datffk^sldtl^  iti 
«t«am-boiter^.  Ih*  a  wiOk  prdVididlriVhrsbdh^a^iifrattls^  I  cdh^de¥  M 
explosion  impossible ;  afldl  dtf  «»M'h^iMlir  to  f^eoiMftMfi^ 
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of  Mi^BKetigMes,  as    the  otiljr  edectual  mode  of  renderiDg  boilers  safe 
irtiiob  I  hatre*  eivef  seen  or  beard  o£ 

NICHOLAS  JOHNSON. 

Pb^ladelphi  A^  Jamt^  12,  1837. 

I,  tHte  strbteribfet,  a  citizett  of  PHlUdelphk,  dd  certify  that  Samuel 
Ratib,  jt.'8  principle  of  attachihg:  A  weight  to  the  interDal  vaiTe  of  his 
doable  setf acting'  safety^Tttltesof  a  steam-boiler,  in  sach  a  manner  as  to 
discharge  the  pressure  of  steam  t^Mett  the  \tater  in  the  bd^ier  shall  have 
beeone  tbo  lovr  fdr  safety,  is  a  new  dnd  usefdl  invention. 

STACY  COSTILL, 
lAvenfortMnd  Patentee  of  the  Vibrating  Engine. 

Philadelphia,  January  12, 1837. 

I,  Ja^b  Qrtcn,  of  the  Norfhetfa  Liberties,  m  the  county  of  Philadel- 
plna,  steam  engine  btiiMet,  machiniist,  d&t.,  in  w^hich  business  I  ti^te  beefi 
engaged  for  more  than  tt^renty-thtee  years  past,  have  examined  Hit. 
Samael  Rairb,  jt.'s  patent  double  self-Sactiojg  safety-valves  t6t  prevent- 
it^the  e^plosibti  and' Collapsing bf'steam^boif^,  and d6  not  b€»itatd f d 
ssf  that  it  wotdd  be  ittipossibte  for  a  boiief  tcy  explode  6t  coIFdpie  ftom 
common  catuM,  with  the  d6UbIe  self-acting  tr^Iv^  connected  thereto. 

JACOB  GHBBN; 

K±^&iiiQt6^f  PhitizdelpMa,  Jctttuaty  \\^  ISST 

^the  worka  of  the  Union  Glass  Coo^xmy,  situate  in  the  district  of  Ken- 
flogton,  in  the  county  of  Philadephia,  having  affixed  Mr.  Raub's  safety- 
raifer  ca  the  ixMlerol  the-  engine  of  said  company,  which  have  been  for 
lome  months  in  operation,  and  having  made  in  the  mean  time  related 
tri^  of  thieir  effibacy  as  a  protection  from  ditnger,  "ortien  thb  water  in  the 
boiler  stedl  have  become  too  lo^,  the  undersigned,  fibttt  a  ftill  tonrrlctidtl 
of  the  merits  of  said  safety-valves,  take  sjeat  pleasure  in  confidently  recom- 
mending tfii^  tefd  itaprovemefnt  td  all  'whom  it  may  concern. 

CHAS.  B.  AUSTIN,  Agent  of  Union  Glassworks. 

JOHIf  DOGAim^  Bi^neer. 

JQW^OdiJBYyGletit^a&i  Obmfiau^ 

1l%tdotu#al*th6tyffterddf  tofhfelCfc^h^         yftdt^,  ttamiht 

(fpmSM  of  Hff.  ftiWb'^  ddnbte sdf ^th^g  ^iyvtiies.  y^'WtteimtH 
mmiitisA  that  tNi^  vitttple  inV^niloh  Had  hot  been  tbboght  'dt  Idng  hgb:  ft 
would,  n^  ddtibt,  hHvt  ^JeA  btmdyed^  of  Itir^  attd  'odffibnf*  bf  l^rtfptrty. 

PiUahucgbk  '^ .—EdUdriaL 

Washington,  January  30, 1839. 

Have  had  one  of  Bfr.  Raub's  double  self  actinesafety-valves  affixed  to 
the  boiler  of  my  ten-horse  power  steam-engine.  The  valve  has  been  in 
nse  in  my  Washington  white  lead  &ctory  for  about  nine  months,  and  I  do 
not  hesitate  in  saying,  that  the  valve  is  a  valuable  invention,  and  answers 
all  the  pun)oses  that  were  intended,  and  in  several  instances  saved  my  boUer 

from  blowing  up. 

JOHN  PURDY. 
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Pittsburgh,  August  25,  1838. 

The  Kensington  Iron  Works  in  this  city  having  affixed  Mr.  Raub's 
double  sel/'Ociinff  safely  valve  to  one  of  the  boilers  of  a  six-boiler  engine, 
of  from  80  to  100  pounds  pressure  to  the  inch,  made  a  thorough  trial  of  its 
efficiency,  while  the  water  in  the  boilers  was  too  low  for  safety.  The  un- 
dersigned were  sq  well  satisfied  of  its  perfect  adaptation  to  the  object  in- 
tended, that  they  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  its  immediate 
introduction  into  factories,  locomotives,  and  particularly  on  board  of  steam- 
boats, believing  that  no  boiler  is  safe  without  it. 

LEONARD  SEiMPLE  &  Co.,  Proprietors, 
JONAH  JONES,  Engineer, 
ISAAC  ASHTON,  Engineer. 

Baltimore,  March  20,  1838. 

Having  been  called  upon  for  our  opinion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Raub,  jr.'s  in- 
vention tor  pr^vening  explosions  in  steam  boilers,  denominated  the  double 
self  acting  safety-valve,  we  take^eat  pleasure  in  stating  that  for  the  twenty- 
two  years  we  have  been  engaged  in  building  steam  engines,  we  never  saw 
any  thing  so  perfect  in  action,  simple  in  construction,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
perfect  guard  against  explosion.  In  fact,  in  a  boiler  provided  with  this  appa- 
ratus, we  consider  an  explosion  impossible,  and  we  oo  not  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend itto  allowners  of  steam-engines,  whether  stationary,  steamboats,  or  loco- 
motive, high  or  low  pressure,  as  the  only  effectual  mode  of  rendering  boilers 
perfectly  safe  which  we  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of.  From  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  principles  of  said  valves,  and  their  entire  efficacy  in  pre- 
venting explosions,  we  do  not  doubt  that  very  soon  they  must  be  in  general 
use  throughout  the  United  States. 

WATCHMAN  &  BRATT. 

P.  S. — Let  it  be  understood  that  any  boiler  may  be  blown  up,  water  or  noti 
by  charging  the  same  with  a  pressure  above  what  it  is  calculated  to  bear. 

Columbia  College,  New  York, 

October  19,  1838. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Samuel  Raub,  jr.,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
I  hereby  certify,  that  he  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners  named  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  apparatus 
intended  to  secure  the  boilers  of  steam-engines  from  explosion,  the  plan  of  a 
double  acting  safety  valve ;  that  this  plan  was  so  far  approved  by  tne  board 
that  it  would  iiave  directed  the  said  valve  to  be  made  and  experimented 
upon,  had  it  not  appeared  that  a  sufficient  number  of  experiments  had 
already  been  made  bv  Mr.  Raub  himself  to  enable  the  board  to  report  upon 
the  relative  merits  or  his  invention. 

JAMES  RENWICK,  Chairman. 
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3d  Session.  • 


MEMORIAL 


Of 


E.    A.   THELLER, 


PRAYING 


That  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  mat/  be  as- 

certained  and  defined. 


January  31,  1839. 

Referred  ic  the  Commillee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the    United  States  of 

America : 

The  memorial  of  the  subscriber,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates, 

Respectfully  represents  : 

That  he  is  an  Irishman  by  birth,  but  has  long  been  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  rela- 
tive to  the  naturalization  of  foreigners  ;  when  he  took  the  oath  to  support 
the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States  he  forswore  all  allegiance  to  the 
tnonarch  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  since  which,  he  has  striven  to  dis- 
cliarge  his  duties*  as  a  citizen,  and  uphold,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power, 
the  free  institutions  of  this,  his  adopted  country. 

Id  the  early  part  oi  the  year  1838  your  memorialist  engaged  in  the  strug- 
gle for  Canadian  liberty,  was  captured  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
taken  to  Toronto,  and  there  tried,  condemned,  and  sentenced  for  high  trea- 
son, the  chief  justice  of  the  province,  who  presided  at  the  trial,  instructing 
the  jury  "  that  no  subject  of  the  kingdom  could  ever  expatriate  himself, 
and  that  birth  and  the  residence  of  one  hour  in  her  Majesty's  dominions, 
created  a  perpetual  allegiance,  from  which  the  party  could  never  be  exone- 
rated under  any  plea  or  pretence." 

This  abominable  doctrine,  part  and  parcel  of  a  cruel  code,  and  fraught 
with  so  much  danger  to  my  countrymen  who  have  become  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  would  have  been  practically  illustrated,  with  the  severest 
penally,  on  my  person,  had  I  not  fortunately  escaped  from  the  citadel  of 
Quebec.  In  vain  I  told  the  court  that  /  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sta^es^ 
Mid  that,  as  such,  I  could  not  be  tried  for  the  offence  of  high  treason,  owing 
"0  allegiance  to  the  Queen.  Although  the  court  admitted  that  I  was  a  na- 
turalizwi  citizen  of  the  United  States,  yet  not  the  less  a  subject  of  Great 
Britain. 


^^i"  &  Rive.«,  primers. 
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My  plea  was  disregarded.  I  was  tried  as  a  trailer  ;  found  guilty  as  a 
traitor ;  sentenced  as  a  traitor ;  and,  as  a  traitor,  would  have  been  executed, 
had  not  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada  seen  that  the  Irish  residents  of 
Toronto,  who  formed  their  effective  armed  force,  objected  to  the  carrying 
into  execution,  on  my  person,  such  an  arbitrary  law. 

My  appeal  is  now  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  adoption 
of  such  measures  as  will  permanently  adjust  a  question  of  such  vital  im- 
portance to  a  very  large  portion  of  your  constituency. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  spirit  of  the  laws  in  re- 
lation to  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  hold  forth  powerful  stimulants  to 
emigration;  and  this  country  has  ^en  proudly  called  the  asylum  for  the 
oppressed  of  all  nations.  Ireland  has  neither  been  blind  nor  deaf  to  the 
fair  promises  made  to  the  world  by  your  free  institutions.  Her  sons  are  to 
l)e  found  among  her  native  citizens  in  ex'cry  field  of  honorable  enterprise : 
in  the  pulpit ;  at  the  bar ;  in  the  sick  room ;  at  the  plough  ;  at  the  merchant's 
desk;  ancl,  in  yoiir  array  and  navy.  Irishmen  are  found  in  honorable  com- 
petition with  the  native  born  citizens. 

Under  the  sway  of  American  law,  no  distinction  is  recognised  between 
the  native  born  and  the  adopted  citizen  ;  but  your  memorialist  respectfully 
asks  your  honorable  bodies  what  security  has  the  adopted  citis^n  to  protect 
liim  in  the  dominions  of  a  foreign  power,  whose  treaty  of  jieace  with  this 
country,  and  whose  laws,  characterize  one-fourth  of  your  populatioin  iishfr 
perpelual  subjects  ? 

In  the  case  of  a  war  with  such  a  power,  the  adopted  citizen  enlist^  in 
your  service  with  the  peril  of  Ai^-A /reo^aw.  presented  before  him,  should  he 
be  made  a  prisoner,  and  must  expect  otfier  and  severer  treatment  than  is 
usually  awarded  to  prisoners  of  war  by  civilized  nations. 

Now  that  peace  happily  prevails,  your  memorialist  deems  it  wise,  in  be- 
half of  himself  and  of  the  thousands  of  nalufalized  citizens  who  have  had 
the  misfortune  to  inhale  their  first  breath  in  the  dominions  of  a  crowned 
head,  to  solicit  the  Government  of  his  adoption  to  have  settled  forever  the 
question  so  perplexing  to  European  statesmen,  "  whether  a  nian  has  a  free 
right  to  elect  in  what  portion  of  God'is  eartli  he  chooses  to  reside,  and  under 
what  form  of  government  he  pleases  to  liveT  and  whether  the  solemn  re- 
nunciatiou  enjoined  by  the  act  of  Congress,  of  allegiance  to  every  foreign 
prince^  potentate,  or  power,  is  serioiis  substance  or  unmeaning  words  ?  By 
the  demand  of  your  law,  the  naturalized  citizen  forswears  his  allegiance, 
if  he  ever  truly  owed  any. 

Protection  is  a  reciprocal  right.  Justice,  policy,  and  national  faith,  in 
the  humble  estimation  of  your  memorialist,  all  require  that  the  freest  Gov- 
ernment on  earth  should  not  long  suspend  the  amicable  adjustment  of  a 
question  which,  if  lefl  unadjusted,  may,  in  time  of  war.  thin  your  navy 
and  your  army  of  its  sailors  and  its  soldiers,  and  prevent  many  a  Montgome- 
ry from  carrying  "  the  star  spangled  bannei"  to  honor  and  to  victoryr 

In  presenting  this  subject  for  llie  action  of  Congress,  your  memorialist 
discharges  his  duty  to  himself  and  the  thousands  of  naturalized  citizens  in 
this  country,  and  respectfully  prays  that  the  subject  may  receive  your  early, 
solemn,  and  deliberate  consideration  :  and  proudly  signs  himself,  your  fel- 
low-citizen, 

E.  A.  THELLER. 

Detroit,  January,  1839. 
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2d  Sesnen. 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF  TBS 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  INDIANA, 


TO 


(Main  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Mount  Carmel 

and  New  Albany  railroad. 


January  31,  1839. 

Laid  OQ  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Whereas  the  construclion  of  a  railroad  has  been  authorized  by  the  State 
of  Indiana,  from  New  Albany  to  a  point  on  the  Wabash  river,  opposite 
Mount  Carmel,  Illinois;  and  whereas  this  work  will  unite  with  many  others, 
but  more  especially  the  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  the  Lexington  and 
Louisrille  railroads,  at  their  terminations  at  the  latter  place ;  and  whereas  n 
railroad  is  now  being  constructed  from  Mount  Carmel,  Illinois,  to  Alton,  and 
St  Louis,  Missouri,  presenting,  as  it  does,  one  continuous  and  direct  route 
from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  and  whereas  the 
naTigatioD  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  has 
been  suspended  for  nearly  one-half  of  the  present  year,  producing  great  em- 
barrassment to  the  commercial  enG[ngements  of  our  merchants  and  trades- 
loen,  and  rausincr,  from  the  scarcity  of  the  supply  of  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life,  a  heavy  tax  upon  our  citizens  generally;  and  whereas  the 
navigation  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  intermediate  points  on 
the  Mississippi  river,  is  scarcely  ever  obstructed  by  drought ;  and  whereas 
the  cooapletion  of  the  proposed  work  within  the  limits  of  this  State  would 
beof  great  utility,  as  well  in  a  national  point  of  view,  as  to  those  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river;  therefore, 

&  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana^  That 
oar  Senators  and  Representatives  be  requested  to  use  their  aid  and  in- 
fluence in  the  procurement  of  the  passage  of  a  law  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  providing  for  the  donation  or  pre-emption  of  lands,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  and  securing  the  early  commencement  and  completion  of 
the  contemplated  work  within  this  JState. 

Be  it  farther  resolved^  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  this  joint  resolution  and  memorial  to  each  of  our  Senators 
^  Representatives  in  Congress. 

THOS.  T.  EVANS, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

DAVID  HILLIS, 
President  of  the  Senate, 
Approved,  January  2 1 ,  1839. 

D.  WALLACE- 


25th  Congress,  [  SKNATE.  ]  [  1^7  ] 

3d  Session, 


l^l  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  SlMTiiS 


January  31,  1839. 

Siibmiiud,  and  orilt»red  lo  be  priiUfU. 


Mr.  Sevier  made  the  following 
UEPOR r : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  31.] 

The  Committee  nn  Indian  Affairs^  tn  whom  were  rfifvrred  the  petition 
(iftd  documents  of  Richard  T.  Banks ^  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  submit  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  as  it  appears  to  the  committee,  mnde  with  the  proper  oifi- 
cens  of  the  Government  three  several  contracts,  at  ditFerent  times,  to  supply- 
rations  lo  ail  indefinite  amount,  for  the  use  of  Indians  expected  to  emigrate 
^ccoTdino^  to  treaty  stipulations,  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  side  of  the 
rirer  Mississippi.  These  rations  were  to  he  furnished  at  different  points  on 
i')e  route  the  Indians  were  expected  to  travel.  When  those  contracts  were 
entered  into,  it  was  supposed,  both  by  the  petitioner  and  the  officers  of  the 
GoremnKmt,  that  the  officers  intrusted  to  superintend  the  business  of  emi- 
^tion,  would  he  able  to  form  a  pretty  correct  estimate,  in  advance,  of  the 
probable  number  of  Indians  who  would  emisfrate  each  year,  and  that  by 
giving  ihe  petitioner,  in  due  season,  notice  of  this  number,  he  would  be  able 
so  to  re:Tulate  his  purchases  of  provisions,  as  would  eimble  him  fully  to 
comply  with  his  contract,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not  leave  on  his  hands  a 
surplus  so  large  as  to  subject  him  to  any  considerable  loss.  It  is  believed 
the  officers  of  the  Government  at  different  times  did  honestly  make  the  best 
^irnates  they  could  of  the  number  of  Indians  who  would  emigrate,  and 
cansed  the  petitioner  to  be  informed  of  this  number,  and  at  what  period  the 
emi^ation  would  take  place. 

It  appears  in  proof  to  the  committee,  that  the  purchases  of  provisions 
nnde  were  reasonable,  and  such  as  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  would 
fe  actually  needed  for  the  support  of  emigrants ;  but,  contrary  to  all  the  ex- 
pectations both  of  the  officers  of  Government  and  of  the  petitioner,  few  or 
DO  Indians  emi^^-rated.  When  thousands  were  expected,  only  a  few  hun- 
<ireds  could  be  induced  to  remove ;  and  thus  it  happened  that  the  supplies 
pnrchased  and  placed  at  the  different  points  aofreed  upoti,  were  left  for  a 
'onsf  time  on  the  hands  of  the  petitioner,  and  eventually,  to  avoid  a  total 
'<^ss,  he  was  compelled  to  take  his  provisions  to  the  best  market  he  could 
^<1)  and  sell  them  ior  such  sums  as  ihev  would  command. 

Bliir &aires,  printers. 
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The  proofs  satisfy  the  committee,  that  when  the  petitioner  has  given 
credit  for  all  the  sums  he  received  for  the  rations  delivered  to  the  few  In- 
dians who  did  emigrate,  and  for  every  sum  he  could  receive  for  the  pro- 
visions sold,  he  is  an  actual  loser  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  six  dollars  and  nine  cents.  This  loss  was  not  produced  by 
any  fault,  or  even  indiscretion,  of  the  petitioner,  but  by  the  difficulties  which 
occurred  in  ^relation  to  the  emigration  of  the  Seminole  and  Creek  Indians, 
over  which  he  had  no  control. 

Although,  by  the  terms  of  these  contracts,  the  Government  is  not  bound 
to  pay  the  petitioner  any  sum  in  addition  to  what  he  has  already  received, 
yet  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  the  committee  believe  it  would 
be  unjust  in  the  Government  to  compel  him  to  submit  to  a  loss,  ruinous, 
perhaps,  to  him,  and.  which  no  prudence  or  exertions  on  his  part  could  have 
guarded  against.     They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


aSih  Congress,  [  SENATE.  1  V  IM 1 

'3d  Session.  L  J 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNJTEP  STATfiS. 


J^UiidiiBrSi,  1839. 

Mafiied,  ukd  wtavd 40  be  •prioted,  wiUi  the>bMI  ADoexed,  i|ndt|mt  ]0,QPO  addiiionai  copies 

Jbe^rnflB^td  >(#r  the  iwe  lof  sthe  4^p|ite. 


Mr.  Waix  .rabmitfed  the  foHowilif^ 

RKPORT : 

[To  ac<^ip|wii^  Senate  biii  2^ai3tl.] 

Tie  CsmmMieefi^  tht  Jiidiciaryy^ip  which  was  re/errj^4  "  ^^  bjilfio  prevent 
Ihe  imferf^e^ce  qf  Qeriflifi  FeU^rQf  offio^rs  iM.electidins^^^  repqrJL  : 

That  th^y  have  exaauoed  the  bill  referred  to  th^  59^i(b  the  care  and 

taention  which  the  irnportaoce  of  the  sul^ect  ^e^lands.    The  object  of  the 

biB  proposed  in  the  title  and  preamble,  is  to  ^pieyent  the  ji^reat  poweis 

«[iven  to  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Qovernme^qt,  aqd  other  persons  enci- 

ployed  ju  its  ^service,  JDcojn  being  ,us^  for  tjie  inflttenciug.of  electionc, 

which  oqght  lo  be  free  and  incor^ipt,  $tnd  its  scope  ip  yery  broad  an4 

coiQpiebenaive.    Jt  proposesto  er^act  that,  after  the  first  day  of  April  next, 

00  maisbal  or  4^pt^ty  ^ipf^rshal,  no  ppstnias^r  Qr  deputy  postmaster,  no 

ttceiver  or  register  of  a  lapd  office^  or  anyof  tb^ir  deputies  or  clerks,  no 

surveyor  geaeial  of  piiblic  elands,  or  any  of  his  d<^putie3  or  assistants;  no 

collector,  surveyor,  naval  o^er,  weigher,   gftuger,  appraiser,  pr  other 

office^  OT  person  whatsoever,  opncern^d  or  en^plpyed  ,\n  the  charging, 

caUecting,  levyit^,  or  mani^ng^the  oustpms,  or  jiuy  part  pr  branch  thereof, 

tto  eng>Deer,  o^er,  or  agent  employed  pr  eonpeirp^d  in  the. execution  or 

snptfintend^noeof  any  of  the. public  works,  s^iill,  by  vcord,  messagjB,  or 

writing,  or  in.iiny  other  manner  whatsoever,  endefivor;to  persuade  any 

dector  to  give,  or  dissuade  ^i\y  elector  from  giyipg^JHS  vote  for  the  choice 

of  anyjierson  to  be  electors  of  Prt3sident,or  .Vicerrf^sid^pt  of  the  Dnit^ 

8U!e8,  or  for  the  choice  pf  ^ny  perspp  tp  be  a  ^.^p^tor  or  RepresentatAVe 

in  the  Gk)ngress  of  the  Uni^  States,  or  for  tbe  choice. of  unyperson  to  be 

Governor  or  Lieutenant  Gov^mpr  pf  ^ny  SUUe,  or  of  any  person  to  be  a 

representative  or  member  of  the  legislative  department  of  any  State  oi 

(msUniony  or  forithe  choice  of  an^y  per^n  to  serve  in  any  public  office 

tstablished  fe|y  tb^  bw  of  uny  pf  the  said  States ;  pjor.  sh9>)l  any  such  officer 

or  person  intermeddle  in  any  qf  tbe^electioi^Sralppve  mentipoed,,  or  use  any 

»e*as  with  Jntent  to  ipflupnce  or  cotUrpl  the  s^me,  otherwise  than  by 

ginug.bis  own  yote,  under  the  p9n2di,y  of  fivelmndjr«d  doHays,  one  moicny 

thereof  to  the  iafprm^f,  and  the  other  piqie^y  tbep;epf  tothe  llnited  States, 

to  be  recoyeredi  with  costs  pf  suit,  hy  auy^peinon  U),«jt  $baU  sue  for  the 

ftmejJiv  iiqtifta  ^C4*t^  Wl^<>r^pl^ul^.in.anyrpf  Jb^^  courts 

^ihe  jJ/iitQd  Stfte3;.wd,eTe^  pqT?9P,^onlY,i^^pC9Wh  .9ff«nce  sh^l 

^ftAivc%  printers. 
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ihereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any 
office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  wise  and  salutary  rule,  as  well  for  the  expounders  as  the  makers 
of  the  law,  to  consider  the  old  law,  the  mischief,  and  the  remedy.  The 
committee  believe  that  it  is  beyond  all  question  that  under  the  constitution 
and  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  every  citizen  has  "  the  right  of 
freely  examining  public  characters  and  measures,  and  of  free  communion 
among  the  people  thereon, "  '•  by  word,  message,  or  writing,"  or  in  any  other 
manner  he  may  judge  proper.  This  right  is  not  only  asserted  in  the  cele- 
brated resolutions  of  the  Virginia  I^egislature,  in  the  session  of  179S,  and  of 
1799,  and  1800,  as  belonging  to  the  general  principles  of  free  government, 
as  well  as  the  particular  organization  and  positive  provisions  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  but  declared  to  be  "  the  only  effectual  guardian  of  every  other 
right."  The  foundation  of  representative  government  is  based. upon  the 
intelligence  of  the  citizen,  and  to  insure  that  intelligence,  it  is  both  the  right 
and  the  duty  of  every  one,  freely  to  discuss  and  communicate,  both  publicly 
and  privately,  such  matters  as  he  miiy  suppose  will  advance  the  public  in- 
terest, or  inform  the  public  mind.  One  of  the  most  salutary  and  effectual 
agents,  to  promote  such  interest,  is  an  enlightened  public  opinion.  To 
evolve  such  opinion,  and  to  give  form  and  direction  to  the  general  course  of 
national  policy,  and  the  future  destinies  of  all,  every  citizen,  whether  in- 
trusted with  public  office  or  not,  has  a  like  deep,  abiding,  and  active  interest, 
and  no  citizen  is  at  liberty  to  withdraw  himself  from  this  high  responsibility, 
inseparably  connected  with  republican  institutions.  One  of  the  most  cele- 
brated law  makers  of  the  ancient  republics,  declared  every  citizen  infamous, 
who  refused  to  take  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  country;  and  the  word  idiof. 
derived  from  the  lanouage  of  one  of  them,  lyeixrs  through  all  time  this  im- 
press of  their  institutions,  denoting  one  who  was  destitute  of  the  spirit  or 
intelligence  requisite  for  the  discharge  of  this  highest  duty  of  a  citizen. 

The  elective  right  belongs  to  representative  government,  and  springs 
from  its  very  nature  ;  and  the  very  essence  of  that  right,  under  our  institu- 
tions, is  the  right  of  electing  the  members  of  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments. The  value  and  the  advantages  of  this  right,  so  far  as  respects  the 
public,  depend  upon  the  knowledge  of  public  measures,  and  of  the  qualifi- 
cations of  candidates  for  public  trust ;  and,  consequently,  upon  the  equa( 
and  unrestricted  freedom  of  discussing  their  comparative  merits  and  de- 
merits. The  citizen  who,  by  the  choice  of  his  fellows,  is  distinguished  by 
being  selected  to  perform  official  duties  and  trusts,  is  not  thereby  elevated 
above  them,  nor  degraded  below  them.  He  parts  with  no  rights  of  citizen- 
ship, but  remains  an  equal  among  equals ;  still  connected  with  them  by 
the  strong  and  enduring  ligaments  of  mutuality  of  rights  and  privileges. 
Under  our  constitution,  the  people,  not  the  Government,  possess  the  sove- 
reignty ;  and  the  doors  of  office  can  be  opened  only  by  the  powerful  charm 
of  the  public  voice,  and  no  degrading  sacrifice  of  any  of  the  priviteges  ot* 
citizenship,  or  any  sepamtion  from  the  community  of  rights,  feelings,  and 
interests,  which  bind  the  people  to  the  Government,  is  required. 

The  object  of  the  constitution  is  the  protection  of  the  equal  rights  and 
pivilegcs  of  all — the  few  as  well  as  the  many.  The  spirit  of  despotism  is 
widely  different ;  erected  upon  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  man,  its 
main  object  is  to  protect  the  few  against  the  many.  Hence  the  policy  of 
separating  its  officers  from  all  syrnpathy  of  feeling  and  interest  with  the 
many,  by  attaching  to  office  attractive  distinctions  and  seductive  privi- 
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ieges,  which  creates  a  distinct  dass,  and  elevates  them  abovie  the  mass,  or 
b?  degrading  them  by  unnatural  iputilations,  below  their  fellow  man,  pre- 
pares them  to  become  fit  instruments  of  arbitrary  power.  Despots  who 
snrronnd  their  thrones  with  eunuchs  and  mtUeSj  act  upon  the  latter  princi- 
ple, and  are  impelled  by  the  instinct  of  fear  to  resort  to  unnatural  and;un- 
jnst  Doeaos  to  retain  what  is  unjustly  acquired.  iHappily  our  institutions, 
resting  upon  the  just  foundation  of  popular  rights,  neither  demand  nor  will 
admit  of  the  mutilation  of  the  person  or  the  privileges  of  citizenship  as  a 
prer8(|aisite  for  office.  Under  the  existing  laws  a  citizen  of  a  State  does 
not,  by  accepting  any  cA  the  offices  (designated  in  the  bUl)  under  the 
Federal  Government,  forfeit  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  which  belong 
10  him  as  a  citizen  oi  a  State;  and  all  control  over  the  privileges  and  im- 
lonnities  of  the  citizens  in  the  several  States,  is  expressly  withheld  from 
ihe  action  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  left  with  the  States,  by  the 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution.  The  committee 
believe  that  the  State  and  Federal  Governments,  under  our  system,  are 
<^)  ordinate  departments  of  one  single  and  integral  whole;  that  the  com- 
pact between  tlie  States  united  them  in  a  sinirSe  Government,  as  to  their 
reiatiotis  witn  each  other,  and  with  foreign  nations,  and  as  to  certain  arti- 
cles particularly  specified,  each  retaining  to  itself  the  other  rights  of  inde- 
jjendent  Government,  agreeing  to  appoint  in  conjunction '  for  the  .adminis- 
iratiou  ol  the  Federal  branch,  and  each  retaining  its  original  right  of  ap- 
^mting,  for  administering  its  domestic  branch,  a  separate  set  of  function- 
aries, legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  Tliesu  two  sets  of  officers,  each 
indepeudent  of  the  other,  constitute  a  whole  of  Government  for  each  State 
sepamlely,  the  powers  given  to  one,  specifically  made  Federal,  exercised 
orerthe  whole,  the  residuary  powers  retained  to  the  other  confined  to  the 
particular  State. 

The  committee  have  thus  stated  their  views  of  the  existing  law  in  re- 
5:ard  to  the  rights  of  the  Federal  rnnciionaries,  upon  whom  the  bill  referred 
to  them  is  proposed  to  operate.  Wliat,  then,  is  the  mischief  which  this  bill 
is  designed  to  prevent?  it  assume^  that  the  ^reiix  powers  given  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Fed;^ral  Government,  and  others  employed  ia  their  service,  may 
t.e  used  for  the  influencing  of  elections,  and  corrupting  their  freedom  and 
purity. 

That  elections  ought  to  pure  and  nricorrupt  is  a  principle  admitted  by 
♦ill.  aud  no  language  can  be  too  strong  to  express  the  abhorrence  felt  by  the 
oioraittee  agiiinst  any  attom])t  to  destroy  this  freedom  and  purity.  He 
who  i»  guilty  of  either,  by  bribing  or  corrupting  voters,  violating  the  ballot 
box.  or  setting  at  naught  its  voice,  forging  or  suppressing  returns,  or  dis- 
obeyina:  the  laws  enacted  for  securing  any  elective  rijjht,  is  ;ruilty  of  treason 
agamsi  republican  institutions,  and  ought  to  be  rcgardecj  by  all  as  a  dan- 
^'erous  foe  to  liberty. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  that  a  ly  such  acts  have  boen  committed 
by  any  of  the  functionaries  named  in  the  bill  rctferred  to  thein  ;  nor  have 
tlu7  been  able  to  discover  the  slightest  evidence  that  any  attempt  has  been 
made  to  brinff  the  patronage  or  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  de- 
?^tmy  the  freedom  and  purify  of  elections.  It  is  trne  that  fyich  allegations 
Imvebeen  made;  but  it  will  be  recollectiid  that  it  is  equally  true  that  alle- 
Rations  have  been  made  against  some  of  the  fnnctionaries  of  some  of  the 
iStute  Govern  men  ts,  of  attempting,  in  violation  of  existing  laws,  to  suppress 
^^iunis^  set  Qsiio  the  voice  of  tlie  people,  and  substitute  the  will  of  tlie 


miooriiy  flir  tM  of  Qat  nqorily ;  in  fast,  lo*  Iteftt  eleoUons  as  i^nllities^  «i< 
Mhsihute  tb0  afcfe9  of  rwkites  «nd  pvcsfligvte  offioen  fiMr  the  voice  oC  the 
ntajoiitv.  We  have  soea  one  of  die  Stalas  of  ike  Uiiiott  brottglii  lo  tbe 
bmk  of  re^oidtioii  by  alleged  efibrta  el  Ibis  kind^  and  ift  olber  Slates  wit- 
liClBted  dhmtiog  atlempte  lo  deiedt  the  Toice  of  tbe  nMjoriljr  ia  eteotions. 
This  dfate  of  tfain{j)»  woiAd  indeed  seeiH  to  indicate  ai*  alctrmiBg  loxity  of 
Ixriitioal  inorajyby,  and  to  t demire  the  cteroise  at  appiepri*Ce  renediefs  by 
ceastittMioiml  legislatiecrv  Whetlier^  if  mie,  they  aiw  lo  be  attriUited  to  the 
action  df  the  fiiDetibnaries  of  the  State  er  Federal  Qovernment,  or  the  officers 
oi  corpomthiui  of  associated  wealth,  which  have  been  brought^  by  indis- 
creet teg^tatton^  into  tdo  intiniale  cOd&ezion  with  both,  and  whose  iofla- 
tt^ilee  insintiafoe  ilAelf  iot6  all  thi^  blisiciess  of  active  onterpf ise  and  the 
otditlary  tiansadtions  of  society,  or  to  other  causes,  it  is  not  the  legitiroate 
jproriaceof  the  tx>ninu(toe  to  inquire.  'Those  who  are  charged  with  at- 
tempts to  eoffiipt  the  pyrity  and  destroy  the  freedom  of  eiectioiib^  ore  very 
Apt  to  make  charges  of  the  same  kiod  agdinst  others,  in  the  vuhi  lM>pe  ol 
eoGCfilpMing'  theihselve^or  at  leastof  drawing  off  public  attention  from  their 
own  acts^  by  inculpatiiig  bthen:.  Neither  accnsations  from  stich  quarters, 
tior  the  mere  assertions  of  disappointed  oificc  hunters,  or  reckless  jKirtisaii 
editors,  pealing  forth  the  war  cries  of  party,  can  safely  be  made  the  founda- 
tion .of  such  legislation  as  destroys  the  use  of  unquestionable  rights  lor  tl)c 
purpose  oi  preventing  their  abuse. 

In  the  stru^les  of  parties  for  power,  it  is  believed  by  the  conimiitee  that 
it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  patronage  of  office  is  to  be  deemed  an 
advantage,  inasmuch  as  while  there  cun  be  but  one  incumbent  of  au  office, 
the  nunri>ei'  of  those  who  arc  stimulated  to  partisan  activity  by  the  hope  of 
gaining  it  as  a  reward  for  extraordinary  exertions,  is  unlimited,  to  say  no- 
thing of  those  who  may  be  paralyzed  by  disappointment,  or  disaffected  by 
rejection.  Public  sentiment  exercises  a  salutary  and  controlling  influence 
over  I  he  conduct  of  public  functionaries;  aod  while  it  properly  watches 
their  conduct  with  jealousy,  and  scruiinizesiheir  actions  riffidly,  it  tolerates 
Almost  unbounded  liberty  of  specv.h  in  those  who  are  seeking  office.  AVe 
cannot  cast  our  eyes  in  any  direciion  wiihout  perceiving  the  evidence  of  the 
fact  that,  for  every  office  under  the  Federal  Government,  even  to  the  Prei^i- 
dency.  tlie  numerical  proportion  of  those  wiio  seek  office  by  partisan  ac- 
tivity is  at  least  three  to  one  against  the  |)ossessors.  The  office  seekers 
have  an  unlimited  freedom  of  sj)eeclj  and  of  action,  denied  to  the  incum- 
bent by  the  circumstances  of  his  position,  and  are  at  liberty  to  attack  the 
motives  and  conduct  of  ihe  latter,  and  indulge  in  professiotis  of  piitriotic 
andor  and  disinterestedness,  restrained  by  no.  other  liniiis  than  the  elastic 
credulity  of  their  friends  and  puity.  That  the  possession  of  patronage  does 
not  insure  its  retention,  is  proved  hy  frequent  iijjiances,both  in  the  Federal 
and  State  Goverinnents. 

The  committee  believe  tliat,  in  those  places  where  the  Ft^deral  officers 
enutnerated  in  the  bill  arc  most  numerous,  it  will  be  found  that  the  elections 
more  frequently  result  as:aiiist  than  in  favor  of  the  Administration  ;  and  that 
proves  either  that  they  do  not  bring  "  the  great  powers  derived  from  the 
Federal  Government''  to  influence  elections,  or  that  they  use  them  against 
the  party  which  conferred  those  powers,  or  that  no  danger  is  Co  be  appre- 
hended of  their  destroying  the  freedom  and  purity  of  election.  It  is 
believed  that  even  a  niajoritVof  those  who  would  be  affected  by  this  bill  are 
hostile  to  the  views  of  policy,  or  opjKsed  lo  the  political  principles  of  tlu& 


prawDf  Admiuistfftlios ;  and  if  ibe  sentiments  of  those  who  aro  (band  in 
ponesnon  of  ofiioB  in  the  ten  miles  square  are  any  tosrt,  the  luajonty  \vcmM 
berery  gretit.  Bui  the  trtie  and  conclusive  answer  to  nil  auch  alterations, 
ofbringiag  the  patirona^e  and  power  of  the  Qeneral  Government  in  hoatility 
to  the  ir^^om  and  purity  of  elections,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  such 
Ids  are  every  where,  in  all  the  States,  pnnishahie  by  State  laws ;  and  the 
oommittee  are  not  aware  of  any  prosecution,  even,  for  such  offences. 

It  is  aJeo  worthy  of  special  remark  that,  in  those  Stales  where  the  most 
clamor  has  been  raised  and  the  most  alarm  has  been  expressed  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  State  functionaries  are  opjiosed  to  the  Administration,  and,  as  they 
have  the  power,  it  is  their  duty  lo  punish  such  oiTences.  Iht  committee  . 
are  therefore  constrained  to  believe-that  there  is  uo  just  foundation  for  such 
to  accuaatioiif  and  to  look  upon  it  as  one  of  those  allegations  which  those 
who  are  struggling  to  gain  the  power  which  they  affect  to  think  so  corrupt 
and  corrupting,  consider  themselves  justified  in  making  to  stimulate  tiieir 
partisans  and  decry  their  opponents.  But  whetter  the  mischief  actually 
exists  or  not,  the  committee  proceed  to  consider  th^  policy  and  constitu* 
tioiiality  of  fhe  remedy  which  is  proposed  by  the  hiJl  referred  to  them. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  render  what  is  lawful  and  praisevi'ortby,  and 
in  strict  conformity  with  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  institutions,  for  all 
citizens,  criminal  in  a  particular  class  who  have  been  honored  by  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  people  of  the  whole  Slates.     It  is  not  to  punish  a  crime  malum 
in  se^  but  to  create  a  new  crime.    It  is  not  to  punish  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, the  robbery  of  the  ballot  box,  the  suppression  or  forging  of  returns, 
or  usurpation  or  neglect  of  official  duty  in  giving  effect  to  the  will  of  the 
majority  in  elections,  but  the  use  of  persuasion  or  dL^sfiasiaHf  of  intfrmed- 
iUinff  to  control  or  inflnence  voters  hy  means  that  are  lawful  and  right  hi 
others.     Every  citisseu  ought  to  quality  himself  by  study,  convecsatiou,  and 
every  other  means  of  acquiring  knowledge,  to  understand  the  theory  and  prin  • 
ciplcs  of  our  institutions,  and  to  ascertain  tl>e  best  mode  of  administering  them 
in  their  true  spirit,  so  as  to  promote  the  greatest  good  ot  the  greatest  number, 
atid  to  render  himself  capable  of  discharging  any  trust  that  may  be  conferred 
on  him  by  his  fi9ltowcittzens.  It  is  as  well  his  right  as  his  duty  to  discui®  and 
promulge  freely  tlie  measures  of  any  Administration,  and  the  character  and 
coodud  of  those  who  support  or'  oppose  it,  as  well  to  control  them  by  the 
censorship  of  public  opinion  as  to  subject  them  to  the  test  of  the  constitu- 
tion.    In  doing  so  he  may  win  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citiasens  by  his 
declared  opinions,  or  may  become  identified  with  some  great  principle 
which  conciliates  their  support.  All  this  is  innocent  and  praiseworthy,  even 
if  the  motive  is  the  acquisition  of  office,  because  it  promotes  the  public 
good,    (^an  it  be  ^vise,  or  even  just,  to  punish  as  a  crime,  when  he  attains 
office,  what  was  patriotic  and  praiseworthy  while  he  was  seeking  it  ?    Yet 
wfiy  should  office  seeking  tmd  office  holdinsr  thus  be  separaied  by  arbitrary 
cQEictnients,  which  bestow  honors  and  confidence  upon  the  one,  and  penalty 
and  ignominy  upon  the  other,  for  doing  the  same  act  I    How  is  it  possible 
for  any  o(  the/ officers  enumerated  in  this  bill  fireely  to  discdss  public  men 
and  oieasnres  in  private  circles,  in  pubKc  assemblies,  in  the  newf  papers,  or 
<^ven  ii^  the  unreserved  confidence  of  social  intercourse,  when  an  elector  is 
present,  liefbre  or  after  an  election,  without  subjecting  himself  to  the  sweep- 
ing penalties  of  this  bill  ?    It  is  unequal-.     While  one  set  of  funetionaries 
under  the  Federal  Government,  and  all  those  of  the  Stale  Governments^ 
and  the  officers  of  the  corporarJo/;s  of  associated  wealth,  are  left  wilVi  an  VkU- 
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restricted  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  this  bill  puts  a  gnor  and  fetters 
upon  a  few  proscribed  men,  in  respect  to  public  men  and  public  measures. 
Why  this  discrimination?  Are  the  proscribed  officers  more' corrupt  or 
liable  to  corruption  than  other  office  holders?  Is  it  to  guard  against  the 
corrupting  influence  and  patronage  of  the  Federal  Administration  ?  If 
so,  the  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  still  more  objectionable,  ns  in  de- 
grading them  by  taking  from  them  the  rights  common  to  all  others.  It 
would  prepare  them  to  become  the  willing  instruments  of  corruption  or 
ambition.  This  bill  would  create  a  caste  among  office  holders,  deriv- 
ing their  authority  from  the  same  high  source,  the  people,  and 
requiring  the' same  high  qualifications  to  discharge  their  duties. 
Those  enumerated  would  be  degraded  by  the  very  acceptance  of  office, 
which  would  cut  them  off  from  all  identity  of  feeling,  interest,  and  sympathy 
with  their  fellow  citizens,  by  the  voluntary  mutjiaiion  of  the  very  mauhood 
of  citizenship.  It  converts  those  officers  into  mutes.  It  enforces  temporary 
outlawry  of  the  dearest  and  most  inestimable  rights  of  citizenship  with  a 
penalty  suspended  over  their  heads  during  the  continuance  of  office,  which 
may  be  cut  by  a  word,  message,  writing,  or  even  a  look,  and  doom  them  to 
become  outcasts— political  lepers.  They  would  be  dishonored  by  the  very 
act  of  surrendering  such  rights  for  the  mercenary  motives  of  pecuniary  gniu 
and  rewards  of  office,  and  proclaim  themselves  slaves,  and  the  fit  instru- 
ments for  making  slaves  of  others.  They  would  find  the  badges  of  slavery 
and  dishonor  written  upon  their  commissions.  It  creates  a  privileged  class 
of  office  holders.  The  President  and  his  cabinet,  the  heads  of  bureaus  and 
their  clerks,  the  officers  of  Congress,  the  judiciary  and  their  clerks,  and  the 
district  attorneys,  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  in  short,  all  the  Fede- 
ral officers,  whose  emoluments  are  greatest,  and  whose  sphere  of  influence 
is  most  extensive,  are  left  free,  while  those  who  derive  their  compensation 
from  fees  given  for  labor  performed  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  or  their 
daily  support  from  their  daily  labor  in  the  offices  or  employments  enumerat- 
ed, are  prohibited  from  ir>termeddling  in  elections,  by  word  or  deed,  save 
only. by  giving  their  own  vote.  Is  it  to  recognise  distinctions  in  society, 
grades  of  virtue  in  office-holders  ?  Is  it  to  imply  that  the  proscribed  office- 
liojders,  being  chiefly  subordinate,  and  many  of  them  hard  working  men, 
must  "have  bridles  in  their  mouths,  and  saddles  upon  their  backs,"  as  a  pre- 
liminary quaHfication  for  office?  Why  should  those  officers  be  rendered 
aliens,  and  be  cut  off  fronl  the  enjoyment  of  the  social  rights  of  discussin;^ 
political  subjects,  even  under  the  protection  of  their  own  household  gods, 
while  the  other  functionaries  of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  and 
the  officers  of  the  corporations  of  associated  wealth,  and  the  employees  of 
private  persons,  are  permitted  to  retain  the  full  rights  of  citizens  ?  This  bill 
degrades  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  guardian  of  all  political  rights,  by  meting 
it  out  ad  a  boon  in  different  portions  to  different  citizens,  all  equally  worthy 
of  trust,  and  distinguished  by  popular  favor,  and  by  placing  it  under  an 
odious  espionage. 

It  surrounds  the  proscribed  officers  with  a  body  of  common  informers, 
stimulated  by  two  of  the  strongest  incentives  to  constant  vigilance — the 
hope  of  gain,  and  the  desire  of  t)flice — lo  watch  their  every  word,  raessa^e, 
writing,  look,  or  action,  to  torture  it  into  an  endeavor  to  persuade,  or  to  dis- 
suade an  elector,  in  giving  his  vole,  or  intermeddling  in  an  election.  By 
day  and  by  night,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  the  elecrion  of  a  President  or 
a  Governor,  of  a  constable  or  a  pound-keeper,  the  omnipresent  eye  of  this 
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y  of  faojiliars  is  alike  upon  the  collector  and  his  cnrtmom,  the  su- 
lent  of  the  public  works,  and  the  day  laborer  in  his  employ* 
!  the  limit  to  be  found  in  this  bill)  which  separates  freedom  of  speech 
te  press  from  its  operation?  The  open,  manly  independence  of 
md  liberty  of  action,  heretofore  justly  considered  the  best  preser- 
f  our  institutions,  must  soon  perish  under  the  parasitic  embrace  of 
It  not  only  punishes  the  freedom  of  action  but  of  thought.  It 
le  designated  persons  as  well  from  intermeddling  in  any  Federal  or 
rtion,  as  from  using  any  means  with  intent  to  control  or  influence 
;  thns  introducing  a  new  crime  in  our  code,  without  precision  or 
definition,  broad  and  comprehensive  as  the  theatre  of  human  ac- 
ex(>ansive  as  human  thought  on  political  subjects.  While  it  de- 
e  class  of  Federal  officers  of  a  |)ortion  of  their  rights,  it  bestows  the 
Ludinarian  power  upon  another  class,  the  farthest  removed  from  the 
{  of  the  people — the  judiciary.  Them  it  clothes  with  jurisdiction 
t  what  is  an  endeavor  to  persuade,  or  to  dissuade,  an  elector  to  give 
;  what  act  is  an  intermeddling  in  an  election  ;  and  what  is  using 
ns  with  intent  to  influence  or  control  the  same.  It  is  stamped  witli 
odious  and  miserable  impress  of  tyranny,  vagueness^  and  uncer- 
li  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  end — the  purity  and  freedom 
3n — would  justify  such  means,  a  delegation  of  such  undefined 
yen  to  the  purity  of  the  sacred  ermine.  The  history  of  other  couii- 
qU  of  warning  upon  this  subject.  The  Spanish  inquisition,  with  all 
lie  atrocities,  was  reared  upon  quite  as  ^lender  a  foundation.  Its. 
d  object  was  to  render  religion  pure  and  incorrupt ;  and,  for  that 
boly  purpose;  the  most  latitudinarian  power  was  given  to  its  minis- 
*o  prevent  heresy  in  religion,  they  hud,  or  soon  assumed  for  that 
the  pwwer  to  punish  all  persons  who  endeavored  to  "  persuade," 
rtiade,"  others,  or  in  anywise  "  intermeddle"  in  matters  of  religion. 
ilsoj  they  gradually  assumed  cognizance  of  the  intentions,  and  even 
gilts  of  men,  and  the  tendencies  of  their  words  and  writings,  in  the 
nd  in  the  sacred  privacy  of  the  closet,  on  a  subject  of  universal 
and  everlasting  interest,  and  subjected  them  to  the  never-sleeping 
L  body  of  informers,  under  the  name  of  familiars.  The  parallel 
I  the  bill  referred  to  the  committee  and  the  origin  of  the  inquisition, 
iking  as  it  is  alarming,  and  diflers  less  in  the  means  than  the  end ; 
being  designed  to  render  religion  pure  and  incorrupt,  and  the  other 
rve  the  elective  franchise  pure  and  incorrupt.  The  delegation  of 
Jimited  power  corrupted  even  the  sacred  priesthood ;  and  religiQUs 
lecame  the  means  of  their  power,  and  the  terrible  instrument  of 
dice  or  tyranny.  Are  laymen  more  pure  or  safer  depositaries  of 
d  discretion  ?  May  it  not  be  justly  Apprehended  that  policai  heresy 
ome,  in  the  hands  of  the  judiciary,  as  formidable  a  means  of  power 
vindictive  an  instrument  of  malice  or  t3rranny?  "Confidence  is 
here  the  parent  of  despotism ;  free  government  is  founded  in  jealousy, 
fidence.  It  is  jealousy,  not  confidence,  which  prescribes  limited 
tions,  to  bind  down  those  whom,  we  are  obliged  to  truist  with  power." 
committee  believe  that  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  is  onward';  and 
3  more  consistent  with  that  spirit  to  look  upon  the  ruins  of  the  in- 
1  which  has  fallen  before  the  progress  of  human  liberty,  as  raonu- 
i  its  triumphs,. than  to.  find  materials  to  reconstruct  new  fortresses, 
liich  to  assail  the  imprescribable  rights  of  man. 
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The  mognitiide  of  ifae  disoretionary  power  tiommitted  by  this  bifl  Co  Ibe 
jndici(ary,he(s  a  tendeticy  to  oooKrert  our  finrm  of  Government  into  a  jodieiai 
despotism,  quite  as  ititdenabie  to  a  ffee  people,  and  ^equatly  odions  an  any 
oth^.  The  history  of  the  star  chamber,  like  thaC  of  the  iaqaisition,  proves 
that  fio  dass,  however  veoeraited  rand  etevaled,  is  the  safe  depositary  of  un* 
limited  diser^tkmify  po  wet,  even  for  the  moat  holy  and  ^sidiilBry  ends.  The 
most  dangeatotis  and  destvuotiTO  assanlts  upon  human  dghts  have  beea 
made  frcmi  fortresses  oMstraoted  for  their  t^fenoe.  It  deacrves  BeortoiiscoR- 
sideration,  whether  a  ivm  hbe  this  bUl  could  ever  be  cawed  into  exeewCioB 
ait  this  ctay^  and  nnder  our  6>ee  mstitnttons — o  low  which  pvostratea  the 
fireedom  of  tlioaght,  of  action,  of  speech,  and  of  the  (press,  sa  fior  as  TeaieotB 
a  large  potrrion  of  the  most  inlelhgentt,  respected,  uid  meritorions  oi  oar 
citiBseits.  The  great  body  of  the  lanctionaries  whom  this  >biil  would  afleoc 
hasve  been  hommd  hf  the  adleekioii  ^f  (the  people,  to  disehar^  rssponsibie 
duties,  for  their  hooesty,  capacity,  and  fidelity  to  the  constitution.  The 
habftiml  reviler  of  repulHican  institutioiis,  and  of  the  capadtyof  liie  ^pitaf\e 
for  setf^tgoBvemment,  may  in  vain  attempt  to  fix  a  stigma  upon  all  officers 
who  derive  their  appotntments  from  ftfae  people,  for  ;the  pcerpoae  of  thos 
gradually  undermining  their  confidence  in  the  Oovennxient  of  their  choke, 
but  the  people  will  always  be  fomid  tnie  to  themselves,. and  will  never  aiAh 
mit  to  the  ejdecutioB  of  a  law  which  deprives  their  felidw>citi2en  of  his  com- 
mon and  equal  rights,  simply  because  tbey^had  distinguished  him  bv  their 
ftivor  and  preference.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  this  biU  would  arm 
a^body  of  informers  with  dangerous  powers.  In  the  contests  of  parties, 
it  may  happen  that  the  State  functionaries  >may  unite  with  the  corporatisos 
of  assboiated  wealth,  in  aparty  atmggle  to  obtain  the  .power  of  the  Federal 
6roiVeinment ;  armed  with  the  tremendous  enginery  of  this  law,  actions  of 
debt,  btM,  or  plaint,  in  any  district  or  circuit  court  df  the  United  States, 
andipamlty  andtxsts,  is  !diere  mot  reason  to  fear  that  lit  would  be  used 
with  iruinowB  effiset  Bcurnst  any  of  the  proscribed  officers,  who  would  not 
use  **  the  ffreat  .powers ,  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Federal  GovemmeottD 
promote  the  iviews  of  die  office  seekers?  On  the  other  hand,  woald  itnot 
enaUe^acofrupt  AdmiiiiatfatiDa  to  pnnish  thoai  for  an  independent  eserase 
df:  their  judgment  I  in  like  manner? 

Thercommittee  will-onlyja;vert  to  DneKitherdhrjectionitothe  policfr  oflhe 
biU.  IlB^obviouateodefioY  is  to  aUenate  the  people ^om  the  Fedend'Gov- 
ernttent,  bf  infusing  a  ijealonsy  of  its  powexs  and^ils  officers,  by  unjost 
afBcrimitmttdns  tbetween  the  two  seta  of  ifunctionaries  chosen  by  the  ppo- 
pie,  to  eaiify  on  Ihe^wo  co-dtdinate  i  departments  of  the  one  single  and  in- 
Qcgiel  8o(vemment,  ffotmsd  by^thacon^paet  of  the  Stales ;  to  array  the  Sode 
Oovemmentamnd  its  functionaries  againstjthe  Federal  Government  and  ici 
iiiiietiOnaries,!  and  ^thus  .gradoaUy/ toundemiiue  or  weaken  it,  by  treating  as 
aliens!in'theiState€kiveninBents:thoBeiidlio  aec^t  office  under the>Fedefa) 
CtoveratBdent  In'^hort,  its  tendency  would  he,  to  *' alienate  one  portienef 
the  '^ceuntiy  ifoom  <the  rest^end ' to  enfeeble itbe  sacred  ^ties  which  now  link 
ttq^ther  the  varionapatts,"  and  tbeief(M,  in  theopinion-of  the  oomiBitlse, 
H  ought  ^to  be  lesiated  -in  the  ibeginninv. 

Tte^<|oniniitlee!e«eiawarB  that  fi> preeedeilt  maiy  be  ieund-fbr  the  priaci- 
phte'of  this  bill,;  and  aluMMtiitsi language,  in  the;  legislatioQ  of  England.  -So 
aisofiny  bofoittrid(a>.paeoeldeBt!for  theilotaldisfmnefaiaeBwm  of  Sie  offieen 
of'th«icuitoilD%  esctae^chities,  andTpiiiiroMee,<whiieihoUiageffiee.  8vdi4i 
plant  may  be  indigeaona  in  sudKHisdii.  :  Hwe  at  mtmmfer  be^an  sjurtc, 
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from  tlie  e^ential  difference  between  the  two  Governments.    In  the  Britisli 
Goycrnnocnt,  the  jealousy  of  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  peo|!rfe  is 
omfitied  to  the  Kino^.    The  representatires  of  the  people  are  considered  not 
only  exempt  themselves  from  distrust,  but  likewise  the  guardieins  of  the 
people  against  such  encroachments.    Hence,  there,  it  is  a, principle  that 
Parliament  is  omnipotent ;  and  M  barriers  are  rais^,  not  agjlinst  the  Par- 
liatnent,  but  the  prerogative  of  the  King.    Here,  all  power  emanates  from 
the  people ;  and  the  constitution,  Which  is  paramount  to  all  laws,  secures 
ihcaas  well  against  legislative  as  executive  usurpation.    The  comttiittec! 
are  not  prepare  to  yield  to  the  policy  of  importing  the  chains  &nd  gags  6f 
the  legislation  of  Great  Britain  to  inanacle  and  fetter  tlie  free  citizens  of 
this  country.     The  free  and  honest  exercise  of  the  rightof  suffrage  ought 
ooc  to  be  abrid^d,  shackled,  or  fettered  by  FederaM^slation  ;  nor  should 
any  class  of  citizens  be  rendered  odious  by  jealous  distinctions.     The  com- 
mittee can  perceive  no  reason  for  the  adoption  by  Congress  of  any  restric- 
tioQ  upon  any  pf  what  they  deem  the  inestimable  and  unalienable  rights  of 
every  class  of  citizens,  merely  because  they  have  be^n  honored  with  *the 
confidence  of  the  people.    They  know  no  objection  to  reas6n,  argument, 
or  even  persuasion,  by  word,  message,  or  writing,  either  before  or  after  an 
election,  from  whomsoever  it  may  proceed,  or  by  whatever  motive  prompt- 
ed.   Nor  do  they  understand  on  what  just  principles  it  cah  be  maintained 
that  the  possession  of  office  simply  shoujd  deprive  a  citizen  of  the  in- 
fluence arising  from  character,  intelligence,  integrity,  and  the  confidence 
which  they  insfrire,  and  of  the  right  to  use  it  as  otl^rs  are  left  ffee  to  use 
theirs.    The  committee  can  find  no  scales  in  the  constitution  in  which  to 
weigh  the  relative  patriotism,  integrity,  and  independence  of  the  ftmetkMia- 
ticsof  the  Federal  or  State  Governments,  and  tne  officers  of  Corporations, 
or  the  employees  of  individuals.    They  cannot  believe  timt  the  employees 
of  the  Pederal  Government  are  more  cprrupt  or  corrupting  than  the  em- 
ployees of  other  bodies  corporate  or  politic,  or  of  individuals.    They  are 
satisfied  tliat  the  best  corrective  of  any  abuse  of  the  freedom  or  purity  6f 
elections,  by  the  officers  deisignated,  in  the  manner  rendered  pene^l  by  this 
bill,  even  if  any  such  exists,  will  be  found  in  an  enlightened  piiblic'OiHmon, 
wluch,  sooner  or  later,  depends  upon  the  legitimate  moral  force  ^ftrtith, 
and  the  influence  of  reason  and. fair  ai^nment,  irrespective  of  mere  official 
aatbority.    So  far,  they  believe  the  experience  of  the  working  of  our  insli- 
tmi^is  has  proved  the  truth  of  the  axiom  6f  the  great  apostle  of  democracy, 
Aat «  error  of  opinion  may  always  be  safely  tolerated,  Where  reason  is  teft 
liee  to  combat  it."    They  can  find  no  justi'ficaiion  of  the  policy  or  ju^iee 
i>f  restrainipg,  by  law,  the  unlimited  Rberty  of  the  exercise  of  thefreedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press  by  every  class  of  citizens,  whether  in  or  out  of  office, 
than  such  as  in  other  countries  has  prompted  the  establish  men  t  of  p6Htical 
orrdigious  inquisition3,  analogous  to  the  tendencies  of  this  bill,  whiijh  are 
alike  at  war  with  experience,  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  genius  of  our 
indtitntions.    Biit  if  any  rtiischief  has  arisen  or  may  arise  from  this  sodrce, 
Ae  legitimate  remedy  mtist  besoujjhtand  found  in  the  legislation  of  the 
several  States,  who3^  constitutional  duty  it  is  to  prescribe  the  privileges  a!kl 
immunities  of  their  cttizsens,  free  from  the  control  of  Federal  legislation. 

But  whatever may  be  the  opinion  entertained  as  to  the  policy  of  this  few, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that' the  remedy  proposed  is  unconstituticmai. 
The  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  declares  that  the 
members  of  the  H6nse  oCRiaprescntativesshall  be  chosen  "  by  the  pot<h[4^  (Vt 
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the  States,  who  shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  the  electora  of  tlie 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature."  And  by  article  second,  sec- 
tion first,  declares  that  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  "  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  asthe  State  Legislatures  may  direct;"  and  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  consiitution  declares  that  the  citizens  of 
each  State  "  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  States."  Congress;  therefore,  have  no  right  to  intermeddle,  by 
law,  in  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  electors,  or  the  mode  of  conducting 
elections  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  nor  in  respect  to  the  privileges  or  immunities  of  a 
citizen  of  a  State  ;  that  ri^ht  belongs  exclusively  to  the  States,  and  is  by 
the  constitution  withheld  from  the  Federal  Government.  It  is  difficult  to 
perceive  upon  what  constitutional  grant  of  power  the  right  to  prescribe  the 
qualifications  of  electors,  and  the  mode  of  conducting  State  elections  for 
State  officers,  can  be  sustained,  and  the  committee  cannot  find  any  warrant 
in  that  instrument  for  its  assumption  by  Congress. 

But  if  any  doubt  upon  this  subject  could  exist,  it  is  dispelled  by  the  first 
article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  which  declares  that  "  Con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  the  free 
exercise  thereof^  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  of 
the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition  the  Government 
for  the  redress  of  grievances."  The  committee  believe  that  the  powers  of 
the  Federal  Government  result  from  the  constitution,  and  are  limited  by 
the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  that  instrument,  and  that  the  State  sove- 
reignties are  only  diminished  by  powers  specifically  enumerated,  or  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  specified  powers  into  efiect ;  and  that  the  States,  by  the 
constitution,  retained  to  themselves  the  right  of  protecting  the  freedom  of 
religious  principles,  and  of  judging  how  far  the  licentiousness  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  may  be  abridged  without  lessening  their  useful  freedom, 
and  how  far  the  abuses  which  cannot  be  separated  from  their  use  should 
be  tolerated,  rather  than  the  use  be  dt^lroyed.  The  freedom  of  religion,  of 
speech,  and  of  the  press,  and  of  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble and  petition  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  is  withdrawn,  in  express 
terms,  from  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  is  deemed  unne- 
cessary by  the  committee  to  attempt  to  demonstrate  these  propositions. 
They  have  already  been  done  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Legislature 
in  1798,  1799,  and  1800,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky in  1798  and  1799.  The  provisions  of  this  bill  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  more  clearly  unconstitutional  than  those  of  the  alien  and 
si^ition  laws ;  their  tendency  is  more  clearly  and  unequivocally  to  abridge 
the  freedom  of  speech,  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  of  the  right  of  peacea- 
bly assemj^ling.  It  is  true  it  is  confined  to  a  particular  class,  certain  desig- 
nated officers  under  the  Federal  Government ;  but  it  will  hardly  be  se- 
riously contended  that  this  makes  any  essential  difference.  If  you  may 
lawfully  abridge  the  freedom  intended  to  be  granted  by  the  constitution  to 
all,  by  laws  embracing  only  a  portion,  you  may  thus  proceed  until  all  are 
finally  deprived  of  their  rights. 

Under  every  aspect  that  the  committee  have  been  able  to  view  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill)  it  appears  to  them  that  it  is  unjust,  unequal,  impracticable, 
impolitic,  tyrannical,  and  unconstitutional  j  that  it  is  founded  on  an  assump- 
tion of  power  by  the  Federal  Government,  not  granted  by  the  constitution, 
and  destructive  of  the  rights  of  the  several  independent  States  composing 
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the  Udiod,  and  of  the  conotirudonal  rights ,  of  the  citizens  of  those  States, 
and  that  its  provisions  are  of  a  most  alarrning  and  dangerous  tendency — 
Dot  called  for  by  any  existing  niischief,  and  would  not  anord  an  appropriate 
remedy  if  such  mischief  existed.  They,  therefore,  rer.pectfully  report  the 
said  bill  without  amendment ;  and  recommend  that  the  same  should  not  be 
passed. 


A  BILL  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elections. 

To  the  end  that  the  great  powers  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  other  persons  employed  in  its  service,  may  not  be  used  for 
the  influencing  of  elections,  which  ought  to  be  free  and  incorrupt : 
Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  ftepresentatives  of  ike  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
no  manhal  or  deputy  marshal,  no  postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster,  no  re- 
ceiver or  roister  of  a  land  office,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or  clerks,  no  sur- 
veyor general  of  the  public  jands,  or  any  of  his  deputies  or  assistants,  no 
o^lector,  surveyor^  naval  officer,  weigher,  ganger,  appraiser,  or  other  officer 
or  person  whatsoever  concerned  or  employed  in  the  charging,  collecting, 
levying,  or  managing  the  custoiiis,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof,  no  engi- 
neer, officer,  or  agent  employed  or  concerned  in  the  execution  or  superin- 
tendence of  any  of  the  'public  works,  shall,  by  word,  message,  or  writing, 
or  io  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  endeavor  to  persuade  any  elector  to 
give,  or  dissuade  any  elector  from  giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of  any  per- 
son to  be  elector  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  these  United  States,  or 
br  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  said  United  States,  or  (or  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  Gov- 
ernor or  Lieutenant  Governor  of  any  State,  or  of  any  person  to  be  a  repre- 
sentative or  member  in  the  Legislative  Department  of  any  State  of  this 
Union,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  serve  in  any  public  office  estab- 
lished by  the  law  of  any  of  said  States ;  nor  shall  any  such  officer  or  per- 
son intermeddle  in  any  of  the  elections  above  mentioned,  or  use  any  means 
with  intent  to  influence  or  control  the  same,  otherwise  than  by  giving  his 
own  rote]  and  every  person  oflending  therein  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  the  United  States  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit, 
by  any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint 
in  any  of  the  district  or  circuit  courts  of  the  IJnited  States  ;  and  every  per- 
son convict,  on  any  such  suit,  of  the  said  ofience,  shall  thereby  become  dis- 
abled and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any  office  or  place  of  trust 
whatsoever  under  the  said  United  States. 
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ddSittion. 


REPORT 
THE  SECRETAKY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


IN  COMPLIANCE 


If tM  a  resolution  of  the  Senatey  showing  the  deficit  in  the  Ttpiisufifi  had 
the  biU  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the  prctceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  ptMic  lands  of  the  United  States^  and  for  granting 
land  to  certain  States^^^  become  a  law. 


February  1,  1839. 

^ksJdf  fuid  oHer^  to  be  printed. 


TREiAi^tjRY  Di&PAiLrMEiiTj  JdHuity  31, 1339. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resoiution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  instant, 
diTec6ii£  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  report  to  the  Senate  whether 
any,  and^  if  any>  how  mtich^  would  have  been  the  deficit  in  tlie  Treasury,  if 
an  set  eiititled  <  An  act  c6  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  tanids  of  the  United  States,  and  fornantins:  lands  to 
certain  States,'  which  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  h£id  received  the 
approbation  of  the  President,  and  been  acted  upon,  up  to  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1839,"  I  have  to  report  as  follows :  It  appears  by  a  statement  pre- 
pared by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  transmitted  by 
this  department  to  the  Senate  on  the  17th  instant,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  that  body  of  the  lOth,  that  the  net  proceeds  which  would  have  been  di- 
vided amon^  all  the  States  up  to  the  30th  of  September,  1838,  if  the  act  to 
appropriate  "  for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting  land  to  certain  States,"  had  received 
the  approbation  of  the  President,  amounted  to  $61,011,732.  This  was  the 
latest  date  to  which  the  exhibit  could  be  brought  down. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  department  on  the  finances  the  avail- 
able balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  is  estimated  at 
12,765,342  36.  This  deducted  from  the  above  sum  of  S^l,01 1,732  OOy 
woQJd  leave  a  deficiency  of  $48,246,389  64,  provided  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  had  been  appropriated  and  divided  as  contemplated 
by  the  bill  referred  to.  The  deficiency  would  be  increased  by  the  estima- 
ted net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land  |n  the  4th  quarter  of  1838,  viz: 
about  $1,000,000,  making  the  aggregate  deficit  $49,246,389  64. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  this  statement  the  sum  of  $28,101,644  97,  already 
deposited  with  the  States  under  the  act  of  June  23,  1836,  is  not  taken  into 
consideration.  Though  it  be  money  now  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  to  the  words  and  spirit  of  that  act,  yet,  by  a  provision 
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in  the  law  of  October  2,  1837,  it  cannot  be  recalled  or  used  by  the  United 
States  till  Congress  direct,  and  hence  cannot,  under  the  existing  laws,  be 
employed  to  meet  any  deficiency. 

It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  if  the  act  referred  to,  appropriating 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  had  gone  into  operation,  there  would  have 
been  no  surplus  to  deposite  in  the  States,  nor  would  there  probably  have 
been  a  large  deposite  in  the  banks  which  suspended  specie  payments  in 
1837.  In  that  view  of  the  subject,  the  deficiency  would  have  been  as  fol- 
lows :  '  ^ 
Available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1839,  as  stated $2,765,342  36 

Deposite  with  the  States  -  -  ,  -      28,101,644  97 

Deposite  still  in  banks  which  suspended  specie  payment 

in  1837,  say    -  -  -  -  .        2,000,000  00 

Making  an  aggresfate  of  ....      32,866,987  33 

Which  deducted  from  the  sum  of  -  -  -      61,011,732  00 

Would  leave      -  -  -  -  -  -      18,144,744  67 

To  this,  adding  estimated  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  lands 
in  4th  quarter,  1838,  about      ....        1,000,000  00 

Would  leave  a  deficiency  on  the  1st  of  January^  1839, 
of  about 19,144,744  67 

•  — ^— .^ 

Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOGDBDKV, 
Stcretcary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  (be  SentUi. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  1,  1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion  of  Marcelin  Tassin,  praying  for  a  pre-emption  right  to  a  frac- 
tional  quarter  section  of  land^  make  the  following  report : 

Tbe  petitioner  represents  that  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  past,  he 
▼as  in  search  of  a  place  to  settle,  when  he  was  shown  the  place  on  which 
he  now  resides ;  and  was  told  by  Mr.  K.  McOrummin,  a  surveyor,  and,  as 
be  believes,  then  in  the  employment  of  the  United  States,  that  it  was  Con- 
gress land,  and  that  it  was  a  fractional  quarter  section ;  that  he  immedi- 
ately moved  on  and  located  it  under  that  belief;  resided  on  it  some  six  or 
sevm  years,  when  there  was  a  law  passed  granting  pre-emptions  to  actual 
settlers  on  public  lands.  When  he  went  to  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  to 
avail  himself  of  said  law,  he  was  informed  by  the  then  register  that  he 
could  not  enter  it,  being  a  fractional  quarter  of  section  sixteen.  The  said 
land  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Bayou  des  Glaizes,  in  the  parish 
of  Avoyelles,  Louisiana.  The  petitioner  has  continued  to  reside  on  said 
land,  and  has  his  all  on  it.  He,  therefore,  prays  Congress  to  take  his  situa- 
tion into  consideration,  being  old  and  not  able  to  procure  land  elsewhere ; 
and  he  prays  to  have  granted  to  him  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  said  frac- 
tion, and  to  take  m  lieu  thereof  lands  elsewhere ;  that  had  it  not  been 
pointed  out  to  him  by  a  surveyor,  and,  as  he  thought,  and  still  believes, 
tben  in  the  employ  of  GovQrnment,  he  would  not  have  located  on  it ;  but 
wonld  have  sought  a  home  elsewhere.  But  as  he  is  now  old,  and  not  able 
to  make  another  plantation,  and  too  poor  to  buy  one,  he  prays  for  the  grant 
of  a  pre-emption  or  right  of  privilege  to  the  said  fractional  quarter  of  sec- 
tion sixteen,  as  all  he  wants  is  a  home  in  his  old  age. 
*  There  is  no  proo(  of  any  kind  in  thi3  case ;  and  although  it  may  be  one 
requiring  relief,  still  this  absence  of  testimony  is  &tal.  Therefore  the 
comoiittee  report  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Bl»ir  &  Ri^es,  printers. 
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3d  Session. 


DOCUMENTS 

rblaung  to  thb 

CLAIMS  OF  ANDREW  J.  JOHNSON  AND  SAMUEL  M.  LOVE, 

POR 

Payment  for  horses  lost  by  them  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 

United  States. 


January  14,  1839. 

Referred,  with  Senate  bill  No.  193,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

February  1,  1839. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


State  op  Tennessee, 
Hamilton  county. 

Personally  came  before  me,  William  M.  Davis,  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county,  Andrew  J.  Johnson,  and  after  being  duly 
sworn  as  the  law  directs,  saith  on  oath,  he  served  six  months  under  the 
ODmraand  of  the  late  Major  William  Lauderdale,  in  the  late  campai^,  in- 
cluding the  years  1837  and  1838,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  in  Captain 
Darlon  A.  Wilds's  company  of  T*enncssee  volunteers.  And  the  claimant  fur- 
ther states,  that  he  has  not  received  from  any  oflScer  or  agent  of  the  United 
States  army,  any  horse,  or  horse  equipage,  or  any  accoutrements,  mules, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  in  lieu  of  the  property  he  lost  some 
time  in  December,  near  Picolata — ^which  was  crippled  by  jumping  it 
out  of  a  lumber-boat,  in  crossing  the  St.  Johns  river  at  Picolata — with  the 
exception  of  fifteen  dollars,  that  Major  Lauderdale*paid  said  claimant  for  his 
saddle,  at  Yoiusia,  and  the  amount  of  pay  as  horseman,  from  that  time 
until  discharged,  which  was  the  lUth  day  of  May. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  lath  day  of  October,  1838. 

his 
ANDREW  J.  JOHNSON,    x    [l.  s.] 

nuirk. 
Before  me^ 

WILLIAM  M.  DAVIS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace^  Hamilton  county^  Tennessee. 

State  op  Tennessee: 

I,  Asahel  Rawlings,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Hamilton  county,  do 
certify  that  William  M.  Davis,  Esq.,  whose  signature  appears  officially^  la 
his  own  proper  handwriting,  to  the  within  certificate  of  aflidavil)  \a  novTi 

Blair  A  Rire^  printen. 


[171]  2 

and  was,  at  the  date  thereof,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  legally  ^elected,  commissioned,  and  sworn  ihto  office, 
r        n  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal, 
^^'  ®*J      at  office  in  Dallas,  the  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1838. 

ASAHEL  RAWLINGS,  Clerk. 


i 


District  of  Columbi, 
Washington  city. 

Personally  came  before  me,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
District,  Darlon  A.  Wilds,  and  after  being  duly  sworn,  saith  on  oath : 

That  Andrew  J.  Johnson  did,  some  time  in  and  about  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1837,  sustain  the  loss  of  a  horse  in  crossing  the  river  St.  Johns  at 
Picolata. 

He  further  states  that  it  was  not  any  negligence  on  part  of  the  said 
Johnson. 

The  said  Wilds  further  states  that  the  said  Johnson  was  a  volunteer  in 
his  company,  under  the  command  of  the  late  M^jor  William  Lauderdale,  in 
suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

And  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  said  horse,  was  in  consequence  ef  not 
having  a  suitable  boat  to  cross  the  river  m;  and  the  river  being  very  shallow 
some  distance  from  the  shore ;  and,  the  boat  being  some  two  or  three  feet 
from  the  floor  to  the  top  of  the  guards,  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying corn  from  post  to  post,  we  were  compelled  to  cross  over  in  th^  said 
boat,  as  there  was  no  other  chance,  consequently  we  were  conqpelled  ta 
jump  our  horses  out  of  the  said  boat  into  the  river ;  and,  in  so  domg,  die 
said  Johnson's  horse  fell  across  the  gunnel  and  crippled  itself,  so  miu^ 
so,  that  it  was  compelled  to  be  abandoned  the  first  day's  march  after  we 
left  Picolata,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  do  any  better. 

DARLON  A.  WILDS, 
Captain  commanding  Tennessee  volunteir  spies. 

District  op  Columbia,  )  .      ^^ 
Washington  county ^     y  ' 

The  foregoing  deposition  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  29th 
day  of  January,  1839. 

CLEMEJST  T.  COOTIS^,  Justice  of  the  Peaee. 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  horse  owned  by  Andrew  J.  Johnson,  in  my 
company,  and  of  the  Tennessee  battalion  of  mounted  volunteers,  under 
the  command  of  Major  W.  Lauderdale,  was  lost  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1837,  by  being  badly  injured  and  crippled  in  crossing  the  St.  Johns  river, 
in  jumping  out  of  a  largp  flat-bottomed  boat ;  that  said  injury  and  loss  was 
unavoidable,  and  without  any  negligence  or  fault  on  the  part  of  the  owner, 
but  happened  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  thp  commanding  oflScor ; 
that  said  horse  was  unable  to  travel  in  consequence  of  said  injury;  and 
was  abandoned  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  the  30lh  day  of  April,  1838. 

DARLON  A.  WOiDS, 
Captain  Tennessee  Volunteers. 

Know  all  mm  by  these  presents,  that  I,  A.  J.  JofansoD,  of  Hamilton 
county,  Teiin^3Bee,  a  private  ia  Captain  WUds's  coBopany  of  Tetmouo^ 
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volanteefs,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  suppressing:  In- 
dian hostilities  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  do  hereby  constitute  and  do 
appoint  Captain  D.  A.  Wilds,  as  aforesaid,  my  true  and  lawful  attorney,  for 
me,  and  in  my  name,  to  receive  from  the  United  States  the  amount  of  pay 
which  I  may  be  entitled  to  receive  for  my  horse  and  equipments,  whidi 
faas  been  valued  and  tnmed  over  to  the  United  States,  ait  Fort  Brooke, 
Tampa  &y.  cur  odierwise  lo^  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales. 

Witness  rny  hand  and  seal,  this  8th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

his 
ANDREW  J.  JOHNSON,    x    {l.  s.] 

mark. 
Witness : 

Edwin  Smith, 
Aechelus  Smith. 

District  op  Columbia.  ) 
Washington  county.      ) 

Personally  came  before  me,  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  Darlon  A.  Wilds,  formerly  captain  commanding  a  company  of 
mounted  Tennessee  volunteer  spies,  under  the  command  of  the  late  Major 
William  Lauderdale,  and  sailh,  on  oath,  that  the  following  account  is  the 
true,  original  valuation  of  Samuel  M.  Love's  and  Andrew  J.  Johnson's 
horses,  both  belonging  to  the  said  Wilds's  company  of  volunteers,  in  the 
campaign  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  including  a  part  of  the  years  1837. 
and  1838,  of  which  the  said  horses  were  valued  in  the  service  by  order  of 
the  commanding  oflScer,  Major  William  Lauderdale,  by  Lieutennr*  G.  B. 
Gaofney  and  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Freeman. 

S.  M.  Love's     horse,  valued  at       .            -  -  -  $U0  00 

saddle,           '«          -            -  -  -  10  00 

bridle,           «...  -  -  3  00, 

martingale,    «          .            -  .  x      .  2  GO 

blanket,         "          -            -  .    -  -  2  50 

halter,            "          -            -  ,-  -  1  50 

$159  00 


A.  3.  Johnson's  horse,  valued  at  -  *  -  -  -  $125  00 

saddle,           *:  .  .  .  -  15  00 

bridle,           «  -  -  .  -  2  00 

martingale,    "  -  -  -  -  1  50 

blanket,         "  .  .  -  -  2  50 

halter,           «<  .  -  -  .  1  50 

"Tir  50 
Deduct  for  saddle,  received  from  Major  William  Lauderdale  -  15  00 

$132  50 


Sworn  before  the  subscriber,  by  Darlon  A.  Wilds,  this  31st  day  of  Jau- 
uary,  1839. 

CLEMENT  T.  COOTE,  J.  P. 
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State  of  Tennessee, 
Hamilton  county. 

Personally  catne  before  me,  William  M.  Davis,  an  acting  justice  cff  the 
peace  in  and  for  said. county,  Samuel  M.  Love,  and  after  being  duly  sworn, 
saith,  on  oath,  that  he  did  serve  six  months  in  the  late  campaign  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  under  the  command  of 
the  late  Major  William  Lauderdale,  in  Captain  D.  A.  Wilds's  company  of 
mounted  Tennessee  volunteer  spies,  including  the  years  1837  and  1838. 

Claimant  further  states,  that  he  has  never  received  from  any  officer  or 
agent  of  the  United  States,  any  horse  or  horses,  or  accoutrements,  mules, 
wagons,  boat,  sleigh,  harness,  nor  any  other  compensation  for  the  same, 
in  lieu  of  the  property  he  lost  in  said  service,  with  the  exception  of  the 
pay  as  a  mounted  horseman,  from  the  time  the  claimant  lost  his  horse  until 
discharged,  of  which  the  pay  roll  will  show  the  department. 

Claimant  further  states,  that  he  has  sustained  the  loss  of  one  horse  and 
rigging,  consisting  of  horse,  saddle,  bridle,  blanket,  &c.,  of  which  he 
refers  the  department  to  the  original  valuation  list,  there  filed  by  Captain 
Wilds,  commanding  the  company. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  14lh  day  of  November,  1838. 

SAMUEL  M.  LOVE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  14th  of  November,  1838. 

WILLIAM  M.  DAVIS, 
Justice  dfthe  Peace^  Hamilton  c&tinti/j  Tennessee. 

State  of  Tennessee: 

I,  Asahel  Rawlings,  clerk  of  the  county  courl  of  Hamilton  county,  do 
certify  that  William  M.  Davis,  whose  name  appears  officially,  in  his  own 
proper  handwriting,  is  now,  and  was,  at  the  date  thereof,  an  acting  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  legally  elected,  commissioned,  and 
sworn  into  office. 

r        -|  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal, 
^^'  ®  J      at  office  in  Dallas,  the  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1838. 

ASAHEL  RAWLINGS,  Clerk, 

District  op  Columbia, 
Washington  city. 

Personally  came  before  me,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 
District,  Darlon  A.  Wilds,  and  after  being  duly  sworn,  makes  the  following 
statement  relative  to  the  loss  of  a  horse  belonging  to  Samuel  M.  Love,  a 
private  in  his  company,  in  the  late  campaign  m  Florida,  including  the 
years  1837  and  1838 :  the  said  Wilds  further  stalc-s,  that  he  did  enlist  the 
said  Love  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a  volunteer,  for  the  term 
of  six  months,  under  the  command  of  the  late  Major  William  Lauderdale^ 
for  suppressmg  Indian  hostilities  in  the  above  named  Territory  :  the  said 
Wilds  further  states,  that  he  was  on  board  of  the  steamboat  at  the  time  Mr. 
Love  lost  his  horse ;  and  thai  Mr.  Love  was  on  duty,  by  order  of  Major 
Lauderdale,  in  charge  of  the  baggage,  consequently  he  was  compelled  to 
ship  his  horse  from  Picolata  up  the  St.  Johns  to  Fort  Lane,  situated  on  the 
west  side  of  Lake*  Harney,  two  or  three  hundred  miles  up  the  St.  Johns 
from  Picolata, 
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Oa  Hr.  LoTe's  arrival  at  Fort  Mellon,  and  myself  being  stationed  at 
Fort  Lane,  some  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  Fort  Mellon,  up  the  river,  I 
^t  permission  to  go  down  to  Fort  Mellon  after  him  and  our  baggage. 
On  my  arrival,  I  found  Mr.  Love  very  sick,  consequently  I  prepared  a  pas- 
sage for  him  and  our  baggage ;  of  which  we  had  to  put  his  .horse  on  a 
craft  we  made  use  of  to  freight  our  provisions  up  the  river,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  a  steamboat,  detailed  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  making  our  way^ 
through  the  lake,  the  hands  on  the  steamboat,  engaged  in  removing  bay 
bales  from  the  stea^nboat  to  the  craft,  struck  the  said  horse  and  knocked  it 
overboard  into  the  said  Lake  Munroe ;  of  which  the  said  horse  received  a 
mortal  wound,  by  falling  upon  an  iron  pin,  fixed  in  the  gunnel  for  the 
purpose  of  rowing  the  boat.    It  being  some  several  miles  from  land,  it  was 
impossible  to  save  the  said  horse;  consequently  sunk,  not  being  able  to 
get  ashore    Furthermore,  I  do  state  that  all  exertions  were  made  to  save 
the  said  horse,  and  that  it  was  not  through  any  neglect  on  part  of  the  said 

LOYC. 

DARLON  A.  WILDS, 
Captain  commanding  Tennessee  volunteer  spies. 

District  of  Columbiji,  )  .      ^ . 
Washington  counit/^      ^  ow   . 

The  foregoing  deposition  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th 
day  of  January,  1839. 

CLEMENT  T.  COOTE,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

1  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  horse  of  Samuel  M.  Love,  a  private  in  my 
company  of  mounted  Tennessee  volunteers,  in  Florida,  was  drowned  in 
Lake  Monroe,  when  passing  on  board  of  a  steamboat  from  Fort  Mellon  to 
Port  Lane,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  commanding  oflBcer,  being  by 
accident  thrown  overboard,  without  any  fault  or  negligence  of  the  owner, 
on  the  25th  of  December,  1837 ;  that  said  Love  was,  on  the  same  day, 
demounted  on  a  horse  furnished  by  me. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  80th  day  of  April,  1838. 

DARLON  A.  WILDS, 
Captain  Tennessee  Volunteers. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Samuel  M.  Love,  of  Hamilton 
county,  Tennessee,  a  private  in  Captain  D.  A.   Wilds's  company  of  Ten- 
nessee volunteers,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  suppres- 
sing Indian  hostilities  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  do  hereby  constitute 
and  do  appoint  Captain  D.  A.  Wilds,  as  aforesaid,  my  true  and  lawful  at- 
torney, for  me,  and  in  my  name,  to  receive  from  the  United  States  the 
MQount  of  pay  which  I  may  be  entitled  to  receive  for  my  horse  and  equip- 
roenis,  which  has  been  valued  and  turned  over  to  the  United  States,  at  Fort 
Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  or  otherwise  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  8th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

SAMUEL  M.  LOVE,    [l.  ».] 

Witness; 

A.  D.  Pbart. 


r 
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Bssitm. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


January  25,  1839. 

3Qbiniued,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Young  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  96.] 

^cmmiitee  on  Roads  cmil  CantUsy  to  which  was  re/erred  the  biU 
nting  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company  apor* 
f  the  public  lands  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed,^  report : 

a  company  described  as  the  <<  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal 
nf*  was  incorporated  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  lUi- 
Che  21st  day  of  February,  1837,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
» connect  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  rivers, 
avoid  several  rapids  in  the  latter  river,  which  are  represented  as 
Dpassable  at  most  seasons  of  the  year,  and  their  passage  at  all  times 
»as,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  The  company  pro- 
» accomplish  this  improvement  by  commencing  the  canal  on  the 

Epi  river,  at  or  near  a  place  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Milan, 
xl  Hampton,  in  Rock  Island  county,  in  said  State  of  Illinois,  and 
.ting  the  same  at  or  near  a  point  on  Rock  river  known  by  the  name 
ear  Tree  point,"  in  the  same  county.  The  point  of  commencement 
former  river  (Mississippi)  is  sixteen  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Rock 
and  the  place  of  termination  on  the  latter  river  (Rock  river)  is 
ighteen  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  length 
nmal  will  not  exceed  four  miles  across  a  narrow  neck  of  low,  level 
land,  communicating  between  the  two  rivers,  of  from  three  to  four 
]  width. 

I  belt  of  land,  Uirough  which  it  is  proposed  to  cut  the  canal,  though 
ly  fertile,  is  nevertheless  too  wet  ana  swampy  for  settlement  and^ 
tion,  and,  consequently,  in  its  present  unreclaimed  state,  offers  no 
ment  to  the  agriculturist,  and  will  most  probably  remain  unsold 
ly  vears  to  come,  if  suffered  to  continue  in  its  present  condition  ;. 
ula  the  proposed  canal  be  excavated,  it  would,  it  is  believ^  have 
nediate  effect  of  redeeming  it  from  its  present  useless  state,  and  ren* 
»roductive,  and  thereby  greatly  add  to  the  respurces  of  that  part  of 
intry,  by  increasing  its  settlement  and  cultivation,  and,  at  the  same 
>  the  public  revenue,  though  to  an  inconsiderable  amount,  by  ren<- 
the  land  saleable, 

Rires,  prinienr 


To  show  the  general  importance  of  the  "  Mississippi  and  Rock  River 
canal,''  although  apparently  very  short  in  its  extent,  as  a  connecting  link 
between  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan'  and  the  Mississippi  river,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  cast  your  eye  upon  the  map  and  trace  the  line  of  the  canal 
from  the  Milwaqkie  river  of  ^he  jakip  ito  tl^  wateiis ,  of  fiocik ,  river,  within 
the  Wisconsin  Territory ;  (to  aid  in  the  construction  of  which  a  grant  of 
land  was  made  by  Congress  at  the  last  session  ;)  from  thetfce  down  Rock 
river  to  "  Sugar  Tree  point ;"  and  from  thence  across  the  narrow,  neck  of 
land  above  described,  along  the  route  of  the  "  Mississippi  and  Rock  River 
canal,"  to  Hampton,  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Rock  liver- cannot  be  navigated  at  present 
with  steamboats  without  great  difficulty  and  danger,  on  account  of  the 
rapids  abo^e  mentioned.  About  three  thiles  above  its  mouth  the  river  is 
represented  as  having  a  descent  of  thirteen  feet  in  the  short  distance  of 
three-quarters  of  a  mile,  which  makes  a  current  so  strong  that  steamboats 
cannot  in  the  general,  without  extraordinary  power,  be  propelled  against  it 
There  are,  also,  other  rapids,  about  fourteen  miles  ahpve  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  about  twenty  rods  below  the  point  at  which  the  canal  will  enter 
the:  river,  so  that  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  all  boats  nayiyifatiDg  this 
river,  either  up  or  down,  willpass  ttnK)Ugh  the  canal  rather  than  en- 
counter t);ieol>stnicti<^ns  above  described;  and  especiaHy  as  it^  is  the  ittten- 
tion  of  the  companv  to  construct  it  of  sufficient  capacity  to  admit  that  class 
of  steamboats  which  is  used;  in  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  above  the  city  of 
St.  Louis.  As  soon  as  the  work  is  finished,  all  the  lead  vnanufaetured  on  the 
waters  of  the  Peekatono)cee  and  the  Upper  Rook  River  country  will  find  its 
w|ty  into  the  Mississippi  through  this  channel,  to  the  cities  xif  Alton  and 
St.  Louis^  foi?  reshipment,  and  from  thence  to  the  moredistant- markets,  of 
New  Orleans  and  th'C  eastern  cities,  Tliere  is,  also,  a  large  and  rapidly  in^ 
creasing  pqpulation  in  the  Rock  River  country,  and  ell  the  products  of  that 
r^ion  will  necessarily  take  the  same  direction.  There  is,  nevertheless,  by 
means  of  this  communication  ai^d  the  propo^  canal  inthe  Wi^coiiaa. 
Territory^  which  is  intended  to- con«iect  the  WatersofLake^  Michigan  widi 
those  of  tipper  Rock  river^  tlie  choice  of  {another  route  ta  thegmat  ecDpo*. 
riumof  the  east,^  by  wayoif  Milwaukie  the  lalres,  and  the  ^e^  and  Htid« 
son  canal,  with  the  additional  advantage  of  receiving  oq  the  retcurn  voyage 
such  commodiUes  as  they  might  prefer  in  exchange  ier  their  lead  and  otha 
products  of  the  copqtry,  sent  tb  market  in  that  direction. 

Inexhaustible  beds  of  stonecoel,  of  a  bituminoos  character^  arefiM^ndiD' 
many  places  on  the  banks  of  Rock  river^  and  within  a  oonvenieDt  distanee 
of  the  canal ;  and  as  no  coal  has  as  yet  been  discovered  north  of  tbisseo 
tion  of  country,  it  is  but  reasotiabjle  to  presume  that  Galena,  Uubuquei 
Mineral  Point,  and  alt  the  miainff  region  of  the  Upper  Mnsissippi,  mtt:be^^ 
saH)Ued  <from  that  qaavter.    Coal  is  now  used  in  idt  the  newly  eonstr^icled^ 
furnaces  for  the  s^ieltihg  of  lead  lore  in  ell  those  places^  and'  nrost^i .  wublKei^ 
ad vjintasa of  the  pipposed  cana),< become  a  source. of  considerable. tiaffie^ 
with  bo&  sections <of>cbontry{  te  theouneis  of  lead  above^ias  eoosumeiii^ 
and  the  people  belew^  in  the  dpuble  capacity  of  nuaers' and  eanrieis^ofi  that 
roost  usipfttl  and  indiqiensable  erlidei 

Tlie  appticaliion  of  the  company  is  for  altemale'  eeetiops  elMg  4hie^^ 
line  of  th^  canal)  extending  m.  width  ibree  sections  deep  on  the  tlortli" 
side,  and  one  section  deep  on  the  south  side  of  the  same)'  cooqpiebeni^gr 
in  the  whole,  a  moiety  of  about  four  miles  in  length|  and  tl]^Q^^j|fi)|g^|^^i)(^, 
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in  width  ;  which,  according  to  the  best  estimate  that  can  be  made,  trill  not 
much  exceed  the  quantity  of  5,000  acres ;  a  quantity  so  small  fls  hoi  to  be 
an  object  with  the  United  States,  but  which  may  be  taade  of  c6nsid^able 
value  to  the  company,  by  reserving  it  from  sale  until  ifte  woA  shallbe 
cwftpteted,  and  the  canal  put  into  successful  ioperation. 

Having  tal^en  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  considering  the  g^e^t  ad^^atl• 
tajes  that  would  probably  result  to  the  community  ttotn  the  ebn^tructidn 
0180  important  a  work,  yonr  committee  would  earnestly  reconrrhend  the 
propriety  of  making  the  donation  of  land  proposed  by  the  bill  which  hits 
been  submitted  for  their  consideration,  and  accordingly  report  the  ^ame 
vilboat  amenlditient,  and  recommend  its  passage. 


AN  ACT  to  incorporate  ihc  Mis:>is5jjppi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  (he  People  of  the  State  of  Ittinois  represented 
ill  the  General  Assembly,  That  all  persons  who  shall  become  stockholders 
pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  and  appointed 
a  body  politic  and  corporate  for  the  term  of  fifty  years,  by  the  name  of  the 
''Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company,"  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing and  maintaining  a  canal,  commencing  at  the  most  etegible  point  at  or 
near  the  town  of  Milan,  in  Rock  Island  county,  on  said  Mississippi  river, 
and  running'  tlience  to  Rock  river,  on  such  route  as  a  majority  of  the  direc- 
tors of  said^  company  shall  determine  to  be  best  adapted  to  the  public  ac- 
crtnuDodation,  and  take,  transport,  carry,  and  convey  property  and  persons 
opon  the  same,  by  the  power  and  force  of  steam,  of  animals,  or  any  me- 
cbaoical  power,  or  any  combination  of  them. 

Sec.  2.  If  the  said  corporation  hereby  created  shall  not  within  two  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act  commence  the  construction  of  said  canal,  and 
expend  at  least  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  thereon,  and  shall  not 
within  four  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  finish  said  canal  And  put  the 
same  in  operation,  then  the  said  corporation  shall  thenceforth  forever  cease, 
and  this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sec.  3.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  one  hundred  nnd 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  deemed  personal  property,  and  be  transferable 
in  such  manner  as  the  said  corporation  simll  by  its  by-laws  direct. 

Sec.   4.    Charles  Oakley,  Charles  S.  Hempstead,  Henry  Ogden,  John 
Whipple,  and  Charles  C.   Willcox,  shall  be  commissioners,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  at  the  said  town  of 
milan,  and  in  the  cities  of  t^rovidence,  New  York,  and  at  such  other  places 
as  the  commissioners  may  deem  expedient,  to  open  baoks  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions to  the  capital  Stock  of  said  corporation,  and  thirty  days'  public 
notice  shall  be  given  by  the  said  commissioners  of  the  time  and  place  of 
openincr  such  tSoks,  in  the  newspaper  printed  in  Galena,  Providence,  and 
New  York,  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  at  the  time  of  any  subscription 
by  any  person  or  persons  for  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  reqnire 
tne  payment  to  them  by  the  person  or  persons  subscribing,  of  ten  dollars  on 
every  one  hundred  dolors  so  subscribed  ;  and  unless  the  same  shall  be  paid, 
the  subscription  shall  be  invalid  and  void,  and  in  case  a  greater  amount  of 

capital  stock  shall  be  subscribed  for  than  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
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thousand  dollars,  the  said  commissioners  shall  distribute  the  stock  in  snch 
manner  as  a  majority  of  them  shall  deem  most  advantageous  to  the  interest 
of  the  corporation ;  and  whenever  the  said  capital  stock  shall  have  been  sub- 
scribed and  distribution  made  as  aforesaid,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practica- 
ble, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners  to  give  thirty  days'  notice  in 
a  public  newspaper  prihted  in  Galenai  Providence,  and  New  York,  for  a 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  or  the  corporation,  to  meet  at  said  town  of 
Milan,  (o  choose  seven  directors,  and  such  election  shall  then \  and  there  be 
made  by  such  stockholders  as  shall  attend  for  that  purpose,  either  in  person 
or  by  lawful  proxy  each  share  of  the  capital  stock,  owned  thirty  days  pre- 
vious to  the  aay  on  which  any  election  for  directors  shall  take  place,  shall 
entitle  the  owner  to  one  vote  either  personally  or  by  lawful  proxy,  and  the 
said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  inspectors  of  the  first 
election  of  directors  of  said  corporation,  and  shall  certify  under  their  hands 
the  nanies  of  those  duly  elected,  and  deliver  over  the  subscription  money 
and  books  to  said  directors ;  and  the  time  of  holding  the  first  meeting  of  the 
directors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  commissioners ;  and  the  said  directors 
shall  cause  such  examinations  and  surveys  for  the  said  canal  to  be  made  as 
may  be  necessary  to  the  selection  by  them  of  the  most  advantageous  line, 
course,  or  way  for  said  canal,  on  the  route  set  forth  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act ;  and  the  said  directors  shall,  after  such  examinations  and  surveys  shall 
be  made,  select,  and,  by  certificates  under  their  hands  and  seals,  designate 
the  line,  course,  or  way  which  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  deem  most 
advantageous  for  the  said  canal.  One  report,  survey,  courses,  and  distances, 
with  the  certificate  annexed  thereto,  shall  be  filed  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  one  to  bo  presented  to  the  recorder  of  Rbck  Island  county, 
to  be  recorded,  filed,  and  preserved,  which  line,  course,  or  way  so  selected, 
certified,  and  recorded,  shall  be  deemed  the  line,  course,  or  way  on  which 
said  corporation  shall  construct  said  canal. 

Sec.  5.  The  first  directors  to  be  chosen  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the 
first  Monday  of  June  in  the  year » next  succeeding  their  election,  and  until 
others  shall  be  chosen ;  and  every  election  of  directors  thereafter  shall  be 
annually  at  Milan,  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  in  each  and  every  year, 
giving  thirty  days'  previous  notice  of  the  same  in  some  public  newspaper, 
published  in  Galena,  Providence,  and  New  York.  All  elections  shall  be 
by  ballot,  and  a  majority  of  votes  given  shall  constitute  a  choice ;  nor  shall 
any  stockholder  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  director,  unless  he  shall  own 
stock  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  dbllars. 

Sec.  6.  In  case  it  should  at  any  time  happen  that  an  election  of  directors 
shall  not  be  made  on  any  day,  when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  ic  ought  to  have 
I.een  made,  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be 
dissolved ;  but  such  election  may  be  held  at  any  other  time  directed  by  the 
bylaws  of  said  corporation  within  sixty  days  after  the  day  in  which  it 
should  have  been  held. 

Sec.  7.  The  corporation  is  hereby  empowered  to  purchase,  receive,  and 
hold  such  real  estate  as  may  be  ntcessary  and  convenient  in  accomplishing 
the  objects  for  which  this  corporation  is  granted,  and  may,  by  their  agents, 
surveyors,  and  engineers,  enter  upon,  and  take  possession  of,  and  use  all 
such  lands  and  real  estate  as  may  be  indispensable  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  their  canal,  and  the  accommodations  required  and  apper- 
laining  thereto,  and  may  also  receive,  hold,  and  take  all  such  voluntary 
grants  and  donations  of  land  and  real  estate  for  the  purpose  of  said  canal 
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as  shall  be  made  lo  said  corporation  by  the  General  Government,  or  any 
lodiYidDaJs,  ta  aid  in  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  accommodation  of 
aid  canal,  completely  vesting  in  said  corporation  the  fee  simple  of  the 
sune.     Bat  aH  lands  or  real  estate  thus  entered  upon  for  materials  or  other- 
wise, which  are  not  donations,  or  owned  by  the  company,  shall  be  pur- 
cbased  by  the  said  corporation  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  same,  at  a 
pice  to  be  agreed  upon  mutually  between  the  parties ;  and  in  case  a  disa- 
greement as  to  ptjce,  and  before  taking  any  materials,  or  making  any  por- 
tioD  of  said  canal  on  said  land,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners, 
superintendeDt,  or  other  authorized  person,  to  apply  to  some  justice  of  the 
pite  of  the  county  where  the  same  may  occur,  who  shall  cause  three  free- 
holders to  be  summoned,  and  after  being  sworn  faithfully  and  impartially 
Id  examine  the  materials  or  ground  to  te  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  com- 
misaoners,  superintendent,  or  other  authorized  person  or  persons,  and  no- 
tice havinsf  been  given  to  the  owner  of  the  property,  said  freeholders  shall 
ftsess  the  daitiages  which  they  shall  believe  such  owner  or  owners  will  sus- 
tain over  and  above  the  additional  value  w|iich  such  lands  will  derive  from 
the  construction  of  s.iid  canal,  and  make  two  written  reports,  signed  by  at 
least  a  majority  of  them,  one  of  which  they  shall  deliver  to  the  commis- 
siooer,  or  other  person  requesting  the  view,  and  the  other  to  the  justice  of 
the  peace ;  and  the  amount  of  damages  and  cost  being  paid  to  the  owner, 
or  deposited  with  the  justice  of  the  peace,  the  road  may  be  located,  con- 
structed, and  materials  taken  ;  but  if  either  party  shall  be  dissatisfied,  an 
appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  by  petition,  stating 
all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  circuit  court  to  whom  such  appeal  shall  be 
proseeoted  shall  direct  such  notice  to  the  owner  and  parties  as  may  be  deem- 
ed fair  and  reasonable,  of  the  time  and  place  of  hearing  the  parties,  and 
opoo  proof  of  due  service  of  such  notice,  and  upon  hearinj^  the  parties, 
aid  court  shall  appoint  three  competent  and  disinterested  freeholders  of  the 
coQDty  in  which  the  land  is  situated  to  be  commissioners  to  appraise  said 
lands,  and  the  damages  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  shall  sustain  by  reason 
of  their  appropriation  to  the  uses  of  said  company.     The  said  commis- 
sioners  shall  cause  due  notice  in  writing  to  be  served  on  said  owner  or 
owners,  or  in  case  of  absence,  to  be  left  at  his  or  their  usual  place  of  resi- 
dence, of  the  time  when  they  will  act  on  the  premises  ;  they  shall  examine 
the  lands,  may  administer  oaths  and  hear  testimony,  and  shall  make  their 
appraisement  in  writing  without  delay  under  their  hands,  with  an  accurate 
description  of  the  land  appraised,  with  a  map  thereof,  awarding  to  the 
ovner  or  owners  thereof  what  they  shall  deem  to  be  due  and  the  full  value 
thereof,  as  also  the  damages,  if  any,  they  otherwise  may  sustain  from  the 
making  and  maintaining  of  said  canal,  and  report  the  same  with  the  testi- 
mony taken  to  the  court.     The  court  shall  examine  said  report,  and  if  re- 
qoired  by  either,  hear  the  parties  in  relation  thereto,  and  increase  or  dimin- 
ish the  damages  and  valuation,  if  the  court  shall  be  satisfied  that  injustice 
has  been  dpne ;  and  the  commissioners  shall  be  allowed  such  sum  for  their 
services,  and  such  costs  shall  be  allowed  to  the  parties,  as  the  court  may 
deem  right  and  just,    ^nd  said  court  shall  make  a  decree  for  the  payment 
of  damages  and  conveyance,  describing  the  land,  and  reciting  the  appraise- 
ment of  damages  and  the  mode  of  making  it,  and  all  other  facts  necessary 
for  a  compliance  with  this  act.    And  when  the  order  or  decree  shall  be  fully 
complied  with  on  the  part  or  behalf  of  the  company,  the  company  shall  be 
posseted  of  all  such  lands  or  real  estate,  and  may  enter  upon,  and  take 
P<)sae8sion  of,  and  use  the  same  for  the  purposes  of  said  canal. 
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Sec.  8.  In  case  any  tn^trried  woman,  infant,  idiot,  or  insane  person,  or 
non-resident  of  the  State,  who  shall  not  appear  aft^r  such  notice,  shall  be 
interested  in  any  such  lands  of  teal  estate,  the  circtiit  court  shall  appoint 
some  competent  and  disinterested  person  to  appear  before  tfie  said  commis- 
sioners and  act  f6r  and  in  their  'behalf 

Sec.  9.  The  said  corporation  is  hereby  authorized  and  eiripoWed  to  regu- 
late the  time  and  manner  in  Which  goods,  passengers,  and  property  stiall 
be  transported,  taken,  and  carried  6n  the  same,  and  shall  haVe  power  to  erect 
and  maintain  toll-houses,  and  other  buildings  necessary  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  their  concerns,  aJid  from  time  to  time  to  fix,  regulate,  demand,  and 
receive  the  tolls  and  charges  by  theta  to  be  received  for  transportation  of 
pei^ns  and  property  on  said  canal. 

Sec.  ro.  u  any  persons  shall  wilfully  do  or  cause  to  be  done  any  act  or 
^cts  whatsoever,  whereby  a?ny  buildings,  construction,  or  work  of  the  said 
CoirpoTatlon,  or  any  matter  6r  thing  appertoining  to  the  same,  shall  be  stopped, 
obstructed,  injtired,  or  destroyed,  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  cor- 
porition  double  the  amount  6f  damages  sustained  by  pieans  of  such  offence 
or  injury,  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  said  corporation,  with  costs  of  suit, 
by  action  of  debt,  and  shall  be  subject  to  indictment  and  plmishmmt  for 
the  crime  and  offence  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  11.  Ail  the  officers  and  agents  necessary  to  carry  on  and  superin- 
tend the  interest  of  the  corporation,  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  and 
continue  in  office,  as  the  directors  shall  determine  and  point  out  in  the  by- 
laws and  general  regulations  of  the  company ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
directors  to  require  payment  of  the  sums  to  be  subscribed  to  the  capital 
3tock,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  proportions,  and  on  such  conditions  as  they 
shall  deem  fit  and  right,  under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  all  previous 
payments  thereon,  and  shall  give  notice  of  the  payments  thus  required,  and 
of  the  place  and  time  when  and  where  the  same  are  to  be  paid,  at  lea^l  thirty 
dajrs  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  same,  in  a  public  newspaper  printed  in 
Galena,  Providence,  and  New  York.* 

Sec.  12.  The  said  corporation  may  make  out  and  establish  such  by-laws 
rules,  and  regulations  as  shall  from  time  to  time  appear  necessary  for  the 
good  government  of  the  same,  and  the  preservation  and  due  management 
of  their  property,  interest,  and  affairs. 

Sec.  13.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  the  right  to  fering  suit  in  any 
court  in  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  prosecute  to  judg- 
ment and,  recovery,  and  defend  when  sued  both  inlaw  and  equity,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  such  corporation  by 
the  common  and  statute  laws  governing  the  case  ought  and  should  of  right 
have  ;  and  in  like  manner  the  company  may  be  sued  in  any  court  in  the 
State  which,  according  to  the  rules  of  law  and  equity,  can  take  cognizance 
of  the  case.  The  whole  of  the  stock  of  the  company  and  corporation  shall 
be  deemed  personal  property,  and,  together  with  all  the  tools,  implements, 
machinery,  and  apparatus  of  every  description,  used  and  employed  or  on 
hand  belonging  to  the  company,  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  executed,  and 
sold  after  judgment,  to  make  good  any  contract,  agreement,  or  stipulation 
made  by  any  agent,  superintendent,  or  authorized  person,  arid  it  shall  be  a 
sufficient  service  of  process  to  serve  the  same  either  on  the  president  of  the 
board  of  directors,  or  the  secretary  of  the  company,  and  in  case  of  absence 
to  leave  a  copy  at  the  office  thereof. 
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Sec.  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  secretary  to  make 
oul  a  just  and  true  statement  in  relation  to  the  condition  and  acts  of  diis 
corporatioD,  and  shall  make  return  thereof  to  the  Legislature  at  each  regu- 
lar session  thereof,  to  the  truth  of  which  statement  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary shall  make  oath,  and  certify  the  same  under  their  hands. 

Sec.  15.  The  State  reserves  to  itself  the  power  to  repeal,  alter,  or  amend 
this  act,  if  the  public  good  shall  so  require :  Provided,  however,  That  if 
the  said  corporation  shall  commence  or  complete  the  said  canal  according 
to  the  provisions  of  thi^  act,  and  shall  not  infringe  or  violate  their  charter, 
then,  il  this  act  be  repealed,  the  faith  of  the  State  is  hereby  pledged  to  pay 
to  the  said  corporation  the  cost  of  said  canal,  locks,  toll-houses,  and  sur- 
leys,  with  interest  from  the  time  the  same  were  severally  finished  and  no 
mm,  and  the  same  shall  forever  thereafter  vest  in  and  be  the  property  of 
the  State  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

JAMES  SEMPLE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
WM.  H.  DAVIDSON, 

Speak^  of  the  Senate. 
Approtsi>,  2\st  February,  1837. 

JOSEPH  DUNCAN. 

State  of  Illinois, 
Office  of  Secretary  of  State. 

I,  Alexander  P.  Field,  Secretary  of  State,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fore- 
going is  a  true  and  perfect  copy  of  the  enrolled  bill  now  on  file  in  my  office. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused 
[fEAL.]  the  great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  affixed.    Done  at  Yandalia,  this 
24th  day  of  February,  1837. 

A.  P.  FIELD,  Secretary  of  S^aie. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  1,  1889. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


Mr.  MouTON  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  8ccoin|Miny  Senate  bill  Nu.  263.] 

^ifmmiUee  on  Private  Land  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
ofAlbm  Michel^  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  J.  B,  de  Ltisser,  praying 
I  certain  titles  to  land  may  be  confirmed^  make  the  following  report : 

» petition  of  the  heirs  of  J.  B.  de  Lusser,  deceased,  late  of  Mobile,  re- 
ts that  the  French  Government,  in  1763,  granted  to  the  said  J.  B.  de 
r  a  tract  of  land  between  the  rivers  Tensaw  and  Mobile,  beginning  at 
int  of  junction  of  those  rivers,  and  extending  about  one  league  dowa 
rer,  to  the  plantation  of  the  heirs  of  Rochon,  as  appears  by  the  origi- 
k,  marked  A.  The  petitioners  further  represent,  that  J.  B.  de  Lusser 
ased,  on  the  16th  of  June,  1757,  from  a  Mr.  Berthelot,  a  plantation  on 
7cr  Taouacha,  the  right  to  which  was  ratified  by  the  French  Gov- 
SQtoD  the  27th  of  December,  1763,  and  subsequently  recognised  by  the 
h  antborities,  as  will  appear  by  the  documents  annexed,  marked  B,  C, 

•  The  petitioners  further  represent,  that  the  said  French  Govern- 

•  granted  to  the  mother  of  said  J.  B,  de  Lusser,  under  whom  your  peti- 
iiseWm  as  heirs,  two  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  by  regular  and  com- 
'  concessions,  one  bearing  date  16th  June,  1757,  the  other  10th  Ocio- 
1762 ;  all  whereof  will  appear  by  the  documents  annexed,  marked  F,  G. 

petitioners  further  represent  that,  in  1765,  the  British  authorities 
Mto  H.  de  Bonille,  brother  of  .1.  B.  de  Lusser,  under  whom  the  peti- 
in  also  claim,  a  document  of  title  for  a  tract  of  land  on  Dog  river,  in 
loir  county  of  Mobile,  having  about  three  leagues  front  with  forty 
5  depth.  (See  title  annexed,  marked  H.)  The  petitioners  further  re- 
int,  that  the  French  Government  granted  to  J.  B.  de  Lusser  a  tract  of  land 
{on  the  Bay  of  Mobile,  having  four  arpens  front  by  forty  arpens  depth, 
^  about  two  miles  from  Mobile,  the  grant  wherefor  has  been  lost,  but 
^nstoice  whereof  is  proved  by  an  extract  from  the  judicial  inventory 
to  annexed,  marked  I,  on  record  among  the  Spanish  archives  deposited 
le  cocnty  court  of  Mobile  county ;  all  which  tracts  of  land  were  pos- 
ed and  cultivated  by  de  Lusser  in  his  lifelitne,  nccordin;:  to  the  ti^a^e?, 
J  of  the  laws  under  which  the  titles  were  acquired,  as  wilf  nppt^ar  by  the 
Ittice  annexed,  marked  K,  L,  M.  The  jKniiioners  further  represent,  that 
si the  land  office  was  opened  under  (he  act  of  Con^rifts   lor  adjtistmc 
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claims  to  lands  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  within  which  the 
lands  are  situate,  they  being  residents  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  deliv^ 
their  title  papers  to  the  late  Mr.  Zenon  Orso,  to  have  them  recorded  in 
above  land  office ;  but  the  death  of  Mr.  Orso  prevented  his  so  doing,  and 
petitioners  were  not  able  to  recover  their  titles  tintil  since  the  close  of 
said  land  office.  The  petitioners  having  established  an  equitable  rigt 
the  lands  and  lots  they  claim,  pray -for  a  law  to  confurm  them  in  the  p 
erty  above  specified,  which  has  been  universally  considered  as  l^tiraa 
theirs,  through  a  long  series  of  years. 


[SENATE.]  [1741 


MEMORIAL 

OP 

IBBR  OP  CORDWAINERS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OP 

COLUMBIA, 

PBATINO 

I  of  so  much  of  the  "  Act  concerning  the  government  and 
t  of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,^  as  author- 
aarden  to  let  out  the  labor  of  the  convicts  by  contract. 


February  2, 1839. 

to  the  Commiuev  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  or4ered  to  be  printed. 


arable  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Bepresentatives  in  Congress 

assembled : 

rial  of  the  nudersignedy  journeymen  cord wainers  of  the  District 

of  Qoli)mbia, 

JL.LT  REPRESEira^S  I 

"  an  act  concerning  the  government  and  discipline  of  the 
f  in  the  District  of  Columbia,''  approved  on  the  third  day  of 
9,  the  warden  of  said  penitentiary  is  empowered  to  let  out  the 
le  convicts  by  contract :  That  under  said  law,  as  your  m6- 
tre  prepared  to  prove^  the  labors  of  the  convicts  in  said  peni- 
e  let  out  by  contract  to  a  certain  Andrew  Hoover,  who  has 
ened  an  extensive  ^<  boot  and  shoe  store,"  under  the  name  of 
£n,  manufacturer,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  printed  card: 
>Qr  memorialists  aver  and  can  prove,  said  "  boot  and  shoe  store" 
irnished  by  "the  labors  of  convicts  let  out  by  contract:"  That 
r  is  thus  enabled,  by  the  cheapness  of  convict  labor,  to  furnish 
hoes  at  such  lowprices  as  to  insure  to  his  establishment  a  great 
sing  custom :    That  your  memorialists  will  consequently  be 

of  employment,  and  deprived  of  their  only  means  of  livelihood. 

memorialists  do  mote  than  recapitulate  the  facts  to  so  en- 
ind  patriotic  A  body  as* the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 

repeal  of  so  obnoj^ious  and  unjust  a  law  ?  What  can  be 
that  lefi;isiative  policy  which  woula  exalt  the  labors  of  cohvicted 
re  the  honest  industry  of  a  whole  community? — a  policy,  the 
lency  of  which  is  to  fill  the  cells  of  your  penitentiary  with  ther 
ims  of  cruel  legislation  ? 

at  is  the  objebt  and  end  of  this  oppressive  law  ?    It  would  be  a 
the  American  name  to  impute  a  sordid  motive  to  the  Congrj^ 

s,  printers. 
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who  passed  the  act;  and  though  it  would  seem  that  the  Government 
intendfid  to  remunerate  itself  for  the  maintenance  of  convicts  even  at  the 
expense  of  honest  citizens^  yet  your  memorialists  do  not  and  cannot 
believe  that  so  paltry  a  motive  mingled  in  the  enactment  of  this  unwise 
law ;  they  are  proud  to  beUeve  that  such  consequences  as  have  resulted 
were  not  foreseen  by  the  legislators  who  framed  that  law,  and  that  in  the 
haste  of  modelling  the  penitentiary  system,  this  baneful  provision  was 
inadvertently  introduced.  And  now  your  memorialists  appeal  to  every 
republican  feeling  of  an  American  Congress  to  obliterate  from  your  statute 
book  a  law  whicn,  in  its  practical  disreo^ard  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen^ 
would  disgrace  the  most  ruthless  code  of  modern  despotism.  Your 
memorialists  go  further,  and  urge  this  appeal  upon  those  high  obligations 
of  a  government  to  protect  its  citizens  in  their  immunities,  where  no  just 
cause  intervenes.  And  where  is  the  injury  to  Government,  if  this  law  is 
repealed  ?  Let  the  mechanical  labors  of  your  convicts  be  confined  to  the 
uses  of  the  Government,  to  the  equipment  of  your  sailors  and  soldiers 
with  shoes,  or  in  such  other  way  as  the  public  use  may  require.  And  if 
this  cannot  be  done,  rather  sink  the  expense  of  maintaining  your  convicts 
than  prejudice  one  honest  freeman.  But  do  not,  we  entreat  you,  longer 
suffer  your  memorialists  to  be  crushed  by  the  slavish  rivalry  of  con- 
demned felons.  As  freemen  and  Americans,  we  implore  you  to  avert  this 
disgrace  from  our  country,  and  this  heavy  injury  from  ourselves.  And, 
as  m  duty  bound,  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


/ 

James  Anderson,  manufacturer 


J.  C.  White, 

do. 

Matthew  Sexsmith, 

do. 

John  Sexsmith, 

do. 

Clasett  &  Clark, 
Walter  Clarke, 

do. 

do. 

Walter  M.  Clarke, 

do. 

Jos.  B.  Ford, 

do. 

J.  Mills, 

do. 

Samuel  Cooper, 

do. 

William  Gahan, 

do. 

Wm.  Thumlert, 

do. 

VV  m.  Parsons, 

do. 

R.  Cropley, 

do. 

Jas.  M.  Towers 

do. 

J.  Cogswell, 

do. 

W.  Lang, 

do. 

Thomas  Creaser 

Thomas  Mitchell 

H.  J.  Sturges 

James  Higby 

Stephen  Simons 

Thomas  Sylvester 

Richard  Furtner 

\ 

W.  Jeffries 

Wm.  Ryan 

C.  J.  Kauffs?-m 

C.  F.  Parker 

John  R.  Knott 
Benedict  Spalding 
John  Johnston 
John  Reeder 
William  Padfi;el 
John  McCielUm 
Henry  Howard 
Alexander  Shank 
Samuel  Weer 
George  Johnston 
James  H.  Kerby 
Edward  Fayman 
A.  Jenkins 

Florence  S.  McCarthy 
James  W.  Watson 
Charles  C.  Owens 
Jiimes  Bely 
John  Forrest 
John  Granger 
Leonard  B.  PhilpotI 
William  Harper 
Eli  Davis 

Thomas  N.  Brashears 
James  Parsons 
John  Williams 
H.  A.  Williams 
Landon  Thompson 
Robert  Waters 
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Edward  Davis 

wmnn 

William  A.  Clements 

cholson 

Richard  Flowers 

e 

J.  Davidson 

j66 

James  Lesbjr 

tment 

Henry  Boswell 

imes 

Wm.  Croggon 

Grimes 

L.  Shake]s 

•son 

W.  McCaflTerty 

>augh 

Thomas  J.  Jones 

yiiller 

Peter  Croul 

3 

Johnson  Simonds 

Michael  Nash 

mon 

Thomas  Buckley 

imes 

Wm.  Dniry 

line 

Francis  Wollard 

legeU 

William  Flaherty 

jr 

J.  J.  Conley 

ison 

John  Parkinson 

3  Wallingsford 

Thomas  Tanner 

Ratcliff 

Geor^  Turtres 
'Edwin  Dennison 

Clements 

Elijah  Edmonston 

W.  L.  Fayman 

igon 
iker 

Thomas  Abbot 

John  Roww(^ 

itDey 

Wm.  Bond 

mond 

Madison  Gassawav 

• 

««A  CARD. 

d fashionable  boot  and  shoe  store,  immediately  opposite  Broumfs 
le  house  formerly  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Dix  as  a  clothing  store, 
ors  east  of  the  Mammoth  Golden  Boot,  where  may  be  found  a 
:eneral  assortment  of  boots  and  shoes  of  every  description,  viz: ' 
irs  gentlemen's  fine  and  coarse  Boots, 
o.  f'rench  calfskin  Nullifiers. 
o.  first  quality  Monroes  do. 
o.  second  quality    do.    do. 
o.  coarse  Brogans  do.  single  soles, 
o.      do.        oo.        do.  double  soles,  nailed,  for  laboren. 
o.  boys'  fine  and  coarse  Bootees, 
[o.  misses'  and  children's    do. 

lo.  ladies'  kid,  morocco,  and  sealskin — thin  and  thick  soles,  suita- 
ble for  the  season, 
der  with  all  other  articles  in  the  line  of  Boots  and  Shoes,  all  of 
made  by  faithful  workmen,  and  warranted, 
iaily  expected  firom  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  a  supply  of 
tin,  Kid,  and  Morocco,  from  the  most  fashionable  establishments, 
say  to  the  gentlemen  of  Washington  and  strangers  visiting  the 
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metropolis,  that  we  have  made  arrangements  with  the  most  fashionable 
establishments  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  to  furnish  us  with  boot^ 
of  the  most  fashionable  style.  Any  gentlemen  favoring  us  with  their,  cus- 
tom, and  preferring  their  work  made  in  either  of  the  above  named  cities, 
can  leave  their  measure  with  us,  and  the  articles  shall  be  ordered  by  us, 
and  at  our  risk. 

<<  We  also  make  to  order  all  kinds  of  gentlemen's  and  ladies'  boots  aud 
shoes,  which  will  be  made  in  the  most  fashionable  style,  and  of  the  best 
materials  that  this  or  any  other  country  can  produce.  As  our  intentipn  is 
to  sell  for  cash  only,  punctuality  may  be  positively  relied  on. 

<<  As  to  my  own  merits,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing ;  M  the 
two  gentlemen  by  whom  I  have  been  employed  for  the  last  three  years  have 
done  ample  justice  to  me  as  a  practical  workman. 

"  T.  B.  GRIFFIN,  Manufactuw. 

<<N.  B. — Four  or  five  first  rate  workmen  on  both  branches  of  thelmsi* 
ness  will  find  immediate  emplojrmeat  by  calling  as  above.'^ 


25th  C0NORBS8,  [  SENATE.  1  T  175  1 

adSeasiom.  *-  "' 


mMOWAL 

OP 

A  miMBBR  OF  CIT^ENS  OP  PHILADELPHIA, 

PRATIltfl 

The  erection  of  piers  in  the  Delaware  rinerjOt  er  near  Delesware  (Jitf- 


"^^ 


February  2,  1899. 

Referred  to  the  poix^miUee  qn  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  and  Mquse  of  fiepresentqtives  qf  the  United  ^ates  qf 

America  in  ,  Congress  assenibled: 

The  inemorial  of  the  subsor^)ersy  ship  ovfneis,  ship  masters,  merchants, 
traders,  and  citu^^z^  of /the  city ;  ana  county  of  rhiladelohia,  who  are 
interested  in  tlie.traiie  of  q^d  district . passing  up  and  qown  the  river 
Delaware, 

ReBPECTFULLT   REPRESE^rrs   TO   YOUR   HONORABLE    BODIES : 

That  they  have  long  been  convinced  thai  the  convenience  and  Sfifety  of 
the  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  adjoiniofi^  Sut^  QiNetw  Jersey  and 
Delaware,  as  well  as  th^  eastern  States,  wijil  pe  grea^  projoooted  by  the 
erection  of  piers  <m  the  ritfer:  Delaware,,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  tha  Dela- 
ware and  Chesapeake  c^al,  aUd  that  all  the  commercial. and  agricultural 
interests  of  those  parts  i^.j^e  SttaOes  of  New.  Jersey,  Delaw&re,  aiid,]^enn* 
sylvaxiia,  adjoining  the  bay  And  the  river,  Delawai!e,  would  be  greatly  bene- 
fitted by  such  pieks,  polrticolarly  in  tbe  winter  season.  When  thf^re  is  boating 
ice  in  the  riter.XMaMrar^  Ye9^$  are  piavanted  from  arrivin|[  at,  an4  de;» 
parting  from,  our  wW«e0  for ;  the  want  of  pt^itahle  and  sulUcient  ice  har- 
bors on  said  river.  Tb8y;deetAtbe  eastern  debouclie  of  the  ChesapeiJie 
and  Delaware  canal  would  fe^s  iilie\pf  great  importance,  being  n|id\i^ay  ^ 
tween  Reedy  island  (thfl.firal:  haitbor  on  the  river)  and  New,  Castla  It  l^e- 
^ently  hai^ns  that  veflS0b3.MaVe  Reedy  island  in  the  q^peefa^on  oi 
reaching  New  Castle,  hifora  itbM  change  pf  tide,  but,,  qwing  to  ligjtii;  winds 
and  other  causes,  tbfryinot  ttPfx^^Q^ntlyrp^l  th§  tidei^bpfi^  Delaware  City,' 
and  again  take  shelter  aC^R^edvf  Vlllind ;  and  it  often  happens,  in  the  winter 
seasctp.  that  the  harbor  or.^e^air  i3}and  ia  en^eiy  clpfttd  ,with  ice,  owing  to 
its  location  between  the  illanid/aQd  the  Del^aie  nbqpre^.  while  ^e  harbor 
at  Delaware  Cit|f.  ia  dqafljcoly  crar  pbstrui;;^  \iy  ice,  ifrqni  Us  pi?(puliftr  .situa- 
tion at  the  head  of  the  jbfty.      (     ' 

Tour  memorialiM  llUjr:  beUe3ie.>)that  your  honorable  b^ieq  aia  disposed 
to  deal  justly,  and  eraagttief&tlriy,  withJlK«ft;  thf9y,4hwA^ei  ;^it^ g^eat 

Blur  ft  RiTCi^  printeii*  '  ^^ 
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confidence,  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  make  appropriation  for  piers  at 
Delaware  City,  and  they  ask  it  the  more  confidently  from  a  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  ttie  honorable  Secretary  of  War  has  caused  an  engineer  of  the 
Government  to  make  a  plan  for  said  harbor,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
the  same ;  both  of  which  are  deposited  in  the  Engineer  Department,  and 
to  which  you  are  most  respectfully  referred. 

This  subject  has  before  received  the  favorable  consideration  of  your 
honorable  bodies,  and,  in  the  year  1833,  an  appropriation  was  ipade  for 
this  object,  but,  being  part  of  a  bill  which  made  large  appropriations  for 
internal  improvements  which  the  then  President  of  the  Unitea  States  deemed 
unconstitutional,  he  vetoed  the  whole  bill,  although  there  was  no  objection 
made  by  him  to  this  appropriation. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  desire  a  candid  examination  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  you  will  make  the  necessary  appropriation  to  accomplish 
this  object ;  and  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


Simeon  Toby,  President  of  the  In- 
surance  Company  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvanta. 

Charles  H.  Baker,  President  of  the 
PhUaJnsurance  Ctmpo^ny, 

The  PhcBuix  Insurance  Company 
of  PhUadelphia,  by  J.  K.  Mu- 
cherer,  Secretary. 

Jacob  Sulger,  jr..  President  of  the 
Marine  Insurance  Company  of 
Philadelphia. 

Nathan  Trotter 

Condy  Raguet,  President  of  the  At- 
lantic msurance  Company. 

William  Young,  President  of  the 
United  States  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

Richard  S.  Smith,  President  of  the 
Union  Insurance  Company  of 
Philadelphia. 

William  Craig,  President  Ameri- 
can Insurance  Company  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Stej^en  Baldwin 

J.  W.  Odenheimer 

Pearson  Serrill 

Jos.  Emlen,.  President  Delawea^e 
Insurance  Company  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

John  C.  Smith,  President  of  the 
Insurance  Company,  N.  A. 

Charles  S.  Richie,  President  Wash- 
ington Insurance  Company. 

Matthew  C*  Ralston 

John  L.  Ferguson,  master  warden 
qf  the  part  of  PhUadetphia. 


Richards  &  Birpham 
Richard  P.  Remington 
L.  Nicolson 
J.  Cowperthwait 
Manuel  Eyre 
Charles  P.  Massey 
Geo.  Clarkson 
Lincoln  &  Wyars 
Elton  &  Ruddach 
S.  Morris  Wain  &,  Co. 
John  S.  Riddle 
W.  H.  Winder 
Al.  Barclay 
Geo.  Guier 
Alfred  Cope 
David  Ranker 

C.  King  &,  Co. 
Grant  Stone 
John  White 
Haddock  &  Haseltine 
Thos.  W.  Horgan  fc  Co. 
Michael  Trinbat 

W.  J.  Stroup 
A.  M.  Jones 
John  Satean 
John  Farr 
KS.  Newbold 
William  Phillips 

D.  Davis,  jr. 
Henry  Troth 
Thos.  Firth 
Mordecai  D.  Lewis 
John  Bohley 
Charles  H.  Baker 
Jos.  T.  Mather 
Joshua  LippincotI 


[175] 


Edwin  Swift  Daniel  P.  Bussier 

dandios  Harper  W.  S.  Watison 

William  Boiler  John  H.  Setford 

Chades  Masaey,  jr.  Thos.  Moore 

Joseph  R.  MaEsey  Thos.  Webster,  jr. 

C.  R.  Paynter  John  M.  Barclay 

M.  Chanibers  H.  S.  Baker 

Enoch  Evans  Dayid  S.  Brown 
lohn  Phillips 


i 


25th  CoNO&Bss,  [  SENATE.  1  I  1 715  1 


I 


3d  Sesswn. 


PETITION 


OF 


MIRA  M.  ALiEXANDER, 


Only  surviving  child  <md  heir  of  Oecrge  Madison^  praying  remuner€h 
tim  for  his  services  and  sacrifices  while  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 


January  8,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  RevolutionaTy  Claims. 

February  4,  1839. 

Ordered  to  be  priated,  to  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  267. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  i^aies : 

Thfe  undersigned,  Mint  M.  Alexander, 

Kebpectfully  represents  : 

That  her  fitther,  George  Madison,  near  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
m,  before  he  bad  quite  attained  the  age  of  maiihood,  volunteered  in  the 
iBTFice  of  his  country  ^nder  the  command  of  bis  relation,  Q)lonel  William 
IVestoDy  of  Virginia^  and  fought  in  one  of  the  actions  in  which  bis  regiment 
vas  engaged.    Soon  after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war  he  emigrated 
toKentudcy,  and  participated  in  almost  ail  the  Tndian  campaigns  which 
the  revolutionary  stniggle  brought  on  the  people  of  the  west ;  besides  sharing 
ia  many  of  the  defensive  conflicts  with  the  savages  in  the  ponfines  of  the 
then  district  of  Kentucky,  he  accon^panied  Generals  Scott,  Wilkinson, 
Adair,  and  St.  Clair  in  their  successive  canipaigns  against  the  Indian^  north- 
vest  of  the  Ohio  river.    In  Adair's  defeat  be  was  shot  through  the  hipe, 
ttd  in  St  CSlair's  had  his;  arm  broken  by  a  ball ;  bis  limb  was  so  torn  and  ^ 
Mattered  and  such  was  the  loss  of  blood  that  he  was  incapable  of  moving 
from  the  field  with  a  rapidly  retreating  anpy,  and  was  oiUy  s^ved  by  the 
afiction  of  a  soldier  of  his  company,  who  bore  him  on  his  back  for  a  short 
distance,  diverging  from  the  route  of  the  retreat,,  and  secreting  him  from 
the  pmroen,  put  it  in  his  power^  by  a  devious  ajQcl  slow  progress  throusfh 
the  trackless  woods,  to  regain  the  settlements.   Immediately  atter  the  decla- 
nation  of  war  with  Great  Britain  he  raised  a  battalion  ot  volunteers  and 
Impaired  to  the  jQroiitiers  of  Ohio  to  save  them  from  the  incursions  of  ti^p 
Indians,  and  to  drive  the  EngUsh  invaders  from  Detroit,    He  led  on  his 
command  in  the  battle  of  the  18th  of  January,  at  the  River  Rajsin,  and  his 
moorage  andconduct  were  conspicuous  in  securing  the  victory  of  that  day. 
0&  the  disastrous  22d  of  January,  at  the,  ^am^  place,  his  was  the  only  por- 
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tion  of  the  army  that  maintained  its  position  ;  lie  continued  (he  battle.after 
the  troops  under  General  Winchester,  Ck)Ionel  Lewis,  and  Colonel  Allen 
were  defeated  and  destroyed  in  the  retreat ;  he  ordered  back  the  flag  which 
brought  him  intelligence  from  the  British  line  that  the  captured  .^erican 
General  had  entered  into  a  capituiation  fortfte  surrender  of  those  under  his 
command ;  and  was  only  induced  to  yield  by  the  remonstrances  of  his 
principal  officers,  without  whose  heavty  concurrence  and  co-operation  the 
charge  which  he  had  resolved  to  make  with  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to 
carry  the  British  caimoDv  he  knew  ibiiist  piiove  ineObtiual. 

After  he  became  a  prisoner,  under  the  surrender  of  General  Winchester, 
ha  wo»vmny!9}ted  ta  Ottebee;;  i^nd^  [^ubj^eid  to  a  loj^'qii^  rig^oqa  opnfind- 
roent  ki<  tfie  {u-^soiKS  of  th«A  city  ;  h^  waa,hel4  ^  ^  bpsfagc  apdtaiitaected 
tp  this  close  custody  under  the  retaliatory  system  which  grew  oiit  af  the 
oetermination  of  the  British  Government  to  punish  as  guilty  of  high  treason 
those  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  (once  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,)  who  might  be  takeilihi  arMs  againsftiber.  The  fatigue  and  hard- 
ships encountered  by!  Mei^MadisDfi^diiriog)  a  wintiei^'s  campaign  in  a  ri^- 
rous  climate,  to  which  he  was  unaccqstpmed,h|id  enfeebled  his  constitution 
before  he  became  a  prisoner,  and  tlie  danipness'  and  coldness  of  the  jail  at 
Quebec  fastened  the  disease  on  his  lUngs,  which  brought*  him  prematurely 
to  the  grave.  He  lingered  only  a  few  years  after  he  reached  home.  During 
his  absence  his  small  estate,  a  bare  (Competency  which,  from  his  devotion  to 
the  public  service  infttted  of*  faiVpri^ale  interoclt,.  hadvnt:^  increased  beyond 
|iis  inhetitance^  was  somewhat  dilapidated,  but  the  only  calamity  which  he 
felt,  as  a  consequeose^at  hUi  dbteotibh,,  wa?  Ifae  dreaddbl  and  tragical  death 
of  one  of  his  children  whom  he  had  left  parentless  at  home.  This  sorest  of 
all  his  afflictions  probably  hastened  the  progress  of  the  diteaset^hichhar^ 
strips  fi^dcohtyact^d  ;  h^dSi^iii  (81(9.  ^He  ^^e&f»6'6itL^mi(iS^  KmI  just 
cdled  him  to  thid  ohi^f  Dd^i^iTettty  hy' tiil>  !i««i!i¥nldti6f  sfufflag^  r  ^^  J^'i  ' 
however,  the  |)(itsfbr^tie  to  see  the  Mltdpirt^'  grat^ftiiJ  instiiStttida  tMtted 
b  afaherali,  Hb^b^y  SV6i^  bfMgfei'ftom  i^^^ resid^nidddC it  frimd^  oom^ 
^Tty  miT^s  fVdfti  the  capitafl,  fwhitBer  li^  h^  m(ii«6di  in  tbs  hoj^*  of  recniit 
ing*  hid  st^h^ih,)  tb  me  g^v^hifaiMV  nldn^^i  llMtt  ttf ey  lii^^ 
ihSuiiifttl^atrsfactSoh  <rf  phyihj^  tUo^  ht^nots  tci  hitt^c^thdogfc'  d^ttd)  wIM 
th6yhop<efi  to  confer  on  hfrn-wfiile  Ivvlng.  ^9  meiinitihoiy  iUn^rd,  t^d 
thon^tid$ .  oi^  his  sorrowit^  eomftrynaen  ftttendedt,  ^i^nhe  nM^le^nibiMh 
ment  tofecj' tiy  their  re|H<e8ehtatf%«9^  is  tny  oniy  s(4bee,  iici  his' dbseeddtei^ 
cforived  fr6i^  iVit  )mt\\teent&  of  ti)Rs^  country  he^  ^  at^ous^  fierv^^  an#  sb 
^fl^ntly  de^ndefdt  Re^troulli  faev^,  fb)F  the'  blt)^^  h^  ^lUdd,  tte  s^Af^ing»^M 
d^diited,  or  th0  T6^^  h^  s^tiktkihed  ii^  the*  piAlWM9^f^^%  Piteiw  petmA^ 
cotppensMibn,.  altfiough^  seve^l '  of  hif>  <)Dinradeisi  md>  fti^di^,  m>tinA'M  ik 
Uie  same  btftt(^,  enjo^dl  ahntttii'  p^nf^ioot^  thmiigti'  the  bounty  of^the'BMitod 
$tatte^v  thrmi^Out  tljfeiy  liVes. 

^e  qnder^igt^ed;  i^onM  ftittb^  tepte^eiiti iMt  ^b  to  tite  €N^:dtR¥itM  dfk 
f&thiiyof  feut  children ,  feft by Cfen^ernbi^ Mudlson;  thaihd^betev«diHtt*lteii*, 
Attdfi^wJ(Ieittncfer,fh  man  Of  ^  great  p^b»e  feplri»»,  ^Ir^ih,  and- enterpi*iy) 
was  brushed;  to  death  in  lh6  n^phittiftryJctf  WA  <w»rfrtnai,  teiivin^lto'^w^^ 
severer  children  to  dt^perid  ft>r  a  TiveliHo(kt  mh  trfflUl  ftitfifi^i^  Kefi^^ 
eh^umbered'  witftf  u  debt  of  ei±  tho^stind  dbitavs ;  Aia«  sifi^  tfi^^dMi  df 
herhtishahftishe  Het$  feBeh'blfiidi  is^no^  Atyd^h^^b^eipfbii  dte>llM  mtt";!! 
Philadd^hik,  dt  heaty  ^kj[^n^'QndW^et&atld#t)f}<tlie^^fay«IMiiM^  ei^s^ 
in  the  almost  hopeless  effort  of  restoring  her  vision. 
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Under  these  circumstances  she  comes  before.  Congress  and  asks  the 
privik^  of  asserting  the  lapsed  claim  on  the  bounty  of  the  Government 
which  ner  father  might  have  asserted,  and  might  yet,  were  he  living,  assert 
for  her  benefit  She  hopes  that  Ck>ngress  may  find  in  the  peculiar  traits 
of  his  life,  devoted  to  disinterested  pauriotic  service  in  all  the  wars  of  the 
republic,  in  the  blood  he  shed,  in  the  imprisonment  he  suffered,  the  sacrifice 
of  life  itself  for  its  sake,  and  the  consequent  misfortunes  of  his  family,  some- 
thing to  warrant  the  indulgence  of  die  national  sympathies  by  a  special 
act,  extending  the  liberality  of  the  country  to  his  only  child. 

To  verify  the  recital  ol  this  petition  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  out 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  living  testimony.  The  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Crittenden,  and  Colonel  Benton  knew 
him  personally;  some  of  them  were  his  intimate  friends,  all  of  them  familiar 
with  his  history,  and  acquainted  with  his  private  character.  These  gentle- 
men can  bear  testimony  to  his  public  services,  his  patriotism,  his  unblem- 
isfaed  inte^ity  and  probity.  The  printer  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  Blair,  who 
Uted  in  his  &mily,  and  was  partly  educated  by  him,  has  a  minute  know- 
ledge of  the  events  of  his  life  from  his  own  immediate  narrative.  The 
late  Colonel  Anthony  Crocket,  of  Kentucky,  and  John  Smith,  both  intimate 
acquaintances  of  Governor  Madison,  from  his  earliest  vouth  to  his  death, 
bave  furnished  me  with  brief  statements  in  r^rd  to  his  revolutionary  as 
vdl  as  subsequent  military  service.  General  Adair  has  also  written  me  a 
short  letter  in  relation  to  his  service  under  him. 

BIIRA  M.  ALEXANDER. 
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Laid  OQ  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Utiu  bofuruble  the  Semite  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unite 

States  of  America  in  Congress  asseMbled : 

The  memorial  of  a  farmer  of  Gou  verneur,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  desires  to  propose  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  au  agency  for  re- 
storifif  industry  to  its  accustomed  enterprise  and  to  guard  it  for  the  future 
from  we  like  reversions  it  has  lately  experienced. 

Your  noietnorialist  believes  it  expedient,  in  considering  the  merits  to  be 
derived  from  this  agency,  to  take  a  retrospect  of  the  causes  of  the  financiid 
derangements,  which  he  submits  to  public  opinion,  if  they  be  correct.  This 
obliges  him  to  repeat  much  that  has  been  honestly  disputed,  but  parts  of 
which  sectn  to  have  become  matter  of  public  record.  His  good  intentions 
and  freedotu  from  all  feelings  of  party,  or  of  interest,  other  than  for  his 
country's  good,  he  trusts  will  secure  to  him  a  candid  hearing;  and,  if  his 
petiUon  be  found  to  merit  it,  he  respectfully  asks  for  it  the  support  of  all  bis  ^ 
countrymen. 

Tour  memorialist  considers  these  United  States,  though  subject  to  tem*, 
porrary  irritation,  as  yearly  becoming  more  united  by  internal  intercourse, 
and  their  inseparable  interests.  The  agricultural,  the  planting,  the  me- 
chanical, and  mercantile^  are  so  blended,  that  the  prosperity  co:  adversity  of 
any  one  afiects  all  the  others.  ' 

This  intimate  union  of  interests  your  memorialist  desires  to  cncoiuage 
by  this  agency,  as  forming  one  of  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  our  Union. 

Tour  memorialist  submits,  if  these  interests  be  so  connectedi  then  thp 
nation  is  egruol/jf  interested  in  a  sound  circulating  xwdium,  apd  in  a  steady 
and  equalized  exchange  among  the  States  as  near  to  par  as  possible ;  wd 
he  sees  no  reason  why  this  equalized  exchange  should  not  extend  tp  tbofse 
Mions  w^hose  manufactories  depend  upon  our  raxr  fn^ierial  for  suppUes  j 
aotid,  if  this  be  ^,  there  shbuld  not  be  any  envy  or  jealousy  at  our  prospe* 
Htyfhmiabroiui. 

Your  memorialist,  in  proposing  Ibis  agency,  is  a>y^e  that  freecjam  of  ac- 
tion is  the  fiivorite  doctrme  of  oiu  tunes^  and  daiai;  every  measure  that  bears 
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the  semblance  of  monopoly  or  of  favoritism  is  offensive  to  our  free  apd 
enterprising  people.  The  cover  which  monopoly  too  frequently  affords  to 
abuse  of  power,  constitutes  one  of  its  greatest  objections,  and  in  proposing 
a  remedy,  this  is  one  of  the  evils  to  be  guarded  against ;  for,  while  experi- 
ence teaches  us  that  the  very  formation  of  society  is  founded  on  a  conces- 
sion of  some  of  our  natural  rights  to  deleo^ated  power,  as  well  as  some  of 
our  opinions,  from  the  belief  that  the  majority  is  more  likely  to  be  right ; 
and  we  must  see  that  many  doctrines,  philosophically  true  in  the  abstract, 
are  not  the  best  when  applied  to  society ;  they  come  in  contact  with  insti- 
tutions reared  by  the  soundest,  yet  erring  judgment  of  man — laws  made  to 
control  his  passions  and  hi^  prejudices.  We  may  and  do  reform  these  laws 
as  society  improves  in  intelligence  and  in  virtue,  but  we  must  move  with 
prudence,  or  we  degenerate.  So  long  as  man  enjo3rs  the  blessings  of  socie- 
ty, he  must  rationally  concede  to  it  some  of  his  natural  rights,  as  well  as 
some  of  his  opinions,  for  the  greater  good  of  humanizing  and  christianizing 
his  species,  and  advancing  to  that  intelligence  which  leads  so  many  to  be 
so  tenacious  of  their  rights.  Radicalism  is  with  many  but  a  better  opin- 
ion of  man  than  is  the  truth  -  a  happy  confidence  in  his  virtues  unfortu- 
nately in  advance  of  the  truth.  This  is  an  amiable  confidence  which  we 
will  hope  the  progress  of  intelligence  will  secure  to  our  posterity,  and  is  to 
be  obtained  more  securely  by  advancing  prudently  in  our  reform,  or  we  fall 
back  into  anarchy,  and  lose  tlie  advantages  we  have  already  obtained. 

It  appears  to  your  memorialist — the  Great  Supreme  has  decreed  an  honest 
plaindealing  the  bfestfor  all  men — that  what  is  really  advantageous  for  indi 
vidual  prosperity  is  best  for  societies  ;  that  what  is  for  the  happiness  of  the 
rich,  is  best  for  the  poor,  and  so  vice  versa  ;  that  when  the  city  prospers,  so 
<loes  the  country  ;  if  the  heart  sickens,  the  circulation  droops ;  thus  has  a 
blessed  Providence  connected  the  whole  society  of  man :  if  this  be  true, 
there  is  no  cause  for  enmity  between  the  rich  and  the  poor  ;  no  cause  of 
jealousy  between  one  branch  of  industry  and  another  ;  and  statesmen,  set- 
ting aside  all  sectional  interests,  should  inculcate  mutual  dependence  and 
confidence,  not  envy,  jealousy,  and  distrust,  between  citizens  of  our  repub- 
lic, between  different  States,  or  fostering  different  interests  in  (Jifferent  parts, 
or  in  the  selection  of  localities  for  our  public  institutions  ;  but  choose  that 
which  is  really  the  best — and  such  time  will  more  surely  prove  to  be  the 
most  advantageous  for  all — as  we,  farmers  do,  select  our  best  seed,  and  then 
our  best  field,  and  with  t^e  blessing  of  Heaven  we  have  good  reason  to  ex- 
pect the  best  results. 

Your  memorialist  prays  that  our  love  of  country  may  dispose  all  hearts 
and  all  minds  to  a  dispassionate  and  independent  consideration  of  the 
meaiis  proposed ;  free  us  from  the  influence  of  all  former  opinions  and 
State  prejudices,  and  resolve,  for  love  of  country,  to  dare  all,  and  soon  shall 
we  feel  the  reviving  influence  of  our  united  exertions  shed  over  the  whole 
nation  ;  for  your  memorialist  confidently  believes  his  proposed  agency  is 
the  best  that  has  been  devised,  inasmuch  as  he  thinks  it  respects  the  parti- 
alities and  prejudices  of  all  political  parties  in  the  country,  and  secures  to 
the  nation  what  it  stands  most  in  need  of,  and  is  free  of  the  evils  attending 
most  agencies ;  and  if  this,  on  examination,  prove  to  be  so,  or  can  be  so 
amended,  then  seize  the  instant  moment,  let  none  be  in  advance  of  the  other 
in  affording  it  their  supnort. 

Your  memorialist  will  respectfully  recite  what  events  seem  to  have  made 
the  history  of  the  causes  of  the  past  and  present  derangement  of  our  finaa- 
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nancial  concerns  and  country's  enterprise.  The  charter  of  the  United 
Stites  Bank  nearly  expired,  its  managers  persuaded  themselves  they  had  a 
nVft/  to  a  renewal — with  as  much  propriety  might  the  lessee  of  my  farm 
claim  perpetual  possession,  because  I  had  let  it  to  him  for  twenty  years,  and 
he  had  cultivated  it  to  my  entire  satisfaciion,  and  willing  to  pay  me  like 
rents.  The  Executive  for  prejudices,  right  or  wrong,  determined  to  defeat 
their  wishes  ;  in  doing  which  he  stretched  his  power  far  beyond  the  bounds 
of  reason,  while  the  bank  managers,  instead  of  adhering  to  a  patriotic  course, 
voA  submitting  their  admirably  managed  institution  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
nation,  which,  with  reasonable  amendments,  would  most  certainly  have 
renewed  their  charter,  attempted  to  force  it.  These  agfents,  not  content 
mth  what  the  nation  were  disposed  to  have,  indirectly,  by  unprecedented 
lo8ns,andthen  bycallingfor  payment,  made  aneflfort  to  coerce  the  public  will. 

Tlie  United  Stales  Bank,  which  until  this  seeming  manoeuvre  had  been 
the  iavorite  of  the  nation,  by  reason  of  the  very  skilful  management  of  its 
president,  now  became  as  unpopular;  the  people  lost  all  confidence  in  its  di- 
rection, they  viewed  it  as  an  institution  that  would  destroy  the  purity  of  the 
elective  franchise  for  personal  interest,  and  their  high, hopes  in  him  were 
gone;  many  of  his  best  friends  who  understood  this,  could  no  longer  defend 
niiD;  which  fate  will  always  attend  every  moneyed  institution  where  the 
people  believe  there  is  an  attempt  to  coerce  public  opinion. 

It  would  seem  the  managers  had  not  properly  enlightened  the  public  mind, 
OT  they  had  not  properly  appreciated  public  intelligence.  The  nation  could 
not  8ee  it  reasonable  that  this  bank,  so  near  the  end  of  its  charter,  with  the 
avowed  personal  feelinffs  of  the  Executive  against  its  renewal,  could  have 
correct  intentions  all  of  a  sudden  to  expand  its  loans  more  than  two  thirds 
in  amount  greater  than  it  had  ever  before  found  it  advisable  ;  from  about 
forty-two  to  seventy-two  millions  of  dollars,  which  the  periodical  returns 
made  to  Government  showed  to  be  the  fact;  and  even  the  friends  of  the 
tank,  who  were  anxious  to  find  apologies  for  this,  were  shocked  with  the 
depravity  which  6verwhelmed  the  country  in  distress,  by  the  sudden  recal- 
Hn;^  of  these  loans,  under  the  pretext  that  they  must  be  prepared  to  close, 
ana  unless  their  charter  was  renewed  must  of  necessity  continue  in  this 
course  to  the  utter  destruction  of  every  moneyed  interest ;  for  there  were 
men  of  intellijgence  who  remembered  the  example  of  the  first  United  States 
Bank,  (which, immediately  preceded  this  one,)  whose  directors,  instead  of 
bringing  ruin  on  their  country — though  they  could  not  make  new  loans, 
had  throngh  a^- agency,  for  any  numt^r  of  years,  continued  the  renewals 
of  their  old  ones  in  the  way  of  accommodation,  until  the  convenience  of 
parties  could  pay  them. 

The  United  States  Bank,  while  by  its  loaning  so  much  additional  capital 
into  circulation,  had,  like  a  forcing  bed,  suddenly  incited  the  public  to  ex- 
tended enterprise,' now  applied  her  screws  of  torture  upon  the  very  nerves 
of  their  countrymen,  their  credit,  their  honor,  which  tne  bank  held  cheap 
to  attain  their  end;  it  paralyzed  all  industry,  by  withdrawing  so  suddenly 
80  much  capital  engaged  in  business.  Those  forced  contractions  drove  the 
pnblic  to  seek  relief  any  where  and  every  where,  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
vacuum  ;  they  obtained  new  State  banks  oi  large  capital.  Afler  this  panic 
session  of  Cotigress  in  1833-'34,  when  these  managers  found  their  experi- 
naenl  to  extort  a  charter  failed,  that  Congress  could  not  be  coerced,  then 
this  bank  again  expanded,  showing  conclusively  to  the  country  that  the  dis- 
tress they  had  caused  had  been  all  imposition,  taking  unfair  advantage  of 
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their  ow^i  powers,  aPid  of  the  public  confideuce  ;  thus,  these  new  banks  aud 
thf;se  ejppj&nsioris  find  contractions,  and  re-expansions,  flooded  the  nation  iu 
1836  and  1836  with  an  unwarranted  amount  of  a  vitiated  circulating  me- 
dium, which  misled  public  opinion,  and  brought  on  the  crisis  that  prostrated 
the  cQuntiy. 

Youj:  memorialist  finds  in  these  operations  the  real  cause  for  the  hostility 
to  the  United  States  Bank,  and  a  dread  of  its  powers ;  and  while  many  re- 
membered the  good  it  had  done,  and  could  not  understand  these  measures, 
they  continued  their  high  confidence  in  Mr.  Biddle  to  justify  his  very  errors, 
and  gave  him  their  support  in  his  struggle  to  obtain  the  public  deposites,  and 
then,  as  he  foresaw,  would  follow  the  renewal  of  his  old  bank,  or  a  new 
charter  fropi  Congress,  with  similar  powers.  Thus,  in  the  demand  for  a 
national  bank,  it  was  Mr.  Biddle's  United  States  Bank,  if  any  ;  atid  in  op- 
posing Mr.  Biddle,  and  in  the  defence  of  the  country  against  such  danger- 
ous powers,  the  administration  have  fallen  under  their  country's  censiue, 
for  rather  than  have  Mr.  Biddle's  bank,  with  such  objectionabl<*.  powers, 
which  had  proved  so  dangerous  to  the  country,  they  were  compelled  to  op- 
pose a  United  States  Bank  in  any  shape,  and  thus  they,  were  coerced,  into  a 
most  unpopular  situation. 

Thus  it  has  ever  seemed  to  your  memorialist  that  it  was  not  iiostility  to  a 
national  bank,  but  to  Mr.  Biddle's  National  Bank,  who  had  become  identifi- 
ed with  a  United  States  Bank  ;  that  it  was  Mr.  Biddle's  exactions  of  powers 
so  otyectionable  to  many ;  itwas  Mr.  Biddle^s  bank,  or  no  bank,  which  its 
friends  would  have  fastened  upon  the  country,  remembering  only  liis  good 
acts. and  not  understanding  his  bad  one& 

Your  memorialist  is  aware  many  did  then,  and  some  few  do  continue  to 
believe,  that  the  personal  feeling  of  Ex-President  Jackson  alone  caused  all 
this  hostility  to  the  bank ;  but  his  influence  could  not  have  efiected  its  ruin, 
had  not  Mr.  Biddle's  mismanagement  have  come  to  Ixis  support,  for  the 
measures  of  General  Jackson  against  this  bank  were  as  freely  censured  by 
many  of  his  friends,  as  by  his  political  opponents,  the  supporters  of  Mr. 
Biddle. 

Your  memorialist  finds  the  Bank  of  England  a  party  to  these  derange- 
ments. She  has  not  satisfied  public  opinion  of  her  wisdom  or  her  prudence ; 
from  a  desire  to  share  in  the  gains,  instead  of  counteracting,  she  has  con- 
tributed to  these  inflated  operations,  this  excessive  trade ;  ^e  had  sufifered 
the  joint-stock  companies  and  bankers  to  act  a&  our  United  States  Bank 
had  contributed  to  our  State  bank  expansions.  Had  she  possessed  the  pru- 
d^ncean^d  firmness  fitted. to  the  occasion,  when  she  first  discovered  her 
own  precarious  situation,  she  could  have  prevented  much  of  the  ruin  which 
her  mismanageonent  then  caused  at  home,  and  in  our  country;  a  moderate 
action  upon  the  money  market  continued  would  have  graaually,  restored 
the  monetary  system,  not  without  much  ruin,  but  with  far  les^  and  experi- 
ence will  teach  her,  would  have  been  her  best  and  only  true  policy. 

The  rapid  growth  of  this  country  ever  has,  and  for  centuries  to  come 
must  piofltably  absorb  all  the  capital  and  all  the  credit  that  can  be 
brought  here.  The  manufacturing  and  banking  capitalists  of  England 
had  ever  through  their  agents  indu<:ed  our  merchants  to  accept  goods  on 
credit.  At  this  particular  period  they  were  more  extensive  than  usual,  which 
mejfchahdise  they  had  charged  at  enoripous  prices,  which  our  merchants 
had  taken  in  the  implied  understiinding  they  would  receive  our  remittances 
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at  the  like  advanced  prices  of  their  then  markets,  subject  only  to  the  usual 
fluctnations  of  demand,  and  this  woufd  about  have  equalized  exchange. 
I        The  emigrants  at  that  time  were  of  a  more  wealthy  class ;  they  brought 
I     larger  amounts  of  specie  to  the  United  States  than  usual ;  the  Eutopean 
■      indemnities  were  paid  to  us  in  bullion  ;  and,  as  your  memorialist  believes 
is  susceptible  of  proof,  the  balance  of  trade  previous  to  this  false  action  on 
.     the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England  had  been  annually  some  millions  in  out 
favor.    These  combined  to  draw  the  precious  metals  from  ihe'Bank  of  Eng- 
land, for  which  she  was  not  prepared ;  and  she,  suddenly  perceivitig  her  im- 
minent danger,  became  nervously  alarmed  ;  she  acted  as  if  deranged ;  she 
commenced  a  sudden  pressure  upon  the  market  in  the  latter  part  of  1836 
into  1837,  producing  such  a  panic  there  as  the  United  States  Rank  had 
1     dcMie  here  in   1833^34,  and,  by  her  contractions,  produced  such  a  demand 
for  money  that  reduced  the  price  of  our  produce  In  her  market,  xvhich  her 
noerchants  then  take  at  very  low  rates,  and,  in  this  very  unfair,  this  forced 
manner,  changes  the  balance  of  accoupts,  and  brings  the  Uhiled  States,  who 
had  been  her  creditor,  indebted  to  England.     This  was  dishonest ! 

The  specie  circular  tended  to  collect  the  gold  and  silver  in  the  wesiei*h 
Taotts,  at  this  very  time,  when  wanted  to  pay  this  balance  to  England  ; 
and  the  public  deposites,  which  had  been  placed  with  the  State  banks,  and 
encouraged  by  Government  to  loan  out  to  relieve  the  public  pressure  from 
the  Unrted  States  Bank,  arc  called  in  for  distribution ;  these  caused  further 
contraciion.  By  this  crazy  like  management  on  our  side  the  Atlantic,  by 
all  parties,  and  the  bad  faith  by  the  Bankof  Eno:land,lhe  specie  is  shipped, 
and  the  Bank  of  England  barely  saves  herself  fiom  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments, which  she  could  not  have  prevented  juiassisted  by  Government  liad 
there  heeth  at  one  time  a  run  upon  her  specie.  Thus  our  merchants  are 
sacrificed  to  the  Bank  of  England,  wliich  resuscitates  at  our  cost  of  ten, 
fifteen,  and  twcjuly-tive  per  cent,  in  the  way  of  exchange  for  specie.  Many 
of  our  merc'iants  paid  their  ail  to  save  their  credit,  while  the  English  jour- 
nals abuse  tiiem  as  Yankee  swindlers,  when,  in  reality,  their  own  naiional 
bank  was  the  great  depredator. 

Your  memoriahst  is  aware  of  the  defence  made  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
thai  she  was  compelled  lo  this  course  to  save  herself.  We  will  not  discuss 
the  honor  of  this  act;  she  could  not  have  any  inter(^?^t  to  destroy  Amirican 
merchants.  We  must  consider  it  as  her  bad  manaorement ;  but  how  will 
she  escape  the  reproai'.h  in  suffering  American  credit  to  be  branded  with 
her  John  Bull  vulgarity  of  epithets  at  the  very  moment  she  was  resuscitating 
by  the  creditable  sacrifices  of  our  merchants,  to  make  good  engagements 
that  had  been  forced  upon  them  by  her  own  folly?  It  is  no  satisfaction  to 
think  this  is  now  operating  to  her  own  injury — she,  having  ruined  our 
merchants,  has  no  cause  to  complain  of  losses  occasioned  by  them :  a  far 
less  sum  than  what  she  unjustly  exacted  by  a  forced  exchange  would  pay 
England  all.  t 

Your  memorialist  does  not  mean,  in  these  statements,  to  insist  upon  the 
dales  of  these  events  to  ajnoment,  nor  of  their  correctness  to  a  fraction  ;  he 
writes  as  a  plain  larmer,  a  mere  looker  on  at  the  causes  and  consequences. 
If,  then,  these  statements  be  facts,  which  seem  too  clear  not  to  be  so  under- » 
stood,  it  shows  the  extensions  of  loans  by  the  United  States  Bank  in  1832, 
as  the  author  of  the  wide-spread  ruin  in  this  country;  it  brought  on  a  po 
litical  struggle  in  which  the  minds  of  all  seemed  to  be  a  little  wrong ;  how 
else  can  we  account  for  the  madness  of  our  merchants  urging  the  aistribu- 
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lion  of  the  public  deposites — loans  they  had  borrowed  and  were  not  prepared 
to  return?  We  need  not  go  lo  the  oppressive  operations  of  the  specie  cir- 
cular, which  those  expaftsions  made  necessary,  and  President  Jackson  boldly 
issued,  to  save  the  conversion  of  our  public  domain  from  being  exchanged 
into  this  depreciated  circulating  medium  ;  nor  to  the  ignorant  representa- 
tions of  State  banks  which  had  held  out  the  fallacious  promise  of  regulating 
the  exchange  as  well  as  the  United  States  Bank  had  done  :  all  followed  in 
the  train. 

When  the  public  takes  an  impartial  view  of  the  past,  and  sees  the  errors 
of  bankers,  can  we  be  surprised  that  our  great  statesmen  have  themselves 
shown  so  little  knowledge  of  financial  operations? — which  there  cannot  be 
any  mystery  in,  and  ought  to  be  belter  understood  by  us  all,  so  important 
are  they  in  a  national  point  of  vie\tr.  It  is  not,  however,  ignorance  always, 
but  the  want  of  virtue  in  too  many.  We  have  friends  for,  and  those  op- 
posed to  the  bank,  justifying  measures  by  their  necessity,  not  by  their  equity ; 
this  seldom  fails  to  prove  tne  action  wrong.  All  must  allow  there  has  been 
more  feeling  and  policy  than  patriotism ;  more  wrong  than  right  conduct 
on  all  sides. 

Where  is  the  advocate  on  either  side  who  stands  proved  in  both  judgment 
and  virtue  to  reproach  his  neighbor?  If  there  be  none  such  to  be  ibund, 
let  us  remember  the  past  only  as  a  wholesome  lesson,  and  rely  upon  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people  for  support ;  and,  collecting  from  ex- 
perience the  best  counsels  for  the  future,  consider,  under  all  circumstances, 
the  best  now  to  be  done. 

The  country  looks  to  the  collected  wisdom  of  Congress  for  advice ;  they 
know  that,  together  with  their  own  observation,  they  receive  the  opinions 
of  all ;  the  country  has  los^  confidence  in  all  speculative  systems,  and  de- 
sires to  settle  down  upon  some  agency  that  will  be  simple  in  its  cliaracter, 
and  understood  and  acceptable  to  all ;  if  such  a  one  can  be  found,  it  is  due 
to  the  country  to  make  some  concessions  of  prejudices.  Your  memorialist 
respectfully  prays  Ihe  remedy  he  is  about  to  propose  may  be  considered  on 
its  merits,  free  from  all  imaginary  evil,  and,  if  it  be  found  to  ]X)ssess  a  merit, 
ii  it  be  not  aliogelher  the  l)est,  it  tnay  lead  to  considerations  which  may, 
with  amendments,  make  it  acceptable  to  all. 

Your  rhemorialist  would  now  ask,  what  is  required  by  the  nation  to  re- 
gain our  former  prosperous  situation,  and,  when  obtained,  where  shall  we 
find  the  power  as  far  as  we  can  devise  lo  preserve  us  from  the  like  mis- 
fortunes / 

1.  It  appears  to  your  tneinorialist^  we  require  (he  means  of  equalizbig 
ike  exchanges  between  all  the  States,  We  require  a  sound  cirudativg 
mediuvi  fqnal  to  sppcie  in  every  section  oj  the  Union,  He  require  a 
place  of  safe  deposite  for  the  lYeasury,  satisfactory  to  the  nation,  lie 
require  a  regulator  of  the  State  banks^io  keep  their  issues  within  reasonable 
bounds,  so  far  as  an  iustitution  can  do  it^  toithout  creating  any  jealousy 
or  ill  will,  by  improper  or  selfish  interference. 

Your  memorialist  believes,  that  the  State  banks  are  intended  only  for 
local  accommodations,  and  ought  to  keep  their  capital  at  home,  and  in 
doing  so  can  best  promote  their  own  and  the  public  good  ;  and  can  have 
a  safe  circulating  medium  for  their  own  and  neighboring  SUiles,  and  expe- 
rience has  shown  they  cannot  do  more;  and  since  sonae  of  them  are  too 
avaricious,  and  some  even  mismanage  in  this  Umited  sphere  of  action,  they 
require  ajcoutrolling  influence,  which  may  operate  lo  keep  their  circulation 
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within  iiiqits.     If  an  agency  can  be  found  to  have  an  interest  in  so  pre- 
sernn^  them,  and  yet  hd  free  of  selfishness,  it  is  to  he  desired. 

In  his  search  after  an  agency  of  such  qualities,  your  memorialist  has 
bod  his  attention  naturally  drawn  to  the  happy  success  of  the  United  States 
banks  in  equalizing  the  exchanges,  and  giving  a  sound  circulating  medium 
lo  the  nation,  which  no  other  agency  has  been  able  to  produce,  though  the 
people  tried  other  experiments  ineffectually,  and  twice  had  to  resort  to  this, 
is  it  not  reasonable,  then,  to  consider  if  we  cannot  frame  on  its  nK)del  an 
agency  free  of  the  objectionable  qualities  which  President  Jackson,  in  his 
communication  to  Congress  stated  he  could  have  done  had  he  been  con- 
salied.  This  is  an  evidence  that  the  unconstitutionality  in  his  mind  (as  it 
most  be  in  all  others)  related  to  certain  powers  it  possessed,  which  he 
thought  it  might  be  divested  of;  and  what  are  these  objectionable  points  ? 

1.  The  dangerous  influence  which  it  may  exert  over  elections. 

2.  Its  monopolizing  character  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  one  citizen  to 
the  exclusion  of  others. 

3.  Which  gives  to  one  set  of  men,  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  the  public 
iDuoey  to  use  to  their  own  advantage ;  thus  privileging  a  company  of 
bankers,  stockholders,  many  of  them'  English  capitalists,  the  placing  of 
branches  within  the  jurisdiction  of  sovereign  States  without  permission  ; 
a  power  which  their  capital  gives,  and  their  cupidity  may  induce  to  raise 
and  depress  individual  property  for  their  individual  benefit.  These  and 
swch  like  I  find  to  be  the  leadincf  objections. 

Your  memorialist  then  respectfully  submits  it  is  his  opinion  that  an 
agency  may  be  organized  free  of  these  objections,  and  yet  possessing  all 
the  desired  requisites;  and  if  this  can  he  done,  lie  believes  it  will  meet 
^tli  a  hearty  reception  from  all,  and  be  hailed  by  patriots  of  all  persua- 
sions as  a  bond  of  union  of  the  strongest  kind,  by  bringing  to  every  citizen 
an  equal  interest,  and  by  cultivating  kind  feelings  between  citizens  of  dif- 
lereiit  States. 

Your  memorialist  would  here  make  a  remark  relative  to  the  alarm  in 
the  public  mind  respecting  the  currency,  which  is  confounded  with  the  cir- 
culating juedium.  The  constitution  makes  gold  and  silver  the  cvrrency. 
This  is  unchangeable.  But  that  mind  must  be  visionary  indeed  which 
coustders  the  extensive  operations  of  the  world  and  believes  the  precious 
metals  can  perform  all  the  offices  of  a  circulating  medium.  If  there  were 
no  banks,  the  community  would  be  flooded  with  individuals'  tickets. 
Banks,  then,  well  directed,  on  which  the  pubHc  can  keep  watch,  being 
comparatively  few  in  number  to  individuals,  axe  far  better,  and,  when  well 
DUinaged,  form  as  safe  a  circulating  medium  as  may  be  expected.  These 
are  no  currency,  are  no  leffal  tenders,  but  taken  as  promissory  notes  are,  at 
the  discretion  of  individuals,  to  be  taken  or  not.  It  then  becomes  the  in- 
terest of  banks  to  be  careful  of  their  credit.  But  banks,  like  bankers  and 
other  individuals,  differ ;  sometimes  want  prudence  ;  are  over  nnxious.to 
make  much  money ;  and  their  paper  depreciates  from  bad  management, 
they  being  chartered  expressly  to  assist  local  districts,  and,  where  their  op- 
erations are  known,  form  a  good  circulating  medium,  according  to  their 
teal  value. 

Your  memorialist  believes  all  must  be  satisfied  that  the  experiment  has 
been  fairly  made,-  and  that  it  has  completely  failed  of  effecting,  through  the 
ageacy  of  State  banks,  a  ready  distribution  of  the  public  funds  ;  that  their 
over  anxiety  to  benefit  by  the  use  of  the  public  deposites  deceived  them- 


s^ves,  end  deceived  the  administration  into  the  behef  they  could  equalize 
the  internal  exchanges ;  and  they  never  did  so  far  presume  as  to  promise 
a  sound  circulating  medium  to  the  nation. 

The  capitals  of  State  banks  are  chartered  expressly  for  home  accommo- 
dation  ;  they  do  great  injustice  to  their  citizens  when  they  use  it  in  distant 
exchanges  to  any  amount ;  and  when  they  undertook  it,  they  were  either 
grossly  ignorant  of  their  capabilities,  or  intentionally  misled  the  Govern- 
ment, who,  we  must  admit,  was  too  desirous  they  should  try  their  skill  in  a 
project  of  which  they  literally  knew  nothing*. 

Private  bankers  may  hold  out  the  promise,  but  neither  is  it  their  pro- 
vince to  equalize  the  exchanges.  Competition  of  capital  will  oertainly  tend 
to  Uiis,  but  cannot,  while  money  bears  a  high  interest  in  the  States,  do  it 
more  than  partially  ;  and  neither  the  one  or  the  other  pretends  to  give  a 
sound  circulating  medium  to  the  nation.  These  are  wanted  to  shed  their 
enriching  influence  equally  over  every  part,  and  over  every  citizen  of  the 
republic.  Nor  can  private  bankers  satisfy  public  opinion  that  they  are  safe, 
and  the  proper  depository  oi  the  public  Treasury.  The  public  want  an 
agency  for  public  benefit ;  an  agency  that  shall  be  divested  of  the  odious 
features  of  monopoly  for.  individual  benefit ;  that  shall  he  free  of  any  in- 
ducement to  raise  and  depress  property  of  any  kind  ;  whose  every  opera- 
tion and  interest  shall  be  to  equalize  and  keep  the  exchange  as  near  to  par 
a$  possible,  and  to  secure  to  the  nation  a  circulating  medium  that  shall  be 
at  all  times,  and  at  all  places  in  the  United  States,  as  sound  as  currency  it- 
self; that  will  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  bring  the  specie,  dollar  for  dol- 
lar. This  the  nation  asks  for;  this  neither  Slate  banks  nor  private  banks 
will  ever  give. 

Your  memorialist  leaves  the  naming  of  this  institution  as  unimportant, 
so  long  as  it  be  appropriate.  It  may  be  called  a  Transfer  Oflice,  an  Ex- 
change Office  ;  or,  as  it  purposes  to  have  the  public  deposites,  it  amy  be 
named  Treasury  Oflice,  or  t)eposite  Office.  Names  weigh  nothing  in  the 
minds  of  our  countrymen ;  we  are  too  enlightened  to  fi^ht  with  windmills. 
The  opposition  to  the  United  Slates  Bank  was  not  to  its  name,  but  to  the 
supposed  unconstitutional  powers  which  it  was  believed  to  possess,  and  to 
the  abuse  of  the  confidence  which  tt^  public  had  placed  in  its  managers, 
and  the  dangers  which  our  free  and  independent  elections,  the  safeguard 
of  our  liberues,  had  been  exposed  to  by  them.  All  this  the  public  intelli- 
gence could  discriminate,  and  it  speaks  to  posterity  in  powerful  record,  that 
this  age  possessed  the  intelligence  to  appreciate  the  all  importance  which 
that  bimk  was  in  regulating  and  equalizing  domestic  exchanges,  in  which 
all  participated,  and  which  gave  so  safe  a  circulating  medium,  so  impor- 
tant to  all ;  yet  believing  that  the  bank  possessed  certain  unconstitutional 
powers,  and  the  directors  had  used  its  funds  to  bad  purposes,  the  public 
virtue  made  their  interests  subservient  to  their  country's  good.  So  long 
as  that  bank  kept  itself  free  from  interferino  in  elections,  so  long  the 
public,  ever  wakeful  to  their  rights,  did  not  call  in  question  the  uuconsti- 
tutioual  powers  of  the  bank  ;  so  long  the  United  States  Bank  was  the  fa- 
vorite of  the  nation.  Frame  an  institution  that  shall  be  free  of  these  ob- 
jectionable powers,  have  clauses  and  interests  that  shall  neutralize  these 
objectionable  parts,  and  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  bank  ceases.  You 
niay  cqll  it  a  National  Bank,  or  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  it  is  immate- 
rial as  to  name. 
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That  the  nation  does  not  object  to  the  name,  we  have  the  evidence  of  the 
late  President  Jackson,  the  Iront  and  soul  of  the  opposition,  on  account 
of  its  supposed  unconstitutional  powers.  In  his  return  to  Congress  of  the 
bill  for  a  bank,  with  his  veto,  he  says  he  could  have  framed  a  bank 
charter,  which  he  would  have  signed  ;  but  with  such  Mr.  Biddle  would  not 
hare  been  satisfied.  Miscalculating  on  his  interest  and  the  influence  of  the 
bank  on  the  Treasury,  he  expected  to  extort  from  Cotigress  a  charter  with  all 
those  objectionable  powers.  This  fatal  error  of  theirs,  none  more  regretted 
than  your  memorialist ;  he  had  been  their  staunch  friend  until  then — until 
then  in  their  behalf  he  had  taken  an  active  part  against  the  ire-election 
of  the  Executive,  but  to  his  mortification,  your  memorialist  thought  he 
then  saw  this  his  much  admired,  this  able  financier,  who  had  so  deservedly 
coDunanded  the  high  respect  of  his  country,  by  his  management  of  the 
iostitution,  sacrificing  on  the  altar  of  interest  his  reputation  for  patriotism, 
and  the  high  confidence  of  his  country;  a  confidence  never  to  be  re- 
gained -,  for  confidence  once  lost  is  lost  forever. 

This  exchange  office,  your  memorialist  proposes  should  be  chartered  by 
Congress,  with  a  capital  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  for  fifty  years.  It  should 
be  speciflJIy  chained  with  equalizing  and  transacting  the  exchanges 
between  the  States,  and  issuing  evidences  of  debt?,  and  preserving  them 
a  fioand  circulating  medium  that  shall  command  the  specie,  dollar  for  dollar, 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places.  Its  profits  should  be  limited  to  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  ;  any  surplus  it  shall  accumulate  should  be  invested  by  them 
ia  Government  or  State  funds,  and  deposited  annually  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  security  to  the  holders  of  their  circulating  medium,  and 
for  the  payment  to  the  stockholders  of  six  per  cent. ;  and  all  remaining  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  charter  should  be  transferred  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

If  we  consider  the  bonus  the  late  bank  paid  for  its  charter ;  the  very 
heavy  losses  by  the  unskilfulness  of  its  first  managers,  and  the  fraudulent 
operations  of  some  of  its  directors,  together  with  its  dividends,  and  the 
sorplas  remaining  at  the  end  of  its  grant,  which  it  had  acquired  under 
their  subsequent  direction,  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  advantages 
which  the  proposed  agency  will  secure  to  the  country  over  the  old  bank. 

This  six  per  cent,  dividend,  though  moderate,  will  find  capitalists,  who, 
on  accoant  of  the  security  and  duration  with  which  they  can  place  funds, 
will  be  induced  to  invest. 

The  interest  being  restricted  to  six  per  cent.,  which  money  can  always 
be  made  to  bring  in  this  country,  all  the  advantages  which  this  oflice 
will  derive  from  any  and  every  source   must  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people.     Pirst.  In  lowering  the  exchanges,  since  the  stockholders  derive 
no  advantage  in  the  charge  of  one-quarFer,  if  one-eighth  will  give  them  tfie 
six  per  cent,  since  all  over  six  per  cent,  goes  to  the  Government ;  hence,  the 
pride  of  such  an  institution  must  necessarily  be  in  preserving  a  sound  cir- 
cQJating  medium,  and  in  steadying  and  equalizing  the  exchanges  as  near  to 
par  as  they  can  afford,  reserving  solely  this  moderate  interest  for  their  stock- 
holders. Thus,  all  the  benefits  this  agency  may  derive  from  the  privilege  of 
locating  ofilces  in  the  several  States,  also  from  the  large  and  collective  private 
and  the  public  deposites,  &c.,  instead  of  operating  for  the  benefit  of  the 
stockholders,  is  for  the  good  of  each  individual  in  society ;  no  matter  how 

rich  or  how  humble,  each  participates. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  Government  deposites,  (instead  of  lying  dormant.  \t\ 
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a  state  that  brings  no  ^ood  to  public  or  private  interests,  or  being  as  in 
de{)Osite  in  the  old  bank  for  the  benefit  of  the  stockholders,)  are,  as  well 
as  the  large  private  deposites  of  capitalists,  in  active  operation  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  public ;  since  the  variation  of  exchange  is  a  tax  which  the 
farmer,  the  planter,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  day  laborer  must  all  divide 
with  the  merchant. 

None  other  than  an  agency  chartered  by  Congress,  with  offices  in  the 
difierent  States,  can  give  a  sound  circulating  medium  to  the  country, 
which  will  command  specie,  dollar  for  dollar,  at  all  times  and  in  all 
places.  Neither. State  institutions  nor  private  banking,  with  as  extensive 
powers  as  they  can  poss^,  or  capital  as  large  as  may  be  desired,  can 
compete  with  such  an  institution,  for  want  of  the  many  advantages 
which  such  an  agency  must  possess,  and  which  they  cannot  have ;  and 
our  reason,  moreover,  tells  us,  the  interests  of  individuals  lead  them  to 
make  the  most  they  can  extort  from  the  public  by  an  irregular  and  vac- 
cillating  exchange  of  which  their  adroitness  takes  the  same  advantage 
as  the  planter,  the  farmer,  or  any  others  do  of  opportunities.  Competi- 
tion will  tend  to,  but  never  will  effectually,  correct  this  opposing  interest, 
for  the  plain  reason  that  capital  by  men  of  business  can  be  made  to  do 
better  than  to  compete  with  the  advantages  of  such  an  agency. 

Your  memorialist  does  not  contend  that  a  large  State  institution 
located  in  the  great  commercial  emporium  cannot  carry  on  these  ex- 
changes, and  that  different  States  may  not  have  a  sound  circulating 
medium  for  their  own  districts,  by  which  the  country  will  ris^e  from  where 
she  lies,  in  a  measure,  prostrate;  but  your  memorialist  does  insist  they 
never  will  manage  the  exchanges  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country.  In 
the  absence  of  a  Government  office,  in  time,  and  that  not  far  off",  the  city 
of  New  York,  as  the  grreat  mart  of  the  United  States,  will  and  must  control 
these  operations,  and  all  to  her  private  advantage;  for  we  may  as  soon 
hope  to  grow  our  cabbages  upon  sand,  as  to  expect  any  other  place  can 
keep  them  from  her ;  for  as  naturally  as  springs  runs  to  rivers,  and  rivers 
to  the  ocean,  does  it  seem  to  your  memorialist,  do  all  great  operations  run 
to  and  will  concentrate  there.  You  may  lop  off*  a  limb,  but  the  circula- 
tion will  still  be  to  the  heart.  You  may  dam  up  and  turn  the  course  of  a 
river  into  a  lake,  the  waters  of  that  lake  will  find  their  way  to  the  ocean. 
An  agency  of  the  kind  now  proposed  will  divide  and  distribute  over  the 
whole  country,  what  that  city  would  alone  monopolize,  and  yet,  in  mo- 
nopolizing, not  do  so  well,  as  with  such  an  agency  to  regulate  the  great 
commercial  exchanges  of  the  country  equally. 

Your  memorialist,  in  a  Government  view,  would  respectfully  remind 
the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  vast  importance,  the  convenience,  the 
saving  to  the  nation,  of  such  an  agency  in  distributing  the  public  diil}urse- 
ments  at  all  times,  and  more  especially  in  time  of  war ;  and  though  we 
may  not  apprehend  any  such  use  for  one,  it  is  prudent  to  be  prepared  ;  for 
when  that  evil  hour  does  como,  if  it  finds  us  without  such  an  agency 
we  must  pay  the  penalty,  as  we  have  once  before  done,  as  is  well  known  to 
your  honorable  body. 

The  harmonious  operations  of  such  an  agency,  with  branches  over  the 
country,  command  our  attention ;  for  here  is  an  advantage  to  facilitate  and 
regulate  the  exchanges,  and  each  office  making  the  institution  every  where 
at  home,  enables  it  to  secure  this  sound  circulating  medium.  The  interests 
of  each  one  being  that  of  the  whole,  no  selfish  calculation  can  actuate  its 
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movements ;  no  jealousy  as  to  where  the  most  capital  is  loaned,  or  where 
the  most  profits  are  accumulated.  Its  funds  flow  naturally  through  the«e 
branches  back  and  forth  where  assistance  is  most  required  ;  that  where  re- 
lief is  wanted,  there  on  the  spot  is  the  remedy  ;  the  very  first  pressure  is 
instantly  felt,  and  relief  flows  that  way.  At  one  season  the  wants  of  the 
southern  planter  draw  the  capital  into  those  branches,  at  another  time  a 
diflerent  interest  draws  it  in  an  opposite  direction,  or  circumstances  not 
usual  suddenly  may  divide  these  calls ;  ever  prepared,  the  financier  is  never 
de^-anged.  Is  it  possible  for  any  one  or  more  State  institutions  to  do  this, 
so  ready  or  so  cheaply  l  it  is  impracticable  even  if  they  were  freed  from 
what  they  cannot  be  freed  from,  the  inducement  to  accumulate  large  profits ; 
while  this  agency  being  free  from  all  inducements  for  such  accumulations, 
and  no  incitements  to  speculate,  there  exists  no  ground  for  jealousy  of  their 
operations. 

As  such  an  agency  is  large  and  convenient  to  the  business  of  the  country, 
the  over-issues  of  State  banks,  which  may  \ye  collected  there,  are  contracted 
by  returning  upon  them  for  specie  all  undue  circulation,  tending  thus  to 
moderate  all  excesses. 

I/j'  as  your  memorialist  humbly  thinks,  he  has  shown  this  agency  free 
from  the  evils  objected  to  in  the  charter  required  by  the  friends  for  a  United 
States  Bank,  and  if  he  has  satisfactorily  shown  many  national  advantages 
absolutely  requisite  for  ilie  e^ood  of  the  country,  such  as  no  other  agency 
has  had,  and  no  State  institutions  cau  give,  and  no  evils  do  appear  against 
it,  he  has  obiaiued  all  the  country  asks  for ;  then  still  to  object  to  it,  because 
there  is  none  other  like  it,  would  be  unreasonable. 

The  Govenmient  will  retain  a  reasonable  influence  in  tiie  management, 
also  a  portion  of  tho  capital.  Tiie  residue  should  be  apportioned  to  each 
Slate,  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  their  I  legislature  may  direct. 

And  to  respect  Slate  prejudices,  until  such  Slate  does  pass  an  act  allow- 
ing branches  in  the  State,  and  distributing  the  stock,  tiiere  shall  not  be  any 
oflices  there  ;  but  as  the  capital  will  be  wanted,  a  reasonable  period  should 
be  fixed,  alier  which,  if  the  Statti  has  not  passed  the  act  for  allowing  the 
branches  and  distributinci:  the  stock,  then  this  agency  shall  have  the  priv- 
ilege ot  dis))osing  of  such  portion  as  may  seem  to  them  advisable. 

\^'ith  liiis  restiiclion,  every  State  will  have  the  passing  upon  this  agency 
in  their  sovereign  capacity,  and  honorable  members  of  Congress  maybe 
reh'eved  from  ilie  obligation  of  waiting  the  opinion  of  their  constituents, 
which  at  this  late  period  they  cannot  receive. 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  suggests  he  would  leave  the  direction  to 
the  stockholders,  as  capitalists  are  more  prudent,  as  well  as  more  skilful,  in 
selecting  agents ;  this  is  not  to  prevent  Congress  appointing  those  commis- 
sioners who  are  to  make  the  original  arrangements. 

Your  memorialist  has  seen  with  surprise  the  late  Executive  prejudicing 
public  opinion  against  the  use  of  foreign  capital.  It  is  to  foreign  capital 
aiding  national  industry  and  enterprise  that  we  are  indebted  for  our  great 
prosperity;  the  western  fields  have  expanded  with  its  nourishment,  and  the 
Atlantic  borders  have  suddenly,  risen  info  strength  by  its  aid.  To  exclude 
capital  and  labor  from  our  shores  were  about  cqu/illy  contracted  policy; 
it  reminds  your  memorialist  of  the  farmer  who  with  great  crops  drew  his 
son  from  repairing  the  fence  intended  to  defend  them,  and  hisdaughter  from 
her  spinning-wheel  to  carry  the  sheaves,  because  he  was  too  illiberal  to  let  his 
neighbor  and  his  horse  into  his  field  to  assist  him.  Such  policy  is  unworthy 
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the  age,  and  nnworthy  of  Americans.    There  cannot  by  any  possibility,  be 
any  good  reason  why  foreign  capitalists  shon  Id  not  hold  onr  stocks  of  every 
kind.     Great  Britain,  who^has  proved  herself  the  best  practical  political  es- 
timate of  this  branch  of  political  economy,  though  her  kingdom  groaned     : 
beileath  their  large  capital,  she  went  so  far  as  to  encourage  foreigners  to     ^ 
invest  in  her  stocks,  that  while  she  taxes  her  own  capitalists,  she  admits    :/ 
foreigners  to  hold  free ;  artd  during  the  late  struggle,  with  all  Napoleon^    4: 
enmity  and  influence  against  her.  Great  Britain  deemed  it  good  economy  to    r^ 
encourage  France  and  all  the  continental  powers ;   and  it  is  known  to  all   a 
that  there  was  not    one    nation  in  Europe  that  had  not  large  invest-  a  s 
ments  in  her  funds.     She  knew  so  far  as  that  interest  went  it  was  in  her  ■)^ 
prosperity,  for  on  that  depended  the  safety  of  their  own  property.  r^g 

Your  memorialist  would  not  suffer  foreigners  to  have  any  part  in  the  ^^ 
election  of  the  managers;  the  directors  should  be  confined  solely  to  the  r 
stockholders  of  our  own  country.  ^^ 

Your  memorialist  apprehends  no  evil  to  our  elections  from  such  a  direc-  »; 
tion.  He  does  not  remember  hearing  the  first  United  Stales  Bank  ever  ;.^ 
charged  with  it,  and  all  exonerate  the  last  one,  until  about  the  termination  jj 
of  her  charter,  when  she  proved  her  impotency.  The  compound  accuraula-  ^^ 
ting  wealth  of  this  very  extended  and  growing  nation  will  in  fifty  years,  y^ 
and  much  less,  raise  her  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  capital  of  this  agency,  ^^ 
which  will  remain  stationary ;  which  sinks  the  ratio  of  that  influence  far  T^ 
below  the  late  comparative  effort.  And  if  to  this  difference  we  are  to  con-  J* 
trast  the  progressive  intelligence  of  the  rising  generation,  we  have  nothing  '^^ 
to  fear  froma  like  experiment,  which  with  the  example  before  them  will  ,- 
hardly  be  attempted  under  such  disadvantageous  circumstances,  and  was  ^ 
never  known  to  be  exercised  but  for  a  renewal.  ^^ 

And  for  the  intermediate  time,  if  statesmen  will  compare  they  will  find   .^ 
every  moneyed  institution  separatingf  itself  from  Government^  quietly  pur-    ^ 
suing  their  operations,  as  if  no  other  world  than  their  own  moneyed  concern    ^ 
had  any  existence.   It  is  proverbial  that  moneyed  men  are  selfish,  and  make 
good  citizens  because  they  attend  only  to  their  own  concerns,  bad  patriots,   . 
because,  if  lefl  alone,  they  are  indifferent  who  govern  the  republic.  ^ 

To  prevent  all  possible  attempts  at  political  influence,  the  States  should  '^ 
not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  institution  further  than  already  stated;  * 
the  only  accountability  should  be  to  Congress,  the  people  will  be  better  ':: 
satisfied,  the  institution  better  managed  for  the  good  of  the  whole  country.    ^ 

Your  memorialist  is  not  suflicientTy  acquainted  with  banking  operations  ^ 
to  devise  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  such  an  agency,  which  he  respect-  ^ 
fully  recommends  be  submitted  to  practical  operators,  who  only  can  safely 
advise.  So  far  as  your  memorinlist's  very  limited  observations  enables  him 
to  judge,  he  suggests  this  institution  be  restricted  to  dealing  in  bills  of  ex- 
change, domestic  and  foreign,  in  gold  and  silver,  in  stocks,  solely  with  the 
view  to  permanent  investment,  or  in  sales  of  stocks,  or  other  commodities, 
received  in  payment  for  loans  not  redeemed,  but  in  no  operation  that  shall 
bear  the  resemblance  of  trading — no  renewals  of  loans  in  the  way  of  con- 
tinued accommodation  paper. 

As  it  respects  the  requisite  per  cent,  in  chest  of  specie  to  meet  engnge- 
ments,  there  are  certain  estimates  proved  safe ;  they  may  vary  some.  Gov- 
erpment  stocks  to  a  limited  amount  may  be  considered  part,  and  if  restricted 
to  that  which  is  called  business  pai)er,  in  contradistinction  from  accommo- 
dation renewals,  the  agency  will  daily  command  such  a  portion  of  their 
issues  as  may  be  also  counted  upon  to  a  limited  amount. 
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Siich  hn  skg&ACYi  froni  the.  very  circuiHslfince  of  its  being  limited  to  six 
per  cent,  dividend,  will  have  every  ioduceineat  to  act  prudently,  and  not 
require  any  extra  guard  or  locking  up  of  specie,  which  seems  to  your  me- 
morialist naay  ^o  to  too  great  a  length,  and  like  the  old  Grermans,  who, 
instead  of  makuig  it  wock,  as  we  mcKlerns  do,  for  an  interest  for  the  good 
of  the  owner,  puts  it  to  sleep  under  his  bed  ;  find  as  regards  the  size  of 
notes,  fiv^  doiiars  are  quite  as  safe,  and  far  more  convenient,  than  if  restrict- 
ed to  a  higher  denonunalion — they  can  oiity  be  considered  as  representa- 
tions of  specie. 

The  directors  should  be  required  to  make  periodical  retucns  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  but  not  of  individual  accounts,  or  you  exdiide  the 
best  customers^  the  capitalists,  who  will  not  submit  to  inquisitorial  examina- 
tion, in  itself  unnecessary,  and  at  variance  with  public  sentiment  The 
access  to  all  the  books  and  accounts  to  the  Government  directors,  and  the 
retorps,  is  all  that  semis  to  be  required. 

Six  per  cent,  being  the  usual  clmrge  by  banks,  they  should  be  allowed 
this.  Less  would  create  a  feeling  against  them  as  interfering  to  work  under 
what  others  can  alSbrd  to  do. 

The  circulating  medium  of  thisaj^ncyi  if  weil  arrtirngiedj  will^oBHHUnd 
the  currency;  but  Omgress  should  not  interfere  to  iHake  it  so ;  it  is  suffi- 
cient she  receives  it  as  such,  so  Ions;  as  she  deeiiis  it  safe.  As  .this  agency 
is  estabUsbed  facially  to  regqlale  the  exchange,  and  to  have  a^unddircu- 
lating  medium  for  the  nation,  there  should  be  some  declaratory  clause  in  its 
charter — that  lor  this  purpose  it  is  incorpoiatedi  and  on  itsMthfol  attention 
to  effect  it,  shall  depend  its  continuation.  .     ^ 

There  are  efficient  reasons  why  this  agencf  should  be  allowed  to  deiil  in 
foreign  exchange ;  and  here  again,  they  not  having  any  indocemeni' to  raise 
and  depress  theoH  i^aay  be  of  signal  advantage  in  equalieif^  the  currency. 

The  best  location  is  a  matter  of  some  moment.  The  city  of  New  YoA 
appears  to  your  men^rialist  a^  the  proper  one.  Heieis  the  gi9eat  centm  of 
commerce ;  here  the  gre^itest  coUectioas  are  received  by  Govermnctnt^  and 
the  lai^;est operatioBsinade  by  individuals ;  and  heie  4hi9y  have  proted 
themselves  entitled  to  their  coucKtry'soonfideaee^  in  tll0  sacEicfioestb^  hlive 
at  all  times  made  loi  sustain  their  c^fedit.  The  oinly  olheir  central-city  seems 
to  be  Philadelphia.  It  WfOuld  not  be>  advisable  to  place  two  bige  cbarttured 
moneyed  institutions-side  by  side  inthe  same^city;  and  there  is  aiiiftltu- 
nalely  a  State  institution  already  ther^  of  too  larflfB  a  o^ipilaL  Philaddphit 
oannot  object,  for  she  has  alrespidy more  ca|Mw  than  she  can'  employ  al 
home ;  but  if  more  is  wanted,  she  will  commai»d  all  of  this  wMoh  bdr  bitfup 
nsss  would  require ;  and-her  linowa  liberaU^jr'  wiU  spam ^ the  oov^tdKis 'dis- 
posiuon  oi  having  all  there ;  aaod  ehe^  wiU  ieel  pleased  with  <tbe  O|qolortiim^ 
of  returning  the  compliment  of  placing  this  agency  in  the  dijrfofi  New 
York,  havii^  twKe  bf^Ahe.UnitedStat^sBank  Moreover^  tbe-ni^Ueeflbrt 
of  the  city  of  New  Ybrk^  while  yet  su&HJig  severely  under  tbeeffieis  of 
the  great  conflagration,  and  her  sacrifices  to  sustain  heff  credit^  attd'tedeeai 
her  o^h  staaodiog  byijier^  resuiaplion  of  ^speeis  paymenfi^^  molii  Oie  con- 
sideration of  ber.  sister;  States. 

Your  memorialist  would  respectfully  leBuaik^  thtft  the  dtisatien  of  tlw 
institution  wdll.preireBt  these  repeated  interruptioaS'tOi  btt$ine88^  and  bisjthe 
laeana^  draiwii^g  cap^tists  4e  invest^'  f<H>  the>sake  -of ' pernii^eit6y. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialist  respect AiUy  b^  ^  ieai^  ^o  ^pulmit  thato 
l)ia^f^(«is4aypaxJMpw^bU<bQ49i  WkI^  thM 
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political  persuasions,  asking  their  dispassionate  consideration,  with  assnr 
ances  that  none  but  the  purest  motives  have  governed  a  single  opinion : 
that  he  acts  alone — none  have  been  consulted — no  one  knows  of  this  hi" 
petition,  or  tliese  his  views,  or  he  might  have  had  stronger  arguments  in 
support  of  his  agency.  So  deterrtiincd  has  your  memorialist  been  to  keep 
free  from  all  party,  or  other  prejudices  with  which  so  many  seem  to  reason, 
that  love  of  country,  and  desire  to  see  the  most  active  and  erHerprisino 
people  of  the  world  once  more  happy  and  prosperous,  a  love  to  look  forward 
upon  the  harmony  and  continued  union  of  these  States,  and  believing  thai 
equalizing  the  exchanges,  and  preserving  a  sound  circulating  medium,  an 
among  the  strongest  bonds  of  our  Union,  has,  free  from  party  spirit,  and 
free  from  selfish  interests,  actuated  him  to  this  strong  effort  of  presenting 
his  opinions ;  all  which  your  memorialist  respectfully  asks  to  secure  your 
consideration ;  and  your  memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

PHILIP  KEARNY. 


This  institution  shall  be  named  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  a  capital  of  50  millions  in  shares  of  100  dollars  each,  to  con- 
tinue 50  years. 

Ten  millions  of  the  stock  taken  by. the  United  States,  and  subscribed  for 
in  their  5  per  cent,  stock. 

Forty  millions  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  States  oil  the  basis  of  their 
representation  in  Congress. 

fktch  State  may  hold  two-fifths,  and  no  more,  of  the  amount  of  their  ap- 
portionment ;  the  other  three-fifths  they  shall  dispose  of. 

Any  corporation,  company,  or  individual,  may  hold  not  exceeding  6,(100 
shares. 

On  subscribins^,  twenty- five  per  cent,  ^hall  be  paid  in  specie,  or  in  notes 
of  specie-paying  Danks,  or  in  6  per  cent,  stock  of^  any  State. 

In  three  months,  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  in  like  payments. 

In  nine  months,  fifty  per  cent,  more  in  like  payments. 

Each  share  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  the  directors  of  the 
bink  of  their  State ;  but  no  foreigner  shall  have  a  vote. 

There  shall  be  twenty-five  directors  of  the  mother  bank,  of  whom  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  nominate  five,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate.  These  directors  shall  choose  their  president  and  vice  president, 
who  shall  elect  their  officers. 

Each  branch  shall  have  eleven  directors  to  manage  its  institution ;  the 
mother  bank  shall  have  the  appointment  of  the  presidents  and  cashier  of 
each  branch. 

Branches  may  be  established  in  all  the  States  not  prohibitine  them. 

The  bank  shall  make  half  yearly  dividends  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  6 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  bank  shall  publish  monthly  its  situation  and  that  of  all  its  offices, 
viz :  Of  its  loans  or  discounts ;  its  circulation  and  amount  of  deposites; 
its  foreign  and  domestic  exchanges. 

The  surplus,  after  paying  6  per  cent  per  annum  to  the  stockholders,  shall 
be  annually  invested  in  the  Government  or  State  stocks,  and  paid  over  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  held  by  him  as  a  fund  to  secure  at  all 
times  the  safety  to  the  public  of  the  circulating  medium  and  of  6  per  cent 
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dividend  to  the  stockliolders ;  and  any  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  charter 
shall  belong  to,  and  be  passed  to  the  creditor  the  Government. 

This  institution  shall  receive  and  disburse  the  public  deposites,  collect 
custom-house  and  other  bonds  free  of  any  charge  when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  sees  fit  to  use  it 

The  preceding  is  respectfully  submitted,  as  a  synopsis  of  the  memorial, 
as  the  basis  of  this  institution. 


June  9,  1838. 


PHILIP  KEARNEY. 


26tb  Congress,  [SENATE.]  f  178  1 


3d  Session. 


RESOLUTION 


OP  TBB 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  ILLINOIS, 


TO  OBTAOr 


The  passage  of  a  permanent  pre-emption  lawj  and  to  allow  a  credit  to 

actual  settlers. 


February  4, 1839. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  (the  Senate  concurring  here- 
in,) That  oiir  Senators  in  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed, 
ana  that  oar  Representatives  in  Congress  be  requested,  to  use  their  best  ex- 
ertion to  procure  at  the  present  session  of  Congress  the  passage  of  a  law 
by  that  lx>dy  establbhing  a  permanent  system  of  pre-emption  rights,  by 
which  the  actual  settler  upon  the  lands  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  purchasing  at  Congress  price 
any  quarter  section  of  land  upon  which  he  may  have  made  an  improve- 
ment. Also,  that  they  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law 
providing  that  the  public  lands  hereafter  be  sold  in  limited  quantitj^to 
actual  settlers  only,  and  that  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  such  settlers  to 
pay  for  the  same. 

WM.  L.  D.  EWING, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

S.  H.  ANDERSON, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Blair  A  Rircs,  printer8« 


2Sth  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  [  1 79  '| 

3d  Session. 


RESOLUTION 


or  TBB 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 


to  OSr  AIM 


The  passage  of  a  laWj  directing  the  coinage  of  small  change  at  the 

Branch  Mint  of  that  Staie.^ 


February  4, 1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Whereas,  it  is  believed  that  a  great  deficiency  of  specie  change  now  ex- 
uts  in  the  United  States,  and  that  at  points  remote  from  the  mints  authorized 
to  coin  this  kind  of  currency,  tliere  exists  a  scarcity  perplexing  and  ob- 
stnjctiye  to  the  interests  not  only  of  the  trading  and  manufacturing  classes, 
bnt  to  the  great  injury  of  all  the  productive  branches  of  trade  and  industry, 
soiDQch  so  as  to  induce  the  Legislatures  of  many  of  the  States  to  seek  re- 
lief in  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes :  And  whereas,  it  is  known  that  the 
coinage  of  the  Branch  Mint  in  this  State  is  confined  .to  gold  bullion  alone, 
and  that  said  mint  is  located  in  a  region  sufiTering  peculiarly  from  the  want 
of  small  coin  as  .change : 

Beit,  therefore,  resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  a  law  passed,  directing 
tbe  coinage  of  small  change  at  the  Branch  Mint  in  Charlotte,  in  this  State, 
uid  that  the  Governor  forward  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  a  copy 
of  this  resolution. 

Read  three  times,  and  ratified,  in  General  Assembly,  this  the  4th  day  of 
Jannary,  A.  D.  1839. 

WILL.  A.  GRAHAM,  S.  H.  C. 
A.  JOYNER,  &  S. 
A  true  copy : 

W.  Hill,  Secretary  of  State. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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I 


DOCUMENT 

■SLATUra 

To  the  improvement  of  Pigeon  river. 


February  4,  1839. 

BiAmilted  by  Mr.  Nobtell,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washitigion^  February  1, 1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report,  estimate, 
and  survey,  in  relation  to  Pigeon  river,  in  conformity  with  yonr  application 
of  the  30th  instant. 

Allow  me  to  observe  that  the  estimate  is  made  on  the  prices  of  1837,  and 
will  of  course  be  affected  by  changes  since. 

Most  respectfully,  sir^  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Honorable  J.  Noryell, 

United  States  Senate. 


Detroit,  January  30,  1837. 

Sir:  Pigeon  river,  the  outlet  of  a  lake  of  the  same  name,  is  upon  the 
eastern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  about  fifteen  miles  south  of  the  mouth  of 
Grand  river,  and  is  the  first  point,  south  of  it,  capable  of  being  converted 
into  a  safe  and  capacious  harbor. 

Having,  under  the  directions  of  the  War  Department,  during  the  last 
summer,  surveyed  this  point,  with  reference  to  its  improvement,  I  can  now 
submit  to  you  the  results  of  that  survey,  with  a  plan  and  estimate  for  its 
construction. 

The  importance  of  this  work  cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  questioned — to 
afford  protection  to  a  large  shipping  interest,  at  present  exposed  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  gales  of  Le^e  Michigan,  and  to  give  a  port  and  outlet  to  an 
extensive  and  rich  portion  of  the  State,  are  objects  infinitely  beyond  the 
value  of  the  appropriation  required  for  the  work. 

An  inspection  of  the  map  will  show  the  feasibility  of  the  construction  ; 
the  erection  of  piers  and  the  deepening  of  the  river,  or  more  properly 
of  the  discharge  of  the  lake,  furnishi)ig  an  entrance  into  a  capacious  ^d 
deep  lake. 

For  details,  I  refer  to  the  map  accompanying  this. 

Blair  &  Rires,  printers. 


716  feet. 

24  feet. 
44  feet  square. 

15  feet. 
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The  price  of  materials,  embraced  in  the  estimate,  are  believed  to  be 
placed  sufficiently  high ;  the  stone  is  best,  produced  from  Death's  Door, 
near  the  entrance  of  Green  bay,  where  it  is  found  very  abundant  and  ac- 
cessible ;  the  price  of  $10  per  cord  was  based  upon  information  received 
from  those  conversant  with  the  rates  of  lake  transportation  ;  the  estimate 
for  excavation  was  assumed  to  cover  the  probable  expense  of  dredging. 

Dimensions  and  made  of  construction. 

Length  of  piers,  from  the  shore  to  l4  feet  water 

Width  of  piers  - 

Pierheads     -  - 

Average  height  of  piers  above  water 

The  cribs  to  be  formed  of  soft  wood  below,  and  oak  above  water  12x12, 
bolted  together  by  I  inch  square  iron  bolts ;  at  every  10  feet  distance,  oak 
piles  10x10,  to  be  firmly  driven  between  each  alternate  course  of  ties,  in  a 
manner  to  bind  securely  the  whole  work ;  each  course  of  crib  timber  to  be 
connected  by  ties  of  round  oak,  I  foot  diameter,  every  10  feet ;  surmounted 
by  coping  14x14,  top-braces  10x10,  every  10  feet.  The  surface  to  be 
planked  with  3  inch  plank,  and  secured  by  9  inch  spike.  The  cribs;  to  be 
compactly  filled  with  fitone,  within  2  feet  of  the  planking;  width  between 
piers,  150  feet. 

From  the  shore  towards  the  lake,  150  feet;  width  between  piers,  150 
feet ;  depth  of  excavation  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  10  feet ;  side- 
slopes  1^  base,  to  1  altitude. 

Oak  piles  10X10,  to  be  driven  every  10  feet,  capped  by-  14x14  timber. 
Oak  pile  plank,  3  inches  thick,  to  be  driven  against  the  interior,  with  occa- 
sional ties  within  the  bank.  »i 

Estimate  of  fnnds  required  for  the  erection  of  piers  ^  ^*c. 


Soft  timber  12x12,  for  side  logs  of  cribs  under  water,  24,628 

feet,  at  8  cents       .-.--. 
Oak  timber  12x12,  for  side  logs  of  cribs  above  water,  24,628 

feet,  at  9  cents      -  -  .        .    . 

Coping  14x14,  3,346  feet,  at  10  cents 
Top-braces  10x10,  3,992  feet,  at  8  cents 
Oak  plank  (3  inches)  for  covering,  sheathing,  &c.,  110,000 

feet,  (board  measure,)  at  $15  per  M. 
Piles  10x10,  6,420  feet,  at  9  cents     ...  - 

Stone,  3,145  cords,  at  $10  per  cord   -  - 

Excavation  under  water,  44,644  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents 
Excavation  above  water,  8,000  cubic  yards,  at  12  cents 
Iron  bolts  for  cribs,  spikes  for  planking,  smithery,  &^. 
Workmanship,  including  subsistence  -  - 

Contingencies,  including  machinery  o(  all  kinds,  mess-house, 
.  work-shops,  stationery,  forage,  compensation  to  assistant, 

clerk  hire,  dtc.       ...-.- 

Total 


$1,970  24 

2,216  52 
334  60 
319  36 

1,650  00 

577  80 

31,450  00 

22,322  00 

960  00 

4,000  00 

12,000  00 


6,000  00  • 
$83,800  52 
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And  it  is  confidently  believed  that  this  sum  wiU  cover  ail  expenditures. 
The  work  promises  to  be  of  great  permanence,  as  it  is  exempted  in  a  great 
degree  from  the  usual  freshets  of  a  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  CENTER, 

UivU  Engineer. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Topographical  Bureau^  Washington  CUy. 


aSth  Congress,  [SENATR]  [  181  1 


I 


ZdStssion* 


PETITION 

I 

A  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  UPON  THE  NORTHERN  AND 

WESTERN  FRONTIERS, 

haying    the  tmploymenL,  on   the  great  western   Itikes,   of  a  steam 

revenue  cutter. 


February  4,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


7*9  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representaiivos  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  petition  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  residing  upon  the  northern  and 

western  frontier  of  the  United  States, 


liT  represents: 


Hkspectful 

That  the  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing  commerce  of  the  ^reat  wes- 
lenr  lakes,  and  the  tempestuous  weather  incident  to  them,  in  the  spring 
^  fidl  seasons,  (at  which  tim^  the  most  business  is  done,)  subject  to 
great  hazard  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens  by  shipwreck.    The 
^^Mlions  and  troubled  state  of  the  Canadas,  and  our  contiguity  to  them 
tfaronghout  the  whole  extent  of  the  frontier,  a  distance  of  6  or  700  miles, 
trom  the  Falls  of  Niagara  to  Lake  Superior,  calls  for  some  maritime  pro- 
lectioii  other  than  that  which  is  employed  by  the  General  Government  at 
present,  consisting  of  one   small  revenue  cutter  of  60  tons,  or  there- 
abouts. The  great  advanta^  of  steamers  over  sail  craft,  not  only  for  inland 
navigation,  but  their  capability  to  overcome  adverse  winds,  and  their  expedi- 
tion, renders  them  peculiarly  adapted  to  our  lake  navi^tion,  and  designates 
them  as  the  safest,  cheapest,  and  best  means  of  assisting  our  shipping  in 
distress,  prot^ting  the  revenue  laws,  and  energetically  enforcing  our 
neutral  relations  with  the  English  Government.    Your  petitioners  would 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  the  necessity 
and  utihty  of 'passing  a  law,  authori2ing  and  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  constructed  a  steam  revenue  cutter  of  suffi- 
Cleat  capacity  and  magnitude,  to  be  manned  and  ibmished  as  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case  may  require.    I)istances  have  occurred,  and  will  again 
occur,  in  which  a  staunch  steam  vessel  in  Government  employ  would, 
fiom  her  ability  to  overcome' the;  elements,  and  having  with  her  extra  men 
and  apparel,  save  milny  valuable  lives,  ana  vast  amount  of  property,  excla- 
aive  ot  many  other    itnpbrtdnt  ^rvices  which  she>  could  r^ndec  lo  VY\^ 
Covemment-Hsuch  as '  the  transportation  of  troops,  munilions  ot  viat, 
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adding  to  our  topographical  Icnowledge,  by  surveys  of  Ihe  lakes  and  the 
coasts,  and  placing  buoys  upon  the  numerous  reefs  and  shoals,  and  thereby 
initiating  their  hazardous  navigation. 

Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  bodies 
to  the  large  armed  force  now  in  requisition  by  the  English  Government 
upon  Lake  Erie,  consisting  of  three  large  armed  steamers,  ^nd  several 
sail  vessels ;  the  hostile  feelmgs  beginning  to  exist  between  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  and  those  of  the  United  States,  near  the  boundary  lines ;  the 
great  inducemQnts  held  out  to  freebooters,  by  thi^  facility  with  which  ^  sail 
vessel  may  be  eluded^  and  the  recent  ipelancholy  disasters  on  the  lake,  in 
which  it  was  impossible  to  afford  relief  with  the  present  revenue  cutter, 
^ing  a  sail  vessel,  urge  with .  convincing  force,  the  sqperiority  of  steam 
vessels  over  those  propelled  by  sail, 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  take  the 
subject  into  consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed 
most  expedient  to  efiect  the  desired  object.  And  your  petitioners  will  ever 
pray,  fcc.  '     ' 


'■'     i; 


Franklin  Geer 
George  Killison 

-     lifter  Campblell 
W.  T.  Cle&ris^ 
Alexander  Colt 
Archibald  Thompson 
B.  B.  Vincent      <    ' 
Wm.  Benson,  jr. 
John  Wood 
I)avid  Boyd  J 
John  lP.  Vincent 
JohnB/)yd     ' 
Wiliiaiti  johnsop 
UetityH,  Bf)yt 
Ampd' Juci$6u, 
Viftn.  'Jud$ori 
Lewis  Strongs 
Samu'el  Dpripel 
Cnas.  C.  BpTO 
Jabes  jf.,  Y.  Hunt 
E^r^^ljhioofa      ' 

'     John' Curtis^ 

''  Wm."  Vincent 
Wtnl 'Smith' 
Johh  Tracjf, 

/  *  Geot^e  don  vers 

Hitam  Mattison 

Pe^er  Smiih 

^    ATchibald  WoodsicTe 
■\  S;  Skinh^r  *^'"^^  '^ 

William  Boyd 
John  *-""'^^ 


Timothy  Judson 
Matthew*  3nuih ' ' 


John  Phillips 

A.  P.  Rouse 
William  Bat^ 
W.  KJBUck 

James  Weston 
Geo.  L.  Smiths 
Peter  Smitib 
T.  Beebe 
Pcescott  BSetcfdf 
Haripop  Sanderson.^ 
Nfithah  i»Iorton        ' 
I\  TV'  Mijler 
Henry  Colt 
Eajr^  Lijly 
J^.  F.;l3S5ppQn 
Jajnes  lyi,  ^ol^j 
D^yid  Boyd 
Rpubien  '6harpe 
Is^ac  0   Tnpmeis 
Davia  Hirnrod 
James  Courtnw 
Hugfi  Hamiltdn ' 
Michael  M^la^ilppy; 
Alexfipder  Btpi|f^  ,  ' 
J.  E,  Lafkin 
J^mes  Hayes 
0.  p,  H^pfe. 

B.  F|,  Npfxis  ^ 
Gerge  Peter$en^ 
Bepjajmih,  Ijhri^^^ 

J,  M.  vjrwte*  ''  ^': 


Zophan  Davis 
AbDer  Holmes 
IiriD  Camp  * 
Lewis  Frisbee 
P.  E.  Judson 
Jobn  Simpson 
James  R.  Lord 
James  Warren 
James  S.  Colt 
Wilson  Smith 


James  McCullough 
Pliny  Maynard 
Matthew  Lo^an 
John  McCullough 
John  Evans,  jr. 
Geo.  H.  KeUo^ 
B.  Benson 
Robert  Allison 
A.  D.  Allen 
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26th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  F  182  1 


3d  Session. 


REPORT 


nOM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


TaANammFGi 


h  obedience  to  the  act  of  March  2, 1803,  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1S38. 


February  6,  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  February  4, 1839. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  2d  of  March,  1803,  entitled  <<  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
entiUed  an  act  more  eflfectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  es- 
tablishing a  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit,  herewith,  abstracts  of  the  general  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 
Ooited  States,  and  of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition  for  the 
year  183a 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  a.  POINSETT. 
Boa.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

^  k  RiTes,  printers. 
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REMARKS. 

.  a  Riflemen  and  grenadiers  included. 

b  The  Adjutant  General  says  there  are  in  the  State,  15  regiments,  91  companies  of  infao try i 
and  17  companies  of  light  infantry;  the  whole  numbier  of  militia  enrolled  is  probably  abooS 
9,600. 

c  The  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  reports  the  aggregate  182,440. 

d  The  Adjutant  General  qf  the  Slate  reports  the  return  to  be  incomplete,  and  the  aggregate 
less  than  it  ought  to  be. 

e  The  Adjutant  Gkneral  of  the  State  reports  the  returas  *'  extremely  defective." 

Adjutant  General's  Office,  Waskingtonf  Fthruary  4,  1839. 
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if  Slates  and  Territories,  according  to  the  act  of  March,  1803,  for  the 
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/  The  Governor  reports  no  returns  from  several  regiments,  and  says,  "if  a  complete  return 
coold  be  had,  oar  militia  woald  be  at  least  85,000. 

,  I  The  Adjutant  Greneral  says  the  actual  strength  falls  verv  little  short  of  200,000. 
*  i  The  Adjutant  Greneral  says,  "  after  waiting  until  this  late  period,  I  have  been  only  able 
to  receive  a  return  from  one  division  for  the  year  1834." 

i  The  Governor  reports  the  first  regiment  of  infantry  imperfect;  the  second,  only  two  com- 
puiies  returned ;  (he  fifth  and  ninth,  no  returns  received. 

^  The  Adjutant  General  reports  the  militia  about  4,000  effective  men« 

^  No  return. 

*Tbe  first  and  second  brigades  not  heard  from. 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  Gtneral  U.  S.  Army. 
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Hon  of  the  militia  of  the  United  StcUes^  for  the  year  1838. 
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^  ^  vi^  tbose  which  fttrnishlhe  alrength  of  the  militia. 


R.  J0NB8, 
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DOCUMENT 

■BOWDIO 

mber  of  suits  on  the  tried  docket  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
e  United  States  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  during  the 
fix  years. 


February  6,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Nashville,  January  26,  1839. 

[dersigned  beins^  the  judge  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
cts  of  East  aud  West  Tennessee,  and  the  acting  clerk  of  the  circuit 
listrict  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  West  Tennes- 
it  Nashville,  would 

TFULLY   REPRESENT  : 

perceiving  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Senate, 
>th  instant,  showing  the  number  of  suits  on  the  trial  docket  of  each 
drcuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  that  a  defective  and  meagre 
Qt  is  furnished  of  the  dockets  of  this  district,  and  believing,  if  any 
ipon  said  report  is  contemplated,  that  justice  requires  the  Senate 
be  in  possession  of  the  whole  truth,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
ig  as  the  actual  number  of  causes  on  our  trial  docket  for  the  last 

ITS. 

e  year  1833  there  were  on  docket  222  causes. 
1834        do.  do.        219  causes. 

1836        do.  do.        154  causes. 

1836  do.  do.  83  law  and  11  equity. 

1837  do.  do.        248  law  and  14  equity. 

1838  do.  do.        442  law  and  18  equity. 

lie  practice  of  our  court,  no  continuances  are  granted  except  for 
hown  on  affidavit,  and  consequently,  at  every  term  each  cause  on 
:ket  stands  for  trial.  Of  the  causes  for  trial  in  1838,  416  were  tried ; 
e  for  trial  in  1837,  only  18  were  left  untried ;  and  generally,  at  the 
a  term,  there  are  not  more  than  from  fifteen  to  thirty  causes  remain- 
court,  and  they  remain  only  for  particular  and  special  reasons ;  the 
being  fully  disposed  of  every  term,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  done, 
judgments  of  the  last  term  amounted  to  near  $600,000 ;  and  we 
that  the  average  of  the  last  five  years  would  not  fall  short  of 
00  per  annum ;  and  these  amounts  are  given,  independently  of  large^ 
ts  which  are  paid  after  suits  brought,  and  before  judgment 
certify  that  the  facts  above  stated  are  derived  from  an  inspection  of 
:kets  of  said  court,  which  are  now  before  us. 

MORGAN  W.  BROWN,  Dist.  Jtidge. 
PRESTON  HAY,  Acting  Clerk. 
the  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Rires,  printe/y. 
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PETITION 

op; 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  DIRECTORS 

OP  THE 

iSdma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company^  and  others^  citizens  of  Florida^ 
praying  ihcU  said  company  be  permitted  to  enter  a  quantity  of  public 
land  at  the  minimum  pricCy  ^c. 


February  6,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Setiate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  humble  prayer  of  your  petitioners,  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company,  and  others,  citizens  of  Pensa- 
ccia,  Florida, 

Respectfully  showeth  : 

That  your  petitioners  feel  deeply  solicitous  for  the  success  of  the  effort 
now  being  made,  by  means  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  railroad,  to  con- 
nect the  navigable  waters  of  Mobile  bay  with  the  Tennessee  river.  A  route 
highly  favorable  for  this  purpose  has  been  selected,  the  surveys  made,  and 
nearly  25  miles  of  the  graduation  completed.  The  length  of  the  route  will 
be  170  miles,  and  the  entire  cost  will  not  exceed  $1,600,000.  The  route 
has  Been  undertaken  and  prosecuted  by  private  enterprise  alone,  having 
*  heretofore  received  no  financial  assistance  from  the  State. 

This  work,  which  is  destined  to  afford  the  only  direct  communication 
between  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  North  Alabama,  East  Tennessee,  and  a 
portion  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  Middle  Ten- 
nessee and  thtf  valley  of  the  Ohio,  is  necessarily  an  enterprise  of  no  ordi- 
nary importance.  It  directly  involves  the  interest,  not  only  of  a  widely 
extendedterritory  and  population,  but  also,  in  some  measure,  that  of  the 
whole  country,  by  providing  an  expeditious  inland  conveyance  between 
the  seaboard  and  the  populous  districts  of  the  west ;  and  thus  allowing,  in 
time  of  war,  that  rapid  concentration  of  troops  and  supplies  upon  our  ex- 
posed  ports  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  would  enable  us,  more  effectually 
than  by  millions  expended  in  fortifications,  to  repel  invasion. 

Prom  the  termination  of  the  road  at  Selma,  we  shall  have  not  only  a 
direct  communication  with  the  Bay  of  Mobile,  through  the  Alabama  river, 
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but,  by  means  of  a  railroad  now  in  contemplationj  may  also  have  a  connex- 
ion with  Pensacola — a  consideration  of  great  importance,  as  at  this  point 
we  have  the  only  practicable  harbor  for  ships  of  -war,  and  the  only  naval 
depot  on  the  whole  range  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  west  of  the 
>Capes  of  Florida.  The  work  will  also  be  of  great  general  importance,  by 
the  saving  of  time  and  expense  in  the  transportation  of  the  mails.     The  ex- 

})ress  mail  from  Louisville  to  JNew  Orleans  passes  through  Huntsville,  and 
rom  thence,  continuing  nearly  on  the  route  of  our  railroad,  unites  with  the 
eastern  mail  at  Montgomery.  The  expense  of  transportation  between 
Huntsville  and  Montgomery  is  about  $50,000  per  annum. 

When,  by  the  completion  of  the  line  of  Macadamized  roads,  now  in  course 
of  construction,  between  the  Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers,  we  shall,  in  con- 
liexion  \irith  our  railroad,  have  an  improved  highway  of  communication  as 
faf^ouWi  as  Selma,  on  the  Alabama  river,  to  be,  perhaps,  eventually  still 
further  extended,  it  is  evident  to  your  petitioners  that  this  will  be  the  great 
route  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  between  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  and  other  commercial  points  in  the  western  country  and  New 
Orleans. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  respectfully  represent,  that  the  route  of 
the  Selma  and  Tennessee  railroad  passes  throujjh  a  considerable  extent  of 
wild  and  unoccupied  lands.     A  laige  proportion  of  these  lands  are  barren 

Sine  woods,  of  little  or  no  value  for  agricultural  purposes ;  the  best  evi- 
efice  of  which  is,  that   they  remain  vacant,  although  subject  to  entry  for 
nearly  twenty  years. 

On  that  part  of  the  line  which  passes  through  the  Cherokee  nation,  nearly 
all  the  valuable  lands  have  been  settled,  and  are  now  claimed  under  the 
pre  efmplion  law. 

On  the  top  of  the  Sand  mountain,  there  is  a  large  amount  of  land  of  fair 
quality,  which,  owing  to  its  situation,  is  entirely  unoccupied,  and  will  pro- 
bably forever  remain  unsold,  unless  brought  into  notice  by  this  improve- 
ment. It  is  estimatrd  that  there  are  900  square  miles,  equal  to  576,000 
acres,  On  the  table  of  the  mountain,  of  land  available  for  agricultural  pnr- 
.  poses,  and  which  it  is  supposnd  would  command  Government  price  on  the 
'  compleiion  of  the  railroad.  The  lands  on  the  southern  portion  oi  the  ronte, 
although  ot  inferior  quality,  will  yet  undoubtedly  become  of  some  valuc,on 
account  of  the  timber,  after  the  completion  of  the  road. 

xis  these  lands  can  only  be  rend  cried  available  to  the  Government  thron«:iv 
the  labors  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company,  your  petitioners 
beg  leave  to  represent,  that  they  deem  it  but  justice  to  the  company  that 
your  honorable  bodies  should  grant  such  aid  to  the  work  as  can  be  legiti- 
mately afforded,  having  reference  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  as  a  great 
landed  proprietor  ;  looking,  also,  to  the  essential  importance  of  the  enter- 
prise in  a  military  point  of  view,  and  the  saving  of  time  and  expense  in  the 
transportation  of  the  mails,  which  will  result  from  its  accomplishment. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  would  humbly  suggeist  to  your  honorable 
'bodies  the  expediency  of  encouraging  the  enterprise  in  auestion,  by  allow- 
ing the  company  to  enter  any  vacant  lands  they  may  select  contiguous  to 
the  route,  limiting  the  atnount  say  at  250,000  acres,  to  be  paid  for  hereaf- 
ter, at  the  minimum  price,  by  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  munitions  of 
war,  troops,  and  Government  stores,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
at  the  tune,  to  be  govern ed  by  the  prices  paid  to  other  railroad  compani^ 
in  this  and  the  adjoining  States,  for  services  of  a  similar  character. 
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And  your  petitioners  beg  leave  further  to  call  the  attention  of  your  hon- 
orable bodies  to  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  for  the  relinquishment  to  the 
State  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement  This 
bill  having  passed  the  honorable  the  Senate,  your  petitioners  humbly  pray 
hat  it  may  have  the  sanction  of  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representa- 
ives,  and  become  a  law  during  the  present  session. 

And  your  petitioners^  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  (fcc. 


John  Innerarity 

Robert  Mitchell 

Juan  Brosnaham 

James  Forsyth 

John  Jerrison 

Ferdinand  Christine 

M.  D.  Hernandez 

Thomas  J.  Gardner 

W.  Morrison 

J.  Jemson,  jr. 

John  Campbell 

J.  B.  Foster 

Francis  De  la  Bua 

I/)uis  Paroginy 

W.  H.  Coope 

H.  Farmer 

T.  B.  Jerrison 

D.  G.  Gunn 

Hora.  L.  Higley 

George  N.  Bark  ley 

Joseph  duigles 

G.  T.  Pattison 

Francis  Parker 

Wra.  Dougherty 

William  Grant 

M.  Crapper 

Francis  Bobe 

Joseph  S.  Leveit 

Francis  Repman 

Charles  LeBaron 

James  Gonzalez 

A.  Caldwell 

John  McKinlay 

David  A.  Northrop 

Henry  A.  Arnold 

J.  M.  Hill 

John  Tobin 

VV;  H.  Chase,  Maj,  of  Engineers 

J.  0.  Smith 

J.  M.  Sweet 


Harmon  Kelly 

A.  J.  Dallas 
J.  Stunard 
Mark  Miller 
James  R.  Riley 
John  Hunt 
Samuel  Gonzalez 
William  Stedman 

B.  Dikman 
Philip  A.  Caro 

E.  S.  Woolson 
George  G.  Pattison 
Francis  Lavalle 

J.  Stackey 
Peter  Woodbine 
Joseph  E.  Caro 
Henry  Mitchelet,  jr. 

B.  S.  Parsons 
W.  H.  Baker 

C.  H.  Lopez 
William  A.  Bell 
W.  M.  Wilson 
Charles  C.  Reyn 
A.  Guillemand 
L.  N.  Amos 
Alexander  McVay 
Frederick  Kelly 
Henry  H.  Nunco 
Henry  Hey 
Zeno'n  Sachet 

H.  F.  Ingraham 
George  Willis 
Sebastian  Barrioz 
Joseph  Sierra 
Isaac  Hulse 

F.  D.  Parke 
William  Yates 
James  Catlin 

C.  Evans,  Judge. 
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DOCUMENT 

m  RELATION 

To  the  stibfugation  of  the  hostile  Indians  in  FloHda. 


February  6,  1839. 

Laid  an  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Dover,  State  of  Delaware, 

February  2,  1839. 

Sir  :  The  anxiety  I  feel  for  the  welfare  of  my  country  in  all  her  diffi- 
culties, I  hope  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  thus  addr^ing  you  upon  the . 
important  subject  of  the  final  subjugation  of  the  Indians  in  Florida.  I  have 
had  much  experience  in  Indian  warfare  on  our  northwestern  frontier,  and 
understand  their  character  well.  I  served  nine  years  as  an  officer  in  the 
United  States  army  during  the  late  war  and  subsequently.  I  served  a  cam- 
paign in  Florida  as  captain  of  volunteers  from  Philadelphia,  under  the 
coounand  of  Captain  Thistle,  and  have  had  some  opportunities  of  forming 
a  judgment  of  the  particular  character  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  the 
q)erations  of  the  army  last  year,  and  the  probable  result  of  future  opera- 
tions. In  consequence  of  which,  I  have  been  not  a  little  curious  to  see 
what  measures  the  Government  may  resort  to,  in  order  to  relieve  itself  from 
the  ruinous  expenditure  and  sacrifice  of  life  to  which  it  has  long  been  sub- 
jected ;  and  how  accomplish  the  still  gfreater  difficulty  of  giving  permanent 
peace  and  security  to  that  important  frontier. 

The  entire  and  absolute  expulsion  of  the  Indians  from  Florida  is  recom- 
inended  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  appears  to  me  the  sure 
and  only  means  of  permanent  tranquillity  in  that  quarter,  but  the  proposi- 
tion is  rather  abstract,  since  he  has  not  pointed  out,  with  even  tolerable  pre- 
cision, any  mode  by  which  it  can  be  accomplished. 

This  defect  is  sought  to  be  remedied  by  the  provisions  in  the  bill  recently 
reported  to  the  Senate  by  the  MiHtary  Committee ;  but  so  far  from  its 
making  provision  for  expelling  the  Indians,  it  provides  for  their  permanent 
occupancy  of  Florida,  and  furnishes  them  with  subjects  for  additional  mur- 
das  3nd  depredation  out  of  such  miserable  settlers  as  ignorance  or  stern 
necessity  may  lead  into  that  inhospitable  re^on.  And  so  far  from  its  pro- 
dnciDg  prompt  and  perpetual  peace,  its  direct  tendency  is  to  create  per- 
petual war,  and  at  length  either  destroy  or  banish  the  settlers,  while  it  gives 
strength  and  confidence  to  the  enemy,  which  will  compel  the  Government, 
cTen  at  last,  to  either  drive  the  enemy  from  the  country  or  exterminate 
them. 

Since  having  seen  the  reports  referred  to,  I  have  seen  by  accident  a  doc- 
ument printed  by  the  Senate,,  emanating  from  my  old  hunter  friend,  Cap- 
^  Thistle,  who,  with  his  accustomed  skill  in  9uch  matters,  has,  with  a 
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clearness  not  to  be  misunderstood  or  mistified,  pointed  out  the  whole  eviLand 
the  sole  remedy^and  I  am  so  well  satisfied  of  the  efficiency  of  his  plan,  and  the 
efficiency  of  himself,  that  I  will  with  alacrity  volunteer  under  his  command,  if 
his  plans  should  be  adopted,  and  bring  with  me  to  the  field  not  less  than 
five' or  six  hundred  men,  as  volunteers,  of  the  best  materials,  and  I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  that  suitable  volunteers  can  be  had,  and  will  be  promptly 
offered,  even  as  rar  as  may  be  desired,  from  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere, 
the  moment  this  plan  is  promulgated.  I  have  the  honor  to  hold  a  commis- 
sion as  cdonei  ot  the  163d  regiment,  Pennsylvania  militia,  and  also  a  cap- 
taincy  of  volunteers.  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  the  chivalric  spirit  of  the 
miUtary  of  Pennsylvania  and  our  country  generally,  and  have  spoken 
nothing  at  hazard.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  no  compromise  with  the  In- 
dians of  Florida  will  answer  the  ultimate  views  of  the  Government ;  that 
they  must  be  driven  £com  the  soil ;  and  that  Captain  Thistle's  plan  is  the 
only  efficient  one  to  be  pursued. 

I  request  that  this  communication  may  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRITTON  EVANS,  Col  153d  Reg^  Pa.  mUUid. 

Hon.  Richard  H.  Bayard,  U.  S.  Senator. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


MOTION 


IN 


Ration  to  the  payment  of  claims  for  Indian  depre4ations. 


February  6,  1839. 

3li.  W^RicHT  sabmitted  the  following  motion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Resolved f  That  the  bill  before  the  Senate  entitled  <<  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  lezal  representatives  of  John  J.  Bulow,  junior,  deceased,"  and  all 
other  biHs  beforethe  Senate,  providing  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  suffer- 
ers by  the  late  Indian  wars  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  in  the  States 
of  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  be  recommitted  to  the  Clommittee  of 
Claims,  with  instructions  that  the  committee  examine  and  report  to  the 
Senate,  whether  facts  are  before  the  committee,  or  the  body,  upon  which 
a  judgment  can  be  formed  as  to  the  extent  and  character  of  the  claims  for 
indemnity  to  grow  out  of  these  wars ;  of  the  extent  of  those  claims  which 
vill  be  embraced  within  the  principles  of  the  bills  already  reported  for  the 
action  of  the  Senate ;  and,  if  so,  to  report  further  a  general  bill  in  confor- 
mity with  the  principles  which  they  shall  suppose  ought  to  be  adopted  for 
the  settlement  of  those  claims,  the  facts  and  testimony  upon  which  their 
conclusions  are  founded,  and  the  amount  of  claims  to  be  embraced  within 
the  legislation  they  may  propose. 

Bbui  &  Rives,  piinters. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES: 


Pebrvart  7|  1839. 

submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

(  To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  277.  ] 

The  Commiitee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  which  was  re/erred  the  petition  of 
Henry  Fry^  late  a  purser  in  the  navy^  praying  for  a  pension^ 
reports 

That  the  petitioner  states,  under  oath,  that  in  1812,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty  attached  to 
the  naval  operations  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  he  sustained  a  serious  (and  now 
incurable)  injury,  which  has  rendered  him  incapable  of  supporting  him- 
self: That  while  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  on  Lake  Ontario 
was  in  its  infant  state,  and  vessels  of  war  were  being  built,  the  land  forces 
were  deemed  insufficient  to  defend  Sackett's  Harbor  from  an  assault  by 
the  enemy,  and  an  attack  was  daily  expected.  By  general  order,  every 
officer  of  the  navy,  including  the  petitioner,  then  a  purser  on  that  station, 
was  required  to  repair  to  his  post  on  shipboard,  whether  by  day  or  by 
night,  at  the  firing  of  the  alarm  gun :  That  the  petitioner,  then  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Captain  James  T.  Leonard,  was  permitted,  with 
sundry  other  officers,  to  live  on  shore,  there  being  no  suitable  accommo- 
dations for  them  on  shipboard,  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  being  small ;  under 
strict  orders,  however,  to  repair  on  board  forthwith  on  the  firing  of  the 
signal  gun:  That  in  the  month  of  January,  1812,  while  sitting  at  his 
fireside,  in  company  with  his  commanding  officer,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven  in  the  evening,  the  alarm  gun  was  fired,  when  the  said 
Pry,  together  with  his  commander,  immediately  ran  for  the  vessels,  which 
were  then  frozen  in  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  at  a  distance  of  several  hundred 
yards  from  the  shore ;  and  being  unacquainted  with  running  on  glib  ice, 
he  fell,  unobserved  by  his  conmiander,  the  night  being  extremely  dark,  and 
was  unable  to  rise  for  some  time,  and  could  not  reach  the  vessels,  being  so 
badly  hurt;  and  for  many  days* afterwards  he  sufiered  severe  pain,  and 
consulted  Dr.  Caton,  of  the  navy,  Dr.  Buchanan,  senior  surgeon,  beii^ 
thai  absent ;  that  the  injury  thus  received  terminated  in  hydrocele  of  enor- 
mooasisDe,  which  was  not  developed  fok*  some  time  after  the  fall.  On  appli- 
codon  to  Dr.  Buchanan,  senior  surgeon  of  the  fleet,  he  was  advised  to 
leave. the  station,  where  it  was.  impossible  to  have  the  necessary  operation 
pQrfoniiid.^frjom  tba  want>  of  suitable'  room  and  other  requisites  4o  a  case 
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of  surgery ;  that  be  obtained  a  furlough  from  Commodore  Chauncey  on  the 
30th  June,  1813,  stating  "  that  in  consequence  of  your  several  applications 
for  permission  to  leave  this  station  on  account  of  your  health,  and  the 
representation  of  Dr.  Buchanan  that  an  operation  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  complete  restoration  of  the  same,  you  have  therefore  my  penbission 
to  go  on  furlough  until  the  restoration  of  your  health,  and  then  report 
yourself  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy."  That,  after  an  absence  of  some 
months,  and  being  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Wearing,  of  Rhode  Island,  he 
supposed  himself  to  be  sufficiently  reinstated  in  health  to  resume  his  official 
duties,  &c.  On  February  14, 1814,  he  asked  orders  to  return  to  Lake 
Ontario,  where  it  was  ei^pected  a  sharp  conflict  would  soon  ensue  between 
the  fleets;  that,  soon  after  his  return  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  relapse  of  his 
disease  came  on  and  continued  to  impair  his  health  in  so  much  that 
at  the  close  of  the  war  he  submitted  to  another  surgical  operation,  and 
ever  since  has  labored  under  the  infirmity^  and  is  now  sufiering  from  the 
same  cause,  and  wholly  unable  to  do  any  thing ;  that  he  is  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  obtaining  a  pension  at  the  department,  from  absolute  impossi- 
bility of  furnishing  the  kind  of  evidence  required  by  the  rules  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  that  he  is  not  only  helpless,  but  without  property  or  friends  able 
to  save  him  from  the  almshouse  in  his  old  age.  From  the  character  and 
reputation  of  Mr  Fry,  as  a  man  of  truth,  the  committee  do  not  hesitate  to 
believe  his  statement  under  oath,  but  yet  they  would  not  feel  justified  in 
reporting  a  bill  on  the  mere  statement  of  any  man,  however  respectable, 
unless  supported  by  other  evidence.  In  the  present  case  the  petitioner,  in 
addition  to  his  sworn  statement,  has  the  furlough  of  Com.  Chauncey, 
granting  leave  of  absence  as  before  stated,  the  statements  of  Dr.  Buchanan, 
of  Dr.  Physic,  and  of  Dr.  Harris,  which  are  annexed  and  made  part  of 
this  report,  from  all  which  the  committee  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  disability  is  total,  and  the  result  of  an  injury  received  by  the  petitioner 
in  service,  and  in  the  line  oi  his  duty,  and  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

Per  order, 

REUEL  WILLIAMS. 


I  hereby  certify,  that  Mr.  Henry  Fry,  late  a  purser  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  is  afflicted  with  a  hydrocele,  and  an  enlargement  of  the  right 
testical.  I  witnessed  an  operation  performed  on  it  by  Dr.  Physic  upwajds 
of  twenty  years  ago.  The  disease  is  now  in  an  aggravated  condition,  and 
occasions,  at  times,  much  suffering. 

THOS.  HARRIS, 
Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 
Philadelphia,  April  23,  1837. 


Philadelphia,  May  27,  1837. 

I  hereby  cenify,  that  in  the  month  of  May,  1816,  I  was  applied  to  by 
Mr.  Henry  Fry,  then  a  purser  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
radical  cure  of  a  hydrocele,  on  the  right  side,  with  which  he  was  afflicted 
After  having  explained  the  different  methods  of  operating  in  such  cases,  it 
was  determined  to-  try  that  by  injection.  This  operation  was  performed 
by  me/ but  without  final  success.    I,  therefore,  advised  him  to  submit  ta 
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(he  method  by  incision,  as  being,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  certain  in  eflfect- 
ing  a  radical  care.  Unfortunately,  at  that  time,  Mr.  Fry's  professional  du- 
ties prevented  him  from  devoting  sufficient  time  to  have  the  operation  per- 
formed, and  to  have  the  necessary  treatment  afterwards  completed,  and  he 
now  informs  me  it  has  not  yet  been  attempted. 

PHILIP  S.  PHYSICK. 


Mount  Pleasant,  Greenock,  Judy  22,  1837. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Mr.  Henry  Fry,  a  purser  in  .the  United  States  ser^ 
vice,  was,  in  1813,  afflicted  with  hj^rocele,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  visited 
Philadelphia  on  furlough  from  Commodore  Chauncey,  the  crowded  and 
inconvenient  state  of  the.  accommodations  at  Sacketfs  Harbor  rendering 
sQch  removal  desirable,  if  not  absolutely  necessary ;  and  that  I  then  gave 
Mr.  Fry  a  certificate  to  the  above  effect,  that  he  might  thus  place  himself 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Physic  or  any  other  professional  man  he  might  select ; 
which  certificate,  I  am  informed,  was  unfortunately  destroyed  by  the  con- 
flagiation  of  the  public  offices  at  Washington. 

W.  W.  BUCHANAN,  M.  D. 


5ih  Congress,  [  SENATE.  1  f  l  sg  1 

2d  Session.  .  ' 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


MH« 


February  7, 1S39. 

SabmJtted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sevier  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  494.] 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  House  biU 
No.  494,  with:  accompanying  papers,  report  : 

That  John  Baldridee,  a  native  Cherokee,  claims  three  hundred  dollars, 
for  an  improvement  which  was  occupied  by  him  in  that  part  of  the  Cherokee 
coantry  which  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  treaty  with  the  Chero- 
iees,  of  the  gth  of  July,  1817.    This  claim  is  supposed  to  be  based  upon 
^provisions  of  the  7th  article  of  that  treaty,  which  stipulates  "to  pay  for 
^1  improvements  which  add  real  value  to  the  lands  lying  within  the  boun- 
jlwies ceded  to  the  United; States;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  give  in  exchange 
^provements  of  equal  value,  which  the  emigrants  may  leave,  and  lor 
^hich  they  are  to  have  pay."    Fifteen  years  after  this  treaty  was  made,  it 
^ppears  from  the  papers,  that  four  individuals,  William  Dawson,  James 
Kotherford,  John  Johnson,  and  Benjamin  Carbett,  appeared  before  Francis 
Younp.  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Jackson  county,  Alabama,  and  testified 
ttiat  said  Baldridge  was  in  possession  of  an  improvement  and  ferry  at  Crew 
^reek,  Jackson  county,  Alabama,  when  the  treaty  of  1817  was  made ;  and 
that  be  (so  far  as  they  knew)  never  was  paid  for  said  improvement,  which, 
according  to  their  estimate,  was  worth  three  hundred  dollars ;  these  affida- 
vits, as  well  as  all  the  signatures  but  that  of  Dawson,  evidently  appear  to 
have  been  written  l^  the  same  hand.    Accompanying  the  proof  is  a  certifi- 
cate of  H.  Montgomery,  Indian  agent,  dated  21st  December,  1833,  stating 
Uiat  **  the  name  of  John  Baldridge  does  not  appear  on  the  list  of  persons  for 
whom  improvements  on  the  ceded  lands  were  valued ;  nor  has  the  place  he 
claims  pay  for  been  paid  to  any  other  person." 

No  reason  is  assigned  to  the  committee  why  this  claim,  if  a  valid  one, 
should  not  have  been  liquidated  ot  the  time  the  treaty  was  ratified,  as  the 
Ignited  States  had  a  commissioner  there,  to  value  the  improvements  and 
Jay  for  them  at  the  time.  And  it  appears  to  the  committee,  in  the  absence 
of  all  proofi  too  strong  a  presumption  that  this  Indian  was  ignorant  of  his 
claim  for  fifteen  years,  if  lue  had  any,  when  all  those  who  nad  improve- 
ments to  be  paid  for  received  the  value  of  them,  according  to  the  treaty 
stipulations.     If  he  had  a  claim  for  the  improvement,  as  he  got  no  pay  for 
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it.  the  committee  infer  that  he  received  another  improven^nt  in  lieu  of  it, 
as  was  stipulated  for  in  the  7th  article  aforesaid. 

There  is  no  certificate  testifying  to  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses ;  and 
it  also  appears  that  this^claim^^  for  the  first  time,  was  presented  to  Congress 
in  March,  183^  nearly  nineteen  years  ^  after  tfae^  aU^ned  Uability  of  the 
United  States.  The  conunittee  think  it  unjust  to  the  Imited  States  to  open 
such  investigations,  after  so  great  a  kq^  of  time,  without  very  special  rea- 
sons, which  they  do  not  fin4;  iort^  c^.  ufifjn^  consideration ;  and,  there- 
fore, recommend  the  rq^uonpf  the,  bill. 


Ir  ?■     ■ 
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IN  3BNAT*i  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  7,  1839. 

Sabmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Seyier  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  358.] 

hmmiiiee  an  Indian  Afairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  H.  R. 
358,  mid  accomponying  documents,  for  the  relief  of  Poos  Hadgo, 
reek  Indian^  report : 

it  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1814  at  Fort 
o,  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  Indians, 
Creek  warrior  and  chief  friendly  to  the  United  States  during  the  war, 
e  entitled  to  a  section  of  land,  to  include  his  improYements,  which 
accrue  to  him  and  his  descendants  so  long  as  he  or  they  should 
r  the  same,  but  after  Yoluntary  abandonment  thereof,  the  right  of 
jicy  to  deYolve  to  the  United  States. 

Lhe  3d  of  March,  1817,  Congress  passed  an  act  to  carry  said  treaty 
&et  Under  the  proYisions  of  said  act,  Poas  Iladgo  (beins;  one  of 
intitl^d  to  a  section  of  land  proYided  for  by  the  first  article  of  the 
of  the  9th  of  August,  1814)  select^  his  reservation  and  obtained  a 
ate  for  it,  of  the  General  Land  Office,  bearing  date  the  6tb  of  Octo- 
E26,  which  patent  states  <<  that  Poas  Hadgo  is  entitled  to  occupy  the 
ng  tract  of  land,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress," 
fnctional  section  eighteen,  of  township  six,  in  range  thirty  east, 
ling  five  hundred  and  thirty  acres  and  twenty-five  hundredths  of  an 
1  the  district  of  land  ojSTered  for  sale  at  Sparta,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 

the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Congress  passed  an  act  to  aid  certain  Indians 
Creek  nation  m  their  removal  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
the  provisions  of  that  act  the  claimant  moved  west  of  the  Mississippi 
arily,  and,  by  so  doing,  lost  his  right  of  occupancy  of  the  above 
led  tract  of  land,  which  reverted  to  the  United  States.  Yet  the  peti- 
Bsks  Congress  to  pay  him  for  that  improvement,  and  a  bill  has  passed 
»use  of  Representatives  for  that  purpose. 

passage  of  this  act  is  urged  on  the  ground  that  the  Commissioner 
General  Land  Office,  George  Graham,  now  dead,  stated  verbally  to 
1  Brearly,  the  agent  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  that  the  United 
would  pay  for  the  occupant  rights  to  those  who  should  voluntarily 
m  them.  According  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Graham's  successor, 
?  no  evidence  in  the  Land  Office  that  such  a  pledge  was  ever  maA^. 
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Yet  Colonel  Brearly,  who  is  also  dead,  testifies  to  it.  The  question  then 
arises,  shall  Congress  pay  the  value  of  such  improvements  upon  the  unau- 
thorized statements  of  the  subordinate  agents  of  the  Government  ?  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Government  is  not  bound  and  ought  not 
to  be  bound  for  any  such  pledge.  The  establishment  of  any  such  princi- 
ple, especially  in  a  case  like  the  present,  would  lead,  as  the'  committee 
believe,  to  a  payment  in  all  similar  cases,  and  result  in  the  disbursement, 
for  such  objects,  of  an  immense  sum  of  money.  The  conmiittee,  therefore^ 
recommend  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 


\ 


25th  C0NOBES8,  [  SENATE.  1  r  190  1 

3dSesswn.  ^  ^ 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  7,  1839. 

SabmiUed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sevier  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  68ai 

Tke  CammUie$  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  House  bill 

No.  668, /or  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dukes ^  report  : 

Joseph  Dukes,  a  half-breed  Choctaw  Indian,  asks  a  ^ant  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  upon  any 
unappropriated  land.  He  sets  up  no  claim  for  it,  but  that  he  was  assisting 
the  missionaries  in  interpreting  and  teaching  the  Choctaws,  6cc,  Many 
of  the  principal  chiefs  also  solicit  the  grant  for  him. 

He  had  no  improvement  when  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  was  made ; 
and  having  no  improvement,  he  was  not,  by  the  terms  of  that  treaty,  en- 
titled to  a  donation  of  land.  Shall  Congress  give  him  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  the  unappropriated  public  land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
because  he  and  his  wife  lost  their  parents  when  they  were  young,  and  had 
been  living  with  missionaries  so  long,  that  he  had  been  unable  to  acquire 
any  property?  The  committee  think  not.  And  if  his  services  had  been 
so  very  important  to  the  Choctaws,  as  the  chiefs  allege  they  were,  it  would 
seem  to  the  committee  a  greater  propriety  in  his  seeking  an  independence 
from  those  who  are  amply  able  to  bestow  it 

The  committee  recommend  the  rejection  of  the  bill . 

Bliir  &  Rives,  printers. 
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3d  Session. 


MEMORIAL 


or 


A  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  THE  mSTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 


ADVERSE 


To  any  legisleUion  ©n  the  part  of  Congress^  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in 

said  District. 


FSBftUARY  7,  1839, 

Laid  on  the  Uible,  aad  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  : 

The  undersigned,  inhabitaats  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  beg  leave 

Respectfullt  to  refresent  : 

That  they  have  seen  with  unfeigned  regret,  notwithstaixling  the  marked 
tlisapprobation  with  which  your)  honorable  bodies  have  heretofore  treated 
similar  petitions,  that  numerous  inconsiderate  and  misguided  individuals, 
in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  still  continue  to  press  upon  your 
honorable  bodies  applications  for  the  aboUtion  of  slavery  within  this  District 

In  the  first  place,  your  memorialists  do  not  desire  the  enactment  of  any 
law  for  the  extinction  of  slavery  within  this  District,  even  conceding  the 
very  questionable  right  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  pass  such  an  act  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  people  whose  interests  are  to  be  especially  involved 
in  its  provisions ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  we  respectfully  suggest,  that 
whatever  may  be  your  powerSkOf.our  duties  in  this  regard,  icis  a  question 
solely  between  you,  our  qnlf/  constitutional  legislators,  and  ourselves ;  is 
entirely  municipal  in  its  character,  and  one  in  which  no  exterior  influence 
has  any  just  ri^ht  to  interpose  or  invoke  your  action.  These  projpqsitions 
your  memorialists  deem  too  plain  to  need  any  argument  to  sustam  them. 
H  at  any  future  period,  it  shall  b^  the  desire  of  the  people  of  this  District 
that  slavery  shall  be  abolished  by  law,  they  will  doubtless  make  their  wishes 
known  to  Congress,  the  Legislature  provided  for  them  by  the  constitiidon, 
and  it  will  then  be  time  enough  for  your  honorable  bodies  to  take  the  mat- 
ter into  consideration. 

It  is  not  that  your  memorialists  are  slave-holders  that  tbeypr^s^Ht  these 
views  to  your  honorable  bodies ;  many  of  them  do  not  owfi  slaves,  and 
some  of  them  might  be  forbidden  b^  conscience  to  hold  any,  but  these, 
nevertheless,  unite  with  others  ia  this  prayer  to  your  honorable  bodies?,  not 
only  from  the  just  respeK)t  due  to  the  legal  rights  of  those,  of  their  neighbors 
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who  do  possess  slaves,  bat  from  a  deep  eonvietion  that  the  continual 
tion  of  tne  subject  by  those  who  can  hare  no  right  to  interfere  withlt  is 
calculated  to  hare  an  injurious  influence  on  the  p^ee  and  tranquillity  of 
the  communitjTi  and  upon  the  well  being  and  happiness  &(  those  who  are 
held  in  subjection. 

Tour  memorialists,  therefore,  b^  leare  as  well  to  protest  against  the  un- 
authorized interference  of  which  they  complain,  as  to  deprecate  anv  legida* 
tion  on  the  part  of  your  honorable  tiodies,  in  compliance  tberewitn. 

Aiut  JK^IO)  memorialists,  aa  in  duty  l^^ 


Peter  Force 

George  Sweeny 

Ti  !>;»  J0(im 

John  Catlett 

Henry  Bradley 

Willam  Miller 

Oeorge  &  Thomas  Packeir 

S.  N,  Washburne 

Thomas  T.  Barnes 

William  H.  Wallace 

BvR^Bohrer 

J.TB.Wrrigerd 
A.  E.  Perry 

WiUiam  M,  P^rry; 
Samuel  Phillips 
Samuel  Robinson 
Anthony  Holmei^d 
J.«.01agett 

Alexander  Mebitiie 
J.  A.  Mk  Dmcanson 
Jaknes  C.  mtsoi^ 
Jtmatflan  Bffiot 


Hitfeaef  9(^Mirse 
Rktoid  W^artiiBgttm 
OMr^  Savage 
J.  B.  Mbig^ 

Ite^amin  Ogle  Tayfee 

CMmuel  T.  Wail 

OrWvPhaiipe 

fVJP.Senames! 

Louis  Beeler 

Jo&an  iSb  Denofto^ 
WiffiionBfflacuc 
&  0;£tec¥ 


R.  C.  Weightman 
Geoi^  A.  Adams  . 
Robert  T:  Patterson 
"Hiomas  Hanley 
S.  Matlock 
Charles  P.  Wannall 
George  S.  Gideon 
Columbus  Drew 
William  T.  Griffith 
Geor&;e  Lambright 

WiUiam  Dunnawin 
Samuel  Wells 
C%  EdmotBfiton 
JohnOlbrkness 
AvMpU.  Di^vj?, 
BOArvey  Cruttenden, 
Kcbam  MicCfoBlij 
TKbtnas  HacOitt 

Thomas  Owen 
Joseph  Harbaug^ 

Theodore  tiarbdugh 

James  jpifth 

lUbertKr 
A.  O^Smii 
Pierce  Shoemaiker 
S.P.>rftnldin 
RCiB^r 
Rojtert  W:  l>yer 
Thomas  Miller 
E.  H.  James 
C/ ul  Jamcd 
Jolb  Goi^urn 
Sieith  Hyatt 
Richam  Wnfirbt 
J.  B.  HolmeaSi' 
SelbyRirker 
Jiamos ' A(ianas 

E  F.  Middletoii 
B6n}ihnin  tieall 
I  Atuaa 


$ 
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Addison  Conawttf 
Robert  H,^8iiiiOM8 
C.  W.  Botete 
John  M.  Donn 
Charles  W.  Bol8ler,  jr. 
b&ac  Beers 
Thomas  K.  Gmy 
Jno.  C.  Knelte 
Jeremiah  Perkins 
F.  KOffatt 
John  S.  Chaneejr 
W.  H.  Stanford 
Wm.  Httisf  iBppeinHQ 
R.  H.  Clemenit 
James  Toong^  jr^ 
R  L.  Baylev 
lohnRaddiff 
Oeoige  Watterston 
Benjamin  E.  Oittings 
Edward  Sinuns 

Elias  H.  IVsny 
Charles  H.  Lane 
W.  W.  Lowe 
Lewis  Wriff ht 
WilUam  Tucker 
Danid  Mitchell 
Samuel  S.  Briggs 
James  Eslin 
J.  P.  Pepper 
R.  W.  Polkinhom 
Alexander  Lee 
Benjamin  Bams 
Wm.  Hayman 
Wm.  T.  Duvall 
James  Lnsbv 
John  Galligfaer 
RE.  WaM 
Joseph  France 
James  France 
Jose^  Borrows 
H.  W.  Sweeting 
C.  J.  R.  Thorpe 
J.  R  Gorman 
WuL  P.  Flint 
T.  H.  Bowea 
J.  R.  Thompson 
M.  Brown 
Jesse  Brown 
Tillotson  P.  Brown 
William  Walsh 
AH.  Toong 
W«  C«  Onus 


Wm.  Wallit 
Samnel  Kirbjr 
Zachariah  Browii 
Francis  J.  Pierce 
John  Hurlev 
Robert  Deney 
Francis  Mattingiy 
S.  W.  Handy 
James  B.  Philiips> 
Noah  Wilson 
Joseph  Thomas* 
0,  C.  Berry 
Samuel  Cooper 
P.  Old 
Christopher 
Marias  T.  Ohnrlce 
E.  O.  Handy 
George  Stettinins 
William  Stettinius 
John  H.  Dniry 
Charles  Stott 
Hagh  B.  Sweeney 
W.  B.  Jackson 
Jno.  E.  Foolkes 
S.  B.  Boarman 
Francis  Hanna 
Jno.  L.  Smith 
J.  T.  Ryon 
Peter  F.  Bacon 
W.  G.  W.  White 
Richard  Brooke 
R.  W.  Brooke 

A.  Coyle 

B.  L.  Jackson 
Wm.  R  Jadnon 
Samuel  N.  Smallwood 
Thomas  N.  Brashears 

C.  Eckloff 
Thomas  R  Griffin 
A.  Hooyer 

W.  K.  Stores 
Thomas  Pursell 
William  R  Kibbey 
William  Dant 
JohnBrannan 
Francis  Dant 
JohnSeagrore 
Leonidas  Coyle 
George  M.  Orouaid 
J.DeeUe 
J.Delano 
J.F.GaUaii 
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James  Cl^phane 
J.  Harbau^h.  jr. 
John  TreS^ 
Charles  Lemon 
Joseph  A.  Deeble 
Thomas  Sessford 
Joshua  Bentier 
William  W.  Moore 
William  A.  Rind 
Samuel  McElwee 
John  Stockwell 
A.  J.  K.  Baker 
J.  Gaither 
E.  Laporte 
W.  Mowbmy 
John  T.  C.  Giark 


John  Cabl^ee 
Henry  Polkinbdm 
John  N.  Moulder 
K.  J.  Pollard 
P.  H.  Brooks 
David  S.  Porter 
William  E.  Morecoe 
F.  Eklmonstoo 
A.  Addison 
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Sec.  6.  That  in  case  it  shall  at  any  time  happen  that  an  election  of 
directors  .«hall  not  be  made,  on  any  day  when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought 
to  have  been  done,  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed 
to  be  dissolved,  but  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  on  any  other  day,  to  hold 
and  make  an  election  of  directors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  have  been  regu- 
lated by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  have  power  to  make  and  prescribe  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regula- 
tions as  to  them  shall  appear  needful  and  proper,  touching  the  management 
and  disposition  of  the  stock,  property,  estate,  and  effects  of  said  corporation  ; 
the  duties  and  condnct  of  the  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  employed  there- 
in ;  the  election  of  directors,  and  all  such  other  matters  as  appertain  to 
the  business  of  a  bank ;  and  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  so  many 
ofBcers,  clerks,  and  servants,  for  carrying  on  the  said  business,  and  with 
such  salaries  and  allowances  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet :  Provided^  That 
such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  this  Territory  ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  president  and  cashier,  whenever  thereto  required,  to  iurnish  to 
the  Lt-gislature  of  the  Slate  or  Territory  in  which  said  bank  is  situated,  a 
statement,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  condition  of  the  bank,  stating  the 
amount  ofdeposiies,  the  profits  on  hand,  the  amount  of  bills  in  circulation, 
the  amount  of  debts  due  Trom  the  directors,  the  amount  due  from  the 
stockholders,  the  amount  of  debts  due  from  ail  other  persons  or  corpora- 
tions, not,  however,  naming  them;  the  amount  of  specie  in  bank,  the 
amount  of  all  bills  of  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their  deposites  in  other 
banks,  the  amount  of  their  stock  in  other  bank^,  the  amount  of  real  estate, 
and  of  other  property  dot  herein  specified,  the  amount  of  capital  actually 
paid  in,  and  shall  contain  a  true  exhibit  of  the  state  of  said  bank. 

Sec.  8.  The  total  amount  of  debts,  which  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any 
lime  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above  the 
specie  then  actually  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not  exceed  three  times  the 
sum  of  the  capital  stock  subscribed  and  actually  paid  into  the  said  bank  ; 
and  in  case  of  such  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  administration  it  shall 
happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their  separate  and  private  capacities ; 
but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  corporation,  or  any  estate,  real 
or  personal,  which  they  may  hold  as  a  body  corporate,  from  being  also  liable 
for  and  chargeable  with  such  excess ;  but  such  of  the  directors  who  have 
been  absent  when  the  said  excess  was  contracted,  or  who  may  have  dissented 
from  the  resolution  or  act,  whereby  the  same  was  so  contracted,  shall  not 
be  so  liable:  no  loan  or  discount  shall  be  made  to  the  directors  of  such  cor- 
poration, or  upon  paper  on  which  such  directofs  or  any  of  them  are  respon- 
sible, to  any  amount  exceeding  one  fourth  the  capital  stock  |xiid  into  said 
bimk :  Provided^  always^  That  the  loans  or  discounts  to  said  directors  may 
t.qiial  one  fourth  of  the  amount  said  hAnk  is  entitled  to  issue,  until  the  said 
capital  stock  shall  be  fifty  thousand  dollars :  And  provided^  further^  That 
such  discounts  shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Skc.  9.  That  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  re- 
quired for  its  accommodation  in  relation  to  the  convenient  transacting  of 
its  business,  or  such  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of 
security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction  of  debts,  previously  contracted  in 
the  course  of  its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments  which 
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either  by  a  wanl  of  quantity  of  water,  or  by  the  flowing  of  the  water,  when 
of  sufficient  quantity,  to  some  particular  boiler  or  part  of  boiler,  thereby 
exposing  some  other  parts  to  the  action  of  the  fire,  and  thus  giving  them 
an  intense  heat.  When  the  water  is  deficient,  the  safety  valve  should  not 
be  open  unless  the  steam  rises  to  the  maximum  not  the  minimum  pressure, 
as  prescribed  by  the  act.  The  free  discharge  of  steam  causes  the  water 
to  waste  with  increased  rapidity,  and  thus  enhances  the  danger  under  these 
circumstances.  I  am  persuaded  the  safety  valve  sliould  be  left  to  its  own 
free  action,  loaded  at  its  maximum ;  but  it  should  be  a  self-acting  valve, 
and  if  an  engineer  or  captain  wishes  to  have  a  valve  to  be  regulated  by 
hand,  let  there  be  two  valves,  one  of  which  at  least  should  carry  out  the 
original  and  true  theory  of  the  invention  over  which  there  was  so  much 
joy  among  the  lovers  of  steam. 

The  provisions  of  the  8th  section,  as  also  those  of  the  9th,  are  such  a$ 
commend  themselves  to  all  conscientious  steamboat  owners.    They  have 
all  been  adopted  in  our  steamers ;  indeed  our  steamers  were  thus  equipped 
originally.     We  have  found  no  difficulty  in  the  use  of  iron  rods  for  steer- 
ing, thoiigli  generally  the  immediate  connexion  with  the  rudder  or  tiller  is  by 
means  of  hide  ropes.  I  would  here  suggest  that  the  rudder  stock  should  always 
be  of  sufficient  length  to  reach  to  some  deck  or  cabin,  where  an  ordinary  wood- 
en or  iron  tiller  ryay  he  shipped  and  worked  in  cases  of  emergency.    No 
practical  difficulty  exists  in  accomplishing  this  end.    I  also  suggest  as 
among  the  essentials  of  an  engine  on  the  condensing  plan,  that  there  be 
one  (or  more)  bilge  injection  pipe ;  this  pipe,  when  used,  supplies  the  con- 
denser with  water  from  the  inside  of  the  vessel,  and  unless  the  leak  is 
of  fi^reat  magnitude,  will  keep  any  steamer  afloat  as  long  as  the  engine 
is  m  motion.    Upon  the  provision  of  signal  lights,  I  would  suggest  thai 
they  should  be  carried  by  all  vessels,  whether  in  motion  or  at  anchor,  espe- 
cially  in  our  rivers  and  sounds.     Would  it  be  difficult  to  embrace  this  pro- 
vision?   There  is  constantly  great  liability  to  accident  from  collison  with 
sailing  vessels;  they  are  seen  with  difficulty;  their  course  is  determined 
with  greater  difficulty ;  and  hence  accidents  generally  disastrous  to  the 
sailing  vessels,  but  dangerous  to  the  steamer,  are  not  uncommon  in  our 
waters,  and  have  been,  sometimes,  fatal  in  their  consequences. 

Of  the  hardship  of  that  departure  from  common  law  which  throws  the 
burdett  of  proof,  of  no  want  of  care,  on  the  steamboat  owner,  whose  only 
proof  may  have  been  destroyea  by  the  accident  itself,  I  make  no  comment. 
To  ray  knowledge,  the  efiect  of  this  provision  now  is,  to  drive  from  this 
businessmen  of  capital  and  responsibility,  or  to  compel  them  to  seek  shelter 
behind  acts  of  incorporation.  The  true  positions  of  the  men  who  own, 
and  the  men  who  manage,  appear  forgotten. 

I  have  been  drawn  into  so  long  a  letter,  from  my  interest  in  this  matter, 
that  I  do  not  venture  to  communicate  for  your  consideration  the  outUne 
even  of  a  series  of  enactments,  which  seem  to  me  more  likely  to  obtain 
the  end  desired  by  Congress  than  that  now  adopted.  The  public  need  aid, 
in  ascertaining  the  standing  of  a  steamer,  but  that  aid  should  be  effectual; 
and  now,  I  fear,  the  mere  possession  of  a  license  and  the  public  exhibition 
of  the  certificate  tend  to  produce  too  little  inequality  in  the  reputation  of 
steamers,  and  thus  to  mislead,  instead  of  guiding  correctly,  the  ignorant 
engineer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  SCHUYLER. 
Hon.  J.  RuoGLES,  United  States  Senate. 
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P.  S. — I  cannot  think  the  proposed  section  in  writing  to  be  necessary 
OT  wise,  in  practice.  On  our  waters  never  has  an  accident  to  a  boiler  or 
one  affecting  the  life  of  a  passenger  happened,  during  a  race,  to  my  know- 
ledge. Want  of  care  is  the  fertile  cause  of  accident ;  more  so  than  either 
want  of  skill  or  of  excellence  of  machinery ;  and  want  of  care  is  not  the 
attendant  of  competition.  At  no  time,  ^as  I  sincerely  believe,  are  passen- 
gers in  so  little  danger  from  explosion,  as  when  every  exertion  is  making 
by  all  hands  on  board  the  steamer  to  gain  a  victory.  The  penalty,  too, 
would  generally  be  merely  nominal.  A  month's  pay  lost  would  be  a  more 
fearfiil  penalty  to  a  fireman  or  ordinary  engineer,  than  the  $5,000. 

R.  S. 
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3d  Session. 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


IN  COBIPLUNCE 


With  a  resolution  of  ihe  Senate,  in  relation  to  banking  institutions  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  receipt  of  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment for  public  lands. 


February  8,  1839. 

Laid  OD  th«  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  February  7,  1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  ultimo, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
any  information  he  may  possess  in  relation  to  the  banks,  or  institutions  ex- 
ercising banking  privileges,  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States;  whether 
they  are  exercising  such  privileges  in  pursuance  or  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  and  whether  their  notes  are  received  in  payment  for  the 
pablic  lands,''  I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  documents  No.  1  to  29,  which 
contain  all  the  information  on  the  subject  now  in  the  possession  of  the  de- 
partment. Inquiries  have  been  made  by  the  department  with  a  view  to 
obtain  additional  information,  which,  if  received,  will  be  promptly  commu- 
nicated to  the  Senate. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Senate. 


No.  1. 


Washington,  January  2,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  perceive  in  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  on  the  3l8t  December, 
that  Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  introduced  a  resolution  into  the  House,  re- 
foiring  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  certain  inquiries  in  relation 
to  the  banks  in  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Jones  is  not  the  Delegate  from  Wisconsin,  and  any  act  of  his,  as 
BQch,  will  be  deemed  invalid,  and,  therefore,  disregarded. 

The  banks  of  the  Territory  owe  nothing  to  this  Government ;  neither 
^  they  responsible,  in  any  way,  to  it    I  am  satisfied,  therefore,  as  the 

Blair  Sl  Ri^es,  printers. 
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proceeding  is  illegal,  they  ought  not  to  submit  to  the  examination  proposed. 
The  object  seems  to  be  to  impair,  during  the  investigation,  their  standing 
with  the  public ;  which  is  more  malicious  than  just. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  DOTY. 
The  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  2. 


Treasury  Department,  January  3,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2d  instant.  The  resolution  of  which  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy,  has  been 
officially  transmitted  to  this  department,  and  I  will  be  thankful  for  any  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  call  which  yon  may  be  pleased  to 
furnish. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieot  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  J.  D.  Doty. 


No.  8. 


TREAsimY  Depairthent,  January  4,  1839. 

Srn  :  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  rte  to  frame  a  reply  to  the  resolution 
df  the  31st  Ultimo,  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the 
banks  of  Wisconsin,  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  a  copy  of  the  acts  of  in- 
corporation passed  by  its  Legislative  Assembly.  A  copy  of  those  for  1836 
has  been  obtained^  but  none  since.  Will  you,  therefore,  allow  me  to  ask 
the  favor  ot  you  to  inform  me  where  I  can  procure  a  copy  of  the  acts  of 
that  Territory  since  1836,  in  this  city. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Doty, 

Delegate  of  Wisconsin  Territory. 


No.  4. 


WASBiNaToir,  January  5,  1839. 

SfR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
3d  an4  4th  instant.  Copies  of  the  charters  of  the  Bank  of  Wisconsin,  and 
theBankofMineralPoint,  (the  only  banks  m  operation  in  the  Territory,) 
I  have  this  morning  forwarded  to  your  office. 

1  am  in  possession  of  no  information  in  relation  to  the  resoltition  of  Con- 
gress ^vbich  ydu  bave  done  me  the  honor  to  endose  to  nie,  and  if  I  hadl 
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decline  presenting  it  to  Congress  nnder  that  resolution,  for  the  reasons 
I  took  the  liberty  to  suggest  in  ray  letter  of  the  2d  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  t)bedient  servant, 

J.  D.  DOTY. 
Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  5. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Wisconsin. 

1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
Jti^an,  That  a  bank  shall  be  established  in  the  county  of  Brown  or 
it  such  place  as  a  majority  of  the  stockholders,  shall  determine,  the 
stock  whereof  shall  be  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided 

0  thousand  shares,  each  share  being  fifty  dollars,  and  the  subscriptions 
s  the  said  stock  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  October  next, 
ned  at  Green  Bay,  and  at  Mineral  Point,  two  months'  previous  notice 
f  being  given  by  a  majority  of  the  commissioners,  by  advertisement 
^wspaper  printed  at  Detroit,  under  the  superintendence  of  John  D. 
,  John  P.  Arntd,  Charles  TTullar,  William  Dickinson,  George  D. 
gs,  Henry  Merrill,  and  Nathan  Goodell,  who  are  hereby  appointed 
ssioners  to  receive  the  subscriptions  of  the  said  capital  stock,  and  the 
[ptions  aforesaid  shall  continue  open  till  (he  whole  number  of  shares 
cribed :  Provided,  That  no  incorporated  company  shall  be  permitted 

1  any  stock  in  the  company  hereby  created,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
red  to  It  in  payment  of  debts  previously  contracted. 

.  2.     The  said  commissioners  shall  meet  and  proceed  to  distribute  the 

stock  of  the  said  corporation  among  the  subsd^ibers  thereto ;  and  in 
lere  shall  be  subscribers  to  more  than  the  amount  of  such  stock  within 
rt  dix  days  after  the  books  are  opened,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  com- 
bers to  apportion  the  same  among  the  subscribers  thereto,  in  ratable 
tions  to  the  amount  subscribed  by  the  respective  individuals;  but  no 

who  shall  have  subscribed  for  twenty  shares  or  upwards,  shall  upon 
istribution  receive  less  than  twenty  shares,  unless  the  subscriptions 

said  last  mentioned  or  a  less  number  of  shares  shall  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  ;  nor  shall  there  he  allowed  to  any  one^ 
subscribers  or  commissioners,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  to  any  one  in 
If  him,  more  than  four  hundned  shares  of  stock,  if  without  such  al- 
le  the  Whole  of  (he  stock  be  taken  up ;  and  if  at  the  expiration  of  the 
lay,  on  which  the  subscription  books  shall  have  been  kept  open,  the 
amount  of  th(^  capital  stock  shall  not  have  been  subscribed,  then  the 
ssioners  may  subscribe  for  the  remaining  shares. 
.  3.  That  one  tenth  part  of  the  amotint  of  each  share  shall  be  paid 
laid  commissioners  ir  specie,  or  in  notes  of  specie-paying  banira,  irt 
le  and  place  of  subscribing ;  atid  the  balance  shall  be  fjaid  in  sucii 
lents,  and  at  such  times,  as  the  directors  for  the  time  beii^  may  re- 

Pro0idedfThitt  whenever  the  payment  of  any  instalment  is  required 
firectors,  they  shall  give  at  least  sixty  days'  notice  thereof,  in  a  news- 
mated  in  Ihe  fihate  or  Territory  wfeero  the  bank  is  atuated  ;  butftw 
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one  instalment  shall  exceed  five  dollars  on  each  share :  And  provided, 
further.  That  no  note  or  evidence  of  debt  shall  be  discounted  or  received 
by  the  directors  in  payment  of  any  instalment  called  in,  or  required  to  be 
paid,  with  intent  of  providing  the  means  of  furnishing  such  payment,  or 
with  intent  of  enabling  any  stockholder  to  withdraw  any  part  of  the  money 
paid  in  by  him  on  his  stock. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  such  persons  as  shall  become  stockholders  of  said 
bank  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordained,  constituted,  and  declared  to 
be,  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of"  The 
President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Wisconsin  ;"  and  by  that 
name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  continual  succession 
during  the  period  limited  by  this  act ;  and  shall  be  persons  in  the  law  capa- 
ble of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded,  answering  and 
being  answered  unto,  defending  and  being  defended,  in  all  courts  and  places 
whatsoever,  and  in  all  manner  of  actions,  suits,  complaints,  matters,  and 
causes  whatsoever  ;  and  that  they  and  th^ir  successors  may  have  a  com- 
mon seal,  and  may  change  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure ;  and  that  they 
and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  "  The  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 

Eany  of  the  Bank  of  Wisconsin,"  shall  be  in  law  capable  of  purchasing, 
olding,  and  conveyiqg  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the  use  of  the  said 
corporation. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  stock,  property,  affairs,  and  concerns  of  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  be  managed  and  conducted  by  nine  directors,  a  majority  of 
whom  shall  be  residents  of  the  county  in  which  such  bank  is  situated,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  the  president,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  one  year,  and  until 
others  are  chosen,  and  be  stockholders ;  and  shall  be  elected  on  the  first 
Monday  of  November,  annually,  at  the  banking  house  of  said  stockholders; 
and  a  public  notice  shall  he  given  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  State 
or  Territory  in  which  said  bank  is  located,  if  any  there  shall  be,  at  least 
sixty  days  previous  to  the  day  of  holding  the  said  election  ;  and  the  said 
election  shall  be  held  and  made  by  such  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank 
as  shall  attend  for  that  gurpose,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  which  proxies 
shall  always  be  stockholders ;  and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  be  sufficient 
for  a  choice:  and  if  it  should  happen  at  any  election  that  two  or  more 
persons  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  directors  in  office  at  the 
time  of  such  election,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  proceed  to  ballot,  and  by 
a  plurality  of  votes  determine  which  of  the  said  persons,  so  having  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  shall  be  the  director  or  directors,  so  as  to  complete 
the  whole  number  of  nine  ;  and  the  siiid  directors,  chosen  at  such  election, 
as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter,  shall  proceed  in  like  manner  to  elect  one  of 
their  number  to  be  president ;  and  if  any  director  shall  cease  to  be  a  stock* 
holder,  his  office  shall  be  considered  vacant ;  and  whenever  any  vacancy 
shall  happen  among  the  directors,  by  death,  resignation,  removal,  or 
otherwise,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  in 
which  the  same  shall  happen,  by  such  person  or  persons  as  the  remainder 
of  the  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  appoint : 
Provided,  That  the  first  election  for  directors  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
place,  sixty  days'  previous  notice  being  given  thereof,  as  the  commissioners, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  herein  appointed,  shall  dii^ect ;  and  at  the  said  first 
election,  they  shall  determine  the  persons  elected,  and  a  certificate  thereof, 
signed  by  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  evidence  of  the  election  of  such 
directors,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  next  annual  election. 
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No.  7. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point. 

Section  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
if  the  Territory  oj  Wisconsin,  That  a  bank  shall  be  estaolished  in  the 
township  of  Pecatolica,  in  the  village  of  Mineral  Point,  the  capital  stock 
thereof  shall  be  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to'  be  divided  into  shares 
)f  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  the  subscriptions  towards  said  stock  shall, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  next,  be  opened  at  Mineral  Point,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Wna.  S.  Hamilton,  John  F.  O^Neille,  Moses  M.  Strong, 
James  Morrison,  John  Atchison,  Richard  McKira,  and  Garnt  Y.  Dennison, 
who  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  receive  the  subscriptions  lo  the 
said  capital  stock,  who  shall  be  the  first  directors,  and  are  authorized  to  elect 
their  president  from  their  own  number,  and  to  conduct  every  operation  of 
Jie  institution,  until  the  first  election  for  directors  and  president  shall  take 
place ;  and  they  shall  ^ive  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
cf  opening  said  subscriptions  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  in  the 
coanty  of  Iowa,  and  the  books  for  receiving  the  subscriptions  aforesaid 
AaU  continue  open  for  six  days,  and  until  the  whole  number  of  shares  are 
sabscribed  ;  and  if  the  subscriptions  to  the  said  capital  stock  shall,  within 
ax  days  after  the  same  are  opened,  exceed  the  amount  authorized  by  this 
section,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  deduct  such  excess  in  a  pro- 
portional manner,  Irom  the  larfi^est  number  of  shares  siibscribed,  in  such  a 
m&uner  that  each  person  subscribing,  who  is  a  citizen  of  this  Territory, 
shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  five  shares,  if  he  subscribed  so  many. 

Sec.  2.  That  one-tenth  of  the  amount  of  each  share  shall  be  paid  to 
die  directors  in  specie,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  the  balance  shall  be 

G'd  in  such  instalments  and  at  such  times  as  the  directors  for  the  time 
ng  may  require  :  Provided,  That  whenever  the  ][)ayraent  of  an  instal- 
meat  is  required  by  the  directors,  they  shall  give  at  least  sixty  days'  notice 
thereof,  in  some  newspaper  published  in  the  county  of  Iowa,  aforesaid ;  but 
DO  one  instalment  shall  exceed  ten  dollars  on  each  share ;  and  in  case  any 
stockkolder  shall  fail  to  pay  in  any  or  either  instalment  at  the  time  when 
the  same  shall  be  so  called  for  and  directed  to  be  paid,  the  share  or  shares 
upon  vhich  such  instalment  shall  be  so  called  for  and  unpaid  at  the  end 
of  the  laid  sixty  days,  and  the  whole  amount  previously  paid  thereon,  shall 
be  absolutely  forfeited  to  the  other  stockholders  of  said  bank. 

Sec  3.  That  all  such  persons  as  shall  become  stockholders  of  said 
bank  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordained,  constituted,  and  declared  to 
be,  until  the  first  day  of  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in 
fact  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,  and  by  that  name  they  and  their  successors 
shall  and  may  have  continual  succession  during  the  time  aforesaid,  and 
AaW  be  persons  in  law  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being 
impleaded,  answering  and  being  answered  unto,  defending  and  bein^  de* 
fouled  in  all  courts  and  places  whatever,  and  in  all  manner  of  actioius, 
suits,  complaints,  matters,  and  causes  whatsoever,  and  that  they  and  their 
socoeaH>rs  may  have  a  conomon  seal,  and  may  change  and  alter  the  same  at 
their  pleasure ;  and  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  president, 
dincton^  and  company  of  the  Bank  pf  Mineral  Point,  shall  be  in  law 
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shall  have  been  obtained  for  such  debts ;  and  further,  the  said  corporation 
shall  notjdirectlynor  indirectly,  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  selling  any  goods^ 
wares,  or  merchandise,  unless  in  selling  the  same  when  truly  pledged  by 
way  of  security  for  debts  due  the  said  corporation,  or  purchasing  the  same 
at  sales  on  judgments  which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  any  debts  previous- 
ly contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings,  and  afterwards  selling  the  same. 

Sec.  10.  That  the  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal  of  the 
said  corporation,  which  shall  te  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be 
assignable  by  endorsement  thereon  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person 
or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  so  as  absolutely  to  trans- 
fer and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees 
respectively,  and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  bring  and  maintain 
an  action  thereupon,  in  his,  her,  or  Iheir  own  name  or  names;  and  bills  or 
notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  promising  the 
payment  to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,,  or  their  order,  or  to  bearers, 
though  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  ob- 
ligatory npon  the  same,  in  like  manner  and  with  like  force  and  effect,  as 
npon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  his, 
her,  or  their  private  or  natural  capacity  or  capacities,  asd  shall  be  assigna- 
ble and  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  wore  so  issued  by  such  private 
person  or  persons ;  and  if  snch  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  and  such  bills 
and  notes,  issued  as  aforesaid,  are  not  paid  when  the  same  are  due  and 
demanded  at  the  banking  house  of  the  said  bank,  in  the  legal  coin  of  the 
United  States,  the  said  corporation  shall  be  dissolved :  Provided,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  secured  by  the  act  enti- 
tied  "An  act  relative  to  banking  institutions,"  approved  April  23,  1833. 

Sec.  11.  That  each  stdckholder  shall  be  entitled  at  elections,  and  on  all 
other  questions,  to  the  number  of  votes  proportioned  to  the  number  of  shares 
which  he  or  she  shall  have  held  in  his  or  her  own  name  for  at  least  three 
calendar  months  preceding  such  time,  according  to  the  following  ratio,  to 
wit :  for  each  share  and  not  exceeding  ten  shares,  one  vote ;  for  every  two 
shares  above  ten,  and  not  exceeding  fifty  shares,  one  vote ;  for  every  five 
shares  above  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  shares,  one  vote  ;  and  for 
every  ten  shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vote ;  and  no  stockholder,  unless 
actually  resident  within  the  United  States,  shall  vote  at  elections,  or  on  any 
other  occasion,  by  proxy.  v 

Sec.  12.  That  the  directors,  before  they  execute  any  of  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  except  choosing  a  president,  shall  severally  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, that  they  will  faithfully,  diligently,  and  honestly  perform  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  abilities; 
which  oath  of  affirmation,  Either  of  the  directors  is  hereby  authorized  to 
administer  to  the  pre.sident,  and  then  the  president  shall  admini.^ter  the 
same  to  the  other  directors,  and  to  all  such  other  officers,  clerks,  and  servants 
of  the  said  corporation,  as  by  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  thereof  may  be 
required  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  13.  That  the  directors  shall  make  half  yearly  dividends  of  so  much 
of  the  profits  of  the  said  bank  as  to  them  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  seem 
advisable ;  and  every  cashier  and  clerk,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  their  offices,  shall  give  bond' with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  directors,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties: 
Provided,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  divide,  withdraw,  or  in  any  wise 
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reduce  the  capital  stock,  or  any  part  thereof,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature. 

Sec.  14.  That  no  president  or  other  director  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
emoluments  for  their  services,  unless  the  same  s^hall  have  been  allowed  by 
the  stockholders  at  a  general  meeting ;  five  directors  shall  constitute  a  boara 
for  the  transaction  of  business ;  of  whom  the  president  shall  be  oncj  except 
in  case  of  necessary  absence,  when  he  shall  in  writing  appoint  one  of  the 
directors  to  act  as  president  yro  tempore ;  but  for  making  ordinary  discounts, 
such  a  number  of  directors  shall  constitute  a  board,  as  shall  be  required  by 
the  by-laws  of  said  corporation. 

Sec.  15.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  may  be  called, 
whenever  the  directors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  judge  proper,  of  which 
meeting  the  directors  shall  give  five  weeks'  previous  notice  in  a  newspaper 
printed  in  the  same,  or  any  adjoiningf  State  or  Territory,  if  there  shall  be 
none  printed  therein,  which  notice  shall  specify  the  object  of  such  meeting. 

Sec.  16.  That  the  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  assignable,'  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  by-laws  of  the  said  corporation  ;  but 
no  assignment  or  transfer  shall  be  valid  or  effectual,  until  such  assignment 
or  transfer  shall  be  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  nor  shall  any  stockholder  be  capable  of  assigning  or  transferring  his 
or  her  stock  in  the  said  bank,  until  all  notes,  dues,  or  debts,  of  whatsoever 
nature  due  to  the  said  corporation  from  such  stockholder^  either  as  drawer 
or  endorser  of  any  liote  or  bill,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  first  paid  and  dis- 
charged. 

Sec.  1 7.  That  the  stockholders  may  at  any  time  augment  the  capital  stock 
of  the  said  bank,  at  any  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  a  majority 
of  all  the  votes  being  given  therefor,  under  such  regulations,  restrictions, 
and  conditions  as  the  said  stockholders  shall  at  such  meeting  judge  proper,^ 
to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  !8.  That  the  property  of  every  individual  member  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, vested  in  said  corporaie  funds,  shall  be  hable  to  be  taken  in  exe- 
cution for  the  payment  of  his  or  her  just  debts,  in  such  manner  as  is  or  may 
be  prescribed  by  law :  Provided,  That  no  property  vested  in  the  said  cor- 
porate furtds  shall  be  thus  taken  and  sold,  until  all  debts  due  to  the  saiid 
bank  by  such  debtor,  either  as  drawer  or  endorser  of  any  note,  or  otherwisej 
shall  be  fully  paid  and  discharjs;ed  ;  and  upon  any  execution  being  levied 
on  any  shares  in  said  bunk,  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  cashier  of  said 
bank  to  expose  the  proper  book  of  the  corporation  to  the  officer,  and  to* 
furnish  him  with  a  certificate,  under  his  hand,  in  his  official  capacity,  statittgl 
the  number  of  shares  the  debtor  holds  in  the  said  bank,  and  the  amount  of 
dividends  thereon  due. 

Sec.  19.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  take  more  than  six  per 
centum  per  annum  in  advance,  on  its  loans  or  discounts. 

Sec.  20.  That  this  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  puWie 
act,  and  that  the  same  be,  for  the  time  herein  limited,  construed  in  all  conrtsi 
and  places  benignly  and  favorably  for  every  beneficial  purpose  therein^ 
mentioned. 

Sec.  21.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  shaU 
continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  twenty-five  years  from  said  time  ;  and  un- 
less the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  specie  shall  be  paid  into  the  bank 
within  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  September  next,  this  act  shall 
become  void  and  of  no  effect. 
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Sec.  22.  Any  coinYnittee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose, 
shall  have  the  right  to  examine  into  the  doings  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
shall  have  free  access  to  all  their  books  and  vaults. 

Sec.  23.  No  note  shall  be  issued  by  the  said  bank  of  a  less  denomination 
than  one  dollar. 

Approved  January  23,  1S35. 


No.  6. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Miners'  Bank  of  Dabnque. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Reoresentatives  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin^  That  a  bank  shall  be  established  in  the  town 
of  Dubuque,  in  Dubuque  county,  and  Territory  aforesaid,  the  capital  stock 
whereof  shall  be  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  two 
thousand  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  the  subscriptions  towards 
said  stock  shall  be  opened  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  after  this  act  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  subscription  shall 
be  opened  in  the  said  county,  and  at  such  other  places  as  the  commissioners 
may  thmk  proper,  and  be  kept  open  until  the  stock  is  subscribed,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Ezekiel  Lockwood,  Francis  Gehon,  John  Kinj,  William 
Myers,  Lucius  W.  Langworthy,  Robert  D.  Sherman,  William  W .  Cornell, 
Simeon  Clark,  and  E.  M.'  Bissell,  who  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners 
to  receivo  the  subscriptions  to  the  said  capital  stock,  and  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  be  the  first  directors  ;  they  shall  choose  one  of  their  number 
for  president,  and  they  shdl  give  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  opening;  said  subscription,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  in 
said  county,  and  ihey  shall  hold  their  ofiices  until  the  first  election  for  pre- 
sident and  directors  takes  place. 

Sec.  2.  The  commissioners  shall  proceed  to  distribute  the  capital  stock 
of  the  said  corporation  among  the  subscribers  thereto,  and  in  case  there 
shall  be  subscriptions  for  more  than  the  amount  of  such  stock,  within  the 
first  three  days  that  the  books  are  opened,  it  shall  i)e  the  duty  of  the  com- 
missioners to  apportion  the  same  among  the  subscribers  thereto,  in  ratable 
proportion,  to  the  amount  subscribed  by  the  respective  individuals ;  but  in 
case  the  whole  of  the  capital  stock  shall  not  have  been  subscribed  at  the  ex- 
piration of  tho  three  days,  the  commissioners  shall  continue  the  books  opeu 
as  long  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  have  the  whole  of  the  remaining 
shares  subscribed. 

Sec.  3.  That  one-tenth  of  the  amount  of  each  share  shall  be  paid  to  the 
said  commissioners  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  the  balance  shall  be  paid 
in  such  instalments,  and  at  such  times  as  the  directors  or  a  majority  of  them, 
for  the  time  bein^,  shall  direct  and  appoint :  Provided^  That  whenever  the 
payment  of  any  mstalment  is  required  by  the  directors,  they  shall  give  at 
least  ninety  days'  notice  thereof,  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  if 
there  should  be  any  published  at  the  time  ;  if  not,  then  in  the  newspaper 
published  in  the  Territory,  the  uean'st  to  the  said  bank,  but  no  one  instal- 
ment shall  exceed  ten  dollars  on  each  share. 

Sec.  4.  All  such  persons  as  shnli  become  stockholders  of  said  bank,  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby  ordained,  constituted,  and  declared  to  be,  until  the  1st 
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ky  of  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1867,  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Miners'  Bank  of  Dubuque,  and  by  that  name  they  are 
their  successors,  shall  and  may  have  continual  succession  during  the  term 
aforesaid,  and  shall  be  persons  in  law  capable  of  suing  and  teing  sued, 
pleading  and  beingimpleaded,  answering  and  being  answered  unto,  defended 
and  being  defended,  in  ail  courts  and  places  whatsoever,  and  that  they  and 
their  successors  may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  change  and  alter  the 
same  at  pleasure ;  and  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  nafne  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Miners'  Bank  of  Dubuque,  shall  be 
inlaw  capable  of  purchasinsf)  holding,  and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or 
personal,  for  the  use  of  said  corporation :  Provided^  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold  real  estate  ior  an  amount  exceeding 
one-tenth  part  of  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  excepting,  however,  the 
banking  house  and  lot  necessarily  appurtenant  thereto. 

Sec.  5.  The  stock,  property,  affairs,  and  concerns  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  managed  and  conducted  by  a  board  of  seven  directors ;  the 
said  directors  shall  all  be  residents  and  citizens  of  this  Territory ;  they 
shall  choose  one  of  their  own  number  to  be  presidenf,  who  shall  hold  his 
office,  as  also  shall  the  directors,  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  duly 
chosen.  The  directors  shall  all  be  stockholders  in  this  incorporation,  and 
they  shall  all  be  elected  on  the  1st  Monday  in  October  annually,  at  the 
banking  house  of  said  stockholders,  and  public  notice  shall  be  given  in 
some  newspaper  published  in  the  Territory,  at  least  sixty  days  previous  to 
holding  said  election ;  and  the  said  election  shall  be  held  and  made  by 
such  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  as  shall  attend  for  that  purpose, 
either  in  person  or  proxy,  which  proxies  shall  only  be  to  stockholders,  or 
10  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  and  the  plurality  of  votes  shall  be  sufficient  for 
a  choice  ;  and  the  said  directors  chosen  at  such  election,  as  soon  as  may 
be  thereafter,  shall  proceed  in  like  manner  to  elect  one  of  their  number  to 
be  president.  And  if  any  director  shall  cease  to  be  a  stockholder,  his 
Dffice  shall  be  considered  vacant ;  and  when  any  vacancy  shall  happen 
among  the  directors,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy 
shall  be  tilled  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  by  the  remaining  directors,  for 
the  time  being,  by  the  election  of  one  of  the  stockholders. 

Sec.  6.  That  in  case  it  shall  happen  that  an  election  of  directors  shall 
not  be  made  on  any  day  when  pursuant  to  this  act  it  ought  to  have  been 
done,  the  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved, 
but  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  on  any  other  day,  to  hold  and  make  an 
election  of  directors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  have  been  regulated  by  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
)hall  have  power  to  make  and  prescribe  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regula- 
tions, as  to  them  shall  appear  needful  and  proper,  touching  the  arrange- 
ment and  disposition  of  the  stock,  property,  estate,  and  eflfecis  of  said  cor* 
poration,  the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  em- 
ployed therein,  the  election  of  the  directors,  and  all  such  other  matters  as 
appertain  to  the  business  of  the  bank,  and  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint 
JO  many  officers,  clerks,  and  servants,  lor  carrying  on  the  business  of 
»iid  bank,  and  with  such  salaries  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet :  Provided, 
That  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  be  not  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
ulion  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  this  Territory ;  and  it 
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shall  be  the  duly  of  the  president  ftnd  cashier,  whenever  thereto  required 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  this  Territory,  to  furnish  to  them  a  state- 
ment, under  oath  or  aflSrmation,  of  the  condition  of  the  bank,  stating  the 
amount  of  the  deposites,  the  profits  on  hand,  the  amount  of  bills  in  circu- 
Jation,  the  amount  of  debts  duie  from  the  directors  and  stockholders,  the 
ambunt  due  from  other  persons  or  corporations,  not  however  naming  them, 
the  amount  of  specie  in  bank,  the  amount  of  bills  of  other  banks,  the 
amount  of  their  deposites  in  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their  real  e:?tate, 
and  of  other  property,  not  therein  specified,  the  amount  of  capital  actually 
paid  in,  and  shall  contain  the  true  exhibit  of  the  real  state  of  said  bank. 

Src.  8.  That  the  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corporation  shall 
at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond;  bill,  note,  post  note,  or  other  contract, 
over  and  above  the  specie  then  actlially  deposited  and  contained  in  the 
bank,  shall  not  exceed  three  times  the  sum  of  the  capital  slock  subscribed 
and  actually  paid  into  the  said  bank ;  and  in  case  of  excess,  the  directors, 
under  whose  administration  it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in 
their  separate  and  private  capacities  ;  provided  the  bank  shall  not  be  able 
to  pay  its  liabilities :  and  provided  also,  that  this  shall  not  be  construed  to 
exempt  the  said  corporation,  or  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  which  they 
may  hold  as  a  body  corporate,  from  being  also  liable  for,  or  chargeable  with, 
such  excess ;  but  such  of  the  directors  as  were  absent  when  the  said  excess 
Was  contracted,  or  who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act 
whereby  the  same  was  contracted,  shall  not  be  so  liable. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  re- 
quired for  its  accommodation,  in  relation  to  the  convenient  transacting  of 
its  business,  or  such  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide  conveyed  to  it  in  satis* 
faction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings,  or  pur- 
chased at  sales  upon  judgments  which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  said 
debts;  and  further,  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
deal  or  trade  in  purchasing  or  selUng  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
unless  in  selling  the  same  when  truly  pledged  by  way  of  security,  for  debts 
due  the  said  corporation,  or  purchasing  the  same  at  sales  on  judgments, 
which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  any  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  its  dealings,  and  afterwards  selling  the  same. 

Sec.  10.  That  the  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal  of  the 
said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be 
assignable  by  endorsement  thereon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person 
or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  so  as  absolutely  to  trans- 
fer and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees 
respectively,  and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  bring  and  main- 
tain an  action  thereupon,  i»i  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names;  and 
bills  or  notes,  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  said  corporation,  promising 
the  payment  to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to  bearer, 
though  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  te  binding  and  oIh 
ligatory  upon  the  same,  in  like  manner  and  with  like  force  and  effect,  as 
upon  any  private  parson  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  his, 
her,  or  their  private  or  natural  capacity  or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assigna- 
ble and  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  issued  by  such  private 
person  or  persons ;  and  all  such  bills,  obligatory  and  of  credit,  and  such 
bills,  notes,  and  post  notes,  issued  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  cor- 
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poration,  when  demanded  at  their  banking-house,  in  the  legal  coin  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  11.  Each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  at  elections,  and  on  all  other 
questions,  to  one  vote  for  every  share  for  ten  shares;  and  for  every  ten 
shares  above  that  amount,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  only ;  and  no  stock- 
holder, unless  actually  resident  withhi  the  United  States,  shall  vote  at 
elections,  or  on  any  other  occasion,  by  proxy.- 

Sec.  12.  That  the  directors,  before  they  execute  any  of  the  duties  of 
their  oflSces,  except  choosing  a  president,  shall  severally  take  an  oath  or 
affinnation  that  they  will  iaithfnlly,  diligently,  and  honestly  perform  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and 
abilities,  which  oath  or  affirmation  either  of  the  directors  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  administer  to  the  president,  or  any  otiier  director,  and  to  all  such 
officers,  clerks,  and  servants  of  said  corporation,  as  by  the  bylaws  and 
ordinances  thereof  may  be  required  to  tako  an  oath  or  affirmatidn. 

Sec.  13.  That  the  directors  shall  make  half-yearly  dividends  of  so  much 
of  the  profits  of  said  bank  as  to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  seem 
advisable ;  and  every  cashier  and  clerk,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duty 
of  their  offices,  shall  give  bond  with  security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
directors,  conditioned  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties. 

Sec.  14.  A  majority  of  the  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the 
transtiction  of  business;  for  makings  ordinary  discounts,  such  a  number 
of  directors  shall  constifute  a  board  as  shall  be  required  by  the  by-laws 
of  Stiid  corporation. 

Skc.  15.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  may  be  called, 
whenever  a  majority  of  the  directorsshall  judge  proper;  of  which  meeting 
the  directors  shall  give  three  weeks'  previous  notice  in  a  newspaper  printed 
in  the  county. 

Sec.  16.  That  the  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  assignable  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  by-laws  of  said  corporation  ;  but  no 
assignment  or  transfer  shall  be  valid  or  effectual,  until  such  assignment  or 
transft^r  shall  be  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
nor  shall  any  stockholder  be  capable  of  assigning  or  transferring  his  or 
her  stock  in  the  said  bank,  until  all  his  or  her  notes,  debts,  dues,  and 
endorsements  of  whatever  nature,  due  or  becoming  due  to  the  said  cor- 
poration, shall  be  first  paid  and  discharged. 

Skc.  17.  That  the  stockholders  may  at  any  time  augment  the  capital 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  at  any  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  being  given  therefor,  under  such  regulations, 
restrictions  and  conditions  as  the  stockholders  shall  at  such  meeting  judge 
proper,  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
*  Sec.  18.  That  the  property  of  every  individual  member  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, vested  in  said  corporate  fnnds,  shall  be  liable  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  personal  property  is  liable  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  to  the 
payment  and  satisfaction  of  his  just  debts  to  any  of  his  bona  fide  creditors; 
and  when  any  execution  shall  be  issued  against  the  personal  property 
of  any  such  individual  member,  and  the  creditor  is  desirous  that  the  same 
should  be  levied  upon  the  property  of  such  debtor  in  the  said  corporate 
funds,  the  officer  to  whom  such  execution  may  be  directed,  shall  levy  the 
same,  by  leaving  v/ith  the  cashier  of  said  bank  an  attested  copy  of  said 
execution,  and  a  written  notice  that  the  said  execution  is  levied  upon  the 
properly  of  the  said  debtor  in  the  said  corporate  funds ;  and  such  property 
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thus  levied  opon  shall  be  sold  in  the  same  manner  as  is,  or  shall  by  law 
be,  provided  for  the  sale  of  personal  property  taken  on  execution ;  and 
such  corporate  funds  thus  levied  upon  and  sold  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
purchaser  by  entry  in  the  proper  book  of  such  corporation ;  a  copy  of  the 
said  execution,  and  a  statement  of  the  sale  of  such  property  by  virtue 
thereof;  which  entry  the  ofBcer  serving  such  execution  shall  be  permitted 
to  make :  Provided,  That  no  property  vested  in  the  said  corporate  funds 
shall  be  taloen  and  sold,  until  all  the  debts  due,  or  becoming  due  to  the 
said  bank,  by  such  debtor,  whether  as  drawer,  or  endorser,  or  surety,  shall 
be  fully  paid  and  discharged ;  and  upon  any  execution  bein^  levied  on 
any  shares  in  said  bank,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cashier  oF  said  bank 
to  expose  the  proper  book  of  the  corporation  to  the  officer,  and  to  furnish 
him  with  a  certificate,  under  his  hana,  in  his  official  capacity,  stating  the 
number  of  shares  the  debtor  holds  in  said  bank,  and  the  amount  of  dividends 
deplared  and  due  thereon. 

Sec.  19.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  tak^  more  than  seven  per 
cenL  per  annum  on  its  loans  and  discounts,  in  advance. 

Sec.  20.  That  no  note  or  bill  shall  be  issued  by  said  bank,  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  that  the  bank  shall  not  issue  any  bill 
or  note,  until  the  sura  of  forty  thousand  dollars  in  the  legal  coin  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  paid  into  the  said  corporation  by  the  stockholders, 
as  a  part  of  the  stock :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  deprive  the  Legislative  Assembly,  in  four  years  from  this 
time,  from  prohibiting  the  issuing  of  notes  from  this  bank,  of  a  less  deno- 
mination than  ten  dollars,  or  in  ten  years  from  this  time,  of  a  less 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  if  the  Legislative  Assembly  should 
deem  it  expedient  to  do  so. 

Sec.  2L  In  case  any  &ubscriber  to  the  stock  of  this  corporation  shall 
fail  to  pay  any  instalment  called  for,  as  is  provided  in  section  3d,  his  or 
her  stock  shall  be  forfeited,  with  what  may  have  been  paid  upon  the 
same,  to  the  corporation  :  Provided,  The  same  be  not  paid  (with  the 
interest  thereon,  at  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum)  within  ninety  days  after 
the  time  when  it  is  due,  agreeable  to  the  notice  of  the  commissioners  or 
directors  for  said  instalments. 

Sec.  22.  No  one  director  shall  be  permitted  at  any  one  time  to  become 
indebted  to  the  bank  by  loans,  endorsement,  or  otherwise,  to  an  amount 
exceeding  five  thousand  d6llars. 

Sec.  23.  That  this  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
public  act,  and  that  the  same  be  for  the  time  herein  before  limited,  con- 
strued in  all  courts  and  places  benignly  and  favorably,  for  every  beneficial 
purpose  therein  mentioned  :  Provided,  That  if  said  corporation  shall  fail 
to  go  into  operation,  or  shall  abuse  or  misuse  their  privileges  under  this 
charter,  it  shall  .be  in  the  power  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  this  Ter- 
ritory, at  any  time,  to  annul,  vacate,  and  make  void  this  charter. 

P.  H.  ENGLE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RejpresentcUhes. 

HENRY  S.  BAIRI), 

President  of  the  (Jonnnl. 

Approved,  November  30,  1836. 

H.  DODGE. 


13  C 193  ] 

No.  7. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
}f  the  Territory  oj  Wisconsin,  That  a  bank  shall  be  estaolished  in  the 
Awnship  of  Pecatolica,  in  the  village  of  Mineral  Point,  the  capital  stock 
irhereof  shall  be  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to'  be  divided  into  shares 
)f  one  handred  dollars  each,  and  the  subscriptions  towards  said  stock  shall, 
)n  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  next,  be  opened  at  Mineral  Point,  under  the 
mperintendence  of  Wm.  S.  Hamilton,  John  F.  O'Neille,  Moses  M.  Strong, 
James  Morrison,  John  Atchison,  Richard  McKim,  and  Garnt  Y.  Dennison, 
who  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  receive  the  subscriptions  to  the 
said  capital  stock,  who  shall  be  the  iirst  directors,  and  are  authorized  to  elect 
their  president  from  their  own  number,  and  to  conduct  every  operation  of 
the  institution,  until  the  first  election  for  directors  and  president  shall  take 
place ;  and  they  shall  give  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  opening  said  subscriptions  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  in  the 
county  of  Iowa,  and  the  books  for  receiving  the  subscriptions  aforesaid 
shall  continue  open  for  six  dajrs,  and  until  the  whole  number  of  shares  are 
subscribed  ;  and  if  the  subscriptions  to  the  said  capital  stock  shall,  within 
nx  days  after  the  same  are  opened,  exceed  the  amount  authorized  by  this 
section,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  deduct  such  excess  in  a  pro- 
portional manner,  irom  the  largest  number  of  shares  subscribed,  in  such  a 
manner  that  each  person  subscribing,  who  is  a  citizen  of  this  Territory, 
shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  five  shares,  if  he  subscribed  so  many. 

Sec.  2.  That  one-tenth  of  the  amount  of  each  share  shall  be  paid  to 
the  directors  in  specie,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  the  balance  shall  be 
paid  in  such  instalments  and  at  such  times  as  the  directors  for  the  time 
being  may  require  :  Provided^  That  whenever  the  ][uiyment  of  an  instal- 
ment is  required  by  the  directors,  they  shall  give  at  least  sixty  days'  notice 
thereof,  in  some  newspaper  published  in  the  county  of  Iowa,  aforesaid ;  but 
no  one  instalment  shall  exceed  ten  dollars  on  each  share ;  and  in  case  any 
stockholder  shall  fail  to  pay  in  any  or  either  instalment  at  the  time  when 
the  same  shall  be  so  called  for  and  directed  to  be  paid,  the  share  or  shares 
upon  vhicb  such  instalment  shall  be  so  called  for  and  unpaid  at  the  end 
of  the  eaid  sixty  days,  and  the  whole  amount  previously  paid  thereon,  shall 
be  afasotutely  forfeited  to  the  other  stockholders  of  said  bank. 

Ssa  3.  That  all  such  persons  as  shall  become  stockholders  of  said 
bank  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordained,  constituted,  and  declared  to 
be,  QOtil  the  first  day  of  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in 
fact  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,  and  by  that  name  they  and  their  successors 
shall  and  may  have  continual  succession  during  the  time  aforesaid,  and 
shall  be  persons  in  law  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being 
impleaded,  answering  and  being  answered  unto,  defending  and  bein^  de- 
fisoded  in  all  courts  and  places  whatever,  and  in  all  manner  of  actions, 
suits,  complaints,  matters,  and  causes  whatsoever,  and  that  they  and  their 
succeaBors  may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  change  and  alter  the  same  at 
their  pleasure ;  and  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  president, 
directoiSy  and  company  of  the  Bank  pf  Blineral  Point,  shall  be  in  law 
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capable  of  purchasing,  holding,  and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  personal, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation:  Provided,  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
said  corporation  to  hold  real  estate  for  an  amount  exceeding  one-tenth  part 
of  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  excepting,  however,  the  banking  house 
and  lot  necessarily  appertaining  thereto. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  stock,  property,  affairs,  and  concerns  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, shall  be  managed  and  conducted  iby  seven  directors;  the 
said  direqtors  shall  be  lesidents  and  citizens  of  this  Territory,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  president,  who  shall  bold  their  offices  for  one  year,  and  unlfl  others 
are  chosen,  and  be  stockholders,,and  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Monday  of 
July  annually,  at  the  banking  house  of  said  stockholders ;  and  public  notice 
shall  be  given  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  of  Iowa,  at  leam 
sixty  days  previous  to  holding  such  election  ;  and  the  said  election  shall  be 
held  and  made  by  such  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  as  shall  attend 
for  tlial  purpose,  either  by  person  or  proxy,  which  proxies  shall  always  be 
stockholders,  and  the  plurality  of  votes  shall  be  sufficient  for  a  choice;  and 
if  it  should  happen  at  any  election,  that  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  directors  in  office  at  the  time  of  such 
election^  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  proceed  to  ballot,^  and  by  a  plurality 
of  votes  determine  which  of  the  said  persons  so  havii^  an  equal  number 
of  votes  shall  be  director  or  directors,  so  as  to  complete  the  whole  number 
of  seven  ;  and  the  said  directors  chosen  at  such  elections,  as  soon  as  may 
he  thereafter,  shall  proceed  in  hke  manner  to  elect  one  of  their  number  to 
be  president  And  if  any  director  shall  cease  to  be  a  stockholder,  hisc^ce 
s^all  be  conaidered  vacant,  and  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  happen  among 
the  directors,  by  death,  resignation,  removal,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  which  the  same  sh^ll  happen, 
by  SfUch  penson  or  persons  as  the  remainder  of  the  directors,  for  the  time 
being,  or  a  ma^rity  of  them,  shall  appoint. 

SfiC.  6.  That  in  case  it  shall  happen  that  an  election  of  directors  ^11 
Hjdt  be  made  on  any  day  when  pursuant  to  this  act  it  ought  to  have  been 
doae,  the  9aid  corporation  shall  not,  for  that  cause,  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved ; 
bat  it  shall  ajad  may  be  lawful,  on  any  otiier  day,  to  hold  and  make  an 
.  Section  of  directors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  have  been  regulated  by  the 
Ubws  and  ordinances  of  said  corporation. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  have  power  to  make  and  pfiescribo  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regula- 
tions, as  to  them  shall  appear  needful  and  proper,  touching  the  arraofemenC 
tod  disposition  of  the  stock,  property^ estate,  and  effects  of  scud  corporation, 
the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  officears,  clerksj  and  servants  ^en^itloyed  therein, 
the<6leotfon;of  the  directors,  and  all  such  other  matters  as  appertain  to  tbe 
Vl9tne$sof  the  bank,  and  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  so  many  offieei^, 
decks,  and  servants  for  carrying  on  the  said iuisiness,  and  with  such  safai- 
^U8s  and  allowances  as  to  theoi  shall  seen  meet :  Prwided,  That  such 
t>y4aws,  riiles,  and  regulations  benot  lepngnamt  to  the  eomstitufiioa  or  lairo 
af  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  this  Territory ;  and  itshnll  be  the  duty 
of  the  president  aiid  cashier,  whenever  thereunto  required,  to  furnish  to 
the  L«egislative  Council  a  statemeat,  under  ^ath  or  affiroaalion,  of  the  con* 
dilion  of  the  bank,  stating  the  amount  ot  the  deposites,  the  profits  oa  hand, 
the  amoaot  of 'biMsin'CiroulatioQftheaoioimt  ofdebtsdueiromthe^lif^^ 
the  amount  dwe  fnotn  the  stockholders,  .the  amoimt^f  debts  doe  from  ail 
other  peraoos  or  cmp^rations^iiiot^ however,  naniiogitiwai^  ihe  wBomsaaiCi 
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specie  in  bank,  the  amouut  of  all  bills  of  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their 
deposites  in  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their  real  estate,  and  of  other  prop- 
erty not  herein  specified,  the  amoilnt  of  capital  actually  paid  in,  and  shall 
contain  a  true  exhibit  of  the  real  state  of  said  bank. 

Ssxx  7.  That  the  touU  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  cprpo ration  shall 
at  any  tiiue  owe,  either  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  oyer  and  above 
the  specie  then  actually  in  the  bank,  shall  not  exceed  three  times  the  sum 
of  the  capital  stock  subecribed  and  actually  paid  into  the  said  bank ;  and  in 
case  of  such  excess,  the  directors,  under  whose  administration  it  shall  hap- 
pen, ahall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their  separate  and  private  capacities ;  but 
this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  corporation,  or  any  estate, 
real  or  personal,  which  they  may  hold  as  a  body  corporate,  from  being  also 
liable  for,  or  chargeable  with,  such  excess  ;  but  such  of  ilte  directors  who 
may  have  been  absent  or  opposed  to  the  measures  when  the  said  excess 
was  contracted,  3hall  not  be  so  liable:  Provided^  He  or  they  publish  the 
fact  of  such  ex<:ess  over  his  own  ^nature,  in  some  newspaper  in  the 
Territory. 

Sec.  B.  That  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
UwAil  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  re- 
quired for  its  accommodation,  in  relation  to  the  convenience  of  its  business, 
orsach  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction  of  debts 
previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales 
upon  judgments  which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  such  debts;  and, 
farther,  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  deal  or  trade 
HI  buying  or  selling  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  unless  in  selling 
the  same  when  truly  pledged  by  way  of  security  for  debts  due  the  saia 
corpomtioD,  or  purchasiog  the  same  at  sales  on  judgments,  which  shaU 
have  been  obtained  for  any  debts  previously  oonUractea  in  the  course  of  its 
dealings,  and  aftervfards  selling  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal  of  the 
corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  assign- 
able by  endorsement  thereon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person  or 
persons,  his,  her,  or  their  assignee  or  as;signees,  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer 
and  vest  the  property  thereof^ia  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees  re- 
spectively, and  to  ^able  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  bring  and  maintain 
an  action  thereupoti,  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names ;  and  bills  or 
notes,  which  may  be  issued  by  or^er  of  the  said  corporation,  promising  the 
payineot  to  any  persoa  or; persons,  by  his,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to  bearer, 
thoogh  not  under  the  seal  of  (he  said  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  ob- 
ligatory upon  -the  i^me,  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  force  and  effect,  as 
upon  any  private  person,  if  issued  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  his,  her,  or  their 
private  or  natural  capacity  oi  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable  and  nego- 
tiable ia  like  n^nner  as  if, they  were  issued  by  such  private  person  or  per- 
sons; aadifsi^ch.  bills,  obligatory  and  of  credit,,  and  such  bills  and  notes  is- 
SMd  as  aforesaid}  aqd  not  paid  when  the  same  are  due  and  demanded  at 
the  bankinf-boose  ot  said  bank,  in  the  legal  coin  cf  the  United  States,  the 
Slid  corporation  shall  be  dissolved.* 

S^c.  10.  Tbat  each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled,  at  elections,  and  on  all 
other  questionSf  to  tbet number  of  votes  proportioned  to  the  number  of  shares 

vbich  he  or  she  ;8}iaU  hold  in  his  or  her  own  Aame,  according  to  the  fol- 

-         ■  »        .     .,  . , — , ■ fc 

•There  is«  general  law  of  the  Territory,  passed  AprtlSS,  ISSS,  wbkli  give^tWrty  days'ie 
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lowing  ratio,  to  wit :  For  each  share,  and  not  exceeding  ten  shares,  one 
vote  ;  for  every  ten  shares,  and  above  ten  shares,  one  vote  only  y  and  no 
stockholder,  unless  actually  resident  within  the  United  States,  shall  vote  at 
elections,  or  on  any  other  occasion,  by  proxy. 

Sec.  11.  That  the  directors,  before  they  execute  any  of  the  duties  of 
their  offices,  except  choosing  a  president,  shall  severally  take  an  oath  or  af- 
firmation that  they  will  faithfully  and  honestly  perform  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices  accordinor  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  abilities ;  which 
oath  or  affirmation  either  of  the  directors  is  hereby  authorize  to  administer 
to  the  president,  and  then  the  president  shall  administer  the  same  to  the 
other  directors,  and  to  all  such  other  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  of  the  said 
corporation  as  by  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  thereof  may  be  required  to 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  12.  That  the  directors  shall  make  half  yearly  dividends,  commen- 
cing on  the  first  Monday  in  February,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  of  so  much  of  the  profits 
of  said  bank  as  to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  seem  advisable  ;  and 
every  cashier  and  clerk,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  ol  their  offices, 
shall  give  bond  with  two  or  more  securities  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  direc- 
tors, conditional  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties. 

Sec.  13.  That  no  president  or  other  director  shall  be  entitled  to  anjr 
emolument  for  their  services,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  allowed  bj 
the  stockholders  at  a  general  meeting.    Four  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the  president  shall  be  one, 
except  in  case  of  necessary  absence,  when  he  shall,  in  writing,  appoint  one  j 
of  the  directors  to  act  as  president  pro  tempore;  but  for  making  ordinary  dis-  I 
counts,  such  a  number  of  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  as  shall  be  re-  \ 
quired  by  the  by-laws  of  said  corporation. 

Sec.  14.  A  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  may  be  called  whenever 
the  directors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  judge  proper,  of  which  meeting  ^ 
the  directors  shall  give  three  weeks'  previous  notice,  m  a  newspaper,  which   ^ 
notice  shall  specify  the  object  of  said  meeting. 

Sec.  15.  That  the  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  assi^able  according 
to  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  by-laws  of  said  corporation ;  but  no  as- 
signment or  transfer  shall  be  valid  or  effectual  until  such  assignment  or 
transfer  shall  be  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose ;  nor  shall  any  stockholder  be  capable  of  assigning  or  transfer- 
ring his  or  her  stock  in  the  said  bank,  until  all  notes,  dues,  and  debts,  of 
whatsoever  nature,  due  to  the  said  corporation  from  such  stockholdeis, 
either  as  a  drawer  or  endorser  of  any  note  or  bill,  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
first  paid  and  discharged. 

Sec.  16.  That  the  stockholders  may  at  anytime  augment  the  capital 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  at  any  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  being  given  therefor,  under  such  regulations,  re- 
strictions, and  conditions  as  the  stockholders  shall  at  such  meeting  judge 
proper,  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  17.  That  the  property  of  every  individual  member  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, vested  in  said  corporate  funds,  shall  be  liable  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  personal  property  is  liable  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  to  the 
payment  and  satisfaction  of  his  just  debts  to  any  of  his  bona  fide  creditors; 
and  when  any  execution  shall  be  issued  agalast  any  personal  property  of 
any  such  individual  member,  and  the  cremtor  is  desirous  that  the  same 
should  be  levied  upon  the  property  of  such  debtor  in  the  said  corporate 
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funds,  the  officer  to  whom  such  execution  may  be  directed,  shall  levy  the 
same,  by  leaving  with  the  cashier  of  said  bank  an  attested  copy  of  such 
execution,  and  a  written  notice  that  the  said  execution  is  levied  upon  the 
property  of  the  said  debtor  in  the  said  corporate  funds,  and  such  property 
thus  levied  upon  shall  be  sold  in  the  same  manner  as  is,  or  shall  by  law  be, 
provided  for  the  sale  of  personal  property  taken  in  execution  ;  and  such 
corporate  funds  thus  levied  upon  and  sold  shall  be  transferred  to  the  pur- 
chaser by  entering  in  the  proper  books  of  such  corporation  a  copy  of  the 
said  execution,  and  a  statement  of  the  sale  of  such  property  by  virtue  there- 
of, which  entry  the  officer  levying  such  execution  shall  be  permitted  to 
make :  Provided^  That  no  property  vested  in  the  corporate  funds  shall  be 
thus  taken  and  sold  until  all  the  debts  due  to  the  said  bank,  by  such  debtor, 
either  as  drawer  or  endorser  of  any  note,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  fully  dis- 
charged ;  and  upon  any  execution  bein^  levied  on  any  shares  in  said  bank, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cashier  of  said  bank  to  expose  the  proper  book 
of  the  corporation  to  the  officer,  and  to  furnish  him  with  a  certificate,  under 
his  hand,  in  his  official  capacity,  stating  the  numher  of  shares  the  debtor 
holds  in  said  bank,  and  the  amount  of  dividends  thereon  due. 

Skc.  18.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  take  more  than  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  its  loans  and  discounts,  in  advance. 

Sec.  19.  That  this  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared,  a  public  act, 
and  that  the  same  be,  for  the  time  her<>.in  before  limited,  construed  in  all 
our  courts  and  places  benignly  and  favorably,  for  every  beneficial  purpose 
therein  mentioned. 

Sec.  20.  That  no  note  or  bill  shall  be  issued  by  said  bank  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  that  the  bank  shall  not  issue  any  bill 
or  note  until  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  in  the  legal  coin  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  paid  into  the  said  corporation  by  the  stockholders,  as  a  part 
of  the  stock  :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  deprive  the  Legislative  Assembly,  in  four  years  from  this  time,  from  pro- 
hibiting the  issuing  of  no,tes  from  this  bank  of  a  less  denomination  than 
ten  dollars,  or,  in  ten  years  from  this  time,  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  if  the  Legislative  Assembly  should  deem  it  expedient  ^o  to 
do. 

Sec.  21.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  this  Territory,  or  the  legislative  authorities  whicn  may  hereafter 
exist  in  any  State  to  be  erected  in  this  Territory,  in  which  said  bank  may 
be  located,  bhall  deem  it  fit  and  expedient,  for  the  better  regulating  banking 
operations,  to  require  the  deposites  in  a  general  safety  fund  from  this  ana 
other  banks,  hereafter  to  be  enacted,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  a 
eeneral  system  in  said  Territory,  similar  to  that  now  in  operation  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  known  as  the  "  Safety  Fund  System,"  that  then, 
and  in  that  case,  this  charter  shall  be  subject  so  far  to  be  altered  or  amended 
as  to  make  it  conform  to  such  a  safety  fund  system,  and  no  further. 

Sec.  22.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect,  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after 
the  first  Monday  of  May  next. 

P.  H.  ENGLB, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  HepresentaHves. 
HENRY  S.  BAIRD, 

President  of  the  CotmcU, 

Approved*  December  2. 1836. 

'  .  H.  DODGE. 
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No.  8. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Milwaukee. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Counc'd and  Hotise  of  Representatives 
of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  That  a  bank  shall  be  established  in  the 
town  of  Milwaukee,  the  capital  stock  whereof  shall  be  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  divided  into  two  thousand  shares,  each  share  being  one 
hundred  dollars ;  and  the  books  for  receiving  subscriptions  for  said  stock 
shall,  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  next,  be  opened  at  Milwaukee,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Rufus  Parkes,  Horace  Chase,  Jan[)es  Sanderson,  Giles 
Brisban,  Sylvester  W.  Dunbar,  Geo.  Bowman,  Jesse  Rhodes,  Cyrus  Hawley, 
and  Solomon  Juneau,  who  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  receive 
the  subscriptions  to  the  said  capital  stock,  who  shall  be  the  first  directors, 
and  are  authorised  to  elect  their  president  from  their  otvn  number,  and  to 
conduct  every  operation  of  the  institution,  until  the  first  election  for  direc- 
tors and  president  shall  take  place ;  and  they  shall  give  at  leajst  thirty  days' 
notice  of  tlie  time  and  place  of  opening  said  subscriptions  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  printed  in  the  county  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  books  for  receiv- 
ing the  subscriptions  aforesaid  shall  continue  open  for  six  days,  and  until 
the  whole  uumber  of  shares  are  subscribed  ;  and  if  the  subscriptions  to  the 
said  capital  stock  shall,  within  six  days  after  the  same  are  opened,  exceed 
the  amount  authorized  by  this  section,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors 
to  deduct  such  excess  in  a  proportional  manner,  from  the  largest  number  of 
shares  subscribed,  in  such  a  manner  ^hat  each  person  subscribing,  who  is  a 
citizen  of  this  Territory,  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  five  shares,  if  he  sub- 
scribed so  many. 

Sec.  2.  That  one  tenth  of  the  amount  of  each  share  shall  be  paid  to  the 
directors  in  specie,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  the  balance  shall  be  paid 
in  such  instalments,  and  at  such  times,  as  the  directors  for  the  time  being 
may  require :  Provided,  That,  whenever  the  payment  of  an  instalment 
is  required  by  the  directors,  they  shall  give  at  least  sixty  days'  notice  thereof, 
in  some  newspaper  published  in  the  county  of  Milwaukee ;  but  no  one  in- 
stalment shall  exceed  ten  dollars  on  each  share ;  and  in  case  any  stock- 
holder shall  fail  to  pay  in  any  or  either  instalment  at  the  time  when  the 
same  shall  be  so  called  for  and  directed  to  be  paid,  the  share  or  shares  upon 
which  such  instalment  shall  be  so  called  for  and  unpaid,  at  the  end  of  the 
said  sixty  days,  and  the  whole  amount  previously  paid  thereon,  shall  be  ab- 
solutely forfeited  to  the  other  stockholders  of  said  bank. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  such  persons  as  shall  become  stockholders  of  said  bank, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordained,  constituted,  and  declared  to  be,  un- 
til the  first  day  of  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fiity-seven,  a  body  corporate  and  pohtic,  in  fact  and  in 
name,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank 
of  Milwaukee,  and  by  that  name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may 
have  continual  succession  during  the  time  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  persons 
in  law  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded,  an- 
sweri^ig  and  being  answered  unto,  defending  and  being  defended  in  all 
courts  and  places  whatever,  and  in  all  manner  of  actions,  suits,  complaints, 
matters,  and  causes  whatsosver,  and  that  they  and  their  successors  may 
have  a  common  seal,  and  may  change  and  aiter  the  same  at  their  pleasure ; 
and  they  and  (heir  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  P/esideni,  Directors,  and 


19  [193] 

Company  of  the  Bank  of  Mil^^aukee,  shall  be  in  law  capable  of  purchasing, 
holding,  and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the  use  of  the  said 
corporation  :  Provided^  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  said  corporation  to  hold 
real  estate  for  an  amount  exceeding  one  tenth  part  of  the  capital  stock  ac* 
tually  paid  in,  excepting,  however,  the  banking  house  and  lot  necessarily 
appertaining  thereto. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  stock,  property,  afiairs,  and  concerns  of  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  be  managed  and  conducted  by  seven  directors ;  the  said  di- 
rectors shall  be  residents  and  citizens  of  this  Territory,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  president,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are 
chosen,  and  be  stockholders,  and  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Monday  of 
July  annually,  at  the  banking  house  of  said  stockholders  ;  and  public  no- 
tice shall  be  given  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  of  Milwaukee, 
nt  iea;>t  sixty  days  previous  to  the  day  of  holding  such  election  ;  and  the 
said  election  shall  be  held  and  made  by  such  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
said  bank  as  shall  attend  for  that  purpose,  either  by  person  or  proxy,  which 
proxies  shall  always  be  stockholders,  and  the  plurality  of  votes  shall  be 
sufficient  for  a  choice  ;  and  if  it  should  happen  at  any  election,  that  two  or 
more  persons  shall  have  an  (equal  number  ot  votes,  then  the  directors  in 
office  at  the  time  of  such  election,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  proceed  to 
ballot,  and  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  determine  which  of  the  said  persons 
so  having  an  equal  number  of  votes  shall  be  the  director  or  directors,  so  as 
to  complete  the  whole  number  of  seven  ;  and  the  said  directors  chosen  at 
such  elections,  i\s  soon  a$  may  be  thereafter,  shall  proceed  in  like  manner 
to  elect  one  of  their  number  to  be  presklent.  And  if  any  director  shall 
cease  to  bo  a  stockholder,  his  office  shall  be  considered  vacant ;  and  when- 
ever any  vacancy  shall  happen  among  the  direftors,  by  death,  resignation, 
removal,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the 
fear  in  wliich  the  same  shall  happen,  by  such  person  or  persons  as  the  re- 
mainder of  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
appoint 

Sec,  5.  That  in  case  it  shall  happen  that  an  election  of  directors  shall 
aot  be  made  on  any  day  when  pursuant  to  this  act  it  ought  to  have  been 
done,  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved, 
but  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  on  any  other  day,  to  hold  and  make  an 
election  of  directors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  have  been  regulated  by  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  said  corporation. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  have  power  to  make  and  prescribe  such  by- laws,  rules,  and  regula- 
tions, as  to  them  shall  appear  needful  and  proper,  touching  the  arrangement 
and  disposition  of  the  stock,  property,  estate,  and  effects  of  said  corpora- 
tion,  the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  officers^  clerks,  and  servants  employed 
therein,  the  election  of  the  directors,  and  all  such  other  matters  as  appertain 
to  the  busii>ess  of  the  bank,  and  shall  also  have  power  to  appoint  so  many 
officers,  clerks,  and  servants  for  carrying  on  the  said  business,  and  with  such 
salaries  and  allowances  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet :  Provided,  That  such 
by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  la,\vs 
ot  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  the  Territory ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  preside;Dt  and  cashier  to  furnish  to  t;be  L^islative  Assembly  a  st^te- 
oaent,  under  oath,  whenever  thereto  required  by  the  Legislative  Assembly 
Of  (his  Ttjrritory,  of  bills  in  circulation,  the  amount  of  debts  due  frqt^ 
directors,  the  amount  due.  from  stockholders,  the  amount  of  debts  dtie  from 
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all  other  persons  or  corporations,  not  however  naming  there,  the  amount 
of  specie  in  bank,  the  amount  of  all  bills  of  other  banks,  the  amount  of 
their  deposites  in  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their  stock  in  other  banks, 
the  amount  of  their  real  estate  and  other  property  not  therein  specified,  the 
amount  of  capital  tictually  paid  in,  and  shall  contain  a  true  exhibit  of  the 
real  state  of  said  bank. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corporation  shall 
at  any  time  owe,  either  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above 
the  specie  actually  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not  exceed  three  times  the 
sum  of  the  capital  stock  subscribed  and  actually  paid  into  the  said  bank; 
and  in  case  of  such  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  administration  it  shall 
hapi)en,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their  separate  and  private  capacities, 
but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  corporation,  or  any  estate, 
real  or  personal,  which  they  may  hold  as  a  body  corporate,  from  being  also 
liable  for,  and  chargeable  with  such  excess ;  but  such  directors  who  may 
have  been  absent  when  said  excess  was  contracted,  or  who  may  have  dis- 
sented from  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  contracted,  shall 
not  be  so  liable. 

Sec.  S.  That  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
lawful  lor  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  re- 
quired for  its  accommodation,  in  relation  to  the  convenient  transacting  of 
its  business,  or  such  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfac- 
tion of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings,  or  pur- 
chased at  sales  upon  judgments  which  shall  have  been  obtain^  for  such 
debts ;  and  further,  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
deal  or  trade  in  buying  or^selling  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  unless 
in  selling  the  same  when  truly  pledged  by  way  of  security  for  debts  due 
the  said  corporation,  or  purchasing  the  same  at  sales  on  judgments,  which 
shall  have  been  obtained  for  any  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course 
of  its  dealings,  and  afterwards  selling  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal  of  the  said 
corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  assign- 
able by  endorsement  thereon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person  or 
persons,  his,  her,  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer 
and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees  re- 
spectively, so  as  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  bring  and  maintain 
an  action  thereupon,  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names;  and  bills  or 
notes,  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  promising  the 
payment  to  any  f)erson  or  persons,  by  his,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to  b^rer, 
though  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  ob- 
ligatory upon  the  same,  in  like  manner  and  with  like  force  and  eflfect  us  upon 
any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  his,  her,  or 
their  private  or  natural  capacity  or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable  and 
negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so  issued  by  such  private  person  or 
persons ;  and  if  such  bills,  obli^^atory  and  of  credit,  and  such  bills  and  notes 
issued  as  aforesaid,  are  not  paid  when  the  same  are  due  and  demanded  at 
the  banking  house  of  said  bank,  in  the  legal  coin  of  the  United  States,  the 
said  corporation  shall  be  dissolved. 

Sec.  10.  That  each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled,  at  elections,  and  on  all 
other  questions,  to  the  number  of  votes  proportioned  to  the  number  of  shares 
which  he  or  she  shall  hold  in  his  or  her  own  name,  according  to  the  follow- 
ing  ratio,  to  wit :  For  each  share,  and  not  exceeding  ten  shares,  one  vote ; 
for  every  two  shares  above  ten,  and  not  exceeding  fifty  shares,  one  vote ; 
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for  every  five  shares  above  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  shares,  one 
vote;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vote ;  and  no  stock- 
holder, unless  actually  resident  within  the  United  States,  shall  vote  at  elec- 
tions, or  on  any  other  occasion,  by  proxy. 

Sec.  II.  That  the  directors,  before  they  execute  any  of  the  duties  of 
their  offices,  except  choosing  a  president,  shall  severally  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation  that  they  will  faithfully,  diligently,  and  honestly  perform  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and 
abilities,  which  oath  or  affirmation  either  of  the  directors  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  administer  to  the  president,  and  then  the  president  shall  administer 
the  same  to  the  other  directors,  and  to  all  such  other  officers,  clerks,  and 
servants  of  the  said  corporation,  as  by  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  thereof 
may  be  required  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  12.  That  the  directors  shall  mako  half  yearly  dividends,  com- 
mencing on  the  first  Monday  in  February,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  of  so  much  of  the 
profits  of  said  bank,  as  to  them  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  seem  advisable, 
and  every  cashier  and  clerk,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  shall  give  bond  with  two  or  more  securities,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
directors,  conditioned  for  the  faiihful  performance  of  their  duties. 

Skc.  13.  That  no  president  or  other  director  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
emoluments  for  their  services,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  allowed  by 
the  stockholders  at  a  general  niecUing.  Four  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the  president  shall  be  one, 
except  in  case  of  necessary  absence,  when  he  shall,  in  writing,  appoint  one 
of  the  directors  to  act  as  president  pro  tempore;  but  for  making  ordinary 
discounts,  such  a  number  of  directors  shall  constitute  a  board,  as  shall  be 
required  by  the  by  laws  of  said  corporation. 

Sec.  14.  A  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  may  be  called  when- 
ever the  directors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  judge  proper,  of  which 
meetin<;  the  directors  shall  give  three  weeks'  previous  notice  in  a  news- 
paper printed  in  the  county  of  Milwaukee,  which  notice  shall  specify  the 
object  of  such  meeting. 

Sec.  15.  That  the  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  assignable  ac- 
eording  to  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  by-laws  of  snid  corporation,  but  no 
assignment  or  transfer  shall  be  valid  or  effectual,  until  such  assignment  or 
transfer  shall  be  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
nor  shall  any  stockholder  be  capable  of  assigning  or  transferring  his  or  her 
stock  in  the  said  bank,  until  all  notes,  dues,  and  debts,  of  whatsoever  nature, 
due  to  the  said  corporation  from  such  stockholders,  either  as  drawer  or 
endorser  of  any  note  or  1)111,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  first  paid  and  discharged. 

Sec.  16.  That  the  stockholders  may,  at  any  lime,  augmont  the  capital 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  at  any  special  meeting  callexl  for  that  purpose,  a 
majority  of  all  the  voles  being  given  therefor,  under  such  regulations, 
restrictions,  and  conditions  as  the  stockholders  shall  at  such  meeting  judge 
proper,  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  17.  That  the  property  of  every  individual  member  of  the  said 
corporation,  vested  in  said  corporate  funds,  sliall  be  liable  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  personal  property  is  liable  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  to  the 
payment  and  satisfaction  of  hi.*?  just  debts  to  any  of  his  bona  fide  creditors, 
and  when  any  execution  shall  be  issued  against  the  personal  property  of 
any  such  individual   member,  and   the  creditor  is  desirous   that  the  same 
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should  be  levied  upon  the  property  of  such  debtoj^  in  the  Stiid  corporate 
funds,  the  officer  to  whom  such  execution  may  be  directed,  shall  levy  the 
same,  by  leaving  with  thi?  cashier  of  said  bank  an  attested  copy  of  such 
execution,  and  a  written  notice  that  the  said  execution  is  levied  upon  the 
property  of  the  said  debtor  in  the  said  corporate  funds,  and  such  propeny 
thus  levied  upon  shall  be  sold  in  the  same  manner  as  is.or  shall  by  law  be 
provided  for  the  sale  of  personal  property  taken  in  execution,  and  such 
corporate  funds  thus  levied  upon  and  sold  shall  be  transfern*d  to  the  pur- 
chaser by  entering  in  the  proper  book  of  such  corporiation  a  copy  of  the 
said  execution,  and  a  statement  of  the  sale  of  such  property  by  virtue 
thereof;  which  entry  the  officer  serving  such  execution  shall  be  p)ermitted 
to  make  :  Provided,  That  no  property  vested  in  the  said  corporate  funds 
shall  be  thus  taken  and  sold  until  all  the  debts  due  to  the  said  bank,  by 
such  debtor,  either  as  drawer  or  endorser  of  any  note  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
fully  discharofpd ;  and  upon  any  execution  being  levied  ort  any  shares  in 
said  bank,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cashier  of  said  bank  to  expose  the 
proper  book  of  the  corporation  to  the  officer,  and  to  furnish  him  with  a 
certificate,  under  his  hand,  in  his  official  capacity,  stating  the  number  of 
shares  the  debtor  holds  in  said  bank,  and  the  amount  of  dividends  thereon  doe. 

Sec.  18.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  take  more  than  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  its  loans  and  discounts,  in  advance. 

Sec.  19.  That  this  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  a  public  act, 
and  that  the  same  be  for  the  time  herein  before  limited,  construed  in  all 
courts  and  places  benignly  and  favorably,  for  every  beneficial  purpose 
therein  mentioned. 

Sec.  20.  That  no  note  or  bill  shall  be  issued  by  said  bank  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  Legislative  Assembly,  in  four  years  from 
this  lime,  from  prohibiting  the  issuing  of  notes  from  this  bank  of  n  less 
denomination  than  ten  dollars,  or  in  ten  years  from  this  time,  of  a  less 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  if  the  Legislative  Assembly  should  deem 
it  expedient  so  to  do. 

Sec.  21.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the  liCgislative  Assembly 
of  this  Territory,  or  the  legislative  authorities  which  may  hereafter  exist, 
in  any  State  to  be  erected  in  this  Territory,  in  which  said  bank  may  be 
located,  shall  deem  it  fit  and  expedient  for  the  better  regulating  a  banking 
operation  to  require  the  deposites  in  a  general  safety  fund  for  this  and  the 
several  banks,  hereafter  to  be  erected,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  a 
general  system  in  said  Territory  or  State,  similar  to  that  now  in  operation 
in  tife  State  of  New  York,  and  known  as  the  "Safety  Fund  System,"  that 
then  and  in  that  case  this  charier  shall  be  subject  so  far  to  be  altered  or 
amended  as  to  njake  it  conform  to  such  a  safety  fund  system,  and  no 
further. 

Sec.  22.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  Monday  of  May  next,  and  that  if  said  corporation  shall  fail  to  go 
into  operation,  or  shall  abuse  or  misuse  their  privilege  under  this  charter, 
it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  this  Territory,  at 
any  time,  to  annul  and  vacate  and  make  void  this  charter. 

P.  H.  ENGLE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

HENRY  S.  BAIRD, 
President  of  the  Council 

Approved,  November  30,  1836.  H.  DODGE. 
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No.  9. 

AN  ACT  relative  to  Banking  Inslitutions. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  t/ie.  Territory  of 
Michiffan,  That  if,  at  any  time  hereafter,  the  bills  obligatory  or  of  credit, 
and  the  bills  or  notes  issued  by  any  banking  institution  incorporated  by 
any  law  of  this  Territory,  are  not  paid  when  the  same  are  due  and  de- 
manded at  ihe  banking  house  of  any  such  corporation^  the  said  (vorporatiq^ 
shall  not,  for  that  cause,  be  dissolved;  but  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
any  such  corporation  to  redeem  the  said  bills  or  notes  at  any  time  within 
sixty  days  after  the  same  may  be  demanded  at  the  banking  house  as  afore- 
said; and  when  any  iujuncUon  shall  be  issued  on  account  of  any  sueh 
failure  on  the  part  of  any  bank,  the  same  shall  be  dissolved  or  payment 
laade  within  the  time  above  limited,  together  with  twenty  percent,  dan^ages 
and  costs :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  an 
injunction  being  issued  whenever  any  payment  or  demand  shall  be  refused, 
or  the  continuance  thereof  if  there  be  other  cause  of  complaint  against  any 
such  institution. 

Approved  April  23,  1833. 


No-  10. 


Treasury  Department,  January  3,  1839* 

Sir:  The  enclosed  resolution  having  been  officially  communicated  to 
this  department.  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  any  information  in  your  power 
which  may  assist  us  in  answering  it. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LE7I  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Jones,  House  oj  Representatives. 


No.  11. 


Washington  City,  January  3,  1839. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  today's  date,  transmitting  me  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3lst  ultimo,  directing  you  to 
report  to  that  House  the  condition,  &c.,  of  the  banks  in  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory, and  the  character  of  the  currency  received  at  the  land  offices  in  that 
Territory  in  payment  for  the  public  lands,  has  just  been  received.  In  ac- 
cordance with  your  request,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  in  reply  to 
your  letter  :  An  act  of  Congress,  approved  1st  of  July,  1836,  provides, "  that 
no  act  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  oj  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  incorporating  any  bankyor  any  institution  with  banking  privi- 
leges,  shall  have  any  forc^  or  effect  until  approved  and  confirmed  by  Con- 
/?Tess"  Under  and  in  conformity  with  this  act  of  Congress,  thiee  acts  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  chartering  "  the  Bank  of 
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Milwaukee^  the  Miners^  Bank  of  Du  Buque,  and  the  Bnk  of  Mineral 
Pointy^  weie  approved  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837, 
with  certain  restrictions  and  conditions.  One  of  these  conditions  is,  "  *hat 
neither  of  such  banks  shall  issue  notes  or  bills  for  circulation^  until  one- 
half  of  the  amount  oj  their  respective  capital  shall  have  been  actually  paid 
in.^^  This  provision,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  has  never  been  com- 
plied  with,  on  the  part  of  ihe  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Mine- 
ral Point;  nor  has  that  which  veqmTes  ^^  that  neUher  of  the  said  banks 
ihall  at  any  time  owe,  eithtr  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  over  and 
above  its  actual  depositesj  an  amount  to  exceed  thrice  the  amount  of  its 
capital  stock  actually  paid  inj^ 

The  people  of  the  Territory,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mineral  Point  bank, 
almost  universally  believe  that  the  bank  at  that  place  has  violated  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  in  both  particulars  alluded  to  above,  and 
that  it  has,  in  consequence  thereof,  "  forfeited  its  charter,  and  put  an  end 
to  its  corporate  powers  and  privileges"  Entertaining  these  opinions  my- 
self, and  feeling  confident  that  they  are  the  sentiments  of  the  people  for 
whose  benefit  the  banks  were  created,  but  who  have  not  received  such  ac- 
commodations therefrom  as  they  were  entitled  to,  from  an  institution  of 
their  own  creation,  I  have  introduced  the  subject  to  your  attention, 
through  the  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  a  copy  of  winch 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  enclose  me.  An  article  in  relation  to  this  institn- 
fion,  which  is  at  least  calculated  to  excite  distrnst  in  the  minds  of  the  com- 
munity, appeared  in  the  Miners'  Free  Press  of  the  27th  of  November  last, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  to  which  please  refer  for  further  in- 
formation on  this  snbject. 

The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point  were,  as  late  as  September  last, 
taken  in  payment  for  the  public  lands,  by  the  receiver  of  public  money  at 
Mineral  Point.  He  felt  bonnd,  he  said,  to  receive  them,  because  the  bank 
purported  to  be  a  specie-paying  institution  ;  although  he  entertained  the 
opinion,  as  he  was  confident,  that  the  bank  had  not  ten  thousand  dollars  of 
specie  in  her  vaults,  and,  consequently,  not  able  to  redeem  one-fourth  of  the 
notes,  if  presented  at  her  counter.  The  law,  he  thought,  required  him  to 
take  the  notes  of  all  banks  purporting  to  be  ^^  specie  paying. ^^  if  they  had 
Hot  issued  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  He  wtis  not  re- 
quired by  law  or  yourself  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  bank,  nor 
would  the  president  and  cashier  have  permitted  him  to  do  so  if  he  had.  A 
statement  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  submitted  to  him  by  the 
teller  in  the  absence  of  the  president  and  cashier,  confirmed  him  in  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained  in  relation  to  this  bank,  and  showed  that  it 
had  but  about  §7,000  in  her  vaults. 

The  Miners'  Bank  of  Du  Buque,  bring  within  the  bounds  of  the  present 
Territory  of  Iowa,  does  not  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  resolution ; 
and  the  Bank  of  Milwaukee  has  not,  I  believe,  t)een  put  in  operation,  and 
its  charter,  of  course,  has  expired  by  limitation,  under  the  act  of  approval. 
The  Bank  of  Wisconsin,  located  at  Green  Bay,  was  established  by  act  of 
incorporation  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Michigan  Territory,  previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  July,  1836,  and,  therefore, 
it  may  be  supposed,  is  not  subject  to  the  resolution,  or  the  supervision  or 
control  of  Congress.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case,  since  all  the  ads  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Michigan  are,  under  the  ordinance  of  the  I3ih 
July,  17S7,  and  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  llih  of  January,  1805,  estab- 
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lishiog  Michigan  Territory,  subject  to  the  approval  or  rejection  of  Congress 
at  any  lime.  The  notes  of  this  bank  are  in  extensive  circulation  in  the 
Territory,  and  not  bein^  a  specie  paying  bank,  or  its  notes  received  in  pay- 
ment for  the  public  lands,  are  at  a  depreciation,  and,  consequently,  affecting 
most  materially  the  business  and  currency  of  the  country.  Its  failure  to 
resume  specie  payments  is  deemed  a  violation  x)f  its  charter,  and  would 
seem  to  require  the  enactment  of  a  law  by  Congress,  declaring  such  char- 
ter null  and  void.  A  joint  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
approved  the  12th  June,  1838,  disaffirmed  and  disapproved  the  act  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  incorporating  "  the  stock- 
holders of  the  State  Bank  of  Wisconsin,  at  Prairie  dn  Chien."  This  bank 
charter  was  greatly  desired  by  the  people  at  Prairie  du  Chien  ;  but  was 
oevertheless  referred  to  be  approved  by  Congress ;  and  yet  the  Bank  of 
Wisconsin,  at  Green  Bay,  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  its  own  charter, 
without  having  ever  received  the  approval  of  Congress,  is  permitted  to  ex- 
ercise all  the  privileges  of  a  legally  constituted  institiition. 

Another  institution,  denominated  the  "  Bank  of  Fox  River  Hydraulic 
Company^^  is  exercising  all  the  functions  of  a  regularly  established  bank, 
ll  is  situated  within  six  miles  of  the  Bank  of  W^isconsin,  at  the  village  of 
Depere,  near  the  town  of  Green  Bay.  No  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory  has  ever  beon  passed  chartering  any  institution  with  banking 
privileges,  such  as  are  claimed  and  exercised  by  this  compapy.  An  act  of 
ihc  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  the  3d  of  December,  1836,  authorized 
'-^the  building  a  dam  across  the  Foxrivcr^  at  Depcrt?^  'A  subsequent  act 
of  the  same  Legislature,  amendatory  of  the  first,  gives  to  this  same  "Hy- 
draulic Company"  authority  "  to  issue  evidences  ^  debt ;"  and  under  this 
clause  this  bank  is  established,  notwithstanding  the  said  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture has  neither  been  approved  by  act  of  Congress,  submitted  to  that  body, 
nor  placed  on  file  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  as  is 
required  by  the  act  establishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  that  of 
the  1st  of  July,  1830,  requiring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  be  given  to  all 
Territorial  acts  chartering  institutions  with  banking  privileges.  The  notes 
of  this  bnvk^  notwithstanding  the  palpable  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  if  not  those  of  the  Territory,  are  received  by  the  receiver  of 
public  money  at  Green  Bay,  in  payment  for  the  public  lands,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  reference  to  the  accompanying  "communication,"  signed  "  Thomas 
Lee,  receiver,"  and  taken  from  the  Wisconsin  iJemocrat,  of  the  11th  De- 
cenil>er,  1838,  as  well  as  by  the  article  signed  "  Publicola,"  accompanying 
this  communication.  The  evils  to  the  people  of  the  Territory,  ^rowiner  out 
of  the  derangement  of  our  currency,  and  the  absence  of  all  certain  infortn- 
alion  as  to  the  real  condition  of  our  banking:  institutions,  have  induced  me 
to  introduce  the  resolution  in  relation  to  them,  and  which  was,  without  a 
dissenting  vofe,  adopted  by  the  House.  To  effect  the  object  so  desirable  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory,  I  respecthilly  suggest  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing a  board  of  cotnmissioners,  composed  of  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  with  in- 
structions to  repair  to  the  banking  establishments  above  referred  to,  and  to 
any  others  that  may  be  in  existence  at  the  time,  to  examine  into,  in  person, 
and  to  report  to  you  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  laws,  if  any,  under  which 
the  institutions  are  founded,  the  manner  in  which  they  were  put  in  opera- 
tion, whether  in  conformity  to  the  charters  and  the  acts  of  Congress,  if  any 
were  granted  or  enficted,  and  whether  they  have,  since  their  organization, 
been  conducted  according  to  law.     That  they  be  also  required  to  report  to 
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yon  copies  of  the  by  laws,  rules,  and  regulations  of  those  institutions  or 
banks,  with  a  statement  of  the  bills  in  circulation,  the  amount  of  debts  due 
from  directors,  the  amount  due  from  stockholders,  the  amount  due  from 
presidents,  the  amount  due  from  cashiers,  the  amount  of  debts  due  from  all 
other  persons  or  corporations,  not,  however,  naming:  persons,  the  amount 
of  specie  in  bank,  the  amount  of  all  bills  of  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their 
deposites  in  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their  stock  in  other  banks,  the 
amount  of  thei^  real  estate  or  other  property,  not  therein  specified; 
the  amount  of  capital  actually  paid  in  to  the  commissioners  authorized 
to  sell  the  stock,  iif  any  were  appointed,  designating  the  kind  of  money 
received  for  such  stock,  and  report  the  true  condition,  m  all  respects, 
of  all  institutions  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconan,  that  now  are,  or  here- 
tofore may  have,  exercised  banking  privileges  in  the  said  Territory.  I 
would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  instructing  the  said  commissioners  to 
inquire  into  the  character  of  the  currency  now  and  heretofore  received  in 
payment  for  the  public  lands  in  the  said  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  To  ac- 
complish this  object,  the  receivers  of  public  money  should  be  directed  by 
you  to  furnish  every  information  to  the  commissioners  in  their  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  12. 

Washington  city,  D.  C,  January  3, 1839. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  communica- 
tion of  this  date,  on  the  subject  of  the  banks  and  currency  of  Wisconsin 
Territory,  1  respectfully  recommend  to  you  for  appointment  as  commis- 
sioners to  examine  the  Bank  of  Wisconsin  and  the  Fox  River  Hydraulic 
Company,  of  Depere,  and  the  land  office  at  Green  Bay,  Henry  S.  Baird, 
Esq.,  and  Daniel  Whitney,  Esq.,  both  of  Green  Bay,  Brown  county,  Wis- 
consin Territory.  And  for  the  examination  of  the  Mineral  Point  Bank, 
Major  John  P.  Sheldon  and  Colonel  William  S.  Hamilton,  both  of  Iowa 
county,  Wisconsin  Territory,  who  could  also  examine  as  to  the  currency 
received  for  lands  at  Mineral  Point.  Hans  Crocker,  Esq.,  and  Byron  Kil- 
bourne,  Esq.,  of  Milwaukee,  to  examine  the  land  office  at  that  place,  in 
relation  to  the  currency  received  for  lands  there.  The  gentlemen  recom- 
mended to  you  for  the  above  purposes  are  highly  respectable  and  intel- 
ligent, well  acquainted  with  banking  operations,  and  every  way  well  worthy 
of  vour  confidence. 

m 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  JONES. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


'      No.  13. 

Washington  city,  D.  C,  January  S,  1S38. 

Sir:  The  Milwaukee  Advertiser  of  the  22d  ultimo,  this  moment  re- 
ceivedj  contains  notices,  signed  by  Rufus  Parks  as  cashier,  in  relation  to 
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i  Milwaukee.  Supposinar  that  the  charter  of  that  institution  had 
limitation,  as  is  ptovided  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
iiy  it  not  having  actually  commericed bankings  as  1  understand, 
Isl  day  of  January,  1838,  I  did  not,  in  my  communication  of  the 
recommend  any  commissioners  for  the  examination  of  that  insti* 
jrmit  me,  therefore,  to  recommend  Messrs.  Hans  Crocker  and 
bourne  (who  I  recommended  for  appointment  to  examine  the 
at  Milwaukee  in  relation  to  the  currency  received  for  the  public 
he  performance  of  that  duty,  and  the  propriety  of  issuing  instruc- 
im  of  the  same  character  as  those  given  to  Messrs.  Sheldon  and 
md  Baird  and  Whitney.  The  Milwaukee  Advertiser  alluded  to 
irewith  enclosed.  By  reference  to  it  you  will  perceive  an  article 
ject  of  the  currency  received  by  Mr.  Lee  in  payment  for  the 
Is  at  Green  Bay.  The  same  paper  contains  also  a  notice,  signed 
rks,  receiver"  at  Milwaukee,  in  which  he  proposes  to  take  the 
e  "  Mineral  Point  Bank^  in  payment  fot  the  public  lands. 
am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

GEORGE  W.  JONES, 
ivi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  14. 


;  hereby  given  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Milwaukee, 
actors  have  this  day  made  a  call  for  a  further  instalment  of  ten 
r  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  payable  to  the  directors  in 
le  office  of  Rufus  Parks,  in  said  Milwaukee,  on  Thursday,  the 
f  February  next.     Per  order  of  the  directors, 

RUFUS  PARKS,  Casjiier. 
lER  4, 1838. 


No.  15. 


hereby  given  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Milwaukee 
•ectors  have  this  day  made  a  call  for  a  iurther  instalment  often 
'  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  payable  to  the  directors  in 
e  office  of  Rufus  Parks,  in  said  Milwaukee,  on  the  28th  day  of 
text.     Per  order  of  the  directors, 

RUFUS  PARKS,  Cashier. 


No.  16. 


After  the  1st  day  of  October,  bills  of  the  following  banks  will  be 
the  land  office  at  Milwaukee  ;  no  bills  will  be  received  of  a  less 
m  than  twenty  dollars, 
ik  of  Indiana;  State  Bank  of  Illinois  ;  State  Bank  of  Missouri  \ 
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Mineral  Point  Bank  ;  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  at  Defaroil ;  Bank 
of  Michigan,  at  Detroit ;  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank  at  Albany ;  the 
Bank  of  America,  New  York ;  the  Manhattan  Company,  New  York ;  City 
Bank  at  Buffalo,  New  York;  Merchants  and  Mechanics'  Bank  at  Troy, 
New  York. 

RUFUS  PARKS,  Receiver. 
Receiver's  Office,  Milwaukee, 

September  24,  1838. 


No.  17. 


Treasury  Department,  December  28, 1838. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  represented  to  this  department  to  day  that  the  notes 
of  banking  companies  not  legally  incorporated,  and  perhaps  unsafe,  are 
current  in  several  sections  of  the  western  country,  and  particularly  in  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to 
the  instructions  contained  in  my  circulars  of  the  1st  June  and  5th  of  July 
last  respecting  the  receipt  of  any  paper  currency,  excepting  Treasury  notes, 
for  public  lands.  Should  the  paper  received  become  depreciated  the  loss 
cannot  be  devolved  upon  the  United  States,  but  must  be  borne  by  the  re- 
ceivers and  their  sureties ;  and,  consequently,  the  greatest  caution  is  neces- 
sary in  taking  paper  money. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seareiary  of  the  Treasury* 
Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Milwaukee, 


No.  18. 


Treasury  Department,  January  2,  1839. 

Sir:  It  having  been  represented  to  this  department,  that  the  notes  of 
banking  companies  not  legally  incorporated,  and  perhaps  unsafe,  are  current 
in  several  sections  of  the  western  country,  and  particularly  in  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  in- 
structions contained  in  my  circulars  of  Isl  of  June,  and  5th  of  July  last,  re- 
specting the  receipt  of  any  paper  money  excepting  Treasury  notes,  for  pub- 
lic lands.  Should  the  paper  received  become  depreciated,  the  loss  cannot 
be  devolved  upon  the  United  States,  but  must  be  borne  by  the  receivers  and 
their  sureties;  and, consequently, the  greatest  caution  is  necessary  in  taking 
paper  money. 

J  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Galena,  Illinois, 
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No.  19. 

Treasury  Department,  January  8,  1839. 

Sir  :  To  enable  roe  to  answer  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, callincr  on  the  department  to  report  the  character  of  the  currency  re- 
ceived at  the  different  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  in  pay- 
ment for  public  lands,  and  the  names  of  the  banking  institutions  the  notes 
of  which  are  so  received,  I  will  thank  you  to  report  what  kind  of  money 
you  take.  Other  agents  have  been  appointed  to  call  on  you  for  that  infor- 
mation, and  to  report  if  the  money  be  at  par,  and  of  banks  duly  organized, 
and  entirely  solvent.  Where  any  reasonable  doubt  exists  on  their  part,  you 
will  see  the  obvious  necessity  of  declining  to  take  such  money,  and  insist 
on  what  is  clearly  legal,  and  within  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  instruc- 
tions ol  the  department. 

I  am,  (fee, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
'  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Green  Bay, 


No.  20. 


Treasury  Department,  January  10,  1839. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  herewith 
transmit  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  from  the  Hon.  George  W,  Jones, 
lately  a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the  Territory  in  which  your  land  office 
is  situated,  relative  to  the  receipt  of  unauthorized  currency  for  public  lands, 
and  will  be  happy  to  be  furnished  with  your  explanation  on  the  subject  at 
70ur  earUest  convenience,  in  order  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  President. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Thomas  Lee,  Esq., 

Receiver  of  Public  Money ^  Green  Bay. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  George  W.  Jones  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury i  dated  January  3,  1839. 

^  A  subsequent  act  of  the  same  liegislature,  amendatory  of  the  first,  gives 
to  this  same  *  Hydraulic  Company'  an  authority  ^  to  issue  evidences  of  debt  f 
and,  under  this  clause,  this  bank  is  established,  notwithstanding  the  said 
act  of  the  [/egislature  has  not  been  approved  by  act  of  Congress,  submitted 
to  that  body,  nor  placed  on  file  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
Stat^,  as  is  required  by  the  act  establishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  that  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  requiring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  be 

?'ven  to  all  Territorial  acts  chartering  institutions  with  banking  privileges, 
he  notes  of  this  bank,  notwithstandmg  the  palpable  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  if  notjhose  of  the  Territory,  are  received  by  the 
receiver  ^         -      . 

will  appear 
'Thomas 
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llth  of  December,  1838,  as  well  as  by  the  article  signed  'Publicola,' 
accompanying  this  communication." 


No.  21. 


Treasury  Department,  January  8, 1839. 

Sir  :  Congress  having  adopted  the  resolution  of  which  a  copy  is  here- 
with enclosed,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  your  opinion  whether  this 
depeu'tment  or  any  agent  or  commissioner  appointed  by  it  has  the  power  of 
examining  into  the  condition  of  the  banks  referred  to  against  their  consent, 
and,  if  so,  how  the  power  is  to  be  enforced.  The  charters  of  the  existing 
banks  in  the  Territory  are  understood  to  be  similar  to  that  on  page  twenty- 
seven  of  the  volume  herewith  transmitted,  and  the  confirmation  by  Con- 
gress in  similar  terms  to  the  act  there  appended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  Attorney  General 


No.  22. 


Attorney  General's  Office,  January  9, 1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  8th  instant,  asking  my  opinion  as  to 
the  power  of  your  department  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  banks 
of  the  Wisconsin  Territory  against  their  consent. 

In  the  opinion  now  to  be  given  I  wish  to  remark,  that  I  refrain  altogether 
from  the  expression  of  any  views  in  regard  io  the  right  of  a  legislative 
body  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  a  corporation  created  by  it ;  whether 
such  right  exists,  and  is  inherent  in  the  law-making  power,  without  any 
express  reservation  to  that  effect,  is  not  necessary  now  to  be  considered. 
The  question  presented  being  merely  whether  your  department  possesses 
the  authority  to  do  so. 

In  the  charter  accompanying  your  letter,  there  is  no  such  auUiority  con- 
ferred, nor  is  any  reference  made  to  your  department,  either  in  the  charter 
or  the  act  of  Congress  conferring  it.  I  cannot,  therefore,  see  any  authority 
which  you  possess  to  investigate  the  condition  of  said  banks  against  their 
consent* 

I  anij  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FELIX  GRUNDY. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  23. 


Treasury  Department,,  Jimt^ary  3,  1839. 

Sir  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  bavins  adopted 
ibe  enclosed  resolution  caUing  on  me  to  inquire  into,  and  report  the  condi- 
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e  banks  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you 
to  this  departnient,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  such  information 
bject  as  may  be  within  your  power. 

I  am,  &c.y 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
irellBUcy  Henrt  Dodge, 
jrovemor  of  Wisconsw,  Dodgeville. 


No.  24. 

^  Treasury  Department,  January  8,  1839. 

.EM EN  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  hav- 
:ed  the  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  Wisconsin,  con- 
the  enclosed  resolution,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  undertake  an  ex- 
1  into  the  condition  of  the  Mineral  Point  Bank,  it  being  one  of  the 
Dperation  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  The  following  particu- 
suc^gested  as  points  upon  which  it  is  expedient  that  inquiry  be 
oraer  to  fulfil  the  probable  views  of  the  House  in  adopting  the  re- 

3  laws  under  which  these  institutions  were  organized  and  now  act, 
iher  they  have  been  organized  and  conducted  in  conformity  with 
^s. 

e  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  their  af- 
ich  have  been  adopted. 

tatementof  the  amount  of  bills  in  circulation  ;  amount  of  specie  on 
mount  of  bills  of  other  banks  on  hand  ;  the  amount  of  deposites  to 
iit  in  other  banks  ;  the  amount  of  their  stock  held  by  other  banks; 
int  of  debt  due  from  directors,  from  stockholders,  from  the  presi- 
►m  the  cashiers,  and  from  all  other  persons,  without  designation  of 
and  also  the  value  of  their  real  estate  and  other  property  not  before 
;  the  amount  of  capital  actually  paid  in  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
0  sell  the  stock,  if  any  were  appointed,  designating  the  kind  of 
jceived  for  such  stock  ;  and,  generally,  to  report  the  true  condition, 

nets,  of  such  institutions, 
iny  objection  or  opposition  be  manifested  on  the  part  of  either 
institutions  to  an  examination  into  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the 
iified,  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  the  facts  to  this  department, 
it  further  instructions. 

1  am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
John  P.  Sheldon,  and 
3l  William  S.  Hamilton, 
Iowa  county,  Wisconsin  Territory. 


No.  25. 

Treasury  Department,  January  8,  1839. 

lemeN  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  hav- 
:ted  the  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  character  of  the  cutieuc^ 
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received  at  the  different  land  oflSces  in  Wisconsin  Territory  in  payment  for 
public  lands,  and  the  names  of  the  banking  institutions,  the  notes  of  which 
are  so  received,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  examine  and  report  upon  the 
subject  so  far  as  the  land  office  at  Mineral  Point  is  concerned,  the  receiver 
of  which  has  been  instructed  to  afford  you  all  the  facilities  in  his  power. 

I  am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 


Major  J  NO.  P.  Sheldon  and 
Col.  Wm.  S.  Hamilton, 

Iowa  Co.f  Wisconsin  Territory. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  26. 


Treasury  Department,  January  8,  1839. 

Gentlemen  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing directed  the  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  Wisconsin,  con- 
tained in  the  enclosed  resolution,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  undertake  an 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  Milwaukee. 

The  following  particulars  are  suggested  as  points  upon  which  it  is 
expedient  that  inquiry  be  made,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  probable  vifews  of  the 
House  in  adopting  the  resolution : 

1st.  The  laws  under  which  these  institutions  were  organized  and  now 
act ;  and  whether  they  have  been  organized  and  conducted  in  conformity 
with  these  laws. 

2d.  The  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  their 
affairs  which  have  been  adopted. 

3d.  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  bills  in  circulation,  amount  of  specie 
on  hand,  amount  of  bills  of  other  banks  on  hand,  the  amount  of  deposiles 
to  their  credit  in  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their  stock  held  by  other 
banks,  the  amount  of  debts  due  from  directors,  from  stockholders,  from  the 
presidents,  from  the  cashiers,  and  from  all  other  persons,  without  designa- 
ting their  names,  and  also  the  value  of  their  real  estate  and  other  properly, 
not  before  specified ;  the  amount  of  capital  actually  paid  in  to  ihe  com- 
missioners appointed  to  sell  the  stock,  if  any  were  appointed,  designating^ 
the  kind  of  money  received  for  such  slock ;  and,  generally,  to  report  true 
condition,  in  all  respects,  of  such  institutions. 

Should  any  objection  or  opposition  be  manifested  on  the  part  of  this  in- 
stitution to  an  examination  into  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  facts  spe- 
cified, you  will  be  pleased  to  report  the  facts  to  this  department,  and  await 
further  instructions. 

I  am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hans  Crocker  and  Byron  Kilbourne, 

Milwaukee^  Wiscojisin  Territory, 
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No.  27. 

Treasury  Department, /anwary  8,  1839. 

LEMEN :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  having 
the  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  Wisconsin,  contained 
iclosed  resolution,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  undertake  an  examina- 
the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  Fox  River  Hy- 
]!Jonipany  of  Dupere,  and  any  other  banks  in  operation  in  the  Terri- 
kVisconsin,  except  the  banks  of  Mineral  Point  and  Milwaukee. 
3llo\ving  particulars  are  suggested  as  pointed  upon  which  it  i^  expq- 
at  inquiry  he  made,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  probable  views  of  ihe 
n  adopting  the  resolution  : 

le  laws  under  which  their  institutions  were  organized  and  now  act, 
ether  they  have  been  organized  and  conducted  in  conformity  with 
ws. 

16  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  their  affairs, 
lave  been  adopted. 

statement  of  the  amount  of  bills  in  circulation,  amount  of  specie 
I,  aniount  of  bills  of  other  banks  on  hand,  the  amount  of  deposites 
credit  in  other  banks,  the  amount  of  their  stock  held  by  other  banks, 
unt  of  debts  due  from  directors,  from  stockholders,  from  the  presi- 
rom  the  cashiers,  and  from  all  other  persons,  without  designation 
s,  and  also  the  value  of  their  real  estate,  and  other  property,  not  be- 
:ified,  the  amount  of  capital  actually  paid  in  to  the  commissioners 
»d  to  sell  the  stock,  if  any  were  appointed,  designating  the  kind  of 
eceived  for  such  stock ;  and,  generally,  to  report  the  true  condition, 
spects,  of  such  institutions. 

d  any  objection  or  opposition  be  manifested  on  the  part  of  either 
institutions  to  an  examination  into  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the 
jcified,  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  the  facts  to  this  department, 
dt  further  mstructions. 

I  am,  &c., 

l.EVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
LY  T.  Baird,  and  Danikl  Whitney,  Esqs., 

Green  Bay^  Brown  covnty,  Wisconsin  Territory. 


No.  28. 

Treasury  Department,  January  8,  1839. 

PLEMEN  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  hav- 
cted  the  inquiry  to  be  made  irito  the  character  of  the  currency 
[  at  the  different  land  offices  in  Wisconsin  Territory,  in  payment 
ic  lands,  and  the  names  of  the  banking  institutions,  the  notes  of 
ire  so  received,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  examine  and  report  upon 
ject,  so  far  as  the  land  office'  at  Green  Bay  is  concerned,  the 
of  which  has  been  instructed  to  afford  you  all  the  facilities  in  his 

I  am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
[Y  T.  Baird,  and  Daniel  Whitney,  Esquires, 

Gretn  Bay,  Brown  county,  Wisconsin  Territory, 
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No.  29. 

•  Treasury  Department,  January  8, 1839. 

Gentlemen  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  thjB  United  States 
having  directed  the  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  character  of  the  currency 
received  at  the  different  land  offices  in  Wisconsin  Territory,  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands,  and  the  names  of  the  banking  institutions,  the  notes 
of  which  are  so  received,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  examine  and  report 
upon  the  subject,  so  far  as  the  land  office  at  Milwaukee  is  concerned,  the 
receiver  of  which  has  been  instructed  to  afford  you  all  the  facility  in  his 
power.  I  am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hans  Crocker,  and  Byron  Kilbourne,  Esquires, 

Milwaukee^  Wisconsin  Territory. 


25th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  1 9^4  1 


3d  Session. 


DOCUMENT 

On  the  subject  of  reducing  and  equalizing  letter  postage. 


February  8^  IS39. 

leierred  to  «hc  Committee  <m  the  Post  Offiee  and  Post  Road^  aiid  ordered  to  be  printed. 


FLAN  FOR  REDUCING  AND  EQUALIZINQ  LETTER  POSTAGE. 

Proposed,  aad  npw  undier  consideration  in  ;^  British  ParUa^^t. 

1.  Letters  not  weighing  more  than  one-half  ounce  to  go  for  a  penny 
sterliDgfrom  any  one  port-town  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  to  any  other 
post-town,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  letters  of  greater  weight.  In 
case  of  distribution  within  a  city,  greater  weights  to  be  allowed. — See  page 
\S^c.  of  the  pamphlet. 

1  Postage  to  be  collected  by  means  of  stamps  or  stamped  covers  issued 
bjrthe  Government,  and  sold  at  such  price  as  to  include  the  postage. 
Thus  all  letters  will  go  post  paid. — For  particulars  see  pamphlet^  pp. 

3.  Postage  for  a  given  weight  to  be  irrespective  of  distance^  because  the 
expenses  of  receipt  and  delivery  are  so,  nearly,  and  because  the  necessary 
expense  of  transit  is  in  all  caseis  very  small.  To  carry  a  quarter  of  an 
ounce  (the  average  weight  of  a  single  letter)  over  land  from  London  to 
Edinburgh,  four  hundred  miles,  costs  but  one  thirty  sixth  of  a  penny,  or 
the  eighteenth  part  of  a  cent. — See  p.  15. 

4.  Postage  for  moderate  weights  to  be  irrespective  of  the  number  of 
enclosures. — Seep.  15. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  THIS   PLAN. 

I.   To  the  Government. 

(a.)  By  requiring  all  letters  to  be  paid  in  advance,  it  would  save  a  great 
proportion  of  the  trouble  and  expense  of  collection,  which  is  supposed  to 
constitute  nearly  nine-tenths  of  the  whole. 

(6.)  It  would  relieve  the  citizens  of  an  onerous  tax,  without  essentially 
impairing  the  revenue.  It  is  admitted  that  the  income  from  a  given  num- 
ber of  letters,  &c.,  under  the  proposed  plan,  would  be  but  about  one-sixth 
of  the  present  income.  But  it  is  contended,  and  from  facts  (see  pamphlet, 
p.  34  to  120,  &c.)  appears  probable,  that  this  deficiency  would  be  more  than 
supplied  from  the  following  sources : 

1.  Letters,  (kc.  which  now  go  free,  through  an  abuse  of  the  franking 
privilege. 

2.  Letters  which  are  now  sent  by  private  conveyance. — See  pamphlet 
on  evasions  of  postage. 
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3.  Letters  of  a  business,  domestic,  scientific,  and  literary  nature,  which 
care  not  now  written^  in  consequence  of  the  enormous  tax  on  transport,  but 
which  would  be  written,  if  the  charge  were  so  materially  reduced. — Set 
pamphlet  for  many  interesting  facts  on  this  head. 

II.  To  the  people. 

By  greatly  facilitating  intercourse  between  men  of  business,  between 
chilaren  and  parents,  between  literary  men,  between  scientific  and  practi- 
cal  men,  between  friends,  &c.  &c.,  it  would  contribute  most  essentially  to 
the  moral,  social,  and  pecuniary  welfare  of  the  whole  people. — Set 
pamphlet. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  this  plan,  with  such  modifications  as 
might  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  greater  extent  and  sparser  population 
of  our  territory,  might  be  most  advantageously  adopted  in  the  United 
States* 


25t;i  Congress,  .       [  SENATE.  J  C  ^95  ] 

3d  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Fkbruary  9,  1839. 

SubmiUed,  and  ordered  to  be  piloted. 


Mr.  Hubbard  marie  the  folllowiug 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bills  Nos.  *200,  231, 232.] 

The  Comtnittee  of  Clainut^  to  whom  was  recommitted,  by  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  <Uhe  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the  \egB\  representative  of  John  J. 
Bnlow,  jr.,  deceased,  and  all  other  bills  before  the  Sencte,  providing  for 
the  payment  of  sufferers  by  the  late  Indian  wars  in  the  Territory  of  Flori- 
da, and  in  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  with  instruc- 
tions that  the  committee  examine  and  report  to  the  Senate  whether  facts 
are  before  the  i*.ommittee  or  the  body  upon  which  a  judgment  can  be 
formed  as  to  the  extent  and  character  of  the  claims  for  indemnity  to  grow 
cat  of  these  wars;  of  the  extent  of  those  claims  which  will  be  em- 
braced within  the  principles  of  the  bills  already  reported  for  the  action 
of  the  Senate ;  and,  if  so,  to  report  further  a  general  bill  in  conformity 
with  the  principles  which  they  shall  suppose  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the 
settlement  of  those  claims ;  the  facts  and  testimony  upon  which  their 
conclusions  are  founded,  and  the  amount  of  claims  to  be  embraced  with- 
in the  legislatitm  they  may  propose,''  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report: 

That  they  cannot  say  "whether  facts  are  before  the  committee  or  before 
the  Senate,  upon  which  a  judgment  can  be  formed  as  to  the  extent  and 
charactrr  of  claims  lor  indemnity  for  depredations  during  the  war  with  the 
Seminole  Indians."  The  committee  will,  however,  submit  to  the  Senate 
all  the  information  uix)n  this  subject  which  has  come  to  their  knowledge. 
The  committee  have  had  referriid  to  them  at  this  session  the  petitions  of 
the  legal  representative  of  John  J.Bulow,  jr.,  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  James 
Williams,  Malachi  Hagan,  Philip  Weadman,  John  Mcintosh,  and  Gad 
Humphreys,  claiming  indemnity  for  losses  of  property  during  the  war  with 
the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida,  and  no  other  petition  has  b^en  referred  to 
them.  And  with  reference  to  the  first  case  named  the  committee  have  al- 
ready submitted  to  the  Senate  a  detailed  statement  of  all  the  facts  and  tes- 
timony connected  with  the  claim  of  Bulow's  representative,  which  have 
come  to  their  knowledge ;  and  in  relation  to  the  last  mentioned  casi?,  tlie 
committee  have  also  submitted  to  the  Senate  the  facts  and  the  substance  of 
the  testtnK)ny  rxinnected  with  the  claim  of  Humphreys.  The  (X>nmiittee 
have  also  reported  favorably  upon  the  case  of  Mr.  Hagan.  In  the  case  of 
John  Mcintosh,  the  committee  have  not,  in  their  report  to  the  Senate,  sub- 
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mitted  a  detailed  statement  of  the  evidence  offered  to  the  committee,  lor  the 
reason  that  the  committee,  upon  the  testimony  presenteil,  were  of  opinion 
that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  favorable  report,  and  they  therefore 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  that  case. 

In  the  cases  of  James  Williams  and  Philip  Weadman,  the  committee 
have  not,  as  yet,  agreed  upon  a  report.  By  referring  to  the  facts  and  to 
th^  testimony  particularly  detailed  in  the  reports  of  the  committee  in  the 
cases  of  Biilow  and  Humphreys,  the  Senate  will  be  able  to  infer  to  what 
extent  the  committee  is  prepared  to  go  in  recommending  indemnity  for 
losses  incurred  during  the  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians  ;  and  they  will 
perceive  that  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  submitting  those  reports,  intended 
to  apply  the  same  and  no  different  principles  to  those  cases  than  would 
have  been  applicable  had  the  same  losses  been  incurred  in  a  war  with  any 
civili25ed  nation.  The  committee,  in  deciding  upon  these  cases,  were 
governed  by  ihe  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  9,  1816,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  anH  of  the  act  in  amendment  thereto,  passed  March  3,  1817. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys  has  passed  the  Senate. 

The  committee  have  been  instructed  to  report  the  extent  of  those  claims 
which  will  be  embraced  within  th«  principles  of  the  bills  already  reported 
for  the  action  of  the  Senate  ;  and  in  pursuance  of  that  particular  instnic 
tion,  the  committee  submit  to  the  Senate  all  the  information  they  have.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  by  the  bill  for  the  relief  cf  the  legal  representative 
of  John  J.  Bulow,  jr.,  that  provision  is  made  only  to  compensate  him  for 
the  destruction  ot  buildings  occupied  by  the  American  troops,  and  desiroy- 
ed  in  consequence  of  such  occupiitiou  ;  the  value  of  which  buildings  so 
destroyed  is  to  be  ascertained  hereafter  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  same  provision  is  embraced  in  the  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys,  with  only  thvs  difference^  that  in  the  case 
of  Humphreys,  the  property  was  destroyed  by  an  order  from  the  officer  in 
command. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  buildings  belonging  to  John  J. 

Bulow,  jr.,  is        .---*-            .  $42,250  00 

To  Gad  Humphreys            -            -            -            -         .   -  1.075  IK) 

To  Malachi  Hagan 3lXh  00 

In  the  case  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez  the  estimated  value  of 

buildings  destroyed,  &c.,  is          -            -            -      *     -  35,543  40 

79,168  40 


These  four  bills  have  been  favorably  reported  upon  by  the  Committee  oi 
Claims  to  the  Senate  at  the  present  session,  and  they  make  an  aggregate  of 
$79,168  40. 

In  addition  to  the  above  bills,  the  claim  of  James  Williams  may,  and 
probably  will,  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  committee. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  buildings  of  Mr.  Williams,  which  were  de- 
stroyed, is  $14,660. 

These  five  cases  amount  to  the  sum  of  $93,828  40 ;  and  as  far  as  the 
committee  have  examined,  they  shall  recommend  to  the  Senate,  at  the 
present  session,  the  passage  of  bills  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  build- 
ngs  destroyed  belonging  to  the  five  individuids  above  nam^. 
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The  committee  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  case  of  Philip 
Weadman,  sen.,  and  have  come  to  no  favorable  decision  npon  it. 
The  estimated  value  of  the  buildings  of  Mr.  Weadman,  said 

to  be  destroyed,  is  -  -  -  -  -       $5,220  00 

The  buildings  destroyed  upon  the  plantation  of  John  H.  Mc- 
intosh have  not  been  particularly  estimated.  He  states 
his  whole  loss  of  property  to  be  $44,000.  The  com- 
mittee have  put  the  buildings,  as  a  part  of  the  property 
d^royed,  at  -  ...  .  .        20,000  00 

Making  the  whole  value  of  the  buildings  of  Weadman 
and  Mcintosh,  as  estimated,  to  be  -  -  -        25,250  00 

Adding  this  sum  of  ^25,250  to  the  sum  embraced  in  the  bills  now 
before  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  which  have  been  reported 
favorably  upon  at  this  session,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  includinof 
also  the  case  of  James  Williams,  makes  an  aggregate  of  $119,078  40, 
\rbich,  it  is  allied,  all  come  within  the  principle  embraced  in  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representative  of  John  J.  Bulow, 
jr.,  deceased,  and  is  the  whole  amount  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  ihc  coramittee,  and  which  fall  within  the  principle  of  that  case. 

The  committee,  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  have  been  instructed  to 
report  a  general  bill ;  and,  in  answer  to  this  instruction,  they  would  observe 
that  a  general  bill  has  already  been  reported  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  is  now  pending  before  the  Senate,  and  contains  the  same  prin- 
ciple embraced  in  the  private  bills  which  have  been  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  one  of  which  has  already  passed  the  Senate ;  the  others  are  now 
pending.  The  personal  properly  claimed  by  Hernandez,  including  dam- 
age done  to  his  land,  and  the  personal  property  claimed  by  Bulow  and  by 
the  other  petitioners,  as  far  as  the  committee  have  been  able  to  examine  the 
papers  which  have  been  referred  to  the  committee,  falls  a  little  short  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  have  referred  to  document  No.  127,  printed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  by  order  of  the  Senate,  which  contains  the  report  of 
the  agents  appointed  to  inquire  what  depredations  were  committed  by  the 
Seminole  and  Creek  Indians  on  the  property  of  citizens  of  Florida,  Geor- 
gia, Alabama,  <fcc.,  and  have  ascertained  from  their  report  that  the 
whole  amount  of  losses  sustained  in  Georgia  and  Alabama  is  estimated  at 
g  1^7,407  30  ;  of  which  amount  they  report  that  the  amount  falling  within 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  9, 1816,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereto,  so 
far  as  the  said  acts  are  applicable  to  private  buildings  occupied  for  public 
purposes,  and  destroyed  by  reason  of  that  occupation,  is  the  sum  of  $15,000 
and  no  more ;  and  to  this  sum  they  have  added  the  value  of  personal 
property  destroyed,  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  and 
which  amount  to  $10,300  45,  making  the  whole  amount  $25,300  45. 

The  general  bill,  reported  by  the  committee,  is  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  which  the  committee  suppose  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  for  property  lost  or  destroyed  during  the  late  war  with  the 
Seminole  Indians ;  and  in  reporting  to  the  Senate  the  general  bill,  the  com- 
mittee intended  to  apply  the  same  principles  embraced  in  the  act  of  April 
9, 1816,  and  the  act  in  amendment  thereof,  passed  March  3,  1817,  which 
acts  have  been  before  referred  to  in  this  report.    The  comrmtlee  consVd^ieOL 
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those  principles  as  justly  ap|:rficable  for  losses  at  prop^ty  in  a  war  with  an 
Indian  tribe,  as  with  a  civihzed  nation. 

The  committee  have  not  intended,  on  any  of  the  bills  they  have  report- 
ed, to  go  further.  And  the  committee  would  again  suggest,  that  the  private 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Bulow  and  Humphreys,  are  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  contained  in  the  general  bill. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  wh^e  buildings  have  been  taken 
possession  of  by  order  of  an  American  officer,  and  used  by  the  American 
troops  for  military  purposes  ;  and  where  the  same  buildings  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  order  of  the  officer  in  command,  or  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  in  consequence  of  such  an  occupation,  that  the  United  States  onght 
to  pay  to  the  owner  their  actual  value. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  where  personal  property  has  been 
taken  by  order,  and  used  by  the  American  troops,  that  the  United  States 
ought  to  pay  to  the  owner  its  value.  The  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion 
that  where  individual  property  has  been  taken  for  ihe  purpose  of  building 
fortifications,  or  for  establishing  breastworks,  or  for  any  public  use,  and  the 
property  thereby  sustained  damage,  or  became  worthless,  or  is  destroyed, 
the  United  States  onght  to  make  remuneration. 

Upon  the  aforegoing  principles,  the  private  bills,  pending  and  passed, 
have  been  reported  to  the  Senate. 

The  committee  have  submitted  all  the  facts  and  testimony  which  have 
come  to  their  knowledge  in  relation  to  this  description  of  claims,  and  the 
amount  of  the  claims  which  will  be  embraced  within  the  legislation  tliey 
propose,  as  far  as  they  have  the  means  of  ascertaining. 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  report  back  to  (he  (Senate  the  bills  which 
were  recommitted  to  them,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
and  they  have  endeavored,  in  this  report,  to  comply  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  said  resolution. 
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3d  Session. 


DOCUMENTS 


RELATING 


To  the  claim  of  the  executor  of  John  J.  Bulow,  jr.  to  be  indemnified  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida. 


February  9,  1839. 

Submitted  by  Mr.  UuBbARD,'to  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  331,  and  ordered  to  be  printed; 


February  8,  1839* 

Sir  :  I  was  present  in  the  Senate  during  the  discussion  on  Bulow's  bill, 
and  was  astonished  to  heai  a  doubt  expressed  as  to  the  practice  of  the 
Indians  in  destroying  all  property  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  troops. 
I  think  myself  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  war,  and  I  venture 
to  say  there  is  not  a  house  spared,  so  occupied,  though  njany  have  been 
left  standing  which  never  had  been  occupied  by  the  troops  as  stations.  I 
tUnk  on  the  cast  of  the  St.  Johns,  where  I  am  best  acquainted,  the  opinion, 
based  on  the  facts,  is  almost  universal,  that  property  once  occupied  by  the 
troops  became  thereby  a  peculiar  object  of  savage  vengeance,  and  was 
never  spared ;  and  some  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  none  other  was  destroyed, 
unless  the  owner  was  an  especial  object  of  dislike,  though  in  this  .1  do  not 
concur. 

I  know  not  what  were  the  wishes  of  others,  that  their  property  might  or 
might  not  be  occupied  by  the  troops ;  but  I  do  know  that  Mr.  Bulow  was 
most  violently  opposed  to  such  occupation  of  his  property,  and  thought,  or 
affected  to  think,  that,  with  his  slaves,  of  which  he  had  more  than  two 
hundred,  he  could  defend  his  own  property.  And  so  rude  was  he  in  the 
reception  of  the  officers,  that  they  took  possession  of  his  house,  and  would 
not  admit  him  to  their  mess,  a/  Ai^  own  table.  He  was  pressed  as  a  soldier, 
and,  it  is  said,  put  under  guard  for  his  opposition  to  this  military  occupancv 
of  his  premises ;  nay,  more :  when  the  post  was  about  to  be  abandoned, 
Bulow's  wagons,  carts,  and  teams  were  all  pressed  to  carry  the  soldiers' 
bagsage,  and  it  was  said  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  put  into  them  a 
sin^e  article. 

The  matters  above  stated  did  not  take  place  in  my  presence,  but  they 
were  of  general  notoriety,  always  mentioned  as  a  portion  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  the  res  gestce  of  the  war,  and  never  contradicted.  I  have  no 
doubt  they  could  be  proved  by  fifty  witnesses. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DOWNING. 

Hon.  Mr.  Hubbard,  of  the  Senate. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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I. do  hereby  certify  that  on  the  17th  of  February,  1836,  I  left  St.  Augus- 
tine for  the  south,  as  a  guide  to  a  detachment  of  Colonel  Brisbane's  re^ 
ment  of  South  Carolina  militia  under  the  command  of  Major  Walker,  the 
first  that  had  been  despatched  in  the  direction  of  Bulowville  after  its  des- 
truction ;  and  that  I  accompanied  the  said  detachment  as  far  as  St  Josephs, 
the  sugar  plantation  of  General  Hernandez. 

On  the  route  I  passed  the  following  plantations,  viz :  that  of  Messrs.  Hn- 
lett  &  Flolard,  of  Mr.  Pellicer,  Mr.  Dupont's  sugar  plantation,  Mr.  Dupont's 
cotton  plantation,  and  Mr.  Long's  plantation.  These  above  mentioned 
places  are  from  one  to  eight  milt«  distant  from  St.  Josephs;  nont?  of  them 
at  this  time  had  been  occupied  by  the  United  States  troops,  and  when  I 
passed  them  did  not  appear  to  have  been  injured  in  any  respect  by  the  in- 
dians. 

On  my  arrival  at  St.  Josephs  I  found  that  the  engine  and  mill-house,  the 
boiling-house  and  the  curing-house  had  been  destroyed,  which  buildings 
had  been  fortified  by  the  troops  stationed  there  at  the  commeneement  of  the 
war. 

From  St.  Josephs  I  went  to  Harford  plantation,  where  a  post  had  been 
established  by  the  troops ;  there  all  the  buildings  weie  destroyed. 

I  further  certify,  that  the  only  property  which  appeared  to  have  been 
destroyed  bv  the  Indians,  upon  any  of  the  plantations  at  Matauza^,  withiu 
a  district  of  30  miles,  was  such  as  had  been  occupied  or  to  some  extent 
fortified  by  the  military. 

JOHNS.  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peaco 
for  the  county  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  this  7th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1839. 

JAMES  YOUNG*. 

Februart  7,  1839. 
This  is  to  certify,  that  the  above  deponent,  John  S.  Williams,  of  Harforrf 
county,  Maryland,  is  well  known  to  the  undersigned  personally,  as  a  ^n- 
tteman  of  respeciabillty,  integrity,  veracity,  anct  unblemished  character. 

JOHN  T.  H.  WORTHtNGTON. 

February  8,  1839. 

1  certify  tbiU  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  between  Mr.  Bulow  and 
Lieut.  Williimi  Williams,  arising  from  the  occupancy  of  Mr.  Bulow's  planta- 
tion by  the  troops,  Major  Putnam  placed  him  under  arrest,  and  liad  hint 
confined  in  an  out-house  on  his  own  premises. 

JOHN  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  S,  1839. 

I  hereby  certify  that  1  was  aid-decamp  to  General  Eustis  at  the  time  be 
was  assigned  to  tbe  command  of  the  forces  east  of  the  St.  Johns  river,  ia 
Florida.  That  on  arriving  at  St.  Augustine,  in  February,  183G,  it  was 
understood  that  the  Iiidians  had  indiscriminately  destroyed  all  the  planta- 
tions on  the  Atlantic  coast  south  of  St.  Augustine.  But  when  the  troops 
moved  to  the  south,  it  was  found  that  the  Indians  had  destroyed  such 
buildinfi[s  as  had  been  fortified  and  occupied  by  the  troops  ui  the  commenee- 
ment of  the  war,  and  that  most  of  the  others  had  been  left  standing  by  tl» 
Indians. 
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At  Mataiizas  a  number  of  plantations  were  found  to  be  uninjured,  except 
(he  buildings  of  the  sugar  works  of  General  Hernandez's  plantation,  St. 
Josephs,  wtiichhad  been  iortified  or  prepared  for  defence  against  the  Indians. 
The  Hartford  plantation  and  Bulow's,  which  had  also  been  used  by  the 
troops,  were  destroyed. 

The  troofis  of  General  Eiistis's  command  occupied  the  buildings  which 
had  been  left  by  the  Indians,  at  General  Hernandez's  plantations,  at  St. 
Josephs,  and  at  Mala  Compra ;  Mr.  McCray's  plantation  at  Tomoka  ;  and 
Mr.  Samuel  H.  Williams's  plantation,  on  the  Halifax  river,  near  Mosquito. 

Soon  aAer  the  establishment  of  these  posts.  General  Eustis  was  ordered 
to  join  General  Scott,  with  his  whole  force,  on  the  west  of  the  St.  Johns 
rirer,  consequently  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  these  posts,  and  the 
lodians,  as  I  have  been  since  informed,  then  destroyed  all  the  ouildings 
whkh  had  been  used  by  the  troops  of  General  Eustis's  command. 

A.  CANFIELD, 
Captain  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 
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MEMORIAL 


OP 


ALDEN  PARTRIDGE  AND  EDMUND  BURKE, 


IN  BKHALF 


Of  the  ^aie  Military  Convenlion  of  Vermmit^  praying  the  adapiicti  of 
avian  proposed  by  them  for  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the 
Vnited  Stales. 


February  9,  1839. 

ixfeind  to  the  CommiUee  od  liie  Miluia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  5,000  additional 

copies  be  furnibhed  fur  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


To  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 
The  mengiorial  of  Alden  Partridge  and  Edtnund  Burke 

Bespectfully  showeth  : 

That  yotir  memorialists  were  appointed  a  coramitfee  by  the  State  military 
conrenlioii  assembled  at  Monlpelier,  State  of  Vermont,  on'  the  12th  day  of 
October,  1838,  to  address  your  lionorable  body  on  the  subject  of  providing 
t  more  efficient  system  for  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States. 

The  vrbole  history  of  the  world,  from  the  earliest  period  down  to  the 
present  time,  proves  that  an  efficient  system  of  national  defence  has  been 
conndexedy  by  all  independent  natioiis,  of  the  first  importance.  The  wise 
9jad  patriotic  framers  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  duly  appre- 
ciated the  importance  of  this  subject.  In  the  preamble  to  that  sacred  doc- 
mneiit,  "  pj^ovislon  for  the  common  defence'*  is  expressly  declared  to  be 
one  0f  ttie  great  and  leading  objects  to  be- accomplished  by  its  adoption. 
In  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  eighth  section  it  is  declared  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  discipUning  the 
niilifia  ;  and  in  the  second  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  it 
is  fimher  declared,  *'  that  a  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the 
security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms 
shall  not  be  infringed."  By  the  first  of  these  provisions  Congress  is  invested 
with  full  power  to  render  the  militia,  in  every  respect,  effective  for  military 
service ;  while,  by  the  second,  the  absolute  necessity  of  this  great  consti- 
tutional power,  for  the  security  of  a  free  State,  is  unequivocally  asserted. 
The  only  question,  then,  to  be  considered  is,  by  what  means  can  Congress 
carry  out,  into  practice,  the  power  conferred  by  the  constitution  for  render- 
ing  the  militia  effective  for  military  service?  In  answer  to  this  question 
y^r  meooorialists  would  bq;  leave,  respectfully,  to  refer  your  honorable 
4  Biym^  priouis. 
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body  to  the  accompanying  proceedings  of  tJ^e  military  convention  assem- 
bled at  Norwich,  State  of  Vermont,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1838,  and  of  its 
adjourned  sessions  at  the  same  place  on  the  15th  of  the  succeeding  August, 
and  at  Montpelier  on  the  I2lh  of  the  following  October.  At  the'session  of 
the  15th  of  August,  the  accompanying  plan  for  the  discipline  of  the  militia, 
and  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject,  were 
reported  by  a  committee  previously  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  \inani- 
mously  adopted  by  the  convention.  To  this  plan  and  address  your  memo- 
rialists would  respectfully  refer  yor.r  honorable  body  for  a  full  exposition 
of  their  views  on  this  important  subject.  Your  memorialists  believe  that 
if  Congress  would  pass  a  law  embracing  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
proposed  plan  and  address,  the  great  bo^y  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  would,  in  a  short  time,  under  a  vigorous  and  correct  administration 
of  the  law,  be  brought  to  such  a  state  of  discipline  as  would  enable  them 
to  contend  successfully  with  any  troops  in  the  world.  The  cultivation  and 
dissemination  of  military  science  would,  also,  on  the  proposed  plan,  be 
extended  to  every  portion  of  the  United  States,  instead  Of  being  confined  to 
a  single  isolated  institution,  supported  at  public  expense,  the  advantages  of 
which  but  a  comparatively  verj^  small  portion  of  our  citizens  can  enjoy, 
though  all  arc  taxed  to  support  it.  Our  citizen-soldiers  possess  a  physical 
and  moral  energy  which,  combined  with  enough  of  mechanical  discipline 
to  enable  them  to  act  together,  would  render  them  irresistible  when  opposed 
by  mere  mercenary  soldiers. 

The  whole  expense  of  carrying  the  proposed  plan  into  successful,  prac- 
tical operation,  it  is  believed,  would  not  exceed  six  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  only  aljout  one-half  the  estimated  expense  of  our  military  estab- 
lishment for  the  year  1838.  This  amount,  your  memorialists  believe, 
would  bear  but  a  small  ratio  to  the  great  advantages  that  would  result  from 
its  adoption.  When,  however,  it  is  considered  that  this  money  would  be 
distributed  among  the  patriotic  yeomanry  of  our  country  as  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  their  time  and  expenses,  while  preparing  themselves  for 
the  correct  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  important  duties  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  constitution,  all  objections  on  account  of  the  expense,  even 
were  it  much  greater,  must  immediately  vanish. 

The  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan  would  also  render  a  standing  army, 
beyond  a  small  peace  establishment  just  sufficient  to  protect  our  necessary 
fortifications,  arsenals,  &c.,  totally  unnecessary,  and  place  the  military 
defence  of  the  country  where  the  framers  of  the  constitution  evidently 
intended  it  to  be  placed,  in  the  hands  of  iho  people  themselves,  the  only 
safe  guardians  of  our  national  independence  and  of  our  civil  and  religious 
iberties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALDEN  PARTRI1K3E, 
EDMUND  BURKE. 

January  31,  1839. 
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MILITARY  CONVENTION. 


officers^  non-cornmisstoned  qficers^  musicians^  and  'privates  of  the 
tia  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  and  adjacent  Sintes; 
,  also,  to  all  others  who  are  friendly  to  an  efficient  and  well-organ- 
!  militia  : 

9 

fTLKMEN  :  You  are  hereby  requested  to  meet  in  military  convention^ 
personally  or  by  dele^tion,  at  Norvich,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  on 
I  of  July  next,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  to  lake  into  consideration  the 
t  militia  system  of  the  United  States,  and  to  devise  and  propose  such 
ions  and  amendments  thereto  as  shall  appear  best  calculated  to  ren- 
\  system  efficient,  equitable,  and  just  in  its  operation  ;  and  to  prepare 
litia,  who  are  ^he  constitutional  guardians  of  our  civil  liberties,  both 
t  foreign  invasion  and  domestic  insurrection  and  rebellion,  for  the 
and  efficient,  discharge  of  the  important  duties  imposed  upon  them' 
constitiuionof  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States.  It  is  be- 
that  the  General  Government  not  only  possesses  the  constitutix)nal 
but  that  5n  it  devolves  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  providing  an 
t  organization  for  the  militia,  and,  also,  of  furnishing  an  adequate 
of  instruction  for  the  officers,  non  commissioned  officers,  &c.;  and  that 
lenses  of  such  instructive  institution,  including  a  reasonable  compen- 
to  the  officers,  non  commissioned  officers,  &c.,  for  their  time  and  ex- 
,  while  attending  said  instructiveinstitution,  should  be  defrayed  from 
easury  of  the  United  States.  It  is  also  believed  that  the  officers,  non- 
ssioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  when  called  out  to  discharge 
y  duty,in  conformity  with  the  requisitions  of  theexistinglaws^  whether 
•egular  trainings,  musters,  or  otherwise,  should  be  allowed  a  compen- 
br  their  time  and  expenses.  Is  it  not  as  reasfOuable,is  it  not  as  just,that 
itia  should  receive  a  compensation  for  their  public  services,  as  it  is 
ose  who  are  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  duties  purely  civil  should 
ipcnsated?  What  are  our  liberties  worth,  if  we  are  incapable  of  de- 
r  them  against  all  aggressions  1  And  how  can  this  be  so  certainly  and 
ly  accomplished,  as  by  means  of  a  well  organized  and  well-disciplined 
i  citizen  soldiers?  Let  the  history  of  every  nation  answer  this 
n.  Is  it  not,  then,  much  better  and  much  more  in  accordance  with 
nciples  of  our  free  institutions,  that  a  portion  of  the  public  revenue 
ople  s  money)  should  be  expended  in  encouraging  and  perfecting 
3at  constitutional  defence  of  our  liberties  and  mdependence,  than 
should  he  absorbed  in  building  up  a  standing  army,  which  will 
become  in  the  United  States,  as  \\  has  in  every  other  country,  a  most 
111  enmne  in  breaking  down  the  liberties  of  the  people  ?  Let  an  in- 
it  ana  free  people  answer.  The  proposed  convention  is  intended  to 
laratory  to  a  national  military  convention,  to  be  holden  at  the  city 
'  York,  or  some  other  convenient  place,  at  such  time  as  this  conven- 
all  designate.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  all  who  feel  an  interest 
improvement  of  the  militia  will  exert  themselves  in  advancing  the 
of^the  proposed  convention,  and  that  they  will  also  attend  tlie  same, 
IS  their  circumstances  will  permit.  As  I  have  devoted  a  large  portion 
[ife  to  the  dissemination  of  military  science  amongst  the  people^  and 
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a  considerable  portion  of  time  to  the  practical  instructions  of  the  militia,  I 
trust  I  shall  not  be  considered  intrusive  in  making  the  foregoing  request. 

A.  PARTRIDGE. 
Norwich,  June  20, 1838. 

p.  is.— -Editors  of  newspapers  friendly  to  the  improvement  of  the  militia, 
are  respectfully  requested  to  publish  the  foregoing  notice.  A.  P. 


MILlf  ARY  CONVENTION. 

A  military  convention,  of  which  previous  notice  was  given,  assembled  at 
Norwich  on  the  4th  July,  instant,  at  which  were  present  about  SOOcidzens 
of  New  Hampshh-e  and  Vermont,  friendly  to  the  improvement  of  the 
militia. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  in  the  University  Hall,  by  Captain 
A.  Partridge  ;  when,  on  motion,  James  Udall,  Esq.,  of  Hartford,  was  (chosen 
president,  and  Colonel  Nathaniel  Miller,  of  Bridge  water,  vic^  president; 
and  Major  Wm.  E.  Lewis,  ofNorwich,  and  Josiah  Sweet,  jr.,  of  Clanemont, 
New  Hampshire,  secretaries. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  three,  to  wit :  Captain  A.  Partridge,  Doctor  I. 
Davis,  and  Colonel  N.  Miller,  v^'ere  appointed  a  committee  to  report  resolu- 
tions to  this  convention. 

After  a  short  recess  the  comniittee  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
\vhich  were  unanimously  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  when  this  convention  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at 
this  place  on  Wednesday,  the  16th  day  of  August  next,  at  2  o'clock,  p.  m. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  militia. 

3.  Resolved^  That  the  aforesaid  committee  prepare  to  report  to  this  coti- 
Tention,  at  its  adjourned  session,  a  general  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  the  whole  history  of  the  world,  Irom  the  earliest  periods  down 
to  the  present  iim6,  proves  that  wars  have  existed  and  been  frequent  amongst 
all  nations,  whether  in  the  savage,  barbarous,  or  civilized  state ;  and  whereas, 
the  same  causes  which  have  hitherto  produced  wars  and  bloodshed,  vii: 
a  disposition  on  tho  part  of  tyrannical  Governments  to  trespass  on  the 
rights  of  others  still  exist,  and  are  in  active  operation,  it  must  be  evident 
to  every  reflecting,  candid,  and  patriotic  mind,  that  an  eflBcient  and  appro- 
priate military  defence  is  absolutely  necessary  for  every  nation,  which  is 
not  prepared  to  surrender  its  independerice  and  liberties  to  lawless  aggres- 
sion ;  and  whereas,  it  appears  by  the  preamble  to  the  present  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  that  one  great  and  leading  object  in  forming  aod 
adopting  said  constitution  was  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  ,^  and 
whereas,  such  "  common  defence^  is,  by  the  aforesaid  constitution,  vested  in 
]  the  great  body  of  the  people,  capable  of  bearing  arms ;  and  whereas,  it  is 
expressly  declared  in  the  2d  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution 
aforesaid,  that  "  a  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of 
a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  in- 
fringed :"  therefore, 
JRemvedf  lliat  an  effieient  ahd  well-regftilatediinlitia  is  iA)8dhitely  oe-  | 
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oessary  for  the  preservation  of  our  national  independence,  and  of  oar- 
political,  civil,  and  religious  liberty ;  and  that,  consequently,  all  attempt^ 
to  discourage  the  militia  from  the  prompt  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  hi^U 
and  important  duties  devolving  upon  them,  as  citizen  soldiers,  and  to  de- 
press their  martial  energies,  damp^en  their  patriotic  efforts  to  discharge  their 
duties,  are  anti  American,  anti-constitutional,  hostile  to  civil  and  religions 
liberty,  and  well  calculated  to  prostrate  our  national  independence  at  the 
footstool  of  tyrannical  and  lawless  agsrressions,  or  to  build  up  a  mercenary 
standing  army,  to  eat  out  the  people's  substance  and  trample  down  their 
rights. 

Resolved,  That  a  correct  and  efficient  system  ot  instruction,  for  the  offi- 
cers and  non  commissioned  officers,  is  absolutely  neces^ry  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  militia  in  di^ciphne,  and  to  the  rendering  them  efficient  for 
military  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  non  commissioned  officers  of  the  militia 
ought  to  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  time  and  ex])enses 
while  attending  the  course  of  mditary  instruction . 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  militia,  or  any  portion  of  them,  are  calleij|^ 
out  in  a  legal  manner  to  attend  to  the  regular  trainings,  muster,  or  any 
other  military  duty,  they  ought  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
their  time  and  expense. 

Resolved,  That  due  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to  the  formation  of 
nmform  compjuiies  of  cavalry,  artillery,  light  infantry,  and  riflemen;  inas- 
much as  such  companies,  bein^  well  organized,  disciplined,  and  equipped^ 
would  always  be  ready  for  service  on  any  sudden  emergency. 

Resolved,  That  that  portion  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  which  de- 
prives the  officers  of  the  militia  of  their  relative  rank,  when  serving  in 
conjunction  with  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States^  by  placing  them 
under  the  command  ol  ifie  officers  of  said  regular  troops  of  the  same 
in"*tde,  although  the  commissions  of  such  regular  officers  may  be  of /<<fcr 
date  than  the  commissions  of  the  said  militia  officers,  is  anti  constitntionul  ia 
principle,  and  has  a  direct  tendency  to  depress  the  pride  and  laudable  am- 
bition of  the  citizen  soldier,  by  degrading  him  in  comparison  with  the  mer- 
cenary, and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

knd  whereas,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  a  proper  oreanizution  of  tlio 
militia  that  a  prompt  and  correct  system  of  returnsshould  bo  established; 
and  that  cannot  be  established  otherwise  than  hv  an  efficient  organizatioa 
of  the  Adjutant  General's  Department  in  everyState  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant  Getieral  in  each  Stale  ought  to  be  allowed 
an  established  salary,  and  such  number  of  assistants  as  the  magnitude 
aijd  importance  of  his  duties  may  render  necessary. 

Resolved,  That,  as  efficient  organization  of  the  Quartermaster  and  Pay- 
nuister  General's  Departniimt  is  absolutely  necessary  t)  the  efficient  organ- 
ization of  the  militia,  the  same  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  Quar- 
termaster and  Paymaster  Generals  of  each  St  ito,  as  is  pur^wsfd  to  be 
tnade  for  the  Adjutant  General,  in  the  preceding  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  every  American  citizen  has  a  deep  an4 
abiding  interest  in  the  mihtary  defence  of  the  country,  (the  security  of 
his  liberty,  his  person,  and  his  property,  being  involved  therein.)  each  and  . 
every  one  ought  to  contribute  his  due  proportion,  either  by  actual  ser- 
vice or  pecuuiary  aid,  to  said  defence;  and  that,  consequently,  all  exeinp- 
lions  from  rendering  such  service,  or  contributing  such  pecuniary  aid, 
are  anti  constitutional,  anti-republican,  and  ought  to  be   abolished. 
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And  whereas,  it  is  expressly  declared  in  the  15th  article  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  conslitulion  of  the  United  States,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia  ;  therefore, 

Resolvcdy  That  Congress  is  not  only  vested  with  all  the  necessary 
lK)wers  by  the  foregoing  provisions  of  the  constitution  to  provide  an  effi- 
cient system  for  tlie  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  but  that  to  neglect  to  exercise  those  powers  is  betraying 
the  trust  the  people  have  reposed  in  them,  as  the  constituted  guardians  of 
the  public  safely. 

Resolvedy  therefore^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide,  by  law, 
such  an  organizaii^  for  the  militia  and  system  of  instruction  for  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  as  will  insure  a  correct  and  effi- 
cient discipline,  and  thereby  prepare  them  for  the  discharge  of  the  impor- 
tant duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  constitution. 

And  whereas,  the  public  revenue  of  the  United  States  was  evidently  in- 
tended, by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  to  enable  Congress  to  carry 
out  into  practical  eflfect  the  provisions  of  that  sacred  instrument ;  and 
whereas,  none  of  these  provisions  are  of  greater  importance  than  that 
which  enipowers  Cons^ress  to  provide  .for  "the  common  defence;'*  and 
whereas,  by  the  2d  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  it  is  ex- 
pressly declared,  "that  a  well  regulated  militia  is  necessary  to  the  seen 
rityofafree  State  f^  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  all  the  expenses  necessary  to  provide  such  an  organiza- 
tion for  the  militia,  and  to  furnish  such  instruction  for  the  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  as  will  insure  a  correct  and  efficient  discipline, 
ought  to  be  paid  from  the  public  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

And  whereas,  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  in  every  free  Government, 
that  stations  of  honor,  trust,  and  emolument  shall  be  equally  open,  to  all ; 
and  whereas,  by  the  regulations  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
j[sanctioned  by  the  War  Department,)  all  the  offices  of  honor,  trust,andenK)l- 
ument  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  are  monopolized  by  the 
proteges  of  that  institution,  who  are  educated  at  the  public  expense,  to  the 
7ttier  exclusion  of  those  who  fire  equally  well  qualified,  and  who  are  edn- 
cated  at  their  oxen  expense  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  regulations  are  anti-constitutional,  an  inva- 
sion of  the  equal  rigjhts  of  American  citizens,  and  ought  to  be  rescinded. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  convention,  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point  is  well  calculated  to  establish  a  milHary 
aristocracy  in  the  United  States,  and  to  constitute  the  nucleus  of  a  perma- 
nent, standing  army,  and  that,  consequently,  it  ought  to  be  abolished,  and 
the  amount  which  it  costs  the  people  to  support  it  (about  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  ahuum)  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  the  furnishing  of 
instruction,  and  improving  the  discipline  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  convention,  it  is 
much  more  in  accordance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  constitution,  tliat 
a  portion  of  the  public  revenue  (the  people's  money)  should  be  appropriated 
to  defraying  the  expenses  for  instructing  and  improving  the  militia  (the 
only  national  military  force  known  to  the  constitution)  in  discipline,  than 
that  it  should  he  absorbed  in  a  military  aristocracy,  and  building  up  a 
standing  army,  which,  it  is  believed,  all  our  constitutions  declare  to  be 
hostile  to  civil  liberty. 
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Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  militia,  and  also  to  all  those 
who  are  iu  favor  of  an  efficient  militia  system  throughout  tlie  United 
States,  to  bold  conventions  for  the  purpose  of  devising  the  best  means 
of  rendering  the  nJilitia  efficient  for  service,  and  of  placing  them  on  the 
high  and  honorable  ground  originally  contemplated  by  the  constitution  of 
the  llnited  States;  also,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  holding  a  national  military  convention^  eiihex  at  New  York  or 
some  other  place,  at  a  future  convenient  time. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  militia  of  Vermont, 
Ntfw  Hampshire,  and  adjacent  States,  to  appoint  delegates  (at  least  one  from 
each  regiment)  to  attend  the  adjourned  meeting  of  this  convention,  on  the 
3d  Wednesday  (15th  day)  of  August  next,  at  Norwich,  Terraont. 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  the  Globe,  the  National  Intelligencer,  and 
*  all  the  other  papers  published  at  the  City  of  Washington,  also,  all  the  edit- 
ors of  newspapers  in  Vermont,  and  New  Hampshire,  and  hkewise  all  editors, 
in  every  pcu-t  of  the  United  Stales,  who  are  friendly  to  an  efficient  organiza- 
tion and  discipline  of  the  militia,  be  respectfully  requested  to  publish  the 
proceedings  of  this  convention.  ^ 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed  to  draught  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,nio  wit:  General  Jacob  Washburn,  of  Proctors- 
ville,  Captain  Alden  Partridge,  of  Norwich,  Colonel  N.  Miller,  of  Bridge- 
vater,  General  G.  Blackmer,  of  Bennington,  and  Colonel  S.  B.  Hazeltine, 
of  Bakersfield. 

Dr.  Davis  introduced  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  Tha^  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  for 
arming,  and  disciplining,  and  instructing  the  militia,  and  should  they  con- 
tinue to  neglect  that  sacred  duty,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  use  every  honora- 
ble exertion  to  convince  them  of  their  error,  through  the  ballot  box. 

The  convention  was  ably  addressed  by  Captain  Partridge,  N.  Robinson, 
Esq.,  and  others: 

When,  on  motion,  the  convention  adjourned. 

JAMES  UDALL,  President. 

1  o'     '       T         f  Secretaries, 
J.  Sweet,  Jr., 


MILITARY  CONVENTION. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  military  convention  at  Norwich,  was  held 
on  t/je  16th  August.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Colonel  N.  Mil- 
ler, vice  president ;. when,  on  motion.  General  Jacob  Washburn  was  ap- 
pointed president  pro  tempore,  J.  Udall,  Esq.  being  absent.  A  large  number 
of  gentlemen  were  present  from  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts.  ^ 

Captain  Partridge,  from  the  committee'  appointed  for  that  purpose,  re> 
ported  an  address  on  the  subject  of  the  militia,  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  and  adopted.  The  committee  also  reported  a 
plan  for  the  organization  and  improvement  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  also  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced  by  Dr.  Davis,  read,  an^ 
unani  mou  si  y  adopted  : 


Resolvedj  That  when  this  convention  adjourns,  h  adjourn  to  meet  at 
Montpelier,  on  Friday,  the  12th  of  October,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Resolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  militia,  and  friends  of  an  effi- 
cient  militia  system,  in  Vermont  and  adjacent  States,  Co  send  delegiates  to 
the  adjourned  meeting  at  Montpelier. 

It  was  then,  on  motion,  votea,  that  the  doings  of  this  c6nvention.  indud* 
ing  the  address,  be  published  in  all  the  newspapers  in  the  United  States 
friendly  to  the  improvement  of  the  militia,  and  that  are  willing  to  publish 
the  same. 

On  motion,  voted*  to  adjourn. 

J.  WASHBURN,  President  pro  tern. 


Wm.  E.  Lewis,  j  Secretaries. 
J.  Sweet,  Jr.,    \ 


I 

To  the  military  convention^  adjourtied  to  meet  at  Norwich  on  the  \bihtif 

August,  1838:      - 

Gentlemen:  l^he  committee  appointed  at  your  session  on  the  4th  of 
July  last,  to  propose  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  report  the  same  at  your  adjourned  session,  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  report :  That  they  had  the  important  subject  committed  to  them  under 
consideration,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  plan,  which  appears  te 
them  to  be  simple  in  its  execution,  and  well  calculated  to  accomplish  the 
object  contemplated  : 

In  the  15th  article  of  the  Sth  section  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  declared  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  organ^ 
iziiiff,  ariningj  and  disciplining  the  militia  ;  and  in  the  second  article  of 
amendments  to  the  constitution  it  is  further  declared,  that  "  a  well-regu- 
,  lated  militia  being  necessary  for  ilie  security  of  a  free  State,  the  tight  of  the 
people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed."  Your  committee  feel 
well  assured  that  the  clause  above  quoted  from  the  15lh  article  and  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution,  invests  Congress  with  full  power  to  make  all  laws, 
and  adopt  all  measures  necessary  for  organizing  and  disciplining  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  render  them  efficient  for  military  services,  and 
thereby  enable  them  to  discharge,  in  the  best  possible  manner,  the  impo^ 
tant  duties  imposed  upon  them,  as  the  guardians  of  our  national'  indepen- 
dence, and  of  oup civil  and  religious  liberties;  while  the  second  article  of 
the  amendments  is  an  unequivocal  and  decided  expression  of  the  impor- 
tance which  the  wise  and  patriotic  founders  of  our  republic  attributed  to  a 
well  regulated  militia  For  the  purpose,  then,  of  carrying  into  efiect  the 
powers  thus  vested  in  Congress,  your  committee  submit  the  following  propo- 
sitions, which  they  believe  ought  to  be  embodied  into  general  law,  viz: 

1st.  Let  the  militia  be  Composed  of  all  citizens  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  fifty  years. 

2d.  Let  the  enrolled  miiitia  be  divided'  into  three  classes;  the  first,  or 
junior  class,  to  be  composed  of  those  between  twenty-one  and  thirty  one 
years  of  age  ;  the  second  class,  of  those  between  thirty-one  and  forty-one 
years  of  age;  and  the  third  or  senior  class,  of  those  between  forty-one  and 
fifty  years  of  age. 

3d.  Let  the  junior  class  be  required  to  encamp  six  successive  days  each 
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year,  either  by  battalions  or  brigades,  for  the  purpose  of  military  instrnc- 
tion  ]  and  let  each  individual  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
one  dollar  aud  fifYy  cents  per  day  during  each  encampment. 

4th.  liCt  the  class  be  officered  during  th.e  time  of  encampment,  either  by 
officers  selected  from  this  particular  class,  or  by  such  as  may  be  detailed  in 
roti^ioD  from  the  officers  of  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  as  Congress  shall 
by  law  prescribe. 

Bth.  When  any  member*  of  the  first  class  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
thirty-one,  he  would  pass  into  the  second  class,  and  thence,  at  the  age  of 
lorty-onc,  into  the  third  class ;  the  members  of  which  classes  should  be  kept 
enrolled,  but  not  required  to  do  any  further  military  duty  in  time  of  peace, 
0xoept  to  turn  out  once  a  year  to  be  mustered,  unless  the  Legislature  of  the 
States  should  otherwise  prescribe  by  law. 

6th.  All  details  for  active  service,  to  be  made  from  the  junior  class,  until 
all  the  members  of  that  class  shall,  in  rotation,  have  pursued  one  term  of 
duty;  after  which  detail  should  be  made  from  the  second  class,  and  vlti- 
mateiy  from  the  third  class,  should  emergencies  require  it.  In  time  of 
great  public  danger,  however,  details  should  be  made  from  all  the  classes, 
simultaneously,  should  the  public  safely  render  it  necessary. 

7lh.  Let  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  the  Quartermaster  General, 
and  the  Paymaster  General  of  each  State  l)e  allowed  an  annual  salary  of 
.     twelve  hundred  dollars  each. 

I  8th.  Lei  officers  of  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  be  called  out  into  camp 
-I  of  rendezvous,  either  by  battalion  or  brigade,  three  successive  days  in  the 
I  y«ar,  for  the  purpose  of  military  itistruelion,  and  be  allowed  two  dollars  per 
I  day  each  during  the  time. 
^1  9lh.  Let  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  be  abolished,  and  Siate 
y  iniiitHiions  substituted  instead  thereof,  for  the  cultivation  of,  and  general 
I  examination  into,  military  science,  agreeably  to  the  plan  contained  in  the 
f     aecompenying  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

10th.  Let  the  professors  of  the  proposed  State  institutions  be  required  to 
attend,  annually,  all  the  camps  of  instruction  in  their  respective  States,  in 
the  capacity  of  military  instructors. 

llth.  As  every  citizen  has  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  military  de* 
fence  of  the  country,  the  security  of  liberty,  person,  and  property,  there- 
ftwe,  every  one  ought  to  Contribute  his  due  proportion  of  service  for  that 
porpose.  If,  however,  any  one  be  prevented  from  rendering  such  service 
by  personal  disability,  or  other  imperative  necessity,  he  ought  to  pay  an 
equivalent  in  place  thereof,  in  money.  By  adoptino:  the  foregoing  plan, 
your  committee  feel  confident  that  the  following,  amongst  other  advantages, 
would  result,  viz : 

1st.  The  officers  of  the  militia  would,  in  the  course  often  years,  become 
wdl  acquainted  with  the  practical  details  of  discipline  and  military  duty, 
which  would  inspire  confidence  in  the  soldiers,  and  enable  them  to  com- 
muad  them  successfully  in  active  service. 

2d.  The  great  body  of  the  militia  would,  in  like  manner,  become  so  well 
versed  in  mechanical  discipline,  that,  combined  with  their  superior  physi- 
cal and  moral  energies,  it  would  enable  them  to  combat  successfully,  like 
tbe  republican  legions  of  Rome,  among  enemies  to  which  they  might  be 
opposed. 

3d.  An  uniformity  of  discipline  would  be  established  among  the  militia 
of  all  the  States,  as  the  military  instructors  would  be  required  to  instruct 
^peeablyto  one  uniform  system. 
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4ih.  Military  science  would  be  uniformly  And  equally  disseminated 
throughout  the  United  States, 

6th.  A  proper  miUtary  spirit  would  be  cherished  among  the  people,  with- 
out which  civil  liberty  will  not  long  exist  in  any  country.  The  history,  of 
every  republic  proves  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 

6th.  All  necessity  for  a  standing  army  would  be  done  away,  as  the  mfliiia 
would  be  perfectly  competent  to  the  effective  miUtary  defence  of  tlie 
country. 

7th.  It  would  constitute  the  safest  guarantee  of  peace.  What  nation 
would  attempt  to  invade  our  rights,  when  they  were  defended  by  a  well- 
disciplined  force  of  six  hundred  thousand  freemen  which  could  be  brought 
into  the  field  almost  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  this  backed  by  a  reserve 
of  at  least  thirteen  hundred  thousand  more  ?  We  believe  none.  All  of 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  WASHBURN, 
ALOEN  PARTRIDGE, 
N.  MILLER,      . 
S.  B.  HAZELTINE. 


To  the  people  of  the   United  States  : 

Fellow-Citizens  :  The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  by  the 
military  convention  assembled  at  Norwich,  Vermont,  on  the  4lh  of  JulVr 
1838,  a  committee  to  address  yon  on  the  subject  of  the  organization,  disci- 
pline, &c.,  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  enter  on  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  assigned  them  with  a  fullconviction  of  its  great  importance  toth^welfare 

of  the  country.  The  history  of  the  whole  world,  from  the  earliest  period  down 
to  the  present  time,  proves  that  wars  have  existed  in  every  age,  and  amongst 
all  nations,  whether  in  the  savage,  the  barbarous,  or  the  civilized  stale.  The 
cause  which  has  produced  those  wars  and  bloodshed,  viz :  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  unjust  and  tyrannical  Governments  and  lawless  aggressors 
to  trample  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind,  still  exists,  and  is  in  ac- 
tive operation  ;  and  so  long  as  the  same  cai/se  does  exist  and  continue  in 
active  operation,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  same  results  will  not  flow 
from  it.     This  consideration  clearly  points  out  and  most  forcibly  enjoins 
upon  every  nation  which  is  not  prepared  to  surrender  its  rights  and  liberties 
to  lawless  and  tyrannical  aggression,  the  duty  of  being  well  prepared  to 
protect  them,  by  a  competent  and  appropriate  system  of  military  defence. 
Indeed,  one  great  and  leading  object  in  framing  the  present  constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  to  provide  for  the  common  defence.     What  would 
all  our  boasted  liberties  be  worth  if  we  are  incapable  of  defending  them? 
The  military  defence  of  countries  is  of  two  descriptions  ;  the  one  is,  when 
a  portion  of  the  population  is  equipped  with  all  the  habiliments  of  war,  or- 
ganized into  the  regular  standing  army,  and  maintained  as  such  in  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  in  time  of  war ;  the  other  is,  when  the  great  body  of  the 
people  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  organized  into  militia,  constitute  the 
military  force  of  the  country.     As  to  standing  armies,  it  is  believed,  there 
is  but  one  opinion  amongst  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject 
They  consider  them  hostile  to  civil  liberty,  and  the  history  of  many  ages 
proves  them  to  have  been  so.    They  are  the  necessary  appendages  of  moa- 
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and  constitute  the  right  arm  of  tyranny.  Take  away  the  standing 
of  Barope,  and  what  monarch  could  sustain  himself  six  mouths  on 
one?  Our  revolutionary  fathers  well  understood  their  character, 
tnessed  their  power  in  combatting  against  liberty,  and  in  shedding  in  • 

blood.  Do  we  wish  further  proof,  the  recent  tragic  scenes  at  St. 
s,  St.  Eustache,  and  in  other  parts  of  Canada,  will  furnish  it.  It  is 
t,  then,  that  the  attention  of  a  free  people  should  not,  even  for  one 
It,  be  directed  to  a  standing  army,  as  the  guardian  of  their  liberties 
dependence.  For  the  protection  of  these  they  should  rely  only  on 
jlves.     The  great  and  good  men  who  framed  the  constitution  of  the 

States  were  well  aware  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  well  regu- 
od  efficient  national  militia,  for  the  preservation  of  our  national  In* 
lence  and  of  public  liberty.  They,  therefore,  wisely  invested  Con- 
wiih  fiill  power  to  adopt  all  the  necessary  and  proper  measures 
ablishing  and  rendering  efficient,  for  the  military  defence'  of  the 
y,  such  national  force. 

he  15th  article  of  the  Rth  section  of  the  constitution,  it  is  declared 
bngress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
ng  the  militia  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  importance  which  was  attached 
militia,  it  is  further  declared  in  the  same  article  of  amendment  to 
istitution,  that  "  a  well-regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  secu- 
a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not 
inged."  The  necessity  of  a  well  regulated  militia  to  the. security  of 
e  institutions  is  established  by  the  high  authority  of  the  framers  of 
vernment,  and  sustained  by  the  voice  of  the  people  themselves,  when 
lopted  the  present  constitution,  and  Congress  was  invested  with  full 
to  make  this  institution  what  it  was  evidently  designed  to  be,  the 
ndsafe  constitutional  military  force  of  the  nation,  to  repel  aH  foreign 
n,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  to  suppress  insurrections. 
order  that  the  national  force  should  be  efficient,  it  should  be  organ- 
d  disciplined.  An  efficient  and  appropriate  organization  must  con- 
»  following  provisions,  viz : 

A  pro|)er  arrangement  into  companies,  battalions,  brigades,  and  di- 
,  with  the  appropriate  number  of  officers,  non  commissioned  officers, 
wis,  &c.,  to  each  of  the  foregoing  divisions. 

There  should  be  a  due  proportion  of  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry,  light 
y,  and  riflemen. 

Provisions  should  be  made  for  an  efficient  organization  of  the  staff, 
nng  the  departments  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  the 
riivister  general,  the  commissary  general,  the  paymaster  general, 
e  medical  de|)artment,  in  each  Stale. 

It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  to  divide  the 
into  three  classes,  for  the  purpose  of  military  instruction,  and  also 
ive  service,  in  the  following  manner  :  The  first  class  to  embrace- 
rom  twenty-one  to  thirty  one  years  of  age,  the  second  to  embrace 
rom  thirty-one  to  forty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  third  class,  which 
constitute  a  corps  of  reserve,  those  from  forty-one  to  forty  five  years 
.  The  details  under  each  of  the  foregoing  articles  should  be  so  ar- 
l  as  to  correspond  with  what  has  been  found  most  efficient  and  use- 
active  service,  in  the  present  improved  state  of  the  military  art. 
ml\  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  disciplining  the  militia;  and  the  first 
lere  to  be  done  is,  to  ascertain  the  true  meaning  of  the  word  disci- 
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pline,  as  it  is  used  in  the  constitution.  Does  it  siniply  mean  to  instruct 
them  in  the  manual  exercise,  to  face,  to  march,  to  wheel  or  turn,  and  to  ex- 
ecute a  series  of  mechanical  movements,  (many  of  them  unnecessary,  and 
calculated  merely  for  show,)  called  manoeuvres,  or  evolutions?  An  army 
may  have  all  this,  and  still  be  comparatively  inefficient  when  opposed  by  a 
scientific  and  skilful  enemy.  It  is  evident  that  the  Iramers  of  the  constitu- 
tion intended  the  militia  to  constitute  the  grand  military  defence  of  the  na- 
tion, and  that  they  intended  to  invest  Congress  with  full  power  to  adopt  all 
the  necessary  measures  to  prepare  them  for  the  correct  and  efficient  dia- 
charge  of  the  important  duties  devolving  upon  them ;  and  that,  conse- 
quently, under  the  head  of  disciplining  them  they  intended  to  embrace  all 
those  branches  of  instruction,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  that  are  neces- 
sary to  qualify  both  officers  and  soldiers  for  the  appropriate  discharge  oC 
the  duties  of  their  respective  stations,  in  the  efficient  military  corps  to  which 
they  may  belong.  We  then  consider  a  proper  system  of  military  instruc- 
tion, both  for  officers  and  soldiers,  ns  absolutely  necessary  to  disciplining, 
or  rendering  them  eflfcctive  for  military  service ;  and  that,  consequently, 
any  system  of  legislation  oti  the  subject  that  does  not  provide  for  this,  will 
utterly  fail  of  accomplishing  its  object.  This  will  lead  to  an  examinatioa 
into  the  character  of  the  proposed  instruction,  and  the  best  and  most  eco- 
nomical means  of  communicating  it.  Military,  like  every  other  kind  of 
instruction,  naturally  divides  into  two  ^rand  divisions,  viz :  theoretical  and 
practical ;  the  former  comprising  such  mvcstigations  as  are  necessary  to  a 
correct  understanding  of  the  principles  of  the  different  branches  of  military 
science;  the  second,  the  practical  application  of  those  principles  to  every 
kind  of  active  military  service.  This  second  division,  then,  evidently 
comprises  ell  the  duties  that  the  great  body  of  the  militia,  the  rank  and  file, 
would  be  called  upon  to  discharge;  the  first  division  being  more  particu- 
larly necessary  for  the  higher  grades  of  officers,  engineers,  &c.  And  we 
will  now  proceed  to  point  out  what  appears  to  he  the  best  manner  of  com- 
municating the  necessary  instruction  in  it. 

3d.  Let  there  be  appointed  in  each  State  military  instructors,  in  such 
manner  and  in  such  numbers  as  will  be  hereafter  proposed,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  attend  the  several  camps,  and  afford  all  the  necessary  instruction 
to  the  battalion  or  brigade  there  assembled.  These  instructors  should  have 
received  a  regular  scientific  military  education,  and  be  competent  to  instruct, 
not  only  in  all  the  established  manoeuvres,  embracing  the  evolutions  of  the 
line,  and  other  field,  garrison,  and  camp  duties,  but  also  to  explain  the  use 
of  the  whole  inactive  service,  and  the  principles  on  which  they  are  founded. 

4th.  The  course  of  instruction  would  consequently  embrace  every  thinir 
that  is  necessary  to  prepare  troops  for  active  service.  Kow  one  course  of 
instruction  would  better  prepare  those  subjected  to  it  for  active  military 
service,  than  they  are,  or  ever  will  be,  under  the  present  system,  in  the 
whole  period  from  eighteen  to  forty-six  years  of  age,  and  by  continuing 
under  such  instruction  for  ten  years,  they  would  become  well  drilled  sol- 
diers. They  ^/ould  then  pass  into  the  second  class,  and  be  relieved  from 
military  duly,  except  in  time  of  war,  or  other  urgent  necessity.  As  the 
duties  ot  the  officers  are  of  a  higher  order  than  those  of  the  rank  and  tile, 
tliey  stjould  be  called  out,  either  into  camp  or  rendezvous,  by  brigades,  at 
least  three  days  in  each  year,  in  addition  to  the  time  al)ove  menlioiied, 
where  they  should  be  instructed  more  particularly  in  the  dnties  of  their  re- 
spective stations.  This  would  prepare  them  for  the  correct  discharge  of 
their  duties  in  the  camps  of  general  instruction. 
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We  next  proceed  to  an  exnmination  of  the  first,  or  theoretical  division  of 
iosiruction,  which  embraces  the  investigation  of  principles,  and  the  cnltiva- 
tioD  and  improvement'Of  the  military  art,  and  which,  probably,  comprises 
within  its  wide  rau^  a  greater  variety  of  branches,  and  a  greater  amount  of 
science,  than  any  other  department  of  human  knowledge.  It  is  based  on  tlie 
matbenuitics,  and  embraces  within  its  scope  almost  the  whole  circle  of  the  sci- 
ences. The  military  art  has  undergone  a  great  change,  and  been  much  im- 
pfO?ed,  within  the  last  fifty  years.  The  French  revolution  has  had  the  princi* 
pal  agency  in  effecting  this.  Every  nation,  therefore,  which  expects  or  wishes 
to  meet  its  enemies  on  equal  terms,"  must  cultivate  this,  as  they  would  cul- 
tivate any  other  branch  of  useful  knowledge,  viz :  by  making  it  a  branch  of 
itady  and  instniction  at  seminaries  of  learning  established  for  that  purpose. 
The  question  now  arises,  in  what  way,  or  by  what  means,  can  Congress 
provide  most  effectually,  most  economically,  most  certainly,  and  most  in  ae- 
ooidanoe  with  the  principles  of  our  republican  institutions,  for  the  cultiva* 
tion  and  general  dissemination  of  military  science  throughout  the  country  ? 
for  such  provision  we  are  confident  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  us  to 
keep  pace  with  other  nations  in  the  improvement  of  the  great  art  of  na- 
tiooal  defeuce,  and  without  which  our  militia  system  can  never  be  perfected. 
We  are  aware  many  will  answer  that  such  provision  has  abready  been 
made  by  means  of  the  MiUtary  Academy  at  West  Point.  We  will  proceed 
to  examine  this  sAbject.  The  institution  at  West  Point  is  wholly  supported 
•t  the  expense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  already  paid 
about  half  a  milUon  of  dollars  for  erecting  buildings,  procuring  appa*^ 
ratos,  &c.,  &c.  In  addition  to  this,  the  annual  expense  of  the  institution 
isaboat  ^(300,000.  Provision  is  made  by  law  for  educating  250  cadets  at 
this  seminary,  and  to  complete  the  course  of  instruction  requires  four  years. 
The  number  of  graduates,  therefore,  for  each  yeaiT,  (supposing  all  who  en- 
tered to  complete  the  full  course,)  would  be  sixty-two.  The  people,  there- 
fore,  at  this  rate  are  taxed  about  $4,351  for  every  officer  educated  at  West 
PMnt.  But  as  a  considerable  portion  of  the  cadets  never  complete  the 
eoone  c^  instruction,  the  cost  of  each  graduate  is  proportionably  increased, 
and  $5,000  would  probably  be  a  low  estimate.  But,  notwithstanding  this 
heavy  tax  on  the  people  for  its  support,  the  institution  does  not,  in  the  most 
remote  degree,  aid  in  the  discipline  of  the  militia,  or  in  the  dissemination 
of  military  science.  Those  cadets  who  graduate  are  immediately  attached 
to  the  army,  to  the  hmited  sphere  of  which  all  their  operations  are  confined. 
The  organization  of  the  seminary  is  also  in  direct  violation  of  the  ftmda- 
mental  principles  of  our  republican  institutions,  viz:  That  stations  of 
honor,  tmst,  and  emolument,  shall  be  equally  open  to  all.  The  law  estab- 
lisfamg  the  seminary  on  its  prssent  plan  prohibits  the  appointment  of  any 
eadet  who  is  under  fourteen  or  above  twenty ^ne  years  of  age ;  and  the 
tegnlations  of  the  War  Department,  require  that  all  the  vacuums  lor  offi- 
cers that  occur  in  the  army  shall  be  mled  by  the  graduates  from  West 
PoinL  The  consequence  is,  that  every  young  man  in  the  United  States 
vbo  has  attmned  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  unless  he  happens  to  be  one 
of  the  selected  250,  whom  executive  favor  has  placed  in  this  public  charity 
school  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expense,  is  utterly  excluded  from  hold- 
ing any  office  of  honoTj  trust,  or  emolument,  (above  that  of  a  non-commis- 
%WDlnA  officer,)  in  the  military  service  of  the  country. 

Sappoae  Cougtess  should  pass  a  law  excluding  from  such  offices  of 
honor,  trust,  and  emolument,  all  American  citizens,  except  such  wdect 
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number  of  250  as  the  President  might  think  proper  to  choose,  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  twenty-one  years  ;  would  not  the  whole  people  pro- 
nounce it  unconstitutional,  and  as  a  most  high-handed  and  flagrant  invasion 
of  their  rights?  Yet  the  War  Department  has  done  the  same  thing  by 
regulation,  and  it  has  been  acquiesced  in  for  nearly  twenty  years.  By  this 
means  the  Military  Academy  is  converted  into  a  grand  monopoly,  (sup- 
ported by  the  people*s  money,)  and  constitutes  a  nucleus  around  which  is 
rapidly  concent^rating  a  military  aristocracy.  But  is  the  course  of  educa- 
tion at  this  institution  such  as  to  prepare  young:  "i^n  to  endure  cold  and 
heat,  hunger,  thirst,  fatigue,  and  all  the  hardships  incidental  to  war  ?  .Let 
foots  answer.  A  few  years  ago  a  bill  was  introduced  into  CJongress  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  of  money  (it  is  telieved  $60,000  was  the  sum)  to 
erect  a  building  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  these  hardy  soldiers  from  the 
weather  during  their  military  exercises.  The  bill  passed  ;  and,  during  the 
discussion,  a  member  gravely  moved  an  additional  appropriation  to  furnish 
them  with  umbrellas  also.  Is  this  the  way,  fellow  citizens,  to  form  sol- 
diers for  active  and  efficient  services  ?  We  hear  you  respond  :  No  !  What, 
then,  is  the  use  of  it  ?  We  answer,  to  form  military  pedants  and  military 
dandies.  What,  then,  you  may  ask,  should  be  done  with  the  institution  ? 
We  answer,  abolish  it — totally  abolish  it — and  substitute  something  much 
better  in  its  place.  If  you  ask  what  better  substitute  we  would  propose, 
we  answer,  State  institutions.  Let  these  State  institutions  be  adopti^d  for 
the  cultivation  and  general  dissemination  of  military  science  throughout 
our  country. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  ^tale,  in  detail,  the  manner  in  which  we  feel 
confident  this  important  object  can  be  most  certainly,  most  economically, 
and  most  beneficially  accomplished.  Let  Congress  pass  a  law  containing 
the  following  provisions,  viz : 

1st.  That  whenever  the  Legislature  of  any  State  will  organize  semina- 
ries in  said  State,  (not  to  exce^  the  number  hereinafter  proposed,)  in  which 
military  science  and  instruction  shall  be  made  an  appendage  to  ibe  usual 
civil  education  of  the  students ;  and  shall  provide  competent  professors  for 
that  department;  such  professors  shall  be  paid  from  the  public  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  no  charge  be  made  to  the  students  for  such  military 
instruction. 

2d.  That  the  number  of  such  seminaries,  to  which  each  State  shall  be 
entitled,  shall  be  according  to  the  following  ratio  of  population,  viz :  each 
State,  the  population  of  which  does  not  exceed  250,000,  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  seminary;  each  State,.the  population  of  which  exceeds  250^000,  but 
does  not  exceed  600,000,  shall  be  entitled  to  two  seminaries ;  each  State, 
the  population  of  which  exceeds  600,000,  but  does  not  exceed  1,000,000, 
shall  he  entitled  to  three  seminaries ;  each  State,  the  population  of  which 
exceeds  1,000,000,  but  does  not  exceed  1,500,000,  shall  be  entitled  to  four 
seminaries;  and  each  State  whose  population  exceeds  1,500,000  shall  be 
entitled  to  five  seminaries. 

3d.  That  there  should  be  allowed  to  each  seminary,  one  professor  of 
tactics,  and  one  professor  of  military  and  civil  engineering ;  each  professor 
to  be  allowed  a  salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  These  pro- 
fessors, in  addition  to  the  duties  at  their  respective  semina4es,  should  be 
required  to  attend,  in  the  capacity  of  instructors,  the  camps  of  instruction, 
both  for  the  officers  and  for  the  junior  class  of  the  militia,  as  has  been  be- 
fore mentioned. 
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4ih.  The  course  of  instruction  at  those  seminaries  should  embrace  the 
practical  drill  of  the  infantry  and  rifleman  ;  permanent  and  field  fortifica- 
tions, the  construction  of  marine  batteries,  minmg  nnd  counter-raining,  the 
principles  of  gunnery,  civil  and  mihtary  architecture,  the  construction  of 
bridges,  roads,  canals,  and  locks  ;  castrametation,  field  and  garrison  duty, 
embracing  the  turning  off,  mounting,  and  relieving  guards,  sentinels,  &c. 

5th.  Each  seminary  shall  be  furnished  with  at  least  two  field-pieces  (six 
pounders)  completely  equipped,  and  the  requisite  number  of  muskets  and 
accoutrements,  knapsacks,  (fcc.  At  these  institutions  would  be  formed  our 
scientific  engineers  and  artillerists,  and  skilful  tacticians  and  able  generals. 
The  students,  after  graduating,  would  be  dispersed  oVer  the  whole  United 
Stjites,  and  disseminate  the  knowledge  they  had  thus  acquired,  and  on  any 
sudden  emergency,  there  would  be  found  at  every  exposed  point,  in  the 
ranks  of  the  people  themselves,  able  engineers,  and  skiliul  leaders  to  give 
an  eflicient  and  successful  direction  to  the  martial  energies  of  the  militia. 
There  would  be,  according  to  the  foregoing  plan,  about  seventy-five  of  the 
seminaries  in  the  United  States,  which  would  require  one  hundred  and 
fifty  professors  ;  the  amount  of  their  salaries,  at  eighteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  would  be  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  Suppose 
now  that  each  of  these  seminaries  should  number  one  hundred  students,  there 
would  be  constantly,  under  the  proposed  system  of  education,  in  the  United 
States,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  young  men ;  and  in  case  the  whole 
course  of  instruction,  civil  and  military,  should  require  the  usual  period  of 
four  years,  the  number  of  graduates  each  year  would  be  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-five.  These  young  men,  by  mingling  with  the 
people,  would  disseminate  their  military  information  to  every  point  of  the 
United  States,  and  render  the  most  efficient  aid  in  disciplining  the  militia. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  results  of  this  plan  with  those  of  the  .Military 
Academy  at  West  Point. 

And  first,  the  cost  of  obtaining  sixty  graduates  at  that  institution  is  about 
lliree  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  cost  of  obtaining  one  thousand  eight 
httndred  and  seventy-five,  equally  well  qualified,  on  the  proposed  plan, 
would  be  about  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  The  military 
knowledge  acquired  at  West  Point  is  confined  to  the  army,  and  consequent- 
ly does  not  in  the  least  aid  in  the  discipline  of  the  militia.  That  acquired 
on  the  proposed  plan  would  be  generally  disseminated,  and  aid  most  essen- 
tially in  the  discipline  of  the  militia.  The  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
has  a  direct  tendency  to  build  up  a  standing  army,  and  establish  a  military 
aristocracy  in  the  country.  The  proposed  plan  is  entirely  free  from  this 
objection,  and  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  of  our  republi- 
can institutions,  which  constitute  every  citizen  a  soldier,  where  his  services 
as  such  are  required.  Its  tendency  is  to  retain  the  military  defence  of  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  where  the  constitution  has  placed  it, 
by  rendering  a  sU^nding  array  unnecessary,  and  thereby  keeping  down  a 
military  aristocracy,  which  is  the  necessary  and  inevitable  consequence  of 
a  standing  army  in  every  country.  It  dpes  not  encroach  in  the  least  de- 
gree on  the  rights  of  the  States,  for  if  the  Legislatures  of  any  of  the  States 
do  not  wish  such  institutions  within  their  limits,  they  will  not  avail  them- 
selves of  tha  provisions  of  the  law  by  organizing  them.  But  as  the  militia 
of  each  State  constitutes  its  ipilitary  defence,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the 
military  defence  ot  the  nation,  every  State  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  disci- 
phneof  its  militia,  and  would  consequently  have  an  interest  in  co  operating 
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tiou  of  the  s\oTy  and  future  greatness  of  their  country,  were  citizen  sol- 
diersj  draughted  for  a  single  campaign  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  re- 
turned home,  and  were  replaced  by  new  recruits.    We  feel  confident,  fellow 
citizens,  that  the  plan  we  propose  to  you  for  the  discipline  of  the  militia,  if 
adopted  and  carried  out  mto  practice,  would  fully  accomplish  the  object 
contemplated.    It  will  furnish  a  military  defence  composed  of  ciHzen  sol- 
diers, that  will  be  adequate  to  all  emergencies,  both  of  peace  and  of  war. 
Such  a  force  can  never  become  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country; 
for  it  is  composed  of  the  people  themselves,  (who  can  have  no  motive  lor 
enslaving^  themselves,)  and  will  render  entirely  unnecessary  a  standincr 
army,  which  the  whole  history  of  the  world  proves  to  be  hostile  to  civu 
liberty.     The  expense  we  do  not  consider  as  constituting  any  objection  to 
its  adoption.    The  ordinary  revenue  in  time  of  peace  will  be  amply  suffi- 
cient to  meet  this  and  the  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  Government. 
The  money  would  also  he  distributed  among  the  industrious  and  patriotic 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  instead  of  going  to  support  idlers  and  specula- 
tors.   We  concUule,  fellow-citizens,  by  urging  you  to  a  serious  and  Candid 
examination*  of  this  subject,  for  we  feel  that  none  of  greater  importance  can 
claim  your  attention.    It  rests  ui>on  you  to  decide  whether  you  will  intrust 
the  protection  of  your  liberties '  and  independence  to  a  mercenary  army, 
which  nciay  ultimately — led  on  by  some  future  Caesar — wrest  them  from 
you  ;  or  whether  you  will  confide  them  to  a  well  disciplined  militia.   We 
think  you  will  not  hesitate  to  choose  the  latter. 

JACOB  WASHBURN, 
ALDEN  PARTRIDGE, 
N.  MILLER, 
S.  B.  HAZELTINE. 


MILITARY  CONVENTION. 

The  adjourned  State  military  convention  assembled  at  the  court-house 
in  Montpelier,  on-  the  12th  day  of  October,  1838,  at  2  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  hy  the  president ;  when,  on  motion. 
General  J.  Washburn,  General  John  Kellogg,  Colonel  J.  G.  Dudley,  and 
Major  Earl,  were  appointed  vice  presidents,  and  Major  J.  W.  Curtiss  was 
chosen  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Doctor  Davis,  a  comimittee  of  four  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare  and  present  resolutions  to  the  convention,  and  to  suggest  the  business 
necessary  to  be  transacted.  The  committee  consisted  of  General  J.  Wash- 
burn, Colonel  Thomas,  Major  I.  Davis.  Captain  A.  Partridge,  and  Captain 
G.  A.  Grant:  when  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m., 
tomorrojv. 

October  13,  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  reported  the  following;  which  were 
adopted : 

Whereas  ilie  constitution  of  the  United  States  contemplates  a  full  and 
complete  organization  and  disciplining  of  the  whole  body  of  the  militia, 
by  the  General  Government ;  and  whereas,  also,  Congress  has  hitheto  neg- 
lected, in  a  great  measure,  thai  important  duty,  by  reason  of  which  our 
only  constitutional  defence  is  becoming  dispirited  and  inefficient ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  Congress  to  enact  such  laws 
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londs,  at  $i;^  each        ....  ^43,2!6d  00 

11  tenant  colonels,  at  $1,600  each    -       ,     -            -  39,400  00 

ijors,  at  $1,400  each           -            -            -            -  34,200  00 

company  officers,  average  expenses  $1,000            -  1,250,000  OO 

he  expense  of  the  staff  ahd  contingencies  -            -  129,200  00 

Whole  amount    -  -  $6,6Q0^0(H)  00 

estimate  is  believed  to  be  below,  rather  than  above,  the  real  expense. 

it  appears  that  a  standing  aro^y  of  25,350  men,'  including  officers, 
avolve  the  country  in  a  greater  annual  expense  than  the  proposed 

organi^ng  and  disciplinm^  the  militia  in  st|ch  a  mannelr  as  to  ren- 
n  effective  for  any  kind  of  military  service.    l,et  us  now,  fellow- 

candidly  compare  the  foregoing  plans  (involving  nearly  the  same 

of  expense)  for  the  military  defence  of  the  United  Stated,  and 
IT  decisions  on  the  true  merits  of  the  case.  Hy  the  former,  you 
KTCll  organized  and  effective  military  force  of  six  hundred  thotis- 
lizen  soldiers^  distributed  over  every  inhabited  portion  of  the 
States,  prepared  to  turn  ou^  in  defence  of  their  rights  at  a 
's  warning;  by  the  latter,  you  would  hB,vetwenfi/-fiv€  ihous- 
ercenariesj  distributed  along  a  sea-coast  and  inland  frontier 
t  than  six  thousand  niiles,  and^  consequently,  so  scattered  as  to 
lable  of  resisting  a  powerful  invading  force  at  any  point.  By  the 
you  would  have  mUiiary  science  cultivated  and  disseminated 
t  the  people^  in  every  section  of  tlie  country,  and  skilful  officers  re- 
t  and  in,  the  vicinity  of  all  places  exposed  to  an  attack,  and  capable 
g  an  efficient  direction  to  the  physical  and  moral  energies  of  the 

by  the  latter,  nothing  of  this  would  take  place.  But  it  may  be 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  keep  up  an  army  in  time  of  peace,  that  shall 
uate  to  the  defence  of  the  country  in  time  of  war ;  then,  we  ask, 
t  r«H]tice  it  to  the  minimum  peace  establishment  of  three  thousand 
>ramaDded  bv  a  brigadier  general,)  as  was  done  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
tration  i  This  would  be  sufficient  to  station  a  public  guard  at 
)ces6ary  military  post,  for  the  protection  of  public  property,  <fcc. 
ep  up,  at  a  great  public  expense,  a  niilitary  force  greater  than  this, 
:h,  nevertheless,  is  totally  inadequate  for  defence  in  case  of  war  ? 
nay  be  s&id  that  a  larger  peace  establishment  would  constitute  a 
around  Which  an  army  could  soon  be  formed  in  the  event  of  war. 
ale  history  of  the  world,  from  the  time  of  the  Romahs  b  the  present 
HToves  that  troops  which  are  kept  for  any  considerable  time,  on  a 
tablishmcht,  t)ecome  enervated  ana  broken  down  by  indolence  and 
3D,  and,  consequently,  in  a  great  measure  unfit  for  the  active  duties 
eld.  T)ie  Romans  alone,  were  able,  during  the  eadier  periods  of 
ire,  to  sustain  a  peace  establishment  which  was  fit  for  the  emer- 
of  war.  This  was  accomplished  by  encamping  their  legions  on 
)te  frontiers  of  the  empire,  fur  removed  from  cities  and  towns,  and 
ig  them  to  a  discipline  more  strict,  and  to  duties  more  severe,  than 
1  required  of  therh  fn  time  of  war.  But  can  this  system  finally 
ler  the  enervating  influence  of  peace,  and  those  renowned  legions 
ly  become  degenerate  and  incapable  of  resisting  the  hardy,  but  un- 
^  barbarians  of  the  north?  The  celebrated  republican  legions 
itabiished  the  reputation  of  the  Roman  arms,  and  laid  the  foiinda- 
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REPORT 


PROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  tertnina- 
Hon  of  the  commission  for  the  adjudication  of  claims  under  the  Chero- 
kee Treaty  of  December  29,  1835,  and  the  expenses  of  the  same. 


February  9,  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  February  8,  1839. 

Sir:  1  respectfully  transmit  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  in  reply  to  the  resohition  of  the  10th  ultimo,  codl- 
ing for  information  whether  the  commission  for  the  adjudication  of  claims 
under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835  has  been  terminated,  the  expense  of  that 
commission,  (fcc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  President  of  the  Senate. 


War  Department, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  February  6,  1839. 

Sir:  J  have  the  honor  to  report  on  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Janu- 
ary 10th  : 

The  commission  created  under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  Decem- 
ber 29ih,  1835,  was  instructed  on  the  17th  ultimo,  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  department  their  services  might  be  terminated  without  injury  to 
any  public  interest,  and  that  it  was  its  wish  they  should  close  the  business 
confided  to  them  without  delay,  and  transmit  their  final  reports.  This 
direction  was  not  given  at  an  earlier  day,  because  many  of  their  duties  had 
not  been  fulfilled,  and  because  there  was  nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  17th 
article  of  the  treaty,  which,  provided  for  their  appointment,  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  department,  restricted  it^  duration  to  the  23dlof  May  last, 
the  day  named  in  the  16th  article  as  the  one  before  which  thelndians  must 
emigrate.  They  had,  however,  been  previously  instructed  not  to  reoeiye 
any  new  claims  after  that  time. 

The  accompanying  statement  shows  the  expense  of  this  commission,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  from  the  accounts  rendered,  to  whom  the  several 
sums  have  been  paid,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each  individuall 
Very  respectftjlly,  your  most  obedient  servant^ 

T.  HARTLEY  GRAWFORD, 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 

Blair  &  Rives^  printers. 
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25th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  *  f  199  1 


id  Session. 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF   WAR, 


TRilNSMITTING, 


h  cmpliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  ex- 
fmses  incurred  in  negotiating  and  concluding  the  Cherokee  treaty 
of  December  29,  1835. 


February  9,  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  February  8,  1839. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
Contains  the  information  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
lOth  ultimo,  relative  to  the  expenses  incurred  in  negotiating  and  concluding 
the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  of  December  29,  1835. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


War  Department, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  February  6,  1839. 

Sir  :  In  odedience  to  your  direction,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  state- 
aoent  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States  in  negotiating  and 
including  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  December  29,  1835,  showing 
o  whom  the  several  sums  have  been  paid,  the  sum  paid  to  each,  and  for 
nrhat  paiticular  services ;  which  statement  was  called  for  by  a  resolution 
3f  the  Senate  of  January  10th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 

BlaiT  &.  Rives,  printers. 
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RE8S,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  200 1 

on. 


MESSAGE 

PROM 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

COBOflUNICATIKO, 

njM  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  eorr^ondehce 
on  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  carried  on  in  (he  Ttirkish 
}ni8  and  Pachalick  of  Egypt. 


February  11, 1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


neite  of  the  United  States : 

liance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19tli  December  last, 
icate  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  St^te,  accom- 
pies  of  the  co^rrespondeace  called  for  by  said  resolution. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
roTON,  Pehruarif  6,  1839. 


Department  op  STATte, 

Washingidn^  Febfucffi/  6, 1839^ 

retary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  a  resolution  from  the 
nesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  it  "  the  correspondence 
(dore  Porter,  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Constantinople,  also  the  corres- 
if  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  at  Constantinople,  Smyrna,^ 
Jonica,  Cyprus,  Cos,  Aleppo,  Beiront,  (inclusive  of  Damascus, 
Alexandria,  and^Candia,  so  far  as  the  said  correspondence  relates 
merce  and  navigation  carried  on  within  the  Turkish  dominions, 
Pachalick  of  Egypt,  and  may  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
f  to  be  communicated,"  has  the  honor  to  report  the  accompany- 
md  extracts^  tiOfiM  from  tfi^  fitei^  of  thi^  department. 
aUy  submitted,  * 

JOHN  FORSS^TH. 

'R£8tDSNT» 
I  printers. 
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LIST  OF  ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS. 


COMMODORE  PORTER's   CORRESPONDENCE. 


David  Portfer  to  Secretary  of  State, 

Same  to  same,  with  enclosures, 

Same  to  same, 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure, 

Sam<»»  to  same,  with  an  enclosure. 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same,  with  enclosures. 

Same  to  same,  extract,  with  enclosures 

Same  to  same,  extracts. 

Same  to  same,  extract. 

Same  to  same,  with  enclosures. 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure. 

Same  to  same,  with  an^enclosure. 

Same  to  same,  extract,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same,  extract,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same, 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure. 


Same  to  same,  extracts. 

Same  to  same, 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same,  extract,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same,  extract,  with  an  enclosure. 

Same  to  same,  extract,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure, 

Same  to  same. 

Same  to  sarnie. 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure. 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure. 

Same  to  same,  with  an  enclosure, 


Buyukdere,  October  25, 

do.  May  30, 

do.  June  23, 

do.  June  23. 

do.  June  24, 

do.  July  24, 

do.         August  18, 

do.    September  11, 

do.         October, 

Galata,  November  11, 

Pera,  January  12, 

do.  April  9, 

do.         April  11. 

do.     October  24, 

do.  June  13, 

do,  July  9, 

do.     October  30, 

St.  Stephano,  November  11, 


do,        November  19, 

do.  December  5, 

do.  January  2, 

do.         February  21, 

P6ra,  March  31, 

St.  Stephano,  May  1, 

do.        May  28, 

do.         June  1, 

do.     August  6. 

do.   August  17, 

Georgetown,  October  10, 

do.    October  29, 


1831. 
1832. 
1832. 
1832. 
1832. 
1832. 
1832. 
1832. 
1832. 
1832. 
1833. 
1833. 
1833. 
1833. 
1834. 
1834. 
1834. 
1834. 
1834. 
1834. 
1835. 
1835. 
1835. 
1835. 
1835. 
1835. 
1835. 
1835. 
1838. 
1838. 


Extract- 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


CONSULAR  CORRESPONDENCE. 

■W.  Stewart  to  the  Secretary  o\  State,  dated  Smyrna,  25th  April, 
1803.  with  an  enclosure. 

R.  Wilkinson  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Smyrna,  15th  Jan- 
uary, 1806,  with  enclosures. 

Same  to  same,  29th  April,  1806. 

Same  to  same,  26th  June,  1806. 

Same  to  same,  20th  October,  1810. 

Same  to  same,  29th  December,  1810. 

Same  to  same,  20th  May,  1811. 


3  [  200  ] 

Extract. — David  Offley  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated  24th  January,  1824, 

with  enclosure ;  consular  returns  from  Smyrna  for  the  year 
1824. 

Do.        David  Offley  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  4th  January,  1826, 
with  enclosures. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  4th  January,  1827,  with  enclosures. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  26th  November,  1827. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  22d  March,  1829,  with  enclosures. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  4th  February,  1830,  with  enclosures. 

Do.        Same  to  same.  1st  October,  1830. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  18th  January,  1831,  with  enclosures. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  lOth  January,  1832,  with  enclosures. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  14lh  January,  1832. 

Same  to  same,  22d  January,  1833,  with  enclosures. 

Do,         D.  Offley  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  1st  September,  1 833, 
with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  1st  January,  1834,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  1st  July,  1834;  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  1st  January,  1835,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  1st  July,  1835,  with  an  enclosura 

Do.         Same  to  same,  1st  January,  1836,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  29th  Aug[ust,  1836,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        D.  W.  Offley  to  same,  20th  January,  1837,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.         David  Offley  to  same,  1st  July,  1837,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  25th  January,  1838,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.         Same  to  same,  1st  ^uly,  1838,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        W.  N.  Churchill  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Constantinople, 
19th  January,  1833,  with  enclosures. 

Do.         Same  to  same,  30th  June,  1833,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.         Same  to  same,  3 1st  December,  1833,  with  enclosures. 

Do.         Same  to  same,  3d  February,  1834. 

W.  B.  Llewellyn  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  Salonica,  14th  Oc- 
tober, 1835,  with  an  enclosure. 
Same  to  Secretary  of  State,  31st  October,  1835,  with  an  enclo- 
sure. , 
Same  to  same,  29th  April,  1836,  with  an  enclosure.    . 

Do.        Same  to  same,  30th  August,  1836,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  15th  March,  1837,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  24th  August,  1837,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.      '  Same  to  same,  29th  January,  1838,  with  an  enclosure. 

Do.         George  R.  Gliddon  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  15th  April, 
1837, 

Do.         John  Gliddon  to  the  S^retary  of  State,  dated  Alexandria,  Au- 
gust 28, 1836. 
Same  to  same,  30ih  June,  1836. 

Do.        Same  to  same,  1st  January,  1836,  with  an  enclosure. 
Translation  of  a  letter  from  A.  Durighello,  United  States  Consul  at  Aleppo, 

to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  November  20, 1837. 
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# 

BoYUKDEfifi,  October^,  1S81. 

'  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  examined  the  tariffs 
of  the  nations  most  favored  by  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  ftnd  that  the  duty 
paid  by  them  on  goods  imported  to,  and  exported  from^  the  Ottoman  do. 
minions  is  three  per  cent,  on  vaUiation. 

1  have,  therefore,  communicated  the  same  to  the  consuls  5f  Smyrna  and 
Constantinople,  that  they  mvcy  govern  themadves  accordingly,  and  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  circular. 

With  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

DATID  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  State  oftheVnitedSttUes. 


Constantinople,  Mayi  30.  1832. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  two  euQlosed  copies  of  in* 
teresting  communications  from  our  consular  agents  at  Beyrout  and  Alex- 
andria. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
To  the  Hon.  E.  Livingston^ 

Secretary  of  State. 


wm^^m 


A  statement  of  the  import  and,  export  iradiB  of  Beyrouiy  in  Syria. 

Unitsp  States  Consular  AfiSKCY, 

Beyramti  Marck20j  1832. 

The  trade  of  this  place  is  not  do  very  inconsiderable  as  it  vras  a  number 
of  yeaxs  ago,  when  thoria  wie  no  European  escabli^iiment  here^  and  when 
the  mulberry  plantations  were  not  so  extensive  as  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Marseilles,  Leghotn^  wtid  Biirbary  specuLaiors  to  our  silks^  Damascus 
draws  now,  chiefly  from  this  place,  all  articles  of  import,  both  for  its  own 
consumption  and  fdr  supplying  the  \^ants  of  the  Bagdad  and  Persian  cara- 
vans which  arrive  there  once,  and  sometimes  twice^  in  a  year-;  and  it  is 
also  through  this  place  that  it  exports  many  manuiketures' and  productions 
of  the  interior.  Our^uppltcs  of  coloaial  produde  have  been  hitherto  chiefly 
from  Marseilles,  Malta,  and  Smyrna,  and  how  nmch  better  it  would  answer 
if  An^ericcoi  vessels  would  bring  them  direct  from  the  United  States. 
British  cotton  manufactures  have  been  imported  here  chiefly  from  Leghorn, 
Gi^noa^  Bgypt^  Smyrna^  and  ConstantinoiHe. 

1  must  observe  that  sales  of  anv  description  of  ^oods  are  seldem  e^cted 
80  readily  as  to  undertake  to  renuithie  whole  of  the  proceeds  in  the  course 
of  two  months  after  the  anfrival  of ihe  property  Here^  It^^  luqppens,  sMe- 
times,  thaia  certi3a<k0eri{Micm.iofigoo(ibithati  coiitd  reiaimittend  a»  twy 
curirent,  arriving  here.a  feW  tnonihs  after^  wduld  be>api<ta  fisiMlltid  tMricbt 
overstocked  witn  the  like,  and  it  would  then  be  necessary  to  keep  them 
some  time  in  warehouse. 

Our  charge  on  commissions,  warehouse  rent  on  goods  received  from 
any  foreign  port,  is  3^  pep  cent,  on  the  amount  of  sales,  besides  the  usual 


30  to  40,000 

do. 

15  to  20,000 

do. 

8  to  10,000 

do. 

15  to  20,000 

do. 

6  to    8,000 

do. 

3  to   4,000 

do. 

800  to    1,000 

do. 

brokerage  of  one  per  cent,  if  the  sales  are  effected  here ;  or,  if  at  Danuiscus, 
3^  per  cent,  commission,  and  warehouse  rent  only  on  th^  proceeds.  l%e 
same  coma^issioii  and  warehouse  rent,  and  the  same  bfokerage,  is  charged 
on  purchases  of  goods,  if  purchased  here ;  if  at  Damascus,  the  brokerage  is 
omitted,  being  r.harged  there  with  the  difference  that  tiie  commission  and 
warehouse  rent  are  charged  on  the  amount,  cost,  and  charges  of  the  goods. 
The  other  charges  on  imports  are  duty,  according  to  the  tariff,  freight,  and 
porterage.  If  sent  to  Damascus,  there  are  iurthcr  charges  to  calculate,  as 
well  as  the  commission  of  the  consignee  there,  which  is  2  per  cent.  On 
remittances  in  bills  or  specie  we  charge  one  per  cent. 

This  place  aod  Damascus  together  may  consume  anuaally  a  varitUy  of 
colonial  produce,  manufactures,  and  other  goods,  of  the  description  and  in 
the  proportion  of  at  least  as  follows,  viz : 
50  to  60,000  okes  West  India  coffee. 
20  to  30,000    do.    sugar,  cruslied  or  powdered  white. 

sugar  in  refined  loaves, 
pepper, 
pimento. 

Gampeachy  or  logwood* 
Pernambuco  wood. 
Cochineal,  black,  garbled. 

indigo.    This  article  is  only  saleable  when  tlic 
Bagdad  caravans  do  not  bring  any  from  the  Persian  Gulf. 

3  to  400  packages  British  and  Swiss  manufactures,  such  as  prints,  imita- 
tions, handkerchiefs,  cambrics,  muslins,  calicoes,  &c. 
3  to  400  bales  of  cotton  water  twist,  No.  20  to  30. 
J 50  to  200,000  okes  lead  in  pi^. 

200  to  300,(K)0  okes  bar  iron,  Russian,  Swedish,  and  English,  but  mostly 
2,  2^  to  3  inches  broad,  which  is  preferred  to  the  narrow. 
60  to  80  casks  tin  in  bars. 
150  to  200  boxes  tin  plates. 
50  to  60  bales  cloth,  French,  Leipzig,  &c. 
60  to  80  cases  cases,  Tunis,  French^  Leghorn,  and  Genoa. 
20  to  30,000  okes  German  steel  in  thin  Bars. 
20  to  30.000   do.  brimstone  roll. 
20  to  30,000    do.  copperas. 
500  to  1,000  reams  Leghorn  paper,  realc. 

2  to  2,600  reaJDS  Leghorn  paper,  fre  lune. 
With  regard  to  returns,  they  may  be  made  in  specie,  raw  silks,  madder- 
roots,  galls,  sheeps'  wool,  with  a  small  proportion  of  other  articles ;  and  we 
have  conveyances  to  and  from  Alexandria,  Marseilles,  Leghorn,  iStc.,  once 
in  a  month  or  two. 

Not  less  than  40,000  okes  of  raw  silks  are  annually  exported  from  this 
for  Marseilles,  Leghorn,  Genoa,  Tunis,  Algiers,  and  Malta,  where  it  gener- 
ally sells  to  advantage,  independent  of  what  goes  to  Egypt.  The  price  is 
high  or  low,  according  to  tho  demands  and  as  the  crops  turn  out,  and  it 
sells,  per  rotolo  of  720  drachms,  equal  to  4  '^  lbs.  English,  or  rather  to 
the  exata  weight  of  720  dollars.  The  new  silk  comes  to  market  towards 
the  middle  or  end  of  June,  when  it  may  be  had  sometimes  of  better  quality 
and  at  more  reasonable  prices  than  afterwards,  but  always  for  ready  cash, 
never  in  barter  or  in  credit.  The  article  is  proi-Airable  all  the  year  round, 
but  gradually  in  less  quantity  after  the  month  of  October.    Our  sh\^p\\\^ 
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charges  on  silk  amount  to,  if  bought  cheap,  16  d  17  per  cent. ;  if  dear,  to 
14  d  13  per  cent. 

The  annexed  price  current  of  our  principal  import  and  export  article?, 
jand  the  course  of  coins,  may  give  an  idea  of  the  present  state  of  this  market. 

J.  CHASSEAUD, 
United  StcUes  Consular  Agent, 

Price  current,  Beyrouth  March  20,  1832. 

IMPORtS. 

Coflfee,  West  India,  Martinica,  and  St.  Domingo  12  piastres  a  14  per  oke. 
Sugar,  crushed  or  powdered  white        -            -      3J      "  " 

Sugar,  double  refined  loaf        -  .  -        4      "  " 

Pepper  -  -  -  -  -        4      »'    a    4J    " 

Pimento  -----  u  a 

Logwood  and  Campeachy        -  -  -        "  '•  per  208  okes. 

Cochineal        -  -  •  -  -  120      "        per  208  okes. 

Pernanibiico  wood       -  .  -  -  1,500      "  " 

Prints,  of  28 J  yards,  according  to  quality  and 

design  -  -  -    .         -  -      35  a  90  per  piece. 

JMuslins,  jackonets,  or  tanjeps,  of  20  yards  -  24  a  20  *' 
Plain  cambrics,fine  and  substantial,of 22  yards  f  20  a  40  " 
Maddapollanus  of  40  yards  f     -  -  -       77  a  80         '• 

Calicoesof  36  yards     -  .  -  -      64  '• 

Cotton  water  twist,  No.  20  and  30        -  -       15  per  oke. 

Lead  in  pigs    -       '     -  -  -  -        "  per  208  okes. 

Russian  bar  iron  -  .  .  .  250  per  167      *• 

Tin  in  bars      -  »-  -  -  -       lOa  lOiper  oko. 

Tin  plates         -  -  -  -  .  150a  155  per  box. 

Cloths,  Leipzig,  adapted  to  Turkey        -  -       32  a   30  per  pike.* 

Cloths,  French,  adapted  to  Turkey        ^  -      6|-  a    28      " 

Caps,  Tunis,  1st  quality  -  -  -  per  dozen. 

Caps,  Leghorn,  French,  and  Genoa  Luna     .     -      35  a  58  per  pike. 

Steel,  German,  in  tin'n  bars       ...  50O  per  208  okes. 

Brimstone,  roll  -  .  -  .  2OO  piasters,  per  208  okes. 

Copperas,  fine  green     -  -  -  -  180      "  " 

Paper,  Leghorn,  reale   -  -  -  -      90  a  95  per  ream. 

Paper,  Lei^horn,  fre  lune  -  -  -      27  a  30         " 


EXPORTS. 


Raw  silk,  white  -     130  a  140  piastres,  per  rotolo,  according  to  quality. 

Gall,  black      -  -1,100  "        per  180  okes.             " 

Gall,  mixed    -  -    750                                  " 

Madder  roots  -  -    500  «             208                      " 

Sheeps  wool,  washed  -    600  a  650  "  650  " 

Doubloons   •  -            -            -            -            -  -    275  piastres. 

Spanish  dollars  -            -            -            -            -  -       18| 

Imperial  dollars  -            -            -            .            .  -17^ 


*  The  pike  is  equal  to  abouc  27  inches  English.  g 
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Mall  mudies,  old  -  -  -  -  -  •      51ipiaEtres. 

Mahinudies,  new  ---..-      47^ 

Gazi,  or  hairy '  -  -  -  -  -  -      43 

Venetian  seheen  ---...      39|.  a  40 

Dntch  seheen  -  -  -  -  -  -      39i 

Adches,  old  ...... 

Adcbes,  new  ---.-- 


[extracts.] 

Constantinople  June  23,  1S32. 

Sir:*  *♦  ♦  *  *  •  * 

My  former  communications  will  have  informed  yon  of  our  excellent 
standing  with  the  Porle,  and  with  the  removal  of  all  difficulties  to  a  free 
passage  for  our  vessels  to  the  Black  sea,  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favored 
nations. 

The  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  duties  is  still  claimed^  but  as  the  French 
treaty  has  expired,  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  agitate  the  matter  now,  as 
lam  fully  pursuaded  that  we  stand  on  terms  as  favorable,  if  not  more  so, 
than  any  other  nation,  our  imports  being  principally  colonial,  the  establish- 
ed duties  on  which  are  irifling,  when  compared  with  those  paid  on  articles 
imported  from  Europe. 

For  example:  The  fixed  duty  on  coffee  is  4  aspers  peroke,  the  actua. 
value  of  which  is  1,200  {ispers,  which,  at  a  duty  of  3  per  cent.,  would  amount 
to  36  aspers. 

The  fixed  duty  on  powered  sugar  is  210  aspers  per  cwt.;  the  actual  value 
is  1,800  aspers,  which,  at  3  per  cent.,  is  540,  aspers ;  domestic  cottons  per 
piece  SO  a?pers,  actual  value  720  aspers,  at  3  per  cent,  the  duty  would  be 
216. 

The  extra  duty  on  an  oke  of  coffee  would  be,  at  the  full  value,  5  aspers 
and  40  hundredths.  The  oke  is  2J  pounds.  Three  aspyers  make  one  para, 
40  paras  make  one  piastre,  and  18  piastres  make  one  dollar  as  th^  duty 
established  on  coffee.  The  extra  duty,  is  so  small  that  it  could  scarcely  be 
calculated  on  the  oke.  It  is  the  opinion  of  our  most  intelligent  merchants, 
that  the  formation  of  a  tariflf  onofht  not  to  be  risked,  as  they  feel  confident 
that  no  change  could  be  possibly  made  for  the  better,  and  there  would  be 
great  risk  of  changing  for  the  worse.  Were  duties  of  3  per  cent,  paid  on 
one-half  the  actual  value  of  the  articles  enumerated,  we  should  then  pay 
nearly  double  the  duties  paid  by  England,  France,  Austria,  ckc,  (fee,  and 
soooewhat  more  than  is  paid  by  the  Rayahs  of  the  empire,  or  those  who 
pay  the  capitation  tax,  (such  as  Greeks  and  Armenians,)  which  would  destroy 
all  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  treaty.  There  is  no  part  of  the 
world  where  duties  are  so  low,  and  the  extra  duties  on  the  tariff  are  of  so 
little  importance  that  the  consignees,  as  they  imform  me,  sometimes  pay 
the  extra  duty  without  charging  it  to  the  owners ;  therefore  there  can  be  no 
other  motive  for  our  urging:  the  Turkish  Government  to  relinquish  their 
demand,  but  a  feeling  of  pride  which  it  cannot  estimate,  or  an  apprehension 
of  degradation  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations,  on  a  subject  of  which  they  are 

ignorant. 
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Although  the  French  treaty  has  expired,  the  duties  are  still  paid  on  the 
old  tarifT,  and  until  that  is  changed,  I  think  it  advisable  not  to  give  the 
least  countenance  to  the  proposition  for  a  tariff,  on  our.part^;  for  their  only 
object  is  to  exact  from  us  higher  duties,  as  a  pretext  for  demanding  the 
same  from  other  nations.    As  the  duties  are  paid  now  they  scarcely  exceed 

4  per  cent,  and  certainly  do  not  amount  to  2.        *  *  *  ^ 

#  «•  «•  •'•  •  •  • 

Respecting  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty.  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  con- 
sider the  question  settled  by  the  permission  of  two  of  our  merchant  ves- 
sels to  pass  the  Bosphorus,  one  of  which  returned  with  a  load  of  wheat 
from  Odessa ;  her  firman  to  pass  the  ^Dardanelles  was  issued,  in  anticipation, 
one  week  before  her  return  from  Odessa.  The  question  having  thus  been 
settled,  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  diflSiculty  on  the  subject  can  hereafter 
arise.    If  any  should  be  made,  they  will  be  met  with  firmness. 

A  coinmunicatioti  accompanying  this  will  inform  you  how  very  difficult 
it  is  to  obtain  information  respecting  die  commerce  of  the  Asiatic  ports  of 
the  Black  sea,  and  the  interior.  The  remedy  1  propose  is  the  only  one 
that  can  be  adopted  whereby  the  wishes  of  the  Government  on  the  subject 
can  be  satisfied. 

The  wheat  carrying  trade  from  Odessa  gives  employment  to  vast  num* 

bers  of  veissels  of  all  nations. 

•  •«  *  «  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  E.  Livingston, 

Si*cret(xry  of  State. 


Constantinople,  June  23,  1832. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  re- 
ceived from  our  consular  agent  at  Alexandria. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
IJon.  Edward  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[extract.] 

Alexandria,  May  22,  1832. 

Sir:  *  ♦  *  *  *  ♦  • 

As  to  trade,  I  see  little  probability  of  a  regular  current  of  intercourse,  since 
there  is  no  article  of  bulk  which  either  country  wants  from  the  other.  If, 
however,  tfae  cotton  manufactures  of  the  United  Stales  can  be  brought  inio 
competition  at  Malta  with  those  of  Great  Britain,  (which  I  am  assured  is 
the  case,)  perhaps  the  expedient  could  not  fail  here.  We  have  drugs  in 
abundance  that  would  serve  for  returns,  unless  a  preference  should  be  given 
to  specie  or  bills  of  Europe. 

In  case  of  a  war  affecting  the  flags  at  present  most  accredited  in  the 
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Mediterranean,  it  seemis  evident  that  the  shipping  of  the  United  States 

mi^ht  enter  for  a  large  portion  of  the  carryins:  ^^^^  ol  this  port. 
•  •  •  #♦  •  •* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GLIDDON,  U.  S.  Consular  Ag^t. 
To  his  excellency  Com.  DAViD  Porter, 

American  Char^i  ^ Affairs^  4*c^  Constantitwple, 


CoNSTANTiNOPi,B,  June  24, 1832. 

Sir  :  As  merchants  certainly  ought  to  know  their  own  interests,  and  as 
no  one  is  more  capable  of  giving  an  opinion  on  our  commercial  interests 
with  this  country  than  Mr.  CWfley,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  said  on  the 
subject  of  a  tariff,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  an  extract  from  a  communica- 
tion made  by  him  to  me  on  the  19th  of  Decejad)er,  1831. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  POKTEB, 
Hon.  Edward  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[extract.] 

It  is  reported  here  that  the  Reis  Effendi  has  said  that  a  separate  tariff 
must  be  negotiated  for  the  Americans.  This  I  most  sincerely  hope  you 
may  be  able  successfully  to  resist.  We  are  to  pay  duties  as  the  most  fa- 
vored nations.  We  have  only  to  determine  what  that  is,  and  pay  it. 
Nothing  is  said  in  our  treaty  of  three  per  cent.,  ami  no  doubt  the  Belikdji 
Kfiendi  regrets  that  it  does  not.  If  on  a  valuation  means  tliree  per  cent,  on 
the  same  valuation^  then  it  is  only  necessary  to  copy  the  French,  English, 
Austrian,  Sardinian,  and,  I  believe,  any  tariff,  except  the  Russian.  That, 
also,  on  the  same  terms,  that  is,  without  paying  any  bedeats  on  other  du- 
ties, would  be  equally  favorable.  This,  however,  even  the  Russians  find 
it  difficult  to  enforce,  as  they  cannot  well  prevent  the  Turks  making  their 
subjects,  when  either  purchasers  or  sellers,  pay ;  and,  of  course,  they  avoid 
trading  with  a  Russian  subject.  This  is  not,  however,  what  the  Porte 
wish.  They  want  us  to  bear  a  certain  kind  of  odium  attached  to  the  pay- 
EDeut  of  high  duties,  in  the  first  place,  so  as  to  lead  more  easily  to  the  aug- 
uentation  of  other  tariffs.  If  they  could  induce  you  once  to  consent  to 
he  negotiation  of  a  new  tariff^  on  the  basis  of  three  per  cent,  on  a  valua- 
ion,  the  inevitable  consequence,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  infraction  of 
hat  essential  article  in  the  treaty  which  stipulates  tliat  we  shall  pay  the 
ame  duties  as  are  paid  by  the  most  favored  nations ;  a  term  freely  used  in 
Jl  treaties  with  the  Porte,  and  almost  understood  to  mean  nothing.  My 
legotiation  with  the  Porte  was  broken  off  by  me  on  the  proposition  of  the 
Jeis  Effendi  that  he  was  ready  that  day  to  sign  a  treaty  with  me,  if  I  would 
igrrec  to  pay  five  per  cent,  duties,  (but  "on  the  valuation  of  the  French  ta- 
*iff,  which  in  no  case  would  amount  to  three  percent,  on  the  current  value,) 
>r,  that  I  would  consent  to  suspeud  the  negotiations  during  the  Ramizau, 
le  would  then  see  what  better  could  be  done  ;  to  neither  of  which  propo- 
rtions did  I  think  it  proper  to  assent.  It  would  now  be  mortifying  and 
Wghly  disadvantageous  to  iis,  in  every  and  all  points  of  view,  to  see  them 
It  last  succeed  in  obtaining  such  a  concession  irom  us. 
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The  custom  duties  on  a  few  articles  of  particular  interest  to  us  are  as  fol 
lows  : 


Coflfee,  4  aspers  per  oke 

Powdered  sugars,  210  "      per  kintal 

Domestic  cottons,  80  " 

Opium,  66  " 

Fi^,  45 

Raisins,  58 

Wool,  40  « 


(I 


per  piece 
per  oke 
per  kintal 

do. 

do. 


Present  value  of  3  per 
cent,  actual  value. 

-  1.200  aspers. 
.  18,000 

-  7,200 

-  14,400 

-  4,800 
.    4,800 

-  19,200 


Duty. 

540  aspers. 

216 

432 

144 

144 

576 


French  tarifl,   503 


69,800 


1,888 


If  in  the  negotiation  of  a  tariff  the  Porte  were  content  to  accept  of  one- 
half  the  value,  and  which  is  by  no  means  probable,  but  even  under  that 
supposition,  Americans,  so  far  from  enjoying  the  rights  of  their  treaty, 
would  have  to  pay  (a  small  fraction  less)  double  the  duties'  paid  by  the 
French,  English,  Austrians,  Sardinians,  Neapolitans,  Swedes,  Danes,  and 
that  class  of  their  subjects  called  Barractians,  and  somewhat  more  than 
their  Rayahs  ;  such  an  agreement  on  your  part  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
equivalent  to  a  new  negotiation,  which  would  destroy  the  little  advantages 
which  appear  likely  to  result  from  the  little  one.  Certainly  the  whole  ef- 
fect x>i  that  article  which  stipulates  that  we  are  to  pay  diities.  as  the  most 
favored  nation  would  entirely  be  done  away  with,  and,  in  the  estimation 
of  these  people,  we  should  be  but  one  remove  above  the  Rayahs.  That  you 
will  have  difficulties  on  this  subject,  it  is,  I  fear,  almost  certain  ;  and  it  is 
easy  to  see  the  sources  from  which  they  will  spring.  In  all  our  affairs  at 
Constantinople,  there  have  been,  I  believe,  frequent  departures  from  the  an- 
cient routine  and  usages  of  that  court.  In  ray  opinion,  they  ought  now  to 
be  continued  in.  You  have  not  the, means  to  force  them  to  observe  their 
treaties,  nor  have  they  the  means  to  force  you  to  agree  to  their  attiempts 
at  changing  them. 


Constantinople,  JuIj/  24,  1832. 

Sir  :  Accompanying  this  you  will  receive  a  report  of  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  vessels  at  and  from  this  place,  and  some  particulars  resi^cfinf 
the  commerce  of  Turkey  aijd  the  Black  sea,  which  may  enable  you  to  form 
some  idea  of  the  immense  importance  of  the  trade  of  this  quarter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  E.  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  Slate, 


Constantinople,  Julj/  21,  1832. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter,  dated  the  2d  instant,  de- 
siring me  to  furnish  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  it 
possible  to  be  obtained,  information  of  the  number  of  vessels  of  the  differ- 
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ent  nations,  respectively,  which  have  entered  into  and  sailed  from  the  port 
of  Constantinople  during  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of  June  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  their  tonnage  and  cargoes,  and  the  actual  vahie  of  the  latter,  as 
well  as  a  statement  of  the  humter  of  vessels  which  have,  during  the  same 
period,  passed  to  and  from  the  Black  sea,  and  their  respective  nations. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  say,  that  the  information  it  will  be  in  my  power 
to  aflford  must,  of  necessity,  be  very  limited,  as,  from  the  nature  of  the  pub- 
lic offices  in  this  country,  it  is  difficult  to  approach,  as  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  attain  the  truth  without  going  to  considerable  expense.  You  are 
aware  that,  when  vessels  arrive  in  this  port,  they  are  entered  in  a  very  loose 
way,  and  their  tonnage  is,  therefore,  known  only  at  the  cancellerias,  or  con- 
sulates of  the  nations  to  which  they  belong,  whilst  their  cargoes  are  never 
known  exactly  but  at  the  customhouse.  All  I  have  consequently  been 
able  to  collect,  without  going  to  expense,  I  now  lay  before  you  in  the  en- 
closed lists,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that,  during  the  three  months  end- 
ing 30lh  of  June,  there  entered  inio  the  port  of  Constantinople,  through 
the  Dardanelles,  939  foreign  vessels,  of  which  342  had  cargoes  majtly  for 
this  place,  and  597  were  in  ballast  proceeding  nearly  all  to  the  Black  sea ; 
and  there  arrived  from  the  Black  sea,  during  the  same  space  of  time,  477 
vessels,  of  which  392  were  loaded  with  wheat ;  24  with  barley  ;  16  with 
oats;  3  with  tallow;  3  with  salt;  31  with  sundry  merchandise;  and  8 
were  in  ballast.  Nearly  all  ihese  vessels  proceed  to  the  Archipelago,  Medi- 
terranean, England,  (fee. ;  and  only  a  few,  loaded  with  inferior  grain  and 
Black  sea  produce,  remain  at  Constantinople.  The  tonnage  of  the  vessels 
that  frequent  the  Black  sea  may,  1  think,  be  estimated  on  an  average  at  200 
tons,  many  of  them  being  large  carrying  ships.  The  departures  may  be 
ascertained  readily  at  the  Porte  from  the  number  of  firmans  which  have 
bcien  delivered  to  the  different  embassies  and  missions.  I  give  you,  enclosed, 
fi  list  compiled  from  the  printed  note  of  shipping  is:sued  every  few  days, 
but  have  strong  reason  to  doubt  its  corrcctnoss,  though  it  may  be  pretty 
nearly  exact.  It  pretends  to  give  notice  of  all  departures,  whether  the  ves- 
sels come  from  the  Black  sea  or  proceed  only  from  this  place.  At  the  dif- 
ferent cancellerias  and  consulates  the  manifests  of  cargoes  are  retained,  and 
by  employing  some  one  who  has  access  to  such  records  they  might  be  easi- 
ly coUected ;  or,  at  the  custom-house,  a  list  might  perhaps  be  procured 
equally  correct  in  point  of  quantities  of  packages  and  more  so  as  to  the 
contents.  To  obtain  a  perfect  note  would,  I  repeat,  require  expense,  and 
I  may  add  considerable  time.  In  regard  to  tlie  produce  shipped  from 
hence^it  is  generally  so  valuable  that  very  few  vessels  ate  loaded  with  it.  It 
consists  for  the  most  part  of  opium,  silk,  otto  of  roses,  mohair  yarn,  goats' 
wool,  gall  nuts,  hare  skins,  yellow  wax,  <kc.,  mostly  articles  occupying  but 
small  space,  whilst  boxwood,  wool,  and  filberts,  which  are  quite  the  contra- 
ry, are  shipped  chiefly  with  a  view  to  fiUing  up.  Formerly  hides  in  great 
abundance  were  shipped,  but  they  are  now  dearer  here  than  in  most  other 
countries.  Nearly  all  other  goods,  shipped  from  hence,  are  the  prodtice  Of 
Russia  and  the.countries  bordering  on  the  Black  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect  and  consid- 
eration, 

WM.  CHURCHILL, 
Consular  agent  of  the  United  States. 

Commodore  David  Portkb, 

Charge  (T Affaires  of  the  United  States^  ^c. 
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[extract.] 

CONSTANTITJOPLE,  Augusl  18,  1832. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copy  and  translatiftn  of  a  note 
from  his  excellency  the  Beis  Effendi  respecting  the  abolition  of  the  fifieen 
per  cent.  duty.  •  *  •  *  *  •  ♦ 

I  have  the^oiK^r  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  Edwjlrd  Livingston,  Searctary  of  StcUe. 


Translation  of  a  note  in  Turkish^  addressed  by  his  excellency  the  Jieis 
Effendi  to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States. 

Before  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Sublime  Porte,  American  merchants  paid  duties  upon  fnerchandise 
and  articles  imported  by  them  according  to  the  French  tariff,  with  an  addi- 
tional discriminating  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent.  A  treaty,  required  by  friend- 
ship and  commerce,  was  lately  concluded  between  the  two  powers ;  after 
which,  the  duties  still  being  paid  according  to  the  French  tariff,  with  the 
additional  fifteen  per  cent.,  our  friend,  the  honorable  charge  d'affaires,  in 
his  ^aiiM  presented  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  representing  the  subject  of  the 
additional  duty,  has  demanded  that  it  be  abolished.  Although  until  now 
a  particular  tariff  has  not  been  agreed  upon  and  arranged  between  the  two 
powers,  and  therefore  the  additional  duty  heretofore  paid  has  contiqned  to 
be  exacted,  yet,  in  consideration  of  the  treaty  of  friendship  and  the  bonds 
of  good  intelligence  which  unite  the  two  Governments,  the  said  additional 
duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  shall  be  abolished  from  this  date,  the  18  of  the 
Moon  Rebli  ul  Ervel,  and  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  1248,  corresponding 
with  the  15th*  of  August,  1832,  of  the  Christian  era.  Duties,  hereafter 
required  to  be  paid  by  American  merchants,  shall  be  levied  according  to 
the  French  tariff,  without  any  additional  duty. 

An  imperial  firman,  dearly  expressed,  upon  special  paper,  has,  for  this 
object,  been  issued  to  the  kummok'emifiij  (chief  collector  of  tiic  customs.) 

This  note  is  addressed  to  our  friend  the  chaise  d'affaires,  to  inform  hiiD 
of  the  preceding  disposition. 

KHADI  KENI,  of  ConstantiNopU. 

August  16, 1832. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  tratislation. 

WILLIAM  B.  HODGSON, 
First  Drogoman^  CT.  iS".  Legation^  CotistantinopU* 

,     ♦  In  the  original,  the  date  is  the  3d  of  August,  old  style. 
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[extract.] 

CoKaTANTiKOPLE,  Septtmb^  II,  1832. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copy  of  a  higfily  interesting 
communication  from  our  agent  at  Salonica,  on  the  commerce  of  that  place, 
and  two  bulletins  from  Egypt. 

•  •  «  •  •  «•  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  POHTEIL 
Hon.  E.  Livingston, 

Secretary  ^  Slate. 


SjkhovlCAi  August  28,  lSi2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  a  r^xnrt  of  the  pttMent  state 
of  trade  at  this  place,  founded  upon  the  best  ibifoTnaation!  I  could  procure 
throoj^h  the  most  respectable  channels,  and  which  I  have  ove^y  reason  to 
beUeve  correct,  from  the  experience  derived  from  tite  last  two  ye$»t  estab* 
lishment  of  my  house  as  general  commission  agents  at  Salonioa^ 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  forward  a  six-monthly  report  of  foreign  arrivals^  and 
departures,  namely,  from  the  1st  January  to  the  30th  June,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  ascertained  on  reference  to  the  European  consulates' and  to  regis- 
ters of  the  Turkish  custom-house.    * 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  you  my  resjfMSOtiul  and  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  firman,  received  through  Mr.  ChuTchilt,  cotifirtmng 
mynommation  as  conmiercial  and  consular  agent  of  tb^  United  States, 
and  I  allow  myself  to  indulge  in  the  hope  that  the  Amorioaii  Ooverntnent 
may  hereafter  be  pleased  to  name  full  consul)  witha  smalLsttteyfMffifekM 
to  pay  expenses  of  flag,  janissary,  uniform,  cancellory  and  drogoniM  j  in  ordel* 
to  place  me  on  an  exact  footing  with  other  foreign  itepresesMives  here, 
who  enjoy  great  consideration  with  the  Turkish  local  avtbdrilieaiin  being 
consak,  and  supporting  an  appearance,  on  vaits  of  cefemony^  many  of 
them  indispensable,  and  some  of  them  occasionaUy  of  iimiortftiioe  in  com- 
mercial and  consular  afiairs,  the  Turks  paying  much  deference  to  outward 
show  of  gold  lace  and  a  cooked  hat^  which  alone  often  tMrntflate  a^  difficult 
qnestkin,  or  obtain:  affaifbrrtbat  would  otibmvise  be  tefiisedfrom  requiring 
eitfier  in  a  pkdadre^ 

You  will  pleaiseto  obsewis  that,  in  the  repmrt  of  the  aorritals  an^'def^trturee 
of  Ibiejgnr  veaseia,  a amall  amoontof  the  exports  and  impbrta  appears  as  cofti- 
pared  with  what  I  alaiiad  to  be  the  annual  value.  This  will  be  accounted 
for  in  the  almost  daily  arrivals  and  departures  of  country  vessels  for  Smyrna, 
Constantinople,  and  Syra,  all  of;tbemibriiigiiig  colonials  and  manufactures, 
and  several  of  them  returning  with  produce  for  reshipment  (at  Smjrma  par- 
ticularly) for  the  United  States  and  England,  as  well  as  for  France  and 
Itidy. 

TopiOT^  fhialhw^Uai^  tovtato^  t^  within  the  r  l«it^  thiitjnd^th^se 
oonntry  vesaetsrhftirenboougiail^M 

30  chests  indig;o. 

70  bofesmanuiiclfired  cotton  igoods^: 
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100  puncheons  and  thirty  barrels  rum. 
60  serrons  cochineal. 
180  boxes  Havana  and  East  India  sugar. 

400  kintals  flat  bar  iron,  together  with  some  tin  bars,  tin  plates,  Brazil  and 
logwood,  and  East  India  piece  ^oods. 

A  vessel  coming  from  the  United  States  with  an  assorted  cargo  for  sale 
at  Salonica,  consigned  to  my  firm,  ought  not  to  be  large,  say  150  to  200  tons 
burden  ;  and  the  shippers  should  be  informed  that  the  goods  could  only  be 
sold  to  a  small  extent  for  cash*;  the  remainder,  according  to  the  state  of  the 
market  at  the  time  of  arrival  and  the  nature  of  the  shipment,  might  be 
placed  against  bills  on  Constantinople,  at  par,  61  to  71  days  sight  for  colo- 
nials, and  120  to  150  days  for  cotton  goods.  A  general  cargo  every  tj^ree 
months  would,  for  the  present,  be  sufficient  direct  from  the  United  States, 
the  articles  to  be  composed  of  the  following  goods : 

1 5    tons  coffee. 

10    tons  fine  white  Havana  sugar. 
.    5    tons  good  yellow  do. 

3    tons  good  brown  East  India. 

1  ton  mie  East  India  indigo. 

2  tons  black  cochineal, 
i  ton  cloves. 

ton  pepper, 
ton  nutmegs, 
ton  ginger, 
ton  cassia  lignia. 
tons  Brazil  wood, 
tons  logwood, 
tons  St.  Martha, 
small  thirty  gallon  barrels  rum. 
pieces  ordmary  basting, 
pieces  low  calicoes, 
pipces  hum  hums* . 
pieces  brown  long  cloth, 
pieces  white  glazed  do. 
600    pieces,  sapaples,  of  printed  calicoes. 

5    barrels  tin  bars. 
This,  I  conceive  to  be  so  far  from  an  exaggerated  statement,  that  probably 
it  might  be  doubled,  but  as  business  direct  from  the  United  States  to  this 
place  has  never  yet  been  transacted,  I  have  considered  it  more  prudent  to 
give  a  minimum  rather  than  a  maximum  of  what  could  be  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  very  humble  servant, 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

IMPORT  MARKET. 

Coffee. 

Annual  consumption,  500  tons;  present  price  800  piastres  100  ekes.  An 
ordinary  clean  quality  is  more  current  of  sale  than  a  better  description,  the 
latter  seldom  finding  remunerating  terms.  The  article  is  always  in  demand) 
although  the  recent  fluctuation  of  it,  as  well  in  Turkey  as  in  other  places 
of  exportation,  do  not  afford  a  basis  tipon  which  future  prices  can  be 
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founded ;  they  may,  however,  always  be  calculated  10  per  cent,  higher  than 
at  other  Turkish  markets,  when  supplies  are  regularly  furnished, 

iSugar. 

» 
Annual  consumption  is,  for  fine  white  Havana,       1st    -  -  150  tons.. 

Yellow  and  brown,  do..       -            -  -            2d    -            -    80 

Fine  white,  E.  I.    -            -            -  -            3d    -            -  120 

Yellow  brown,  do.  -            -            -  -            4tli  -            -    50 

Present  price,  1st  description,          -  -            -              195  P.  kintal. 

2d        do.     -            -  .            -              150 
3d        do.     -            -  .            -              190 
4th       do.     .            -  -            -               140 
The  demand  for  sugars  is  greatest  from  April  to  June  for  making  sweet- 
meats, particularly  for  the  lowqualities.  The  finer  kind  is  saleable  generally 
at  all  tiaies,  and  to  solid  dealers.  . 

Indigo. 

Annual  consumption,  150  chests;  present  price,  [$65  per  oke.  The 
least  demand  exists  during  winter.  A  good  quality  only  is  current,  and  the 
colors  preferred  are  violet  and  deep  blue,  light  of  weight,  and  of  large 
pieces.  The  stock  on  hand  just  now  is  heavy,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
of  a  very  low  description,  lor  which  no  ofiers  whatever  are  made. 

Cochineal, 

Annual  consumption,  13  tons  ;  present  price  $116  per  oke.  This  article, 
like  indigo,  is  most  in  favor  during  springy,  slimmer,  and  autumn,  and 
clean  black  quality  is  the  only  description  saleable. 

Cloves, 

Annual  consumption,  6  tons ;  present  price,  $10^  per  oke.  Winter  and 
spring  are  the  best  periods  for  receivng  this  article,  which  ought  to  be  fresh, 
and  free  from  dost,  in  order  to  command  a  ready  sale. 

Pepper. 

Annual  consumption,  10  tons ;  present  price,  $4^  per  oke.  Saleable  as 
in  the  instance  of  cloves.    The  berry  should  be  round  and  fresh. 

Nutmegs. 

Annual  consumption,  3  tons  ;  present  price,  —  per  oke ;  period  of  sale 
daring  winter  and  spring ;  should  be  clean  and  pf  sound  quality. 

Ginger. 

Annual  consumption,  3  tons;  present  price,  $145  per  kintal.  The 
quality  most  preferred  is  a  deep  yellow,  approaching  to  orange,  and  ought 
to  be  fresh  and  free  from  dust.     . 
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Cassia  l%^ia^ 

Annual  consumption,  5  torts  ;  present  price,  $10 J  per  oke.  This  article 
is  most  liked  when  packed  in  small  cases  fresh,  sound  and  free  from  dust. 

Dye  vrodds. 

Brazil,  annual  consumption        ^  -  -  .  -  100  tons. 

Logwood,  do.     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  200  do. 

Santa  Martha,  do.  -  -  -  -  -  -    60  do. 

Present  price  of  Brazil   -  -  -  -  -    $250  per  kintal. 

Logwood,  do.    --  -  -  -  -^  -        42      do. 

Santa  Martha    -  -  -  -  •  -        80      do. 

These  woods,  to  find  a  r^dy  sale,  should  be  fi'esh  and  sonnd,  of  mid- 
dling quality,  and  equal  odor,  Brazil  wood  being  the  most  wanted  fot  ex- 
pensive  dying.  Santa  Martha  is  not  so  much  in  request,  except  When  the 
Brazil  is  scarce. 

Rum, 

Annual  conslirti^on,  20,000  gallotts ;  present  price  per  gallon  of  1,000 
dr.  $rf  toTJ.  In  order  to  command  th6  market,  rum  should  be  darkly 
colored;  of  a  clear  bright  tint ;  the  only  quality  liked  in  New  England ; 
the  stronger  the  better.  The  prevlalettce  among  the ^Purks  for  this  s^rit 
may  soon  considerably  increase  the  quantity  now  used. 

Manufactures. 

Prece  goods,  annual  cohsiimption. 

Baftaes  ords.,  5,000  pieces  -            -           -           -  12  jrards  by  44 

Calicoes  low,  8,000  pieces  -            -            -            -  18    «        "64 

Hum  hums,   1,000  pieces  -            -           -            -  12J  "        «  64 

Long  cloths,  browuy  10,000  pieces  -           -           -  40    "        "  64 

Dor  glazed,  white,  ordinary,  5,000  pieces  -           -  40    <<        "  64 

Present  prices  for  the  boftaes           -            ...  .        $18  pece. 

Calicoes     -            -            .            -            .            -  -          25    do. 

Hum  hums            -           -           -           -           -  -          40    do. 

Long  cloths,  brown            -            -            -           -  -          75    do,     , 

Do.    glazed,  white            -            -            -            '  *          65    do. 
The  demand  for  these  article  is  steady,  particularly  for  baftaes,  low, 

cheap  calicoes,  brown  long  cloths,  and  white  glazed  ditto,  and  the  consump- 
tion of  them  likely  to  increase  considerably,  m  consequence  of  their  being 
perfectly  adapted  for  the  wants  of  the  place. 

BXPOET  MARSil^T. 

« 

Sheepsf  wooU 

Annual  a;7erage  produce  600  to  700  tons,  pricey  first  cost,  in  1831)  1272 
per  oke. 

The  season  for  receiving  comtnwc^  in  Aj^ril.  In  thid  iUbntbs  of  Ifo- 
vember^  Decemberi  and  January^  the  shepherds  bting  tteir  flocks  firomlh^ 
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mountains  to  feed  in  the  plains  near  the  town,  and  then  make  contracts 
with  purchasers  who  advance  them  from  25  to  30  per  cent,  upon  the  prob- 
able quantity  lively  to  be  produced.  Of  late,  the  prices  offered  by  the  agents 
of  the  Turkish  Government  have^een  so  very  low  that  the  shepherds,  find- 
iao:  a  better  market  elsewhere,  do  not  so  frequently  appear  in  the  vicinity 
of  Salonica.  Last  year  they  were  forced  to  sell  their  fleeces  at  60  paras  the 
oke  to  Government,  whilst  merchants  would  have  given  90.  The  present 
year,  80  paras  were  given  by  the  Turkish  agents,  although  purchasers 
would  have  readily  paid  100.  These  arbitrary  measures  have  had  the 
natural  effect  of  diminishing  the  quantity  received  by  the  agents  to  90,000 
okes  instead  of  600,000. 

Jt  is,  however,  to  be  hoped  that  the  Porte  may  in  future  do  away  with  the 
present  pernicious  system  pursued  of  monopolizing,  the  produce  of  the 
laboring  classes,  at  prices  which  barely  pay  the  expense  of  cultivating. 
If  the  wool  trade  were  left  open,  and  free  of  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  the 
article  would  again  resume  its  former  situation,  and,  with  a  little  encourage- 
ment, also  sincere,  in  extent. 

Lamb  skins. 

Average  annual  produce  80,000,  price',  present  season,  $2  per  skin ;  pe- 
riod of  receiving,  from  March  to  May.  This  article  is  prepared  for  ship- 
ping, being  previously  dipped  in  the  sea,  afterward^  salted,  and  then  dried. 

Hare  skins. 

Average  annual  produce  100,000 ;  price  last  season,  $2L  50  per  skin. 
Time  of  receiving,  November  to  March ;  rather  inferior  in  softness  to  those 
of  Asia  Minor,  but  of  a  larger  size. 

Hides. 

Ox,  p.  70  ;  cow,  p.  45  ;  calf,  p.  30;  buffalo,  p.  90.  The  quantity  fur- 
nished is  considerable,  particularly  during  winter  and  spring ;  but  being 
invariably  dried,  (no  salt  being  produced  in  the  country,)  they  are  seldom 
exported,  except  lor  Smyrna  and  the  Archipelago. 

Spojiges.  , 

Average  annual  produce  20,000  okes,  prices  according  to  quality,  p.  10 
to  40  per  oke.  This  article  seldom  comes  direct  to  Salonica  for  sale.  It  is 
fished  in  the  gulfs  of  Mount  Athos  and  Contessa  during  summer  and  early 
in  autumn.  The  manner  used  here  for  procuring  these  sponges  is  in 
making  a  contract  with,  and  giving  advances  to  the  owners  of  the  fishing 
boats,  who  engage  to  deliver  the  quantity  they  may  procure,  with  the  con- 
dition that  the  quahty  is  approved  of 

Beeswax — yellow. 

Average  annual  produce  40,000  okes ;  prices  of  last  year,  p.  13  per  oke ; 
deliveries  commence  in  September  and  contir^ue  until  December.  The 
quality  is  good,  and  well  prepared. 
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Dried  prunes. 

Average  prodace  yearly,  20,000  okes ;  last  year's  prices,  50  paras  per 
oke  ;  seasons  of  delivery  in  town  from  Odiober  to  December.  The  quality 
is  superior,  and  it  keeps  sound  for  many  months,  when  well  packed.  This 
fruit  is  fi^enerally  consumed  on  the  place  or  at  Smyrna,  and  sometimes 
shipped  for  America,  where  it  arrives  in  sound  condition. 

Filberts. 

Yearly  average  produce,  200,000  okes ;  present  price,  65  to  70  paras 
per  oke. 

The  season  of  receiving  filberts  at  Mount  Athos,  the  place  of  produce, 
and  of  shipping,  commences  the  latter  end  of  August.  Advances  are  always 
made  to  the  extent  of  30  to  40  per  cent.,  during  April,  May,  and  June, 
when  contracts  are  made,  without,  however,  specifying  either  quantity  or 
price,  both  depending  upon  a  good  or  bad  season.  Last  year,  the  produce 
exceeded  300,000  okes  ;  the  present  will  not,  it  is  reported,  furnish  more 
than  a  quarter  of  that  quantity. 

Walnuts. 

Annual  average  produce,  125.000  okes  ;  last  year's  prices  40  to  45  paras 
per  oke.  Season  of  produce  from  September  to  November.  Both  filberts 
and  walnuts  are  of  good  quality,  and  keep  sound  for  a  considerable  time, 
which  is  not  the  case  with  similar  articles  produced  in  other  parts  of  Tur- 
key, in  the  vicinity  of  the  Black  sea,  which  latter  furnishes  largely,  but 
generally  for  home  consumption,  on  account  of  inferior  quality. 

Raw  silk. 

Annual  average  produce,  as  regards  receipts  at  Salonica,  as  follows  : 

Fine  imitation,  Piedmontese  -  -  -  -  .    5,000  okes. 

Second  imitation,  Piedmontese  -  -  -        ,    .  10,000     " 

Third  imitation,  Piedmontese  -  .  .  .    5,000     " 

Season  of  delivery  from  the  country,  and  in  working  in  town,  from  June 
to  October.    Prices  current  present  season  : 

For  Piedmontese  -  -  -  -  ^       -  132  paras  per  oke. 

First  quality,  village      -  -  -  -  -110 

Second  quality,  village  -  -  -  -  -    90 

Third  quality  village     -  -  -  -  -    80 

Generally  the  imitation  of  Piedmont  silk  is  that  exported,  sometimes  the 
first  and  second  quality  of  the  village  production  also;  but  the  latter,  as 
well  as  the  third  quality,  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  country,  to  Smyrna,  and 
to  Greece,  for  the  purpose  of  being  manufactured,  mixed  with  cotton  twist, 
into  different  kinds  of  stuflfe  worn  by  the  inhabitants.  Those  who  work 
the  cocoon  in  town,  always  make  advances  to  the  villages  firom  October  to 
April,  of  30  to  40  per  cent.,  for  the  amount  of  the  cocoons  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced. This  produce  only  requires  encouragement  and  a  diminution  in 
taxes  to  be  increased  ten-fold,  and  to  become  an  article  of  great  importance. 


(C 


19  £  200  ] 

Wine. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  calcul^  the  extent  of  the  produce  of  this  article, 
but  it  may  be  estimated  at  from  10,000  to  20,000  tons  annually  ;  average 
price  15  to  20  paras  per  oke. 

The  country  being  particularly  favorable  for  cultivating  vines,  there  does 
not  appear  any  reason  for  supposing  that,  with  proper  care  and  manage- 
ment, the  wines  made  in  the  numerous  adjacent  villages  might  not  be  ren- 
dered fit  to  support  a  long  *sea-voyage,  in  giving  two  or  three  paras  more 
the  oke,  on  condition  that  no  water  should  be  mixed  with  the  grape.  The 
general  flavor  of  the  wine  made,  when  unadulterated  with  water  and  lime, 
resembles  port  or  strong  claret.  A  village,  distant  from  Salonica  about  30 
miles,  and  called  Nanste,  produces  a  limited  quantity  of  wine,  not  exceed- 
ing 100  tons,  of  a  very  superior  quality ;  but  the  producers,  from  the  scanti- 
ness of  the  crop  of  grapes,  generally  demand  from  50  to  60  paras  the  oke 
for  the  wine  they  produce,  and  even  then  mix  it  with  water,  otherwise  it 
would  be  fully  equal  to  the  best  Burgundy  in  flavor,  and  not  much  inferior 
to  port  m  strength.  By  giving  10  paras  more  per  oke  than  the  usual  price, 
this  taste  and  force  might  be  insured. 

Com. 

Wheat,  average  annual  produce  .  .  *  .  10,000  tons. 

Barley,  average  annual  produce  -  -  -  -    5,000    " 

Oats,  average  annual  produce  -  -  -  -    1,000    " 

Indian  corn,  average  annual  produce  -  -  -    5,000    '' 

Pres^it  price  of  wheat           -  -  -  -  p.55  per  kintal. 

Barley          -  -  -  -  26          « 

Oats             .  ^  .  .  24          « 

Indian  corn  -  -  -  30  " 

Season  of  produce  from  June  to  August.  The  wheat  is  composed  of 
hard  and  tender  quality,  fair  description,  though  not  very  clean.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  other  grains.  This  produce  is  mostly  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  opulent  Turkish  noblemen,  and  the  quarter  partis  generally 
required  for  Government,  but  a  considerable  quantity,  except  in  cases  of 
scarcity,  is  allowed  to  be  exported.  The  killo  of  Salonica  is  equal  in 
weight  to  four  killos  of  Constantinople. 

Timber, 

* 
Quantity  incalculable,  as  there  are  many  hundred  acres  of  fine  forest 
trees  (pine,  beech,  oakj  and  walnut)  still  untouched;  300  small  cargoes,  40 
to  50  tons  each,  are  generally  shipped  to  Smyrna,  fermi,  and  other  places, 
in  the  shape  of  staves,  for  fruit,  wine,  and  oil  barrels.  The  Pacha  of 
Egypt  sent  large  orders  here  to  buji  timber  for  ship-building;  and  if  the 
roads  were  gocxl,  the  finest  description  of  masts  and  spars,  large  enough  for 
a  three-decker,  could  be  procured  in  abundance  and  cheap. 

Conclusion. 

The  imports:  England  furnishes  yearly  directly,  but  generally  indirectly, 
500  tons  flat  bar  iron,  500  bales  water  twist,  1,000  bales  white  ,ixT\d  ^VwWftd. 
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cotton  goods,  300  tons  copperas,  10  tons  gun-powder,  50  tons  lead  sho(. 
3,000  okes  sal  ammoniac,  300  bariel  tin  bars,  600  boxes  tin  plates,  and 
occasionally  coffee,  sugars,  dye-woods,  cochineal,  indigo,  and  spices;  in 
return,  she  receives  the  greater  part  of  the  silk  produce,  and  a  portion  oi 
filberts,  cotton,  wool,  sponges,  hare  and  Iamb  skins,  bees-wax,  and  sheeps* 
wool. 

Salted  codfish  and  salmon,  as  well  as  other  descriptions  of  cheap  salted 
and  dried  fish,  are  largely  consumed  at  Salonica,  and  in  the  vicinity  ;  and 
the  fisheries  having,  of  late  years,  entirely  failed,  the  wants  of  the  place 
are  furnished  from  other  markets,  to  the  extent  of  500  tons  annually.         , 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

Salonica,  August  28.  1832. 


State  of  trade  at  SaJoJiica  in  1832. 

The  sales  of  imports  are  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  Jew  buyers^ 
who  have  been,  for  many  years,  accustomed  to  purchase  at  long  credits, 
accompanied  by  protracted  payments.  They  are.  however,  generally  solid, 
and  give  eight  to  twelve  per  cent,  higher  prices  than  can  be  procured  either 
at  Constantinople  or  Smyrna.  For  colonials,  the  credit  allowed  to  bazaar 
dealers  is  from  31  to  91  days,  and  sometimes  sales  in  them  are  made  agiainsf 
a  bill  on  Constantinople  for  61  to  91  days  sight.  For  manufactures  4  to  6 
months  credit  is  exacted.  No  exchange  for  bills  on  Europe  exists  at  Salo- 
nica, and  all  money,  as  well  as  bill  negotiations,  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Jew  bankers,  who  employ  their  surplus  capitals  in  purchasing  old  Turkish 
or  foreign  coins,  which  they  forward  to  their  agents  at  Constantinople,  and 
reimburse  themselves  afterwards  by  selling  their  bills  at  par  to  those  in 
want  of  paper  to  rfemit.  It  occasionally  happens  that  these  bankers  pur- 
chase at  their  own  risk,  for  solvency  of  the  debtors,  outstanding  bazaar 
bonds,  for  imports  sales,  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  per  month,  for  the  period 
the  bonds  may  have  to  run,  against  drafts  on  Constantinople  at  31  days 
sight.  A  safe  operation  thus  effected  would  result  in  an  immediate  remit- 
tance, by  a  one  month's  bill,  at  same  prices  as  at  Constantinople  or  Smyrna 
at  credit.  The  export  trade  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Turk  and  Greek 
cultivators,  who,  from  their  indigent  circumstances,  require  either  advances 
in  making  a  conditional  contract,  or  take  up  money  at  high  interest,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  prepare  their  harvests,  the  parties  so  advancing  or  lending  hav- 
ing the  preference  of  the  different  produce,  as  it  comes  to  market,  with  a 
deduction  for  interest  on  the  current  prices  paid  by  other  purchasers.  The 
only  opulent  cultivators  are  five  or  six  Beys,  or  native  princes,  who  pro- 
duce corn  and  cotton  wool,  and  do  not  require  advances.  It  happens, 
though  rarely,  that  a  small  barter  against  produce  (with  the  exception  ot 
grain)  is  made  in  taking  it  at  5  per  cent,  advance  upon  market  prices,  and 
by  giving  in  exchange  one-third  amount  in  outstanding  bazaar  bonds,  one- 
third  in  bills  at  31  days  sight,  and  the  balance  in  cash.  The  Jew  bankers 
never  allow  a  discount  agio  on  selling  their  paper,  and  invariably  demand 
2  per  cent,  discount  on  purchasing  the  paper  of  others ;  therefore,  in  giving 
an  order  to  buy  produce.  Turkish  firman  money  is  necessary  to  be  sent,  or 
else  Spanish  dollars. 
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The  trade  of  Saloi^ica  in  itself  is  considerable,  as  regards  the  daily  wants 
of  its  inhabitants,  computed  at  100,000,  and  composed  principally  of  Jews, 
estimated  at  50,0(K),  Turks  at  30,000,  and  Greeks,  including  the  few  Frank 
families,  at  20,000 ;  all  of  which,  more  or  less,  require  supplies  in  colonials, 
manufactures,  and  metals;  added  to  which  the  city  furnishes  a  large  por- 
tion of  goods  for  the  extensive  fijirs  of  Parlessi  in  July,  of  Lucca  in  J^o- 
vember,  and  of  Senes  in  February,  of  each  year,  and  all  sold  for  cash. 

In  1830,  the  imports  were  only  three  miUions  of  piasters,  and  the  exports 
halt  a  million.  In  1831,  the  former  exceeded  seven  millions,  and  the  latter 
one  million.  In  1832,  up  to  30tli  June,  the  customhouse  registers  showed 
the  imports  to  have  increased  to  nearly  six  millions,  and  the  exports  to  up- 
wards of  a  million  of  piasters. 

Supplies  in  colonials  and  manufactures  have  beert  furnished  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  through  indirect  channels,  at  heavy  additional  expenses  and 
with  much  delay,  from  Smyrna,  Constantinople,  Marseilles,  Leghorn,  Trieste, 
and  Venice.  Latterly,  as  respects  manufactures,  England  and  Syra  have  fur- 
nished the  greatest  part,  but  colonial  produce  continues  to  be  received  from 
second  and  third  hands,  whilst  it  could  be  imported  direct. 

The  progressively  increasing  trade  of  the  country  in  general,  but  parti- 
cularly as  relates  to  imports,  may  not  perhaps  be  undeserving  of  consider- 
ation at  the  present  period.  The  United  States  having  great  capital,  toge- 
ther with  extraordinary  commercial  enterprise,  no  country  coi;ld  probably 
employ  so  well  its  wealth  and  industry  in  monopolizing  that  part  of  the 
commerce  of  Salonica,  as  refers  to  imports,  in  colonials  and  cheap  white 
and  printed  cottons.  If  the  Porte  were  to  do  away  with  its  injurious  sys- 
tem of  throwing  every  possible  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  needy  culti- 
vators, and  diminish  the  heavy  taxes  imposed  upon  them,  the  export  trade 
might  be  very  much  extended,  considering  the  vast  quantity  of  fine  low 
laiSs  yet  uncultivated,  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  cheapness 
of  manual  labor,  and  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  to  cultivate,  if  only 
a  little  encouraged  by  exemption  from  insupportable  contributions  so  fre- 
quently levied  by  their  rapacious  and  tyrannical  Turkish  Agas,  and  other 
petty  governors,  who  endeavor  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the 
necessitous  farmer,  whose  subsistence  for  himself,  family,  and  laborers,  de- 
pends upon  the  reduction  he  may  be  able  to  effect  in  bargaining  for  the  taxes 
on  his  produce. 


[extract.] 

Constantinople,  October^  1832. 

Sir  :    *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

As  regards  the  enjoyment  of  the  full  advantage  of  the  treaty  to  the 
United  States,  I  think  I  can  venture  to  give  every  assurance  that  no  diffi- 
culty will  occur,  and  even  if,  contrary  to  all  expectations,  difficulties  should 
arise.  1  have  now  the  means  of  removing  them,  with  the  utmost  facility. 
1  know  well  the  persons  with  whom  I  have  to  deal,  and  I  know  the  chord 
which  will  produce  harmony.  The  affair  of  the  tariff  is  put  to  rest  until  we 
shall  think  proper  to  revive  it.  The  affair  of  consular  agents,  so  far  as  the 
employment  of  foreigners  is  concerned,  is  also  settled,  and  although  vessels 
of  the  United  States  have  only  gone  to  Odessa  for  freight,  with  wtviclv  \V\^^ 
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have  returned  through  the  Dardanelles,  for  the  Mediterruiean,  there  can- 
not be  a  doubt  now,  that  cargoes  of  every  description,  except  those  of  a 
prohibited  nature,  may  pass,  in  our  merchant  vessels,  io  ^nd  from  the  Black 
sea,  as  freely  as  in  those  of  any  other  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  ^rvant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon  E.  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[extract.] 

Gal  ATA,  November  11, 1832. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  our 
consular  agent  at  Salonica,  with  a  report  of  the  commerce  of  that  place, 
from  1st  of  July  to  the  30th  of  September,  of  this  year.* 

♦  ♦#■«♦♦*♦• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  Edward  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  State. 


P£RA,  January  12,  1833. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report,  from 
our  consular  agent  at  Canee,  in  the  island  of  Crete,  respecting  the  com- 
merce of  that  island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  E.  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Report  addressed  to  David  Porter^  Esq,,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  near  the  Sublime  Porte,  by  D,  Boiinal,  consular  agent  at  La 
Came,  island  of  Oandia. 

La  Canee,  December  \j  1832. 

Sir  :  La  Can4e  is  at  present  the  most  important  commercial  port  in  the 
island  of  Candia,  and  it  is  to  nature  alone  she  is  indebted  for  this  advan- 
tage, as  her  port  has  never  yet  been  encumbered  like  those  of  Candia  and 
Retino. 

This  port,  though  in  want  of  reparations  and  cleaning,  can  receive  sonie 
fifteen  vessels  of  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  eighty 
tons,  and  fifty  from  twenty  to  one  hundred.  It  has  also  the  advantage  of 
the  free  egress  of  oil  and  soap,  which  is  prohibited  at  Candia,  and  in  which 
Relino  eojoys  no  part,  her  harbor  being  too  shallow  for  large  vessels :  so 

♦  This  report  did  not  come  to  hand  with  the  despatch.  W.  S.  D. 
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that  vessels  destined  for  this  island  n  ecessarily  come  to  La  Canee,  where 
the  merchants  negotiate  for  the  cargoes  either  on  their  own  account  or  for 
those  of  Reiino  and  Candia.  When  the  wind  blows  hard,  and  the  sea 
rolls  high,  vessels  are  obliged  to  let  go  their  anchors  at  the  south,  where  is 
a  vast  and  excellent  harbor,  one  league  and  a  quarter  from  La  Canee. 

Soap  and  oil  are  the  most  important  articles  of  export  in  this  island.  Oil 
is  the  first  article,  and  bouglit  by  the  mistache.  There  are  5^  mistaches  of 
La  Canee,  or  5  of  Retino,  to  one  millezolle  of  Marseilles.  Soap  is  sold  by 
the  quintal,  which  is  equal  to  44  okes  of  Constantinople. 

I  have  the  honor  to  annex  herewith,  under  No.  1,  the  prices  of  these  two 
articles. 

The  crop  of  oil  has  succeeded  very  well  this  year,  without  being  very 
abandant,  and  can  be  calculated  to  offer  for  exportion  upwards  of  five 
hundred  thousand  mistaches,  say  one  hundred  thousand  millezollee  of 
Marseilles.  The  prices  are  generally^  regulated  by  those  of  Europe,  and 
the  winter  is  the  most  favorable  season  for  purchases,  either  through  the 
abundance  of  the  article  in  that  season,  or  the  want  of  cash  among  our 
owners  of  magazines,  who  are  under  the  necessity  of  collecting  money  to 
meet  purchases  fi*om  the  peasantry,  for  an  interruption,  even  though  mo- 
mentary, would  cause  them  more  injnry  than  a  light  loss  on  their  gains. 

As  to  the  other  productions,  though  litdc  in  value,  they  are  mentioned 
in  No.  2,  where  are  also  their  respective  duties.  The  commissions  of  the 
merchants  are  as  follows  : 

Brokerage  -  --  .-  .  Iper  cent. 

Ware-house  -  -  -  -  -  ^i     " 

Commission  -  -  -  ...  2       " 

The  costs  of  porterage,  scales,  <fcc.  are  insignificant,  and  scarcely  amount 
to  i-  or  A  per  cent,  according  to  the  value  of  the  merchandise. 

For  the  purchase  of  oil,  custom  has  established  the  rule,  that  when  once 
the  stipulations  are  agreed  upon,  the  seller  delivers  to  the  purchaser  a 
declaration,  under  signature,  without  the  conditions  of  the  sale,  and  has 
the  power  of  an  authentic  act,  and  cannot  be  broken  but  with  the  mutual 
consent  of  the  contracting  parties.  By  this  declaration,  the  seller  is  bound 
to  deliver  to  the  purchaser  the  quantity  of  mistaches  agreed  upon,  payable 
either  in  the  article,  or  in  cash,  according  to  the  price  current  at  the  lime 
of  delivery. 

Among  the  articles  of  import,  the  most  important  are  eatables,  and 
principally  barley,  which  has  the  preference  over  corn.  An  infinite  num- 
ber of  small  crafi,  under  Turkish  and  Greek  flags,  bring  them  from 
Sabuica,  Vola,  Constantinople,  and  the  coast  of  Anatolia.  Their  annual 
consumption  may  be  valued  at  600,000  kilos,  two  thirds  of  which  are 
barley ;  the  remainder  corn,  beans,  and  peas. 

After  eatables,  may  be  reckoned  manufactures  of  cotton  ;  such  as  cotton 
twist,  calicoes,  bengaleens,  cambrics,  striped  nankeens,  muslins,  both 
flowered  and  colored ;  cloths,  handkerchiefs,  caps,  and  American  cottons. 
The  annual  consumption  of  these  articles  is  considerable,  when  we  calcu- 
late the  number  of  inhabitants,  which  do  not  amount  to  more  than  ninety 
thousand  souls.  This  consumption  is  valued  at  2,000,000  of  piastres. 
As  to  the  benefits  which  these  articles  produce  on  the  commerce  of  the 
island,  they  would  be  difficult  to  state  even  approximately.  Their  respec- 
tive ranks  depend  more  or  less  upon  circumstances,  and  he  who  is  un- 
pressed  fpr  money  can  always  find  an  unlosing  sale. 
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Codfish  enters  also  in  the  commerce  of  this  island,  and  is  brought  from 
Marseilles.  It  may  be  calculated  at  upwards  of  two  thousand  quintals 
annually.  The  first  arrivals  are  those  which  produce  the  most  advan- 
tages, and  it  is  near  the  end  of  October  they  may  find  a  market. 

Trieste  and  Vienna  furnish  annually  40,000  planks,.  200  barrels  oi  nails, 
and  200  cases  of  window  glass.     The  expenses  on  importations  in  general 
are : 
Freight  according  to  agreement.     Claims  of  the  lazzaretto,  leaving  it  with 

a  foul  bill   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1    per  cent. 

(Jlean  bill        -  -  -  -  *  -  -  .  0^     do. 

Bills  delivered  in  Europe  are  not  here  subjected  to  the  customs  : 
Upon  the  price  of  sale  -  -  -  -    .        -  3  per  cent- 

Cost  of  weighing  upon  heavy  articles  the  colis.     Piastres,    1  to  3^      do. 
Porterage  according  to  weight  -  -  -         3  to  6       do. 

Brokerage       -  -  -         ^  -  -  -  -  1       do. 

Warehouse  \  ^^^^  ^^^*^^^^      "  "  "  -  -  0^     do. 

v\  arenouse,  j  g^j^^^   ^  _  _  -        I  to  1^     do. 

Upon  coffee  only,  besides  the  above  mentioned  duties  and  expenses,  is 
there  the  duty  ofbedut,  which  amounts  to  5  per  cent,  per  oke. 

Eatables  pay  no  duties,  not'  even  those  of  the  custom  house,  excepting 
to  it  one  kintal,  and  another  to  the  measurers,  taken  from  the  entire  cargo, 
be  it  ever  so  large. 

Colonials,  such  as  coffee,  sugar,  iron  from  England,  spices,  and  indigo, 
are  generally  little  sought  for.  Their  consumption  does  not  exceed 
annually  100,000  piastres.  Coffee  to  about  40,000  okes,  and  sugar  nearly 
1,000  quintals.  This  trifling  consumption  proceeds  from  the  little  use 
of  them  among  the  provincials,  who  form  the  greatest  part  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

The  town  of  Candia  has  no  established  exchange  with  the  ports  of 
Europe,  for  business  in  general  is  done  on  commission,  and  foreign  houses, 
in  sending  oitiers,  must  accompany  them  with  the  funds  necessary  for 
their  execution.  The  remittances  which  this  place  has  sometimes  to 
make  are  only  returns  of  but  little  value. 

The  funds  sent  from  Europe  are  in  Spanish  dollars,  or  dollars  of  the 
queen,  and  those  from  ports  in  the  Levant,  in  Turkish  money.  At  present, 
the  money  in  circulation  in  commerce  is  the  Spanish  dollar,  at  20  piastres; 
the  queen's  dollar,  at  19^ ;  and  the  gold  piece  of  Constantinople  of  20 
piastres,  at  21.  '       , 

Interest  on  money  is  at  the  rate  of  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  yearly, 
according  to  the  solidity  of  the  borrower  and  the  time  of  the  loan  ;  but  it 
rarely  exceeds  fifteen  per  cent.  Nearly  all  the  operations  of  commerce  are 
done  here  by  brokers.  The  purchase  of  productions  is  made  by  agents 
sent  upon  the  places,  principally  at  Bailli  for  canubes,  to  Retime  for  gall 
nuts,  and  Candia  for  black  raisins.  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  herewith, 
under  No.  3,  a  price  current  of  merchandise,  at  their  entrance  and  egress; 
under  No.  4,  are  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  foreign  vessels  for  the  first 
six  months  of  this  year  ;  and  under  No.  5,  a  table  of  the  articles  of  import 
and  export,  with  their  approximate  value. 

1  have  already  said  that  the  population  of  the  island  of  Crete  is  now 
no  more  than  ninety  thousand  souls.  Many  have  been  the  causes  that 
reduced  it  to  so  low  a  number.  The  fir^t,  and  perhaps  the  principal, 
is  a  vital  evil  spread  over  the  whole  Ottoman  empire,  and  there  is  not  a 
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single  province  whose  population  has  not  diminished.  To  this  radical 
cause  may  be  added  others  accidentally  happening,  such  as  a  civil  war, 
which  for  many  years  embued  in  blood  this  unhappy  island.  Only  three 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  destruction,  by  the  viceroy  of  Egypt,  of  the 
factions  which  rent  it,  and  since  public  order  and  individual  safety  have 
teen  established.  Nevertheless,  since  we  enjoy  tranquillity,  but  few  emi- 
eiated  families  have  returned  to  their  homes.  Be  it  that  a  confidence  in 
the  present  peace  has  not  yet  been  felt;  that  a  future  fate  of  the  island 
leaves  fears  stronger  than  love  of  country ;  that  the  haratckj  or  right  ot 
capitation,  which  weighs  on  their  heads,  is  the  cause ;  it  impedes  the 
return  of  those  unfortunate  families  from  the  homes  they  were  bom  in, 
and  agriculture  of  the  arm  it  needs  so  much. 

If  the  American  Government  has  need  of  other  information,  you  have 
only,  sir,  to  call  on  me,  and  I  will  be  eager  to  fulfil  all  that  may  depend 
Upon  me. 

Accept,  sir,  I  beg  you,  assurances  of  the  distinguished  sentiments  with 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  BONNAIi, 
Consular  agent  of  the  United  States. 


No.  1. 

An  estimate  of  the  cost  and  duties  of  5,334  mistaches  of  oil,  including' 

freight  and  portage,  of  vessels  of  all  nations. 

5,334  mistaches,  at  P.  25    -  -  -  -.  -  P.  133,350  00 

« 

Expenses. 

GustQm-house,  3  per  cent.    -  -  -  *  - 

Duties  of  the  Pacha,  20  to  40  the  mistache  - 
Do.  at  8J  to  40  the  mistache 

Porterage,  «fec.  -  -  -  -  -  ^  - 

Filling  and  measuring,  30  to  40  the  mistache 
For  a  man  to  take  the  bags  ofi*  the  backs  of  the  others,  10 

to  4  the  100  mistache        ----- 
To  the  measurers    -  -  -  -  -      ,      - 

For  3  men  on  board  to  fill  up  the  measures,  others  to  hold 

the  bags  -  ■  - 

Hire  of  the  bags,  1  to  40  the  mistache  .  -  . 

To  the  custom-house  officers  .  ,  -  . 

For  hooping  kegs    -  ^  -  -  -  .* 

Hire  of  the  measurers,  6  to  40  the  100  mistaches 
Two  persons  to  keep  count  -  -  -  -  - 

Duty  to  thp  light-house,  7  to  40  the  mistache 
Unforeseen  expenses  -  - 

Brokerage,  1  per  cent.  -  -  -  - 


Commissions,  2  per  cent. 
Cost  and  expenses  on  board 


*    ^ 


4,000  50 

2,667  00 

1,133  47 

533  40 

40  00 

20  00 

30  00 

53  34 

133  35 

40  00 

50  00 

8  00 

30  00 

533  4C 

100  00 

1,333  50 

144,065  96 , 

2,881  11 

146,937  07 
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N.  B. — The  oil  is  composed  oif  two  qualities :  the  common  is  muddy,  and 
called  missir  yaghi — it  is  sent  to  Marseilles  to  make  soap  of;  the  other 
quality  is  fit  for  table  use,  and  is  sent  to  Trieste,  Venice,  the  Black  sea, 
and  into  Greece  when  the  crops  fail  in  that  quarter.  The  missir  yaghi  is 
shipped  immediately ;  the  sampante  requires  time  to  settle,  and  is  never 
put  on  board  before  the  end  of  February ;  at  Rettino  the  crops  are  much 
earlier,  and  the  oil  may  be  shipped  a  month  sooner.  The  difierence  of 
prices  between  the  two  qualities  is  from  p.  1  to  1^  the  mistache  according 
to  the  demand,  that  is  to  say,  when  the  missir  yaghi  is  worth  p.  25,  th^ 
sampante  is  worth  from  26  to  26^.  The  duties  on  each  quality  are  the 
same. 


La  Canee,  December  1,  1834. 

An  estimate  of  the  cost  and  expenses  of  500  cases  of  soap,  bought  and 

shipped  on  board  of  any  ship  to  any  port, 

500  cases,  weight  in  okes    -  -  -  -  -    40,000 

Tare  of  cases  -  -  -       •     -  -  -      5,000 


Kintals,  795  fc  20  okes. 

P.  J  30.  Kintals  on  board P.  103,417  69 

Expenses — brokerage  1  per  cent.      -  -  -  -  1,034  17 

104,451  86 
Commission,  2  per  cent.      -  -  -  .  -  2,089  03 

Cost  and  expenses  on  board  .  .  .  .     106,540  89 

N.  B. — The  soap  they  wish  to  export  to  foreign  countries  it  is  neccessary 
to  boil  rather  more  than  usual ;  p.  5  more  is  then  charged  on  the  kintal  to 
pay  for  the  wood  and  trouble. 


No.  2. 


La  Canee,  December  1,  1832. 

Productions  of  the  island  of  Crete,  and  the  duties  to  which  they  art 

subjected  on  exportations. 

Custom-hoiise  duties  of  the  miri 

Silk  -  -  -  -    3  per  cent.  P.  3  1  oke. 

Yellow  wax  -  -  -    20-40  the  oke,  2-40  loke. 

Wool        -  -  -  -    2-4  the  oke,  240  1  oke. 

Beans       -       '     ^  -  -    3  per  cent,  the  oke,  16-40  kintal. 

Valonee    -  -  -  -    3  per  cent,  the  oke,  30-40  kintal 

Sweet  almonds      -  -  -    3  per  cent  the  oke,      1-4  oke. 

Raisins      -  -  -  -    3  per  cent,  the  oke,  P.  1  kintal 

Cheese      -  -  -  -     3  per  cent,  the  oke,  10  40  -  oke. 

Flaxseeds  -  -  .  -    3  per  cent,  the  oke,    2-40  oke. 

Red  wine  -  -  -    3  percent  the  oke,    4-40  oke. 
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The  duty  of  the  miri  is  collected  arbitrarily,  since  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  capitation  nor  in  the  tariff  of  the  custom-house. 

The  custom-house  receives  three  per  cent,  on  the  price  of  sales,  and  so 
much  on  articles  of  exportation.  Three  per  cent,  is  also  paid  on  European 
merchandise,  notwithstanding  the  duties  have  been  paid  in  other  ports  of 
the  Levant,  which  is  contrary  to  the  capitation. 

N.  B. — The  duty  of  the  miri  is  not  fixed,  but  depends  on  the  will  of  the 
Government. 


No.  3. 

La  Canee,  December,  1832. 
Price  current  of  articles  of  exportation. 

The  mistache. 


Oil,  Sampante,  from  this  place 

Rettino 


u 
it 


a 


u 


Missir  Yahgi  from  this  place 

Rettino 


(C 


TTie  oke. 


Wax 

Silk 

Sweet  Almonds  - 

Grain  of  Sussam 

Washed  wool 


Soap 

Raisins,  black 
Caroubes 


The  kintals. 


Piastres. 

none. 

none. 
29 
29 


13 
90-92 
5P.i 

2-2i 


150 
20 

2-2i 


Value  of  money.  , 

Gold  piece  of  Egypt,  kerie          -            -            -            -            -  9 

"                "        saadie        -            ....  4^ 

"                «        barboul      -            -            -            -            -  2 

Paiar  dollar        - -  20 

Pillar  de  la  Reine            - 19 

Quadruples  d'Espagne  -            -            -            -            -        '    -  298 

Crown  of  five  francs      -            -            -            -            •            -  17^ 

Gold  piece  of  Constantinople      -            .     •      -            -            -  2 

N.  B. — Excepting  oil  and  soap,  the  product  of  the  above  enumerated 
articles  are  of  but  little  importance. 

Price  current  of  articles  of  importation. 

The  killo. 


Wheat  of  Natolia  and  Russia 

Barley     - 

Beans  of  Egypt  - 

French  beans 

Peas       - 


Piastres. 

-    13  to  14 


-IStol 
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The  oke, 

Piast^e^. 

Rice  of  Egypt,  Damietta            -            -            -            -  -  P.  6(M0 

Flax       -            -            -             .            .             .            .  -  4J 

Coffee  from  the  islands    -            -            -            ...  -  lO! 

Sugar,  broken  down        -            -             -            -            -  -  3  to  4 

CJotton  thread,  Englisli,  No.  2B  to  30      -            -            -  -  14 

Planches,  Lattisons,  and  Trieste,  No.  1  to  6,  the  hundred  -  340 

Paper,  Navig,  the  ream   -            -            -            -            -  ,         -        

"     3Lune      "         -            -            -            -            -  -  18io20 

«     3Capelli    "          -            -            -            -            .  -  90 

"     de  Genes   ........  175 

Iron  in  bars,  from  England,  kintal  -  -  -  -  44 

Glass  ware  of  300  kintals  -  -  -  -  -  100 

Manufactures, 

Bengalines,  colored,  pieces  of  40  pics      -  -  -  -  40  to  45    f 

White  linens  of  America,  54       -  -  -  -  -  60  a  62 

White  trifl6  chass'6,  54 30  to  50 

Mousselines,  colored  borders,  16  -            -            -            -            -  16  to  30 
Mahonts  cloths  the  pic  .  .  -  -  -        

N.  B, — The  kilo  of  this  place  is  nearly  three  per  cent,  smaller  than  that 
of  Constantinople. 


No.  5. 


General  table  of  the  prodtictions  of  the  island  of  Crete,  and  their  approx- 
imate valve  in  a  common  year. 

Piastre*. 

Oil,  mistache  350,000  -  -  -'  -  25  8,750,000 

Soap,  kintals  25,000  -  -  -  -  125  3,125,000 

Silk,  okes  5,000        -  .        •     .  .  .  90  450,1)00 

Beeswax,  okes  10,000  -  -  -  -  13  130,000 

Washed  wool,  okes  40,000  -  -  -  -  2  80,000 

Sweet  almonds,  okes  10,000  -  -  -  -54  55,000 

Cheese,  okes  100.000  -  .  .  .  2J  250,000 

Grain,  kintals  25,000  -  -  -  -  8  12,500 

Beans,  kintals  25,000  -  -  -  -  8  200,000 

Vallonee,  kintals  2,000  -•  -  -  -  28  560,000 

Raisins,  black,  kintals,  10,000  -  -  -  17  170,000 

Wine,  black,  kintals  3,000  -  -  -  - .  30  90,000 

Oranges,  citrons,  <fcc.  .....  1OO.000 

13,468,300 
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ral  lablt  of  ariidcs  of  importation  in  the  island  of  Crete^  and 

their  approximate  values, 

kilos  S0,00()  .... 

kilos  400,000  .... 

> 

beans,  (  kilos  120,000 

ctures  of  cotton  and  cloths,  approximate  value 

thread,  No.  20  and  30,  okes  30,000 

okes  40,000  -  -  -  - 

kintals  1,000  .... 

,  kintals  2,000  -  ... 

and  wool,  okes  10,000  ... 

n^lisb,  kintals  500     - 

s  of  spices,  and  objects  of  small  bulk 

p^  nails  200  bals.  p.70,  and  glasses  200 

per  semells,  okes  20,000,  p.  12 


15 

Piastres. 
1,200,000 

^ 

2,600,000 

10 

1,200,000 

• 

2,000.000 

14 

420,000 

8' 

320,000 

160 

160,000 

100 

200,000 

4i 

45.000 

44 

22,000 

- 

100,000 

m 

21,4,000 

- 

240,000 

18,721,000 

Pera,  AprU  9,  1833. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copy  of  a  communication  from 
sular  agent  in  the  island  of  Cyprus,  respecting  the  commerce  of  that 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
E.  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[translation.] 

Cyprus,  January  ^0,  1833. 

ELLENCY :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  esti- 
Btter  of  your  excellency  of  the  27th  October  past,  in  which  I  found 
miission  of  the  charge  of  the  consular  agency  of  the  United  States 
residence,  and  with  which  the  kindness  of  your  excellency  has  seen 
to  honor  me. 

inifesting  my  thanks  for  the  favor,  1  make  it  my  duty  to  assure  your 
icjr  of  the  zeal  and  solicitude  which  that  charge  imposes  on  me,  and 
jhall  command  all  my  attention  towards  preserving  good  harmony 
y  colleagues  and  the  local  Government,  and  it  will  be  an  honor  for 
•e  able  to  justify  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me. 
ediately  on  the  receipt  of  my  commission,  I  took  care  to  inform  the 
ovemor  of  the  fact,  according:  to  the  instructions  of  your  excellency, 
ressed  his  satisfaction  in  seeing  me  in  charge  of  the  consular  agency 
United  States,  and  merely  observed  that  to  be  able  to  show  me  the 
lonors  on  the  reception  of  a  consul  or  agent,  a  firman  was  necessary 
is  Government. 
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Of  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  the  vessels  that  your  excellency  has 
desired  of  me^  I  shall  occupy  myself  in  making  out  a  list,  as  also  a  list  of 
the  annual  exportations  and  productions  of  this  island. 

The  commerce  of  this  island,  for  ten  years  back,  has  been  in  a  perfect 
stagnation  ;  the  population  has  greatly  diminished ;  the  country  has  been  de- 
prived of  many  laborers,  and  the  extreme  misery  in  which  tne  inhabitants 
find  themselves  involved  by  a  faulty  and  abusive  administration,  has  caused 
the  productions  for  their  sustinence  to  fall  far  short  in  quantity  required. 
Besides  this,  the  island  unfortunately  is  exposed  to  the  grasshoppers,  which 
annually  devour  a  great  part  of  the  crops,  and  the  Government  is  so  indolent 
that  they  take  no  means  for  destroying  a  pla^e  that  tends  yearly  to  the 
ruin  of  the  country.  Consequently  this  island  ofiers  an  aspect  afflicting 
in  every  respect,  so  much  so,  that  if  the  Government  does  not  use  means 
for  encouraging  industry,  and  conforming  more  to  the  general  interests,  we 
cannot  but  Took  forward  for  results  altogether  at  variance  with  the  public 
good. 

The  productions  that  form  the  principal  objects  of  our  exportations,  arc 
cottons,  wool,  silk,  lotus,  very  common  wines,  as  commandery,  wheat,  and 
barlev,  the  last  in  abundance,  but  the  exportation  is  prohibited.  Also  amber, 
whicn  is  sometimes  sought  for,  for  the  English  market ;  and  a  little  giorgi- 
dina  and  pomo  quisito.*  The  ports  that  consume  these  said  articles,  are  prin- 
cipally Marseilles,  Leghorn,  Genoa,  and  Trieste.  The  importations  that  are 
consumed  here,  are  colonial  articles,  but  misery  has  much  reduced  the  de- 
mand for  them.  The  manufactures  that  ordinarily  find  even  a  stinted  sale, 
are  cloths  of  France,  of'  Grermany,  also  various  Mnds  of  stamped  cottons. 

As  to  mercantile  profits  in  general,  there  ccm  be  no  fixed  regulations; 
they  change  more  or  less  according  to  circumstances  or  wants. 

The  specie  that  passes  in  this  island,  are  Spanish  dollars  and  Turkish 
coin. 

The  interest  is  twelve  per  cent,  per  year  commonly;  but  since  the  Turkirii 
money  has  diminished  in  value,  the  merchants  have  estabUshed  a  rule,  that 
when  they  lend  to  the  inhabitants,  they  keep  a  guarantee  payment  in  hand, 
which  produces  an  increase  to  the  aforesaid  interest 

The  charges  for  commission  are  2  per  cent.,  brokerage  1  per  cent,  lettas 
of  exchange  negotiated  upon  this  place,  and  remittances  made  upon  Europe 
1  per  cent.;  but  at  present,  the  merchants,  to  negotiate  the  letters  of  exchange 
upon  this  place,  are  obliged  to  pay  a  duty  of  3  per  cent,  which  they  pay  to 
the  banker  of  this  Government.  With  all  these  difficulties,  they  are  able  to 
negotiate  them.    Formerly  the^  difficulties  did  not  exist 

Witfi  sentiments  of  profound  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  ex- 
cellenc3/^s  most  humble,  most  devoted,  and  obedient  servant, 

MARINO  DE  MATTEY. 

To  his  excellency  David  Porter, 

Ckcarge  df  Affaires  of  the  V.  S.  of  America^  in  ConstantitufpU. 

•  Dye  woods. 
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Per  A,  April  11, 1833. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
our  cbnsular  agent  in  the  island  of  Cyprus,  respecting  the  commerce  and 
state  of  that  island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  E.  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  Slate, 


9 

[translation.] 

Lamaca  de  CiprO;  May  19,  1833. 

Excellency  :  The  local  Government  having  imposed  an  extraordinary 
duty,  called  salignini^  the  inhabitants  of  this  port  immediately  presented 
themselves  to  the  Bishop,  to  convince  him  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  satis- 
fying this  demand,  having  been  compelled  to  pay  all  that  had  formerly  been 
asked  of  them,  both  the  miri  and  other  extraordinary  taxes. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  the  inhabitants  fn  general,  both  Greeks  and  Turks, 
assembled  here,  and  made  every  endeavor  not  to  pay  this  new  insupporta- 
ble imposition,  and  begged  that  their  misery,  which  was  very  evident, 
should  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Seeing  that  all  was  in  vain,  they  took  the  last  resort  of  offering  a  formal 
supplication  to  the  French  consul,  imploring  his  official  influence  with  the 
authorities  of  Nicosia. 

This  i)opular  commotion  increased  daily,  and  -the  peasants,  though  act- 
ing with  moderation,  took  measures  for  more  decisive  operations.  This 
was  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  French  consul,  whose  intentions  were  to 
tranquilize  them ;  but  before  it  took  a  more  serious  turn,  which  might  have 
compromised  the  interests  of  the  country,  the  salignini  was  abolished. 

The  populace,  at  the  time  of  its  abolition,  being  at  Lanaca,  they  feared 
lest  ^  the  Governor  should  take  vengeance  on  them,  and  they  demanded  a 
guarantee  that  would  insure  them  their  safety.  Twenty-four  hours  after- 
wards, one  of  his  officers  was  dispatched  with  a  buyendt^  which  accorded 
a  full  pardon  to  all  those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  affray,  accompanied  by 
an  official  letter  for  the  French  consul,  begging  him  to  aid  in  tranquilizing 
the  people  ;  and  immediately  on  its  receipt  he  proceeded,  accompanied  by 
his  officers  and  two  chiefs,  one  Turk  and  the  other  Greek,  to  a  mount 
called  Santa  Croce,  at  a  distance  of  four  hours'  journey,  where  the  popu- 
lace had  retired. 

The  result  of  his  mission  was,  the  immediate  dispersion  of  the  inhabit- 
ans,  who  returned  to  their  homes,  confiding  in  the  assurances  of  full  par- 
don from  the  consul.  So,  in  nine  days  time,  it  was  settled  without  any 
serious  effect,  and  owing,  principally,  to  the  intelligence  and  moderation  of 
one  Gesco,  son  of  Lava  Cipriotto,  who  had  been  chosen  to  head  the  people, 
and  who  acted  very  satisfactorily. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Porte  has  been  informed  of  the  enormous  abuses 
of  the  administration  of  this  island,  and  that  they  will  know  how  to  pro- 
vide means  for  putting  an  end  to  these  evils,  caused  by  the  avidity  of  those 
placed  over  it,  and  which  ruins  the  inhabitants,  and  causes  so  much  dis- 
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According  tojthejorders  of  your  excellency,  I  have  formed  a  list  of  arrivals 
and  departures  of  the  vessels  of  this  port,  and  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you. 

1  have  found  it  impossible  to  fulfil,  entirely,  the  \vishes,of  your  excellency, 

concerning  the  exports  and  imports  of  this  place,not  being  able  to  find,  in  the 

custom-house,  any  register  that  could  give  me  the  least  light  on  the  subject; 

but,  in  future,  I  shall  use  every  necessary  means  for  fulfilling  the  orders 

of  your  excellency. 

With  the  hope  that  your  excellency  has  received  my  first  letter,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  ' 
most  humble  servant, 

MARINO  DE  MATTEY. 

To  his  excellency  David  Porter, 

Charge  d?  Affaires  of  the  U.  S,  of  America^  near  the 

Sublime  Ottoman  Porte^  in  CofistantinopU. 


[extract.] 

Pera,  Oc^o6er24,  1833. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
United  States  consular  agent  at  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  together  with  de- 
tailed reports  respecting^ the  commerce  of  that  country.        *  *         * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane,  Secretary  of  Slate, 


U.  S.  Consular  Office,  Alexandria^  Sept.  18, 1833. 

Sir  :  Some  time  has  elapsed  since  you  were  pleased  to  require  a  report 
on  the  trade  of  Egjrpt  with  reference  to  that  of  the  United  States.  But  as  it 
was  at  a  moment  of  political  confusion,  I  was  apprehensive  that  my  state- 
ment then  put  forth  might,  by  the  events  of  the  contest,  be  rendered  abor- 
tive, or,  at  best,  little  applicable  to  the  future  state  of  the  country.  It  is 
true,  some  time  also  has  elapsed  since  all  uncertainty  was  at  an  end.  The 
return  of  peace,  however,  brought  with  it  the  lassitude  of  financial  exhaus- 
tion, and,  till  very  recently,  our  trade  was  without  animation,  and  almost 
without  hope  of  revival.  It  was  not,  therefore,  at  such  a  moment  that  a 
new  flag  could  be  invited  to  essay  a  commerce,  which,  to  its  ancient  con- 
nexions, presented  nothing  but  discouragement. 

I  am  indeed  afraid  that  Egypt  can  offer  little  inducement  to  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States,  the  products  of  the  two  countries  being  iii 
many  respects  alike,  while,  wherein  they  differ,  (as  regards  the  exports  at 
this  end,)  here  are  wanting  that  freedom  and  promptness  in  the  transaction 
of  business,  which  are  essential  ingredients  in  American  enterprise. 
Yet,  as  some  improvement  is  at  length  discernable  in  our  trade,  partly  the 
result  of  recovered  political  stability,  and  partly  the  effect  of  the  season  it- 
self, I  feel  that  your  excellency  might  have  cause  of  complaint  were  I  anr 
longer*  to  withhold  the  information  sought ;  and,  accordingly,  I  take  leare 
to  submit  the  following  remarks  on  the  trade  of  Egypt,  so  far  as  it  appears 
to  me  there  can  be  any  community  of  interest  between  it  and  that  of  the 
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Slates.  If  in  these  details  there  should  be  any  omission  or  obscu- 
will  be  my  duty  Xo  furnish  the  requisite  explanations, 
amenceby  handing  your  excellency  a  summary  of  our  exports 
$24  to  1830,  inclusive,  with  a  note  subjoined  of  the  cotton  crops  of 
r  following  years.  I  regret  that  the  means  are  at  present  wanting 
iging  this  digest  down  to  a  later  period  ;  but  the  present  will  suffice 
'  the  average  issues  of  our  principal  commodities,  and  therefore  an- 
le  porposB  noainly  in  view. 

11  be  seen  that  a  large  portion  of  the  articles  enumerated  consists  of 
nd  similar  articles.  Omitting  notice  of  those  which  by  their  insig- 
ze  render  it  unnecessary,  or  would  else  prove  superfluous  from  the 
stance  of  their  being  accessible  to  the  American  trade  by  more  di* 
id,  therefore,  cheaper  routes,  the  following  enumeration  will  proba- 
iprise  all  that  is  important  in  this  branch  of  the  subject :  ^ 

Oum  Arabic. 

h  inquired  afteV,  nominal  price  p.23  to  300  the  cantar  of  54  okes, 
ng  to  quality.  First  quality  for  England  would  command  $30.  In 
t  was  sold  last  year  from  the  Government  depot  at  p.240  the  cantar 
rotolos,  leaving  100  rotoios  net.  The  usual  export  is  from  6,000 
)0  eautars  annually. 

Qedda. 

of  the  miri  ;  in  Alexandria,  p.  130  to  180  ;  in  Cairo,  p.lOO  to  126. 
ime  weights  as  for  gum  Aralnc. 

Bmbaru 
same  prices  as  Gedda,  and  lile^Jelme  cantars. 

CopaL 
in  the  Bttf  ket  ibr  some  lima  past. 

Incense, 

lexandria,  in  tears,  p.180  to  200 ;  assorted,  p.80  to  110;  in  Cairo, 
>  USOy  luid  p.75  to:  90|.  iot  the  neapective  iqiiaUties.  The^aame  cantars 
^m  Arabic,  &^. 

Mjffth. 

Lkxandria,  half-tears^  p*400  to  450;  assorted,  p J  00  to  240;  in 
pJ270  to  Sp^accordij;^  to,quldity.    Weight  as  iabove. 

CcloquifUida. 

» 

arable  in  Cairo,  1,200  heads  for  1^000,  at  p.15  to  17| ;  here,  at  ^6 
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Sal  ammoniac. 

About  1,000  cantars  are  exported — Government  monopoly.  Price,  p.70O 
the  cantar  of  72  okes,  deliverable  in  Cairo ;  here,  p.760.    . 

Opium. 

ff 

This  is  a  crop  of  increasing  importance.  Last  year  it  reached  20,000 
okes,  and  this  year  will  be  about  the  same.  It  has  been  hitherto  divided 
into  1st,  2d,  and  3d  qualities,  though  the  best  judges  in  foreign  markets 
cannot  discover  any  difference. 

In  London  it  has  been  found  equal  to  Smyrna  ;  and  perhaps  it  is  intrin- 
sically superior,  if  not  for  strength,  yet  certainly  as  unalloyed  with  extra- 
neous admixture. 

Last  year  the  crop  was  sold  to  a  Greek  house  at  p.ll6,  101,  and  91  for 
the  respective  qualities.  This  year,  probably,  there  will  be  much  compe- 
tition.    Already  p.  120  have  been  offered  without  distinction  of  quality. 

Senna. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  this  has  been  a  monopoly  in  the  hands 
of  a  Cairo  house,  which  sub-lets  it  for  certain  destinations.  It  might 
not  be  dipcult  to  obtain  an  exclusive  "privilege  for  the  United  States  at 
$26  the  cantar  of  110  rotolos,  deliverable  in  Cario,  equal  to  39^  okes  of 
Alexandria.    The  new  crop  just  coming  forward. 

Coccolus  Indicus. 

P.140  to  160  the  cantar  of  54  okes ;  in  Cairo,  p.l05  to  120,  ungarbled. 

Madder, 

The  cultivation  of  madder  has  been  introduced  within  these  few 
years,  but  thus  far  we  have  had  little  or  none  for  exportation.  The 
price  at  Cario  is  p.l75  the  cantar  of  140  rotolos,  considered  as  100.  There 
is  a  bastard  sort  from  Barbary,  which  also  sells  there  for  p.  125. 

Aleppo  galls 

Are  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  this  market ;  ruling  price  p.300  to  375, 
according  to  quality ;  the  cantar  of  50  okes. 

Henna. 

The  leaves  of  an  odoriferous  plant,  peculiar  to  Egypt,  used  by  Mahome- 
dan  females  as  a  pigment  for  the  hands  and  feet,  imparting  a  reddish  yel- 
low. It  is  not  known  to  be  employed  for  any  other  purposes,  though,  pro- 
bably, applicable  to  the  arts. 

Among  the  articles  of  large  bulk  and  small  value  that  offer  as  returns  to 
the  United  States,  are  the  following : 
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SalU 

Bxport  price  ^.2  34  the  ardel,  collected  in  large  quantities  from  the  shores 
of  Lake  Mareotis.  Two  English  vessels  cleared  out  with  cargoes  for 
America  a  few  months  ago. 

Natron. 

Formerly  the  price  was  10  paras  the  oke,  deliverable  in  Alexandria.  It 
is  the  produce  of  tlie  Natron  lakes,  about  three  days  to  the  southwest  of 
Alexandria,  where  there  is  now  a  refinery  on  a  lar^e  scale ;  since  the  erec- 
tion of  which  the  crude  Natron  is  not  allowed  to  be  exported.  Two  pre- 
parations are  now  made ;  the  refined  Natron,  which  is  brought  to  85  de- 
grees ;  and  the  carbonate  of  soda,  which  is  of  95  degrees.  The  undertaker 
will  not  fix  a  price,  but  would  consign  upon  encouragement. 

Sallpelre^ 

The  production  of  this  article  is  without  limits,  the  whole  soil  of  Egypt 
being  impr^nated  with  nitre.  The  Government,  last  year,  sold  firom  10  to 
20  cwt  cantars  of  110  rotolos,  or  39|  okes,  at  p.75,  which  were  shipped  to 
Leghorn,  Marseilles,  and  answered  well.     To  these  may  be  added 

Seedjlas, 

This  year  there  will  be  no  extraction.  The  Pacha  is  much  chagrined  at 
the  great  decrease  of  this  product,  which  he  has  undertaken  to  restore  to  its 
ibmier  importance.  Last  year  there  were  only  about  300 ardebs,  whkh  were 
taken  at  p.5^;  sometimes  as  much  as  .100,000  ardebs  have  been  exported. 

Seed  iref oil. 

In  Europe  much  attention  was  attracted  towards  this  product  last  year  as 
a  substitute  for  clover  seed,  wliich  failed  very  generally.  It  was  collected  in 
Upper  Egypt,  and  placed  here  at  $5  the  small  ardeb  of  112  to  118  okes. 
Ten  barrels  of  this  seed  were  sent  from  London  to  New  York  on  trial,  which 
it  is  said  were  sold  to  gentlemen  farmers  at  10  cents  per  pound.  A  con- 
siderable saving  might  now  be  made  upon  the  quoted  price. 

Sesame. 

Perhaps  this  oil  seed  is  unknown  in  the  United  States.  In  Italy  it  bears 
the  name  of  "  Guigiolena."  About  5,000  ardebs  were  sold  three  years  ago 
at  f  10^,  and  shipped  to  London,  brought  $65  per  quarter.  It  is  to  be 
feai^  we  shall  have  little  or  none  for  exportation  this  year  from  Egypt. 
At  Jaffa  from  1,000  to  2,000  ardebs  are  usually  gathered. 

Lettuce. 

'  It  is  unknown  whether  any  will  be  forthcoming:  at  present.  Not  more 
than  ^000  ardqbs  have  ever,  been  extracted.  The  last  sales  were^  made 
three  or  four  years. ago  at  $5  the  ardeb. 
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.•  SaffUnver. 

'About  10,000  ard6te  are  colfected,  but  not  demanded  for  exportation  ;  be- 
^^ides  which  the  whole  is  wanted  for  sowing  and  pressing.  No  informa* 
tioa  as  to  price. 

Oumtnhi^txitd  Jennel 

May  also  be  reckoned  ambng  bur  exports.  All  the  ofls  from  these  seeds 
We  a  Government  mdnbpbly.  Linseed  c^il  ^Ils  at  Cairo  at  35  paras  the 
oke;  sesame  at  40. 

D\ates. 

The  old  inquired  after  at  36  to  45  piastres  per  cantar  of  440  okes;  the 
new  will  probably  fetch  30  to  50  paras  the  oke,  according  to  quality :  say 
p.35  to  80  the  cantar.    Not  above  half  a  crop  is  expected. 

Ftat. 

There  will  be  none  beyond  the  quantity  v^an ted  for  the  Gdriernrtient 
looms,  unless  the  Pacha  could  be  induced  to  make  some  particlar  concession. 
Last  year  crops  sold  at  $9  per  cantar  of  44  okes,  the  dollar  at  p.l5. 

Saffiower, 

'pfLai^  year's  creps  Were"  sold  at  p.4i^0  to  one  house,  ijind  consisted  of  about 
''4^000  ciaiitars  of  44  ok^.    T!lie  qtiantity  Varies  greatly  from  year  to  year, 
Mtihg  b^^n  som^tiibes  as  mlich  at  18,000  earn ars.    Lastly,  we  tove 

...  17  to  19  inches  wide,  36  to  42  pikes  loagr-three  qualities,  fromrp40  to 
75  per  piece ;  15  to  17  inehes  ^v^ide,  26  to  28  pikes  long— foujr  qualiti^ 
from  )pf.9  to  16  p^r  (Si^oe ;   16  to  19  inches  wide,  21  to  26  pikes  long,  with 

'stripes — ^fonr  qualities,  from  p.9i^  to  15  per  j^ece :  only  to  be  procured  at 
Caito,  \^berB  the  first  two  kiiras  are  now  objects  of  great  ooippetition  for 
shipment  to  Trieste  and  Legbom,  particularly  the  conunon.  Thence  they 
find  their  way  to  South  America. 

Ostrich  feather s. 


'_ » '   1 1  '•-'•  I  - .  .  •■ '  <•  • 


^     A  fr6e  article  in  the,  Cairo  market' where  ptircfaaise3  aire  inivde  at  firsC 
'^hands :  black  p.lO  to  12  per  rotolo  6^  144  drachms  ;    White  ^10  tp  %i%  if 

in  every  10  feathers  there  are  two  of  TN^o.  \.    Itere  die  white  of  first  and 

second  quality  sell  at  p.600  to  600, 

Grain  and  pulse* 

,  tt  is  needless  to  descant  upon  these  articles^  both  countries  offering  largiB 
'quantities  for  extraction,  exc6^t,ihdeed,rtiaC  bWingtb  tfshbtt  brittthefalate 
'inundation  oftheMe  this  y6ar,1tis  fadst  rit'dbabl^  the iiistinV|if6hitttfc« 

will  continue  on  this  side,  till  the  ^^ttrn  brkhoth^r^^^a  l^ail^tii^izi- 
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sored  us  a  better  harvest  than  the  next  can  prove.  Rice  for  the  present 
continues  to  be  exported. 

It  might  not  be  inexpedient,  however^  to  call  atlenlion  to  a  produpt  qqx^- 
ing  under  the  foregoing  head.  One  of  our  poorest  and  most  bulky  articles 
af  export  consists  of  lupines,  to  the  extent  perhaps  of  15  to  20  lb.  ardebs. 
These  ail  go  to  I^eghorn,  whence  they  are  distributed  to  the  Tuscan  farm- 
ers, who  employ  them  to  dress  their  land,  by  sowing  them,  and  when  in,  l^f 
ploughing  them  in.  If  there  be  any  such  system  in  the  tJnited  State^^ 
perhaps  the  extreme  cheapness  of  the  commodity  might  offer  an  advanta^ous' 
speculation.     At  present  they  do  not  cost  above  p.l^  the  ardeb,  aboard. 

Most  of  the  exports  of  Egypt  are  cheapest  in  winter,  because  the  natives 
bring  their  products  to  market  at  the  flood  of  the  Nife,  while  th^  a,rticl^s 
from  Arabia  arrive  with  the  trade  wind  in  the  month  of  Ja)juary. 

It  may  likewise  be  necessary  to  make  known,  tb^t  the  G.overnnient  bavr 
ing  alfeady  exacted  heavy  imposts  before  the  commodities  enter  into  the 
market,  either  by  monopolizing  the  product,  intercepting  the  transit  with 
exorbitant  duties,  or  by  other  rude  means,  we  have  no  customs  on  exports. 

Imports  are  subject  to  an  ad  valorum  duty  of  3  per  cent. 

Sales  are  made  for  cash,  or  against  acceptances*  at.  two  months  to  six 
months,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  merchandis;e.  Cotton  maniifacturea, 
cloths,  and  tobacco,  are  among  the  goods  which  require  the  longest  credit ; 
though  not  unfrequently  the  first  mentioned  sell  for  cash,  or  bills  at  two 
rnonths.  When  not  exceeding  three  months,  ffood  bills  are  easily  convert- 
ible at  a  discount  of  one  per  cent,  per  mouth.  Sales  to  the  Government  can 
seldom  be  realized  without  a  loss  of  3  to  5  per  cent. 

The  following  scheme  of  a  cargo  from  the  United  States  is  the  result  of 
some  reflection  and  inquiry  :  and  though  a  few  of  the  minor  articles  are  in 
a  degree  experimental,  yet  the  general  effect,  it  is  presumed,  could  not  but 
prove  advantageous,  even  were  the  quantities  doubled,  provided  the  adven- 
ture reach  its  destination  at  any  time  from  September  to  March,  which  i9 
ihe  principal  season  for  business. 

Coal, 

20  to  50  tons,  native  American,  of  two  or  three  qualities,  by  way  of  ex- 
periment :  the  Government  consumption  being  from  20  to  30  thousand  tons 
annually.  The  former  contract  prices  were,  for  Newcastle  9J  paras  per 
oke ;  French  7|  paras  per  oke :  very  lately  75,000  can  tars  haVe  been  en- 
gaged of  each  kmd,  English  at  12,  and  French  at  9^. 

Tar. 

500  barrels, — great  consumption ;  the  Government  formerly  paid  40 
paras  the  oke,  at  present  the  market  being  rather  overdone,  only  33  can  bo 
abtained. 

Pilch. 

200  barrels,  present  price  35  paras  the  oke  ;  k  must  be  very  black  to  suit 
the  arsenal. 

Rosin. 

20  barrels, — no  great  consumption,  but  wanted  occasionally,  N.  B. — Soft 
turpentine  not  saleable  here. 
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Spirits  of  turpentine. 

'  *  .  ■ 

500  gallons ;  was  at  p.8  the  oke,  but  being  abnndant,  now  selTs  at  p^. 

Mahogany. 

20  logs ;  a  small  parcel  lately  sold  to  the  arsenal  at  p.3  the  French  cubic 
foot. 

Lignum  vitce^ 

5  tons ;  great  consumption  at  the  arsenal  for  blocks  ;  a  parcel  of  8  to  12 
inches  was  placed  there  lately  at  4Jp.  per  oke ;  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
safe  to  reckon  on  more  than  3. 

Dye-weads. 

5  tons;  the  consumption  is  trifling,  and  falls  mainly  on  lo^ood,  Santa 
Martha,  Pernambuco,  and  Fustic  ;  a  few  cwts.  of  the  other  lands  might  be 
comprised  by  way  of  sao^ples. 

Rum. 

10  puncheons ;  saleable  from  aboard  at  13p.  to  16  the  old  gallon,  accord- 
ing to  quality. 

Tobacco  leaf. 

20  casks ;  sells  in  Cairo  at  4p.  the  oke,  where  it  is  employed  by  the 
snuff-makers  to  the  extent  of  40  to  50  hhds.  annually. 

Tobacco. 
Negro  head,  10  casks  ;  sells  retailed  here  at  7p.  the  oke 

Fish. 

Salmon,  50  barrels;  cod,  10  do.;  mackerel,  10  do.;  herrings,  10 do.; 
do.  smoked,  20  boxes ;  dry  cod,  20  barrels.  Consumption  to  this  extent 
may  be  safely  calculated  on  in  winter.  Dry  cod  sells  at  BOp.  to  U^ 
the  cantar ;  provisions,  mess  beef,  20  casks  ;  do.  pork,  ten  casks ;  hams,  50 
in  number;  bacon,  20  flitches;  cheese,  10  cwt. ;  butter,  best,  10  casks; 
do.  ordinary  20  casks ;  buscuit,  ship,  20  cwt ;  cTackers,^  20  small  casks ;  fiiic 
assortments,  20  da ;  an  experiment  that  might  be  tried  in  winter  witiiout 
risk.    The  crackers  by  way  of  trial. 

Flour. 

100  barrels;  French  sells  just  now  at  125p.  the  cask  of  70  okes.  Tliis 
town  consumes  about  100  barrels  a  month. 

Pepper. 

200  bags  J  owing  to  recent  importations,  was  selling  at  160p.  to  165  the 
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caotar  of  36}  okes.    In  consequence  of  the  advance  in  Europe,  2(J0p.  are 
DOW  asked. 

Pimento. 
50  bags ;  small  consumption ;  sells  for  about  the  same  as  pepper. 

Cloves, 
25  casks ;  always  saleable ;  at  present  p.  13  to  14  the  oke. 

Sugar. 

White  Brazil,  20  casks ;  do.  Havanna,  10  casks.  French  loaf  sells  at 
4p.  the  oke. 

Candles. 

TaJiow  dipped,  200  boxes ;  sell  freely  at  7p.  the  oke ;  most  usual  kinds 
14  to  19  to  tlie  oke ;  present  supplies  from  Trieste. 

Spermaceti. 

25  boices,  by  way  of  experiment ;  rather  a  large  consumption  of  wax  at 
24p.  the  oke. 

Tea. 

Hyson,  10  chests ;  saleable  at  80p.  the  oke ;  souchong,  10  chests, 
at  4tip.  the  oke;  and  ordinary  black,  10  chests,  13p.  to  20p.  the  oke  ;  im- 
perial, 5U  small  boxes,  75p.  the  oke. 

CochineaL 

Black,  20  serrons  ;  consumed  largely  here  and  iu  Syria ;  owing  to  large 
importations  of  inferior  quality,  rather  heavy  at  present,  and  not  more  than 
lOOp.  to  105  can  be  quoted  ;  though  the  best  would  command  120p. 

Sarsaparilla. 

30  bales;  constant  consumption;  sells  at  900p.  to  1,000  the  can  tar  of 
39^  okes. 

Cotton  manxijacturts. 

100  packages  assorted  white  goods  of  American  fabric.  From  1,500  la 
2,000  packages  of  English  manufactures  find  vent  here  annually.  At 
present  not  u  piece  remains  in  first  hands. 

East  India  long  cloths,  20  bales;  baftas,  20  bales;  nankeens,  1,00ft 
pieces;  these  articles  have  been  out  of  the  market  many  years,  but  would 
again  iind  favor. 
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Meiials. 

Copper,  200  pigs ;  lead,  200  pigs ;  iron,  300  do. :  would  be  taken  for  the 
Government  foundries  at  latest  prices.  ,  English  lead  sells  here  at  lOOp.  to 
105  the  cantar  of  80  okes ;  copper,  ISp.  the  oke  :  iron  ballast,  43p.  the  cantar 
of  82  okes. 

Whale  oil, 

100  hogsheads. 

Oak  bark, 

100  hhds.  Frequent  supplies  to  this  extcnl  from  Trieste  for  the  Gov- 
ernment tanney. 

Lumber, 

As  Egypt  produces  no  timber,  and  consumes  very  largely,  here  must  be 
a  margin  for  many  articles  from  the  United  States  under  this  head  ;  and 
the  followinp,  it  is  conceived,  niiglit  be  tried  with  every  prospect  of  succrss: 

Deals,  red,  500 ;  do.  white,  500 ;  rafters,  long  and  large,  1,000 ;  smaller, 
1,000;  boards,  3,000 ;  staves,  20,000;  oak  for  water  casks,  brought  from  Trieste 
in  large  quantities,  and  sold  to  the  Government  at  65  paras  each  ;  20,000 
pine,  for  powder  casks,  do.  25  paras ;  20,000  oak  and  pine  assorted,  on 
trial ;  oan^  1,000  assorted ;  large  consumption. 

N.  B. — Spars,  shingles,  laths,  <kc.  might  be  tried  in  small  quantities ; 
also,  an  assortment  of  elm,  beech  nut,  oak,  and  other  hard  woods. 

Nut  wood  sells  here  at  ^1  the  French  cubic  foot ;  elm  planks  for  gun 
carriages,  10  to  12  feet  by  1^  foot  and  6  inches  (French  measure)  at  50p. 
each. 

The  manufactures  and  lumber  are  particularly  recommended.  Indeed, 
of  the  laUer,  when  the  trade  is  begun,  many  cargoes  may  go  off  annually. 
The  arsenal  consumes  immensely,  and  extensive  buildings  are  going  on 
both  here  and  at  Cairo ;  besides  which,  the  consumption  of  private  ship- 
ping, and  the  internal  navigation,  has  to  be  provided  for.  It  must  be  taken 
into  account,  too,  that  no  limber  grows  in  the  country.  The  Pacha  is  en- 
deavoring to  render  the  forests  of  Adana  available  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Government ;  but  there  are  ipany  obstacles  to  overcome  before  supplies  can 
be  brought  from  thence,  so  as  to  affect  importations. 

Among  the  following  articles,  also,  it  is  probable  there  may  be  some  that 
would  turn  to  account,  but  they  are  proposed  with  less  confidence,  either 
from  ignorance  of  the  resources  of  the  United  States,  or  a  want  of  famili- 
arity with  the  goods  at  this  end.  It  must  be  recollected,  that  the  trade  under 
contemplation  has  to  be  formed  ;  and,  therefore,  scarcely  any  object  of  com- 
fnerce  ought  to  be  considered  too  insignificant  for  trial,  if  not  remote  from 
the  means  of  supply,  or  the  call  of  consumption. 

Lead  ore  p.  85  a  90,  cantars  of  54  okes,  in  knobs;  white  lead,  65  a  70 cases 
of  25  okes,  in  small  loaves.  Red  do.j  120  cantars  of  54  okes,  with  the  cask. 
Tin  bars  350  a  360,  36J.  Furs  :  supplies  for  winter  use  roach  us  through 
Constantinople  ;  the  Red  sea  trade  draws  largely  from  Cairo. 

Anchors.'-  A  dozen  for  vessels  of  100  to  250  tons. 
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Crim  fUniSj  for  the  anny,  come  from  France^ 

Musket  sibcfcs,  for  the  army,  come  from  France. 

In  estimating  the  chances  of  an  advantage  founded  upon  these  sugges- 
tions, the  American  merchants  will  naturally  have  in  view  the  proximity 
of  other  commercial  countries,  particularly  Syria,  Cyprus,  and  the  coasts 
and  islands  of  Asia  Minor.  Oil,  wine,  silk,  madder,  and  fruit,  might  be  met 
with  in  that  direction,  if,  in  consequence  of  disappointments  in  this  quarter, 
it  diould  be  aecessary  to  resort  elsewhere  for  returns,  or  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  explore  the  adjacent  regions  to  vary  them. 

Finally,  the  following  table  of  our  moneys,  weights,  and  measures,  offers 
a  key  to  the  prefixed  quotations. 

The  imperial  crown,  or  dollar,  is  thfe  general  standard  of  value.  This  is  at 
present  worth  18  piastres  and  10  paras.  The  Spanish  dollar  19  ;  doubloon 
$16 ;  Eljjglish  sovereign  $5.    The  piaster  is  divided  into  40  paras. 

Our  exchanges  are  as  follows :  London  p.  70,  fov  the  pounds  sterling,  paya- 
ble in  dollars  at  p.  15 ;  Marseilles,  francs  5  60  for  the  imperialcrown  ;  I^g* 
hoin  pez.  d'o.  105  for  $100;  Trieste  Kreutz  128  for  the  imperial  crown. 

The  oke  consists  of  400  drachms ; 

The  oke  rotolo  of  144        do. 

P.  100  okes  are  equal  to  275  lbs.  avoirdupois^ 

]23§  French  killograms. 

227  lbs.  of  Vienna. 

370  lbs.  of  Leghorn. 

160  lbs.  rotolo  of  Malta. 

1 12  lbs.  English,  do.  40  okes. 

The  ordinary  cantar  is  of  44  okes,  and  is  understood  when  no  mention 
is  made  to  the  contrary. 

But  there  are  also  various  cantars  differing  according  to  the  merchan- 
dise. 'J'he  ardeb  is  about  an  English  quarter ;  100  ardebs  are  equal  to  400 
sacks  of  Leghorn  ;  250  mines  of  Genoa  ;  173  charges  of  Marseilles;  333 
stare  of  Venice ;  98  imperial,  quarters ;  100  striked  salms  of  Malta. 

The  long  measure  is  in  pikes,  100  of  which  are  equal  to  76  yards  En- 
glish. 57  aims  French,  33^  canes  of  Malta. 

The  oke  equal  to  43  English  ounces. 

135  rotoios    do.    45  okes. 

The  pike       do.   27  English  inches. 

IJpike  do.        French  aun. 

iX  pike  do.        English  yard. 

The  ardeb     do.        i  of  an  English  ton. 

As  to  freights,  the  main  streams  of  our  commerce  being  in  the  direction 
of  Trieste,  Malta,  Leghorn,  Marseilles,  and  England,  the  carrying  trade  is 
conducted  under  the  flags  of  the  respective  countries;  while  that  of  the 
Levant  has  fallen  mainly  into  the  hands  of  the  Greeks.  Here  is  no  want 
of  shipping,  nor  is  there  likely  to  be  any;  but  at  the  current  freights,  Ame- 
rican bottoms  would  never  be  long  without  employment. 

Our  commissions  and  mercantile  charges  generally,  are  like  those  of 
Smyrna  and  other  ports  of  the  Levant.- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedrent,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  GLIDUON, 
United  States  Consular  Agent. 

To  his  excellency  Commodore  David  Porter, 

Chargi  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States: 
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P&RA,  June  13,  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
the  United  Srates  consular  agent  at  Alexandria,  and  of  a  translation  re- 
specting the  commerce  of  Aleppo,  which  will^  no  doubt,  be  perused  wiih 
much  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  Louis  McLane, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


[translation,] 

Aleppo,  April  8,  1834. 

Sir:  * 

I  see  by  your  letter,  that  before  conferring  on  me  the  title  of  consular 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  this  place,  you  wish  to  be  furnished  with  its 
commercial  details,  in  order  to  be  able  to  judge  whether  or  not  it  is  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  attract  the  attention  of  your  Government.  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  Aleppo,  notwithstanding  its  deca}^  is  rendered  by 
its  position  a  great  commercial  point,  furnishing  the  Pachalicks  of  Deabeker, 
Monssol,  and  Bagdad,  with  all  sorts  of  cotton'manufactures,  cotton  thread, 
colonial  iarticies,  &c.,  (fee.  For  many  years  the  English  have  found  here  an 
extensive  market  for  their  manufactures,  which  are  m  great  demand  by  mer- 
chantsof  all  nations.  It  is  said  that  between  five  and  six  thousand  bales  of  man- 
ufactures, consisting  in  calicoes,  of  all  sorts  and  qualities,  and  cotton  thread, 
are  yearly  brought  from  the  British  establishment  at  Bagdad,  and  consumed 
in  Aleppo,  and  the  above-mentioned  pachalicks.  A  greater  or  less  consump- 
tion 01  the  articles  depends  upon  the  frequent  arrivals  of  caravans  from 
Monssol  and  Bagdad  ;  the  prices  according  to  the  demand  ;  an  exact  esti- 
mate cannot  be  made  of  the  profits ;  the  English  houses  are. satisfied  with 
a  profit  of  fifteen  per  cent.  The  import  and  export  duties  are  nearly  equal. 
At  Aleppo,  fifty-five  piastres  is  paid  per  quintal,  (the  quintal  of  180  okes.) 
The  tariff  is  l^per  cent. ;  brokerage,  1^  per  cent. ;  commission  on  sales  and 
purchases,  3^  per  cent. ;  with  some  few  other  charges.  The  Swiss  supply 
Aleppo,  by  the  way  of  Genoa  and  Leghorn,  with  a  large  quantity  of  cali- 
coes and  linens,  and  France  furnishes  us  wuh  cloths  and  hats.  London 
and  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean  make  considerable  invoice  in  cochineal, 
indigo,  coffee,  sugar,  pepper,  and  cloves;  from  Florence,  we  have  silk  and 
paper  ;  from  Germanj',  hats  and  many  manufactured  objects.  Formerly  the 
returns  were  made  in  gall-nuts,  wool,  and  cotton,  but  at  this  time  the  export 
of  the  latter  article  has  considerably  diminished ;  Uie  gall-nuts,  however,  are 
still  considerable.  •  We  have  also  Ihe  silks  of  Antioch,  of  Beyruth,  and  of 
Persia,  which  forms  a  considerable  part  of  the  trade ;  the  rest  are  remitted 
in  letters  of  exchange  on  Constantinople,  and  in  packages  of  gold  and  bars 
of  silver.  Money  was  never  lent  at  interest  at  Aleppo,  until  the  Govern- 
ment fell  into  the  hands  of  Mehemet  Ali,  who  has  established  a  person 
here,  and  loans  money  at  24  per  cent,  per  year. 

The  annual  exports  are  supposed  to  exceed  the  imports.     I  presume,  sir, 
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!Q  maktD^;  this  import  I  have  complied  with  yodr  commatids,  and  it  only 
remaiDs  for  me  to  day,  that  like  all  cities  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  Ihe  course 
of  money  changes  here  evpry  month. 

1  am,  \vith  great  respect,  your  obedient  ^tv'ani, 

MOei  de  PICICI'TO. 


St.  Ste^hano,  Jiify  9^  1884. 

Sib:  In  jour  instractions  of  the  iOth  of  October,  1833,  lam  called  on 
to  communicate,  from  time  to  time,  such  information  as  may  promote  the 
great  interest  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  no\r  take  the 
liberty  to  state  that  I  know  of  no  information  on  this  head  in  my  power  to 
furnish  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  communications  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  make  at  different  periods.  I  beg,  however,  if  any  thing  is  wanting, 
that  it  may  be  pointed  out  to  me,  that  I  may  supply  the  deficiency.  I  haVe 
now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  new  consular  a^ebt 
in  AUepo,  and  so  soon  as  J  obtain  from  you  tiie  additional  copies  of  the 
consular  instructions  and  treaty,  applied  for  by  my  letter  of  the  26th  of 
April  last,  I  shall  call  on  him  for  detailed  information  respecting  the  com- 
merce of  that  Pachalick,  of  which  1  have  already  notified  him,  in  order  that 
he  may  be  prepared  to  answer  the  call. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  * 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  Louis  McLanEi 

t&eeretaty  qf  Slmte. 


tli^iYfeD  SlAl*M  LtiGATttJw, 

Slf.  St^hmo,  Octbbtr  8,1S84. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  eticlose  you  a  copy  of  aletterfroiln  the  United 
Stfltes  consular  agent  at  Salonica,  transmitting  a  quarterly  report  of  the 
coiDiqeice  of  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  ereat  respect,  tour  obedient  s^rvanU 

^  DATJDPOttTER. 

6on.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  ^f  Siatt. 


SAi^oNtoAf  October  l3ylS3iL 

8if<R : '  1  b&re' the  hotidt' lo*  tiMDNiiil,  bere 
fM|[n^flMt^Ms  anddej^ito^  to  the ^Oth  ultino,  lather  witfaa  mteof 
Mifto  tfimstelimsebd^wijie. 

TtadC)  in  ipenefral,  is' rapidly  increasing ;  but,  for  this  verv' reason,  pribes 
4o  hot  advance  in  proportion,  although  they  have  not  receaed  for  the  last 
three  itumths;  itndthefe  is  evdryrettson  to  look  for  imptovement  ddritig 
the  ensuing  fairs  of  Succa^  in  next  monthi  and  of  Serres,  in  FebruarY  \ 
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both  of  which  consume  largely  in  colonials  and  manufactures:  soon  after 
which,  several  other  fairs  take  place  of  minor  importance,  but,  generally, 
well  attended  and  requiring  considerable  supplies  of  the  same  articles,  to- 
gether with  tins,  irons,  and  earthenware.  From  the  calculations  I  have  re- 
cently been  enabled  to  form  of  the  business  yearly  transacted  at  Salonica, 
it  results  that  the  imports  in  colonials,  manufactures,  and  metals,  exceed 
700,000  dollars,  whilst  the  exports  do  not  average  more  than  one-half  of 
this  sum — a  proof  that  the  balance  of  trade  is  decidedly  against  Turkey, 
partly  proceeding  from  the  monopolies  persisted  in  by  the  Government, 
partly  from  the  want  of  encouragement  and  protection  to  the  necessitous 
cultivators,  but  mostly  from  the  injurious  system  of  the  Government  agents 
in  levying  duties  and  prohibiting  free  sale  and  a  contested  market  for  the 
produce  of  the  farmers  and  other  producers,  together  with  the  very  scanty 
population  of  the  industrious  classes,  possessing  intelligence  and  means  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  a  country  replete  wiin  every  natural  facility  for 
becoming  one  of  the  first  in  Europe  as  regards  grain,  seeds,  oil,  silk,  sponges, 
cotton,  sheeps'  wool,  skins,  tobacco,  wine,  wax,  honey,  nuts  of  various  quali- 
ties, timber,  &c. 

«  «  •«  ••  «•  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  very  humble  servant, 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 
To  Comrhodore  Porter, 

Minister  of  the  United  States^  ^c,  Constantinople, 


United  States  Legation, 

iSi.  Stepkano^  November  11,  1834. 

Sir. 

•  «  «  «  •  •  «  •  • 

I  now,  in  the  execution  of  the  above  cited  orders,  have  the  honor  to  send 
you'a  report  respecting  the  Pachalick  of  Aleppo,  which  completes  a  series  of 
reports  respecting  the  commerce  of  Turkey,  including  details  from  the  fol- 
lowing consular  agents,  to  wit:  consular  agent  at  Salonica,  Mr.  W.  R 
Llewellyn,  1832;  consular  agent  at  Beyrout,  IMr.  Jasper  Chasseaud,  March 
20, 1832 ;  Mr.  D.  Bonnal,  agent  at  la  Canee,  1st  December,  1832 ;  cousolar 
agent  at  Constantinople,  IVIr.  W.  N.  Churchill,  21st  July,  1832;  consular 
agent  at  Alexandria,  Mr.  John  Gliddon,  ISth  September,  1833 ;  consular 
agent  at  Cyprus,  Mr.  Marino  de  Mattee,  19th  January,  1833. 

These  aetails  comprise  the  greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  Turkey, 
which  I  had  hoped  to  make  complete  before  this ;  but  the  difficulty  ^ 
finding  suitable  persons  to  fill  the  office  of  agents,  and  of  sufficient  intelli' 
gence  to  furnish  the  information  required,  has  preventexl  me  (rom  doing  so. 
The  prospect  I  have  in  view,  of  placing  a  suitable  agent  at  Mokha,  and 
thereby  establishing  a  communication  with  Muscat,  will,  with  the  pn»pect 
of  information  which  I  may  derive  from. the  agent  at  Aleppo,  added  to  what 
I  have  already  received  respecting  the  commerce  of  Bagdad,  complete  this 
duty,  with  the  exception  of  the  commerce  of  the  Asiatic  ports  of  the  Black 
sea,  accounts  of  which  I  have  no  opportunity  of  obtaining  that  can  be  re- 
lied on.    Nor  have  I  bad  any  opportunity  of  appointing  an  agent  at  Tre- 
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bisood,  the  principal  commercial  port  in  that  quarter;  the  trade  to  which 

place,  however,  is  carried  off  chiefly  by  caravans  to  and  from  Persia. 
♦  *  ♦•♦•♦«  •« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — ^The  interesting  report  of  the  Chevalier  Duriffhello,  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  Pachalick  of  Aleppo,  cannot  be  translated  and  got  ready  for 
this  mail.     It  will,  therefore,  be  sent  shortly,  by  some  other  occasion. 

D.  P. 


United  States  Legatiox, 
St.  Stephana,  November  19,  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  translation  of  a  report  of  the 
commerce  of  Aleppo,  mentioned  in  my  last  despatch ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  Mr.  J.  P.  Brown,  requiring  further  information,  in  addition  to  that  al- 
ready required  of  him,  respecting  the  commerce  of  the  Black  sea,  and  which 
«nll  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[translation.] 

United  States  Consular  Agency, 

Aleppo,  October  17,  1834. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  my  promise  in  my  last  despatch,  dated  19th  of 
September,  and  in  conformity  with  your  orders  of  the  2ist  of  August,  I 
have  used  every  possible  exertion  to  collect,  the  required  information  con- 
ceraing  the  commerce  of  the  PachaUck  of  Aleppo.  I  have  thought  it  proper 
to  commence  my  report  with  a  notice  of  the.  present  state  of  the  Pachalick, 
persuaded,  sir,  it  will  be  accepted  as  a  proof  of  my  zeal  to  serve  the  Gov- 
ernment 

The  Pachalick  of  Aleppo  comprehends  the  handsomest  portion  of  Syria. 
The  city  of  Aleppo,  decayed  from  its  ancient  splendor,  is  now  only  a  place 
that  attracts  a  considerable  share  of  commerce.  Its  proximity  to  the  sea 
attracts  the  trade  of  all  the  cities  of  the  interior,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
fkx^k  to  Aleppo  to  dispose  of  the  productions  of  a  large  portion  of  the  coun- 
try. Besides  its  own  productions,  which  consist  in  grain,  pistachio  nuts,  * 
oil,  tobacco,  silk,  wool,  and  cotton,  Aleppo  possesses  the  advantage  of 
being  a  manufacturing  town.     . 

At  this  moment  of  stagnation  of  commerce,  it  contains  near  four  thousand 
tradesmen,  five-sixths  of  whom  are  employed  in  the  nianufacturo  of  linens 
and  ordinary  stufis,  and  the  remaining  sixth  in  fine  stuffs. 

At  the  last  census  the  population  amounted  to  eighty  thousand  souls, 
fifty-six  thousand  of  whom  were  Mahometans,  twenty  ttiousand  Christians, 
and  the  remaining  four  thousand  Jews. 

When  we  compare  the  small  number  of  inhabitants  with  vi\i\A  VC  "^^ 
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five  years  ag^o,  we  are  struck  with  astonishment,  as  the  present  number  is 
reduced  to  tne  half  of  what  it  then  was. 

After  Aleppo,  Aritioch  is  the  most  considerable  town  in  the  Pachalick. 
Silk  is  its  principal  production.  This  place  would  be  greatly  benefitted  if 
the  project  of  uniting  the  Euphrates  with  the  Orontes  (^which  Ibrahim 
Pacha  conceived  during  his  residence  here)  was  carried  into  execution. 
It  has  been  deferred,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  not  be  ex- 
ecuted until  the  conqueror  possesses  himself  cf  Mesopotamia  and  the 
Pachahc  of  Bagdad,  of  which  he  has  long  nourished  a  hope.  The  other 
towns  of  the  I^chalick,  such  as  Kiles,  Antab,  Idleb,  &c.,  are  agricultural 
towns,  and  produce  the  same  articles  as  the  neighborhood  of  Aleppo.  Kiles 
and  Antab  contain  several  manufactories  of  leather  and  morocco,  which 
supply  the  local  consumption.  Idleb  gives  its  name  to  the  cotton  of  all  the 
Pachalick. 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  the  town  of  Lattagni6  is  the  residence 
of  the  assents  of  Aleppo.  It  contains  fifteen  thousand  souls.  The  princi- 
pal production  is  tobacco.  Although  the  port  is  permitted,  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  Turks,  to  fall  into  ruins,  it  is  frequented  by  a  number  of 
French,  Endish,  Sardinian,  and  Austrian  vessels,  of  from  120  to  140  tons 
burden.  The  port  is  dangerous,  and  very  few  winters  pass  that  are 
not  accompanied  with  several  accidents.  Captains,  for  this  reason,  prefer 
the  other  ports,  of  which  we  shall  presently  speak.  Five  Europeans  reside 
there,  and  all  are  in  charge  of  one  or  more  of  the  agencies  of  the  consuls  at 
Aleppo.  Their  commerce  with  Europe  and  the  ports  of  the  Levant  is 
trifling.  All  the  merchandise  imported  at  Lattignie  is  brought  to  Aleppo, 
and  nearly  all  the  articles  exported  belong  to  merchants  of  the  latter  place. 
It  is  calculated  that,  in  a  common  year,  eight  or  ten  French  vessels  arrive 
there  from  Marseilles,  and  seven  or  eight  English,  Sardinian,  and  Aus- 
trian vessels  from  Genoa,  Leghorn,  and  Trieste.  All  these  vessels  dis- 
cbaige  and  receive  entire  cargoes,  (except  the  tlnglish,  which  go  to  Smyrna,) 
and  sail  for  Cyprus,  Bey  rout,  Tripoli,  d&c,  &c.  It  is  seldom  these  operations 
^^tahi  them  6ix  molsLths. 

A  eoasting  trade  is  carried  on  from  Jaffa  to  Tarsons,  the  vessels  foueh- 
ing  at  Cyprus.  Koue  but  small  vessels  are  employed  in  this  trade,  manned 
Avith  either  Greek  or  Ottoman  subjects. 

Alexandrette  is  the  second  port  in  the  Pachalick,  and  undoubtedly  the  best, 
but  the  mali^ity  of  itsi  climate  deprives  it  of  that  advantage  as  a  piace 
of  trade,  which  it  would  otherwise  enjoy.  Its  harbor  is  sufficiently  large  to 
l^helter  a  squadron.  The  town  is  destitute  of  inhabitants,  with  the  exceptioD 
6f  one  factoty,  charged  with  all  the  agencies  of  the  consuls  at  Aleppo. 
Only  English  vessels  touch  there,  six  or  eight  of  which  arrive^eariy,  and 
aft^r  discharging  their  cai^oes,  (which  are  consigned  to  merchants  in  Aleppo,) 
;generalIysailforSmyma,n6t  being  able  to-procure  a  cargo  directly  for  Eng- 
ird. Two  or  three  vessels  belonging  to  other  nations  arrive  during  the 
year.  The  soil  of  Alexandrette  produces  only  a  small  quantity  of  grain. 
The  marsh  with  which  it  is  surrounded  rendered  it  at  all  times  terrible  to  the 
inhabitants  and  navigators,  imt  within  the  Inst  ten  years  its  climate  has  bo- 
come  more  salubrious,  owing,  as  Mr.  Martinelle  assures  me,  ta  a  canal  dag 
by  the  soldiers,  after  a  plan  piresented  to  Ibrahim  Pacha.  The  plaeoe  is 
now  perfectly  healthy,  and  it  is  hoped  this  change  may  cause  the  port  to  be 
more  fVequented.    The  Government  wagons  intended  to  be  estabitshed  bi 
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the  benefit  of  coimnerce,  will  sensibly  diminish  the  carriage  of  merchan- 
dise. 

Snedie  (the  ancient  Selencia)  has  a  port  in  ruins  ;  if  the  plan  of  uniting 
the  Orontes  with  the  Euphrates  is  carried  into  execution,  in  all  probability 
this  port  will  he  repaired  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  merchandise  up 
the  Orontes,  w^ich  here  discharges  itself. 

Now,  sir,  as  I  have  made  known  to  you  the  state  of  this  Pachalick,  I  shall 
i:eply  to  the  divers  questions  contained  in  your  abovementioned  despatch. 

The  commerce  with  th^  other  ports  of  the  empire  is  cHiefly  carried  on 
by  landy  and  is  in  the  hands  of  persons  of  small  capitals,  who  prefer  this 
roate  as  less  dangerous.  Every  year  from  four  to  six  caravans  depart  for 
Smyrna  and  Constantuiople.  The  journey  is  commonly  performed  in  from 
forty  to  sixty  days ;  there  is  no  fixed  period  for  their  arrivals  or  departures. 
The  caravans  for  BByrout,  Tripoli,  Lattagnie,  Antioch,  Alexandrette,  Adana, 
and  Tarsons,  go  and  return  without  any  fixed  time.  The  trade  with  Alex* 
andm  is  an  exception,  being  confined  wholly  to  the  sea.  Our  merchants 
do  but  little  business  with  that  place,  with  the  exception  of  one  house 
opened  here,  under  the  direction  of  Europeans,  by  the  Egyptian  Qovern** 
meor,  to  consign  their  salt  and  manufactures.  Considerable  shipments 
have  already  b^n  made,  but  the  result  is  not.  known. 

A  trade  is  carried  on  between  Cairo  and  Damascus*  The  caravans  from 
the  interior,  on  the  side  of  Persia,  go  to  Bagdad  and  Ezerbun;  the  annual 
number  cannot  be  determined.  Every  year  numerous  caravans  of  Persian 
pilgrims  go  to  Mecca  for  the  f&te  of  Courban  Baimm,  and  pass  by  this  city  both 
going  and  coming.*  The  pilgrims  commonly  expend  here,  in  inanufac- 
turea  and  European  comouxlities,  about  three  thousand  purses.  From 
Mesopotamia,  caravans  go  sometimes  to  Monssoul ;  the  commercial  rela* 
tioDs  with  this  last  place  are  superseded  by  Orpha.Diarbekir,  Merdin,  &>c.^  &c. 
Merchandise  is  transmitted  from  one  of  these  places  to  the  other.  By 
the  return  of  the  caravans,  we  receive  gallnuts,  cotton  thread  of  Monssoul, 
goats' wool,  and  clothes,  manufactured  in  the  difi*erent  towns  of  Mesopo- 
taraia^  By  the  way  of  the  desert,  Bagdad  is  the  most  distant  city.  Formerly 
the  camyansfirom  that  place  were  frequent,  btit  at  present  scarcely  one 
arrives  during  the  year;  this  is  in  part  owing  to  the  roads  being  infested 
with  trib^  of  wandering  Arabs,  who  are  a  continual  source  of  fear  to  the 
caravans.  The  Egyptian  Government  pretended  to  chastise  several  hordes 
of  them  whorefased  to  discontinue  their  depredations^ 

India,  Persia,  Georgia,  and  the  borders  of  the  Caspian,  have  no  direct 
eoBiniiifiieation  with  this  Paohsilick. 

The  caravans  for  Constantinople  and  Smyrna  export  the  manufactures 
of  Aleppo,  and  import,  in  return,  European  manu&ctures  and  colonials. 
Tbe  caravans  from  Beylrout,  Lattagnie,  and  Alexandrette,  are  chiefly 
employed  in  transporting  articles  of  importation  and  exportation,  going  to, 
and  returning :  from,  Europe.  Silks  of  an  ordinary  quality  are  brought 
fromAntioch,  and  after  being  prepared  here^  are  sent  to  Genoa^  where 
ttey  are  in  great^  demand.  These  silks  answer  extremely  well  in  the 
maoafactUfe.  of  velvet.  The  articles  of  exportation  for  Antioch,  are 
Earopctfin  manufocturesi  and  oolonials. 

Adana  and  Taiaon^  (Caramanie)  produce  grain,  wool,  and  cotton ;  the 
fiDst^mentioned  in  large  quantities. 

From  Alexandria,  tbe  Government  exports  linens  and  calieoes  of  itsown 
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known  whether  the  Government  gains  by  tliese  speculations.  There  is  no 
article  of  exportation  for  Egypt  in  this  Pachalick  ;  the  Egyptians  consome 
their  native  productions,  and  when  they  are  obliged  to  import,  prefer  those 
of  Damascus. 

The  caravans  from  the  interior  are  supplied  at  Aleppo  with  imported 
articles  from  Europe ;  those  from  Bagdad  dnd  Mesopotamia  never  take 
colonials,  with  the  exception  of  cochineal. 

The  importations  from  Bagdad  consist  in  Mokha  coffee,  Tumbac  of 
Persia  and  of  its  tertitories,  buffalo  hides,  gallnuts  of  Monssoul,  silks  of 
Persia,  Cashmere  shawls,  fine  pearls,  dye-wood,  indigo  of  Bengal,  and 
drugs  of  different  quallies.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  this  statement,  that 
the  commerce  of  Persia  is  nearly  all  carried  on  through  Bagdad,  and  that 
of  India  by  other  routes. 

Bagdad  is  the  only  city  in  the  interior  where  Europeans  arc  established; 
it  contains  two  houses,  one  English  and  the  other  Austrian.  The  English 
establishment  is  maintained  with  great  pomp.  The  French  give  the  title 
of  consul  to  a  bishop  sent  from  Rome  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  catho- 
lics ;  at  this  time  the  post  is  vacant. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  make  any  thing  like  a  true  estimate  of  the 
value  of  produce  imported  and  exported  by  the  caravans.  It  depends,  how- 
ever, in  a  great  measure,  on  the  four  following  causes,  namely:  the  abund- 
ance of  the  crops,  the  riches  circulating  in  the  country,  peace  or  war,  and 
the  exactions  of  the  Government. 

Europeans  and  people  of  India,  engaged  in  trade  with  Europe,  export 
gallnuts,  silk,  cotton,  wool,  wax,  old  copper,  goats'  wool,  hare  skins,  aud 
drugs :  these  articles  are  sent  to  France,  Italy,  and  England.  The  amount 
of  exports  not  being  sufficient  to  purchase  a  return  cargo,  the  sum  is  sup- 
plied in  bills  of  exchancre,  or  wedges  of  gold  and  silver.  This  system  has 
drained  the  country  of  its  riches,  and  the  Government  has  unsuccessfully 
endeavored  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  The  continual  augmentation  of  Turkish 
money  is  another  reason  for  the  returns  being  made  in  this  way.  As  soon 
as  the  price  of  the  piastre  approaches  the  intrinsic  value  of  gold,  the 
speculator  seizes  on  that  moment  to  dispose  of  them.  This  system  should 
.  open  the  eyes  of  the  Government  of  the  east  on  their  currency,  which  niihs 
and  impoverishes  commerce.  The  injuries'  sustained  by  the  merchants  of 
the  Ljevant  have  been  incalculable. 

The  principal  articles  imported  from  France  are  cloths,  hats,  maslins, 
bordered  with  gold  and  silver,  and  lace  of  Lyons,  colonials,  such  as  cofl^, 
sugar,  cochineal,  indigo,  pepper,  allspice,  cloves,  rocon  and  dye  wood,  lead, 
tin,  in  sheets  and  blocks,  paper,  ice,  &c. 

Genoa  and  Leghorn  import  the  same  articles,  with  the  exception  of  cloths, 
coralsj  French  ware,  needles,  pins,  wire,  glassware,  looking  glasses,  and 
other  wares  of  Germany. 

The  Hnglish  make  their  principal  entries  in  coUon  manufactures,  white 
and  printed,  cotton  thread  and  colonials. 

It  is  easy  to  see,  by  the  above  statement,  that  colonials  are  more  in  de- 
mand in  this  Pachalick  than  any  other  articles.  They  are  brought  from  all 
quarters :  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  France.  Italy,  England,  &c.,  dec. ;  and 
we  may  say,  without  exaggeration,  that  the  consumption,  in  a  commoa 
year,  amounts  to  1,50U  sacks  of  coffee,  500  cases  of  sugar,  300  cases  of  in* 
aigo,  260  barrels  of  cochineal,  300  bags  of  pepper,  &c. 

This  statement  of  the  consumption  is  sufficient  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  United  States  Government  to  the  commerce  of  this  country.    We  may 
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also  add  to  the  above  estimate,  the  demands  of  Damascus  and  many,  other 
towns. 

€k>tton  'thread  is  anotiier  article  meriting  the  attention  of  American  mer* 
chants.  The  consumption  in  this  Pachalick  is  about  2,000  bales,  containing 
sixty  bundles  each.  As  there  are  so  many  manufactories  of  this  article  in 
America,  and  their  vessels  are  navigated  so  expeditiously  and  at  so  little 
expense,  they  may  easily  rival  the  En/rlish  in  this  important  branch  of 
trade.  The  consumption  of  the  Pachalick  of  Aleppo  alone  does  not  demand 
so  much  attention,  but  I  am  persuaded  that  among  an  enterprising  people, 
a  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  this  country  will  lead  some  persons  to  embark 
in  it.  If  I  wished  to  trade,  I  should  prefer  this  branch  of  commerce,  as  it 
not  only  extends  itself  through  this  Pachalick,  but  all  the  Levant. 

In  France,  Italy,  Switzerland,  and  Germany,  cotton  thread  is  spun  to 
supply  the  local  manufactories.  England  is  the  only  country  that  exports 
it,  obliged  us  she  is  to  seek  materials  in  other  countries. 

Commissions  charged  by  the  merchants  of  this  Pachalick  on  purchases 
and  sales,  amount  to  10  p^r  cent,  on  rich  articles,  and  from  16  to  18  per 
cent,  on  those  of  ordinary  qualities  :  such  as  sugar,  pepper,  and  paper.  In 
these  charges  3  per  cent.,  paid  at  the  custom-house,  is  included. 

The  currency  in  circulation  is  as  follows :  The  old  mahmondia  value 
66  Turkish  piastres  equal  $2  87 ;  the  new  mahmondia  p.54,  g2  34 ;  the 
old  adli  p.l8i,  80  79 ;  the  new  adli  p.l6|,  $0  73;  the  old  gazi  p.2l4, 
^  93  ;  the  new  gazi  p.21,  $0  91  ;  Holland  sequins  p.48,  $2  08';  Venetian 
sequins  p.48^,  £2  10 ;  Talari  de  la  Reine,  p.22,  $0  95  ;  piastres  23  ; 
gold  in  wedges  p.65,  $2  82.  The  drachm  and  a  half  silver  in  wedges 
p.276,  $12  the  hundred  drachms. 

ThiS|  sir,  is  the  information  relative  to  our  commerce  which  I  have  col- 
lected in  conformity  with  your  order,  and  hope  it  may  be  acceptable  to  you, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  useful  to  the  United  States  Government,  of  which  1 
am  proud  to  be  the  agent  in  this  country. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

LB  CHEVAL.  DURIGHELLO. 

Commodore  David  Porter, 

Charge  (P  Affaires  of  the  United  States  . 

near  the  Sublime  Porte^  Constantinople. 


United  States  Legation, 

St.  Stephano,  Naoember  12,  1834. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  information  required  of  you  by  my  call  of  the 
25th  of  October,  I  have,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  desire  that  you  should  collect  and  furnish  me  for  his  infpr- 
mation,  detailed  information  of  the  commerce  that  may  be  carried  on  to 
the  Black  sea,  particularly  with  the  Asiatic  ports;  you  will  make  your 
communication  on  this  subject  as  full  and  as  minute  as  possible  ;  naming 
the  articles  proper  for  export  to  and  from  the  principal  ports ;  the  quantity 
required  for  consumption  at  each ;  and  the  quantity  of  the  articles  exported 
from  them  respectively  in  each  year ;  what  nations  now  enjoy  the  trade, 
and  their  proportions  of  it  respectively. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J).  PORTER. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Brown, 

V.  8.  Actinff  Consul,  Consfaniinaple. 
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United  States  Lcgation, 

SL  Slephano,  December  5,  1831. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  the  report  of  Mr.  John  P.  Brown,  acting  consul  al 
Constantinople,  respecting  the  commerce  of  Constantinople  and  the  Black 
sea,  and  I  beg*  leave  to  draw  your  attention. to  the  trade  in  wool  of  this 
country,  of  the  benefit  of  which  the  United  States  is  deprived  by  the  duties 
laid  on  the  importations  of  wool  into  the  United  States,  amounting  to  a  pro- 
hibition of  wool  from  Turkey,  and  throwing  the  trade  into  other  channels, 
much  to  the  injury  of  our  commerce  and  to  our  mQ.nu factories. 

This  statement  of  Mr.  Brown  terminates  a  series  of  reports  on  the  com- 
merce of  Turkfey,  so  far  as  the  establishment  of  consular  agencies  here 
enabled  me  to  procure  information  op  the  subject,  but  it  is  not  improbable 
that,  in  the  course  of  time,  other  sources  of  information  may  arise  to  fur- 
nish me  with  further  details,  all  of  which  will  be  .corammunicnted. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


United  States  Consclatk, 

ConstcnUinoplej  November  2&|  1634# 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  that  I  should  furnish  you,  for  the  informa- 
tipD  oi  the  United  States  Government,  an  account  of  tlie  commerce  of  Con- 
staAtinople,  with  any  details  I  may  collect  respecting  the  trade  of  the  differ- 
ent ports  in  the  Black  sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  quarterly  return 
of  vessels  which  have  entered  and  departed  from  this  port,  and  regret  my 
not  being  able  to  famish  their  cargoes  in  full,  or  their  tonnage,  ogre^ibly  to 
your  request.  The  irregular  nature  of  public  offices  in  this  place  renders 
it  extretnely  difficult  to  ascertain,  the  truth.  The  manifests  in  full  are  not 
called  for  by  the  Chancelries,  merely  stating  the  gross  nature  of  the  cargo 
being  all  the  Porte  requires  in  the  application  for  the  vessel's  firman  ;  and 
even  at  the  custom-house  the  correct  quantities  and  qualities  are  not  known 
with  exactness.  Perhaps  there  a  fuller  information  might  be  found;  but 
the  consequent  expense  attending  an  application  there  constrains  me  to  of- 
fer you  such  commercial  details  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  could 
be  otherwise  procured. 

In  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September,  6,050  tons,  employing 
28^ seamen,  have  e^red;ai^4  sailed  from  thi^  por|t  under  the  English  flag; 
whilst.3,274  tons,  and  IGl'seamea,  have  passed  the  Bosphprus  under  the 
same  flag,  on  their  r^tjurn  from  Russian  ports,  vi?:  Odessia  and  Tagaprock. 
The  nature  of  their  cargpes,  as  far  s^  attainable,  are  entered  in  coounoa 
with  the  cargoes  of  the  vessels  of  oth^r  natic^is  passing  the  Bosphoivs. 

From  the  province  of  Bessfirabifi,  the  princinal  cpmxQeiCfial  town  of 
w;hich  is  Ish mail,  great  quiinti ties  of  tailow;,  butter^  bida^  honey,  and  cheese 
pass  through  the  Sospborus,  mostly  ip  Au^rian,  Greek,  and  Sa^inian  ves- 
sels.; importing  their  colonials,  such  as,  coffee,  sug^r,  pepi)er,  dried;  fruits, 
wine,  and  white  manufactures. 

Odessa  is  the  most  cpinmercial  port  of  the  Black  sea,  and  from  whence 
2,000  cargpes  of  wheat  are  aunually  exported  to  the  ports  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean.   The  other  articles  of  export  are  butter,  hides^  WPPV  pitchy  tar,  lin- 


seed  oil,  cordage,  sail  cloths,  and  several  kinds  of  linens ;  the  imports  are, 
for  the  tnost  part,  English  colonials,  German  manufactures,  with  wine  and 
dried  fruits  from  the  Archipelago. 

From  the  Crimea,  the  principal  commercial  towns  of  which  are  Enpa- 
toriaand  Sebastopol,  the  exports  are  much  the  same  as  Odessa.  Taganrock, 
at*the  head  of  the  Sea  of  Azof,  is  the  principal  port  in  that  sea,  and  produces 
the  finest  grain  that  passes  through  the  Bosphorus.  Butter,  tallow,  hides, 
wool,  black  and  whife  sole  leather,  black  and  white  currier,  linens,  cdrdage, 
pitch,  tar,  linseed  oil,  and  salt  lieef  are  her  exports. 

The  imports  are  similar  to  those  of  the  Crimea.  The  iron  wares  of  Toula, 
in  the  province  of  the  isame  name,  115  miles  from  Moscow,  are  a  great  op- 
position to  the  Mediterranean  trade  in  that  line  ;  and  was  it  dot  fdr  the 
land  carriage  from  the  place  of  manufacture  to  the  Seaports,  they  wk>irid 
undersell  the  produceof  any  other  nation.  Much  of  these  wares  pass  through 
Taganrock. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Black  sea,  Redut  Kh&leh  is  an  entrepot  for 
the  furs  of  the  Caucassian  mountains,  and  formerly  carried  on  a  considera- 
ble trade  with  Georgia,  under  an  imperial  iikase  oi  1822,  but  which  ex- 
pired in  1832.  Through  Trebizonde,  the  greatest  part  of  the  trade  with 
Peisia  now  passes.  The  articles  most  in  deniand  are  woollen  arid  cotton 
cloths,  cambrics,  chintzes,  calicoes,  such  as  baftaes  and  China  ware  and 
cutlery.  The  Persians  use  great  quanlilies  of  printed  calicoes ;  and  to 
command  llici' markets  they  should  be  of  very  fanciful  patterns,  and,  above 
all,  cheap.  Any  superiority  in  the  quality  is  thrown  away  on  them.  The 
English  merchants  in  this  place  have  found,  from  experience,  that  stuffs  of 
coarse  kinds  meet  the  readiest  sale,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  Rus- 
sian. 

At  least  7,000  packages  of  manufactures  pass  through  Trebizonde  annu- 
ally for  Tabriz ;  4,000  of  which  are  exclusively  English.  From  thence 
they  are  transported  inland,  on  the  backs  of  mules  and  horses,  and  require 
from  30  to  35  days  on  the  journey.  Formerly,  sales  were  made  to  Persian 
merchants  in  Constantinople,  for  ready  money,  but,  gradually, six  months, 
credit  was  allowed  tl^em.  During  the  last  summer  the  robbery  of  a  cara- 
van, loaded  with  merchandise,  caused  a  non-payment  on  the  six  months 
credit,  and,  at  present,  the  trade  has  much  decreased,  few  or  no  sales  being 
made  for  ready  money. 

A  regular  packet  annually  runs  between  this  and  Trebizonde,  making 
the  trip  in  three  ot  four  weeks  ;  hut  her  return  to  England  lias  left  the 
trade  to  some  three  or  four  irregular  Greek  and  Sardmian  brigs.  The 
packet  is,  however,  expected  back  to  renew  her  trips.  The  articles  of  ex- 
port brought  from  thence  through  the  Bosphorus,  are  raw  silk,  rice,  tobacco, 
indigo,  boxwood,  and  madder.  Raw  silk  is  the  chief  article  of  export  of 
this  part  of  Persia,  and  may  be  computed  to  be  carried  up  the  Caspian  sea 
to  Astrakhan,  to  the  value  of  600,000  tomauns  annually,  or  $1,800,000. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  particular  trade  of  Constanti- 
nople, Qs  regards  the  United  Stat  to. 

After  the  commercial  treaty  was  concluded,  in  1831,  between  the  United 
States  and  this  Government,  several  American  vessels  came  here,  bring- 
ins^,  chiefly,  assorted  cargoes  of  coffee,  sugar,  pepper,  rum,  cochineal,  in- 
digo, dye  woods,  and  domestic  cottons  ;  but  for  the  last  twelve  months  none 
have  arrived.  This,  most  probably,  arises  from  the  difficulty  of  getting 
return  cargoes.    The  last  tariff  of  duties  renders  it  impossible  to  itoport 
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wool,  the  usual  return  cargo,  into  the  United  States,  costing  here  over 
eight  cents  per  pound.  The  above  mei;itioned  articles  of  import  are  equally 
saleable  as  formerly,  and  with  which  this  place  is  now  supplied  from  Eng- 
land, Trieste,  Marseilles,  and  from  Smyrna. 

Coffee. 

The  consumption  of  this  article  appears  to  be  diminished,  and  dur- 
ing the  Icist  twelve  months  only  about  1,500  tons  have  been  imported. 
With  the  exception  of  26  cargoes  from  St.  Donnngo,  via  Cowes,  the 
whole  has  come  in  small  parcels  from  the  above  mentioned  places,  viz : 
Trieste,  Marseilles,  and  Smyrna.  There  is  an  oflScc  called  Tachmicb, 
from  which  all  the  public  coffee-houses  are  obliged  to  take  the  cofibe  they 
may  require,  both  roasted  and  ground.  The  shops  which  deal  in  ground 
coffee,  are  obliged  also  to  take  their  supplies  from  this  office,  which, 
consequently,  has  the  privileije  of  fixing  its  price,  which  is  done  consid- 
erably above  the  value.  This  increased  price,  and  the  inferior  quality 
they  sell,  no  doubt  tends  to  diminish  the  consumption.  A.  few  years 
back  the  Tachmich  used  nothing  but  Mocha  coffee,  and  none  other 
was  allowed  to  be  sold  in  Constantinople;  but,  going^  from  one  extreme 
to  the  other,  they  now  onjy  use  low  Brazil  and  St.  Domingo,  often  little 
better  than  toiage.  This  system  has  lately  been  extended  to  Adrianople 
and  other  towns.  It  does  not,  however,  prevent  the  sale  of  unburnt  conee 
in  shops,  or  interfere  with-  people  purchasing  it  and  preparing  it  in  their 
own  houses.  The  Tachmich  of  Constantinople  consumes  1,400  okes,  or 
4,000  pounds  daily. 

Sugars, 

Sugar  seems  to  be  consumed  indifferently,  according:  as  it  is  found 
in  the  market;  but  crushed  i$  much  more  extensively  brought  here, 
chiefly  from  England.  Tliis  is  taken  exclusively  for  the  consumption 
of  this  capital.  The  whole  quantity  consumed  in  a  year  may  be  computed 
at  10,000  cwls.  of  112  pounds.  Yellow  and  brown  Havana  are  not  regu- 
larly consumed;  but  when  in  the  place,  can  generally  be  sold  at  their  rela- 
tive rates.  Refined  sugar  is  wanted  chiefly  for  exportation  to  Persia  and 
the  Danube.  These  should  be  of  good  single  refined,  or  low  double  loaves. 
Those  of  four  or  five'pounds  are  most  saleable.  Low  qualities  must  be 
sold  for  the  consumption  of  this  place.  All  loaves  coming  here  should  be 
well  baked.  Some  have  been  sent  here  from  New  York  ;  but  the  qualify 
was  indifferent  and  moist.     The  quaritity  consumed  is  about  8,C00  cwt. 

Pepper  and  apices. 

The  consumption  is  extremely  limited ;  and  of  pepper  not  over  150,000 
pounds  are  consumed  annually.  Four  or  five  packages  of  other  spices, 
und  fifty  cases  of  cassia,  are  shfBcient  in  one  shipment. 

Jiitm, 

Rum  is  consumed  to  a  considerable  extent  iu  Constantinople  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  and  chiefly  in  carnival;  but  the  princii>al  quan- 
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tky  imported  is  for  the  Danube ;  in  all  about  1,500  puncheons  are  sold 
annually.  The  cheapest  rum  is  preferred,  and  the  greater  part  of  what 
comes  to  this  place  is  New  England,  and  lower  qualities  of  leeward  island. 
Our  chief  supplies  this  year  have  come  from  Smyrna,  where  they  were  re- 
ceived.from  America,  and  shipped  for  this  place. 

Cochineal. 

About  500  seroons  of  cochineal  are  sold  here  yearly,  and  is  received  chiefly 
from  London,  some  little  from  Marseilles.  What  has  been  received  from 
America  generally  left  a  profit. 

Lidigo. 

The  consumption  may  be  about  750  chests,  which  is  received  exclusive- 
ly from  London ;  I  believe  it  might  be  sent  as  cheap  from  America.  East 
India  is  preferred  to  Caraccas. 

Di/e  woods. 

Some  Nicaragua  wood  sells.  Logwood  is  chiefly  consumed  here,  but  to 
no  great  extent. 

Domestic  coUons 

Have  never  sold  extensively  here,  but  it  may  be  observed  that  they  never 
had  a  fair  trial.  Occasionally  parcels  Imve  come  here  and  command- 
ed ready  sales.  The  demand  here  for  cotton  goods  for  the  consumption 
of  the  place  is  for  cheap,  low  qualities,  which  come  abimdantly  from  Eng- 
land; for  Persia  and  the  provinces  superior  goods  are  wanted.  I  believe 
nothing  but  a  fair  trial  is  required  to  bring  them  extensively  into  consump- 
tion. 

Wool 

Of  this  country  formerly  went  in  large  quantities  to  the  United 
States,  chiefly  from  Smyrna,  and  shipments  were  also  commencing  from 
Constantinople.  .Since  the  last  tariff  came  in  force,  scarcely  any  has  gone 
from  this  capital,  and  1  believe  much  less  than  formerly  from  Smyrna.  Of 
late,  the  demand  for  England  and  France  has  been  so  good,  that  rarely  or 
never  any  parcels  of  toferable  quality  could  be  shipped  under  eight  cents 
per  pound,  in  the  grease.  At- present  wool  of  this  country  might  be  ship- 
ped at  nine  or  ten  cents  per  pound  free  on  board,  in  which  case  the  duty 
payable  in  America  will  be  about  90  per  cent.  During  the  current  year, 
includino:  shipments  now  making,  about  1,800  bales  have  gone  from  this 
to  London,  xuid  probably  much  more  from  Smyrna;  and  when  we  add 
that  six  years  ago  not  a  single  bale  was  sent  to  England,  it  may  be  con- 
cluded that  England  is  rapidly  advancing  in  the  manufacture  of  woollens, 
which  were  a  short  time  since  manufactured  chiefly  in  America.  To  Eng- 
land the  wool  goes  unwashed  ;  to  France  in  the  grease.  Until  Turkey 
wool  can  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  return  cargoes  must  remain 
difficult  to  obtain  from  Constantinople,  which,  i  have  already  observed,  tends 
much  to  impede  a  freer  commerce  between  the  two  countries. 

Opium. 

While  the  cultivation  and  trade  was  free,  IGOny.  lbs.  was  reckoned  a 
tmall  crop  ;  250ny.  an  average  crop ;  320ny  a  large  crop ;  and  ouft  '^ew  W. 
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was  estimated  as  high  as  400ny.  lbs.  Five  years  ago  it  was  made  a  monop- 
oly, the  Government  taking  it  from  the  growers  at  a  fixed  price,  and  re- 
selliiig  it  for  their  own  account.  Since  then 'the  production  has  materially 
diminished ;  ktst  year  being  an  unfavorable  season  the  production  was 
only  about  90ny.  lbs.,  and  this  year,  although  the  season  was  very  favora- 
ble, only  I16ny.  lbs.  was  got  by  the  apatio.  The  apatto  this  year  have 
fixed  their  selling  price  at  ps.l  18  per  chique,  which  gives  no  encourage- 
ment to  purchasers.  In  consequence,  very  little  has  gone  to  America,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  thf^  crop  has  been  sent  to  London,  it  is  believed,  for 
account  of  the  apatto,  or  persons  connected  with  it. 

Hides. 

This  article  some  years  ago  was  sent  to  America  m  considerable  par- 
cels. At  present,  some  shipments  are  making  for  London,  and  there  is  a 
large  stock  in  the,market. 

The  other  articles  which  have  been  shipped  to  America,  or  might  be  sent, 
are,  Brusa  silk, — about  2,500  bales  are  sent  yearly  to  London  ;  galls,  Per- 
sian and  Adrianople,  yellow  berries ;  copper,  old  and  in  pigs ;  otto  of  roses  ; 
Felieh,  or  Angora  goats'  White  wool ;  Teffe,  do.  do.  dp.  do. ;  filberts, 
walnuts,  and  barley. 

Accompanying  this,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  price  current  of 
Constantinople;  also,  the  local  weights  and  measures,  the  value  of  sp)ecie 
in  the  piastres  of  this  country,  the  cost  of  exchange  and  the  costs  of  com- 
mission, and  other  expenses  on  sales. . 

*   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  BROWN, 

United  States  activgConsuL 

Commodore  David  Porter, 

Charge  if  Affaires  of  the  United  States,  near  the  Sublime  Porte, 


United  States  Legation,  St.  Stephano, 

January  2,  1S35. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commercial  and  consular  agent 
at  Salonica. 

The  information  which  he  communicates  respecting  fi.xing  the  rate  of 
specie,  its  temporary  and  probable  future  effects  on  commerce,  is  highly  in- 
teresting to  those  who  may  trade  to  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


United  States  Consulate,  Salonica, 

December  13,  1834. 

Sir: 

The  agent  of  the  Porte  authorized  to  fix  the  rate  of  specie,  arrived  here 
on  the  8th  instant.  The  arrival  of  this  personage  has  caused  a  serious  seo- 
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sation  among  the  Jew  bankers,  bat  principally  in  the  bazaars,  where  pay- 
ments of  sales  were  usually  received  in  different  coins  at  an  advance  upon 
their  real  value.  The  result  of  this  new,  but  perhaps  salutary  measure,  as 
regards  the  injurious  trafic  in  advaricing  or  lowering  specie,  by  which  no 
merchant  could  calculate  correctly  the  net  proceeds  of  his  operations  upon 
credit,  will  be  a  temporary  suspension  in  the  sale  of  imports,  until  the  loss 
oi  1 7. per  cent,  upon  recent  and  yet  unliquidated  demands  of  creditors  on 
bazaar  debtors  shall  have  been  arranged,  and  the  price  of  the  Spanish  dol- 
lars fixed.  The  rate  ot  this  coin  was  twenty- four,  piastres  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Turkish  agent,  who  has  now  fixed  it  at  nineteen  and  .three-quarters. 
The  speculators  at  the  late  fair  of  Lucca,  (distance  from  Salonica  six 
boure,)  who  purchased  lar^  quantities  of  coloniab  and  manufactures  upon 
credit,  with  the  hope  and  indeed  certainty  of  selling  at  good  prices,  at  high 
rate  currency,  returned  last  week  with  almost  the  whole  of  the  goods  un- 
sold, owing  to  the  pres«ice  at  Lucca  of  another  Government  agent,  who 
gave  notice  that  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  would  be  received  by  him  at  the 
high  rate,  and  changed  in  low  or  firman  money.  A  proposition  was  made  to 
the  agent,  and  refu^,  to  give  him  four  hundred  thousand  piastres,  for  per- 
mission to  efSeci  sales  at  the  high  rate  Currency,  The  return  upon  an  al- 
ready well  supplied  market  of  so  many  goods,  must  naturally  be  followed 
by  forced  sales  and  consequent  sacrifice ;  but  it  was  high  time  to  terminate 
the  many  abuses  in  the  constant  fluctuation  of  the  currency ;  and  the  tern* 
porary  evil,  arising  from  the  stagnation  in  commercial  transactions,  will 
oitimately  be  indemnified  by  the  introduction  of  a  more  healthy  and  less 
insecure  system  in  the  future  relations  between  the  seller  and  the  buyer,  and 
in  presenting  to  the  former  the  means  of  forming  an  exact  calculation  in 
making  remittances  to  his  constituents,  and  at  the  same  time  ^Iso  of  fixing 
the  period  in  receiving  the  amount  of  his  sates. 

I  may  perhaps  have  too  long  intruded  upon  your  time  and  patience,  in 
the  present  instance,  for  which  1  beg  leave  to  apologize,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  you  might  probably  feel  an  interest  in  aqiiestion  relating  so  strongly 
to  trade  in  general,  and  regarding  which  you  instruct  me  to  furnish  such 
details  as  may  come  within  the  reach  of  my  observation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

Commodore  D.  Porter, 

Charge  cP Affaires  des  Etats  Unis  cPAweriqtie, 

4*c.,  4*c.,  4*c.,  Constantinople. 


United  States  Legation, 

St.  Stephanoj  February  21,  1835. 

Sir: 

♦  «##♦♦♦»•. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  ice,  &c., 

D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  States 

% 

P.  S. — Herewith  is  enclosed  the  translation  of  a  report  on  the  commerce 
of  Candia,  from  the  United  States  consular  agent  of  that  place. 
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United  States  Consular  Agency, 

Caridia,  January  19,  1835. 

Siu :  1  had  the  honor  to  address  you  last  from  the  quarantine  at  the  is- 
land of  Naxos,  informing  you  of  my  sliipwreck.  1  now  have  the  pleasure 
to  report  my  arrival  here  on  the  16th  ultimo,  where,  in  virtue  of  my  appoiut- 
ment,  accompanied  by  a  berat  from  the  Po];te,  and  an  order  from  the  Vice- 
roy of  Egypt,  I  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  local  authorities  of  Caiidia, 
as  United  States  consular  agent.  They  have  expressed  to  me  their  satisfac- 
tion at  the  appointment,  and  readiness  to  render  services  at  all  tinges,  when 
they  shall  be  necessary,  either  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  er  their 
commerce. 

This  port  is  frequented  by  Gfeek,  Turkish,  and  9Ccasionally  European 
vessels,  amounting  altoo^ether  to  fifteen  hundred  annually.  Of  this  number 
about  six  hundred  and  nfty  are  Greeks,  carrying  on  an  extensive  traffic  with 
the  neighboring  islands,  Egypt,  Constantinople,  and  Asia  Minor.  The  im- 
port cargoes  consist  of  all  sorts  of  manufactures,  (with  the  exception  of  silks,) 
colonials,  wood  for  construction,  products  of  Egypt,  and  butter  of  Binzanse. 

Our  exports  consist  of  the  following  articles:  oil,  soap,  wax,  honey,  silk, 
raisins,  cheese,  almonds,  provisions,  wines,  and  other  products. 

I  shall,  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  your  excellency,  prepare  a  report 
on  the  population,  products,  port,  military  force,  system  of  government, 
industry,  manners,  and  customs  of  the  populace,  after  which,  I  hope  to  see 
this  port  frequented  by  American  vessels. 

Formerly  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  resided  at  Candia,  the 
capital  of  the  island,  but  owing  to  the  insolence  of  the  janissaries,  and  the 
prohibition  of  exports  from  hence,  which  are  much  superior  to  other  places 
of  the  island,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  the  negligence  of  the  Porte, 
being  suffered  to  remain  in  a  ruinous  state,  the  consuls  by  common  consent 
determined  to  remove  to  Canee,  where  commerce  was  free  and  better  pro- 
tected, and  where  they  still  continue  to  reside,  notvrithstanding  the  island 
has  passed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Egyptians,  and  commerce  is  in  n 
flourishing  condition.  To  give  you  a  general  idea  of  this  island,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  inform  you  that  it  is  divided  into  twenty  different  districts,  which  are 
disposed  as  follows :  Candia  contains  1 1,  Rettimo  4,  and  La  Canee  5.  Thus 
you  observe,  sir,  that  Candia  is  the  most  important  commercial  place  on  the 
island.  By  an  order  from  the  Viceroy,  the  Seraskcr  is  obliged  to  remain 
here  two-thirds  of  the  year,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  at  Rettimo  and 
Canee.  Two  years  ago^  a  quarantine  was  established,  and  is  supported  by 
an  unjust  contribution  on  thecommerce.  The  lazaretto  is  badly  situated^aod 
the  regulations  so  imperfect  that  we  are  liable  every  moment  of  being  com- 
promised by  the  sick,  whilst  opposite  the  harbor,  and  only  three  leagues  dis* 
tant,  is  an  island  capable  of  being  converted  into  an  excellent  lazeretto.  and 
at  no  more  expense  than  the  one  already  formed.  The  Viceroy  has  written 
to  the  Serasker  that  he  intends  visiting  Candia  in  the  spring.  Upon  the  re 
ception  of  this  news,  the  Serasker  commenced  building  him  a  palace  near 
my  house.  His  presence  will  occasion  many  important  changes  in  the 
affairs  of  the  island,  of  which  I  shall  keep  you  regularly  infonned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  your  excellency  that  yesterday,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  consular  house  was  honored,  for  the  first  time, 
by  the  display  of  the  United  States  flag.  At  this  solemnity  the  Greek  vice 
consul,  the  British  and  Dutch  agents,  were  present,  the  French  vice  consul 
being  absent,  and  the  Austrian  agent  indisposed.   At  the  same  hour,  the  flags 
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of  each  representative  waved  over  their  respective  consulates.  This  fete 
would  have  been  much  more  ^rilliant,  if  there  had  been  a  vessel  of  war  of 
our  Governmeni  in  the  harbor,  to  salute  the  flag^,  (or  the  first  time  in  the 
island  of  Crete. 

♦  »  #  ♦  ♦  *  ♦  ♦."♦' 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  of  the  respect  nnd  considerations  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

VINCENT  ROSA. 
Commodore  David  Porter, 

£/.  iS.  Charge  (tAffairea^  Constantinople. 


United  States  Legatjon, 

St,  Stephano,  March  31, 1835. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  the  lienor  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  consular  agen^ 
of  i\\e  port  of  Candin,  in  the  island  of  the  same  name,  or  Crete.  This  re- 
port; I  trust,  will  be  very  satisfactory,  as  it  may  give  some  idea  of  the  Gov* 
ernments  which  exist  throughout  the  Levant. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


United  States  Agkncv, 

Caiidia,  February  15,  1833. 

Sir  :  The  island  of  Crete  is  divided  in  the  following  manner  into  twelve 
districts:  Candia  (the  ancient  Iradins)  contains  eleven,  Rettimo four,  and 
Canee  five;  the  population  of  the  whole  island  is  estimated  at  130,000;  ^ 
the  town  of  Candia  contains  eleven,  Rettimo  six,  and  Canee  eight  thousand 
souls;  two  thirds  of  whom  Jire  Greeks,  and  the  remainder  Mussulmans. 
Very  few  Armenian,  Jew,  or  European  merchants  are  established  here. 

Formerly  this  island  contairied  500,000  inhabitants,  who  rendered  its 
soil  fertile  in  all  the  productions  of  the  east.  The  crops  of  opium,  at  that  tim<», 
vere  very  abundant.  The  different  despotic  Governments  have,  however, 
carried  their  oppression  and  unjust  contributions  so  far,  that,  in  conjunction 
wiih  the  plague,  the  population  is  now  reduced  to  one  fifth  of  its  original 
number. 

Where  are  the  magazines  of  wines  and  provisions  which  furnished,  an- 
nually, many  cargoes  to  foreign  ports?  They  no  longer  contain  a  suffi- 
ciency for  the  supply  of  our  own  wants,  and  we  have  sometimes  recourse  to 
importation.  Where  are  the  vineyards  which  furnished,  annually,  to  foreign 
merchants  150,000  quintals  of  dried  raisins?  The  quantity  is  now  re- 
duced to  20,000  quintals. 

system  of  government. 

The  system  of  Government  is,  in  general,  the  same  as  that  of  Egypt, 
(with  the  exception  of  monopolies,  which  have,  however,  the  appearance  of 
sx)n  being  established.)  and  is  consequently  arbitrary,  depending  altogether 
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on  the  will  of  the  Pacha.  Produce,  belonging  to  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  is 
regulated  by  no  fixed  rules,  changes  with  commerce,  and  payments  are 
rigorously  enforced. 

Producers  pay  annually,  some  the  tenth,  and  others  again  the  seventh. 
66  paras  the  oke  are  paid  on  brandy,  10  paras  on  wine  from  the  villages, 
and  12  on  wines  from  the  town. 

On  imported  merciiandise,  that  is,  manufactures  and  colonials,  Franks  and 
Rayahs  pay  3  per  cent.on  the  price  of  sales  at  the  custom-house ;  the  Russians 
pay  according  to  their  tariff.  Bicport  merchandise  pay  at  the  ci^tom-house 
on  the  miri  or  bedaat  as  follows :  oil  16^  paras ;  soap  b  per  cent ;  wax  6  per 
cent.;  almonds  6  per  cent. ;  honey — ;  carronges  7\  per  cent. ;  dried  raisins  6 
per  cent. ;  silk  6  per  cent. ;  cheese  10  per  cent. ;  tobacco,  60  paras  the  oke. 

SPIRITUAL    POWER. 

The  siriritual  power  of  the  Greeks  is  confided  to  iht  Metropolitt  uxid 
seven  bishops.  Oandia  is  the  residence  of  the  archbishop ;  its  dependencies 
are  Peira,  Tera,  Anodie,  Rettimo,  Avlopotame,  Canee,  and  Sambis.  For- 
merly the  afiairs  of  the  church  were  vested  in  an  archbishop  and  twelve 
bishops;  but  in  the  present  miserable  condition  of  the  island,  the  patriach 
of  Constantinople  has  thought  proper -to  reduce  the  number  to  eight.  This 
clergy  being  without  a  fixed  salary,  are  supported  by  an  indirect  revenue 
collected  from  the  people.  Each  bishop  acts  within  his  immediate  diocese,  as 
is  the  case  with  all  Greek  ecclesiastics  in  Turkey. 

The  spiritual  power  of  the  Turks  is  intrusted  to  cadis,  one  of  whom  re- 
sides in  each  of  the  principal  towns,  and  several  in  the  provinces,  who 
are  paid  by  the  local  authorities.  The  cadis  of  the  three  principal  towns 
receivo  1 ,000  piastres  each  per  month.  The  charge  of  10  per  cent.on  canoni- 
cal and  civil  affairs,  interments,  wills,  legacies,  disputes  concerning  property, 
quarrels  between  husband  and  wife  or  relations,  is  placed  to  account  of  the 
Government. 

The  executive,  civil,  and  military  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Scrasker, 
(subject  to  the  supervision  of  Mehemet  Al^,)  who  has  three  subordinate 
councils,  one  of  which  is  held  in  Canee,  one  at  Rettimo,  and  the  other  in 
this  town.  Each  council  is  composed  of  a  certain  number  of  respectable 
Turks  and  Greeks,  with  a  Turkish  president  at  their  head ;  all  questions  are 
decided  by  vote,  and  th6  report  is  transmitted  to  the  Governor,  who  has  the 
power  to  modify  the  decision  of  the  council  as  may  be  advised  by  the  Pacha. 
Thus  you  perceive,  sir,  that  absolute  power  rests  with  the  Viceroy.  The 
presidents  of  the  councils  of  Candia  and  Canee  receive  90,000  piastres  per 
year,  that  of  Rettimo  24,000.  The  Turkish  members  receive  from  500  to 
1,000  piastres,  and  the  Greeks  250  piastres  per  month.  They  are  all  paid 
by  the  Turkish  Government. 

MANNERS   AND  CUSTOMS. 

When  we  consider  the  great  difference  existing  between  Christians  and 
Musslemen,  and  the  religious  fanaticism  of  each  denomination,  it  is  aston- 
ishing to  observe  the  perfect  similarity  of  manners  and  customs,  and  the 
familiarity  with  which  they  mix  together. 

An  order  has  lately  been  issued  by  the  Viceroy,  to  liberate  all  Greek 
female  slaves,  notwithstanding  which  many  still  remain,  either  through 
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their  own  choice  or  the  artifice  of  their  masters.  During  the  ten  years  of 
disorder  and  civil  war  which  distracted  the  country,  many  persons  of  both 
sexes,  through  fear  and  personal,  interest,  embraced  the  Mahometan  faith, 
some  of  whom  have  since  returned  to  their  own  church. 

INDUSTAT,  ARTS^  AND  SCIENCES. 

AH  the  labor,  properly  speaking,  consists  in  making  soap.  There  arc  ten 
manufactnres  in  operation  in  Canee,  furnishing  annually  forty  thousand 
quintals.  There  are  five  at  Rettimo,  furnishing  eighteen  thousand  quintals. 
Formerly  there  were  eighteen  in  this  town,  furnishing  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  quintals-;  but  at  present,  there  are  but  four  in  operation, 
which  manufacturo  twelve  thousatMl  quintals.  The  soap  of  Rettimo  and 
Canee  is  of  an  inferior  quality ;  that  of  Candia  is  very  superior. 

A  few  watchmakers,  goldsmiths,  and  unskilful  Armenian  physicians, 
who  are  interdicted  from  practice,  are  the  only  proifessional  characters  in 
the  country;  the  very  name  of  science  is  unknown.  TAero  are  three 
badly  conducted  schools  for  the  higher  branxshesof  education ;  and  several, 
both  Greek  and  Turkish,  for  beginners^  where  the  rudiments  of  religion 
and  a  little  arithmetic  are  taught; 

PORTS  OF  TSS  ISLAND.. 

In  speaking  of  the  ports  of  Candia,  it  is  unnecessary  to -state  their  num- 
ber or  position,  as  they  are  sufiicieiitly  marked  out  on  the  chart;  I  sliall, 
therefore,  endeavor  to  describe  their  present  state.  That  of  Sude  is  in 
good  condition,  well  defended,  and  capable  of  sheltering  a  large  squadron  ; 
Spinalongue  or  St.  Nicolo,  is  very  small,  hot  well  protected  from  the  wind, 
and  badly  fortified. 

The  ports  of  Canee,  Rettimo,  and  Candia,  are  choked  up  with  the  sand, 
^d  only  small  vessels  can  enter  them.  During  Mehemet  Ali's  last  visit, 
the  reparation  of  the  wall  enclosing  the  artificial  port  of  Rettimo  was  com- 
menced, but  before  the  work  was  completed  a  storm  arose  which  destroyed 
the  whole  wall,  after  an  expenditure  of  two  thopsand  dollars  had  been 
madp  in  the  repairs.  The  same  tempest  deniolishe^  the  light  house  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port  of  Canee. 

One  of  the  exp^ients  resorted  to  for  cleansing  the  port  of  Candia  is  by 
opening  a  passage  for  the  water  from  without,  wnich^  rushing  in,  wasfhes 
away  the  sand  collected  about  the  two  quays.  When  the  work  is  completed, 
vessels  of  any  size  may  lay  secure  in  the  port.  The  bpttom  is  level,  and  clear 
of  rocks.  At  the  present  time,  only  a  few  vessels,  drawing  7  or  8  feet 
water,  can  enter. 

Whilst  speaking  of  the  port  of  Ccmdia,  I  cannot  avoid  menUoning  the 
quarantine,  island  opposite  to.  this  town,  and  only  three  leagues  distant  Its 
vicinity  to  the  port  facilitates  the  existence  of  a  line  of  observajtion  both  by 
sea  and  land.  The  establishment  of  a  quarantine  led  naturally  to  the 
erection  of  batteries  and  barracks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  soldiers. 
These  batteries  will  be  a  check  to  the  pirates,  who  often  make  their  appear- 
ance here,  and,  during  the  war  with  Greece,  vessels  were  frequently  robbed 
and  sunk  in  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbor.  The  quarantine  island  aboimds 
in  mineral  waters,  and  the  soil  is  susceptible  of  great  cultivation. 
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MILITARY  FORCE. 

A  brigade,  composed  of  six  battalions,  containiug  eight  hundred  men 
each,  some  time  a^  was  the  only  military  force  in  the  island  ;  but  lately 
the  fourteenth  regiment  departed* for  Egypt,  and  left  the  fifth  battalion  here, 
which  completes  the  mimber  of  soldiers  at  each  station.  There  are  four 
battalions  distributed  in  the  following  manner :  one  at  Canee,  one  at  Slide, 
one  at  Rettimo  and  Sfakia,  and  the  remainder  are  at  Iropetro,  Spinalongue, 
Viana,  and  Sitia.  Formerly  there  was  attached  to  every  battalion  an 
European  military  instructor,  but  the  number  is  now  reduced  to  one  for 
each  regiment.  Persons  employed  in  the  medical  department  are  mostly 
Europeans;  but  latterly  they  have  commenced  placing  in  the  army  as 
surgeons  the  second  and  third  class  of  Arab  eleves,  from  the  school  in 
Egypt. 

The  troops  are  instructed  in  religion  and  discipline.  Among  the  differ- 
ent classes  of  oflScers  about  one  in  a  hundred,  on  an  average,  know  how  to 
read  and  write.  The  superior  officers  are  well  paid  ;  the  inferior  officers 
receive  a  mere  trifle ;  the  pay  of  both,  however,  is  alwa3r8  in  arrears. 
There  are  now  seventeen  months*  pay  due  to  the  garrison  of  this  island. 
While  the  system  is  continued  it  will  always  obstruct  the  advancement  of 
the  array  in  the  art  and  science  of  war. 

There  are  distributed  in  the  provinces  three  thousand  irregular  Alba- 
nians, the  remainder  of  those  brought  from  E^rypt  by  Hassan  Pacha,  in 
the  year  1822,  to  prevent  the  possibility  af  their  impeding,  by  their  pre- 
sence, the  new  system  of  tactics  introduced  in  Egypt,  among  the  r^ular 
troops,  in  the  year  1819. 

FORTRESSES. 

The  number  of  pieces  of  cannon  in  all  the  forts  of  the  island  amounts 
to  eleven  hundred  and  four,  oHe  thousand  of  which  are  bronze.  Some  of 
them  are  of  the  time  of  the  Venetians,  and  the  others  of  the  sultans  of  Con- 
stantinople. The  cannons  are  distributed  in  the  following  manner :  in  the 
itown  of  Candia  there  are  four  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  ;  in  Spinalongue 
ninety-eight.^  Terapetra  thirty-six  ;  Rettimo  one  hundred  and  twenty  :  Sude 
ninety-six ;  La  CanAe  two  hundred  and  eighty ;  Grambousse  twenty-four  ; 
making  in  atl  eleven  hundred  and  four  pieces.  The  last  mentioned  twenty- 
four  bronze  pieces  were  carried  away  by  the  Greeks  in  1829,  and  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  of  the  same  metal  were  taken  by  Mehemet  Ali  in  1833 
and  1834,  a  few  of  which  have  been  replaced  at  Canee.  Since  these  forts 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  they  have  never  dreamed  of  repairing 
them,  and  the  few  remaining  pieces  of  cannon  are  badly  mounted  and  no 
longer  fit  for  service. 

As  it  was  expected  the  Ottoman  fleet  would  make  its  appearance  here, 
some  soldiers  of  the  regular  troops  were  selected  for  the  artillery  service. 
Those  soldiers  have  since  been  returned  to  their  regiments;  the  nun>- 
ber  of  artillery  men,  however,  have  not  been  increased. 

PRODUCTIONS  OF  THE  ISLAND. 

The  island  of  Candia,  by  proper  cultivation,  would  become  very  pro- 
ductive ]  but  since  it  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  the  pro* 
ducts  have  been  limited  to  the  following  articles  and  quantities : 
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15,000 
okes  -  .  .  -  .  -      300,000 

-  -  -  -  .  8,000 

ftx,  okes        -.-...        12,000 

ies 150,000 

quintals         -  -  -  .      ,      .  .         15,000 

Iried,  quintals  -  -  -  -        ,     -        25,000 

kes    -  -  -  -  '  .  .  .      400,000 

trom   seven   hundred   thousand   hoad  of  caltlp,  the  supposed 
belonging  to  the  island. 

ceroy  of  Egypt  cannot  complain  that  the  revenue  of  the  island 
ient  to  warrant  the  annual  expenditure  of  four  million  piastres, 

distributes  among  the  soldiery, 
ir,  is  the  amount  of  information   I   have  been  able  to  collect, 

it  may  prove  satisfactory   to   you   and  useful  to  the  Govem- 
he  United  States. 

r  your  orders,  I   have   the   honor  to   be,   with   great  respect, 
r  obedient  servant, 

VINCENT  ROSA, 
amodore  David  Porter, 

United  Siales  Charge  d? Affaires, 


United  States  Legation, 

St  Stephana,  May  1,  1835. 

'.  have   the    honor  to  enclose  you  the  quarterly  report  of  the 
:ates  consul  at  Constantinople,  and  his  correspondence  with  the 

the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 
)HN  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State, 


[extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Cofistantinaple,  May  1,  1835. 

have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  quarterly  return  of  the  arrivals 
tures  of  vessels  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  present  year, 
itement  ot  fees  received  at  this  consulate,  and  which  I  am  ex* 
3rry  to  have  been  compelled  to  delay  until  this  date  through  the 
of  obtaining  information  from  the  European  chancelries. 
^  the  last  quarter  of  1834,  the  following  number  of  vessels,  whose 
s  also  given,  entered  the  port  of  Constantinople,  and  the  calcula- 
be  relied  on  as  correct,  for  it  was  obtained  by  presenting  myself 
ferent  chancelries,  where  I  either  entreated  it  myself  from  their 
•r  through  the  lavor  of  the  chancellors,  who  had  them  copied  for 
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British  ..... 

Austrian  -  -  -  -  - 

Sardinian  .  -  -  .  - 

Greek  -  -  - 

Neapolitan  -  -  -  -  - 

French        .    - 

Russian  .....  326  no  record  kept. 

Holland 4  728 


''essels. 

Tonnage. 

162 

28,327 

282 

67,828 

104 

20,661 

926 

68,526 

28 

6,391 

21 

3,684 

In  the  first  three  months  of  the  present  year,  1835,  arrived 

British  .            .            -            .            • 

Austrian  ..... 

Sardinian  ,            -            .            .            - 

Greek-  .           .           .           .           . 

Neapolitan  -           - 

French  ..... 

American  -            -           -           • 

Tuscan  -            -           -           - 

Hollanil 


1,843 

196,036 

J6,  arrived- 

.M 

Vessels. 

.  40 
44 

Toooage. 
7,489 
9,459 

13 

2,960 

226: 
1 

17,030 
•220 

4 

751 

1 

193 

1 

312 

2 

320 

331 

38,724 

The  commerce  of  Constantinople,  which,  from  the  contagions  of  last 
year  and  the  internal  disturbancea  of  the  country,  seemed  to  decline,  now 
improves ;  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  do  so,  since  the  facilities  for  cod- 
veyance  and  communication  are  so  much  increased.  The  steam  packets 
between  this  place  and  Odessa  and  Smyrna  run  pretty  regularly,  and  an 
En^ish  cutter  of  sixty  tons  burden  makes  a  trip  to  and  from  Trebizoade 
every  month. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commodore  David  Porter, 

Charge  d! Affaires  of  the  United  States, 


JOHN  P.  BROWN. 


[bxtraot.] 

United  States  Legation, 

St.  Stephano^  May  28|  183i. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  quarterly  return  of  the  c(»sular 
agent  at  thes  port  of  Candia,  and  the  Smyrna  Gazette,  which,  in  a  gtttf 
measure,  con&rms  the  news  I  have  received  by  letters. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTBIL 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Value  in 
dollars. 

CO*                                co"         1-^ 

45,031 
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Oil  and  soap     - 
Raisins,  honey,  and  soap 
In  ballast 
Malta  stone 

Do. 
Divers  merchandise 
In  ballast 
Oil,  cheese,  and  manufi^c- 

lures 
Soap  and  oil     - 
In  ballast 

Cheese  and  manufactures 
Provisions  for  troops 

Do.              do. 
Divers  merchandise     .  - 
Wheat 
Wheat 

Beans  and  wheat 
Divers  merchandise 
Cheese 

1 
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Constantinople 
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Sude 
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1st  Triate 
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St,  Nicolas 
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United  States  Legation, 
Si,  StephanOf  June  1,  1835. 

R :  I  continue  to  send  you  the  reports  of  arrival  and  departure  of 
As  at  ports  where  we  have  consular  agents,  supposing  that  it  will 
ilisfactory  to  have  correct  data  from  which  the  commerce  of  Tur- 
an  be  estimated.  I  now  send  the  quarterly  report  of  the  sub  agent 
lexandrette,  in  the  gulf,  of  that  name,  and  one  of  the  ports  belong- 

o  the  Pachalick  of  Aleppo.  • 

•  -«  «  «  «  ««  «  « 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER, 
>n.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  Stuit. 
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UNiTfiD  Stages  LfeGAf lOiN, 

St.  Stephano^  Avgust  6,  1835. 

Sir  :  Until  within  a  very  short  time  the  commerce  of  the  east  has  been 
to  Americans  a  sealed  book.  Our  knowledge  of  it  is  gradually  extending, 
and  may  in  time  reach  that  which  we  carry  on  through  China  and  Hindos- 
tan.  Much,  and  I  hope  satisfactory  information  has  been  derived  from  our 
commercial  connexion  with  Turkey,  and  much  more  may  be  expected,  but 
it  requires  time  and  due  precaution  to  guard  against  wrong  impressions 
myself,  or  leading  others  into  error.  AU  that  I  can  say  at  present  is,  that 
considerable  quantities  of  New  England  rum  are  introduced  into  Persia 
through  the  Black  sea,  but  the  exact  amount  I  cannot  ascertain.  Scarcely 
an  American  vessel  arrives  at  Smyrna  from  the  the  United  Stutes  that  does 
not  bring  from  50  to  100  casks,  much  of  which  finds  its  way  into  Persia 
and  the  neighboring  countries. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you  an  extract  of'a  letter  in  relation  to  the  trade 
of  Persia,  from  the  reverend  H.  G.  O.  D wight,  in  answer  to  some  of  my  in- 
quiries to  him  in  1832,  which  may  give  you  some  idea  of  the  kind  of  infor- 
mation to  be  hoped  for,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  missionary  gentlemen 
who  visit  the  country  from  the  United  States  ;  all  of  which!  have  no  doubt 
will  be  interesting  to  the  department,  and  may  in  time  prove  useful  to  our 
commerce. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Dwight  has  been  referred  to  in  a  former  communica- 
tion, but  from  the  important  information  and  details  it  contains,  respecting 
the  commerce  of  some  of  the  countries  laying  on  the  route  between  Russia 
and  India;  it  may  serve  as  another  powerful  motive  for  extending  it.  From 
the  extensive  manufactories  of  ever  description  lately  established  in  Russia, 
on  the  waters  of  rivers  which  may  be  made  to  communicate  directly  or 
indirectly  with  every  place  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  it  will  not  be 
surprising  if  her  cottons,  cutlery,  china,  &c.,  &c.,  manufactured  on  the  Don, 
should  be  ere  long  carried  to  the  Columbia  river  by  the  same  means  as  the 
teas  of  China,  and  furs  of  the  northwest  coast,  are  at  this  time  carried  to 
Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg!).  A  large  trade  is  prosecuted  between  Con- 
stantinople and  Persia,  chiefly  through  Trebizond,  on  the  Black  sea,  and 
£rzerouHi. 

Both  at  Trebizond  and  Erzeroum  there  is  a  custom-house,  though  if  you 
pay  duties  at  one  you  are  not  required  to  pay  at  the  other.  The  rate  of 
duties  I  am  not  able  to  state,  though  in  Turkey  generally  it  is  trifling.  The 
principal  articles  carried  from  Constantinople  to  Persia,  are  woollen  and 
cotton  cloths,  cambrics,  chintzes,  shawls,  and  cutlery.  Mr.  Brant,  English 
consul  at  Trebizond,  estimated,  when  I  was  therein  thespringof  1831,  that 
at  least  7,000  packages  of  goods  pass  through  that  city  for  Tabriz  annually, 
the  average  value  of  each  of  which  is  £40  sterling.  Four  thousand  of 
these  packages  contain  English  goods.  From  Trebizond,  merchandise  is 
transported  to  Tabriz,  on  mules  or  horses,  at  the  rate  of  about  five  tomans  * 
for  each  load,  though  sometimes  1  think  considerably  less.  A  caravan 
occupies  from  thirty  tothirty-five  days  in  accomplishing  this  whole  distance. 

The  trade  of  Trebizond  itself  appeared  to  be  rather  depressed  when  I 
was  there,  and  the  principal  causes  assigned  for  this,  by  the  English  consul, 
was  the  monopolizing  system  of  the  Grand  Seignor,  in  whose  dominions  the 
city  is  situated.    According  to  the  representations  of  this  gentleman,  no  for- 

*  The  Persian  toman  l<(  equil  to  aboat  S^  82. 
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eign  Vessel  is  perraitted  lo.  load  there  with  any  important  article  of  export, 
and  indeed,  although  there  were  several  Greek  vessels,  also  Austrian  And 
Genoese,  in  port  at  the  time  of  my  visit  therc,all  of  them  in  search  of 
cargo,  there  was  no  prospect  that  any  of  them  would  be  loaded  for  Constan- 
tinople, and  the  probability  was  so  small  that  an, opportunity  would  offer 
for  that  city,  except  in  Turkish  vessels,  that,  in  company  with  three  other 
gentlemen,  I  chartered  a  vessel  for  the  mere  purpose  of  a  conveyance.  This 
restriction  with  regard  to  exports,  however,  does  not  of  course  extend  to 
goods  brought  to  Trebizond  from  Persia. 

The  chief  foreign  trade  of  Trebizond,  as  far  as  I  could  leani,  is  with  the 
Crimea,  where  iron  and  grain  are  obtained  for  money ^  and  with  Taganrock 
and  Redaih  Ca,le.* 

Copper  is  brought  to  Trebizond  from  the  interior,  and  dX  Gutnish  Khaneli^ 
tweiltyfour  hours  distant,  there  are  mines  of  silver,  gold,  and  lead,  which 
are  wrought  by  the  Sultan,  but  at  present  I  believe  not  very  productive. . 

Besides  the  consul  for  Great  Britain,  already  alluded  to,  there  is  another 
for  the  French  Government,  and  another  still  for  the  Sardinian. 

The  population  of  the  city  is  estimated  at  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
thousand  souls,  four-fifths  of  whom  are  Turks,  and  the  rest  Greeks  and 
Armenians,  &c.  The  climate  is  mild,  and  I  should  think  healthy.  The 
orange  and  lemon,  the  fig  and  the  grape,  flourish  there,  and  the  coast  abounds 
in  hazel  nuts.  Indian  corn  is  extensively  cultivated,  and  bread  made  from 
its  flour  is  every  where  found  in  the  market.  Erzeroum  is  distant  about 
«ixty  hours,  or  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles,in  the  interior,  from  Trebizond. 
Its  present  population  is  estimated  at  about  sixty  thousand  souls,  most  of 
whom  are  Turks.  This  city  has  suffered  a  very  great  depression  of  trade 
within  three  or  four  years,  in  consequence  of  the  Russian  war,  and  the 
subsequent  removal  of  nearly  all  of  its  Armenian  population.  The  Armeni- 
ans here,  as  in  most  other  part  of  Turkey,  were  the  merchants,  theartizans, 
and  the  agriculturists.  It  is  said  that  from  seventy-five  lo  ninety  thousand 
Armenians  emigrated  to  Russia  from  this  city  and  Pachalick,  at  the  time  the 
Russian  army  evacuated  the  country,  and  now,  where  were  once  nCiirly 
seven  thousand  shops  find  stalls,  alive  with  activity  and  bustle,  there  is 
scarcely  any  thing  but  silence  and  desolation. 

The  custom-house,  which  is  large,  is  the  only  place  in  the  city  in  which 
the  life  of  commerce  is  to  be  found,  and  there  you  have  evidence  sufliciently 
that  the  trade  between  Turkey  and  Persia  is  as  brisk  as  ever. 

There  is  an  Enoflish  house  at  Erzeroum,  established  a  little  more  than  a 
year  ago  by  Mr.  Brant,  the  English  consul  at  Trebizond,  the  concents  of 
which  are  managed  by  Mr.  Petes  Zohsat,  an  A  rmenian,  who  speaks  English. 

Tabriz  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Aderbaijam,  in  Persia,  and  the 
residence  of  Prince  Abas  Mirza,  the  heir  apparent  lo  the  crown.  Foreign 
ambassadors  also  reside  there  at  present,  of  whom  there  are  now  but  two, 
viz :  one  from  England  and  one  from  Russia. 

The  population  of  this  city  is  about  the  same  with  that  of  Erzeroum,  t.  e. 
60,000  isoUls. 

The  bazaars  are  extensive  and  crowded  with  people,  but  the  caravanserais 
contain  the  wealth  of  the  place.  They  are  very  numerous ;  many  of  them 
large  ;  and  they  are  stocked  with  merchandise  from  almost  every  quarter 
of  the  globe,  except  America,     Here,  in  return  for  European  goods,  yon 

*  Properly  Reiut  Kulaah. 
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may  obtain  cashmere  and  kerman  shawls,  silks,  tobacco,  hidigo,  and  madder. 
Immense  quantities  of  raw  silk  are  exported  from  the  Persian  provinces 
south  of  thi  Caspian  'sea  to  Astrakhan,  and  in  return  the  Persians  formerly 
received  only  ducats;  it  is  said  to  the  value  of  600,000  tomans  annually. 
Recently,  however,  the  Tabriz  market  has  been  glutted  with  Russian  goods, 
such  as  broadcloths,  velvets,  cutlery,  &c. 

The  Persians  appear  to  have  much  more  money  at  hand  than  the  Turks, 
and  their  gold  and  silver  coins  are  said  to  be  the  purest  in  the  world. 

While  I  was  in  Tabriz  an  Eng^lish  adventurer  came  there  with  a  large 
quantity  of  English  goods,  consisting  of  broadcloths,  chintz,  penknives 
and  scissors,  watches,  and  porcelain  t^a  sets,  and  he  found  a  ready  market. 
Within  a  few  weeks  nearly  all  his  goods  were  disposed  of,  and  to  the  best 
advantage.  From  all  that  I  could  learn,  I  have  but  little  doubt  his  profits 
were,  on  an  average,  at  least  one  hundred  per  cent,  clear  of  all  expense, 
and  on  some  articles  they  were  two  and  three  hundred.  The  Persians  use 
large  quantities  of  printed  cottons  or  chintz,  and  they  are  fond  of  new 
patterns.  The  Russians  are  supplying  their  market  with  most  of  the  ar- 
ticles demanded,  at  a  cheap  rate,  but  goods  of  Russian  manufacture,  though 
frequently  of  a  showy  appearance,  are  of  a  very  inferior  quality. 

Tea,  of  which  the  Persians  use  it  considerable  quantity,  is  taken  from 
ladia  as  well  as  from  Russia,  and  it  bears  a  high  price. 

There  is  a  custom-house  at  Tabriz,  where  duties  must  be  paid,  but  what 
the  tariff  is  I  am  not  informed. 

Common  articles  of  household  consumption  are  very  cheap.  Flour  was 
about  G J  cents,  and  bread  7  cents  per  bdtman  ;*  mutton  was  28  cents  and 
beef  20  cents  for  the  same  quantity.  Fowls  were  about  7  cents  each,  and 
e^gs  4  cents  per  dozen.  Rice  and  other  articles  raised  in  the  country  could 
be  procured  at  a  proportional  cheap  rate.  The  potato  is  cultivated  success: 
fuJJy  at  Tabriz,  and  exposed  for  sale  in  the  market.  Fuel  is  very  scarce. 
Comnnmication  is  comparatively  easy  with  Constantinople  dfrect  over  land, 
and  by  Way  of  Trebizond  ;  and  also  with  Tiflis  and  St.  Petersburg,  and 
with  India  by  way  of  Bushire.  Tartars  are  employed,  frequently,  to  carry 
despatches  for  th^  British  ambassador  between  Tabriz  and  Constantinople. 
Twenty-four  days  are  allowed  for  the  passage,  and  five  tomans  extra  are 
given  for  each  day  saved  out  of  this  number,  so  that  the  jonrney  is  usually 
performed  in  15  or  18  days.  These  Tartars  are  often  intrusted  with  large 
sums  of  money,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  any  instance  in  which  they 
have  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  nor  are  they  in  much  danger 
of  being  robbed.  Despatches  are  also  sent  in  a  similar  manner  to  Bagdad 
and  to  Bnshire. 

There  are  said  to  be  rich  mines  of  iron  and  copper  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tabriz,  but,  owing  to  kvarice,  or  stupidity,  or  both,  the  Persian  Govern* 
ment  will  neither  cause  their  mines  to  be  worked,  nor  permit  individuals  to 
do  so. 

The  manufacture  of  silk  is  now  carried  to  a  degree  of  perfection  at 
Tabriz,  and  the  Persians  are  impraving  in  this  branch  every  year. 

From  Tabriz  to  Tiflis,  the  capital  ot  Georgia,  the  road  is  practicable  for 
carriages  passing  through  the  Nakhchevan   and  Erivan ;  both  of  these, 

♦The  heavy  batman  of  Tabriz  is  here  inlended,  which  is  equal  to  about  10  lbs.  3  oz.  avoir- 
dupois. There  is  another  measa re  called  the  light  batman,  which  is  equal  to  about  6i  lbs., 
with  which  sugar  &c.  is  measured  j  it  is  to  be  noticed,  however,  that  the  weights  and  measures^ 
as  well  as  the  carrencies  of  the  citios  of  Persia,  difler  very  much  iVom  each  other. 


places  are  of  commercial  importance.  There  is  a  nearer  road  by  way  of  Slioo- 
sba,  and  this  is  the  one  usually  taken  by  caravans,  though  it  can  only  be 
travelled  by  anfniaTs. 

The  population  of  Tiflis  is  usually  estimated  at  from  thirty  to  forty 
thousand  souls,  more  th;m  half  of  whom  are  Armenians.  The  merchants 
are  nearly  all  Armenians.  I  know  of  but  one  Frank  mercantile  house 
there,  and  that  was  established  about  two  years  ago  by  two  Swiss  gentle- 
men, who,  I  believe,  are  connected  with  a  house  in  New  York. 

In  Tiflis  are  extensively  manufactured  copner  utensils  from  ore  found  in 
the  vicinity ;  silver  ware  and  jewelry,  sworas,  daggers,  and  caps.  The 
silk  worm  is  raised  in  the  Georgian  provinces,  and  wine  is  almost  as  abund- 
ant as  water. 

Within  8  or  Oyearis  the  commerce  of  this  city  has  very  much  increased, 
chiefly  in  consequence  of  a  liberal  tariff  granted  by  the  Emperor.  By  an 
Imperial  wAra^c  which  took  efiect  on  July  I,  1822,  peculiar  privileges  were 
granted  to  merchants,  both  native  and  foreign,  in  Georgia,  for  ten  years. 

Reduct  Cale,  was  made  the  point  of  entry  for  the  Georgian  provinces 
on  the  Black  sea  ;  and  the  duty  on  all  merchandise  was  fixed  at  five  per 
cent.  The  date  of  this  ukase  has  now  nearly  transpired,  but  1  am  informed 
that  it  will  probably  be  renewed.* 

The  bazaars  in  Tiflis  are  extensive  and  well  stocked,  aiid  there  are  three 
caravanserais,  one  of  which  is  very  large.  The  only  article  of  American 
manufacture  or  produce  I  saw  there  was  rum. 

There  was  a  French  consul  at  Tiflis  when  I  was  there,  but  1  believe  he 
has  since  returned  to  France. 

From  this  city  to  Reduct  Cale  there  is  a  post  rood  that  is  practicable  for 
carriages.  The  distance,  by  land,  from  Tifles  to  St.  Petersburg,  is  com- 
puted at  2,627  russ  wersts,  or  about  1,751  miles.  The  post  arrives  in  Tiflis 
from  the  capital  once  a  week,  occupying,  usually,  about  fifteen  days  in  the 
passage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  POSTER. 

Hon.  John  l^oRavTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


IJnited  States  Legation, 
^  St.  Stephanoj  Aitgiist  17,  1S36. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith^  a  copy  of  a  translation  of 
a  note  from  the  Porte  on  the  subject  of  certain  prohibited  articles  which 
have  heretofore  been  shipped  on  board  of  vessels  trading  from  hence  to 
the  Black  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

'      G.  A.  PORTER. 

Hoh.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Slate, 

-* 

•This  ukase  was  not  renewed,  and,  in  consequence,  the  foreign  trade  with  Georgia  is  cb- 
lirely  suppressed.  No  foreign  goods  can  now  be  euteicd  into  any  of  the  Georgian  ports  ontk* 
Black  sea  anlcss  it  be  rum. 
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Nlerchant  vessels  trending  in  the  ports  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  pass- 
ing to  and  JFrom  tlie  Black  sea,  haye  taken  advantage  of  a  want  of 
strictness  in  the  customs  to  load  with  provisions  and  other  articles, 
which,  for  domestic  purposes,  a.re  prohibited.  Orders  have  at  limes  been 
given  to  the  ters  hana  emeri  to  pay  all  attention  to  this  digression,  but 
many  being  ignorant  of  the  prohibition,  and  particularly  those  engaged 
in  the  commerce  of  the  recently  established  steamboats^  orders  ha v6  been 
given  to  the  ters  hani^  emeri  that  this  regulation  be  carried  into  imme- 
diate effect.  And  notice  is  hereby  given  to  our  friend,  the  charge  d'af- 
faires of  Americai  that  he  may  communicate  it  to  those  of  his  natioa 
who  may  be  interested. 


Gj«:p,HqETOWif„  Octqktfr  10,  1838. 
Scr:  I  havQ  the  hopor  to  en^^lose  ypi^  a.  communication;  ^hich  has 
j^^t  reacbe4*n(iQ  fi^ip  Cop^^tiqpple. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be^  very  respectfully^  ypu|^  ob^i^t  s^^v^ant^ 

Hon,  Jq^jev,  FofisyTH,  Si^creUirypf  J^^ffif 


.  I    •    !   1   J 


United, St^te^  Legation, 

St.  Stephana^  Jwie  29,  1838. 

Sib,:  I .^ve  th^.I;^9poc,to.en9lpsQ  you  ajra^latipn  of  the.  newly  estab^ 
ii3bfi4quc^ra^t3n^regul,atiops^  mentioned  i^  my  last,  of  t^ia  15th  ips|(ipt. 

\V^itb  ^a,^  respp9^yppr,o^dieJt;it  5ei:v^^^^^ 

JOHN,  P,  BRpWIf. 
Cofganttp(l^^  DAy|D^I^pI^Tp,^, 


ntTfl 


TV^fafig^:*  of  the  r^[ulalio^3^  of:  %,  q^t^antme,,pr9V^}omU3^,esiqJ^ 

fj0er  P<^P^»,  OP  f^^fl^m  r^m^<  ^9  ^fmtfXm^^  «pvwi 

Ung  in  any  respect  from  them, 

Af^yip^  Ir  T;h|^-|igen^,oLtljje.qyara^tWjBjesti^^ 


XJ^/m  J  the  nHDftbw  pf  Jj|is.(y;0fli( ;  wJbi/?;h?jr  a^.of  tl^.a^^siqfe  or,  ii;^  p^|> 
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sician  will  take  down  their  names,  after  observing  them  attentively.  When 
it  has  been  satisfactorily  proven  that  the  vessel  then  visited  is  from  a  coun- 
try free  from  contagion,  without  having  touched  at  any  port  suspected  of 
containiog  a  contagious  disease ;  that  the  number  of  the  crew  is  conforma- 
ble to  the  roll  of  equipage;  the  list  of  passengers,  if  any,  correct  and  in 
good  health  ;  the  agent  will  give  a  certificate  of  the  same,  and  permit  the 
vessel  to  continue  her  voyage.  But  if,  on  the  contra,ry,  the  agent  is  con- 
vinced by  the  said  examination  that  the  vessel  is  from  a  country  sus- 
pected of  or  having  a  contagious  disease  in  it,  or  has  touched  at  a  com- 
promised or  suspected  port,  the  captain  will  be  required  absolutely  to 
come  to  anchor  in  the  sfraits,  at  the  place  designated  for  that  purpose, 
there  to  hoist  a  yellow  flag  at  his  foremast,  and  perform  a  quarantine  of 
eight  days. 

Art.  2.  The  vessel  once  acknowledged  as  compromised,  and  the  cap- 
tain desiring  to  perform  his  quarantine  at  the  Dardanelles,  but  not  having 
the.customary  flag  on  board,  he  will  ask  it  of  the  quarantine,  and  for  eight 
days  strictly  conform  to  the  regulations  which  will  be  given  him  by  the 
agent  and  physician.  The  quarantine  being  established  for  the  good 
and  safety  of  the  public,  the  Sanatory  office  will  place  two  m^n  on  board 
as  guards  to  prevent  any  one  from  leaving  the  vessel  during  the  eight  days, 
as  also  from  going  on  board,  who  will  be  maintained  by  tne  captain,  and 
give  him  such  orders  as  he  must  strictly  conform  to.  If  the  captain  desire 
water  or  provisions,  or  anything  else  from  the  shore,  he  must  hoist  a  yellow 
flag  on  his  boat,  and  taking  with  him  one  of  the  guards,  apply  for  it  at  the 
Sanatory  office,  , 

Art.  3.  If  the  captain  of  the  compromised  vessel  does  tiot  wish  to  pass 
his  quarantine  at  the  Dardanelles,  but  prefers  the  capital,  thence  to  con- 
tinue Ws  voyage  to  the  Black  sea,  he  must  hoist  a  yellow  flag,  and  take  on 
board  a  guard  ;. and  if,  whilst  proceeding  to  the  capital,  he  be  obliged  to 
touch  a!t  any  port,  ripne  pf  the  crew  or  passengers  must  be  permitted  to 
land,  nor  yei  vlrhen^  arrived  at  Constantinople  tne  guard  leave  the  vessel 
without  expre^  permission  from  the  harhor  master  of  the  Ottoman  Porte. 
*  Art.  4.  The  crew  and  passengers  of  the  vessel  who  will  have  performed 
eight  days  quarantine  at  the  Dardanelles,  before  takihg  pratigue,  must,  un- 
der the  observation  of  the  physician  of  tfie  establishment,  undergo  fumiga- 
tion, after  which  they  will  be  admitted  to  pratigue.    But  in  case  the  vessel, 
caused  by  contrary  winds,  be  compelled  to  return  to  the  Dardanelles,  she 
mustnot  anctior  near  the  vessels  in  quarantine,  nor  her  crew  and  passen- 
gers come  at  all  in  contact  with  theirs  or  their  passengers;  and  if  such 
should  take  place,  the  vessel  must  go  again  into  quarantine  for  eight  days. 
'   Art.|  5/  Vessels  destined  to  any  of  the  ports,  of  the  Marmora,  such  as 
Gallissdli,  Rodosto,  and  TMecomeda,  nrast  absolutely  perform  their  quaran- 
tine at  the  Dardanelles  as  above.  ^ 

Art.  6.  When  a  case  of  plague  occurs  on  board  a  vessel,  or  any  other 
contagipus  disease,  the  captain  must  make  a  plain  declaration  of  it  to  the 
physifeiah,  without  in  any  way  attempting  cjoncealment ;  then  the  agent 
and  the  physician  will  send  the  vessel  to  an  isolated  place,  deprive  it  of 
its  launch  and  boat,  land  the  guard,  aiid  proceed  to  pnrify  every  thinf 
belonging  to  it,  to  which  the  captaiti  and  his  crew  mustcontribute  by  keep- 
ing thii  vessel  thoroughly  plean.  }n  case  of  death,  the  corpse  must  betianf 
t)orted  by  the  crew  in  ^heir  own  boat  to  a  pjace  which  the  agent  will  in*- 
cate^  aha  tiiere  be  interred  three  arms'  length  deep.    Any  ves^  t  having  > 
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case  of  plague  on  board  must  petform  a  quarantine,  commencing  with  the 
disease  or  cure  of  the  person,  of  forty  days.  And  if,  duririjr  this  interval, 
a  second  case  occurs,  the  quarantine  must  recommence  as  above  cited. 

Art.  7.  A  captain  who  does  not  wish  to  perform  his  quarantine  at  the 
DardaneUes,  and  to  evade  it  produced  a  false  bill  of  health,*  when  the  latter 
is  discovered,  afid  whether  the  vessiel  has  or  has  not  any  sick  on  bbard, 
a  prosecution  will  be  opened  against  the  captain,  and  if,  during  his  quar- 
antine,hd  permits  any  of  his  crew  or  passengers  to  escape  from  the  vessel, 
or  willingly  puts  any  of  them  on 'shore,  the  fugitives  will,  so  sooh  as  de- 
tected, be  fired  at  with  a  ball;  also,  if  after  he  has  tak^n  pratigue,  any  of 
the  same  be  missed,  a  prosecution  will  be  commenced  against  him. 

Art.  8.  If  a  captain  of  a  Vessel  arriving  at  the  straits  does  not  stop, 
thus  evading  the  visit  of  the  agent,  a  statement  of  the  case  will  be  sent 
to  the  Sanatory  council,  which  "will  httend  to  the  punishment  8f  the  of- 
ience. 

Art.  9.  Vessels  which  may  have  received  from  the  Sanatdty  office  a 
biilof  pratlgue,  and  arrived-  at  the  capritaV  no  one  must  be  permitted  to 
leii(vethe  vessel  before  the  harbor  master  of  the  Oltotnan  Porte  verified  the 
number  of  persons  mentioned  in  the  bilK 

Art.,  10.  Vessels  •«irhldh  have  left  the'  Dardanelles,  in  free^ratigiie,  and 
taken  other  persons  on  board  during  the  passage,  landed  any,  or  simply 
toQched  at  any  port,  such  occurrence  must,  forYegulririty,  be  declared  at  the 
bottom  of  tM  bill  of  prtitigue,  by  the  agent  or  authorities  of  fhe  pkce. 


[extracts.] 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  October  29,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yoa  th^'  enclosed  com'triui'ifcbtibnsj 
which  1  have  this  day-  received' frdrtfi  the  legKt'ion  under  my  charge  at  Con- 
stantinoplei 

I  notice  what  Mr.  Brown  says  about  imj^drh'hg'woril'  adi>^dntrigcbusly  to 
the  United  States,  but  ^  the  laws'  esteblishing  the  duty  6n'  itnporis  must,  to 
effect  this  object,  be  changed,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  draw  your  at- 
tention to  the  subject. 

The  exporters  of  wool  from  Turkey  to  the  United  States  have  already  a 
facility  which  they  appear  lo  reconcile  to  their  consciences  of  making  the 
first  cost  of  the  best  wool  imported  appear  to  be  purchased  at  the  price 
which  enables  them  to  introduce  it  free  from  duty. 

This  is  done  by  purchasing  it  at  a  low  price,  unwashed,  then  cleaning  it, 
and  preparing  it  for  market  in  Turkey,  where  labor  is  cheap. 

The  wool,  I  am  informed,  which  is  purchased  in  all  its  dirt,  for  four  or 
five  cents  per  pound  cost,  is  brought  into  the  United  States  free  from  duty, 
and  sold  at  from  thirty  to  forty  cents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State* 


E  90Q  ;|  '  so 

[estrapt,] 

I 

Ui»?iTED  States  Legation, 

St,  St^phanoy  August  1 7,  1S38. 

Sia :  As  this  Goverpmeot  is  adopting; ipeasures,  the  good  eflSscCs  of  Wihioh 
are  already  visible,  I  beg  leave^  very  respectfully,  to  call  your  attentioQ  to  the 
subject  of  our  tariff,  which,  so  far  as  it  affects  thp  commerce  of  Turkey,  un- 
neces^rily  prevents  merchants  of  the  United  States  from  participating  in  it 
They  might  supply  these  countries  wilh  coffee,  sugar,  rum,  dyewoods,  mar 
hogany,  spices,  and  many  other  minor  articles,  if  the  vessels  bringing;  them 
were  permitted  to  carry  home  t{7oa/,  eveii  a3  part  of  their  cargoes.  Tne  En- 
glish now  furnish  these  articles,  which  we  might  readily  do,  and  undersell 
tt^em;,  bu^  the  profits  are  not  sufficient  to  admit  the  vessels  toretum  home  in 
ballast.  It  is  therefore  the  want  of  return  cargoes,  which  >  prevents  the  in- 
crease of  our  trade  with  Constantinople,  and  the  ports  of  the  Black  sea, 
and  th^  Archipelago. 

We  now  purchase  our  coarse  olpths  fnom  fingtand^  HoUaiK},  aod  Bel- 
gium, manufactured  from  the  same  Turkey  wool  which  the  tariff  prevents 
being  imported  into  the  United  States ;  and  which  under  another  state  of 
things  our  needy  citizens  would,  find  employment  in  manufacturing  for 
them^lves. 

The  wpolsof  Turkey  are  of  the  coarsest  kind^  only  fit  for  coarse  clotbes, 
carpetings,  &a,  and  cannpt  possibly  eompeti^  with  those  of  the  United  Slates, 
which  are  so  much  finer.  If  they  were  admitted /rcc,  or  under  a  duty  of 
one  per  cent,  per  pound,  as  in  mostjcountries  of  Europe,  with  the  proviso 
not  to  cost  over  ten  or  eleven  cents  per  pound,  the  result  would  soon  be  felt, 
by  an  increase  of  our  home  manufactures,  and  a  decrease  in  the  price  of 
wearing  apparel  of  the  lower  classes  of  our  population.  This  is  the  lan- 
guage of  our  consuls  in  the  Levant,  who  would  gladly  see  an  exception 
nw4e  ip  the  tariff,  in  favor  of  the  wools  of  this  country. 

I  hi^ve  the  honor  tohe^  sir,  with  great/espect>  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  BBOWNw 

TpiQommodor^  David  Pobt^^I, 

Cf.  S,iGh(V^gtdf4£(^U^9aiithet^blimekPof!ie. 
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CONSULAR  CORRESPONDENCE. 


id«***«*i 


Exifadofa  letter  from  fVm.  Steward  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State^  at 

Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  April  2$,  1803. 

StE:  1  htfvc  taken  the  Kberty  to  annex  a  memorandUrti  in  which  1  have 
.  endeavored  to  point  out  the  various  brafrches  of  commei^ce  that  may  be  car- 
ried oh  with  advantage  between  America  and  Smyrna,  which  is  (he 
general  deposrKe  of  all  the  productions  of  Turkey  and  Egypt,  as  also  of  those 
of  Europe,  the  Indies,  add  America,  consumed  in  Turkey.  A  lucrative 
and  advantageous  trade  may  no  doubt  be  established  between  (he^  two 
countries. 

Commercial  connexions  between  the  United  States  and  Tutkey  have 
hitherto  been  very  inconsiderable,  but  as  the  basis  of  an  advantageous  com- 
merce exists,  our  enterprising  merchants  will  undoubtedly  not  long  delay 
to  give  to  this  trade  the  attention  which  it  merits,  and  to  raise  it  to  that  de- 
gree of  consequence  which  it  is  capable  of  attaining,  provided  it  be  en- 
couraged in  the  commencement  by  the  Government.  Our  trade  with  the 
East  and  West  Indies  and  South  America  will  always  afford  us  the  means 
of  supplying  Turkey  with  the  principal  articles  of  its  consumption.  The 
productions  of  those  countries  are  sent  from  Europe  to  Smyrna,  which  is 
the  general  depos»ite  of  all  foreign  productions  consumed  in  Turkey,  as  also 
of  the  commodities  of  that  coimtry  and  Egypt.  The  most  important  im- 
portations to  Smyrna  are  East  and  West  India  sugars,  Mocha,  Java^  and 
West  India  coffites,  indigoes  of  all  sorts,  dye  woods,  suchas,  Campea<^foy, 
Pfcmambttfeb,  and  Santa  Martha,  cochineal,  pepper,  pimento,  doves,  cinna- 
mon, nutmeg,  and  Bast  India  miislius.  Sincie  the  Sm^a  menchant  finds 
Ids  tteeoimt  m  purtihasing  these  articles  in  finrt)pe,  panicorlarty  in  theports 
of  the  Mediterranean,  which  "We  almoin  entirely  supply  them  with,  it  i^ 
cvidfflt  how  mu^h  greater  wotild  be  the  benefit  of  the  Americans^  in 
shippings  them  direct  to  (Smyrna,  tmencumbefed  with  the  charges,  profitSj 
6cc^  of  the  Burbpean  merchaiat;  Smyrna  ki  supj^ied  mth  metirtm 
Bgypt,  and  when  the  crops  feilihere,  from  L^mbardy  and  Piedmont.  In  this 
case  t^rolinjkirite  wottld  Btnswer.  Cod  fi*h  would  also  answer,  pmvided  it 
would  arrive  in  the  monfti  of  Octdber,  whidh  is  the  beghming  of'fhe  lent  of 
the  Grcfeke,  and  which  lasts  till  Christmas.  This  month  is  the  time  of 
gathering  in  the  crops,  and  consequently  the  best  period  for  purchasing  the 
produce  of  the  country.  It  is  then,  also,  that  the  caravans  arrive  from  all 
parts  of  Turkey  to  lay  in  their  winter  stock,  which  affords  to  the  merchants 
a  ready  sale  for  their  importations. 

Among  the  productions  of  Turkey  and  Egypt,  there  are  many  that  would 
answer  well  for  the  internal  consumption  of  the  United  States,  or  for  their 
foreign  expeditions.  Red  Sorat  copper,  opium,  and  Russian  iron  in  bars 
might  be  shipped  to  India  with  advantage.  The  latter  comes  from  the 
Black  sea,  and  is  much  cheaper  here  than  in  the  Baltic.  Our  hat  manu- 
factories might  make  use  of  goats'  wool  and  romelia,  and  Natolia  hare  sklwSv 
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Madder  roots,  alum,  gulls,  yellow  berries,  and  the  gums  of  Turkey  and 
Egypt  might  meet  with  a  consumption  in  the  few  manufactories  we  have, 
and  are  already  used  for  several  different  purposes  in  America.  Our  drug- 
gists are  always  in  want  of  rhubarb,  scammony^and  myrrh,  and  the  various 
drugs  which  abound  here,  and  which  are  very  cheap.  The  white  soap  of 
Gandia  is  one-third  cheaper,  and  equal  in  quality  to  that  which  we  import 
from  the  Mediterranean.  The  same  may  be  said  of  olive  oil,  which  costs  at 
least  20  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  same  quality  in  France  or  Italy. 
The  fruits  of  Smyrna  are  well  known  in  the  United  States,  particularly  the 
figs  and  raisins.  There  are  many  wines  which  are  of  a  good  quality,  par- 
ticularly the  red  Archipelago  and  white  Muscatel  wines.  There  are  also 
morocco  leathers  and  manufactured  silks  in  this  country  of  a  neat  taste, 
and  of  different  qualities,  which  might  answer  well  our  markets.  Most  of 
the  above  articles  would  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  United  States,  and  as  the 
articles  which  we  could  supply  are  consumed  in  very  great  quantities,  there 
is  every  reason  to  hope  that  this  commerce,  once  established,  would  be- 
come very  considerable.  The  bankmg  transactions  between  Smyrna  and 
the  principal  places  in  Europe  being  very  considerable,  and  as  the  outward 
cargo  would  most  probably  produce  more  than  could  be  invested  in  the  re- 
turns, the  surplus  could  always  be  remitted  in  good  bills  of  exchange  to 
such  place  as  might  be  indicated. 

WM.  STEWARD. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  Wilkinson  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Staie^ 

at   Washington^  dated 

Smyrna,  January  15,  1806. 

Sir:  You  have  no  doubt  been  informed  that  William  Steward,  Esq., 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  city,  departed,  in  the  mouth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1803,  for  Philadelphia,  and  that  he  had  appointed  me  to  act  as  pro- 
consul in  his  absence.  Conformable  to  th^  instructions  left  with  me  by 
the  said  gentleman,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the  manifests  of 
six  American  vessels  that  have  arrived  here  and  departed  from  December, 
1804,  to  November,  1805.  No  others  have  arrived  here  since  Mr.  Steward's 
departure.  From  a  long  experience  of  thirty-five  years  in  this  country,  I 
can  assure  you,  sir,  that  a  very  advantageous  trade  can  be  carried  on  be- 
tween this  empire  and  America,  provided  it  is  properly  attended  to,  and  I 
have  furnished  many  houses  of  trade  in  the  United  States  with  plans  thereof. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c., 

R.  WILKINSON. 
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Manifests^  inwards  and  outwards,  of  the  brig  Pennsylvania,  Hugh 

McPherson  master. 


Hwards  from  Philadelphia^  reported  Decern- 

^24,  1804. 

By  Messrs.  R.  H.  Wilcocks  &  Co.  to  Mr.  J. 
C.  Wilcocks— 

40  hbds.  coffee,  say  powder  sagar 

38  hhds.  coffee 
135  bagsjpepper 

38  tons  2  cwk.  2  qrs.  logwood. 

By  Mr.  Wm.  Wain  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks— 
120  begs  pepper 
9  bhds.  powder  sugars 
15  lihds.  powder  sugax.s. 

Bv  Mr.  J.  Fiske  to  Mr.  J,  a  Wilcocks— 
dd  and  76  bags  pepper. 

By  Mr.  William  Steward  to  N.  B.  Drayalizza 
&Co.— 
6  hbds.  and  5  bbls.  coffee. 

By  H.  McPherson  to  himself— 
6  small  chests  tea. 


Outwards  for  Baltimore^  cleared  out  March  6, 

180a 

By  J.  L.  Wilcocks  to  himself— 
49  chests  opium. 
2  bbls.,  containing  8,200  Spanish  dx)llar& 

By  H.  McPherson  to  himself— 
1  chest  opium. 


Manifests^  inwards  and  outwards,  of  the  brig  Eutaw,  Christopher  L. 

Gant  master. 


fmoardsfrom  BaUmore,  ft 

pofUd  July  5, 1806. 

^  — 

Outwards  for  CkinUm  in  China,  cleared  out 
November  2, 1805. 

^  Mr.  John  Worthington 
dW  bbls.  loaf  sugar 

to  himself- 

By  Mr.  John  Worthington  to  himself— 
46  chests  opium  ^ 

49  cases  Havana  sugars 

80  -cases  Havana  sugats 

51  boxes  opium. 

539  bags  coffee 

811  bags  pepper 

By  Christopher  L.  Gant  to  himself— 

13  tons  logwood. 

2  boxes  opium. 

By  Christopher  L.  Oaat  to  himself— 

1  baUat  muslins. 

• 

Manifests,  inwards  and  outwards,  of  the  brig  Spartan,  Charles  Cham- 

berland  master. 


hwardsfrom  BaMmore,  reported  July  17, 1805. 

By  Mr.  Felix  Caone  to  Messrs.  A.  St  E. 

Hayes  A  Co.--- 
SOO  cases  Ebivana  sugars 
930  bags  coffee 
137  bags  cofiee 

5|  tons  logwood 

7  tofns  Nicaragua  wood. 

By  C.  Chamberland  to  himself-^ 
23  bags  coffee 
23  bags  coffee 
2  drums  scammony 
6  caaes  gum  amoniac 


Outwards  for  Trieste  and  Baltimore,  cleared 
out  the  1st  of  November,  1805. 

PorTriesie. 

By  Haisn  &.  Santo  Levi  to  Tomis  St  Caris— 
100  slabs  copper. 

By  Raff  St  Qarbich  to  Chiriaco  6t  Brothers, 
Catraco— 
12  bbls.  and  1  keg  of  safflour. 

By  Stephen  de  EEagi  Siffer  to  Hemspacher 
&  Co.— 
140  bbls.  red  raisins. 
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MANIFESTS— Continued. 


Inwaldsfrom  Baltimore^  reported  July  17, 1805. 

Oviward  far  Trieste  and  BaXlvouyre^  a 

By  C.  Chamberland  to  Ydm^^H—OnUinued. 

tnUthelslof  Navembtr,  1805. 

7  bags  hazelnnts 

For  Baltimore. 

12  boxes  Cyprus  wine 
1  case  samower 

By  Mr.  F.  Caune  to  Mr,  Henry  Messon 

3  boxes  Turkey  oil-stone 

5  bales  sponges    ' 
23  demijonns  orange-flower  water 

20  slabs  copper 

6  bales  carpets 

4  boxes^  containing 

18  bbls.  seana 

1 ,600  Spanish  and  imperial  dollars 

397  drums  figs 

167|  doubloons 

383  dnim.s  red  raisins 

610  imperial  chequins. 
By  Mr.  Felix  Caune  to  himself— 

50  bbls.  black  raisins 

60  kegs  red  raisins    ' 

1  bale  carpets 

6  boxes 

74  dmms  figs 

4  cases  opium 

60  drums  red  raisins 

1  case  gum  draganth. 

2  cases  pistache  nuts 

By  Charles  Chamberland  to  himsvli— 

6  chests  opium 

•    15  bbls.  red  raisins 

1  canister  saffron 

30  drutns  red  raisins 

1  box,  containing 

21  drums  fi^ 

2,600  Spanish  dollars,  and 

2  boxes  opium 

150  doubloons. 

1  canister  saffron 

* 

1  bag,  containing 

1,150  Spanish  and  imperial  donars: 

Manifests^  inwards  and  ouhaards^  of  the  schooner  Hkizardj  John 

Hams  master. 


Inwards  from  Philadelphia.  reporUd  August 

24, 1805. 
By  Mr.  E.  Wood  mas  to  Messrs,  Lee  &  So)»-*< 
40  hhds.  <iofl[ee 
15  puncheons  rum 
8  tx>xes  mdigo 
150  boxes  Havana  sugars 
378  bags  pepper 
3  bales  muslins 

2  cases  tobacco 
15  bales  nankeens 
21  bagsginger 

3  tons  6  cwt  1  qr.,4  lbs,  lufpitofA 
1  bale  muslins^ 


Outwards  for  Leghorn   and    PkUade 
cleared  out  October  25,  1806. 

17  bales  safflower 
16  bales  goats'  wool 

5  bales  sponges 

22  casks  wax 
12  cases  drugs 

4  drums  do. 
10  cases    do. 
4  bUs.     do. 
3  bales  hare  skiny 

1  bale  muslins 

2  cases  tobacco 

2  cas^  kid  skins 
1,776  goat  skins 

8  sdckagallv 

1  bale  cotton  stufils 

18  sacks  madder  roots 

3  Dales  carpets 
736  cases  flfs 

SO  drmtasifigB^ 

23  bbls.  currants 

75  drums  red  raisins 

50  bUs.  red  raisins 

58  drum^  Sultana  raisins 

22  cases  drugs 

35  drun^ii  and  cases  fruit)  presenlB. 
N.B.— All  the  foregoing  goods  landed 
Messrs.  Lee  &  Sons. 
By  John  Williams  to  MmsetP- 

2  bales  carpets 
60  casesfiies 

54  drumsngs 

4  drums  and  2  bbls.  red  faisms 
52  drums  cujrf^utUs 

1  drum  dultana  raisins 

1  drum  honey 

1  drum  opium 

1  boxsaflron 

1  box  gum  copal.  ^ 
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Manifests,  inwards  and  outwards,  of  brig  Slyph,  Samuel  Clarke  master. 


Inwards  from  Philadelphia,  reported  September 

20,  1805. 

By  Mr.  James  S.  Wiloocks  to  Messrs.  Lee  & 
Sods — 

1*22  boxes  Havana  sugars 

25  boxes  do. 

30  boxes  do. 

30  boxes  block  tin 

3  bales  moslins 

5  tons  ]  cwt.  1  qr.  26  lbs.  logwood 
500  bags  pepper 
30  hhds.  conee 
50  hbds.    do. 
40  bags     do. 
10  boxe^  indigo 
3  boxes    do. 
10  bags  coffee. 


OtUtcards  for  Leghorn  and  Cznton^  cleared 
out  November  30, 1805. 

By  Mr.  James  8.  Wiloocks  to  himself— 
9^1  pi^  lead. 
2  cases  merchandise 
33  cases  opinm 
16  bbl3.  iiuicksilYer 
150  sacks  madder  roots 
64  bales  cottons 
100  pieces  boxwood 
13  cases,  containing 
36,000  Spa^sh  dollars. 


0 

Manifest  a,  tnyMurds  and  outwards,  of  ike  brig  EBtbemia,  William  Mor- 
rison master. 


hwards  from  Philadelphia,  reported  October 

18,  1805. 

By  Mr.  Jacob  Otto  to  Lee  &  Sons- 
SSI  bags  coffee 
79  tierces  do. 
105  hhds.    do. 
358  boxes  Havana  sugars 
1*2  bales  nankeens 
20  bags  pimento 
10  puncheons  rum 
3  tons  block  tin 
3  tons  logwood 
3  bags  cassia  lignia 
10  hhds.  loaf  sagar 
83  bags  pepper. 


Outwards  f&r   Leghorn  and  Canton,  cleared 
oui  November '29,  1805. 

By  Mr.  Jacob  Olto  to  himself— 

134  hhds.  and  tierces  coffee,  reshipped 
6^9  bags  coffee,  reshipped 
12  bales  nankeens 
1,600  kils  of  salt 
336  pigs  lead 
26  cases  drugs 
150*  sacks  madder  roots 
26  sacks  galls 
6  bbls.  beeswax 
10  boxes,  containing 
19,213  Spanish  dollars. 


This  is  to  certify  that  the  annexed  manifests  of  six  American  vessels  are  true  copies, 
extracted  from.ihe  originals.  Given  under  my  hand  this  15th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1606L 

RQBEET.  WILKINSON,  Pra-consul, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Wilkinson  to  the  honorable  Secretary  o 

State,   Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  April  29,  1806. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  duplicates  of  my  despatch 
of  15th  January,  with  the  manifests  of  the  six  American  vessels  therein 
alluded  to.  Since  when,  the  followingf  vessels  arrived  here,  viz :  The 
Dolphin,  Benjamin  Labree  master,  from  Philadelphia  and  Leghorn,  reported 
the 4th  of  March, and  cleared  out  for  Leghorn  the  2 1st  of  March;  the 
dory,  Thomas  Moore  master,  arrived  from  Philadelphia  on  the  27th  instant, 
vith  divers  merchandise. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Wilkinson  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 

State,  at  Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  June  26,  1806. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  yon  last  under  the  21st  ultimo,  by  a 
Ragusan  vessel,  bound  from  hence  to  New  York.  Since  when,  the  follow- 
ing American  vessels  have  arrived  here  with  colonial  produce,  viz :  The 
brig  PhoBbe,  Wood  Abraham  master,  from  Baltimore  ;  the  brig  Globe,  John 
Williams  master,  from  Philadelphia. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  R,   Wilkinson,    United  States  Consul,  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  at  Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  October  20, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  duplicate  of  my  despatch 
of  15th  ultimo.  Since  when,  the  ship  Calumet  arrived  here  from  Constan- 
tinople, and  by  her  I  have  received  letters  informing  me  that  the  Ottoman 
Government  have  determined  to  receive  all  American  vessels  in  future,  on 
their  paying  six  per  cent,  duties  on  the  value  of  their  car'goes,  inward  and 
outward ;  and  this  has  been  levied  on  the  cargoes  of  the  Calumet  and 
America.  The  Pennsylvania  packet,  Henry  Harrison  master,  of  Phila- 
delphia, is  arrived  here  from  Mocha,  with  Mocha  coffee  and  gums.  Also, 
the  brig  Revolution,  Samuel  Rea  master,  of  and  from  Salem,  and  the  brig 
Albion,  of ,  G.  L.  Carter  master,  from  Liverpool. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Wilkinso7i,  United  States  Consul,  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  at  Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  December  29,  1810. 

Excellency  :  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  last  to  your  excellency  on 
the  20th  October,  duplicate  whereof  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  The 
schooner  Valona,  James  Curtis  master,  (bearer  hereof,)  arrived  here  on  the 
3d  instant  from  Baltimore,  with  a  cargo  of  sugars  and  coffee,  and  has  now 
on  board,  as  a  return  cargo,  137  bales  red  cotton  yarn,  and  11  sacks  of 
madder  roots. 

The  brig  Sylph,  Thomas  Arnold  master,  of  Philadelphia,  cam.e  in  this 
morning  from  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  coffee  and  sugars. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  R,  Wilkinson,  United  States  Cofisul,  to  the 
.  Hbn.  Secretary  of  State,  at  Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  A/ay  20,  ISl  I. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  last  to  your  excellency  on  the  16ih 
March,  by  *the  brig  Expectation,  of  Philadelphia,  since  when  the  American 
ship  Lewis,  Joseph  Lawrence  master,  is  arrived  here  from  Liverpool,  with 
a  few  goods,  having  landed  the  principal  .part  of  her  cargo  at  Lisbon  aiid 
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Malta.  I  now  beg  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  British  consul 
here  received  a  despatch  a  few  days  ago  from  the  Levant  Company,  in 
London,  directing:  him  not  to  permit,  in  future,  American  vessels  to  come 
into  this  port  under  British  colors,  but  to  protect  them  under  their  national 
flag,  as  well  as  American  citizens  and  their  property,  thousfh  not  to  inter- 
fere, by  any  means,  in  opposition  to  the  Ottoman  Government,  concerning 
the  new  or  double  duties,  which  the  latter  has  deemed  proper  to  impose 
upon  the  property  of  American  citizens,  apprehensive  that  the  British  em- 
bassy a^  Constantinople  might  by  such  a  conduct  be  exposed  to  some 
serious  contestations  with  the  Sublime  Porte.  The  British  consuls  in  other 
ports  of  the  Levant  will  receive  the  same  orders.  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  this  to  your  excellency  as  early  as  possible,  for  the 
information  of  the  merchants  in  America  that  are  trading  this  way.   . 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  David  Offley  to  Hon:  J.  Q.  Adams,  Secretary 

of  State,  Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  January  24, 1824. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  your  department,  I  enclose,  herewith, 
statements  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  American  vessels,  from  January, 
1823.  to  December,  same  year ;  and  of  the  importations  and  exportations 
of  merchandise  from  1st  July  to  3lst  December. 

The  amount  of  duties  paid  this  Government  on  the  American  trade  for 
the  past  year,  amounts,  by  the  tariff  of  those  nations  in  treaty  with  the  Porte, 
to  359,448  paras,  which,  at  the  average  value  of  the  Spanish  dollars  during 
that  time,  is  $47,866 ;  oh  which  an  additional  duty  is  paid  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  of  15  per  cent.,  amounting  to  $7,179  ;  and  which  is 
about  the  average  sum  of  additional  duties  for  twelve  years  past.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  American  trade  to  this  place  until  the  year  1811, 
the  consignments  of  American  vessels  arriving  here  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  English  merchants,  the  duties  paid  on  the  cargoes  were  regulated 
by  the  English  tariff,  a  consulage  paid  to  the  English  consul  for  protection, 
and  which  for  the  twelve  preceding  years  amounted  to  65;500  Spanish 
dollai*s. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  David  Offley,  Con.  Com.  Agent  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington^  dated 

Smyrna,  January  4,  1826. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  enclosed,  the  reports  of  the  arrivals 
of  American  vessels  at  this  port  the  past  year,  together  with  the  reports  of 
their  cargoes  inwards  and  outwards. 
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Extreict  of  a  letter  from  David  Offiey^  tlnited  States  commercial  agent 
and  consul^  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay^  Secretary  ofState^  at  Washingtorij 
dated 

Smyrna,  January  4,  1827. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  arrivals  of 
American  vessels  at  this  port  the  past  year,  together  with  a  report  of  their 
cargoes  inwards  and  outwards. 

&)me  weeks  past,  two  American  vessels  in  the  Archipelago  were  plun- 
dered by  the  Greek  cruizers,  and  their  crews  treated  in  most  infamous 
manner.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  two  American  vessels  of  war  should 
remain  on  this  station  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and  which  would 
enable  vessels  bound  here,  as  well  as  those  departing^  to  be  protected  by 
convoy. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY, 
Con.  Cam.  Agent  U.  8. 
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Un;itfd  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna,  November  26,  1827. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  the  month  of  June  last, 
at  the  request  of  several  American  merchants,  1  applied  to  the  Government 
at  Constantinople  to  know  whether  American  merchant  ships  would  be 
received  in  a  friendly  manner  at  that  place,  and  whether  the  rates  of  duties 
on  their  carsroes  would  be  regulated  by  the  tariff  agreed  on  with  me  for 
this  place :  the  request  was  made  particularly  for  one  vessel  from  Boston 
loaded  for  Constantinople.  The  person  whom  I  charged  to  deliver  my 
letter  received  for  answer  from  the  Sereskin  Pacha,  that  I  should  shortly 
receive  an  answer  to  my  application ;  and  which,  on  another  occasion,  was 
repeated,  with  the  observation  that  as  soon  as  the  pressing  affairs,  which 
then  occupied  the  Porte,  were  finished,  that  I  should  receive  an  interesting 
communication. 

I  beg  further  to  report  to  you,  that  the  Brig  Cherub,  of  Boston,  on  her 
voyage  from  Boston  to  this  place,  was  captured  by  the  Greeks,  taken  to 
Carabusa,  unloaded,  and  her  cargo  sold  in  the  presence  of  the  commandant 
of  the  castle  and  the  primates  of  the  town.  The  same  vessel,  on  her 
voya^  from  this  place,  returning  to  Boston,  was  again  captured  by  the 
Greeks  of  the  island  of  Miconi ;  the  captain  and  crew,  apprehensive  for 
their  lives  from  observing  the  conduct  of  the  Greeks  on  board  o?  another 
American  vessel,  captured  also  by  the  same  Greek  privateers,  abandoned 
their  vessel  and  got  on  board  of  another  American  vessel  then  in  sight,  and 
which  vessel  escaped  by  superior  sailing ;  the  privateers  then  took  part  of 
the  cargo  of  the  Cherub  and  abandoned  her.  Another  Greek  privateer, 
then,  as  I  am  led  to  believe,  in  sight,  took  possession  of  the  brig,  and  car- 
ried her  into  the  port  of  Syra,  stating  that  they  had  found  her  deserted  and 
on  shore  at  the  island  of  Delos,  and  claimed  salvage.  The  United  States 
schooner  Warren  arrived  in  search  of  the  Cherub,  and  took  possession  of 
her ;  Captain  Kearney  ^vin^  to  the  captain  of  the  privateer  a  declaration 
that  she  should  be  delivered  to  her  consignees  here,  on  condition  that 
they  should  pay  such  salvage  as  reason  and  justice  demands.  George 
Leftery,  the  said  captain  of  privateer,  is  now  here,  and  has  claimed  of  her 
consignees,  American  merchants  established  here,  one  half  ship  and  cargo 
for  this  salvage,  which  being  refused,  he  applied  to  me,  through  his  advo- 
cate, demanding,  in  conformity  with  the  usages  of  this  place,  that  his  claim 
should  be  judged  and  decided  by  a  consular  tribunal.  I  informed  him, 
firom  particular  circumstances  attending  his  claim,  that,  the  brig  Cherub 
tvoula  proceed  to  Boston,, and  referred  him  to  the  tribunals  of  that  country 
for  the  settlement  of  his  claim.  He  has  laid  his  protest  against  me  for  such 
determination,  and,  particularly,  for  suffering  the  said  brig  to  depart  before 
a  sentence  should  be  given.  I  do  not  believe  myself  authorized  to  act  as 
usual  with  other  consuls  in  this  place,  and  which  is  to  assemble  a  tribunal 
of  four  respectable  merchants,  presided  by  the  consul  of  the  defendant, 
sentence  being  given  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  the 
usages  of  this  place.  After  such  sentence  is  complied  with,  an  appeal  is. 
allowed  to  the  ministers  at  Constantinople  by  the  English  and  all  others, 
except  the  French,  from  whose  consular  tribunals  an  appeal  is  made  direct 
to  France.  Had  this  claim  for  salvage  been  made  by  any  European,  the 
Cherub  would  have  been  prevented  leaving  this  port  before  a  settlement 
thereof.  The  said  captain,  1  have  reason  to  suppose,  will  proceed  to  the 
United  States  for  the  prosecution  of  his  claim.    At  the  request  of  Messrs. 
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Issarverdens,  Stith,  &  Co.,  the  consignees  of  the  Cherub.  I  have  had  them 
furnished  with  authenticated  copies  of  all  documents  relative  to  this  business. 
On  the  subject  of  consular  powers  in  this  place,  I  have,  on  several  occa- 
sions, had  the  honor  to  make  full  representation  to  your  department.  We 
have  now  four  American  conunercial  establishments  in  this  place,  who 
are  amenable  to  no  other  laws  than  those  of  the  United  States.  Disputes 
against  and  for  ,  them  have  taken  place,  in  the  settlement  of  which, 
afthou^h  frequently  embarrassed,  I  have  thus  far  succeeded  in  obtaining 
authority  from  the  parties  themselves,  which  I  do  not  otherwise  possess. 
An  appeal  to  the  local  authorities  in  any  dispute,  not  with  their  subjects, 
would,  in  this  couiitry,  be  esteemed  not  only  dishonorable,  but  an  abandon- 
ment of  one  of  the  highest  esteemed  privileges  which  Francs  enjoy. 

The  Ministeis  of  I^nmark  and  Naples  have  obtained,  under  the  media- 
tion of  Russia,  the  passage  for  their  flags  into  the  Black  sea,  under  the 
condition  of  paying,  according  to  the  size  of  their  vessels,  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty  dollars  as  light  money.  Inquiries  have  been  made  of  me  indirecdy, 
but  as  I  have  been  given  to  understand  from  the  Russian  mission  at  Con- 
stantinople, whether  any  person  in  this  country  was  authorized,  on  the 
part  of  our  Government,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Porte.  As  I  doubt 
not  our  naval  commanders  have  made  full  reports  of  the  depredations 
committed  on  our  flag  by  the  Greeks,  it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should 
trouble  you  with  a  detailed  account  thereof.  The  embargo  which  lately 
existed  at  Constantinople  has  been  taken  ofi*.  This  and  other  pacific  mea- 
sures lead  to  the  expectation  that  the  existing  differences  between  the 
allied  powers  and  the  Porte  will  be  amicably  settled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY, 
Con,  Com.  Agent  United  States. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  David  Offley,   United  States  Consul,  to  Hon, 
Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  dated 

Smyrna,  March  22,  1829. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  herewith,  a  statement  of  the  ar- 
rivals of  American  vessels  in  this  port  the  past  year,  as  also  of  their  car- 
goes inwards  and  outwards. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  David  Qfflep,  United  Statis  consul^  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated 

Smyrna,  February  4,  1830. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  statement  of  the  arrivals  and 
departures  of  American  vessels  the  past  year,  as  well  as  of  their  cargoes 
inwards  and  outwards.  By  the  late  treaty  of  Adrianople  it  is  stipulated 
that  vessels  of  all  nations,  not  at  war  with  the  Porte,  shall  have  free  access 
to  the  Black  sea,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  with  Russian  vessels. 
Count  Orloff,  who  has  been  at  Constantinople  for  some  months  past  as 
Russian  commissioner  to  put  in  execution  the  articles  of  that  treaty,  does 
not  appear,  as  yet,  to  have  succeeded  in  this  particular.  Russian  vessels 
pass  with  but  little  delay  or  formality,  while  those  of  other  nations  in  treaty 
with  the  Porte  continue  to  pass  on  the  terms  of  their  respective  capitula- 
tions. It  is  not  improbable  that,  generally,  the  powers  having  treaties  with 
the  Porte  may  prefer  holding  the  right  of  passage  in  conformity  with  their 
own  stipulations,  in  preference  to  availing  themselves  of  the  somewhat 
more  favorable  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  but  which  would 
involve  their  navigation  in  any  future  difficulties  which  might  exist  between 
Russia  and  Turkey.  His  excellency  M.  Rebeanpia,  Russian  ambassador  at 
Constantinople,  being  here  on  his  passage  to  that  place,  in  a  conversation  I 
had  with  him,  appeared  anxious  that  our  citizens  should  engage  in  the 
commerce  of  the  Black  sea,  and  perfectly  disposed  to  assist  therein.  Having 
no  authority  on  this  subject,  it  did  not  appear  to  me  proper  to  avail  myseli 
of  the  opportunity  evidently  ojSered  me  by  his  excellency  to  have  entered 
more  fully  thereon.  Mr.  Rhind,  our  consul  at  Odessa,  who  left  this  on 
the  6th  ultimo  for  Constantinople,  but  at  which  place  he  had  tiot  arrived 
on  the  30th,  being  detained  by  contrary  winds,  will,  no  doubt,  before  leaving 
that  place  for  his  consulate,  inform  you  fully  on  this  subject,  so  interesting 
to  our  comnoerce. 
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List  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  American  vessels  from 


Description  and  name 
of  vessel. 

Captain's  name. 

Touched 
at. 

/ 
Coming  from. 

Belonging  to. 

1 

Registry. 

Ship  Emerald 
Brig  Danube 

J.  Webb 
C.  Inglee 

Malta    - 

Boston 
Boston 

Salem 
Boston 

Tons.  96tlM. 
271  33 
340  "73 

Brig  Tenedos 

H.  K.  Loring  - 

Malta    • 

Boston 

• 
Boston 

245  26 

Brig  Cherub 
Ship  Emerald 

J.  Williams     - 
J.  Webb 

- 

Constantinople 
Constantinople 

Boston 
Salem 

173  70 
271  33 

Brig  Hope    - 

J.  Bcckford     - 

Malta   - 

Salem 

Salem 

176 

Biig  Pelos    - 

S.  Sprague 

Malta   - 

Boston 

Boston 

160  50 

Brig  Tenedos 

H.  K.  Loring  • 

— 

Mettelin 

Boston 

345  26 

Brig  Hope    - 

J.  Beckford     - 

- 

Constantinople 

Salem 

176 

Brig  Smyrna           -, 
Brig  Delos    - 

S.  Sprague 
N.P.Smith     - 

Malta    . 

Boston 
Constantinople 

Duxbury 
Boston 

162  73 
160  59 

Brig  William  Henry 
Schooner  Edgar 

M.  Wadleigh  - 
M.  Wilson      - 

Malta    - 

Boston 
St.  Jago 

Boston 
New  York  - 

185  91 
146  71 

Brig  Cherub 
Brig  Nile     - 
Brig  Smyrna 
Brig  Saltana 
Brig  John  Laird 

H.  Rich 

C.  Ellis 

S.  Sprague 

H.  Poster 

G.  Fletcher     - 

Marseilles 
Zant     - 

Boston 
Boston 
Alexandria  • 
Boston 
Trieste 

Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Alexandria  - 

173  70 
193  57 
163  73 
187  15 
311  65 

Bri^  Hope    - 

J.  Beckford 

- 

Constantinople 

Salem 

176 

Brig  Cherub 
Schooner  Exact 

H.  Rich 
S.  Nichols 

: 

Constantinople 
New  York   - 

Boston 
New  York    - 

173  9C^ 
177  9^ 

Brig  Leander 
Brig  Tenedos 

J.  Silser 

J.  Williams     - 

Malta    - 
Malta    • 

Salem 
Boston 

Salem 
Boston 

233  30, 

345»y 

^ 


Smyrna,  December  31,  1839. 
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ary  1  to  December  31,  1829. 


1200] 


• 

• 

Medi- 
pass- 

• 

rival 

o 

■§> 

oi 

Destination. 

Dateof  de- 

Owners' names. 

1 

parture. 

S5 

• 

rj   11 

15 

27 

182 

Constantinople 

February  3 

J.Porrester  &  T.H.Forresler. 

31 

14 

283 

1,566 

Boston 

23 

J.  Cabot,  T.  H.  Perkins,  T. 
H.  Pel  kins,  jr.,  S.  Perkin.s, 
and  J.  P.  Cushing. 

iaryl9 

13 

48 

1,902 

Mettelin 

April 

12 

J.  J.  Pumam,  W.  Fay,  and 
N.  Pratt. 

23 

12 

70 

1 ,996 

Boston 

March 

25 

J.  J.  Putnam  and  N.  Pratt. 

ti     21 

15 

27 

182 

Gibraltar  and 

Canton 

April 

4 

J.Forrester  &  T.  H.Forrester. 

19 

7 

6 

41 

Constantinople 

m 

28 

D.  Abbott,  D.  Abbott,  jr.,  and 
J.  Beckford. 

29 

9 

,  25 

2,060 

Constantinople 

May 

8 

J.  J.  Putnam,  W.  Fay,  N. 
Pratt,  and  Q.  Stith. 

29 

13 

48 

1,902 

Boston 

June 

10 

J.  J.  Putnam,  W.  Fay,  and 
N.  Pratt. 

15 

7 

6 

41 

Constantinople 

July 

20 

D.  Abbott,  D.  Abbott,  jr.,  and 
John  Beckford. 

19 

8 

18 

1,772 

Alexandria  - 

9 

Ezra  Weston. 

31 

9 

25 

2,060 

New  York  and 

Boston 

August 

12 

J.  J.  Putnam  and  N.  Pratt. 

>t     18 

8 

144 

2,093 

Boston 

Sept. 

16 

E.  E.  Bradshaw. 

19 

9 

304 

19 

New  York   - 

A 

15 

S.  S.  Uowland  and  G.  G. 
Rowland. 

26 

11 

70 

1,996 

Constantinople 

1 

J.  J.  Putnam  and  N.  Pratt. 

29 

9 

276 

2,032 

Boston 

16 

Robert  G.  Shaw. 

30 

8 

18 

1,772 

Boston 

October  11 

Ezra  Weston. 

nber4 

10 

136 

1,339 

Boston 

Sept. 

25 

Ebenezer  E.  Breed. 

5 

9 

20 

185 

New  York   - 

M 

23 

J.  C.  Vowell,  M.Miller,and 
W.  H.  Miller. 

18 

7 

6 

41 

Boston 

25 

D.  Abbott,  D.  Abbott,  jr.,  and 
John  Beckford. 

27 

12 

70 

1,996 

Boston 

October  13 

J.  J.  Pumam  and  N.  Pratt. 

27 

7 

197 

89 

New  Vork   - 

13 

S.  Nichols,  Philo  Doane,  and 
L.  S.  Sturges. 

mber3 

13 

40 

153 

In  port 

t 

Joseph  Peabody. 

mberSl 

13 

48 

1,902 

In  port 

' 

J.  J.  Putnam,  VV.  Fay,  and 
N.  Pratt. 

DAVID  OFFLEY,  VhiUd  Stales  CansuL 
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Importations  by  American  vessels  from  January  1 


% 

/ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

s> 

• 

Vesi»els'  names. 

o 

o 

o 

•— < 
g 

CO 

o 

u 

o 

<.4 

t<-l 

913 

o 

1 

o 

4 

-5 

<.4 

o 

O 

O 

1 

P3 

n 

PQ 

o 

o 

P4 

Emerald                -           .           - 

2,200 

4 

236 

•J 

Danube* 

Tenedos                 .           -           - 

1,150 

297 

„ 

^ 

198 

. 

Cherub* 

Emerald* 

Hope                     ... 

^ 

. 

_ 

30 

. 

Delos                     ... 

60 

„ 

_ 

150 

. 

Tenedost 

Hopet 

, 

Smyrna 

1,784 

^^ 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

Delos  t 

William  and  Henry 

1,200 

. 

6 

^ 

- 

Edffar                    -           -           - 

1,000 

7 

,. 

„ 

50 

Cherub                  ... 

^ 

^ 

60 

• 

Nile                      ... 

l7670 

. 

_ 

62 

- 

Smyrna  S 

Sullana  II 

John  Laird  IT 

■ 

Hope  ♦* 

Cherub  ♦♦ 

Exact                     .           -           - 

450 

^^ 

.^ 

„ 

40 

Leander                 -           -           - 

2,500 

. 

^„ 

45 

400 

200 

Tenedos 

900 

- 

24 

- 

195 

378 

12,914 

304 

24 

55 

1,381 

*  A  general  cargo  of  the  produce  of  the  country  for  sundry  merchants  here,  loaded  tf 
Constantinople. 

t  Brought  a  cargo  of  oil,  about  250  tons,  from  Mettelin,  which  she  carried  to  the  United 
States. 

t  A  general  cargo  from  Constantinople,  the  same  as  the  vessel  above. 


Smyrna,  December  31,  1629. 
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I  December  31,  1829. 


• 
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:a 

• 

So 
0 

1 
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s 

0 
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• 

2 

(3 
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P 
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g 
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o 

• 

o 

og 

'O 

i 

0 

1 

S 

0) 

0. 
0  • 

1 

CO 

"3 
& 

0^ 

8* 
8 

& 

ffl 

Cll4 

H 

Ok 

OQ 

(I4 

1^ 

16 

OQ 

n 

PQ 

. 

60 

. 

10 

^ 

» 

- 

,170 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

1 

300 

• 

15 

- 

86 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

. 

62 

- 

1 

— 

. 

52 

M 

.m 

200 

40 

- 

160 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

500 

^    r 

S90 

1 

54 

80 

•^ 

60 

1,500 

■ 

5 

3 

• 

/ 

100 

9 

i 

26 

15 

% 

, 

1,500 

^  J 

8 

mm 

'  10 

lid 

^ 

^ 

15 

- 

- 

320 

24 

- 

- 

150 

3,000 

1,448 

11 

'74 

'13 

18!^ 

1 

132 

291 

15 

700 

180 

§  In  ballast,  from  Alexandria  in  Egypt. 

H  From  Zante,  with  a  few  tons  of  titminis,  destined  for  die  tfnited  Bt&tes.  . 

Y  In  ballast,  from  Trieste. 

**  A  general  cargo,  second  ditte  frbtn  Coitttiihtiii6pl^,  as  AliibFe. 


DAVID  OFFLEY,  ViinJUd  SUUes  Cmtui. 
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Vesseb'  names. 


Cherub* 

Emerald* 

Danabe 

Samos 

Chemb 

Emerald 

Tenedos 

Hopct 

Delost 

Teaedost 

Smyrna  f 

H( 


108 

Chemb  IT 

Edgar 

Nile 

William  and  Henry 

John  Laird 

Snltana 

Hope 

Smyrna 

Chemb 

Exact 

Sundry 


ExpartcUioHS  by  American  vessels  from 


a 


& 


136 


60 


27 

36 

10 

7 

"30 
20 
60 
15 
20 
♦♦1,320 


1,741 


8 

o 


P3 


fc4 


I 

53 


S 


o 


170 


11 


170 


11 


1 

■s 


a 
a 


1,500 


o 
73 

m 


315 
205 

150 


220 


50 


80      . 


1,580 


940 


♦  Carried  a  general  cargo  of  merchandise  hence  to  Constantinople. 

t  Carried  a  general  cargo,  as  above,  to  Constantinople. 

t  Went  to  load  olive  oil  for  the  United  States  at  Mettelin. 

S  Carried  a  general  cargo  of  merchandise  hence  to  Alexandria,  in  Egypt. 


«0 

O 

T 

u 

s 


3,000 


4,000 


5,000 


18,000 


Smyrna,  December  31,  1829. 
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January  1  to  December  31,  1829. 


, 

t      • 

• 

09 

.9 

• 

S 

JM 

a? 

a 

1 

o 

1 

o 

i 

I* 

o 

2 

1 

o 
o 

2' 

o 

•s 

1 

'ons  olive  oil. 

o 

• 

CO 

OS 

d 
■5 

03 

£ 

2 

a 

i 

O 

O 

o 

y. 

o 

CO 

1 

1 
s 

1 

O 

o 

Q 

o 

M 

w 

Q 

s 

n 

o 

(l4 

3,200 

- 

— 

— 

2,000 

To 

3,070 

^ 

1,390 

, 

^ 

3,600 

250 

— 

- 

- 

15,600 

20 

500 

. 

.. 

^ 

^ 

.. 

50 

— 

. 

— 

^ 

. 

4,000 

- 

- 

— 

1,050 

100 

2,000 

- 

600 

- 

- 

- 

- 

250 

> 

~. 

- 

^ 

— 

262 

^ 

_ 

_ 

. 

^, 

4 

50 

7,395 

200 

100 

450 

■    „ 

13,150 



550 

600 

. 

. 

6,500 

64 

780 

7,910 

^^ 

4 

^^ 

43 

m 

190. 

11,350 

_ 

400 

100 

„ 

^ 

9,000 

1,412 

,„ 

6,550 

3,000 

^^ 

^^ 

-^ 

6 

197 

. 

7,600 

4,600 

^ 

_ 

,^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

10 

866 

8,000 

"* 

^ 

125 

•• 

24 

26 

2,739 

900 

76,455 

26,150 

4 

380 

13,582 

1,325 

3,139 

24 

126 

3,600 

314 

^  Carried  a  second  cargo  hence  to  Constantinople. 

^  Carried  a  general  cargo  to  Constantinople. 

•«  Shipped  by  American  houses  here  to  England  for  the  China  market,  for  American  accoont. 


DAVID  OFFLEY,  IMUed  SUOes  Omtul 
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[extract.] 

Smyrna,  October  1, 1830. 

Sir  :  The  Sublime  Porte,  from  motives  of  friendly  consideration,  have 
^  permitted  American  vessels  to  pass  into  the  Black  sea.  They  have  also 
manifested  a*  willingness  to  arrange  the  duties  on  American  commerce  io 
conformity  with  the  treaty  lately  negotiated  at  Const€mtinople.  As  by  ooe 
of  the  conditions  of  that  treaty,  its  provisions  were  not  to  take  effect  until 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  I  have  thought  it  most  advisable  at 
this  time  not  to  interfere  therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY. 
To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren, 

S^cretart/  of  JState,  Washington. 


[extract.] 

United  States  Consitlatb, 

Smyrna,  January  18,  1831. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  sitatement  of  the  arrivals  and 
departures  of  American  vessels  at  this  port  the  past  year,  as  well  as  of  their 
cargoes,  inward  and  outward. 

with  great  consideration  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoar 
most  ob^ient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY, 
United  States  Consul, 
To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washinffton. 


ARRIVALS  AND  DEPARTURES 


OP 


AMERICAN  VESSELS 


FROM  JANUARY  1  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1830. 
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Arrivcds  and  departures  of  American  vessels 


'\ 


Description  and 
vessels' names. 


a 

P. 
O 


Brig  Dove 
Ship  Circassian 

Bark  Garland 

Brig  Wm.  and  Henry 
Brig  Flora 


Ship  Don  Gtuixote    - 
Brig  Banyan 
Brig  Henry 

Brig  Cherub 
Brig  Kingston 

Brig  Smyrna 
Brig  Tenedos 
Brig  Phebe  Ann 

Brig  Colon 
Brig  Caro.  Augusta 
Schooner  Fanfan  .  - 
Sch'r  Lady  Return  - 

Brig  Leander 
Brig  Paoung 
Brig  Melville 

Brig  Smyrna 
Brig  Mermaid 

Brig  Index 

Brig  Susan 

Brig  Banian 
Brig  Potomac 
Brig  Index 

Brig  Mermaid 

Brig  Kingston 


Brig  Mellville 

Brig  Cherub 

Brig  Baniel  Webster 


S 
o 

bo 
•S 

a 

o 
O 


K.  Riplev     - 
E.  Kingsbury 

A.  Hilton     - 

W.  Hinckley 
W.  Cole      - 


C.  Inglee 
N.  P.  Smith  - 
S.  J.  Masters 

H.  K.  Laring 
G.  Brewster  - 

S.  F.  Sprague 

S.  Allen 

A.  Bessee     - 

W.  Crocker - 
M.  Duggan  - 
J.  Stevenson 
J.  Richards  - 

J.  Silver  - 
H.  G.  Gray  - 
T.  Baker     - 

S.  J.  Sprague 
J.  Williams  - 

J.  Hooper    - 

J.  Thing      - 

N.  P.Bmith- 
C.W.Knapp 
J.  Hooper     - 

J.  Williams - 

G.  Brewster  - 


T.  Baker     - 

H.H.Greene 
F.  W.  Welch 


Boston 
New  York 

Boston 

Boston 
New  York 


New  York 
Boston 
New  York 

Boston 
Boston 

Boston 
Boston 
Boston 

Boston 
Boston 
Havana    - 
New  York 

Salem 
Boston 
Baltimore  - 

Trieste 
Boston 

New  York 

Malta 

• 

Boston 
Trieste     - 
Adramitti- 

Adramitti- 

Boston 


Adramitti- 

Boston 
Boston 


a; 

bo 

CO 

o 

a 

a 

bo 

o 

a 

t« 

bo 

§ 

bo 

V 

^ 

PQ 

^ 

Boston 
New  York 

Boston 

Boston 
Boston 


New  York 
Boston 
New  Haven 

Boston 
Kingston  • 

Duxbury  - 
Boston 
New  York 


145 

298 

233 

la's 

151 


260 
216 
185 

173 
115 

162 
245 
244 


o 
Q 


Boston    .  - 
Boston 
Baltimore-  1 
New  York 

208 
222 
135 

m 

Salem 
Marblehead 
Baltimore  - 

223 
175 
261 

Duxbury  - 
Boston 

162 
.189 

Duxbury  - 

231 

Boston 

159 

Boston 
New  York 
Duxbury  - 

216 
196 
231 

Boston      - 

189 

Kingston  - 

115 

Baltimore - 

261 

Boston 
Plymouth  - 

173 
125 

Feb.    4 
Feb.    4 

Feb.  26 

Mar.  15 
Mar.  16 


Mar.  26 
Mar.  26 
Ap.     8 

Ap.  12 
May    6 

May  31 
Aug.  4 
Aug.   5 

Aug.  8 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  25 
Sept.   5 

Sept.  10 
Sept.  12 
Sept.  15 

Sept.  24 
Sept.  30 

Oct.     1 

Oct.  15 

Oct.  15 
Oct.  31 
Nov.   3 

Nov.   7 

Nov.  29 


Dec.    3 

Dec.  10 
Dec.  10 


V 


a 

s 


7 
12 

U 

9 
9 


14 

10 

9 

12 

7 


10 
11 
10 


14 

10 

7 


o 

%i 

a 

9 


131 

96 

64 

144 

8 


274 
10 

•30 
33 


9 

18 

13 

48 

10 

215 

13 

30 

10 

M 

11 

32 

6 

166 

13 

40 

6 

4 

14 

108 

9 

18 

9 

148 

10 

319 

9 

44 

10 
145 
319 

148 

33 


106 

70 
12 
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fT(mi  \st  January  to  ZXsi  December^  1830. 


o 
O 


Juoe  28, 1825 
April  15, 1829 

Mar.  27,  1820 

Jane  22,  1829 
Jan.  13,  18ao 


Oct.  19,  1829 
Jan.  19,  1830 
Dec.  10,  1829 

AprU  10, 1828 
Mar.  11, 1830 

Oct.  27,  1825 
Mar.  5,  1827 
July  3,  1827 

Feb.  7,  1823 
May  28,  1830 
Mar.  14, 1829 
June  19, 1830 

Aug.  27, 1821 
jQly  17,  1829 
Oct  16, 1827 

Oct.  27,  1825 
Aag.  6,  1830 

Ang.  5, 1830 

Mar.  19, 1830 

Jan.  19,1830 
Jane  4,  1830 
Aug.  5, 1830 

Aug.  6, 1830 

Mai.  11, 1830 

OcL  16, 1827 

Apnl 10, 1828 
Oct    2,1828 


«  ST 


Is 


1,722 
52 

857 

2,093 
4 


18 

2,135 

131 

1,996 
2,134 

1,772- 
1,902 
48 

1,502 

2,158 

5 

&j 

153 
2,052 

28 

1,772 
2,173 

84 

2,170 

2,135 
72 

84 

2,173 
2,134 

28 

1,996 
1,948 


si 


o 

w  a 

OS 

Q 


July    5,  1825 
AprU  16, 1829 

April  24, 1816 

June  24, 1829 
Jan.  14,  1830 


Feb.  10, 1830 
Jan.  19,  1830 
Dec.  24,  1829 

AprU  11, 1828 
Mar.  11,1830 

Dee.  2,  1825 
Mar.  5,  1827 
Mar.  23, 1826 

Feb.  7,1823 
June  1, 1830 
Mar.  14, 1829 
June  19, 1830 

Aug.  28, 1821 
Jan.  2,  1829 
Oct.  16, 1827 

Dec.  2,1825 
Aug.  6,1830 

Aug.  5, 1830 

July  22,  1830 

Jan.  19, 1830 
June  5,1830 
Aug.  5,  1830 

Aug.  6, 1830 

Mar.  11, 1830 

Oct.  16,  1827 

AprU  11, 1828 
Sept  6,  1827 


Destination  and  date 
of  departure. 


Boston,  March,  22 

Sold  Feb.  22  to  a  foreigner 

Malta,  March  25 

Boston,  April  2^1 
New  York,  April  5 


Samos  and  N.  York,  Ap.  5 
Malta.  April  14 
New  York,  May  11 

Boston,  June  23 
Boston,  June  18 

Constantinople,  June  21 
Boston,  August  25 
New  York,  September  20 

Gibraltar  September  25 
Boston,  September  23  - 
Baltimore,  September  17 
New  York,  September  17 

Salem,  November  13     - 
Boston,  October  18 
Adfftmitti,  October  26   - 

Boston,  October  2 
Adramitti,  October  11  - 

Adramitti,  October  6     - 

Boston,  October  26    <? ' >  - 

Malta  and  Boston,  Noy.^ 
In  port    -  -  - 

New  York,  November  6 

Boston,  November  9 

In  port    -  -  - 

In  port    -  -  - 

In  port    -  -  - 

ConstantiBople,  Dec.  IS 


Owners'  came  or  names. 


WUliam  Worthington. 

Gardner  G.  Rowland  and 
Samuel  S.  Howland. 

C.  C.  Parsons,  T.  Parsons, 
and  C.  Parsons. 

E.  E.  Bradshaw. 

J.  Clarck,  W.  B.  Reynolds, 
£.  Reynolds,  and  A.  C. 
Barckley. 

J.  Sturgis  andG.  C.  Perkins. 

W.  Fay  and  N.  P.  Smith. 

H.  N.  Clark,  J.  W.  Clark, 
and  A.  L.  Kidson. 

J.  J.  Putnam  and  N.  Pratt 

Samuel  S.  Howland  and 
Gardner  G.  Howland. 

Ezra  Weston. 

J.  J.  Putnam  and  W.  Pratt. 

Abel  Adams.  John  Severs, 
and  N.  Whitton. 

Israel  Thomdike. 

George  D.  Carter. 

Thomas  Tenant 

John  A.  Robinson,  John 
Si  evens,  and  P.  Palmer. 

Joseph  Peabody. 

WUliam  Reed. 

J.  Wilson,  T.Wikon,D.S. 
WUson,  and  T.  Baker. 

Ezra  Weston. 

E.  E.  Bradshaw,  A.  Mac- 
tier,  and  Peter  Edes. 

J.  Hooper,  jr.,  C.  Drew, 
and  S.  Drew. 

J.  Thing,  N.  Francis,  and 

*  J.  Balcb,  jr. 

W.  Fay  and  N.  P.  Smith. 

Edwin  Post. 

J.  Hooper,  jr.,  C.  Drew, 
and  S.  Drew. 

E.  E.  Bradshaw,  A.  Mac- 
tier,  and  P.  Edes. 

A.  Adams.  J.  Sever,  B.  Del- 
ano, S.  W.  Sever,  and  M. 
Whitton. 

J.  Wilson,  T.  Wilson,  D.  S. 
Wilson,  and  T.  Baker. 

J.  J.  Putnam  and  N.  Pratt. 

T.  Hedge,  I.  L.  Fledge, 
and  J.  Covington. 


DAVID  OFFLEY, 
Con.  Com.  Agent  of  ike  tlmUd»  SCoUi. 
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Importations  by  American  vessels  from 


*  In  ballast.    Landed  her  cargo,  all  but  five  bales  domestic  goods,  at  Trieste, 
Smyrna,  December  31, 1830. 


^        1 

Vessels'  names. 

• 

o 
o 

ds  and  barre 
coffee. 

1 

.a 

• 

Si 

o 

o 

'      S 

s 

*^ 
o 

»-  ■ 

05  tM 

«»4 

<M 

V3 

rt 

O 

0)  o 

1 

o 

o 

O 

1 

o 

1 

PQ 

tzj 

O 

O 

P4 

P4 

ffi 

Dove      -           .           - 

150 

20 

170 

15 

Gircassion 

iTsoo 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

1,800 

116 

Garland 

1,-200 

^^ 

^^ 

^ 

^ 

_ 

50 

William  and  Henry 

1,150 

„ 

^ 

^^ 

70 

^ 

54 

Flora      - 

1,000 

aa 

^ 

100 

12 

74 

Don  Ctoizote 

800 

^ 

^ 

40 

,^ 

^ 

220 

Banyan  -           -           - 

350 

a. 

^ 

65 

^, 

^ 

140 

Henry    - 

300 

«, 

« 

« 

», 

. 

8 

Cherub  - 

190 

^^ 

15 

151 

^ 

^ 

40 

Kingston! 

600 

^ 

^ 

^, 

25 

150 

50 

Smyrna  -          -          - 

1,000 

^ 

^ 

35 

.      90 

^, 

170i« 

Tenedos- 

1,200 

^^ 

54 

,_, 

50 

j^ 

Phebc  Ann* 

Colon     -          -          - 

2,200 

^ 

'     6 

Caroline  Augusta 

2,000 

^ 

. 

21 

a. 

^ 

7^ 

Fanfan  -          -           - 

1,500 

Lady's  Return   - 

720 

• 

Leander 

1,200 

^ 

50 

456 

70 

700 

^ 

Padang  -           -           - 
Melville  -           -           - 

1,500 

„ 

42 

„ 

,„ 

^ 

2,250 

^ 

60 

», 

«. 

800 

«, 

Smymat 

Mermaid 

2,000 

» 

16 

^ 

.„ 

^ 

.^ 

Index      -           - 

1,300 

M 

.. 

100 

^ 

^ 

^ 

Susan     -           - 

1,050 

mm 

_ 

. 

,1, 

^ 

_ 

Banyan  -          -           - 

1,150 

12 

~ 

. 

. 

«. 

... 

Potomact 

Kingston 

800 

^ 

. 

.. 

a_ 

^ 

3S 

Cherub  -           .           - 

1,700 

^ 

. 

150 

.„     ' 

^, 

# 

Daniel  Webster 

120 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

28,080 

162 

263 

1,288 

332 

3,450 

1,078 

k 
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B 
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'3 
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O 

o 

CO 

2: 

1 

a 
o 

o 

O 
P4 

PQ 

"3 

pa 

PQ 

H 
O 

PQ 

2 

PQ 

PQ 

3 

133 

30 

- 

^^ 

- 

- 

400 

- 

100 

- 

400 

100 

- 

- 

""' 

- 

^ 

80 

80 

- 

1,000 

- 

- 

- 

50 

^ 

10 

^ 

^ 

200 

480 

. 

. 

„ 

3 

_ 

60 

. 

4 

^, 

20 

^ 

20 

. 

_ 

_ 

^ 

40 





170 



^ 

50 

^ 

_ 

^ 

^ 

230 

70 

^ 

100 

50 

«, 

. 

^ 

^^ 

200 

85 

.- 



^ 

,. 

„, 

„ 

50 

- 

15 

- 

- 

400 

100 

* 

10 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

7 

^, 

15 

^ 

_ 

, 

12 

*" 

^ 

45 

— 

800 

•  • 

98 
20 

- 

20 

- 

"* 

^ 

80 
60 
18 

*" 

•" 

^ 

^ 

** 

^ 

70 

. 

20 

36 

3 

^ 

_ 

_ 

34 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

70 

- 

- 

- 

83 

5 

100 

• 

52 

3 

2,260 

'  965 

246 

4 

2,150 

253 

• 

;      50 

70* 

170 

t  In  ballast  from  Trieste. 


t  In  ballast  from  Trieste. 

DAVID  OFPLEY, 
C(nh.  Com,  Agent  of  the  UniUd  SlaUs, 
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United  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna^  January  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  statement  of  the  arrivals  and 
departures  of  American  ves/sels  at  this  port  the  past  year,  as  also  of  their 
cargoes,  inwards  and  outwards,  for  the  same  period. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  obraient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY. 
To  the  Hon.  Edward  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  iSiate,   Washington. 
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List  of  American  vessels  arriving  at,  and  sailing  from,  this  port. 


Description  and  name 
•  \  vessel 


Brig  Palestine 

Biig  Daniel  Webster  - 

Brig  Tenedos 

Brig  Tenedos 

Brig  Elizabeth 

Ship  Clifford  Wajne  - 

Brig  General  Warren  - 

Brig  Mermaid 

Brig  Fortune 

Schooner  Edgar 

Brig  Banian 

Brig  Kingston 

Brig  Padang 

Brig  General  Warren 

Brig  Elizabeth 

Brig  Fortune 

Ship  Clifford  Wayne  - 

Brig  Elizabeth 

Brig  Banian 

Brig  Mermaid 

Brig  Kingston 

Ship  Clifford  Wayne  - 

Brig  Hebe 

Brig  Ursula 

Brig  Cherub 

Brig  Pavilion 

Ship  Messenger 

Brig  Virginia 

Brig  Cazenove 

Brig  Angelina 

Brig  Curlew 

Brig  Henry 

Brig  Aurora 

Brig  Tenedos 

Brig  Tenedos  - 

Brig  Harp 

Ship  Messenger 


CaptBi^V  namci 


H.  K.  Loring 

F.  W.  Welch 
Samuel  Allen 
Samuel  Allen 
W.K.  Merry 

G.  W.  Lewis 
Joseph  Gorham 
W.  D.  Phelps 
John  Williams 
M.  Wilson 

N.  P.  Smith 
George  Brewster 
H.  G.  Gray 
J.  Gorham 
Richard  Coombs 
John  Williams 
Q.  W.  Lewis 
Richard  Coombs 
N.  P.  Smith 
W.  D.  Phejps 
Georffe  Brewster 
G^  W.  Lewis 
Osborne  Howes 
George  Powell 
H.  H.  Green 
S.  Devalcourt 
James  Buffington 
S.  H.  Davis 
S.  Corey 
Francis  Johnson 
Cornelius  Ellis 
L.  Russell 
G.  M.  Weld 
Samuel  Allen 
Samuel  Allen 
M.  Wilson . 
J.  Buffington 


Ports  touched 
at. 


Boston 
Maka 


Sira 

Malta  dtTinos 


In  distress    -. 


Enos 
Malta 


Malta       .  - 

Gibralt.&Malta 

Malta 
Malta 

Trieste 


Coming  from. 


Constantinople 

Constantinople 

Boston 

Constantinople 

New  York    - 

Porto  Rico    - 

Constantinople 

Boston 

Boston     *   .  • 

Trieste 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Samps 

Boston 

Constantinople 

Constantinople 

Vourla 

Constantinople 

Bengasi 

Siagik 

Adramitta    - 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Constantinople 

Havana 

Boston 

Constantinople 

Boston 

Boston 

New  York    - 

Boston 

Boston    • 

Chesmi    •     - 

Trieste 

Constantinople 


Port  belonging 

10. 


Boston 
Plymouth 
Boston 
Boston 
New  York 
Boston 
.  Fairhaven 
Boston 
Boston 
New  York 
Boston 
Kinrston 
Marblehead 
Fair  fitaven 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Kingston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
New  York 
Boston 
•Gloucester 
Boston 
Kingston 
Boston 
New  York 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
New  York 
Boston 
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I  ■        •        .  *  I      , 

the  3Uiof  December,  1830, 7o  the  3lsi  of  December,  1831. 


ure. 


J  7i 


I  88 


DJaite  of  ar- 
rival. 


Captain's 
appe'rance 
at  the  office 


Jan.  10 

Jan.  19 

Mar.  14 

April  21 
April  29 

•May  2 

May  13 

May  16 

May  19 

May  25 

May  30 

May  31 

May  31 

June  14 

June  16 

June  20 

June  30 

July  12 

July  19 

July  19 

July  24 

Aug.  1 

Aug.  5 

Sept.  14 

Sept.  16 

Sept.  19 

Oct.  5 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


5 
6 

7 


Oct.  27 

Nov.  7 

Nov.  7 

Nov.  .28 

Dec.  10 

Dec.  16 


Nam 

Num- 

berof 

ber  of 

crew. 

reg'r. 

14 

158 

7 

12 

13 

48 

13 

48 

12 

61 

13 

249 

10 

7 

9 

148 

11 

70 

9 

304 

13 

10 

7 

33 

8 

4 

10 

7 

7 

151 

11 

70 

13 

249 

7 

151 

13 

10 

9 

148- 

7 

33 

13 

249 

8 

56 

9 

191 

10 

70 

7 

104 

15 

143 

7 

15 

8 

268 

8 

^, 

9 

118 

8 

366 

9 

131 

14 

48 

14 

48 

9 

228 

15 

143 

Date  of  regis- 
ter. 


Aug.  4,1828 
Oct.  2,.  1828 
March  5, 1827 
March  5, 1827 
Feb.  28,1831 
Dec.  3,  1830 
Mar.  27, 1828 
Aug. '  6,  1830 
Mar.  27,  1828 
Oct.  1,  1827 
Jan.  19,  1830 
MfLT.  II,  1830 
July  17,  1829 
Mar.  27,  1828 
Aug.  10, 1830 
Mar.  27,  1831 
Dec.  3, 1830 
Aug.  10,  1830 
Jan.  19,1830 
Aug.  6,1830 
Mar.  II,  1830 
Dec.  3, 1830 
Mar.  15, 1831 
July  9,1831 
April  10, 1828 
April  8,  1831 
May  23, 1831 
June  28,  1831 
Nov.  5,1829 
July  8,  1831 
June  2,  1825 
Nov.  23, 1830 
June  1, 1831 
Mar.  5,1827 
Mar.  5,  1827 
Aug.  14,  1831 
May  23,  1831 


No.  of 
Med.  pass- 
port. 


2,028 

1,948 

1,902 

1,902 

12 

52 

1^2 

173 

2,200 

19 

2,135 

2,134 

2,052 

122 

2,174 

2,200 

52 

2,174 

2,135 

173 

2,134 

52 

2,222 

2,241 

1,996 

26 

2,221 

15 
2,244 
1,712 

116 
2,248 
1,902 
1,902 

90 
2,221 


Date  of  Medi- 
terranean 
passport. 


Au^. 


Sept. 
March  5 
March  5 
Feb.  28 
April    2 


24 
6 


Oct. 
Aug. 
Mar.  26 
Jan.  21 
Dec.  19 
Mar.  11 
Jan.  2 
Oct.  24 
Aug.  11 
Mar.  26 
April  2 
Aug.  11 
Jan. 
Aug. 
Mar.  11 
April  2 
June 
July 
April  11 
April  8 
May  26 

May  22 
July  27; 
June  2 
Nov.  24 
Aug.  4 
March  5 
March  5 
Aug.  14 
May  26 


1^, 

6 


2 
19 


1828 
1827 
1827 
1827 
1831 
1825 
1828 
1830 
1831 
1828 
1830 
1830 
1829 
1828 
1830 
1831 
1825 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1830 
1825 
1831 
1831 
1828 
1831 
1831 

1828 
1831 
,1825 
•1830 
1831 
1827 
1827 
1831 
1831 


♦ 
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LIST  OF  AMER] 


Description   and  name    of 
vessel. 


Brig  Palestine 
Brig  Daniel  Webster 
Brig  Tenedos 
Brig  Tenedos 
Brig  Elizabeth 
Ship  Clifford  Wayne 
Brig  General  Warren 
Brig  Mermaid 
Brig  Fortune 
Schooner  Edgar 
Brig  Banian 
Brig  Kingston 
Brig  Padang 
Brig  General  Warren 
Brig  Elizabeth 
Brig  Fortune 
Ship  Clifford  Wayne 
Brig  Elizabeth 

Brig  Banian 
Brig  Mermaid 
Brig  Kinsfston 
Ship  Clifford  Wayne 
Brig  Hebe 
Brig  Ursula 
Brig  Cherub 
Brig  Pavilion 
Ship  Messenger 
Brig  Virginia 
Brig  Cazenove 
Brig  Angelina 
Brig  Curlew 
Brig  Henry 
Brig  Aurora 
Brig  Tenedos 
Brig  Tenedos 
Brig  Harp 
Ship  Messenger 


Captain's  name. 


H.  K.  Loring 

F.  W.  Welch 
Samuel  Allen 
Samuel  Allen 
W.  K.  Meri'y 

G.  W.  Lewis 
Joseph  Gorham 
W.  D.  Phelps 
John  Williams 
M.  Wilson 

N.  P.  Smith 
Greorge  Brewster 
If.  G.  Gray 
J.  Gorham 
Richard  Coombs 
John  Williams 
G.  W.  Lewis 
Richard  Coembs 

N.  P.  Smith 
W.  D.  Phelps 
(Jeorge  Brewster 
G.  W.  Lewis 
Osborne  Howes 
GJeorge  Powell 
H.  EL  Green 
S.  Devalcourt 
James  Buffington 
S.  H.  Davis 
S.  Corey 
Francis  Johnson 
Cornelius  Ellis 
L.  Russell 
G.  M.  Weld 
Samuel  Allen 
Samuel  Allen 
M.  Wilson 
J.  Buffington 


Date  of  departure 
from  the  port  the 
vessel  comes. 


December  30, 1830 
January  13, 1831 
March  3,  1831 
April  16,  1831 
March  1, 1831 
March  6,  1831 
May  10,  1831 
March  23,  1831 
April  1,  1831 

May  11,  1831 

March  17,  1831 
April  18,  1831 
April  5,  1831 
June  13,  1831 
April  19,  1831 
June  15,  1831 
June  23,  1831 
From  Vourla    in 

distress 
July  14,  1831 

July  6,  1831 

July  21,  1831 
July  30,  1831 

June  4,  1831 

July  20,  1831 
July  23,  1831 
Septembers,  1831 
July  7,  1831 

July  5,  1831 

Seplemb'r  30,  1831 
Septemb'r  24,  1831 
July  28,  1831 

August  7,  1831 
August  7,  1831 
August  10,  1831 
Novemb'r2d,  1831 
Novemb'r24, 1831 
December  5,  1831 


Destinat 


Boston 

Boston 

Constantii 

Boston 

Samos  6l  ^ 

Constantii 

Samos 

Bengasi 

Constantin 

Samos  &.N 

Constantin 

Siagik 

Boston 

New  York 

Boston 

Boston 

Adramitti 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

New  York 

ConstantiDC 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

New  Vork 

Boston 

Chesme 

Samos 
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JSELS— Continued. 


5  of  clearing 
out. 


I       2,  1831 

:h     10,1831 

:h    28,1831 

25,1831 

21, 1831 

12, 1831 

31,1831 

9,  1831 

25,1831 

25, 1831 

31, 1831 

1,1831 

ust   26,1831 

9,1831 

9,1831 

22,  1831 

7,  1831 

16,  1831 
osi  12,  1831 
ast  1,  1831 
ust  15,  1831 
fm.  2,  1831 
em.  7,  1831 
em.  23,  1831 
»ber  3,  1831 
em.  20,  1831 
)ber  6,  1831 
ober  11,  1831 
ober  14,  1831 
ober  14,  1831 
ober  2L  1831 
vem.  121 1831 
vera.  26,  1831 
•vem.  19, 1831 


Owners'  names. 


em.  17, 1831 


Nathan  Pratt  and  John  J.  Patnam. 

Thomas  Hedge,  Isaac  L.  Hedge,  and  Jacob  Covington. 

John  J.  Putnam  and  Nathan  Pratt. 

'  Do.  Do. 

Blaise  Issaverdens  and  W.  K.  Merry. 
Abijah  Fiske. 
Isaac  Vincent. 

E.  E.  Bradshaw,  Alexander  Mactier,  and  P.  Edes. 
John  Williams,  W.  W.  Andrews,  and  Blaise  Issaverdens. 
Samuel  S.  Howland  and  Gardiner  G.  Rowland. 
Windsor  Fay  and  N.  P.  Smith. 

A.  Adams,  J.  Sever,  B.  Delano,  J.  N.  Sever,  and  Melyer  Whiiton. 
William  Reed. 

Isaac  Vincent. 

Benjamin  Fiske  and  William  S.  Bridge. 

Jc  hn  Williams,  W.  W.  Andrews,  and  Blaise  Issaverdens. 

Abijah  Fiske. 

B.  Fiske'and  William  S.  Bridge. 
Windsor  Fay  and  N.  P,  Smith. 

E.  E.  Bradshaw,  Alexander  Mactier,^  and  P.  Edes. 

A.  Adams,  &.C.,  as  above. 

Abijah  Fiske. 

Osborn  Howes  and  Elii.  Howes. 

James  A.  Dickson. 

John  J.  Patnam  and  Nathan  Pratt 

William  W.  Todd. 

Timothy  Williams  and  John  Forrester. 

W.  Babson,  jn,  Obed.  Woodberry,  and  S.  H.  Davis. 

C.  J.  Cazenove,  L.  A.  Cazenove,  and  A.  C.  Cazenove,  W.  C.  Gardner. 
Francis  Johnson  and  Benjamin  Delano. 

Robert  G.  Shaw. 

John  Stevens,  Peter  Palmer,  and  Richard  Girdler. 

William  F.  Weld. 

John  J.  Putnam  and  Nathan  Pratt. 

Do.  Do. 

Samuel  S.  Howland  and  Gardiner  G.  Howland. 
Timothy  Williams  and  John  Forrester.* 


pMA,  January  2,  1832. 
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List  of  American  vessels,  with  their  inward  cargoes,  arriving  at 


Vessels' names. 

• 

o 
o 

o 

& 

eo 

i 

c 

o 

a; 
3 

1 

o 

tn 

1 

• 

a 

OS 

o 

o 

w 

o 

• 
hogsheads  of  rum. 

ons  of  dye-wood. 

• 

15 
a> 
a 

o 

o 
-/; 

ex 

a 

a. 
p. 
a> 

o 

1 

• 

(A 
o 

V 

B 
o 

M 

eS 

• 

o 

o 

p 
a 

CS 

S 

"o 

6 

0 

B 
o 

• 

o 

O 

ales  of  nankeens, 
oxes  of  sperm  candles. 

arrels  of  flour. 

.-. 

tf 

O 

o 

P4 

34 

H 
36 

Pk 

PQ 

pa 
227 

^ 

PQ 

n 

PQC 

Q   m 

Palestine  a 

3,000 

477 

Daniel  Webster*. 

Tenedos 

547 

• 

227 

^ 

116 

35 

^ 

^^ 

no 

Tenedos  b           - 

\ 

Elizabeth 

1,332 

_ 

122 

«M 

126 

45 

. 

mm 

„ 

_ 

100 

^ 

. 

_   • 

Cliflbrd  Waynes 

800 

General  Warren  b 

• 

Mermaid 

•      I 

400 

525 

^ 

^ 

„ 

^ 

^ 

„ 

30 

^ 

_ 

.    . 

Fortune 

"84 

_ 

75 

1,897 

1 

^^ 

13 

50 

^^ 

«, 

^ 

^ 

_ 

.  30O 

Edgar rf 

Bancian, 

140 

14 

_ 

«. 

19 

( 

» 

Kingston  e 

Padang 

200 

24 

191 

„ 

46 

_ 

,„ 

„_ 

_ 

«» 

397 

441 

2    - 

General  Warren/ 

Elizabeth 

1,103 

_ 

95 

,^ 

2 

8 

^ 

220 

Fortune  b 

# 

• 

Clifford  Wayne  b 

Elizabeth  g 

Bancian  b 

Mermaid  k 

•Kinj^ston             - 
Cliflord  Wayne  i 

700 

^^ 

_ 

^ 

33 

25 

. 

^ 

^ 

32 

^ 

_ 

„    • 

Hebe 

375 

23 

209 

^ 

_ 

25 

«» 

^ 

_ 

50 

300 

. 

.    . 

Ursula 

544 

_ 

^ 

^ 

43 

14 

.^ 

50 

^ 

^ 

100 

Cherub 

_ 

_ 

«BW 

^^ 

40 

^^ 

.^ 

^ 

142 

Pavilion  i 

Messenger  a 

909 

., 

1,000 

_ 

_ 

^ 

6 

a. 

^ 

^ 

^ 

„ 

_ 

^        ^    • 

Virginia 

,„ 

13 

^ 

„ 

131 

q'ty 

. 

_ 

^ 

1_ 

. 

^ 

. 

^      a 

Cazenove  j 

„ 

.. 

900 

^ 

_ 

q'ly 

Angeline 

89 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

12 

— 

250 

Curlew 

878 

4 

•  IGl 

,^^ 

^ 

18 

^A 

Henry 

463 

^ 

21 

1,040 

98 

20 

_ 

s_ 

«» 

50 

s. 

. 

.  . 

Aurora 

30 

^^ 

44 

^ 

64 

^ 

» 

^ 

«BW 

20 

^^ 

^ 

_.  . 

.  50  - 

Tenedos 

,^ 

^ 

^^ 

^ 

132 

«BW 

„ 

„ 

63 

^ 

. 

^ 

■■ 

.  77 

Tenedos  k 

• 

Rarp<^ 

• 

]  Messenger  d 

78 

839 

284 

19 

570 

542 

70 

312 

697 

44  IS 



STt 

11,194 

3,445 

3,939 

a  Landed  mostly  at  Constantinople. 

b  Constantinople. 

e  Remainder  cargo  landed  at  Constantinople. 

d  Trieste. 


Smyrni,  January  2,  1832. 
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from  the  Z\st  of  December^  1830,  to  the  2\st  of  December,  1831. 


o 

s 

• 

o 

O 

'B 
pa 

• 

•o 

P 
O, 

CO 

3 
O 

1. 
02 
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s 

s 
o 

09 

OQ 

• 

85 
40 

1 

• 

es 
O 

10 

• 

V: 

> 

o 

o 

1 

• 

■o 

c 

b. 
Xi 

Cm 

o 
(/. 

•c 
cs 

I 

s 

4 

0) 

o 

o 

H 

O 

• 

;j 

CL, 

tM 

o 

ed 

CQ 

• 

c 
100 

100 

■ 

5 

<M 
o 

% 

es 
OQ 

60 

* 

60 

• 
• 

a 

CO 

> 

(m 

o 
ed 

6 

• 

<§ 

'a 
o 
o 

o 
30 

•c 

o 

03 

o 

i 

i 

• 

O 

89 
1; 
K 

CS 

o 

6 
6 

• 

i 

u 

•s. 

o 

g 
CQ 

60 
60 

« 

o 
C 

a 

0 

iS 

2i 

eS 

150 

• 

• 

150 

i 

0 
eS 

o 

a 

tM 

o 

CO 

a> 

o 

u 

tM 

o 

0 

• 

• 

V-i 

o 

CO 
4) 

g 

CQ 

O 
es 

•§ 

o 

1 

.a 

2 

.   34 
1     . 

16  le 

134 

134 

4 
4 

3,000 

6-2 
62 

100 
100 

67 

24 

• 

24 

6 
14 

20 

10 
90 

8 

3,000 

125 

1(^  1 

A 

6 

30 

67 

■  • 

70 

€  Siagik. 
/  Samos. 


I 


In  distress. 
Bengasi. 


i  Adramitti. 

j  Landed  at  Constantinople. 

k  Chesm^. 
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List  of  outward  cargoes  of  American  vessels  sailing  from  tl 


Vesseb'  names. 

5 
1 

•3 
1 

1 

1 

g. 
1 

1 

1 

■3 

1 

i 
1 

"3 

S 
S 

1 

■3 

1 

1 

i 

5 
Q 

:    2 

Palestine 
Daniel  Websier  - 
Tenedos  a 
Tenedos 
Elizabeth  b 
Clifford  Wayne  c 
General  Warren  4 

Fortune  a 
Edgar  * 
Banian  a 
Kingston  i 
Fadang 

General  Warren 
Elizabeth 
Forlnne 

Clifford  Wayne  o 
Elizabeth 
Banian 
Mermaid 

Cliffiird  Wayne  - 

Hebe 

tJrsnla 

Chemb 

PaviUon 

Messengers       - 

Virginia 

CazenoTe 

«r     : 

Henry 

Anrora 
Tenedos/ 

Harp* 
Messenger  g 
Kingston 
MellviUe 
Chend> 

31 
54 

1 

129 
3 

20 
13 

si 

5 
3 

6 

703 
30 

450 

239 
300 
139 
69 

435 

460 
150 

300 

""si 

.    QDO 

167 
139 
143 

300 

3(^ 

m 

7 

11 

3 

9 
3 

6,063 

1,944 

3,96K 
6,310 

33 

2 

4 

3 
5 

1 

1 
5 

315 

395 

188 
284 
201 

738 

500 
300 

1,619 

659 

509 

1,0M) 

50 
680 

419 
1,446 

3,00 
13  58 

S,M 

1,M 

m 

91 

4,154 

610 

33 

16,181 

33 

SO 

3.921 

1.619 

'■'" 

p,w 

a  Conslaniinople. 
iSaiooG. 

Smtkmi,  JStWMry  S,  1833. 
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from  the  'iXsi  December^  1830,  to  the  3lst  December^  1831. 
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•S 
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• 

»4 
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• 

§• 

o 

V        0 

o 

i2 

s 

(0 

1    ^ 

g 

• 

a 
2 

• 

cd 

0> 

1 

0 

(-1 

09 

a 

-4 

O        R 

;»4 

i»-< 

o       o 

%    ^ 

ja 

w, 

V 

S3 

<i^ 

g 

d 

o 

«»4       V< 

,      O 

o 

t)     ^ 

«« 

w 

K 

H 

0 

»,^ 

0 

W4 

o 

o     c 

3        ^ 

1      ed 

CO 

^    -2 

o 

GO 

0 

M 

H 

0 

"s 

& 

0 

■3 

1 

0 

•Ji 

M 
0 
cs 

0 
bO 

Xtl 

o  . 

O    X 

1  n 

-  94 

PQ 

O     o 

33    M 
73     . 

03 

n 

PQ 

PQ 

t«^ 

n 

CQ 

191 

mm 

40     . 

5,698  21 

q'ty 

1                    . 

■V 

-  20 

- 

2,733   - 

-     - 

1,417 

36 

109 

20 

*                   ^ 

93 

* 

• 

i  1,500 

57 

-  21 

1,479 

M                           ^B 

. 

-  26 

. 

13,000   - 

m,                _ 

1,143 

0      - 

_ 

-  25 

41 

2,295   - 

-   185 

^           ^ 

~ 

-     9 

63 

300 

^              ^ 

291 

% 

M                   mm 

- 

-  10 

- 

-    141 
.  235 

270 
332 

- 

» 

- 

- 

5 

3      . 

^ 

_     _ 

^^ 

962  - 

-   120 

-      - 

- 

-     - 

• 

719  " 

-     - 

555; 

1 
1 

^ 

. 

,^ 

„,     ^, 

«BW 

„      _ 

60  210 

_ 

- 

«„ 

M 

M 

18 

3  1,40C 

- 

8  13 

"" 

220  - 

-     6C 

~ 

16 

■2     T0( 

*1  ^          ^ 

)    - 

-  30 

* 

^»                     MM 

_ 

• 

, 

303 

ri   - 

- 

- 

— 

1,400  . 

73  95] 

- 

r  52 

109 

16 

— <r 
36 

303 

20 
20 

18 

191 

■^3,60 

0544 

8248 

41 

28,8062] 

I  3,71*: 

q'ty 

«  Siagik.                                           '£r  In  port. 
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[extract.] 

United  StateJs  Consulate, 

Smyrna,  January  li,  1832. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  on  the  10th  instant  to  address  you  with  the  enclo- 
sures of  the  commercial  returns  of  this  consulate  for  the  past  year.     Under 
the  presumption  that  you  will  be  addressed  relative  to  the  duties  paid  by 
American  citizens  in  this  port,  and  that  it  might  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
know  from  me  what  has  been  the  past  and  is  the  present  ;5>ituation  of  our 
commerce  in  that  respect,  I  beg  to  state  to  you  that  from  the  commence- 
ment of  our  trade  to  the  Levant,  about  the  year  1797,  until  the  year  1811, 
our  trade  was  under  the  protection  of  the  English,  duties  were  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  English  tariflf,  to  whom  also  was  paid  consulage  and  drogoman- 
age  duty,  amounting  to  from  four  to  six  thousand  Spanish  dollars  per 
annum.    In  the  year  last  mentioned,  the  merchants  of  the  Levant  Com- 
pany, conceiving  that  our  trade  was.  injurious  to  their  interests,  induced 
the  Porte  to  issue  a  firman  that  American  vessels  should  pa^  double  duties. 
Arriving  here  myself  at  that  moment,  a  seizure  of  property  under  mj 
charge  was  made  to  enforce  the  payment  of  this  duty.    1  went  to  Constan- 
tinople and  arranged  with  the  Porte  a  tariff  of  duties  calculated  on  the 
Austrian  tariff,  with  an'addition  of  fifteen  per  centum,  and  which  arrange- 
ment it  was  .agreed  should  apply  to  all  American  vessels  and  in  every  port 
of  the  empire.     However  anxious  the  English  merchants  were  to  create 
hindrances  to  our  trade,  their  authorities  were  equally  so  to  keep  the 
profits  arising  to  them  therefrom ;  and  1  had  the  extreme  mortification  to 
find  my  countrymen,  at  that  time  here,  had  been  fully  persuaded  of  the 
necessity  of  continuing  under  the  English  protection  for  the  security  of 
their  property.     The  consulate  duty  was,  therefore,  continued  to  be  paid 
until  the  year  1815.    It  was  not  until  the  departure  of  the  first  vessel  fiom 
this  place  after  the  last  war  with  England  that  I  was  able  to  prevail  on  my 
countrymen  to  abandon  a  protection  unnecessary,  expensive,  and  dishon- 
orable to  our  national  character,  and  then  only  by  entering  into  a  bond  to 
indemnify  the  interested  against  any  losses  or  hindrances  they  might 
thereby  sustain. 

In  the  year  1816  a  new  tariff  was  made  with  the  French*    With  my 
consent,  our  duties  were  calculated  thereon,  with  an  addition  of  fifteen  per      i 
cent.     I  enclose  that  tariff  herewith,  and  you  will  observe  that  it  has,  by      * 
its  limitation,  expired.    I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  duties  will     ^ 
continue  to  be  exacted  until  a  new  one  shall  be  formed.     At  the  time  of  its 
negotiation,  and  which  required  a  great  length  of  time,  the  l^panish  dollar 
was  worth  6|  piastres  ;  it  is  now  worth  17|.     The  prices  of  merchandise, 
when  not  operated  on  by  other  causes,  have  followed  the  depreciation  of     ; 
the  Turkish  currency,  and  which  has  reduced*  the  duties  from  three  to     * 
about  one  per  cent.,  so  that  the  duties  we  now  pay  amount,  on  an  average,     J 
to  one  and  one-sixth  per  cent.   The  Porte  has,  in  the  mean  time,  established  *  ^ 
other  duties,  which,  although  paid  equally  by  all  nations,  do  not  interfe« 
with  their  respective  treaties. 

•  Our  treaty  stipulates  that  we  are  to  pay  duties  as  the  most  favored 
nation ;  nothitig  is  said  of  tariff  or  per  centage,  as  in  all  other  treaties ;  aod 
here,  in  my  opinion,  we  should  rest.  The  duties  paid  by  any  nation  id 
treaty  with  the  Porte  would  suit  us,  perhaps,  with  the  exception  of  that  a^ 
Kussia;  and  that  also  as  respects  its  general  conditions.     The  Porte  has,  for 
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a  long  time  past,  wished  to  engage  us  in  the  negotiation  of  a  new  tariff  on 
the  principle  of  the  most  favorea  nation ;  that  is  three  per  cent,  on  the 
value,  and  which  would  cause  us  to  pay  thrice  the  duties  paid  by  others 
until  their  tariffs  were  newly  formed.  My  observations  that  it  would  suit 
us  to  pay  any  rate  of  duties,  even  the  same  as  paid  by  others,  did  not 
appear  satisfactory.  They  wish  us  to  lead ;  this  is,  however,  one  of  the 
instances  where  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to  follow. 

With  ^eat  respect  and  consideration,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
mosi  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY,  United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  Edward  Livingstsn, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Smyrna,  January  22,  1833. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  3^u  the  return  of  the  cargoes  shipped  from  this  to 
the  United  States  the  past  year,  and  which  was  omitted  to  be  enclosed  in 
my  letter  of  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY,  UnUed  States  Consul 
Hon.  Edward  Livingston, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 
9 


[200] 


130 


Zdst  of  American  vessels  arriving  at  and  scaling  from  the  por 


Description  and  name 

Captains'  nanves. 

Ports  touched 

Coming  from. 

Ports  belc 

•f  vessel. 

I 

at. 

ing  to 

Brig  Elizabeth 

W.  H.  Merry 

New  York    - 

NewYori 

Brig  Palmer 

M.  Powers 

GJenoa 

Boston 

Schooner  Leader 

J.  Bamacoat 

^ 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Flora 

R.  Girdler 

Malta 

New  York    - 

New  York 

Brig  Cherub 

Charles  Jones 

. 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  General  Warren 

Joseph  Gorham    - 
S.  Macoduck 

^^ 

Constantinople 

Fairhaven 

Brig  Topaz 

_ 

New  York    - 

New  York 

Brig  Africa 

D.  N.  Chamberlain 

_ 

Trieste 

Boston 

Brig  Smyrna 

H.  K.  Loring 

^^ 

Boston 

Duxbary 

Brig  Mermaid 

Isaac  Trask 

« 

Port-au-Prince 

Gloucester 

Brig  Cherokee 

H.  Winsor 

_ 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Topaz 

S.  Mac:oduck 

^. 

Constantinople 

New  York 

Brig  Trafalgar 

P.  Davis 

^, 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Kingston 

L.  Slenchman 

. 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Bruce 

George  Brewster  - 

^^ 

Boston 

Plymouth 

Brig  Goldhunler 

C.  Chase 

„ 

Boston 

Boi^ton 

Brig  Curlew 

C.  Ellis 

Malta 

Boston 

Boston 

Schooner  Virginia 
Brig  Daniel  Webster  - 

Wm.  Hopkins 

Boston 

Boston 

A.  Bulges 
John  Wade 

_ 

Boston 

PlymouUi 

Brig  Eagle 

_ 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Bruce 

George  Brewster  - 

_ 

Constantinople 

Boston 

Brig  Tenedos 

Samuel  Allen 

^ 

Boston 

Boston 

Schooner  Cadmus 

J.  Hossford 

„ 

Constantinople 

Vienna 

Ship  Crawford 

J.  I.  Molt 

Trieste 

New  York 

Brig  Padang 

John  Williams     • 

• 

Trieste 

Boston 

Schooner  Virginia 

Wm.  Hopkins 
L,  Busseli 

^ 

Archipelago  • 

B0610D 

Brig  Henry 

^^ 

Constantinople 

New  York 

Schouner  Charlotte 

Samuel  Hall 

_ 

Boston 

Cohasset 

Brig  Elizabeth 

W.  H.  Merry       - 

_ 

New  York    - 

New  York 

Brig  Padang 

John  Williams     - 

^^ 

Constantinople 

Boston 

Brig  Mallary 

Joseph  Foster 

Syra 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Cherub 

Charles  Jones 

_ 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Water  witch 

James  Paxton 

^ 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Chora 

A.  Hayward 

,^ 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Elizabeth 

W.  H.  Merry       - 

^ 

Constantinople 

New  York 

Brig  Mermaid 

Isaac  Trask 

_ 

Marseilles    - 

Gloucester 

Brig  Cazenove 

Solomon  Carey    - 

■» 

Marseilles     - 

Boston 

Brig  Junius 

Richard  Cowen    - 

'  ^ 

Marseilles    - 

Plymoolk 

Brig  Holly 

J.  P.  Conthony     - 

Malta 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Gazelle 

Robert  Sparin 
Stephen  Jarvis 

Zante 

Trieste 

Boston 

Brig  Tim 

Malta 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Kingston 

W.  D.  Phelps       - 

^, 

Boston 

-Boston 

Brig  Henry  Eckford   - 

N.Gillett 

^ 

New  York    - 

New  York 

Brig  Otis 

S.  J.  Williams      - 

Marseilles    - 

Philadelphia 

Pbiladelpli« 

Brig  Ten'^dos 

A.  Kenrirk 

^ 

Boston 

Boston 

Brig  Gamet 

J.  Burgesjr. 

Malta 

Boston 

Boston 
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Smyrna  from  December  31,  1831,  to  DecenAer  31,  1832. 


Register. 


Tons.  95ths. 
241  77 
306  76 
T2  47 
25H  91 
173  70 
187  91 
193 
18i  41 
162  T2 
189  44 
185  34 
193 
160 

115  16 
147  70 
203  33 
181  19 
■87  55 
125  15 
110  35 
147  70 

144  55 

28^  71 
175  21 

87  55 
151  21 

90  84 
241  77 
175  21 
165  SO 
173  70 
167  66 
175 

2U  77 
189  44 
171  13 
225  14 
180  69 
197  77 
164 

115  16 
253  73 
146  42 
215  26 
194  15 


Date  of 
arri7a]. 


Jon. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

April 
May 


June 


July 
Aug. 


Sept. 


Nov. 
Dec. 


12 
12 
16 

2 

3 

8 
29 
29 
29 
25 
26 
26  1 

3 

7 
-7 
13 
13 
13 
17 
28 

1 

6 
16 
23 
23 
28 
29 

2 
26 

4 
12 
1-2 
19 
25 

6 
14 
14 
17 
17 
28 
30 

7 

8 

8 

8 
30 


Capta 

ins' 

No.  of 

No.  of 

appear'ce 

crew. 

regis- 

at office. 

ter. 

Jan. 

1 
13 

11 

62 

13 

13 

'       8 

17 

5 

314 

Feb. 

2 

11 

426 

5 

9 

70 

9 

9 

7 

Mar. 

29 

8 

29 

29 

8 

184 

30 

7 

18 

Apr-l  26 

8 

278 

27 

8 

77 

27 

8 

29 

May 

3 

9 

53 

7 

7 

67 

8 

8 

31 

14 

7 

198 

14 

8 

118 

14 

5 

82 

17 

6 

12 

29 

6 

109 

June 

1 

8 

31 

7 

12 

92 

18 

7 

1 

25 

12 

67 

25 

10 

13 

29 

5 

82 

29 

7 

366 

July 

3 

5 

29 

27 

n 

61 

Aug. 

6 

10 

13 

13 

7 

213 

13 

9 

184 

20 

7 

231 

25 

8 

75 

Sept. 

6 

11 

61 

14 

8 

278 

15 

7 

268 

17 

10 

4 

18 

6 

283 

29 

9 

8 

Dec 

1 

10 

271 

7 

7 

289 

10 

^ 

„ 

10 

8 

80 

10 

12 

92 

31 

9 

115 

Date  of  regis- 
ter. 


Feb.  28, 
Apr.  19, 
Nov.  26, 

.  ^'*' 
Apr.  10, 

Mar.  27, 

Jan.  28, 

Sept.  28, 

Oct.  27, 

29, 
Mar.  7, 
June  28, 
Feb.  15, 
Feb.  29, 
Dec.  14, 
Jan.  23, 
June  2, 
Mar.  12, 
Oct.  2, 
Apr.  27, 
Dec.  14, 
Mar.  20, 
Nov.  19, 
Feb.  25, 
Jan.  7, 
June  2, 
Nov.  23, 
Jan.  24, 
Feb.  2^], 
Jan.  7, 
June  25, 
May  31, 
Oci.  17, 
Mar.  7, 
Feb.  28, 
Oct.  29, 
Nov.  25, 
June  11, 
Nov.  12, 
Feb.  5, 
Sept.  8, 

28, 
Apr.  29,' 
July  14, 
Mar.  20, 
June  23, 


1831 

1823 

1831 

1831 

18-28 

1828 

1832 

1830 

1825 

1831 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1826 

1831 

1825 

1832 

1828 

1831 

1826 

1832 

1830 

18-26 

1832 

18-25 

1830  \ 

1832 

1831 

183-2 

18:^2 

1832 

1831 

1832 

1831 

1831 

182f> 

1832 

18-22 

1827 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

18-24 


No.  of  Me- 
diterran'n 
passport. 


12 
1,512 

2,268 

11(5 

1,996 

122 

6 

2,175 

1,772 

2,264 

20 

6 

,     11 

1,885 

2,242 

1,712 
26 

1,948 
35 

1,885 

34 

17 

18 

3 

1,712 
116 

2,159 

12 

3 

60 

62 

12 

2,261 

15 

11 

1,5-28 

1,881 

75 

18 

22 

34 

1,634 


Date  of  Medi- 
terranean pass- 
port. 


Feb. 

April 
Nov. 

April 

Oct. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Dec. 


28,1831 
19, 1823 
26,  1831 
14, 1831 
11,  1828 
24,1828 
28,  1832 
28,1830 
2-2, 1825 


March  7, 1832 
June  28, 1832 
Feb.  15,  1832 
March  2,  1832 
Jan.  17,  1827 
July  23,  1831 
June  2, 1825 
Mar.  23,  1832 
Sept.  6,  1827 
April  7,  1832 
Jan.  17,1827 
April  7,  1832 
July  2,  1831 
Feb.  25,  1826 
Jan.  7, 1832 
June  2,  1825 
Nov.  24,1830 
June  3, 1830 
Feb.  28,  1831 
Jan.  .  7,  1832 

June  22, 1832 

June  30, 1832 
Feb.    28,1831 


June  11,1833 
May  31,1^3 
Jan.  5,  1827 
Sept.  18,  1832 
March  2, 1833 

Sept.  6,  1831 
April  7,1833 
June  23,1824 
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LIST  OF  AMERICAN 


Description  and  name  of 
vessel. 


Brig  Elizabeth 
Brig  Palmer 
Schooner  Leader 
Brig  Flora 
Brig  Cherub 
Brig  General  Warren 
Brig  Topaz 
Brig  Africa 
Brig  Smyrna 
Bri^  Mermaid 
Brig  Cherokee 
Brig  Topaz 
Brig  Trafalgar 
Brig  Kingston 
Brig  Bmce 
Brig  Gtoldhunter 
Brig  Curlew 
Schooner  Virginia  - 
Brig  Daniel  Webster 
Brig  Eagle 
Brig  Bruce 
Brig  Tenedos 
Schooner  Cadmus    - 
Ship  Crawford 
Brig  Padan^ 
Schooner  Virginia  - 
Brig  Henry 
Schooner  Charlotte  - 
Brig  Elizabeth 
Brig  Padang 
Brig  Mallary 
Brig  Cherub 
Brig  Waterwitch 
Brig  Chora 
Brig  Elizabeth 
Brig  Mermaid 
Brig  Cazenove 
Brig  Junius 

Brig  Holly 
Brig  Gazelle 
Brig  Tim 
Brig  Kmgston 
Brig  Henry  Eckford 
Brig  Otis 
Brig  Tenedos 
Brig  Gamet 


Captains'  names. 


W.  H.  Merry 
M.  Powers 
J.  Barnacoat 
R.  Girdler 
Charles  Jones 
Joseph  Gorham 
S.  Macoduck 
D.  N.  Chamberlain 
H.  K.  Loring 
Isaac  Trask 
H.  Winsor 
S.  Macoduck 
F.  Davis 
L.  Slenchman 
(Jeorge  Brewster 
C.Chase 
C.Ellis 

William  Hopkins 
A.  B  urges 
John  Wade 
GJeorge  Brewster 
Samuel  Allen 
James  Hossford 
J.  I.  Mott 
John  Williams 
William  Hopkins 
L.  Russell 
Samuel  Hall 
W.  H.  Merfy 
John  Williams 
Joseph  Foster 
Charles  Jones 
James  Paxton 
Abraham  Hayward 
W.  H.  Merry 
Isaac  Trask 
Solomon  Carey 
Richard  Cowen 

J.  P.  Conthony 
Robert  Sparin 
Stephen  Jarvis 
W.  D.  Phelps 
Nathaniel  Gillett 
S.  J.  Williams 
Alfred  Kenrick 
J.  Burges,  jr. 


Date  of  departure 
from  the  port  the 
vessels  come. 


October  15, 
December  13, 
Nov.         28, 

14. 
December  18, 
February   2, 

1, 

March  3, 
February  14, 


March 
April 
February 
March 


February 
March 

April 

May 

April 

June 


9, 
23, 

17, 

'}■■ 

S: 

24, 
22, 

31, 

7, 

"lO, 
10, 


June 

April 

May 

August 

June 


24, 
27, 
22, 

2, 
27, 
25, 

26; 

July  1, 

September  d, 
August     21, 

31, 

June  30, 
September  6, 

October  3, 
Nov.         13, 

18, 
October    14, 

31, 


831 
831 
831 
831 
831 
832 
832 
832 
832 

832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 

832 
832 

832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 

832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 
832 


Destination. 


Samos 

Boston 

Boston 

Constantinopl 

Boston 

New  York 

Con^antinopli 

Samos 

Boston 

Odessa 

Boston 

New  York 

Boston 

Boston 

Constantinople 

Boston 

Samos 

Archipelago 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Baltimore 

Samos 

Boston 

Boston 

Constantinople 

New  York 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

New  York 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 
Boston 


Constantinople 

In  port 
In  port 
In  port 


i 
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VESSE  LS— Continued. 


Date  of  clearing 
out 


Janaary  14, 1832 
Feb.  11,1832 
March  1, 1832 
Fcbniary8,1832 
March      4, 1832 


April 
May 


Jaoe 
May 

June 


July 


19, 1832 
29,  1832 

5,  1832 
30,1832 

9,  1832 
20,  1832 

5,1832 
28,1832 
19,  1832 
12,1832 

15,  1832 
28,  1832 
28,1832 

4,  1832 
15,1832 

16,  1822 
3,1832 
3,  1832 
3,  1832 


Sept   11, 1632 


Sq)C. 
Au^st 
October 
Sept. 


October 
Sept. 

Nov. 
October 


16, 1832 

1,1832 

6,  1832 

16, 1832 

21,  1832 

16,  1832 
2, 1832 

29,1832 
29,1832 

17,  1832 
14,  1832 


Nov.      17,  1832 
October  U,  1832 

Dec.      fe,  1832 


Owners'  names. 


B.  Issavcrdens  and  W.  H.  Merry. 
Isaac  TbofDcLike. 

A.  Canningham,  C.  Cunningham,  and  James  Cunningham. 

J.  Stevens,  P.  Palmer,  J.  L.  James,  N.  Caswell,  T.  P.  &  H.  N.  Williams. 

John  J.  Putnan  and  Nathan  Pratt. 

Isaac  Vincent. 

Samuel  H.  Howland  and  G.  G.  Howland. 

Itobert  G.  Shaw. 

Ezra  Weston. 

Isaac  Trask  and  Alexander  Maclier. 

A.  Lombard  and  Micah  Humphrey. 
Samuel  S.  Howland  and  G.  G.  Howland. 

C.  J.  Cazenove,  H.  A.  Cazenove,  A.  C.  Cazenove,  and  W.  C.  Gardner. 
Eleazer  Bradshaw. 

Melzar  Whition,  John  Sever,  and  Charles  Sever. 

Benjamin  Fii^ke,  William  S.  Bridge,  and  Constant  Chase. 

Robert  G.  Shaw. 

Thomas  W.  French. 

Thomas  Hedge,  Isaac  L.  Hedge,  and  Jacob  Covington. 

John  L.  Dimmock,  John  Peters,  S.  Pond,  and  Zachariah  Jellison. 

Melzar  Whition,  John  Sever,  and  Charles  Sever. 

John  J.  Putnam. 

Elizabeth  Houston. 

Samuel  S.  Howland  and  G.  G.  Howland. 

John  Williams  and  Blaise  Isssverdens. 

Robert  G.  Shaw. 

John  Stevens,  Peter  Palmer,  and  Richard  Girdler. 

Abraham  H.  Tower  and  SamHel  Hall. 

Blaise  Issavcrdens  and  W.  H.  Merry. 

John  Williams  and  B.  Issavcrdens. 

John  H.  Pearson  and  Henry  B.  Humphry. 

John  J.  Putnam. 

Benjamin  C.  Clark. 

Otis  Vinal.  Jacob  Hall,  Elisha  Cobb,  G.  Vinal,  and  Charles  Leighton. 

B.  Issavcrdens  and  W.  H.  Merry. 
Alexander  Trask  and  Alexander  Mactier. 

C.  J.  Cazenove,  L.  A.  Cazenove,  A.  C.  Cazenove,  and  W.  C.  Gardner. 
M.  Russell,  M.  Russell,  jr.,  J.  T.  Russell,  N.  M.  Davis,  J.  S.  Hayward,  T. 

Davis,  and  Sidney  Bartlett. 
Samuel  Woods. 
Ebenezer  Breed. 

Venon  Brown  and  Nathaniel  A.  Bassett. 
Robert  Edes. 

Nathan  Gillett  and  Isaac  Webb. 
Samuel  Broom  ajid  Paul  Lajus. 
John  J.  Putnam. 
John  Russell  and  Benjamin  BramhalL  ^ 


DAVID  OFf'LEY,  United  StaUs  Consul. 
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List  of  inward  cargoes  of  American  vessels  arriving  at  this  port 
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PQ      O 

Elizabeth 

750 

300 

148 

33 

^ 

10 

Leader 

525 

_ 

11 

_ 

33 

A    ^ 

■ 

Flora    - 

247 

Cherub 

1,176 

_ 

47 

50 

Grcneral  Warren 

^ 

_ 

^ 

108 

50 

6 

_ 

2 

Topaz  -           -           . 

706 

^ 

„ 

_ 

,„ 

^^ 

4^ 

^ 

^ 

_ 

Smyrna 

2,296 

^^ 

^ 

^ 

„ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

20 

. 

Mermaid 

2,800 

Cherokee 

2,110 

Trafalgar 

1,281 

^ 

M 

_  - 

. 

„ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

1 

>4 

Kingston 

1,116 

^ 

„, 

_ 

. 

_ 

18 

Brpce   -           -           - 

2,400 

^ 

„, 

„, 

. 

10 

Gold  Hunter    - 

2,036 

^ 

60 

^, 

„ 

^ 

Curlew 

800 

^^ 

200 

Virginia 

1,125 

/ 

Daniel  Webster 

1,329 

^ 

., 

,„ 

^^ 

^, 

q*iy 

_ 

^ 

• 

Eagle    - 

666 

_ 

21 

113 

*    » 

Tenedos 

2,100 

„ 

137 

109 

^ 

_ 

^^ 

„ 

_ 

. 

Cadmus 

^ 

_ 

_ 

^ 

179 

_ 

^^ 

„ 

_ 

. 

Charlotte 

600 

. 

53 

^^ 

^ 

_ 

. 

Elizabeth 

642 
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.. 
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. 

. 

Mallary 

844 

_ 

25 

,   100 

. 

^ 

^^ 

_ 

^ 

„ 

. 

Cherub 

1,462 

251 

132 

,„ 

^ 

^^ 

11 

q'ly 

_ 

^ 

. 

Water  witch     - 

486 

^ 

58 



,„ 

^^ 

24 

jk    ^ 

_ 

^ 

. 

'  Cora     -           - 

110 

_ 

100 

106 

C.  Holly 

^^ 

200 

64 

20 

_ 

^^ 

„ 

. 

m 

Tim     - 

970 

„, 

8U 

31 

„ 

^^ 

11 

„ 

( 

m 

Kingston 

230 

24 

24 

57 

,„ 

.^ 

^ 

^^ 

„ 

m 

Henry  Eckford 

56 

.. 

^^ 

«, 

^ 

^^ 

4 

,^ 

^ 

_ 

m 

Tenedos* 

700 

^ 

52 

205 
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- 

24 

105 

- 

— 

143 

2 

20   5^ 

^ 

29,903 

1,055 

1,147 

1,247 

629 

26 

« 

*  217  bales  of  wool. 
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frwn  the  Ist  of  Janucery^  1832,  to  the  \st  of  January^  1833. 
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O 
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H 
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CQ 

^ 

20 

20 

* 

90,000 

« 

20,500 

4 

50,000 

^ 

1 

^^ 

j- 

^ 

41- 

„ 

_ 

a. 

25 

^ 

^ 

^^ 

18 

^ 

^^ 

^ 

30 

12 

10 

^ 

„ 

» 

^ 

,„ 

. 

q'ty 

43 

„ 

20 

80 

^ 

1,996 

66 

^ 

^^ 

^ 

^^ 

10' 

^ 

50 





5 

19 

31 

•• 

■" 
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100 

"" 

20 

160 

: 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 
36 

300 
291 

10 

- 

- 

- 

r 

50 

1 

90,500 

9 

5 

155 

153 

10 

71 

919 

10 

40 

40 

18 

1,996 

66 

DAVID  OPPLEY, 
VnUed  States  Consul 
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List  of  atUward  cargoes  qf  American  vessels  sailing  from  this 


¥— 

* 

• 

1 

• 
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10 
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15 

,. 

^ 

16 

72 

100 

4 

21 
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. 

^ 

1,843 

Palmir 

3 

^ 
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^ 

,„ 

15 

^ 

^, 

^^ 

^ 

^ 

860 

Leader 

6 

_ 

^ 

^ 

^^ 

^^ 

^ 



600 

500 

Oherqb 

, 

240 

^ 

^ 

^, 

^, 

^^ 

^ 

^^ 

^ 

^ 

Gener^  Warren 

4 

M 

_ 

. 

M 

. 

3 

6 

_ 

.. 

^ 

^ 

Smyrna 
Cherokee 

67 
2 

- 

283 
169 

^ 

- 

100 

8 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Topaz 

20 

^ 

64 

„ 

1,792 

^^ 

^ 

„, 

^. 

^^ 

• 

^ 

Trafalgar     - 

69 

^ 

73 

^ 

217 

^ 

2 

^ 

. 

•» 

^ 

,„ 

Kingston 
Gold  Hunter 

4 

^ 

155 

■ 



3 



^, 

300 

^ 

_ 

9 

„ 

^ 

^ 

„ 

_ 

_ 

^^ 

_ 

_ 

Daniel  Webster 

_ 

^^ 

102 

^ 

^ 

193 

,^ 

^ 

_ 

„, 

■^ 

^^ 

Eagle^ 

7 

.. 

12 

.^ 

•  719 

64 

^ 

„, 

,„ 

^. 

_ 

_ 

Bruce, 

6 

_ 

75 

, 

Tene(  os       - 

53 

518 

„ 

300 

Cadm  is        - 

^^ 

2 

^ 

_ 

_ 

2 

12 

_ 

„ 

_ 

Virgil  ia       - 

^ 

^^ 

_ 

•* 

^^ 

_ 

,„ 

^ 

^. 

_ 

^ 

7,710 

Henry 

'^ 

243 

Charlotte       -  . 

11 

5 

_ 

^ 

^^ 

23 

3 

_ 

.. 

_ 

_ 

6,891 

Padang 

15 

^ 

241 

^ 

^ 

„ 

_ 

395 
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_ 

5,800 

Mallai^ 

^ 

^^ 

^ 

^^ 

^^ 

_ 

^ 

^^ 

238 

341 

_ 

13,300 

Cheri^ 

77 
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^. 

^ 

^^ 

^ 

,„ 

_ 

3,500 

Wate|\i'itch  - 

9 

^ 

^^ 

„ 

^. 

^ 

^^ 

«, 

„, 

^ 

19,500 

Cora  1 

1 

4 

^ 

„ 

^ 

^ 

^. 

^ 

852 

1,100 

444 

13,673 

Elizabjeth      - 

_ 

^^ 

_ 

^ 

,^ 

80 

4 

30 

^^ 

^_ 

Mermaid 

51 

^ 

,„ 

^ 

,. 

^^ 

^ 

^ 

870 

2,945 

^ 

14,189 

Cazenpve 
Juniu4        •  - 

mm 

^ 

302 

^ 

^ 

_ 

268 

„ 

2,332 

102 

^ 

88 

^^ 

^^ 

184 

1 

150 

, 

12,800 

Holly ! 

22 

«, 

WO 

„, 

M» 

_ 

^ 

^ 

721 

^ 

2,700 

GazelDe 

.. 

.. 

H. 

_ 

.. 



_ 

„ 

200 
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14,005 

Tim  -i 

39 

.. 

. 

_ 

^ 

^ 

2 

_ 

1,000 

,„ 

^ 

6,804 

Kingston 

53 

- 

40 

- 

— 

759 

- 

- 

- 

1,540 

444 

5,300 

655 

11 

4,165 

48 

2,800 

33 

69 

6,104 

7,614 

131,507 
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jx/rt  from  the  ist  of  January,  1832,  to  the  \st  of  January,  1833. 
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[extract.] 


Smyrna,  September  1,  1833. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  consular  returns  of  this  port 
for  the  last  six  months  Ending  1st  July. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
^rvant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY. 
Hon.  Louis  McLane, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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[extract.] 

United  Stateb  Consulate, 

Smyrna^  January  1,  1834. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  consular  returns  for  our  trade  to 
this  port  for  the  last  six  months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLBY. 
Ron.  Louis  McLane, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna,  July  1,  183 

Sir  :  I  have  the  l^onor  to  enclose  you,  herewith,  the  returns  of 
consulate  for  the  last  six  months. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY, 
UnUed  States  Consu 
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[extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna^  January  1,  1836. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  herewith|  a  statement  of  the 
arrivals  and  departures  of  American  vessels  at  this  port  for  the  last  half 
year. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLET. 
Hon.  John  Forstth, 

Stcretary  i\f  Stmtef  JVoMd^ion* 
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[extract.] 


United  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna^  My  1, 1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  you  herewith,  the  consular  return  for 
the  past  six  months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAYID  OFFLEY, 
United  States  Constd. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[extract.] 

Dnited  States  Consulate, 

SmyrncL^  January  I,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  70U,  herewith,  the  consular  returns 
for  the  last  half  year. 

I'he  past  year,  two  Russian  and  four  Austrian  vessels  have  loaded 
in  this  port  for  the  United  States,  principally  wilh  wool ;  the  trade  in 
which  article  appears  likely,  as  our  tariff  law  now  stands,  to  pass  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners,  to  the  great  loss  of  American  merchants  and  ship 
owners. 

I  have  Cbe  honor  tabe,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY, 

UnUed  States  Consul. 
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[extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna,  August  29, 1836. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  hohor  to  enclose  you  the  consular  returns  for  the  half 
year  endiDi;  on  the  1st  of  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OPFLEY. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretury  of  State,  Washivgton, 
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[extract.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Smyrna^  January  20, 1837. 

R :  In  the  continuance  of  the  distressing  ilhiess  of  the  consul,  my 
r,  I  have  the  honor,  by  his  directions,  to  enclose  you  herewi^  the 
alar  returns  for  the  last  six  months,  ending  on  the  31st  ultimo, 
lave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  W.  OFFLEY, 
UnUtd  States  Vice  Consul. 
0  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 
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163 

[extract.] 


Consulate  op  the  United  States^ 

Smyrna^  July  1,  1837f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  consular  return  for  the 
first  six  months  of  the  current  year. 

"With  great  respect;  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY,  CansuL 
Hon.  John  Forstth, 

Staretary  of  State^  Waskii^on. 
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^64 

[extract.] 


United  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna^  Jantmry  25,  1838. 

Sir:  I  hav^  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  the  consular  returns  c 
imports  and  exports,  by  American  vessels  at  this  port,  from  the  1st  of  Jul 
to  the  31st  of  December  last. 

The  negotiations  at  Constantinople  for  the  new  tariff  are  not  yet  con 

eluded ;  as  soon  as  they  are,  I  shall  be  enabled  to  reply  to  your  despatch  o 

.the  21st  of  November,  1836.    In  the  mean  time,  we  continue  to  pay  duties 

ais  stipulated  by  treaty  and  the  arrangement  of  our  Charge  d' Affaires  at 

Constantinople. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY, 
United  States  Cimstil. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Porsyth, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 
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UwiTBD  States  Consulate, 

Smyrna^  July  1,  1S38. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  herewith,  the  return  of  this 
consulate  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  OFFLEY,  Connd. 
Hem.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State  J  Washington. 
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Extracts  of  a  letter  from    W.  N.-  Churchill,  aditiff   Vice  Consulj  to 
Hon.  Edward  Livingston^  Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  doled 

CoxsTANTiNOPLE,  January  19,  1833. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  statement  of  the  United  States 
shipping  that  has  visited  this  port  during  the  year  1832.  *  *  * 
For  the  information  of  the  Government,  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting, 
herewith,  a  list  of  all  the  foreign  vessels  which  arrived  in  tlie  port  of  Con- 
stantinople from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1832,  in- 
clusive, distinguishing  those  that  came  through  th'e  Dardanelles  from  those 
that  arrived  from  the  Black  sea.  It  will  te  perceived  thereby,  that  not- 
withstanding the  extensive  and  constant  employment  the  Black  sea  affords 
to  carriers,  only  one  American  vessel  visited  it  during  the  period  mentioned. 


It 
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'foreign  vessels  arrived  in  the  port  of  Cotistantinople  in  1832. 
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FROM  THE  BLACK  SEA. 
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30 

3 

18 

7 

4 

1 

1 

20 

192 

102 

87 

t3 

46 

4 

1 

1 
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2 

1 

30 

121 

106 

74 

41 
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31 

87 

90 

80 
259 

22 

21 
94 

2 
14 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 
4 

1 

1 

1 

430 

301 

103 

1,220 

'al  list  of  all  vessels  that  have  entered  the  port  of  Constantinople 
Ihe  Dardanelles  from  \st  July  to  30^A  September,  1834,  inclusive. 


Nation. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

penen^  remarks. 

•  «                     •                     • 

I     -           - 

•  «                     *                     « 

•  •                     •                     • 

4 
1 
1 

12 
3 
11 
.  13 
42 
21 
16 

2  colonial  and  2  miscellaneous. 

Merchandise. 

Merchandise. 

5  passengers  and  7  miscellaneous. 

Merchandise. 

Miscellaneous. 

5  ballast  and  rest  n^iscellaneous. 

30  ballast  and  10  merchandise. 

Merchandise. 

8  merchandise  and  8  ballasL 

114 
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A  general  list  of  all  vessels  that  have  entered  the  port  of  Constantinof 
from  the  Black  sea,  from  1st  July  to  30th  September,  1834,  inclusive. 


Nation.  '    ' 

Number 
of  vessels. 

i                                                                                                                                              • 

General  remarks. 

Russian 

Greek           -           - , 

Austrian 

English 
Ionian 
French 
Neapolitan   - 
Dutch           -    • 
Spanish 
Sardinian     - 

21 
25 
41 

21 

18 
1 
4 
3 

15 

3 limber ;  16  tallow,  wool,  and  grain;  2  miscellaneoos. 

20  miscellaneous ;  5  salt  and  plank. 

3  passengere  j  20  butter,  salt  beef,  wool,  &c. ;  rcmainde 

miscellaneous. 
Miscellaneous;  tallow,  butter,  dx.,  &jc. 
Grain,  &c. 
Timber. 

Grain  and  tallow. 
Tallow. 

10  grain ;  5  miscellaneous. 

I 

150 

A  general  list  of  vessels  departed  from   Constantinople  since  the  1st  Jui 

to  30th  tSeptember^  1834,  inclusive. 


Nation. 


Russian 
Austrian 
Sardinian     - 
English 
Ionian 

Neapolitan    - 
Dutch 
Greek 
Spanish- 
French 
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26 
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14 
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4 

42 

16 

2 

6 

10 

11 

21 

8 

10 
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4 

3 

7 

4 
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1 

3 

1 
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40 

18 
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10 

10 
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.272 
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tact  of  a  letter  from  W.  N.  Chttrchill,  acting  consul,  to  Hon.  Edward 
Livingston,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  dated 

Constantinople,  June  30,  1833. 

5iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  consular  return  from 
commencement  of  the  present  year  to  this  day.    It  is  not  perfect,  the 
ins  having  reached  me  too  late  to  shape  my  notes  exactly  in  conformity 
ih  them. 


[200]  174 

'  Consular  return  from  January  I  to  June  30,  inclusive. 
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Vessels'  names. 
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Tons.  95ths. 

Feb.  19 

Brig  Henry 

151  21 

L.  Russell     • 

NcwYork 

New  York 

Malta. 

Apr.  16 

Brig  Calliope    - 

toi   on 

A.  P:itfi3 

Nc^York 

Nc\r  Yjrk 

May    1 

Bri^  Elizabeth  - 

241  77 

J.  Jones 

NewYork 

New  Vork 

8 

Brig  Henry 

151  21 

L.  Russell     - 

Odessa    - 

New  York 

( 

June  16 

Brig  Flora 

258  91 

1 

N.  P^Durfee 

NewYork 

New  York 

CONSULAR  RETURN— Continued. 
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Vessels' names. 

Cargo  inward. 

o 

o  ^ 

Cargo  outward. 

O 
O 

a 
> 

9  ^-m 

o 

< 

•i 

s 

Brig  Henry    - 

40  bales  brown  shirtings, 

170  boxes  while  sugar 

S7,000 

87,000 

In  ballast     • 

_ 

Mar.U 

Brig  Calliope  - 

Live    oak,   shipwrights' 

tools,  plank,  &c. 

10,000 

10,000 

Wheat  for  Leghorn 

^^ 

In  port. 

Brig  Elizabeth 

Live  oak,  shipwrights' 

/ 

tools,  plank,  &c. 

10,000 

10,000 

Gk)ods  on  freight  for 
Smyrna     - 

Inpwt- 

Brig  Henry    - 

6,500  bushels  ba Hey      - 

2,000 

^^ 

The  specified  barley 

^ 

.Mi/H 

Brig  Flora     - 

Live  oak,  turning  laihes. 

125  tons  boxwood  on 

&c.       .           -           - 

8,000 

8,000 

board 

ai8if 

fnport 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Vessels  going  into  the  Black  sea  seldom  take  colonial  produ%. 

The  Calliope,  finding  no  cargo  to  reium  home,  weni  to  seek  one  at  Leghorn. 

The  Elizabneth  loaded  at  Smyrna  for  New  York,  subsequently. 

The  Henry's  barley  must  have  left  a  very  bad  result. 

The  Flora'  was  chartered  out  and  home  by  F.  C.  Bunker,  late  consul ;  but  his  commerciii 
establishment  here  bavins:  been  dissolved,  no  goods  were  to  be  got  beyond  the  boxwood,  viiick 
was  to  pay  for  freight,  half  »th<*  profit,  if  any. 

When  it  is  contemplated  that  cargoes  for  the  United  States  be  shipped  from  ConsUiDtioople, 
measures  must  almost  always  be  taken  beforehand.  One  of  our  chief  articles,  wool,  reqairo 
tim?  to  be  prepared  for  shipping.  Our  grand  anicle,  opium,  can  generally  be  haJ  vitboot 
delay;  but,  from  its  value,  a  heavy  investment  furnishes  but  smalt  bulk.  American  v«k)> 
must  lake  only  the  part  of  a  cargo  here,  and  go  to  Smyrna  to  complete  their  loading.  Who 
soiiablc  Black  sea  proiucs  iiabajiini,  fall  cirgoai  miy  mjre  exiily  be  obiainsd  here. 
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trad  of  a  letter  from  William  CKnrchill^  acting  consul  to  the  Hon. 

Constantinople,  December  31,  1833. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  consular  return  for 
port  for  six  months. 
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ISO 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  W.  N.  CJnirchilU  acting  consvl,  to  the  Hon,- Louis 

McLu/ie,  SLCielury of  !Statc^Wa6lii!t^ton^  dated 

CeNSTANTiNOPLR,  February  3,  1834. 

Sill  :  Tnr!?cy's  roronrccs  are  still  immense,  and  nothing  in  the  world  is 
wanted  to  call  them  ajain  into  healthful  vigor  but  the  femoval  of  existing 
restrictions  on  trade.  Lot  the  cxi)ort  of  wheat  be  encoiixag^ed,  {\nd  myriads 
of  active  ploughs  would  be  immediately  turning  up  the  rich  soil ;  immense 
harvests  W7)uld  succeed  ;  a  thousand  cargoes  would  flow  into  the  various 
depots  of  the  Mevhterranean,  o.'id  still  a  superabundance  would  be  left  for 
the  consumption  of  the  empire.  During  the  three  years  opium  has  been 
monoporized,  the  production  has  defi'.reased  from  three  hundred  thousand 
chequccs  to  seventy  thousand.  Remove  the  restriction,  and  ten  times  the 
latter  quantity  would  be  raised  within  a  similar  period  of  time.  These 
remarks  are  equally  applicable  to  many  other  articles.  Monopoly  is  Irke 
-   the- simoon  of  the  desert,'  blasting  every  thing  it  touches. 


Salonica,  October  14,  1835. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  herewith,  the  last  half-yearly 
report  of  the  arrival  and  departure  ot  foreign  vessels  at  this  port  from 
January  1  to  June  30,  1835,  inclusive ;  and  I  once  more  take  permissioo 
to  reiterate  my  apology  for  the  extraoWinary  delay  which  has  taken  place 
in  furnishing  this  document,  and  occasioned  exclusively  by  difficulties  which 
could  not  be  foreseen,  but  which;  I  trust,  may  not  again  occur.  You  will 
perceive,  sir,  by  the  enclosed  return,  that  the  import  trade  from  all  quarters, 
except  America,  is  proijressively  increasing ;  and  I  hope  that  the  report 
which  1  shall  have  the  honor  of  addressing,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
to  the  Department  of  State,  may  be  the  means  of  maldng  known  to  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States  that  Salonica  might  offer  them  a  remuner- 
ating market  for  colonial  produce  and  manufactures,  equal  at  least,  if  iwi 
better  than  any  other  in  the  Levant,  as  regards  prices  and  the  general 
solidity  of  purchasers  ;  and  perhaps  you  might  also  be  pleased  to  aid  ffiV 
h^imble  endeavors  in  this  instance  by  making  mention,  occasionally,  io 
your  despatches  to  Government,  that  the  commercial  interests,  iu  sllippi^? 
goods  to  a  foreign  market  by  American  merchants,  would  be  benefitted  in 
making  a  trial  at  Salonica,  as  well  in  imports  jOS  exports  of  produce. 

I  havtj  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  very  humble  serrafllf 

WILLIAM  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

Com,  David  Porter, 

United  States  Chars^e  dC Affaires^ 
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United  States  Consulate, 

Saionioa,  Octob^  31,  1835. 

Sir  :  In  reference  to  my  communication,  No.  5,  of  this  dale,  in  reply  to 
your  circular  of  25th  March  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no 
American  vessel  has  arrived  or  departed  from  this  port  within  the  last  six 
months  of  the  present  year,  nor  have  any  fees  been  received,  with  the[ ex- 
ception of  a  Greek  schooner,  with  a  cargo  of  sheep's  wool,  and  reported  to 
me  by  the  shipper  as  likely  to  be  re  shipped  at  Smyrna  for  Boston.  In  the 
absence  of  any  opportunity  of  furnishing  a  return  of  the  arrivals  and 
departures  of  American  vessels,  I  have  taken  Ufion  myself  to  make  out  and 
transmit  the  accompanyingreport  of  foreign  arrivals  and  departures,  which 
naay,  perhaps,  not  be  disapproved  of,  as  affording  ihe  means  of  ascertain- 
ing from  correct  sources,  and  in  making  known  to  the  Department  of 
State  tlie  actual  present  amount  of  trade  at  this  place,  and  the  other  piftccs 
connected  with  Salonica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient,  very  humble  servant, 

W.  B-  LLEWELLYN: 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State^ 


*  -^ 


-'  i 


or  return  of  frreign  vessels  arriving  at  and  departing  fr 
I  of  iSaionica,  from  1st  January  to  'dOlh  June,  1835,  mclai 
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Syra.Cs 
ralte.aa 


Leghorn, 
udCon- 


i3  Ions  of  iron,  658  bales  of 
njanuraclure.1,  55  cs.'k:i  of  cop- 
■  peros,  235  bags  of  coflee,  18  bar- 
rels of  tin,  80  casfs  of  liii  plates, 
18  cliests  of  indi^i  40  barrels  ol 
sugar,  ISO  sacks  of  ptpper,  10 
tons  of  Brazil  wood,  -2  scroons  of 
cochineal,  and  10  cases  of  cassia 

2,3-iC(trled  Buenos  Ayreshides, 
650  hags  of  coflee,  5  seroons  of 
cochineal,  5  bales  of  almonds,  65 
packages  of  glass  ware,  64  cases 
of  sugar,  G  bries  of  manufactures, 
10  chesus  of  indigo,  100  pigs  of 
lead,Sliales  of  woollens,  3  ions  of 
Santa  Martha  wood,  and  3  casks 
of  copperas. 

50  barrels  of  lead  shot,  53cas«< 
ofsugat,  1,133  reams  of  paper.  3l 
packages  of  hardware,  50  cases 
of  inejicme.lfl  barrels  of  sulphar, 
3G0  sacks  of  cofJee,  35  bales  of 
iBanofaelures,  25  ions  of  dye 
n'Oiid,  15  chests  of  indigo,  3  se- 
roons of  cochineal,  SO  twigs  of 
pepper,  and  1,500  dried  Buenos 
Ayres  hides, 

15'J  barrels  of  lallow  and  000 
Black  sea  ialied  hides. 

1,560  dried  Brazil  hides  ^ 
cases  of  Nugar,  100  boies  of  sul- 
phur, 15  bales  of  manufactured 
eollon.s,  5  seroons  cochineal,  1») 
bags  of  coflee,  and  'JQ  Ions  of  dye 

Ballast. 


3,CO0kitiialsofsoap,4,000dried 
Baenot'  Ayres  hirics,  >)0,000  okes 
of  olir^  oil,  19,000  okes  Sesame 
oil,  e,MU  Sestiine  wine,  49ti  bales 
of  conoo  iwisi,  eOO  bales  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  IBU  tons  of 
dye  wood,  7,000  ukes  of  honey, 
103,000  dkes  of  olives,  b4ti  sacks 
ofi'oSee,  G40  packages  of, sugar, 
GO  seroons  of  cochineal,  48  chests 
of  indigo,  Sit  pimcbeons  of  Anier- 


Cargo  outward. 

Defartore 
and  desU- 

35,000  lamb  skins, 
30  bales  of  capotes, 
(■'  aba,")  40  bales  of 
lobacci),  3  cases  of 
silk,  and  remainder 
of  undischarged  car- 
go- 

"anlin'ple' 

-In  port  seeking  a 
freight. 

MarseillM. 

n,66  c 


.-.  of  ci 


al.g- 


.  iO  barrels  of  li   , 
of  tin  plates,  320  ions  of  iroi 
1,300,000  lemons  and  oranges. 


30  bales  of  cotton, 
387balesof  idbacco, 
BOflkillos  of  barley, 
430  sacks  of  lin.seed, 
and  220  tons  of  con- 
st ruction  limber. 

4  in  port' see  king 
a  freight. 


1    cargo  of  coo- 

B,--'-.;0ki11osofwlieal. 
•J90  sacks  uf  lin- 
sced.100  bales  of  to- 
bacco, iW  tons  of  old 
copper. 

80  bales  of  tobnc- 


2ii0,0n0  planks, 
3,000  bales  .of  ca- 
poles,  68,500  killoi: 
ofg.  -      -■  - 


ber,'.;UO  bales  of  cor- 
daije,  ■20,t»0  Okcs  of 
rice,  500  bales  of  to- 
bacco, fi.lXW  okes  of 
flotir,  2,000  kintals 
of  biscuit,  50,000 
hare  skins,  S80  bales 
of  coHon,  800  bales 
of  sheeps'  wool,  47 

l,Ai7 


Aiheni 
ind  Con- 
tan  linoplc. 

Alcx'ndria. 

Malts. 

Marseilles, 

Trieste, 

Alex'Uria, 

Smyrna, 

Syra,  and 

Cons!  ant  i- 

iple. 


1 124  Bnglisb  ponndsj  altillo  lo  a  Wincbesier  bushel-,  uioiM 
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CONSULAR  RETURN— Continued. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

1 

The  annexed  consular  return,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting,  relates  exclusivelj  to 
the  arrival  and  departure  oi foreign  vessels,  to  which  may  be  added  87  Tuskisk,    These  laUer 
brought  380  sacks  of  Coffee,  45  cases  of  sugar,  23  chests  of  indigo,  3  seroons  of  cochineal,  43 
tons  of  dye  wood,  120  bags  ofpepper,  180  tons  of  iron,  2.300  salted  Black  sea  hides,  15  barrels 
of  tin,  80  cases  of  tin  plates,  73  bales  of  cotton  twist.  232  bales  British  manufactured  cottons,  % 
puncheons  of  American  rum,  970  passengers,  ana  12,000  troops  from  Constantinople.    The 
outward  cargoes  of  these  consisted  of  grain,  pulse,  construction  timber,  and  firewood  for  the 
capital.    It  will  be  observed  that  the  carrying  trade  is  almost  entirely  monopolized  by  Greek 
vessels.    The  Turkish  arrivals  have  hern  much  greater  this  half  year  than  formerly,  owing 
to  the  conveyance  of  troops,  baggage,  and  artillery  for  Albania.    In  general,  Turkish  vessels 
do  not  average  more  than  thirty  annually,  and  only  sent  from  Constantinople  for  loading  grain 
for  the  capital.    In  general,  there  maybe  six  British,  fov/r  French,  three  Sardinians,  BJiaSodve  . 
Austrian  vessels  in  the  course  of  the  year,  all  of  them  more  or  less  laden  with  valuable 
cafigoes.    Greek  arrivals  ma^  be  estimated  at  380  annually,  repDresenting  together  435  yearly 
arrivals.    Amongst  which,  within  the  last  six  years  of  my  residence  here,  only  one  American 
vessel  has  appeared,  viz :  the  "  Flori^"  Captam  Osborne  Howes,  in  August,  1834,  arriving 
empty,  and  departing  direct  for  Boston,  witn  a  carso  of  sheep's  wool,  in  September  following. 
1(  is  rather  curious  to  observe,  that  in  38  arrivals  of  British  vessels  since  18o0,  not  one  of  them 
loaded  at  Salonick  a  single  article  for  the  English  market,  whilst  during  that  period  one  cargo 
direct  for  Boston,  three  cargoes  of  filberts,  two  cargoes  of  sheep's  wool,  and  a  parcel  of  dried 
prunes  have  been  forwarded  in  foreign  bdttoms  to  Smyrna,  for  re-shipment  thence  for  the 
United  Slates !    The  shipping  and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  might,  conse- 
quently, commence  a  direct  correspondence  with  Salonica,  and  to  a  considerable  extent,  with 
every  appearance  of  a  remunerating  result }  as  it  appean<  evident   that  colonial  produce 
could  be  imported  cheaper  in  American  vessels  than  by  either  second  or  third  hands,  with 
additional  expense.    A  profitable  return  frei|;ht  might  also  be  anticipated  in  sheep's  wool, 
filberts,  wine,  honey,  beeswax,  dried  pnmes,  silk,  and  capotes,  &c.,  &c.    Trade  in  general  at 
present  is  excessively  dull,  particularly  in  imports,  which  has  been  overdone.    The  approach- 
ing fairs  of  Lucca  ne^^t  month,  and  of  Serres  m  Februar3rnext,  may,  however,  prove  the  means 
of  diminishing  the  heavj  stocks  existing  in  first  hands,  should  these  markets  be  well  attend- 
ed, which  is  doubtful,  owing  to  the  insurrection  at  Albania,  the  Albanians  being  generally  the 
largest  consumers  at  the  dificrei^  fairs,  and  always  paying  in  cash  the  amount  of  their 
purchases. 

.  ^  ^  W.  B;  LLEWELLYN. 

84LOVICA,  Juv/e  30  ,1835. 
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•  .  Salonica,  April  29,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  half  yearly  return  of 
foreign  vessels  to  the  3lst  of  Decemter  last,  the  transmittal  of  which  has 
been  delayed  from  the  obstacles  always  met  with  in  procuring  the  neces- 
sary details  for  completing  the  document  from  the  sdndry  consulates,  added 
to  a  severe  and  tedious' personal  illness. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  submit  to  your  inspection  the  follow- 
ing remarks,  regarding  the  present  state  of  trade  in  this  country,  the  yearly 
amount  of  which,  including  imports  and  exports,  may,  without  exaggera- 
tion, be  estimated  at  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

In  impdrts  the  markets  have  recently  become  overstocked,  particularly 
in  British  manufactures,  which  are  sold  under  prime  cost  at  lon^  credits: 
the  consequence  of  which  has  resulted  in  some  failures,  as  the  importers 
could  not  meet  their  obligations  for  payment  towards  the  English  creditors. 
Colonial  produce,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  well  sustained,  from  the  pru- 
dence of  speculators  in  confinitig  their  orders  to  the  wants  of  consumers, 
and  the  market  continues  steaidy,  without  apprehension  of  reaction.  The 
articles,  however,  most  current,  and  always  saleable  at  ten  per  cent,  better 
prices  than  elsewhere  in  Turkey,  are  ordinary  coffee,  fine  sugar,  good 
indigo,  best  cochineal,  cassia  lignia,  sound  nutmegs,  black  pepper,  .-dried 
ox  and  cow  hides,  frc:»Ii  cloves,  logwood,  and  Santa  Martha  wood.  The 
amount  annually  consumed  at  Salonica,  and  the  environs,  of  these  produc- 
tions, is  not  less,  probably  more,  than  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

*  In  exports,  the  produce  adapted  hence  for  America  may  be  confined  to 
sheep's  wool,  raw  silk,  (in  imitation  of  and  nearly  equal  to  Italian,)  excellent 
filberts,  wine,  sponges,  and  superior  saffron  ;  the  loading  of  which,  deduct- 
ing the  quantity  required  by  other  markets,  might  readily  furnish  employ- 
ment for  three  or  four  middling, sized  American  vessels  yearly  at  remu- 
nerating freights ;  and  particularly  so,  should  the  present  prohibiting 
duties  in  the  United  States  for  sheep's  wool  become  more  equalized.  Had 
this  been  th^  case,  I  could  have  induced  some  respectable  merchants  here 
to  send  considerable  missions  of  sheep's  wool  for  sale  to  Boston  in  American 
bottoms,  but  from  the  want  of  detailed  information  often  required  of  me, 
and  which  I  do  not  possess,  of  the  United  States  tariff,  (but  which  I  could 
much  wish  to  be  furnished  with,)  the  wool  shippers  sent  their  purchases 
to  other  markets,  such  as  Marseilles,  Trieste,  London,  and  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  ' 

VV.  B.  LLEWELLYN, 
Hod.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State, 
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Consular  return  of  foreign  vessels  arriving  at^  and  departing  from  Sa- 
lonica,from  the  Isi  of  July  to  3lst  of  December,  1835,  inclusive. 


Naiion  and 
number  of 
vessels. 


Brituih,  3 


Ff  ench,  2 


Aosirian,  10 


SardJDian,  2 


Greek,  313 


Whence. 


Liverpool  &. 
Cardill'. 


Marseilles 


Trieste, 
Alexandria, 
Smyrna,   & 
Consianii- 
nople. 


Genoa,  Leg- 
horn,     and 
Consianti- 
nopK*. 

Syra,  Smyr- 
na, Con- 
stantinople, 
Marseilles, 
Trieste, 
Malta,  Go. 
noa,  and 
Leghorn. 


Import  cargo. 


Export  cargo. 


DesiinaiieD. 


180  tons  bar  iron,  148  bales  man- 
ufactures, 50  boxes  tin  j)lalc'.s, 
21  chests  mdigo,  4  barrels  tin 
bars. 

900  sacks  coflTee,  3  serr-ns  cuchi- 
.  neal,  1,600  Brazil  hides,  lU 
barrels  Pernambuco  wood,  18 
chests  indigo,  13  hogsheads 
su^ar,  6  bales  raanulaciures, 
9  cases  almonds,  15  barrels 
cloves. 
40  barrels  tin  bars,  16  bales 
manufactures,  120  bags  pep 

Eer,  1,350  reams  paper,  13 
arrels    Pernambuco   wood, 

n33  cases  medicine,  582  sacks 
coflVe,  20  hogsheads  sugar, 
18  dhests  indigo,  9  scrrons 
cochineal,  20 puncheons  rum. 

4,000  Brazil  hides,  367  sacks 
coffee,  10  cases  cassia  lignia, 
23  packages  manufactures, 
20  sacks  pepper. 

350  bales  wafer  twist,  48  chests 
indigo,  460  bales  manufac- 
tures, 600  kini.  soap,  5,921 
kini.  i;ai^i«''*»  815  sacks  coffee, 
6,25i  Brazil  hides,  8,304 
Maila  stones,  1,7H0  kinls.  ca- 
robes,  900,000  okes  salt, 
850,000  lemons  and  oraiiges, 
15,000  okes  olives,  1,899  pieces 
Brazil  wood,  17,500okes  wine, 
42  puncheons  rum,  100  Ions 
bar  iron,  48,300  okes  olive 
oil,  102,000  okes  charcoal. 


Sraynia. 


ri,000  lamb  skins, 
8,000    capo! C.N, 
ISO  bbls.  lobnt'cc). 
19  cases  siik,  3 
pack's  sundries. 

4t'9  bales  sheep's 
wool,  27  cases 
silk,  1,344  pairs 
buffalo  horns, 
groups,  ballast, 
and  passengers. 

427  bales  sheep's 
wool,30,0lMJkils. 
wheat,  40,000 
okes  linseed, 
1,894  kils.  honey. 
4  cases  silk,  4i)I 

'  bbls.  tobacco. 


076  bales  sheep's     Marseilles. 
wool,    38    cases 
silk. 


Or.cTir.Var- 

seilk's. 
For  S"iynja. 

Fonreisbi. 


CoDsianiiDiv- 
plc  and 
Trieste. 


15,450  okes  flour, 
112,000  ps.  con- 
strueiion  timber, 
162,300  kils.  grain, 
7; 000  okes  hoi'cy, 
l,3l!»kii!v.busruit, 
.')57  bales  capotes, 
946  bales  tobacco, 
5,100  bales  cotton 
wool,  210,000  okes 
sheep's  wool,  56 
ca.ses  silk,  2,0c^8 
kils.  Sasame  i^Qcd, 
1,224  ks.  valoniea, 
400,000  okes  fil 
berts,  1  case  saf- 
fron. 


•278fi>rSmyr- 
r.  a,  Constan- 
tinople, 
Greece, 
Mari-cillc-S 
TritMt.G?- 
non,     acti 
Leghoiiij 
34    in    ^ay 

Feekin? 

freicbi- 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  annexed,  half  yearly  return,  to  the  31st  December  last,  of  the  arrival  and  departur?  tj^ 
foreign  vessels  ai  and  from  this  port,  does  noi  include  any  belonging  to  ihc  United  Siaff^?  ^ 
however  presents  a  considerable  increase  in  Greek  shipping,  which  may  now, -with  inn  t^j 
competition,  be  considered  as  exclusively  in  possession  of  ihe  immediate  carrying  trade,  a"' 
which,  from  the  commercial  enterprise  and  great  economy  of  Greek  merchanis  anJ  ^'* 
owners,  may  probably  soon  be  extended  to  more  distant  countries.  a^ 

Unconnected  with  the  subjoined  return,  there  have  arrived,  within  the  last  six  montns    . 
.Turkish  vessels  from  Constantinople,  with  troops  and  Goveinmtni  siores,  tl  e  r^^'^m  ^^l^jUj; 
which  consisted  generally  of  grain  and  construction  timber,  for  supplying  the  wauls '^» 
capital  in  these  articles.  . ...» 

W.  B.  LLEWELLy> 

Salonica,  April  29,  183C. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  W.  B,  Lleioellyn  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

iSrcrptanf  of  tSiate^   Waskinsrton.  dated 

Salonica,  Aiigitst  30,  1836. 

Slit;  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting,  herewith,  the  half  yearly  return 
of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  foreign  and  Turkish  vessels,  ending  the 
3Uth  June,  amongst  which  no  American  shipping  appears.  During  the 
last  eight  months  the  import  trade  has  much  suffered,  owing  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  plague  in  town,  and  particularly  so  in  the  interior,  where 
some  consuming  villages  have  become  nearly  depopulated.  The  numerous 
fairs,  which  were  formerly  well  attended,  have  in  consequence  been  partly 
abaijuorieu,  and  the  ie:?uu  i^i  at  prcsenl  an  overstocked  market,  attended 
with  forced  sales.  The  plague,  however,  having  nearly,  if  not  altogether, 
disappeared,  business  may  soon  resume  its  wonted  activity,  and  partially 
relieve  the  holders  of  importations  from  the  loss  to  which  they  were  other- 
wise exposed.  The  importers  of  manufactures  must  have  been  sacrificed 
to  a  very  considerable  extent,  m  order  to  meet  their  engagements,  although 
but  few  failures  have  occurred,  which  maybe  attributed  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  support  which  the  Jew  merchants,  who  are  the  largest  speculators, 
receive  from  each  other  in  case  of  mercantile  misfortunes.  The  cecent 
monopoly  of  coflee  has  created  much  dissatisfaction,  but  hopes  are  enter- 
tained of  its  early  discontinuance.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  submit 
for  your  consideration  the  following  question,  vizj  "  If  imports  from  Amer- 
icii,  in  American  vessels,  arc  sent  to  Trieste,  Smyrna,  Syra,  and  Constanti- 
nople for  sale  to  this  market,  would  it  not  answer  the  purpose  of  shippers 
in  the  United  States  to  forward  their  shipments  direct  to  Salonica?"  It  is 
true,  however,  that  the  long  credits  allowed  to  purchasers  here  might  offer 
an  objection.  On  the  other  hand,  credits  at  Smyrna  and  Constantinople 
are  nearly  the  same,  with  this  difference,  that  -at  the  former  cities  failures 
are  of  frequent  occurrence,  whilst  here  they  are  rare,  and  even  when  they 
happen,  a  large  dividend  is  always  paid,  seldom  less  than  seventy-five  per 
cent.  It  nifght,  therefore,  with  your  approbation,  be  advisable  to  make  a 
trial  of  a  cargo  from  the  United  States  to  Salonica,  in  order  to  form  a 
"depot,"  which  might  afterwards.be  increased  or  diminished,  according  to 
circumstances.  To  carry  this  properly  into  effect,  it  would  require  a  com- 
mercial firm,  possessing  sufficient  capital,  and  not  having  immediate  want 
of  early  returns  in  cash  or  bills  of  exchange,  but  rather  to  barter  pait  of 
the  mission  against  produce,  and  then  to  wait  for  the  remainder  to  balance 
the  speculation.  It  is  after  mature  reflection  that  I  venture  to  recommend 
this  introduction  of  a  direct  communication,  the  result  of  which  could  not, 
I  believe,  be  otherwise  than  a  renewed  and  much  more  extended  inter- 
qourse,  provided  it  should  be  conducted  upon  libera!  terms,  and  with 
that  patience  which  a  first  undertaking  of  a  similar  nature  always  re- 
quires. To  insure  success,  however,  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  only 
Buch  articles  as  are  of  a  current  kind,  and  a  vessel  of  about  250  tons  bur- 
den might  load  as  follows : 

150  tons  ordinary  clean  West  India  coffee,  20  tons  fine  white  Havana, 
Brazil,  or  East  India  sugar,  3  tons  good  purple  and  violet  indigo,  1  ton  best 
grey  or  dark  silver  cochineal,  4  tous  sound  black  pepper,  2  tons  cloi'cs,  10 
tons  prime  St.  Martha  wood.  30  tons  ordinary  stout  piece  goods,  and  an 
assortment  of  -colored  and  printed  American  manufactures,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  how  fur  tlicy  might  coii^pelo  iu  prica  with  thcce  frcm  £ag!a22d. 
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A  cargo  of  the, forcing  description  could  be  sold  here  readily,  and  pro- 
bably  at  a  profit,  soon  after  arrival,  at  an  average  credit  of  four  months,  and  ^ 
payable  cither  in  produce,  cash,  or  bills  of  eichan^e,  in  the  course  of  six  to  ' 
eight  months  aAer  effecting  sale.    Such  an  operation  might  also  have  (be 
emict  of  throwing  the  exclusive  imports  in  colonials  into  the  hands  of 
American  merchants,  from  the  impossibility  of  others  being  able  to  oppose 
them  in  any  shape  whatever.     With  regard  to  exports  hence,  considerable 
activity  has  recently  taken  place  in  them,  particularly  in  sheep's  wool, 
lamb  skins,  silk,  cptton  wool,  sheep  skins,  seeds,  grain,  tobacco,  and  coarse 
woollens,  the  latter  extensively  consumed  throughout  the  Levant,  for  warm 
and  cheap  clothing,  amongst  sailors,  and  the  poorer  classes  of  individuals. 
Heavy  losses  have,  however,  been  sustained  in  cotton  wool  speculations, 
owing  to  a  short  supply  and  defective  quality  ;  and  the  enormous  advance 
in  the  price  of  silk  cocoons  is  also  likely  to  leave  a  similar  result  this  year,  as 
the  cost  on  board  of  fine  silk,  in  imitation  of  that  produced  in  Italy,  will     | 
stand  in  at  least  about  five  dollars  the  pound  weight.    A  disposition  was    j' 
Daanifested,  duriflg  the  wool  season,  to  send  several  Cargoes  to  Boston,  but 
which  was  afterwards  abandoned,  as  the  applications  addressed  to  me  per- 
sonally, towards  ascertaining  the  nature  of  duties  levied  on  sheep's  wool, 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  answered  ;  nor  can  they  be  answered  until  Gov- 
ernment shall  have  decided  upon  an  equalized  duty,  as  the  present  tariflfis 
h  complete  exclusion  for  missions  of  this  article  hence. 

A  late  firman  from  Constantinople  levies  a  double  duty  on  silk  exporta- 
tions,  but  the  contemplated  remonstrances  from  the  British  and  French 
ambassadors  may  perhaps  do  away  with  this  fresh  exaction.  The  grain 
crop  has  been  abundant  this  year,  but  the  wants  required  by  the  Turkish 
Government  may  probably  impede  commercial  speculations,  although  it  is 
evident  that  merchants,  in  giving  a  higher  price,  may,  in  bribing  the  local 
authorities,  succeed  in  executing  the  large  orders  given  to  several  houses 
here.  Barlev  is  the  only  article  which  has  been  unproductive,  and  rerf 
high  prices  for  it  are  consequently  demanded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

tion.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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ular   return  ^of '  foreign  vessels  arriving  at  and  deparing  from 
Salonica,  from  1st  January  to  30th  June^  1836,  inclusive. 


land 
»erof 
Is. 


^2 


Marseilles 
and  Smyrna. 


an,  3 


Ji,2 


lan,  7 


IQ,  1 


,168 


When^. 


Leghorn  * 


Lirerpool  - 


Triest,  Con- 
stanlinoplei 
Akexanaria, 
and  Smyrna. 


Constanil- 
nople. 

Peros, 
Syra, 
Smyrna, 
Constanti- 
nople, 
Trieste, 
Alexandria, 
Marseilles, 
Athens, 
Scio^&c 


Import  cargo. 


24  bales  mannfactnres,  22 
barrels  copperas,  79  hug- 
heads  sugar,  2  cases 
drugs,  1,200  Brazil  hides^ 
257  sacks  coffee,  61  pack- 
ages glassware,  15  pack- 
ages cloves. 

2,000  Brazil  hides,  70  bar- 
rels  sugar,  350  sacks  cof- 
fee, 15  bales  Brazil  wood, 
18  bags  pepper,  3  cases 
red  bonnets,  'dO  bales  man- 
ufactures. 

252  bales  manufactures,  24 
chests  iudigo,  150  sacks 
coffee,  17  barrels  tin  bars, 
300  ca&es  tin  plates,  10  bar- 
rels salmon,  350  kintals 
iron.  49  kintals  logwood. 

100  bales  manufactures, 
100  barrels  tin  bars,  15 
cases  red  bonnets,  800 
sacl»  coffee,  15  bales 
Brazil  wood,  18  bags  pep- 
per, 42  cases  paper,  10 
cases  drugs,  1,350  Brazil 
hides,  11  bales  salam- 
moniac,  50  barrels  shot, 
10  cases  nutmegs,  1  case 
watches,  130  barrels  su- 
gar, 5  cases  books,  45  bar- 
rels copperas,  50  cases 
glass  ware,  10  barrels 
cloYes,  16  cases  cassia, 
lignia,  8  seroons  cochi- 
neal, 17  chests  indigo,  10 
cases  tin  plates. 

1,400  Black  sea  hides,  10 
cases  sugar,  8  bales  cotton 
twist.    , 

1,600,000  lemons,  800,000 
oranges,  300  sacks  dates, 
2,500  Brazil  hides,  400 
Black  sea  hides,  12  cases 
cassia  l^ia,  30O  barrels 
sailed  &h,  1,2U8  sacks 
coffee,  14  pieces  Brazil 
wood,  150  sacks  pepper, 
27  hogsheads  rum,  15 
chests  indigo,  80  barrels 
sugar,  36  cas^  paper, 
180,000  okes  olires,  16 
cases  cloves,  50,000  okes 
wine,  1,500  kintals  soap, 
300  kintals  Sesame  seed, 
12  cases  liquors,  18  se- 
roons cochineal,  385  tons 
iron,  60  barrels  tin  bars, 
340  casei  tin  plates,  1,430 
passengers. 


Export  cargo. 


221  balescotton  wool, 
163  bales  sheep's 
wool,  13  bales  bees 
wax,  21  bales  silk, 
1,485  pairs  Bufihlo 
horns. 

300  bales  cotton  wool, 
15  bales  bees  wax, 
200  bales  tobacco, 
1 ,300  sacks  linseed. 


40  bales  sheep's  woo], 
100  bales  coarse 
woollens. 


400  bales  cotton  wool, 
16  bales  sheep's 
wool,  300  kintals 
linseed,  13  cases 
silks,  60  bales  sheep 
skins,  2,357  killos 
rye,  32,000  killos 
wheat,  1,750  killos 
Indian  com,  11,166 
killos  hemp  seed, 
3%  bales  oi  tobac- 
co. 


Construction  timber. 


80,000  killos  wheat, 
70,000  okes  Unseed, 
24,00i)  killos  rye, 
12,600  killos  Indi- 
an com,  24,800  kil- 
los barley,  3,300 
iMiles  coarse  wool- 
lens,  690  kintals 
barrilla,14,000okes 
honey,  3,000  okes 
beeswax,  1,500  kin- 
tals tobacco,  18,300 
okes  rice,  36,000 
okes  flour,  1,800 
bales  cotton  wool, 
1,400  bales  sheep's 
wool,  25,000  lamb 
skins,  30  cargoes 
fire  wood,  construc- 
tion timber,  stares, 
charcoal,  1,380  pas- 
seni^ers. 


Destination. 


1  for  Marseilles, 
and  1  seeking 
freight. 


Trieste  and  Leg- 
horn. 


Smyrna,  for  fill- 
ing up. 


Trieste,  Constan- 
tinople, and  Al" 
exandria. 


Athens. 


Athens,  SmymH^ 
Syra.  Constan- 
tinople, Trieste. 
Legnom,  and 
Marseilles. 
Remaming 
in  port  -  21 
Loaded      -  147 


\ 
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CONSULAR  RETURN— Continued. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

.  The  annexed  half  yearly  returns  to  30th  Inne,  1836,  presents  the  arrival  of  182  vessels,  of 
which  IGO  have  found  employment,  the  remaining  22  being  engaged  at  remaneraung 
freights.  It  will  be  seen  that  ine  present  return  shows  a  diminution  of  Greek  vessels,  com- 
pared with  the  return  to  3 1st  December,  1835,  which  is  occasioned  by  the  existence  of  the 
plague  at  Salonica  ^luring  the  last  three  months,  when  Greek  vessels  arriving  here  were 
subjected  to  a  quarantine,  varying:  from  ten  to  twenty  days,  according  to  circumstances,  and 
from  the  infected  places  whence  they  arrived,  as  the  plague  was  at  that  period  general  throogh- 
out  Turkey.  In  addition  to  the  vessels  Contained  in  the  subjoined  return,  there  have  arrived 
within  the  last  six  moatlrs  19  Turkish  brigs  from  Smyrna,  Constantinople,  and  Alexandria, 
the  import  cargoes  of  which  consisted  of  SOjOOO  okes  oil,  10,000  okes  olives,  150  bales  manu- 
factures, 820  sacks  coffee,  36  chests  ibdi^o,  2  seioous  Cocliineal,  350  ba,rrcli  salted  fish,  1,200 
Turkish  troops,  and  85  ho^shcad.s  s'irrar.  Export  cnrgo  of  the  same,  viz ;  40,000  killos  what, 
20,000  killos  barley,  340  pa.sseDgers,  destined  for  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  and  Alexandria. 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

Salonica,  June  30.  183G. 


a 

{ 
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Extraei  of  a  letter  from  W.  B.  Llewelyn  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsjfth, 

Skci^turjf  of  State^  WttshmgioUj  dated 

United  States  Consulate, 

^Sidonica,  March  15, 1837. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  of  transmitting,  herewith',  the  half  yearly  report 
of  shipping  at  this  port,  ending  the  31st  December  last,  and  which  would 
have  been  forwarded  sooner  had  I  not,  as  usual,  met  with  delay  in  re- 
ceiving the  necessary  details  from  the  Greek  consulate  and  the  Turkish 
custom-hopse. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  present  return,  which  unfortunately  does  not 
include  one  American  vessel,  that  trade  in  general  Jhas  not  decreased  of 
late.  The  markets  here  indeed  may  be  considered,  as  regards  imports, 
inadequately  supplied  for  meeting  actual  wants  of  consumers,  particularly  . 
in  colonial  produce,  but  which  may  soon  be  partially  furnished  from  the 
early  eicpedted  arrival  of  several  valuable  cargoes  from  England  and  the 
south  of  Europe.  Our  bazars,  after  several  failures  with  arrangements 
for  paying  upon  an  average  fifty  per  cent.,  are  now  considered  solventi 
and  anxious  to  purchase  largely  for  first  arrivals,  upon  terms,  as  to  price, 
considerably  better  than  any  other  market  in  Turkey,  but  as  usual  upon 
rather  long  credits,  with,  however,  the  eertainty  of  ultimate  payment  £br 
outstandings.  In  e:n)ortations,  considerable  operations  have  been  efiected 
in  sheep's  wool,  lamD  skins,  olive  oil,  cotton  wool,  sheep  skins,  sponges, 
silk,  oil,  seeds,  tobacco,  Indian  com,  barley,  Aborts,  rye,  honey,  beeswax, 
construction  timber,  capotes,  firewood,  planks,  and  barrel  staves;  a  great 
portion  of  which  were  shipped  at  Caralia,  Orfano,  lyiount  Athos,  Yolo,  and 
other  ports,  the  details  of  whidi  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained.  The 
estimate,  however,  as  relates  to  Macedonia,  for  imports,  may  be  ccdculated 
for  the  previous  six  months,  to  31st  of  December,  1836,  at  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  exports  at^  double  this  aHaount,  including  the 
cBffisrent  ports  in  question,  together  with  Salonica ;  from  which  it  is  evident ' 
that  Salonica,  after  Constantinople  and  SlnJ^ml^  is,  without  exception,  the 
most  extensive  trading  port  in  ail  Turkey,  and  1  am  therefore  confident  in 
expecting  the  commercial  enterprise  of  the  United  States  may,  ere  long, 
take  a  prominent  position  in  the  employment  of  part  of  its  shipping  and 
capital  to  this  part  of  Turkey  in  Bntme,  under  the  certainty  that  it  would 
yield  a  profitable  and  satisfactory  result. 
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Consular  retttrn  of  vessels  artiving  at, and  departing  from  Sdlmka^ 
from  the  \st  of  July  to  the  ^\st  of  December ,  1836,  inclusive^ 


Nation,  and 
nutnber  of 
vessels. 


British,  3  - 


Ionian,  3 


French, 3 


Austrian,  3 


Sardinian,  3 


»Grcek,  215, 
of  which 
98  are  ill 
ballast. 


Whence. 


Liverpool  - 


Corfu,  Zantc, 
&.  Candia. 


Marseilles « 


Trieste 


Le&rhom  and 


pgnom  i 
Genoa. 


Europe, 
Greece, 
Egypt,  and 
Turkey. 


Import  cargo.. 


387  packages  manufac- 
tures, 80  cases  tin  plates, 
20  barrels  tin  bars.  30 
hogsh'ds  sugar,  10  chests 
indigo,  220  bags  coffee. 

J^  kintals  soap,  300  bar. 
rels  wine,  1,800  kintals 
carobes,  42  passengers. 


1,000  Brazil  hides,  10  se- 
roons  cochineal,195  pack- 
ages sugar,  16  cases  tea, 
24  bales  manufactures, 
320  bags  coffee,  70  bags 
pepper.  200  baskets  glass 
ware,  45  cases  sundries. 

364  bags  coffee,  40  cases 
glass  ware,  5  cases  mir- 
rors, 17  cases  course  pa- 
per, 37  ^ales  manulac- 
tnres,  4  packages  hard- 
ware, 42  cases  sugar,  18 
cases  drugs,  37  cases 
steel,  18  cases  nails,  3 
cases  printed  boolra,  16 
chests  indigo.  14  seroons 
cochineal,  30  tons  pot.a- 
toes,  42  packages  sun- 
dries. 

2,000  BrazU  hides,  300  kin- 
tals  bar  iron,  8  seroons 
cochineal,  12  chests  in- 
digo, 80  sacks  pepper, 
820  sacks  coffee,  180  kin- 
tals rice,  15  bales  paper. 
160  qts.  stock  fish,  70 
cases  wine,  26  bales  man- 
ufactures, 32  bales  sun- 
dries. 

1,242  bales  manufactures, 
420  bales  water  twist, 
1,250,000  oranges  and 
lemons,  2,000  kint's  dried 
raisins^,500  kint's  dried 
figs,  WO  barrels  wine, 
90,000  kintals  salt,  300 
kintals  ardent  f^irits. 
1,850  kintals  soap,  56 
barrels  tin  bars,  380  cases 
tin  plates,  160  bbls.  nails, 
240  cases  steel,  530  pack- 
ages sugar,  1,296  bags 
coffee,  2,800  Brazil  hides, 
1,820  packages  dates, 
S;000  kmtals  iron,  140 
packagfes  incense,  82 
chests  indigo,  13  seroons 
cochineal,  1,200  kintals 


Export  cargo. 


Ballast 


1,000  kintals  flonr, 
400  kintals  biscuit. 
860  kintals  dried 
beans,  170  cases 
paste. 

1,260  bales  sheep's 
wool,  320  bales  cot- 
ton wool,  95  cases 
silk,  1,332  kintals 
linseed,  15,000  buf- 
fab  horns,  380  b'les 
sheepskins. 

148  Dales  sheep's 
wool,  21  casessilks, 
44  bales  silk  co- 
coons, 12  bales  bees- 
wax, 400  kintals 
liiLseed,  324  bales 
cotton  wool,  330 
barrels  leeches. 


1,987    bales 
wool. 


cotton 


2,000  okes  carobes, 
8,000  kintals  tobac- 
co, 4,000  pieces 
construction  tim- 
ber, 1,215  bales  ca- 
potes, 820  passen- 
^rs.  750  pilgrims, 
350  horses,  860cat- 
lie,  3j000  okes  ho- 
ney, 70.000  barrel 
staves,  45,900  lamb 
and  sheepskins, 
30,000  kintals  fire- 
wood, 800  kintals 
rice,  1,400  kintals 
dried  beans,  49,130 
kintals  Indian  com, 
816  bales  sheep's 
wool,  940  bales  cot* 


DestinatioD. 


f:se 


Smyrna. 


Candia    and 
Zante. 


Marseilles. 


Trieste. 


-  «9 


hegho 
Gen 


horn  lA^ 
oa. 


^  - 


Eoiope, 
Greece  ani 
Turkey,  171 
vessels.  38 
in  port  seek- 
ing freight 


4' 
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3,  and 
ibcrof 
els. 


Whence. 


sb,  35 


Constantino- 
ple. Tripoli, 
and  Smjn^ 
na. 


Import  cargo. 


-^ 


olive  oil,  82,500  okes 
olives,  48  packages  sun- 
dries, ballast. 


15,000  okes  filberts.  320 
bags  coffee,  85  hogsheads 
snear,  14  chests  indigo, 
31  barrels  cloves,  88  sacks 
pepper,  5,400  kintals  salt, 
80,(K)0  oranges  &lemon& 
650  barrels  salt  fish,2i»00 
infantry  troops,  1<|400  Kin- 
tals provisions,  800  kin- 
tals ammunition,  740 
bales  maaufactares,  620 
passen£^ers,  850  negro  fe- 
male ^ves,  2B0  kintals 
copperas,  120  tons  bar 
iron^  15  crates  earthen 
ware,  40  packages  glass 
ware,  87  packages  sun- 
dries. 


Export  cargo. 


Destination. 


ton  wool,  34  cases 
silks,  85  packages 
beeswax,  13,560  fir 
planks,  8.320  okes 
paste,  1,^  okes 
snuff,  10,600  kil's 
barlej,  15,800  kil's 
rye,  140  packages 
sundries. 
60,680  kil's  wheat, 
25,086  kil's  barley, 
15,900  kil's  Indian 
com,  386  passen- 
gers. 


Constantino- 
ple. 


Turkish  kintal  is  equal  to  44  okes,  the  oke  equal  to  about  2|  lbs.  English  weight,  and 
rkish  killo  upon  an  average  18  to  20  okes. 


upon  an  average 

ijRD  States  Combolatb, 

SaianUaf  Decemder  31,  1836. 


W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 
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Extract  of  a  letler  frcm  W.  B.  LtmosUf^nila  Hon.  Jbb^  Forsyth,  Secntari 

of  State,  Washington,  dated 

UniTBD  StTATES  CONSIII.ATS, 

Salonica,  August  2A,  l9Sr. 

SfR :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmittioff,  herewith,  the  half-yearly  shipping 
return  to  the  30th  of  June,  which  would  sooner  have  l)een  forwarded  but 
for  the  existence  of  the  plague,  added  to  the  usual  delays  in  receiving  the 
necessary  details  from  the  sundry  consulates  for  completinff  the  document 
It  will  he  seen  by  the  eoclosed  return  that  the  extent  of  snippos^  and  of 
imports  has  rather  decreased  within  the  last  six  months.  This,  however, 
is  the  natural  consequence  of  the  commercial  crisis  which  ha9  more  or 
less  affected  all  U^ading  ports ;  and  perhaps  Salonica  may,  after  bavine 
partially  experienced  the  gen^nl  convulsion,  be  considered  the  most  solid 
city  in  all  Turkey,  as  no  instaiuse  of  a  iaihire  or  even  suspension  lias 
occurred,  although  protested  bills  to  the  amount  of  more  than  nineteea 
millions  of  piastres  were  returne4  for  non  payment  most  of  them  for 
authorized  advances  against  the  pujrehase  of  pvoduoe,  and  the  remainder 
in  drawing  against  buls  of  lading  ai^er  paying  the  invoice  cost.  The 
drawers  of  these  bills,  however^  made  good  tneir  epgagements  at  a  heavy 
loss  of  sixty  per  cent.,  as  the  produce  which  they  thus  purchased  remained 
for  their  account  and  sold  at  a  heavy  sacrifice,  while  those  who  gave  orders 
for  the  purchases  had  failed  withbut  payiqg  any  dividend.  It  would 
appear  that  the  prices  paid  for'Tuckey  produfie,  fpr  some  years  nast,  have 
far  exceeded  their  actual  value,  whicfh,  however,  may  in  some  manner  be 
explained  by  a  nearly  approximate  rise  in  European  exchanges},  and  the 
consequent  advance  of  the  dpilar;  but  tTiis  eaikulation,  as  to  ultinnte 
results,  having  proved  to  be  erroneous,  a  sudden  reaction  took  place,  which 
hws'T«eanced  several  respectable  houses  from  a  state  of  oompanrtive  opulence 
to  thiU'of  laientiiptty*  jn  the  mean  time  our  bazars  are  perfectly  solvent, 
and  the  few  recent  failures  which  have  taken  placa«noDg[lhem is apiDof 
of  their  present  solidity. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  imports  stated  in  the  enclosed  return  have  leen 
placed,  with  very  few  exceptions,  and  upon  favorable  terms,  and  stocks  of 
current  goods  in  first  hands  are  becoming  scarce.  The  greatest  declioe,in 
recent  prices,  has  been  for  Bjitish  manufactures,  iron,  tin,  and  earthen 
ware  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  colonials  in  general  have  be^n  well  supported, 
with  but  little  decline  in  price,  and  positive  appearance  of  early  improve- 
ment. As  regards  exports,  a  considerable  reduction  upon  last  year's  pricei 
has  already  taken  place,  and  a  further  decline  is  confidently  expected.  Tb 
coni  harvest  has  been  very  productive,  and  grain  of  all  descriptions  coal^ 
be  procured,  if  permission  were  given  for  free  speculations. 
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Consular  return  of  vessels  arrivih^  at  and  dbparting  from  Salonicaj 
.from  January  1  to  June  30,  1837,  inclusive. 


Nation  and  No. 
of  vessels. 


British,         3 
Liverpool. 


Maltese     and 
Ionian,     12 
Malta, 
Smyrna, 

CoDstantiDople, 
Candia, 
Alexandria. 


French,         2 
Marseilles. 


Aostrian, 

Trieste, 

Leghorn. 


Sardinian, 

Leghorn, 

Genoa. 


Import  cargo. 


*291  bales  manafactures,  18 
chests  indigo,  125  tons  iron, 
15  barrels  tin  bars,  GO  cases 
tin  plates,  S  seroons  cochi- 
neal, 320  bags  coffee,  56 
sacks  pepper. 

115  bales  manufactures,  10 
tons  copper,  15tbns  rice,  150 
killoes  soap,  1,500  killoes 
salt,  12,000  Malta  stones,  70 
dozen  chairs,  16,000  okes 
ardent  spirits^  11,500  okes 
wine,  650  quintals  soap,  18 
quintals  salt  fish,  18  hhds. 
sugar,  129  bags  coffee,  IS 
chests  indigo,  35  packages 
sundries. 

See  return  to  December  31  ^ 
1836,  for  arriv^al  of  one 
French  vessel. 


219  cases  glass  ware,  120 
packages  sugar.  500  dozen 
empty  bottles,  6  cases  qui- 
nine, 150  imitation  shawls, 
980  Brazil  hides,  1  case  hard- 
ware, 180  bags  coffee.  19 
bbls.  pepper,  4  chests  inaigo, 
3  seroons  cochineal,  28  doz. 
chairs,  300  doz.  wine,  14 
packages  earthen  ware,  12 
cases  red  bon]lets,3d0  dames' 
jeans,  40  tons  dye  wood,  stm* 
dry  small  parcels. 

268  packages  steel,  3  packa- 
ges quicksilver,  1,430  sacks 
cofffee,  1,548  packages  paper. 
76  cases  manufactures.  1,568 
Brazil  hides,  256  packages 
soan,  32  cases  drugs,  41 
pacKages  hardware,  250 
brntals  vitriol,  25  packages 
furniture,  130  boxes  tin 
plates,  40  bbls.  tin  bars,  48 
packages  glass  ware,  156 
kintals  lead  shot,  95  bags 

r!pper,  350  pieces  pig  lead, 
packages  silk  stuffs,  2,600 
Venetian  plank,  142  packa- 
ges sugar,  80  French  clocks 
and  watches,  735  Swiss 
watches,  12  chests  indigo, 
18  tons  avewoods,  6  seroons 
cochineal,  148  bales  cotton 
twist,  sundry  small  parcels. 
820  sacks  coffee,  19  chests  in- 
digo, 145  packages  sugar, 
l,2iB0  iron  bars,  4  seroons 
cochineal,  15  bblst  tin  bars, 


Export  cargo. 


fn  ballast 


12;500  killos  wheat,  1,800 
killos  biscuit,  58  pairs  pis- 
tols, 20,000  okes  dried  peas, 
8,500  okes  horse  beans,  1,250 
qumtals  rye,  1,8*20  quintals 
Ilidian  corn. 


327  bales  sheep's  wool,  187 
bales  cotton  wool,  93  sacks 
Ivnseed,  120  okes  beeswax, 
13,500  pairs  Bn^lo  horns, 
35  bales  silk,  180  okes  cotton 
seed. 

773  bales  cotton  wool,  166 
bales  sheep's  wool,  12  cases 
silk,  12,000  hare  skins,  1,850 
pairs  Buffalo  horns,  several 
passengers,  and  sundry 
groups  of  money. 


864  bales  cotton  wool,  25,468 
killoeA  Indian  com,  13,000 
okes  honey,  passengers  and 
spetie. 


10,000  killos  Indian  corn, 
14,000  killos  wheal,  200 
bales  cotton  wool,  850  bbls. 
leeches. 


Destination. 


Smyrna. 


Malta, 
Archipelago, 
Smyrna, 
Constantinople, 
Candia,  and 
Ionian  islands. 


Marseilles. 


Trieste. 


\ 


Trieste, 
Leghoin,  and 
Genoa. 
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Nation  and  Na 
of  vessels. 


Greek,       298 

Marseillesj 

Leghorn, 

Venice, 

Trieste, 

Malta, 

Archipelago, 

Smyrnaj 
Constantinople, 

Alexandria. 


Turkish,      38 
Constaniino- 
ple,  Smyrna, 
&.C.  &c. 


Import  cafga 


280  cases  tin  plates,  13  cases 
(Cassia  lignia,  48  sacks  pep- 

?er,  68  bales  Brazil  wood, 
5  cases  silk  staffs,  48  bales 
manufactnres,  15  packages 
glass  Ware,  10  cases  liquors, 
17  packages  paste,  52  bales 
cotton  twist,  48  packages 
medicines,  15  hhos.  hard- 
ware, 600  doz.  empty  bot- 
tles, 16  packages  wine,  22 
cases  red  bonnets,  14  packa- 
ges f'lrnilure,  58bbls.  vitriol, 
12  seroons  cochineal,  62 
bbls.  nails,  sundry  small 
parcels. 

1,468,500  lemons  and  oranges, 
850,000  okes  salt,  68,750 
okes  wine,  1,500  kintals 
vitches,  2,378  bars  iron,3,780 
kintals  dates,  1,720  kintals 
soap,  150  kintals  tar,  40,850 
okes  olive  oil,  82  bbls.  tin 
bars,  462  kintals  dyewoods, 
175  cases  steel,  182  bbls.  salt 
fish,  142  sacks  pepper,  7,850 
Brazil  hides,  169  packages 
sugar,  1,000  kintais  carol- 
beans,  80  packages  glass 
ware,25,000  Malta  stones,  24 
bbls.  lead  shot,  1,820  kintals 
olives,  16  cases  red  bonnets, 
4,856  kintals  filberts,  926 
sacks  coffee,  184  packages 
manufactured,  78  chests  in- 
digo, 2,500  kintals  dried  rai- 
sins. 

3  cargoes  ammunition,  15 
vessels  with  troops,  9  with 
soldiers'  clothing,  3  vessels 
with  artillery,  2  vessels  with 
specie,  148  packages  mer- 
cnandise,  85  passengers,  126 
sacks  coffee,  12  cases  indigo, 
45  tons  iron  bars. 


Export  cargo. 


2,027  bales  capotes.  28  cargoes 
construction  timber,  60,000 
okes  buUer,  58,200  okes  lin- 
seed oil,  134,000  killos 
grain,  17,820  bales  tobacco, 
800  packages  snuff,  18,200 
killos  rice,  875  bales  cotton 
wool,  326  bales  sheep's  wool, 
13,280  okes  beeswax,38  cases 
fine  silks,  57  bales  ordinary 
silk,  187,580  barrel  staves, 
42,320  okes  red  cavin,  1,927 
salted  hides.3,580  okes  paste, 
10,856  okes  biscuit,  114  bales 
cordage,  875  b/u-rels  cord- 
age, 40.000  okes  horns, 
84,200  okes  filberts,  26,850 
okes  walnuts,  308,500  okes 
almonds,  185,620  lamb 
skins,  15,000  okes  cheese, 
48,320  okes  garlick. 

28  cargoes  grain,  7j:argoes 
construction  timber.  2  car- 
goes returned  troops,  one 
vessel  vith  sundry  parcels 
and  passengers. 


Destination. 


Of  which  load- 
ed as  per  con- 
tra for  the  sun- 
dry ports 
therein  men- 
tioned, viz: 
276  loaded,  22 
in  port  on 
freight  for  load- 
ing grain,  &c 


Constaniinopie. 


The  killo  is  equal  in  measure  to  a  Winchester  bushel ;  the  kintal  is  composed  of  44  okes; 
the  oke  is  computed  at  2|  lbs.  English  weight. 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

Salonica,  June  30,  1837. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from    W.  B.  Llewellyn  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

^  Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  dated 

United  States  Consulate, 

Salonica,  January  29, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting,  herewith,  a  yearly  return  of 
commerce  daring  1837.  The  enclosed  return,  in  its  present  and  perhaps 
improved  form,  shows  no  improvement  in  imports^  and  little,  if  any,  in  ex- 
ports ;  but  trade  in  general,  although  considerably  diminished,  is  daily 
becoming  gradually  more  solid,  as  an  opportunity  h;is  been  afforded  by  the 
recent  deplorable  commercial  crisis,  of  ascertailiing  the  solidity  of  our 
dealers,  manv  of  whom  previously  had  a  fictitious  credit,  and  in  under- 
taking speculations  which  their  actual  means,  in  case  of  loss,  did  not  war- 
rant, and  could  not  cover. 

The  total  absence  of  American  vessels  is  cerlainly  a  subject  of  regret  to 
me,  and  to  all  Salonica,  the  merchants  of  which  would  hail  with  pleasure 
a  direct  intercourse  between  two  countries,  both  of  which  might,  in  all 
probcLbiUty,  receive  a  remunerating  result,  in  reciprocal  cpmmercial  opera- 
tions ;  and  to  introduce  which  would  only  require  a  sidallcommencementon 
the  part  of  American  merchants,  in  sendinfi^  an  assorted  cargo  for  sale,  and 
in  receiving  for  payment  produce  of  Macedonia. 

With  the  greatest  consideration  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

W.  B.  LLEWELLYN. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 
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Extract  of  a  letter^  from  George  R,   Oliddon,  United  States  Consul  at 

Cairo,  dated 

New  York,  April  16, 1837. 

The  relations  between  America  and  Egfypt  date  from  the  establishment 
of  a  consul  at  Alexandria,  and  the  visit  of  the  United  States  sloop  Concord, 
under  Captain  M.  C.  Perry,  in  1832.  Up  to  that  period,  within  the  recol- 
lection of  the  writer,  from  1818,  only  one  American  vessel  of  war  and  one 
American  merchantman  had  visited  the  port  of  Alexandria.  Since  1832, 
the  frequent  arrivals  ot  American  citizens  travelling  through  the  east,  the 
visit  paid,  in  1834,  by  the  Delaware  and  Shark,  under  Commodore  D.  Pat- 
terson, and  the  still  more  recent  tour  of  the  United  States  squadron,  under 
Commodore  Elliott,  last  October,  have  rendered  the  American  name  fami- 
liar to  the  Pasha's  Government ;  and  the  writer  need  only  appeal  to  the 
testimony  of  the  respective  commanders,  officers,  and  travellers,  to  confirm 
the  high  standing  of  the  American  flag  in  the  eyes  of  Mohammed  Ali.  In 
this  interval  only  two  American  merchantmen  have  touched  at  the  port  of 
Alexandria,  and  no  direct  commerce  has  hitherto  resulted  between  the  two 
countries. 

Referring  to  the  voluminous  details  and  reports  contained  in  the  despatches 
of  the  United  States  Consul  for  Alexandria,  transmitted,  in  the  first  instance, 
through  the  Legation  at  Constantinople,  and  latterly  directly  to  the  De-* 
partment  ot  State,  for  explanations  and  historical  narrative  of  events,  the 
writer  will  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  relative  position  of  America  and 
Egypt. 

From  the  establishment  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Sublime  Porte,  and  since  the  recognition  of  her  Consulates  in  the  Levant, 
American  trade  with  Egypt  and  its  dependencies  has  stood  upon  the  foot- 
ing with  the  most  favored  nations ;  and  although  no  interchange  of  com- 
merce has  hitherto  resulted  between  the  two  countries,  the  hindrances  have 
proceeded  from  causes  over  which  neither  Government  had  any  control. 
Indeed,  the  writer  and  his  father  have  had  repeated  assurances  from  the 
leading  men  of  the  Pasha's  court,  that  every  advantage  that  could  be  given 
in  favor  of  American  trade  would  be  extended  to  it  by  Mohammed  Ali,  so 
far  as  could  be  done  without  compromising  his  relations  with  England 
and  France.    The  main  obstacles  are  derivea  from  the  following  sources : 

In  the  first  place,  the  staple  exports  of  Egypt  and  America  consisting  of 
productions  in  every  respect  similar,  and  consumed  at  ports  foreign  to  both 
countries,  in  bulky  articles,  such  as  cotton,  rice,  pulses,  grains  of  various 
kinds,  tobacco,  coffee,  hides,  indigo,  ice,  fee,  articl(»,  some  of  which  if  not 
grown  immediately  in  either  country,  can  be  procured  from  more  accessible 
places  at  a  cheaper  rate,  there  can  be  no  exchange  with  reciprocal  advan- 
tage, and  capital  can  be  so  well  employed  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Egypt,  without  connexion  with  each  other,  that  on  neither  side  has  there 
been  any  motive  to  seek  a  new  trade,  or  to  force  commercial  relations. 

Secondly.  The  ignorance  which  exists  in  both  countries  with  regard  to 
each  others  Governmenf,  commerce,  institutions,  aiid  people,  has  on  the 
one  side  prevented  the  American  merchant  from  embarking  into  an  enter- 
prise apparently  fraught  with  uncertainty ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  great  mer- 
chant and  proprietor  of  Egypt's  soil,  slnd  the  numerous  traffickers  of  all 
nations  established  in  that  country,  have  always  had  ample  employment,  . 
without  turning  their  attention  to  each  others  national  wants. 

Thirdly.  The  fact,  that  although  directly  between  Egypt  and  America 


there  has  been  no  barter  of  their  respective  commodities,  yet  wheti  either 
of  them  had  any  real  occasion  for  the  other,  they  were  supplied  through 
inierfnediate  ports.    The  drugs,  gums,  salts,  seeds,  spices,  and  an  amn- 
ity  of  articles,  the  production  of  Egypt  herself  or  of  the  countries  tributary 
to  her  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  alon^  the  coasts  of  the  Red  sea,  or  in  Syria^ 
find  their  way  to  America  through  India,,  on  the  one  hand,  or  through  the 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Archipelago  on  the  other ;  while  Egypt  is 
supplied  with  almost  every  article  of  American  growth,  or  from  colouies 
situated  in '  her  extensive  waters,  from  the  same  intermediate  ports,  to  an 
extent  that  would  surprise  the  American  citieeiis,  and  prove  that,  altbougfa 
no  direci  communication  exists  between  Egypt  and  America^  still  their 
respective  necessities  hold  them  indirectly  in  connexion  ;  though  the  profits 
are  madfi^  by  the  foreign  merchant  at  the  place  of  transit,  and  the  freights  oi 
the  carrying  trade  are  swallowed  up  by  foreign  shipping.    The  consul  at 
Alexandria  has  directed  all  his  efforts  towards  exciting  an  interest  amongst 
the  American  merchants  concerning  the  trade  which  might  be  carried  on 
with  Egypt,  while  he  h^s  labored  towards  impressing  on  the  Egyptian 
Government  the  special  advantages  the  Pasha  would  derive  from  looidiig 
to  America  as  a: country  from  which  he  could  draw  Whatever  suf^lies  be 
required  for  his  arsenals,  navies,  and  armies.    But  so  many  were  the  cb" 
stoclesto  overcome,  and  such  a  mass  of  information  was  necessary,  before 
sufficient  inducements  could  be  offered  to  the  Egyptian  Governmeot  to- 
wards launching  into  relation^  with  a  country  which,  however  ^reat  its 
population,  riches,  institutions,  and  power,  \^y  at  a  distance  of  six  thoff- 
sand  miles  from  the  Valley  of  the  Nile,  and  w>  many  the  difficulties  thrown 
in  the  way  by  merohants  of  other  countries,  who  were  fearful  of  kwioj 
their  gains  by  American  competition,  that  years  required  to  transpire  before 
the  views  of  the  Pasha  could  be  awakened  with  regard  to  America,  or 
turned  out  of  the  regular  beaten  track  of  England,  France^  and  other  com- 
mercial nations. 

J'rom  various  authentic  sources,  during  his  long  residence  in  Cairo,  and 
in  answer  to  queries  frequently  directed  to  glean  information  on  all  subjects 
which  could  interest  American  relations,  the  writer  has  ascertained  thattbe 
trade  with  the  wild  nations  of  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  the  whale  fishery 
on  the  African  and  Arabian  coasts^  is  carried  on  by  American  vessels,  to  an 
extent  but  little  appreciated,  excepting  by  a  few  merchants  of  certain  cities 
of  the  tFnited  States,  who  keep  their  profitable  business  a  profound  secret. 
To  use  the  words  of  a  highly  scientific  traveller  and  experienced  British 
officer  of  the  East  India  Company's  marine  service,  whom  the  writer  met 
last  year  in  Cairo,  "go  where  you,  will,  on  the  wildest  shores  of  Africa, 
froin  Madagascar  to  the  Persian  gulf,  there  is  hardly  a  petty  harbor  or 
sheltered  bay  large  enough  to  admit  a  square-rigged  crcit,  but  you  will  find 
a  Yankee  boiling  his  oil,  repairing  his  vessel,  ot  in  a  tent,  planted  on  shore, 
driving  a  hard  kirgain  with  the  natives." 

Every  year  there  have  been  several,  but,,  the  writer  Imows  that  in  1835 
tlnree  American  traders  were  at  Mocha  treating  for  coffee.  In  1836,  as 
American  whaler,  fishing  off  Secotra,  was  spoken  by  a  company's  cniii^f 
who  had  been  seven  years  out  from  the  United  States,  had  sent  home  three 
cargoes  in  the  interval  by  vessds  he  had  fallen  in  with,  while,  what  is 
more  singular,  only  the  captain  and  mate  had  survived  the  crew  which 
sailed  with  them  originally;  and  they  had  recruited  their  complement  with 
negroes,  Malays,  and  Lascars,  picked  up  in  their  wanderings  from  ^ 
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Ulantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  South  sea  to  the  Indian  ocean.  Last 
'^r,  likewise,  there  was  an  American  trader  at  the  annual  fair  at  Berberah, 
»at  owing  to  the  danger  of  dealing  with  the  ferocious  San  Maulies,  the  ad- 
^eatoi^  provefl  unsucoessfuL 

The  struggle  between  the  Pasha  and  the  Arabians  for  the  last  four  years. 
he  plunder  of  the  once  opulent  cityof  lAooha,  in  1834,  by  t\ke  Asia  diie^ 
'  Ali  Elner  Megessii,"  and  the  cessation  of  trafiSc  between  the  coast,  gar- 
isoned  and  blockaded  at  different  pohits  by  Blobammed  Ati%  regitnenta  and 
ihipa,  and  ihe  interior  held  by  the  independent  warrior  tribes,  has  reduced 
he  trade  of  the  Red  sea  to  comparative  insignificance,  four  the  merohant 
iares  not  venture  from  Arabia  Felix  to  barter  nis  ccf&e,  hides,  g<ums,  cirugs, 
ind  variety  of  productions  in  exchange  for  the  traders'  European  manufac- 
ures  or  American  Spanish  dollars  ;  and  until  hostilities  cease,  no  prospects 
>f  successful  issue  will  present  themselves  to  American  specuUitors.  As 
he  whole  territory  of  Yeman  will  be  subdued,  if  the  Pacha  lives,  tfie  estab^ 
ishment  of  his  monopolizing  system  will  a!fiect  the  freedom  of  trade  so  far 
IS  to  Qoake  him  the  vende?,  in  wholesale,  of  those  conmiodities  which 
)therwise  could  be  obtained  only  in  detail ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that,  ere 
ong,  contracts  will  be  made  in  Ooiro  for  the  delivery  of  coflfee,  fcc,  ^  Geddo 
)r  at  Mocha.  Piracy  Is  another  hindrance  df  some  weight  in  those  sefis. 
Phr^  Anglo  Indian  vessels  were  pillaged  last  autnran,  and  the  company 
fias  reinforced  her  cruizers  there  in  cohsequenee;  but  these  i>bstacle$  are 
transitory,  and  will  disappear  in  the  coqrse  of  time,  while  the  heavy  fine  of 
£80,000  sterUng  levied  by  the  company  from  the  San  Maulies,of  Barberah, 
for  the  plunder  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  massacre  of  the  crew  of  the 
brig  Mary  Ann,  Captain  Sanguard,  in  1825,  finally  paid  up  last  year,  serves 
as  a  salutary  check  to  the  piratical  propensities  of  the  rude  nations  on  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

The  safety  of  the  American  merchant  service  exposed  on  the  Red  sea  to 
piracy,  besides  the  constant  infraction  of  contracts  at  Mocha  with  American 
supercargoes,  since  the  natives  consider  they  can  treat  them  with  impunity, 
seems  to  demand  measures  whereby  the  safeguard  of  the  national  vessels 
of  war  may  be  extended  to  mercantile  relations ;  and  spurred  by  a  desire  to 
see  American  influence  stretched  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth,  the 
writer  ventures  to  submit  the  following  ideas. 

The  Pasha  is  very  desirous  of  seeing  American  men-o^war  frequently  at 
bis  ports,  and  the  attentions  hitherto  lavished  on  all  those  who  have  visited 
him  is  an  earnest  of  his  sincerity  for  the  future. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Oliddon,  consular  agent,  to  Hon.  John 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  dated 

United  States  Consulate, 

Alexandria,  August  28, 1836. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  sihCere  pleasure  I  now  make  known  that  the  Americaa 
trade  with  this  port  is  at  length  commencing  ;  one  vessel,  the  brig  Alex- 
ander, Pendleton,  having  arrived  on  the  2bth  July,  and  another,  the  brigr 
Aegulator,  Phelps,  on  the  26th  instant,  both  from  Boston,  with  general  car- 
goes ;  and  1  trust  the  result  of  ti^eir  experiments  may  induce  other  adyea- 
tores. 
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United  States  Consulate, 

Alexandria^  June  30^  1836. 

Sir  :  Hdving  to  hand  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  profit  by  the 
occasion  to  acquaint  you,  in  conformity  with  your  circular  of  the  25th 
March,  1835,  that  I  have  no  returns  whatsoever  to  make  for  the  half  year 
ending  this  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

^JOHN  GLIDDON. 
.  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  StaiCj  Washington. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Gliddon^  consul^  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth^ 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  dated 

Alexandria,  January  1,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  wait  on  you  with  a  duplicate  of  my  last 
despatch  No.  8,  together  with  copies  of  the  documents  therein  referred  to ; 
and,  in  conformity  with  your  circular  instructions  of  the  25th  March,  I 
likewise  hand  you  the  required  returns  from  this  consulate  for  the  half 
year  just  expirol. 
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[translation.] 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Aleppo,  November  20,  1837. 

The  Pashalik  of  Aleppo  occupies,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  finest  posi- 
tions in 'Syria.  The  city  of  Aleppo,  although  much  fallen  from  its  ancient 
splendor,  is  still,  however,' a  place  of  considerable  interest  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view.  Its  proximity  to  the  sea  renders  it  the  entrepot  for  the 
supply  of  almost  all  the  cities  to  a  great  distance  in  the  interior,  and  for  the 
reception  of  all  the  products  of  a  vast  extent  of  courltry.  Besides  the  pro- 
ducticms  of  its  territory,  consisting  of  grain,  oil,  tobacco,  cotton,  silk,  scam- 
mony,  wool,  and  pistachios,  it  has  also  the  advantage  of  being  a  place  of 
manufacture  for  cotton  cloths  and  muslins,  and  stui&  of  cotton  and  silk,  of 
various  qualities,  &c. 

Its  population,  by  the  last  census,  amounts  to  about  sixty  thousand,  of 
whom  two-thirds  are  Turkish,  sixteen  thousand  Christians,  and  four  thou- 
sand Jews.  Next  to  Aleppo,  Antidch  is  the  largest  place  in  the  Pashalik. 
[is  chief  production  is  silk,  of  which  it  every  year  sends  from  220  to  250 
jaJntals  to  Aleppo.  The  other  cities  of  this  Pashalik,  such  as  Kills,  Antab, 
ind  Idlep,  produce  nearly  the  same  articles  as  the  environs  of  Aleppo. 
^is  and  An^b  have  some  manufactures  of  leather  and  morocco,  for  the 
ise  of  the  surrounding  country.  Idlep  gives  its  name  to  the  cottons  of 
the  whole  Pashalik. 

Lattakia  and  Alexandretta  are  two  seaports  of  this  Pashalik,  in  which 
commercial  factors  or  brokers  from  Aleppo  reside  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
iBg  and  forwarding  the  goods  addressed  to  their  care,  for  importation  or 
exportation.  These  factors  are  likewise  the  consular  agents  of  various 
nations. 

Articles  charted  to  Europe, 

The  Europeans  and  natives  engaged  in  trade  with  Europe  export  gall- 
nuts,  cotton  wool,  silk,  yellow  wax,  old  copper,  ^;oats'  hair,  hare  skins,  and 
drugs,  such  as  gum  ammonia,  galbanum,  assafoetida,  tragacanth,  &c.  These 
^ticles  are  sent,  without  distinction,  to  France,  England,  and  Italy.  As 
th^  productions,  hotvever,  on  the  whole,  are  not  sufficient  to  pay  for  what 
is  brought  back  by  importation,  the  difference  is  convoyed  in  bills  of  ex- 
<^hange,  bars  of  silver  and  gold,  and  specie.  In  this  manner  a  ^reat  deal 
^f  wealth  is  carried  out  of  the  country,  which  the  Government  nas  often 
^Kleavored,  but  always  in  vain,  to  prevent. 

Articles  imported  from  Europe. 

.  The  principal  articles  imported  from  France  are  cloths,  red  woollen  caps, 
^Ibs,  and  embroidered  stu&,  gold  lace  from  Lyons,  colonial  goods,  and 
Siting  and  wrapping  paper.  From  Genoa  and  Lieghorn  come  the  same 
^^cles,  except  cloth ;  and,  in  addition,  are  received  worked  coral,  silk 
^^Ivet,  satin  lutestrings,  and  Swiss  cotton  goods.  From  Trieste,  red  wool- 
^^0  caps,  sheet  brass  and  copper,  and  platra  sheets,  needles,  pins,  brass  wire, 
Slass,  and  other  German  articles,  as  well  as  colonial  productions.  From 
^reat  Britain,  plain  and  printed  cotton  'goods,  cotton  thread,  tin  in  bars, 
^hioex  tin,  iron  in  bars*  and  colonial  productions. 

U 
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Commerce  with  the  interior  and  oihfir  i)arts  of  the  empire. 

n 

I 

'  The  commerce  with  the  interior  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  na- 
tives. The  most  important  branch  is  that  with  Bagdad,  which  is  the  point 
n[K)st  distant  from  Aleppo.  Forrneily^  there  were  a  number  of  small  cara- 
vans, each  of  200  or  ^Q  caoiels,  betwee^n  the  two  places ;  but  for  several 
years  past  there  is  but  one  a  year^  consisting  of  1,200  or  1,500  camels,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  strong  epough  to  defend  themselves  againat  the 
attacks  of  the  wandering  Arabs  on  the  road.  This  caravan  brings  a  great 
deal  of  tombak,  (tobacco  grown  in  Persia  and  around  Bagdad,)  gall-nuts, 
bufialo  skins,  dyewood,  Pisrsia  silk,  Bengal  indigo,  Mpcha  coffee,  and  drugs 
of  all  sorts.  The  same  caravan  carries  back  European  manufactures  of 
every  specie?,  and, sometimes  qpchipeAl.  There  is  alsb  every  year  a  carat- 
van  of  Persian  pilgrims,  on  their  way  to  Mecca  for  the  ieastiof  ti^e  Cour- 
ban  Beiram^  who  brin^  Cash  mire  shawls,  sUk  stufis  of  their  own  n^anu- 
facture,  and.  much  specie,  which  they  change  for  European  manufactures 
fit  for  their  country,  for  cochineal,  and  worked  coral.  There  is  also  a  great 
trade  between  Bagdad  and  Damascus,  in  the  same  articles  of  import  and 
expQrt,  which  constitute  the  objects  of  trade  between  Bagdad  andf  Aleppo. 

In  the  direction  of  Miesopptamia  are  the  cities  of  Moussoul,  Merdin,  Di^ 
arbekin,  and  Orfa,  from,  which  caravans,  come  very  frequently,  brhiging 
their  productions^  such  as  gaU-nuts,  goats'  hi^ir,  gum  tragacanth,  manofao-. 
tures  of  white  cotton  cloth,  of  common  quality,  and  common  cotton  tbxead 
of  their  own  manufacture.  Th^se  caravans  carry  away  European  manu- 
facturer, as  well  as  colonial  produce,  for  consumption  in  their  own  countries. 

Cairo  has  no  trade,  except  with  Damascus.  Alexandria  and  DamietM'' 
send  to  Syria  and  Caramania  much  rice  and  other  vegetable  productions, 
henna,  (the  leaves  of  the  tamarine,)  buffalo  skins,  canvass  for  making  bales, 
and  common  linen  cloths.  The  return  for  these  articles  is  chiefly  in  spe- 
cie and  in  smoking  tob^ucco  of  l-^a^jt^i^  calleid  o^K  ripa. 

There  are  no  direct  communications  between  this  Pashalik  and  India, 
Persia,  Georgia,  or  the  countries  bordering  upi>n  the  G^syiii^  s^a^  India 
f^pd  Pensia  trade  y(ii\\  Bn^oraafli^  Bfi«4a4i  theo<l|Kgr  opuntri^  with  Bgyj*, 

Th^  caravans  carry  to  OonstaiUipoj^lp  and  Smy^rna  tbf»  mapiifiR^tMres  oj[ 
Ajeppp,  and  bring  b^k,  the  nianvifeQtM]ce3  oif  Eqrope,!  Geirman  dry.  m^\ 
Qpd  colpini^l  prp^iiwsj^ipn^.  Thi?  caravw.s  of  mules  ar^;  not  in  numb^  mw e 
tl>a^  two  or  th^^  in  ^y^r^  and.  they  sekJprQ  ext^fld  to  n^^  than  a^buft- 
dred  burden;^  eax^h* 

The  prpd^ctions  of  Adap^  ^p4  TPar^PftW,.  in  C|HiW>W)i^  |t>Q»5i»t  of  glPoin, 
cotton  wool,  yellow  wax,  and  oldj  cppp^,  T|3^^^(  fo)^r,  Ifttli^j;  a^tiqlw  we 
exported  to  Europe.  The  merchants  of  Aleppo  cause  the  transmission  of 
these  articles  by  means  of  theiir  ag^nt9  ii^iea^/tf  tihe,isaid  cities. 

There  is,  moreover,  a  coasting  trade  from  Taffa,  in  Lattakia,  to  Tarsons, 
comprehending,  likewis^rthei  i^ap4  (9(,  CypiTi^  Th[|:^itr?^d^,  isi,i4fli^a?^  fB- 
tirely  c^j^ried  op  in  smajl,  y«?s^ft,  ,rawfle^i  by  ^f|e^^4n4,  T»tfteuWbp^^?^ 
siubject^of  t%.0t^)pw?^^fiiJ•9^( 

^y4^te,wfli4^.9^igr/^f,/^,^ta!ktif^f^^^^  f^r^^SumK 

Tiie  gr^^t,  can;?iifnRtiw.of  cplpwJ,pjpdj^^  in,  ttoicpwfl;gry„  ^j^^i^ 
selves  on  the  spot  where  th9?^,ftri^/(d«(f  iR^  JiW^  »9^mk. 
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fer  the  supplies  to  pass,  as  they  now  do,  through  the  entrepots  ini  Europe. 
Another  article,  which  at  the  same  tlmq  deserves  notice,  is  cotton  yarn  or 
thredd,  of  the  numbers  desorihed  in  the  note  A  of  this  report.  The  annual 
consumption  of  this  article,  in  the  Pashahk  alone,  amounts  to  about  two 
thousand  fiVe  hundred  baFes ;  of  which  two-thirds  contain  30  packages 
each,  and  the  other  third  00  packages  each.  About  the  same  quantity  is 
consumed  t^t  Damasclis.  It  is  quite  natural  to  suppose  that  the  Americans, 
wh'o  obtain  the  raw  tnaterial  in  their  own  country,  and  who  havi^te  more 
cheaply  than  any  other  nation,  might  compete  with  the  English  in  the 
mannfactiTre  of  this  thread.  The  consumption  in  Syria  is  certainly  not 
So  great  as  of  itself  to  induce  them  to  such  an  undertaking;  but  I  feel 
convinced  that,  among  an  ingenious  people,  it  is^tUicient  to  conceive  ah 
idea  in  order  to  have  it  soon  carried  into  execution.  I  think  that  if  my 
opinion  were  adopted  by  spectilators,  they  would  find  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  this  branch  of  trade,  not  only  in  Syria,  but  throughout  the  whole 
Levant. 

In  Fmnce,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  no  cotton  is  spun,  except  for  the  use 
of  the  local  manufactures.  England  is  the  only  nation  which,  by  means 
of  machinery,  has  succeeded  in  taking  possession  of  the  whole  trade  in 
this  article,  although  she  is  obliged  to  seek  the  raw  material  in  very  distant 
lands. 

Expense  of  impcrt&Hon  and  eTpwtalion  of  merthandise. 

The  expenses,  according  to  the  accounts  of  sales  and  purchases,  drawti 
up  by  the  commissioners  in  this  Pashalik,  including  their  own  commission 
o(  three  per  c<int.,  amount,  commonly,  to  about  ten  per  cent,  on  valuable 
articles,  such  as  cochineal,  indigo,  <fec.,  and  to  fifteen  or  eighteen  per  cent, 
upon  those  of  inferior  value,  such  as  sugar,  dye-wood,  pepper,  gall-nuts, 
&c,,  &c. 

• 

Cnstomhouse  duties  0n  irfipdriSj  expertst^  and  transit. 

The  custom-house  duties  on  entrance  and  export  of-  goods  is  paid  but 
once,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent  on  their  value,  as  iBtated  in  the  tariffs 
made  at  Constantinople.  Each  nation  has  its  own  tariff,  though  all  except 
that  of  Russia,  which  is  the  most  advantageous,  are  on  the  same  footing. 
The  custom  house  officers  deliver  receipts  for  the  payment  of  duties,  and, 
by  virtue  of  treaties,  goods  on  which  the  custom-house  duties  have  been- 
once  thus  paid,  may  pass  all  over  the  Ottoman  Empire,  without  being  sub- 
jected to  any  additional  tax. 

Croods  which  are  not  expressed  in  the  tariffs  pay  three  per  cent,  upon 
their  value,  after  deducting  twenty  per  cent. 

Goods  brought  from  Europe  or  the  United  States,  and  landed  at  Latta- 
kia  for  Aleppo,  are  subject  to.  a  duty  of  transit,  amounting  to  between  one 
and  four  Turkish  piastres  the  colis,  according  to  their  quality ;  and  those 
for  exportation  to  two  piastres  per  colis.  This  transit  duty  exists  neither 
at  Alexandretta,  nor  at  any  other  {echelle)  place,  open  to  foreign  trade  on 
the  Syrian  coast. 
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Duties  of  tonnage,  port,  quay,  pilotage,  and  light-house. 

An  American  vessel,  like  those  of  every  other  nation,  coming  directly 
from  iBe  United  States  or  Europe  to  Lattakia,  is  subject  to  no  other  duty, 
on  entering  the  port,  than  that  of  pilotage,  which  is  fixed  af  25  piastres 
every  six  months ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  vessel  should  enter  or  leave  the 
port  several  times  in  the  course  of  six  months,  the  t>ilot  who  should  have 
received  the  25  piastres  is  obliged  to  'take* the  vessel  ki  and  out  without 
asking  any  thing  more.  The  captains  of  such  vessels,  however,  always 
give  him  a  small  present  of  six  or  eight  piastres.  This  is  the  only  duty  to 
which  vessels  of  any  nation  are  subject  at /Lattakia.  At  Alexandretta 
there  is  no  pilotage  duty,  inasmuch  as  the  vessels  lying  in  the  roads  can 
enter  and  go  out  without  a  pilot ;  and  they  are,  in  consequence,  subject 
only  to  an  anchorage  duty  of  8  or  10. piastres. 

Custom-house  dtities,  particularly  those  on  the  entrance  and  departure  of 
American  vessels  and  cargoes,  as  well  as  those  upon  the  vessels  of  other 
nations. 

No  custom-house  duty  is  imposed  in  the  ports  of  this  Pashalik,  which 
are  open  to  foreign  trade,  upon  vessels  of  any  nation  entering  or  departing. 
The  custom-house  duty,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  ceiit.  on  the  tarifis,  is  only 
levied  upon  merchandise  imported  and  exported.  The  proprietors  of  the 
goods  pay  this  duty  at  the  places  of  sale  and  of  purchase,  for  which  they 
receive  acquittances  from  the  officers. 

Documents  required  to  be  produced  by  American  and  other  foreign  vessels^ 

ai  the  custom  houses  of  this  Pashalik. 

No  vessel  of  any  nation  is  required  to  produce  any  documents  at  the 
custom-house,  on  entering  a  port  of  this  Pashalik.  The  only  formality 
with  which  captains  are  called  on  to  comply,  is  that  of  presenting  their 
papers  at  the  consulate  under  the  jurisdiction  of  which  they  may  be. 

Quarantine  and  health  regulations. 

9 

% 

Vessels  arriving  from  places  where  the  plague  or  any  other  contagious 
disease  is  suspected  to  exist,  are  obliged  to  go  and  perform  quarantine  at 
Bey  rout,  where  there  is  a  lazaretto  and  a  commission  of  health ;  they 
cannot  be  received  at  any  other  place  on  the  Syrian  coast.  Those,  on  the 
contrary,  coming  from  places  where  there  is  no  such  suspicion,  are  received 
into  all  the  ports  open  to  foreign  trade,  by  the  agents  of  the  health  commis- 
sion,at  Beyrout,  who  are  charged  to  ascertain  whence  the  vessel  comes,  by 
examining  the  signatures  on  her  bill  of  health. 
The  quarantine  duties,  paid  at  Beyrout,  are  as  follows : 
Upon  goods  half  per  cent. ;  upon  passengers,  ten  piastres  each  upon  en- 
tering ;  for  the  lodgings  of  each  passenger,  per  day,  two  piastres.  The 
number  of  days  of  quarantine  are  fixed  by  the  Governor,  according  to  the 
place  fVom  which  the  vessel  comes,  and  the  state  of  health  of  the  port  of 
departure. 
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ResiUuiian  of  excess  of  tonnage  duties. 

The  tonnage  duties  on  vessels  of  Euro]>ean  nations  being  levied  at  the 
pla^e  of  their  departure  from  the  ports  of  Europe,  [a  VendroU  de  leiir 
depart  des  ports  de  V Europe^  it  is  therb  only  that  restitution  can  be  de- 
manded of  any  excess  which  has  been  levied.  / 

• 
Regulations  relative  to  the  arrival  and  departure  of  foreign  passengets. 

Passengers  of  any  nation  whatsoever,  landing  in  the  ports  of  this  Pashalik, 
have  no  other  forms  to  comply  with  than  that  of  presenting  at  the  consulate 
on  which  they  depend,  the  passpoit  carried  by  them,  in  order  to  show  who 
ihey  are.  This  document  remains  deposited  in  the  chancery  of  the  con- 
sulate, and  is  not  given  up  until  their  departure,  when  it  is  signed  by  the 
consul. 

Ships^  papers. 

The  ordinary  papers  of  an  American  or  European  vessel  are  the  only 
ones  required  in  the  ports  of  this  Pashalik. 

Prohibitions^  restrictions,  deductions^  ^c. 

The  entrance  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  is  prohibited  in  virtue  of 
treaties.  As  to  restrictions,  ice  the  local  Government  grants  no  favors  not 
authorized  by  treaties  to  any  nation  whatsoever. 

Warehousing. 

AH  goods  landed  and  deposited  at  the  custom-house  of  a  port  on  the 
Syrian  coast,  open  to  foreign  trade,  for  the  purpose  of  being  transported 
to  another  place  in  the  country,  to  which  it  is  originally  directed,  are  sub- 
ject to  no  warehouse  duty. 

Treaties  of  commerce  and  reciprocity — privileges  of  fiatives  and  of 

foreigners. 

Each  nation  has  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  chief 
object  of  which  is  to  insure  to  its  subjects  the  treatment  enjoyed  by  the 
most  favored  nations;  consequently  there  are  no  exclusive  favors  or 
privileges,  all  being  received  on  the  same  footing. 

Weights  and  measures. 

The  note  B,  at  the  ^nd  of  this  report,  contains  an  account  of  the  weights 
and  measures  in  use  here,  as  well  as  a  comparison  of  their  value  with 
those  ot  the  United  States. 

Cotirts  of  trade,  ^c. 

There  are  in  this  country  no  courts  of  trade  like  those  in  Europe.  Every 
discussion  between  captains  and  merchants,  or  between  merchants  alone, 
must  be  settled  by  arbitration  or  by  the  consular  court,  composed  of  the 
consul  and  two  assessors  appointed  by  him.  The  consul  pronounces  judg- 
ment, based  always  upon  the  commercial  law  of  his  own  nation. 
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Prices  current  of  American  productions  and  of  other  similar  articles 
cgming  from  other  countries^  showing  the  quantity  of  each  annually 
intfoducid.    ' 

Tbe  note  A,  to  this  report,  contains  the  price  current,  at  present,  of  Atner- 
ictin  productions  inrported  from  England,  France,  Italy,  Constantinople, 
Qnd  Smyrna;  if  they  came  directly  from  the  United  States,  they  would 
hring  the  same  prices  here.     As  to  the  quantity  of  each  article^  imported,  it  is 
impossible  to  state  it  exactly,  first,  because  the  manifests  of  English  ves- 
sels arriving  from  London  in  the  ports  of  that  Pashalik  do  not  declare 
the  quality  of  the  articles  which  they  bring,  all  being  set  down  under 
the  general  name  of  merchandise:  this  is  not  done  by  vessels  from  other 
countries  in  which  the  number  of  cobs  and  the  quality  of  each  article  is  speci- 
fied in  the  manifests ;  second,  because  this  custom  house  keeps  no  regular 
register,  making  known  the  exact  entrance  of  each  article,  and,  conse- 
quently, an  approximative  idea  only  can  be  obtained  of  the  quantity  ol 
American  productions  annually  imported  into  the  Pashalik,  either  for  coo- 
sumption  there  or  for  the  supply  of  the  interior  through  Aleppo. 

According  to  th^  information  whidh  1  have  been,  as  yet,  able  to  procure 
from  persons  acquainted  with  such  a>attei*s,  the  consumption  during  this 
year,  in  which  trade  has  been  somewhat  embarrassed,  amounts  to — 
Cochineal,       12,000  okes  of  Constantinople,  of  400  dragmes  each. 
Coflfee,  800,000  Egyptian  okes,  of  385  dragmes  each. 

Sugar,  750,000  do.  do. 

Pepper,  300,000  do.  do. 

Pinaento,         50,000  do.  do. 

Roucon,  2,000  do.  do. 

Ginger^  1,500  do.  do. 

hogwood,      200,000  do.  do. 

Brazilwood,     5^(^000  do.  do. 

Cionamoh,        1^000  do.  do. 

The  bundles  of  each  article,  having  to  be  transported  on  camels,  shouW 
not  weigh  more  than  three  hundred  pounds  each,  in  gross. 

1  am  assured  that  if  things  return  to  their  ordinary  state,  the  annual 
consumption  may  reach  to  half  as  much  again  as  here  above  stated. 

Laits  and  regulations  which  operate  directly  to  the  disadvantage  of  A^f^'  \ 

•  ican  commerce. 

The  laws  and  usages  being  founded  upon  treaties  between  the  several 
powers  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  all  nations,  without  exception,  enjoy  the 
rights  and  privileges  thus  gtiarantied. 

The  Chev.  de  DURIGHELLO. 

Consid  of  the  United  States. 


NOTES. 
Note  A. — American  productions. 

Price  current,  at  present,  for  three  months,  the  value  being  giv^  ** 

Turkish  piastres  of  40  paras  each. 

Cochineal,  black,  first  quality,  146  piasires  the  oke  of  Constantinople^ 
400  dragmes.    Cochineal,  gteYi  ^^^  quality,  \ASt\  piastres  the  oke  of  Con* 
stantinoflQ. 
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By  the  quintal  of  100  Egyptian  okes  of  385  dragmes  each,  powdered 
white  sugar,  first  quah'ty,  750  piastres ;  doi  second  quality,  60ft  piastres ; 
do.  third  quality,  450  piastres  ;  brown  sugar  300  piastres. 

By  the  quintal,  of  105  okes  each,  pepper  625  piastres. 

By  the  quintal,  of  L 10  okes  each,  coffee  in  small  green  grains,  of  good 
smell,  1,100  piastres  ;  do.  in  whitish  grains,  950  do. ;  ginger  1,700  do. ; 
cinnamon  1,100  do. ;  pimento  650  do. ;  roucon  3,000  do. ;  Brazil  wood,  first 
quality,  2,600  do. ;  Ipgwood  150  do. 

Cotton  thread  of  English  manufacture,  for  the  same  period  of  three 
months,  by  the  package,  weighing  1,450  dragmes,  numbers  10,  12,  and  14, 
67^  piastres ;  numbers  16,  18,  20,  22,  and  24,  75  do. ;  numbers  20, 22,  24, 
26,  28,  and  30,  80  do.  The  package  weighing  725  dragmes,  of  the  num- 
bers 40,  42.  44, 46,  48,  50,  52,  56,  58,  and  60,  60  piastres  each  package. 

The  bales  of  the  abovementioned  three  first  qualities,  that  is  to  say,  of  ' 
numbers  10  to  14.  16  to  24,  and  20  to  30,  must  contain  30  packages  each, 
and  each  bale  should  be  assorted  so  as  to  contain  a  certain  equal  number 
of  packages  of  each  number.  For  instance,  a  bale  of  numbers  10  to  14 
should  contain  ten  packages  of  number  10,  ten  of  number  12,  and  ten  of 
number  14 ;  a  bale  of  numbers  16  to  24  should  have  six  packages  of  each 
number,  and  one  of  number  20  to  30,  five  packages*  The  bales  of  numbers 
40  to  60,  should  be  formed  of  60  packages  each,  assorted  as  above  directed. 

Note  B. — Moneys  weights^  and  measures. 

Money. — The  European  merchants  established  in  this  Pashalik  keep 
their  accounts  in  Turkish  piastres  of  40  paras  each,  and  the  value  of  all 
European  coins  is  fixed  according  to  that  ratio. 

The  dollar  of  the  United  States  or  of  Spain  is  now  worth  twenty  one 
piastres,  and  the  value  of  the  other  European  coins  is  fixed  in  the  same 
proportion. 

Weights. — With  the  exception  of  cochineal^  which  ia  sold  by  the  oke  of 
400  dragmes  each,  Ck>nstantinople  weight,  the  Egjrptian  Government  has 
established  in  this  Pashalik  one  weight  for  all  c^er  aiticles  whatsoever^ 
which  is  the  oke  of  385  dragmes. 

The  weights  of  the 'United  States  being  the  same  as  those  of  England,  a 
pound  of  lb  ounces,  compared  with  the  Aleppo  weights,  would  be  equal  ta 
140  dragmes,  for  articles  like  iron,  tin,  lead,  &c.,  which  never  change  their 
weight.  According  to  this  calculation,  a  quintal  of  102  pounds  of  the 
United  States,  should  give  37  okes  and  35  dragmes. 

Measures. — All  cloths  are  measured  by  tbe  pik  of  Constantinople ;  a 
yard  of  36  inches,  English  or  American,  is  equal  to  a  pik  and  a  third  ;  so 
that  100  yards  are  equal  to  133^  piks. 

All  eatables  are.  sold  by  a  measure  called  the  chomboul,  equal  to  two 
kilos  of  Constantinople.  Rice,  oil,  and  butter  are  the  only  eateables  sold 
by  weiglit. 
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REPORT 


FROM 


3E  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


ExmBrnNG 


i  emoltanents  and  expenditures  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  for 

the  year  1838. 


February  11,  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  February  11,  1839. 

lave  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  abstracts  prepared  by  the 
ir,  of  the  official  emoluments  and  expenditures  for  the  year  1838. 
icers  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States  who  have  rendered  the 
required  of  them  by  the  second  jsection  of  the  act  of  2d  March, 
led  "An  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  officers  em- 
he  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
I  cdso  transmit  an  abstract  of  the  fees  received  by  the  same 
certificates  to  accompany  distilled  spirits,  wines,  and  tea^,  and 
sions  on  disbursements  »as  superintendents  of  light-houses,  and 
for  marine  hospitals ;  returns  of  which  have  b^  required  by 
ment  to  be  rendered,  in  order  that  the  maximun)  compensation 
leh  services  by  the  act  of  Conffress  of  the  7th  of  May,  1822,  be 
ed  in  any  case  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  act. 
med  proper  to  add,  that  the  emoluments  exhibited  in  the  accom- 
}ts  are  exclusive  of  the  additional  compensation  to  which  the 
I  entided  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July, 


3  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secr^ary  of  ike  Treasury. 
n.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate, 

Sf  pnnteiB.  • 
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Abstract  of  official  emoluments  and  expenditures  of  the  officers  of  the 

ury,  conformably  to  an  act  of  Congress, 


States  and 

Collectors. 

Naval  officers. 

Surveyors. 

Places  of 

i 

districts. 

-. 

» 

residence. 

MAINE. 

' 

York 

Mark  Dennett  • 

York 

1838 

Saco 

John  F.  Scammen 

_, 

^ 

Saco 

do. 

Penobscot 

R.  H.  Bridgham 

_ 

^^ 

Penobscot 

do. 

Belfast 

Nath.  M.  Lowney 

^^ 

^ 

Belfa.st 

• 

Bath 

Joseph  Sewall  - 

^^ 

.^ 

Bath 

da 

Portland 

John  Anderson  • 

_ 

_ 

Portland 

do 

Do.       ' 

„ 

^ 

R.  dr.  Greene  - 

Do. 

do. 

W  iscassett 

JohnD.McCratc 

^ 

Wiscasset 

do. 

Frenchman's  bay 

Edwards.  Jar  vis 

1 

^ 

Frenchm'sbay 

do. 

Machias 

William  Brown 

^^ 

Machias 

do. 

Passamaquoddy 

Samuel  H.  Morse 

_ 

/ 

Lubec 

do. 

Do. 

_^ 

_ 

Charles  Peavey 

Easlport 

do. 

Waldoborough  - 

Denney  McCobb 
Barnabas  Palmer 

■\ 

^ 

Waldoborough 

do. 

Kennebunk 

i               ^ 

- 

Kennebnnk   • 

do. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

• 

1 

Portsmouth 

Daniel  P.  Drown 

Portsmouth   • 

do. 

Do. 

^^ 

Wm.  Ciaggett 

^ 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

- 

- 

Samuel  Uall   - 

Do. 

do. 

MASSiCUUSETTS. 

/ 

Ipswich 

Timothy  Souther 

Ipswich 
Salem 

da 

r 

James  Miller    • 

# 

^ 

da 

Salem    and       i 

^ 

John  Swazey 

^^ 

Do. 

da 

Beverly              | 

^ 

^ 

Aaron  Foster  - 

Beverly 

do 

V 

«. 

^, 

Edward  Palfray 

Salem 

do. 

Pljrmonth , 

Schuy'r  Sampson 

^ 

-  . 

PljHEDOUth 

da 

Barnstable 

Henry  Crocker  - 

^ 

w 

Barnstable     - 

da 

Nantucket 

Mar.  T.  Morton 

_ 

Nantucket     - 

da 

New  Bedford    - 

Robert  S.  Smith  • 

# 

_ 

New  Bedford 

t 

Newburyport    - 

Samuel  Phillips 

^^ 

/ 

Newburyport  - 

da 

Do. 

^ 

Benj.  Stickney 

^ 

.  Do. 

do. 

Do. 

_ 

NathU  Jackson 

Do. 

da 

Gloucester 

WillianTBeach  - 

_ 

_  . 

Gloucester     - 

da 

Do. 

^^ 

^^ 

Alphon2o  Mason 

Do. 

da 

Marblehead      [- 

Peter  Dixey 

_ 

_ 

Marblehead  ,-  j  do.  [ 

Do. 

w 

^ 

Benj.Wormstead 

Do. 

do. 

Rrkctnn  AJ\A           \ 

Gkorge  Bancroft 

•_ 

^^ 

Boston 

da 

Charlesiown      i 

- 

[saac|0.  Barnes 

John  McNieljjr. 

Do. 
Do. 

do. 
da 

Edgartown 

John' P.  Norton 

_ 

_ 

Edgartown    - 

do. 

Dighton 

Phin.W.Leland 

- 

« 

Fall  River     - 

da 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

» 

Newport    • 

Wm    Liitlefield 

• 

Newport 

da 

Do. 

^ 

Isaac  Burdick 

_ 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

,^ 

„ 

W.G.Hammond 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

^ 

VViTK  Halloway 

North  Kingston 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

^ 

John  G.  Mowney 

East  Greenwich 

do. 

Do. 

■ 

^ 

Charles  Durfee 

Tiverton 

do. 

Do. 

• 

- 

- 

Gteorge  Brown 

Pawcatnck    - 

do. 

*From  Jst  Afril  to  31st  Decembei,  \Q3B.         t  From  26th  January  to  31st  December,  1838i 
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ioms  of  the  United  Slates,  transmitted  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
9sed  Ihe  2d  March,  1799, /or  the  year  1838. 


Emolnmenis. 

Erpenditares. 

Balances  in  favor 
of  the  officer. 

• 

I 

i 

1-2 

O  w 

O 

tJ  as 

a  c 

• 

1 
< 

5 

• 

b 

1 

• 

•  § 

o 

30  00 
30  00 

• 

107  41 

698  60 

1,006  48 

1,545  05 

2,467  29 

1  36 
345  56 
136  30 
293  '2I& 
953  30 

25*00 

358  77 
1,194  16 
1,142  78 
1,863  31 
3,420  59 

300  00 
900  00 

2  47 
60  17 
68  30 

214*79 

• 

21  54 

87  50 
27  91 

41*60 

60  28 

24  01 

447  67 

156  49 

62  07 

1,156  39 

334  76 

746  49 

986  29 

1,801  24 

2,264  20 

30  00 
37  50 
30  00 

566  92 
103  75 
248  95 

158  24 

61 

4  01 

- 

925  16 
141  86 
502  96 

li)47 
65  00 

3*00 

1 

100  00 
14  00 
25  00 

40  00 

140  00 
27  47 
90  00 

785  16 
114  89 
412  96 

50  00 

80  15 

478  31 

502  08 

\ 

330  15 

980  39 

1,200  00 

11  00 

31  5e 

25  00 
24  94 

13*02 

/ 

36  00 
1,269  52 

1 

294  15 

01  39 
30  00 

282  36 
481  06 

• 

107  16 

- 

483  75 
738  22 

112.50 

3  77 
25  75 

62  25 

2152 

137  79 

88  00 

345  96 
650  22 

30  00 

30  00 
30  00 
)0  00 

295  73 
1,728  00 
255  77 
233  63 
216  42 
450  46 

11  35 
26  01 

783  18 

539  69 

ll'*41 

557  08 
1,754  01 
1 ,038  95 

383  63 

466  42 
1,254  56 

472  22 

340  28 

16  99 
•205  45 
25  83 
12  90 
5  37 
23  09 

12  00 
72  00 
10  38 

5  19 

6  47 
32  17 

143*63 
3  00 
1  50 

28  99 
761  36 
39iJl 
19  59 
U  84 
55  26 
26  01 

528  09 
992  65 
992  74 
364  04 
454  58 
1,199  30 
446  21 

iOOO 

636  24 

4  80 

29*29 

1,495  35 
920  33 

2,400  00 

58  47 
55  40 

175  59 
38  00 

93  83 

2,727  82 
93  40 

1,767  53 
826  93 

iOOO 
iO  00 
>0  00 

267  37 

238  61 

203  20 

3  50 

8-22  87 

_ 

1,090  24 
488  61 
453  20 

.  253  50 

„ 

23  45 
10  73 

26  78 
13  72 
21  36 

1  67 

51  90 
24  45 
21  36 
45  50 

1,038  34 
464  16 
431  84 
208  00 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 

200  00 
151  56 

- 

4  15 

20  00 

17  75 

41  90 
20  00 

158  10 
131  56 

t  Balance  a^inst  ihe  officer,  $289  13. 
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^ 

m 

ABSTRACT- 

States  and 

Collectors. 

Naval  officers. 

Surveyors. 

Places  of 

i 
i. 

at 

districts. 

1 

residence. 

n 

u 

R.I8LAMI>-Cont'd. 

t 

Bristol   and      ) 
Warren             l 

Samuel  S.  Allen 

- 

Allen  W  ardw^U 

Bristol 
Do.  ' 

1838 

do. 

_ 

William  Turner    Warren 

do. 

Provideiice 

W.  R.  Danlorth 

_ 

Providence    • 

do. 

Do.                - 

Samuel  Brown 

^ 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

John  B.  Barton 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

- 

- 

Joseph  Abom  - 

Do. 

da 

conNBCviccrr. 

New  London     - 

Ing.W.  Crawford 

New  London - 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

John  French    - 

Do. 

da 

Do. 

^ 

_  ' 

Benj.   Pomeroy 

Stonington     - 
New  Haven  - 

da 

New  Haven 

Wm.  H.Ellis  - 

_ 

do. 

Do. 

_ 

Wm.  Durandjjr. 

Do. 

do. 

Middletown 

Noah  H.  Phelps 

_ 

Middletown  - 

da 

Do. 

^ 

Daniel  Burrows 

Do. 

da 

Do. 

^ 

_ 

Wm.  Willard  - 

Saybrook 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

Wm.  Conner   - 

Hartford 

da 

Fairfield 

Sampel  Simons 

- 

- 

Fairfield 

da 

VERMONT. 

Vermont 

• 

Arch.  W.  Hyde 

- 

- 

Burlington    - 

da 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York 

Je.«e  Ho]rt 

New  York    - 

da 

Do. 

^ 

Wm.  S.  Coe- 

_ 

Do. 

da 

Do. 

. 

^ 

Hector  Craig  - 

Do. 

da 

• 

Do. 

^ 

^ 

Hiram  X.Perry 

Albany 
SafirUarboi  - 

da 

Sag  Harbor 

John  P.  Osborne 

_ 

>-                 • 

da 

Chanplain 

David  B.  McNeil 

_ 

^  ^ 

Plattsbuig     • 

da 

Oswego 

G.H.McWhorter 

Oswego 

da 

Oswegatchic^    - 

Smith  Slilwell  - 

_ 

Ogdensburg  - 

da 

Niagara 

Sejrmonr  Scovell 

^ 

Lewiston 

da 

BaffiUo  Creek  • 

Geo.  W.Clinton 

Buffalo 

« 

Genesee 

i  Jacob  Gould 

Rochester      • 

da 

Sackeii's  Harbor 

Danf.  N.  Barney 

Sackett*s  Harb. 

da 

Cape  Vincent   - 

Jere.  Carrier     - 

- 

- 

Cape  Vincent 

da 

NEW  JEISKT. 

\ 

Perth  Amboy    - 

D.  K.  Schenck  - 

Perth  AmboT 

t 

Do. 

«, 

_ 

J.  R.  Hardenberg 

NewBrunsw'k  da 

Burlington 

Gtershom  Mott  • 

T«araberton    - 

da 

Bridgetown 

Wm.  S.  BoweD  • 

_    ' 

'^ 

Bridgelo\iTi  • 

• 

Do. 

„ 

Morris  Croxall 

Camden 

da 

Great  Egg  Harb'r 

,  M.  D.  Canfield  - 

• 

GrH  Egg  Harb. 

da 

Little  Egg  Harbor 

Samuel  S.  Do^'ns 

. 

_ 

Tuckerion    - 

da 

Newark 

Archer  Qifford  - 

— 

> 

Newark 

do. 

♦  From  1st  of  April  to  3L«i  of  December,  1(^38. 
t  From  1st  of  July  to  31st  of  December,  1838. 
t  From  1st  of  January  to  31st  of  December,  1838. 


itiBued. 
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- 

Emolaments. 

FiXpenditnres. 

favor 
:er. 

* 

• 
9 

• 
9J 

S.2 

O  M 

§1 

fa  ^ 

1 

• 

a 

9 

o 

a 

2J 

5 

1 

m  H 

O  "  W 

•SoS. 

o 

% 
• 

d 

p 
o 

Q 

PQ 

OOO 
0  00 

362  26 

76  81 

10S05 

515  44 

1,506  60 
866  21 

1,888  86 
326  81 
353  05 

1,401  65 

500  00 

12  75 
2  50 
500 

6^  54 

60  00 
15  00 
28  00 
40  03 

5*50 
400 
4  50 

72  75 

20  00 

37  00 

607  07 

1,816  11 
306  81 
316  05 
794  58 

0  00 
K)00 

460  26 
50 

- 

- 

710  26 
200  50 

- 

9  67 
69 

90  02 
20  00 

285 

31  94 
20  69 

678  32 
179  81 

ooo 

1,173  K) 
115  30 

131  77 

1,304  87 
365  30 

240  00 

22  24 

27  25 

5  75 

# 

295  24 

1,009  63 
365  30 

- 

617  02 

460  98 

1,077  51 
399  19 

- 

1,694  53 
541  59 
860  17 

100  00 

8''36 

28'l3 

9"00 

422  37 

18  02 

145^49 

1,272  16 
523  57 
714  68 

lOOO 
iOOO 
iOOO 

90  52 
194  10 
335  85 

67  78 

■  - 

340  52 
444  10 
653  63 

250  00 

/  4~65 

20  00 

100  00 

23  49 

- 

20  00 
100  00 
278  14 

320  52 
344  10 
375  49 

)1  G6 

- 

f 

321  82 

1,723  50 

- 

35  99 

50  51 

247  30 

333  80 

1,389  70 

• 

- 

. 

w. 

m. 

7,225  35 

• 

— 

— 

7,833  05 

il  . 

15  72 
1184 
>0  10 
»9  12 
;5  65 
»8  64 
i4  27 
14  00 

* 

- 

61  50 

'9'00 
199  95 
160  00 

15  00 

1,177  22 
1,011  84 
1,469  10 
1,559  07 
1,625  65 
1,273  64 
554  27 
1,014  00 

• 

3"l5 
36  50 
14  03 
36  41 

14*80 
19  00 

92  72 

117  00 

76  00 

56  13 

131  16 

31*38 
29  00 

61  95 
31  12 
34  00 
200 
27  50 

7*56 

154  67 
151  27 
146  50 
72  16 
195  07 

53  74 

48  00 

1,(^22  55 

860  57 

1,322  60 

1,486  91 

1,430  58 

1,273  64 

500  53 

966  00 

5  00 

253  85 

7  22 

386  07 

. 

15  00 

18  50 

. 

33  50 

352  57 

0  00 
0  00 

68  90 
176  59 

3  41 

5  82 

- 

222  31 
432  41 

- 

100 
12  50 

12  00 
25  00 

12 
750 

13  12 

45  00 

209  19 
387  41 

0  00 

195  31 

41  25 

■ 

486  56 

- 

11  63 

108  00 

200 

121  63 

364  93 

It  Balance  against  the  officer,  $607  70. 
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ABSTRACT- 


Siates  and 
districts. 


PENNSTLYANU. 

Philadelphia     • 

Do. 

Do. 
Presque  Isle 

DELAWARE. 

Delaware 

MARTLAND. 

Baltimore 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Oxford 
Vienna 
Snow  Hill 
Annapolis 

Do. 

Do. 
St.  Mary's 

Do. 

Do. 

DI8TRICT   OP    Cbr 
LUMBIA. 

Greorgetown 
Alexandria 
Do. 

YfROlKIA. 

Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth 


\ 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Petersburg 

Do. 
Richmond 
Yorktown 
East  RiYer 

Do. 
Tappah'annock  - 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Folly  Landing  - 
Cherr3rstone 


Collectors. 


George  Wolf    - 
Edwin  J.  Kelso  • 
Henry  Whitely 
William  Prick  - 


John  Willis  - 
Charles  Ledry  - 
George  Hudson 
Richard  Sands  - 


James  W.  Roach 


Naval  officers. 


John  Horn    - 


DabneyS.Carr 


Thomas  Turner 
Gteorge  Brent    - 


Conway  Whittle 


J.  W.  Campbell 

Thomas  Nelson 
William  Nelson 
John  Daingerfield 

Robert  S.  Gkmett 


Samuel  C.  White 
George  Holt 


Th  Gratewood 


Surveyors. 


Geo.  W.  Riler 


James  Mosher  • 
John  Chew 
Jaseph  Redue  • 


Geo.  W.  Biscoe 
Wm.  B.  Scott  - 

H.  Q.  S.~Key   - 
Robeil  Digges  - 


James  McGuire 


S.  S.  Lightfoot  - 
Robert  H.  Webb 
Rich'd  G.  Banks 
Wm.  M.  Jones 
Robert  Butler  - 

Edward  Pescud 


F.  Armistead   - 

Augustine  Owen 
William  Gray  - 
Adam  Cook 
Thos.  Armstrong 
J.  B.C.  Thornton 
Gordon  Forbes 


Places  of 
residence. 


Philadelphia  - 

Do. 

Do. 
Presque  Isle  • 


Wilmington  -   do 


Baltimore 

Do. 

Do. 
Havre  de  Grace 
Chester 
Oxford 
Vienna 
Snow  Hill     - 
Annapolis     - 
Nottingham  • 
Town  Creek  - 
St.  Mary'fiJ     • 
Llewelleosburg 
Nanjemoy     - 


GeorgetoxiTi 
Alexandria 
Do. 


Norfolk 

Do. 

Do. 
Suffolk 
Hampton 
South  duay  • 
Smithfield     • 
Petersburg    • 
City  Point     - 
Richmond     • 
Yorktown 
East  River    - 

Do. 
Tappahannock 

Urbanna 
Port  Ro)ral    • 
Fredericksburg 
Carter's  Creek  j 
Dumfries 
Yeocomico    • 
Folly  Landiog 
Chenysione  - 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 


do 
da 
do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 

t 

do. 
do. 
da 
d« 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
da 
da 
do 
do, 
do. 
do. 

* 
* 


♦  From  23d  of  March  to  3Ist  of  December,  1838. 

t  From  4th  of  July  to  31st  of  December,  1838. 

t  From  I7th  of  February  to  31st  of  December,  1838. 


tinued. 
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Emoluments. 


>06 


OOO 


3,225  89 


209  40 


-      2,398  32 


000 

000 

lOOO 
iOOO 

)0  00 

mo 


1,575  29 
22  90 

213  25 

164  58 
196.25 

17  45 


00 


22  95 


^00 


50  00 


666  57 

5,300  30 

"  36 
2  94 


533  00 
195  85 


858  17 

540  21 

2001 


50 
•^48  50 


^00      78  65 


S  00  57  75 
5  00  142  57 
^^      71  96 


90 


371  92 


829  05 


3  94 


71  60      50  29 


88 
A  84 


3,225  89 
395  08 

1,375  97 


30  00 


o 
< 


904  92 
495  85 


858  17| 
540  21 
124  95 


250  50 
1,077  64 

282  59 

371  89 


411  00 

206  63 
343  57 
250  68 


Expenditures. 


0) 

5 


1,669  81 


7,698  624,400  00 

1,575  29  300  00 

203  26 

466  19 

314  58 
446  25 

168  35 

204  70 


400  00 


75  00 
137  50 


§ 


171  19 
20  45 

22  25 

225  72 

65  93 
5  00 

9  60 


2  00 


8  24 
2  75 


23  19 
1  50 


77  23 


2  75 


5  00 


700 
25"'00 


a 

O 


65  06 
55  62 

10  00 

30  09 

10  03 
30  00 

24  00 


40  00 


33  50 
4  40 


23  57 
12  52 


30  00 


O  *^  v: 


32  57 
13  59 


4  50 
15"00 


e50 


425  46 


20  00 


10  00 


500 


15  00 


a 

o 
B 


o 


1,938  63 
89  66 

32  25 


S 


_  0) 

ox: 


1,287  26 
305  42 

1,343  72 


4,660  313,038  31 


375  96  1 ,  199  33 
50  00  153  ^ 


33  60 


42  00 


48  24 

7  15 


46  76 
14  02 


932^ 


2  75 


30  00 


43  00  4  00 


107  00 

137  50 

72  00 


432  59. 

314  58 
446  25 

126  35 


204  70 


856  68 
488  70 


811  41 
526  19 
124  95 


250  50 
144  95 


279  84 


341  89 


411  00 

101  63 
205  07 
178  68 
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States  and 
districts. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Wilmingtoa 

Do. 

Do. 
Newbem 

Do. 
Ocracoke 
Beaufort 
Washington 
Plymoutn 

Do. 
Edenton 

Do. 

Do. 
Camden 

Do. 

BOOTH  CAROLINA. 


Charleston 

Do. 

Do. 
Georgetown 
Beamort 

OEOROIA. 

Savannah 

Do. 

Do. 
Snnbor^ 
Hardwick 
Brunswick 

omo. 


Mianu 

Cuyahoga 

Sandnsqr 

mCHKUN. 

Detroit 
MirJiilimafikiiiac 


Mobile 
'VicksA>ai^ 


pearl  Riiner 
Katchez 


Collectors. 


Ia  H.  Marsteller 


T.  S.  Singleton 

Sjlvester  Brown 
James  E.  Gibble 
Thos.  H.  Blount 
Joseph  Ramsey  - 

Dun.  McDonald 


Geo.  W.  Charles 


Naval  officers. 


Dl  Sherwood 


Arch.  M.  Hooper 
N.  B.  Hancock 


James  R.  Pringle 


Thomas  L.  Shaw 
David  Turner  - 


A.  B.  Fannin    - 


Wdl  Maxwell  - 
Benjamin  Stiles 
JohnN.  Mcintosh 
Archibald  Clarke 


C.C.  P.  Hunt  - 
S.  Starkweather 
EliasH.  Haines 


John  McDonell 
Abrah.  Wendell 


John  B.  Hogan  - 
John  Thatcher  - 


Samuel  Learned 
James  Stockman 


Rob.  Howard 


Marcus  C.  Ryan 

Isaac  Pipken   - 
MUes  Slliott    • 

John  B.  Jones .  - 


Rob't  Mackey 


Thos.  H.  Jervey 


Thof .  S.  Wayne 


Places  oi 
residence 


Wilmingtoi 

Do. 

Do. 
Newbem 
Swansboroc 
Ocracoke 
Beaufort 
Washingtoi 
Plymoutli 
Windsor 
Edenton 
Murfreesbo 
Hertford 
Camden 
Currituck 


Charleston 

Do. 

Do. 
Georgetowi 
Beaufort 


Savannah 

Do. 

Do. 
Sunbury 
Hardwick 
Darien 
Su  Mary's 


Manmee 

Cleveland 

Portland 


Detroit 
Michilimad 


Mobile 
Vicksbnrg 


PearliDgton 
Natchez 


•From  1st  of  October  to  Slat  of  December,  1838. 


macd. 
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Emolaments. 


S 

£ 


673  63 
403  57 

490  70 
10  00 

d2  00 
406  35 
197  16 


00  00 


»00 
iOOO 


650 


000 
000 


liar?  00 

50 


^1 


■fi 

O  M 


766  49 


118  56 


124  23 
45  40 


1,079 
299  38 


68  96 


5  46 
II  20 


-s 


-5 

•3  i?i_ 


o 

a 


1,440  12 
525  44 

609  28 
72  50 

302  00 
774  58 
4418  56 


200  00 


,757  40|  55  512 
16  66 


6  58 


76  61 


377  do 
250  50 


t,«92  59 
382  54 


680  00 
575  54 


325  46 
667  81 
462  50 


^penditures. 


.•3 

O 


150  00 


250  00 


0) 


CQ 


15  80 

25  62 

13  00 
10^12 


8  87 


12  75 


20  00 


50  00 
12  69 


V 


<^s.- 


•5 
O 


104  90 


16  75 

60  00 

25 


lei 


50 


100  00 


45  00 
55  50 


95  00 
12  00 


10  00 
26  56 


0 

I 


15  Bm,4m  88 

525  44 


280  52 


29  75 

310  00 

10  87 


887 


PQ 


328  76 
78  60 

278  25 
464 1S8 
431  69 


200  00 


366  13 
850  50 


12  75 

95  00 
132  00 


■2",'892"5^ 
369  79 


105  00 
94  75 


585  00 
443  54 


325  46 
562  81 
367  75 


• 
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ABSTRACT— 


Slates  and 

Collectors. 

Naval  offers. 

Surveyors. 

1 

Places  of 

• 

1 

•4 

districts. 

residence. 

LOUISIANA. 

Mississippi 

J.  W.  Breedlove 

New  Orleans  - 

1838 

Do. 

^  . 

H'y  D.'Piere 

_ 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

* 

Lewis  BTWilles 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

^ 

Chas.  B.  Lenes 

Bayou  St.  John 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

^^ 

Wm.  Battison  - 

Madisonville  - 

io. 

Do. 

^ 

^^ 

John  Clarke     - 

Pittsburgh     - 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

_ 

Robert  Pnn&hon 

Cincinnati     - 

do. 

tb. 

^^ 

^ 

B.Jones  Shain 

Pontchartrain 

do. 

Do. 

^ 

^ 

Nathan  Ranney 

St.  Lonis 

do. 

Do. 

«, 

„ 

Joel  M.  Smith  - 

Nashville 

da 

Do. 

» 

^ 

Thos.  P.  Norton 

Wheeling 

do. 

Do. 

_ 

E.  S.  Camp      - 

Louisville 

6o. 

Tech€ 

Edw'dL.  Cockle 

- 

M 

Franklin 

do. 

FLORIDA. 

• 

Tuscaloosa 

Robert  Mitchell 

Pensacola     • 

do. 

Do. 

• 

^ 

Theop.F.Loften 

St.  Andrews  - 

do. 

StAngostine    - 

John  Rodman   - 

. 

M 

St.  Augustine 

do. 

St.  Johns      ~    - 

James  Dell 

_ 

- 

Jacksonville  • 

do. 

Appalachicola  - 
Do. 

Gabriel  J.  Floyd 

_ 

_ 

Appalachicola 

da 

^„ 

Jefferson  Glenn 

Femandina  • 

do. 

Key  West 

Adam  Gordon  - 

_ 

Key  West     - 

do 

St.  Marks 

Ambrose  Crane 

_ 

Manolia 

da 

Do. 

— 

D.  M.  SheflBield 

io. 

1 

11 
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tinued. 


Emolnments. 


18 


30  00 


239  65 


00  00 


348  00 


.2 

a 
a 

o 
O 


I 


438  78      - 


OS 

a 

9  0; 


S 


a 
§ 


589  6b 


00  00 


293  00 


287  27 


50  00 


1,286  78 


Expenditures. 


M 
0} 

O 


125  00 


1,130  27 


75  00 


a 
o 

GQ 


O 


o 


69  75 


25  00 


20  15 


225  00 


38  25 


13  00 


a 

9 

o 
g 
<5 


419  75 


63  25 


o 

at    ^ 
(S    0) 

V43 


s 


169  90 


i;223B3 


106  151,022  12 
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Co 
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^^ 
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^  k  ^ 

•9    ^    QJ 

IP 


^ 


^ 


•5  g3» 

Q)    ^    M 

S  «2  e 

si" 


d 

P. 

o 

u 

**  ■ 


5 
o 

H 


ociO-^ojco»o^-^Ci«5cot^«oJSSoj»^a5Qt)-^TFaD«Oi«B 


O  l>  lO  -^ 


s 


0) 


»a  ^  i^  ff»  (71 5D  r-     00     <o 

CO  Oi  "^  •^ '^^  ©  00       ®       o 


t^coo 
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C*       !JC0»-^«0»OOp-* 


V  o  o 
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I     I     Irf  I     l5     I 
CO  '^ 

4^ 


r* 

o 


CO  ^  ^ 


'5  I  I    2S  iS  igS  I  iSSS22i 


5  • 

eg  C  ai 
fc-  ^  t> 

5* 


S    S 


s 


<}• 


o 

PC4 


o 
>^ 

> 

Im 

a 
GQ 


"52 

IS 


I     194     I 

4» 


I    I    I    I    it^    I    I    I    I    I 


s 


I     I     I     I'O     I     I     I 


00  CO  CO 
*U    O  O  "^  "^ 


00 


oo 

CO' 
00 


OOi 


SS  SS  SS  $  SS  SS  3^ ' 
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I 

IK    I 


I    I    I    I    I    i   i 


i    I    i    I    I    I    I    I    1    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I    i    I    I    I    I    I    I    I   I 


^fl>. 


M       JM 


8W« 


•s-a  o  s  — -s  *— . 


e 
o 
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0} 
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o 


g 

0) 
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I' 
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23th  CoNGEEss,  [  SENATE.  1  r  202 


3d  Session. 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF  THE 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  ALABAMA, 


IN  RELATION 


To  the  currency,  and  the  coUeciion  and  keeping  of  the  public  revenue. 


February  11,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ocdered  to  be  printed* 


ENROLLED  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 

There  are  now,  and  have  been  for  the  last  five  years,  two  great  political 
questions  before  the  people  of  this  Union. 

The  first,  What  is  the  legitimate  currency  of  the  United  States  under 
*e  federal  constitution  ? 

The  second.  To  whose  keeping  shall  the  public  revenue  be  intrusted 
^beo  collected? 

These  questions  have  been,  during  that  whole  period,  a  perpetual 
^rce  of  animated  discussion  by  tho  people  in  their  primary  assemblies, 
^n  their  legislative  assemblies,  and  in  their  Congress  halls. 

To  establish  what  is  the  legitimate  currency,  it  has  been  strenuously, 
^^fged  that  the  constitution  has  conferred  on  Congress  the  power  to  regulate 
U)e  currency,  and,  under  that  power,  to  incorporate  a  Bank  of  the  Unit^ 
plates.  This  power,  it  is  admitted  by  the  advocates  •of  a  National  Bank, 
jts  not  derived  from  any  express  words  in  the  constitution  itself,  but  is 
^plied  fh)m  tke  uniform  action  of  Congress  in  granting  successive  char- 
^rs,  firom  the  adjudications  of  the  courts  of  justice,  and  from  the  current 
of  jmiblic  opinion  in  its  favor. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  Legislature  considers  the  qu^tion  of  implied 
lowers  put  at  rest  by  the  express  negative  in  the  tenth  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  wherein  it  is  provided, 

'<  That  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  this  constitu- 
tion, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  to  the  people." 

This  reservation  of  undelegated  powers  is  nooreover  put  beyond  a  doubt 
by  the  action  of  the  General  Convention  that  framed  the  constitution,  in 
their  negative  on  the  proposition  to  grant  letters  of  incorporation ;'  nor  has 
the  constitution,  in  any  portion  of  it,  recognised  any  other  currency,  either 
liiectly  or  impUedlv,  but  gold  or  silver;  and  has  positivelv  declared 
4iat  nothing  but  gold  or  silver  shall  constitute  a  tender ;  and  it  is  cer- 
jBJnly  a  poUtioal.  partidoz  that  adpiwt^  U  no  solution,  to  call  that,  which  is 

^lair  db  Rives,  printers. 


C  20ai]  ^ 

declared  by  the  supreme  power  of  the  Government  to  be  ho  tender,  the 
currency  of  the  most  commercial  nation  in  the  world. 

In  whose  keeping^  the  revenue  shall  be  intrusted,  is  a  question  of  vital 
import&nce  to  the  American  people.  And  the  great  contest  is,  Whether 
it  shall  be  confided  to  the  If^ieffiig  of  W6  a^nts  of  the  Grovernment, 
selected  from  the  great  mass  of  the  people  for  their  good  morals,  high 
standing  in  the  community,  immedialieLy  responsible  to  the  GrovernmeDt, 
under  all  the  obligations  it  may  think  proper  to  exact,  and  all  the  penalties 
it  may  thiqU  j^vopef  16  iAfict;  6r  t^  thft|  of  fl^bimk  t>f  a;ib%AlsU]d  or  ten 
thousand  stockholders,  whose  avowed  object  is  gain,  ana  whose  respon- 
sibility, from  their  numbers,  their  perpetual  shifting  and  their  independent 
relation  to  the  Government,  neither  appoiVited  by  it,  nor  under  its  control, 
can  never  fae>d]ftieeBt1[^led):n(9rM^ 

From  a  full  view  of  these  tacts,  this  Legislature  greatly  prefers  agents 
selected  by  the  Government  itself,  ^ameaable  to  its  orders,  subject  to  its 
immediate  control,  punishabler  at  k^  di3cretipD,  and  removable  at  its 
biddinff.    Wherefore, 

1.  Be  it  resolved  %  m  9MM  md  H6m^  6f  Bipfesentatives  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  in  General  Assembfyvonvened,  That  our  Senators  be 
instructed,  and  our  Representatives  be  requested,  to  vote  against  the 
recharter  of  the  fitethW  of  Ihid  t^tUJed' SftlM^,  dr  the^^tdblishment  of  any 
other  bank. 

^  ma/mfU^^eM^iaB^  ttm  kmikw^tff^Apf'&^id^Tlmii^m  Senaidrs 
be  also  instructed,  and  our  Represedtttti^^r^dUeSit^fla^tippoirt  tf^ 
for  th^  eiitife sefMr&Uon  df  tfa^putdterevtou^fi^  ^  eoiiool 

of  any  bank  or  banks  of  any  description  whatever. 

3.  Biit  fiifih^r^(4^^  hy  iti^  MUtlmU^  dfmMdi  TH»toeiBoe  tlie 
constitution  recognises  no  other  currency  than  gold  or  sil^et^  taid  no- 
p^i^^  rei|u^  tilat  all  taii^  stiiAl  kk  \mkkmwkii  eifottl  throfqkJDUt 

th^  iJhim,  th^^mp^ytmmby^^lmQapi^tt^^  bMd^ 

in  the  collection  aiDA  dii^m^ttte^to^  itc^  hi^im^  ttitiWDt8{tei»{d4in^(l 
uHdiittilibl^  itifraciloty  ^f ^  thdS;  ^mirfsd  i#Mftf meht^'  wMeh^  Aw  cdiiUdMitM99 
of  hupudfentf  ptiMi^^eomi  htiA^no  ft$e^  «f  imdMlMt}^  on^t  Uibf  ^ 
etQmb^  Ahi  o^9  iSbttaiMS'  iftte  h^rtiifey ItM^  arid  oar  Iteprogenii§v» 
re^u^led,  td  firTipfM^  Md  tbOe^  ^r  sb to  Miitouve  ^  or ^  aeheow  i  df  poikf/ 
th^  dbjlsot  tft  }mM  OMl  be,  bf  hjm6\Mmd  CMtate' ^riem^  iaWg 
re^fMld  ^ ti% ei!«bdErmK»fmnt  atid  Itmebti^dniiaif  of  ^lk^\ufmigif,  lo^ii^tiir 
ldng^ttodi%  We^b  (rf  tfi^  c^iiislMtif^ 

4.  Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  firm  Iflfd  (Mtiltedl  tONiie^ef  dtf 
F^^^^ut  bf  th»  XMH^  Stat^  n^if  the  eabjko  iX  Aie  finehcer  of  Hie 
GdV<eH!iMM^'  ixveetfl  ettiA  fef6Bivm  am  MSin  ^ppi^tatiiliv 

5.  And  be  it  further  resolved  by  Ma<mmA)ltt^  d/crnw^ 

ntiftf  dtlti^ t^^Hit' tiGtf^h6  lUiA  add  collctelditb^ thb  >G«Bertl! OdVMIdietit 
to  itfs^  tm^^  w  m  mi  ifm  Xb^lhe  ki^^  wlwMim  pobBc 

officers  or  banks;  to  speculators,  or  any  other  class  of  citizeliieifriM|tflDMt; 
aM  that  trvd  ahuwni  tftM^  sh(»[»  be  bM^  mtStkM^  «i^  iMm  tfie 
ei^eh^  df  ai^  ^c^lk)ri[lkil  MMbistTMAiW'  nrf  thb^^^ad^rfiuiiiigt, .^baJmU 
be  khpt  to  b^  Ap(Al0d  to  thkt  db^ti  MmI^io  ortM/ 

6.  And  b&  it  ft'mk^  i^m^d  by  tht  Mfk^Uf  ny^m^aidi  Ttmtibi 
Getieral  GdVefttlli^tit  has  no  right  to  l!te  the  ffiuhey  of  tto  jnepM*  lor 
batikihiflr  p^^poses !  Ahtit,  comiiqtt^tiy,  amy  ati«y«pt ion  otepAnorOb^Mi^ 
by  thei  meilnisolf  A  bkak  cMaitery  &t  My  mller  legMatifet  i^^        «^ 
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del^ate  such  power  to  others,  will,  aa  heretofore,  meet  with  the  unceasing 
opposition  of  the  democratic  and  State  rights  party  of  this  State. 

7.  And  be  it  further  resolved  by  the  author  ity  aforesaid,  .That  we 
deprecate  the  evils  resulting  from  the  action  of  the  Government  in  the 
creation  of  bank  monopolies  not  authorized  by  the  constitution,  the  effect 
of  which  has  been  to  divert  the  commerce  of  the  South  from  its  direct 
and  natural  channel  to  its  present  circuitous  route. 

8.  And  be  it  further  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  a  direct 
and  free  trade  with  Europe  is  of  vital  importance  to  Alabama. 

9.  And  be  it  further  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
present  administration  of  the  General  Government,  by  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  South,  and  guarding  our  institutions,  has  won  our  admira- 
tion, and  secured  our  support;  and  that  we  deeply  deplore  the  course 
of  such  Southern  statesmen  afi^  by  acting  in  concert  with  its  opponents, 
are  aiding  to  place  those  in  power  who  are  adverse  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  South  and  the  great  principles  of  the  democratic  republican 
party,  as  illustrated  in  the  political  life  and  writings  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

10.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Governor  is  hereby  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  each 
Senator  and  Representative  from  this  State  in  Congress. 

J.  W.  McCLUNG, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JAMES  M.  CALHOUN, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  January  24, 1839.  A.  P.  BAGBY. 
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KEPORT 


PROM 


THE   SECRETARY  OF    WAR, 


IN  COMFUANCE 


WUh  a  resolution  cf  the  Senate^  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of  Fort 
Armstrong,  on  Rock  island ,  lUinoiSf  and  the  occupation  of  said  islaf  id. 


February  11,  1839. 

Referred  lo  tfie  Commiiiee  on  ihe  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  February  9,  1839. 

Sir:  By  a  resolution  pf  th^  Senate  o(thQ  26th, ultimo,  the  Secretary  of 
War  is  required  to  report : 

1st.  Whether  Fort  Armstrong,  on  ,  Rock  island,  Illinois,  has  been  aban- 
doned as  a  military  post. 

2d.  In  that  case,  what  di$i)osition  has  been  made  of  the  fortification  and 
public  buildings  at  that  place. 

3d.  Whether  any  order  has  been  issued  from  (he  department  to  remove 
from  the  occupancy  of  t'he  said  island  any  of  the  citizenis  of  Illinois. 

4th.  And,  if  so.  under  what  circumstances  the  same  was  issued. 

In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  the  post  in  the  latter  part  of  th^  year  1836,  when  it  was 
considered  unnecessary  for  further  military  purposes ;  and  it  has  not  been 
occupied  as  a  military  station  since.  It  has,  however,  been  deemed  prpper 
to  retain  the  jurisdiction  of  it  in  this  department  for  purposes  connected 
with  our  Indian  relations  in  that  quarter. 

In  reference  to  the  second  inquiry,  I  have  to  state  that  the  materials  of  all 
the  structures  were  sold  at  public  sale  soon  after  the  military  abanjdonment  of 
the  island,  in  1836,  except  the  house  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  post,  and  those  connected  with,  and  belonging  to, 
the  Indian  agency  at  that  place.  These  were  reserved  and  have  been 
used  for  the  business  of  that  agency. 

In  reference  to  the  third  and  fourth  inquiries,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  the  instructions  of  the  department  to  the  agent  charged  with  the  care 
of  the  island,  were,  to  protect  it  from  depredations  and  settlement  by  any 
and  all  persons ;  that  notwithstanding  it  was  a  legal  military  reservation, 
and  specially  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  laws  granting  pre-emptions^ 
several  persons  during  the  last  year  removed  to  it,  and  commenced  build- 
in?,  clearing  the  land,  and  committing  ^reat  destruction  of  timber,  though 
fully  advised  by  the  agent  of  the  illegality  of  their  course — of  the  views  of 
the  department  as  to  its  jurisdiction  over  the  island,  and  of  its  intention 
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to  preserve  it,  for  the  present,  from  such  settlement  and  injury.   During  the 
temporary  absence  of  the  Indian  agent,  some  of  these  individuals  even 
forced  open  and  removed  into  the  agency  buildings,  where  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  business  of  the  agency  were  kept,  and,  on  his  return,  refused 
to  give  him  possession,  which  was  productive  of  considerable  embarrass- 
ment and  some  delay  in  the  transaction  of  his  necessary  official  business. 
Remonstrance  and  advice  were  of  no  avail ;    they  claimed  the  right  to  the 
property  under  the  preemption  laws,  and  asserted  their  determination  to 
hold  it.     Finding  that  conciliatory  measures  were  useless  and  of  no  effect, 
the  facts  were  reported  to  the  President,  who,  in  the  month  of  October  last, 
directed  the  department  to  ,give  instructions  to  the  marshal,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  18U7,  for  the  prevention  of  set- 
tlements on  public  lands,  and  to  take  such  other  legal  measures  as  might  be 
requisite  for  the  removal  of  the  intruders  from  the  reservation.    Instructions 
were  promptly  issued  to  the  marshal  ibr  the  district  of  Illinois,  directing 
him  to  proceed  to  the  reservation,  without  delay,  ascertain  who  were  the 
intruders,  inform  himself  of  the  shortest  period  within  which  they  could 
make  their  arrangements  for  removal  without  serious  loss  to  their  property, 
make  known  to  uiem  the  expectation  that  they  would  not  delay  beyond 
that  period,  and  that  if  they  did,  it  would  become  his  duty  to  remove  them 
by  force.    He  was  told  that  it  was  hoped  a  resort  to  force  would  not  become 
necessary,  and  that  they  would  promptly  remove  on  being  informed  of  the 
determination  of  the  Executive  not  to  permit  them  to  remain  ;  but  that 
should  he  unfortunately  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  force,  he  would  call  for 
such  as  he  might  deem  absolutely  necessary,  on  the  commanding  officer 
%it  Fort  Crawford,  who  would  be  instructed  to  comply  with  his  requisition. 
In  this  event,  he  was  told  also  to  act  with  as  much  forbearance,  considers- 
tion,  and  delicacy  as  might  be  consistent  with  a  prompt  and  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duty  imposed  upon  him — ^first  fully  and  mildly  explaining  tbe 
follv  of  resistance  on  tlie  part  of  the  intruders,  and  the  want  of  discretion 
on  nis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate, 
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MEMORIAL 


OP 


WILLIAM  C.  POOLE, 


PRAYING 


atronagt  of  Congress  to  a  proposed  publication  to  show  the  latiiudt 
and  longitude,  and  the  variation  of  the  compass. 


,  ^ 


February  11,  1839. 

Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce,  aiid  ordered  to  be  printed. 


honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

lliam  C.  Poole,  of  tlie  city  of  Baltimore,  and  State  of  Maryland, 

CTFULLY    REPRESENTS : 

t  he  is  a  native  of  the  United  States,  and  by  profession  a  minister  of 
;  that  he  iias  lon^  considered  the  common  compass  and  dipping 
to  be  very  imperfect  instruments,  and  that  their  imperfection  has 
le  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  great  difficulty  of  making  any  con- 
le  improvement  in  magnetic  science;  he  hsis,  therefore,  labored  to 
let  a  set  of  instruments  which  may  be  more  perfectly  under  the  gov- 
it  of  the  established  laws  of  magnetism  ;.  believing  that  such  means 
an  give  the  world  any  hope  of  a  correct  system  of  terrestrial  mag- 
He  thinks  he  has  at  length  succeeded.  His  invention  consists  in 
and  useful  improvement  of  ihedipping  needle,  and  an  accompany- 
trument  which  he  calls  a  trigonomder.  These  he  uses  for  finding 
e,  longitude,  and  the  variation  of  the  compass.  Their  nature  is 
5  to  supersede  the  use  of  all  trigonometrical  tables,  but  not  entirely 
ude  the  employment  of  the  sextant  and  quadrant.  He  lias  used 
)oth  by  land  sea,  through  seven  degrees  of  latitude  and  six  of  lon- 
and  so  far  has  practically  demonstrated  their  utility.  The  nature  of 
irse  which  he  now  takes  will  show  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  him 
e  any  exhibit  of  his  apparatus  ;  moreover  it  will  not  be  necessary 
1  to  give  any  theory  of  terrestrial  magnetism ;  because  this  could 
J  hypothetical,  and,  in  his  humble  opinion,  would  not  be  in  strict  ac- 
ce  with  the  true  spirit  of  scientific  research.  He  has,  it  is  true,  a 
which  is  dilferent  ir  >m  all  others  ;  but  it  must  remain  with  himself, 
eveloped  in  future  by  the  nature  of  those  observations  which  will 
!e  from  time  to  time,  in  order  that  its  claim  for  attention  and  res|^cV 
le  world,  when  made,  may  be  firmly  founded. 
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But  as  it  is  necessary  to  the  constant  use  of  these  instruments  to  know 
at  all  times  the  true  place  of  the  line  of  no  variation,  and  as  that  knowledge 
cannot,  in  his  opinion,  be  obtained  without  regularly  progressive  observa- 
tions, he  has  established  a  magnetic  observatory  for  that  purpose;  and  know- 
ing that  his  reports  will  be  of  great  importance  to  all  mariners,  surveyors, 
and  engineers  in  our  country,  he  has  advertised  that  he  will  issue  quarterly 
reports  of  all  the  changes  of  variation  that  may  take  place  through- each 
year:  the  first  of  which,  for  1839,  to  be  a  magnetic  chart  of  the  United 
States,  showing  the  variation  of  the  compass  for  every  sixtieth  geographi- 
cal mile,  through  the  whole  latitudinal  and  longitudinal  extent  thereof:  the 
terms  being  10  dollars  per  annum. 

As  those  observations  will  also  be  of  public  benefit,  he  respectfully  pro- 
poses that  Congress  authorize  as  many  copies  for  the  United  States  as  may, 
in  their  wisdom,  be  considered  a  suitable  amount  of  patronage,  and  that  the 
payment  of  that  amount  shall  be  conditional.  If  he  shall  fail  to  give  the 
truth,  or  a  satisfactory  approximation  to  it,  in  reporting  the  variations,  then 
he  will  not  consider  himself  entitled  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  so  sub- 
scribed by  Congress ;  but  should  he  prove  himself  entitled  to  such  patron- 
age, and,  by  the  character  of  his  observations,  secure  confidence  in  the  ser- 
vices which  he  may  render  to  his  country,  he  will,  in  addition  to  his  regular 
reports,  at  any  time  when  demanded,  give  a  correction  or  proof  of  the  mag- 
netic polarity  of  any  chart  or  charts  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  vessels, 
or  for  any  other  public  purpose. 

By  the  above  proposition  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  he  does  not  appear 
before  Congress,  asking  aid  out  of  the  United  States  Treasury,  that  he  may 
be  enabled  to  visit  a  foreign  country  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  in- 
struments which  are  to  be  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  or  to 
assist  him  in  the  security  of  any  premium  offered  by  a  foreign  Government, 
nor  indeed  to  aid  him  in  the  completion  of  his  invention.     This  he  has  so 
far  completed,  and  so  far  practically  demonstrated  by  his  own  private  means, 
as  to  be  able  now  to  offer  his  services  to  his  country,  in  such  a  way  as  may 
fully  test  the  merits  of  his  invention  at  home,  before  it  ventures  to  go  abroad 
for  a  premium.     Besides,  the  course  which  he  is  about  to  pursiie  will  not 
only  put  his  fellow  citizens,  first  of  all,  in  possession  of  the  advantages  of  bis 
invention,  but  it  will  furnish  them  with  the  opportunity  and  the  means  of 
making  that  improvement  in  the  science  of  terrestrial  magnetism,  which  is 
80  desirable  to  the  world,  and  which  every  other  country  has  failed  to  make. 

WILLIAM  C.  POOLE 


25th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  r  205  1 


MEMORIAL 

OF  THE 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  AMERICAN  SILK  SOCIETY, 

ON  THE 

Subject  of  ike  culture  of  silk. 


February  11,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represent,  that  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
fto\n  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Silk  Society,  they  send 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  the  friends  of  sUk 
culture  in  the  United  States,  which  met  at  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  Decem- 
ber last,  as  also  the  proceedings  of  the  "  American  Silk  Society,"  formed  by 
and  out  of  that  convention. 

It  was  believed  by  those  whom « we  represent,  in  which  opinion  the 
undersigned  fully  concur,  that,  under  the  influence  of  existincr  circum- 
stances, some  of  them  of  recent  occurrence,  and  having  a  powerful  bearing 
on  the  subject,  the  culture  of  silk  may  now?  be  prosecuted  with  profit 
in  every  State  of  this  Union,  and  that  it  must  soon  be  added  as  an  impor- 
tant one  more  to  the  list  of  American  staples. 

The  reasons  which  justify  this  opinion,  are  in  some  measure  detailed  in 
the  proceediiigfs  of  this  convention  and  society,  herewith  transmitted,  and 
will  be  more  fully  set  forth  and  sustained  in  subsequent  numbers  of  a  jour- 
nal, established  lor  that  purpose  under  the  auspices  of  the  society. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted,  that  by  causin?  these  proceedings  to  be 
printed  and  widely  published,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  would  the 
sooner  awaken  public  attention  to  an  object  which  is  calculated  to  promote 
individual  prosperity,  and  to  add  to  our  sources  of  national  wealth  and  in- 
dependence.   The  subscribers  forbear  to  dilate  on  a  subject  of  such  obvious 
public  interest,  nor  can  they  doubt  that  measures  calculated  to  illustrate 
and  promote  it,  will  be  deemed  within  the  sphere  not  only  of  the  legitimate 
duties,  but  of  the  paranf^ount  obligations  of  the  National  L^islature,  so  &r 
€U  least  as  that  may  be  done  by  making  their  proceedings,  which  they  are 
commanded  to  publish,  the  medium  of  light  to  their  constituents  on  a  mat« 
ter  which  intimately  and  happily  blends  the  welfare  of  agriculture  with 
the  kindred  and  inseparable  interests  of  humanity,  embracing,  as  do  the 
affections  of  the  true  patriot,  the  whole  Union. 

J.  S.  SKINNER, 
LUTHER  S.  COX, 
GIDEON  a  SMITH. 
February  6,  1839. 

^^Itir  ft  Rives,  printmT 


[205]  -2 

NATIONAL  SILK  CONVENTION. 

The  convention  of  silk  culturists  assembled  in  the  Grand  Iiodge  room 
of  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  Tuesday,  December  11, 
1838.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  delegates  were  in  attendance,  from 
eleven  States  and  the  District  of  Ck)lumbia. 

Judge  CoMSTOCK,  of  Connecticut,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  C.  C. 
Cox,  of  Baltimore,  and  J.  F.  Callan,  of  Washington,  appointed  secretaries. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved^  that  all  persons  present  from  different  parts 
of  the  United  States,  friendly  to  the  objects  of  this  convention,  and  not  duly 
appointed  delegates,  be  invited  to  take  9eats  in  this  convention. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  States  be  called  in  order,  and  the 
names  of  the  delegates  from  each  be  reported  to  the  secretaries. 

The  names  of  the  delegates  having  been  recorded,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy -five  in  attendance. 

Dr.  Buck,  of  Washington,  then  moved  that  the  convention  adjourn,  to 
meet  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Upon  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Buck,  Gummere, 
Kinsman,  Olmstead,  Hopper,  Clarke,  Thomson,  Ellis,  Henry,  and  McLean, 
participated.    The  motion  was  then  postponed. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved^  that  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  from  each 
State,  be  appointed  to  nominate  permanent  officers  to  the  convention. 

The  committee,  ^fter  having  retired  for  consultation,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing  persons  as  officers  of  the  convention : 

Judge  CoMSTOCK,  of  Connecticut,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Samuel  Whitmarsl),  of  Mass.  Judge  Eccleston,  of  Maryland. 

E.  A.  Russell,  of  Connecticut,  Michael  Nourse,  of  Dist.  of  CoL 

J.  H.  King,  ojf  NeiD  York.  James  Winston,  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Greene,  of  New  Jersey.  James  Duncan,  ojf  Ohio. 

Samuel  D.  Ingham,  of  Penn.  J.  Adams,  of  Georgia. 
Dr.  A.  Naudain,  of  Delaware. 

Luther  J.  Cox,  of  Baltimore,  Treasurer. 

Secretaries. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  of  Baltimore.  George  Gaskell. 

J.  F,  Callan,  of  Washington.  M.  T.  C.  Gould,  of  Penn. 

T.  S.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  a  committee  b«  appointed  to  report  business  for 
the  action  of  the  convention. 

Committee  op  Business. — Samuel  R.  Gummere,  of  New  Jersey; 
Samuel  Whitmarsh,  of  Massachusetts ;  Dr.  R.  W.  Hall,  of  Maryland ;  Dr. 
Thomson,  of  Delaware  ;  Judge  Eccleston,  of  Maryland  ;  Gideon  B.  Smith, 
of  Maryland ;  Mr.  Milner,  of  New  Jersey  ;  Dr.  William  Gibbons,  of  Dela- 
ware ;  Thomas  S.  Pleasants  of  Virginia ;  Daniel  Longstreth,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; 0.  G.  Atkinson,  of  New  Jersey;  J.  H.  Cobb,  of  Massachusetts; 
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Henry  Snyder,  of  Pennsylvania;  J.  F.  Callan,  of  District  of  Columbia; 
Geortre  Ohnstead,  of  Connecticut ;  Edward  P.  Roberts,  of  Maryland. 

Tlie  convention  then  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  convention  assembled  at  seven  o'clock, 
p.  M.  Additional  names  were  handed  in  of  members  of  the  convention, 
after  which  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  business  of  the  con- 
vention submitted  the  following  resolutions  ;  which  were  adopted  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  National  Silk  Society,  and 
that  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  draught  and  report  a 
constitution  for  the  same. 

Committee  on  this  resolution,  Messrs.  Gummere,  Cobb,  Thomson,  Buck, 
and  McLean. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draught  an 
address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  culture  of  silk. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Gibbons,  and  Gummere. 

3.  Resolved,  l^hat  a  committee  of  three  practical  men  be  appointed  to 
recommend  the  best  silk  reel  for  the  United  States,  and  that  the  committee 
be  requested  to  ffive  their  reasons  for  their  preference. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Whitmarsh,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Cobb. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  the  session  of  the  convention  to  Washington 
was  then  called  up  by  Mr.  McLean,  and  after  some  discussion  was  rejected. 

On  motiop,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepare  rules  of  order  for  tlie  convention. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Kinsrajan,  Naudain,  and  Pleasants. 

Tlie  convention  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

December  12,  1838. 

The  convention  having  again  assembled,  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  rules  of  order  made  a  report ;  which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  a  constitution  for  a  National  Silk 
Society  made  a  report ;  which,  after  being  amended,  wa&  adopted. 

Many  resolutions  were  offered  and  laid  on  the  table,  after  whrch  the  con- 
vention adjourned  to  meet  at  seven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  in  order  that  an  opportu- 
nity might  be  afforded  the  members  during  the  afternoon  to  form  the  na- 
tional society. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  convention  assembled  at  seven  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  special  order  being  the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  Thomson : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  this  con^'ention,  that  silk 
'nay  be  grown  in  all  the  United  States,  not  only  for  domestic  purposes,  but 
^^  a  valuable  article  of  commercial  export,  thereby  giving  (Ictive  employ- 
'^^ent  to  American  labor,  and  retaining  millions  of  dollars  in  our  country, 
that  are  annually  sent  out  of  it  for  the  purchase  of  silken  goods. 

The  presentation  of  the  above  resolution  cliciced  much  interesting  in- 
£>rruation  from  Messrs.  Cobb,  of  Massachaset/s,  Smith,  of  Massachusetts, 
Snaith,  of  Maryland,  Comstock,  Olmstead,  Whitmarsh,  and  many  others. 
T^he  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  convention  adjourned 
^^  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

^  December  13. 

The  convention  assembled  dt  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  committee  appointed  to  recommend  the  best  silk  reel  for  the  UtviXxS. 
States  reported.     Afler  considerable  discussion  on  the  leipoiX,  VYv^  'Rct 
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Mr.  Mclean,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute,  which 
was  accepted,  and  unanimously  adopted,  viz : 

Whereas^  the  committee  appointed  to  recommend  the  best  reel  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  made  a  report,  recommending  the  Pied- 
montese  reel  as  combining  the* principles  necessary  to  produce  a  perfect 
and  convenient  article ;  therefore — 

jResolved,  That  the  convention  recommend  said  reel  or  any  other  com- 
bining its  essential  principles  and  proportions  to  the  silk-growers  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Silk  So- 
ciety be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  public,  in  such  way  as  they  see 
proper,  the  importance  and  necessity  of  adopting  said  reel. 

Dr.  Gibbons,  of  Delaware,  offered  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  convention  recommend  to  those  who  are  cultivating 
the  mulberry  tree  for  market,  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  production  of 
gilk,  by  which  they  will  not  only  increase  their  own  gain,  but  eminently 
subserve  the  interests  of  their  country  by  diffusing  a  knowledge  of  this 
highly  important  branch  of  national  industry,  and  exhibiting  practical  and 
demonstrable  evidence  of  the  profits  to  be  derived  therefrom. 

Dr.  Gibbons  prefaced  his  resolutions  by  some  appropriate  remarks,  during 
which  he  exhibited  a  calculation  of  the  profits  of  the  silk  culture,  d^. ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  recorded  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  McLean  also  read  a  statement  showing  the  results  of  the  experiment 
of  raising  silk  on  the  sixteenth  of  an  acre,  planted  with  the  morus  multt- 
caulis.     It  was  also  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  translation  of  the  observations 
of  a  French  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  trees,  worms,  &c. ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  special  attention  of  the  executive  committee. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  offered  and  adopted  : 

By  Mr.  Gummere,  of  New  Jersey : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  friends  of  the  silk  culture  in 
the  several  States,  where  no  laws  for  the  purpose  now  exist,  to  endeavor 
to  procure  the  passage  of  acts  to  encourage  this  branch  of  industry. 

By  Mr.  Skinner,  of  Maryland  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
tendered  to  the  several  gentlemen  who  have  favored  it  with  a  view  of 
specimens  of  cocoons  and  of  American  silk,  both  rav^  and  manufactured, 
and  with  their  observations,  the  result  of  their  researches  and  experience 
on  the  great  objects  for  which  this  convention  was  assembled. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland : 

Resolved^  That  the.  members  of  this  convention  from  the  several  States 
and  the  District  of  Coluipbia  be  requested  to  apply  to  their  several  Legisla- 
tures for  such  legal  enactments  as  shall  protect  the  plantations  of  mulberry 
trees  from  depredation,  and  laaake  stealing  or  carrying  away  mulberry  trees 
by  trespassel^  an  act  of  felony. 

By  Mr.  Winston,  of  Virginia : 
^     Resolved,  That  the  respective  Stale  delegations  composing  this -conven- 
tion, upon  their  return  to  their  constitueuts,  be  requested  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  same,  and  of  others  friendly  to  the  silk  cause,  and  lay  before  them 
such  information  as  they  may  have  collected. 

Resohed,  That  the  respective  delegations,  at  the  meetings  proposed  to 
be  called  by  the  foregoing  resolution,  propose  the  formation  of  State  socie- 
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ixiliary  to  the  national  society,  and  of  county  societies,  auxiliary  to 
te  societies. 

)r.  Thomson,  of  Delaware  : 

)lved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are  due,  and  they  are 
tendered,  to  all  the  pioneers  and  promoters  of  the  silk  culture  in  the 
States  ;  and  that  to  Gideon  R  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  great  merit  at- 
for  his  untiring  zeal  and  devoted  exertions  in  diffusing  much  useful 
dge  connected  with  tho  subject. 
Ir.  San^fston,  of  Maryland  : 

)lved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  convention  be  published  in 
let  form,  in  such  number  that  each  and  every  society  represented  in 
fiveution  shall  be  furnished  with  one  or  more  numbers  of  said  pro- 
;s,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  carry  the  resolu- 
10  effect, 
mittce,  Messrs.  C.  C.  Cox,  G.  B.  Smith,  and  Henry  Mankin,  of  Ma- 

)hedj  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  different  States  and 
iries  to  choose  delegates  to  meet  in  convention^  upon  the  subject  of* 
ing  ^he  culture  of  silk  in  our  country,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
jnd  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  December,  1839. 
Sr.  Kinsman,  of  Pennsylvania  : 

ilved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  are  hereby  tendered  to 
3trates  from  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore,  for  the  superior  ar- 
lents  made  by  them  for  our  accommodation ;  and  also  to  the  citizens 
imore  for  the  cordial  reception  and  courtesy  which  we  have  individ- 
>ceived  at  their  hands,  since  our  arrival  in  this  place. 
Ived,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  tendered  to  the  presi- 
ice-presidents,  and  secretaries,  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in 
they  have  respectively  discharged  their  duties, 
convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 


AMERICAN  SILK  SOCIETY. 

December  12,  1838. 

ilf  past  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  members  of  the  convention  having 
led  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  proposed  association,  it  was 
Ived^  That  a  committee  of  one  from  each  State  represented,  be  ap- 
I.  to  report  officers  for  the  American  Silk  Society, 
society  then  adjourned  to  reassemble  at  half  past  six  o'clock,  p.  m. 
society  having  again  met  at  the  hour  above  named,  the  committee 
i  the  following  officers,  who  were  unanimously  elected  : 

Dr.  Arnold  Naudain,  of  Delaware,  President. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

e  Comstock,  of  Connecticut.  Philip  Physic,  of  Pennsylvania.  - 

e  Hopper,  of  Maryland.  J.  F.  Callan,  of  District  Columbia, 

jel  VVhilmarsh.  of  Mass.  ^  Dr.  George  Green,  of  New  Jersey* 

IS  Winston,  of  Virginia.  Dr.  Thos.  P.  Joues^  ol  liSaX.  OA- 
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J.  O.  Law,  of  Maryland,   Treasurer. 

GibKON  B.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Corresponding  ^earetary. 

Dr.  0.  C.  Cox.  of  Maryland,  Recording  Sccntary. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


L.  J.  Cox, 
S.  R.  Gummere, 
I.  Kinsman, 
G.  R.  Garretson, 
^  Dr.  William  Gibbons, 


J.  S.  Skinner, 
Dr.  Howard, 
Thomas  S.  Pleasants, 
John  Mason,  jr. 


The  president  and  corresponding  secretary  are  memters  exofficio. 
The  society  then  adjourned  iintil  nine  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning,  to 
give  way  to  the  convention. 

December  13,  1838. 

The  American  Silk  Society  convened  at  nine  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Dr.  Thomson,  of  Delaware,  oflFered  the  following  resolution;  which 
passed  unanimously  : 

-  Resolved,  That  a  National  Silk  Journal  ought  to  be  established  under 
the  auspices  of  the  executive  committee,  and  all  the  funds  over  and  above 
the  support  of  said  paper  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  advancement  of 
tlie  silk  cause  in  the  United  States.* 

Mr.  Gummere,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  following  resolution  ;  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  friends  of  the  silk  cause  to  take 
tlie  necessary  means  for  organizing  State  societies,  auxiliary  to  the  Ameri- 
can Silk  Society,  which  shall  be  represented  therein  by  delegates. 

Mr.  Snyder,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  following  ;  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  committee  to  offer 
such  premium  a«  they  may  think  in  accordance  with  the  funds  of  the 
society,  to  encourage  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  silk,  and  that  this  be 
done  at  an  early  day. 

The  hour  having  arrived  for  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  the  society 
adjourned  to  half  past  three  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  society  having  convened  at  half  past  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  Dr.  Gib- 
bons, of  Delaware,  offered  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That,,  in  the  judgment  of  this  society,  there  are  no  occupa- 
tions that  promise  more  to  ameliorate  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of 
a  large  portion  of  our  popufation,  and  to  elevate  them  in  the  scale  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  worth,  than  those  involved  in  the  culture  of  silk.  Poor 
children,  indigent  females,  the  lame  and  infirm  of  both  sexes,  and  all  aift^r 
will  find  in  this  branch  of  industry  employment  lucrative,  healthy,  a"<^ 
moral.  That  the  philanthropic  and  humane,  with  those  of  the  clerical 
and  learned  professions,  in  promoting,  by  their  influence  and  example,  the 
culture  of  silk,  will  add  another  to  the  many  already  existing  evidences  of 
their  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  our  people,  and  will  deserve  the 
thanks  of  their  fellow-citizens  and  of  this  society. 

Mr.  Kinsman,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  following;  which  was  aclaj)ted: 


•  Under  this  resolution  J.  S.  Skinner,  Esq.,  posrmaster  of  Baliiraore,  has  been  sohciiediJ 
edit  the  Journal,  and  has  accepted  the  invitation. 
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dved,  That  the  executive  coininitlee  are  herebv  instructed  to  taice 
es  to  procure  the  formation  of  State  societies,  and  that  they  hfive 
ity  to  elect  to  the  office  of  vice-president,  each  president  of  a  State 
,  if  in  their  judgment  they  shall  deem  it  expedient  before  the  next 

meeting. 
Dox,  of  Maryland,  offered  tlie  following  ;  which  were  adopted  : 
)lved.  ^rhat  the  executive  coinmillee  be  requested  to  prepare  an 
t  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  and  of  the  society,  to  be 
ed  to  both  houses  of  Congress. 
)lved,  That  when  this  society  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  in  the 

Washington  on  the  second  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
ber,  1839. 
society  then  adjourned. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SILK  SOCIETY. 

» 

iCLE  1.  This  society  shall  be  called  "  The  American  Silk  Soc\ety^^^ 
ect  of  which  shall  be  to  promote  the  production  and  manufacture  of 
the  United  States. 

.  2.  Any  member  of  this  convention,  and  any  other  person  approved 
Lhe  executive  committee  hereinafter  provided  for,  may  become  a 
r  of  this  society  by  signing  this  constitution,  or  by  signifying  his 
>  the  corresponding:  secretary,  and  by  paying  into  the  treasury  any 
»t  less  than  one  dollar,  and  the  same  annually  ;  and  ten  dollars  paid 
ime  of  subscription  will  constitute  a  member  for  life, 
properly  organized  silk  company  or  association  may  claim  a  per- 
tnembership  in  the  "^American  Silk  Society,"  by  the  payment  of 
dollars  into  the  treasury  in  advance,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
ntatives  in  the  annual  meeting. 

*  3.  The  society  shall  meet  annually  at  such  time  and  place  as  a 
y  of  the  members  present  shall  appoint. 

.  4.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  president,  vice-presidents, 
ding  and  corresponding  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an  executive 
ee,  to  consist  of  the  president,  corresponding  secretary,  and  nine 
rs,  of  whom  three  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  who  shall  be  elected  i 
ly. 

.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  preside  at  the  meetings 
society,  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to  such  office,  and  to  deliver 
ress  before  the  society  on  its  great  objects  and  interests,  at  the  meet- 
:ceeding  that  one  at  which  he  was  appointed.  In  the  absence* of  the 
nt,  the  oldest  vice  president  shall  preside  until  a  president  is  ap- 
I. 

.  6.  The  recording  secretary  shall  keep  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
,  and  shall  record  its  proceedings. 

.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  correspondmg  secretary  to  conduct 
respondence  of  the  society,  and  cause  to  be  published  such  papers 
cuments  as  the  executive  committee  shall  direct. 
.  8.  The  treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  society,  and 
jm  out  on  the  order  of  the  executive  committee.  He  shall  also 
and  dispose  for  exhibition  all  specimens  of  machinetY^  ^^  ^^  ^"^ 
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produced  for  premium  or  exhibition,  and  shall  furnish  his  account  annii« 
ally. 

Art.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  committee  to  devise  and 
execute  plans  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  society  ;  shall  have 
power  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  their  own  body ;  shall  make  an  annual  report 
of  their  proceedings  ;  shall  recommend  measures  for  .the  adoption  of  the 
society ;  and  shall  award  premiums  and  medals  under  the  regulations  of  the 
society. 

Art.  10.  The  society  may  elect  any  number  of  honorary  members,  who 
may  meet  and  deliberate,  but  not  vote  with  the  society. 

Art.  11.  Not  less  than  twenty-seven  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business  at  any  regular  meeting. 

Art.  12.  This  constitution  mav  be  altered  or  amended  bv  a  vote  of  two« 
thirds  of  the  members  present,  on  a  recommendation  of  the  executive  com« 
mittee  requesting  such  alteration  or  amendment. 


DEBATES  IN  THE  SILK  CONVENTION. 

December  12,  1838. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Thomson,  of  Delaware,  that  it  is  the  delib- 
erate opinion  of  this  convention  that  silk  maybe  grown  in  all  the  United  ' 
States,  &c.,  coming  up  as  the  special  order  for  the  evening  session— 

Dr.  Thomson  ro^e  and  remarked,  that  after  the  observations  he  had  made 
in  the  morning,  in  offering:  this  resolution  for  adoption,  and  the  importance 
the  convention  had  been  pleased  to  attach  to  it,  by  making  it  the  special  order 
for  this  hour,  he  would  detain  the  convention  now  with  but  few  additional 
remarks  of  his  own  on  the  important  facts  set  forth  in  the  resolution,  hav- 
ing in  his  eye  several  competent  and  distinguished  members  of  the  conven- 
tion,'whom  it  was  his  hope  and  expectation  of  drawing  out  upon  this  inter- 
esting subject.  He  now  felt  assured  he  should  effect  his  object,  and 
thereny  elicit  information  gratifying  to  this  body  and  well  calculated  to 
edify  the  public  mind  at  this  inierestmg  crisis  of  the  culture  of  silk  in  the 
United  States.  The  abilityof  the  soil  and  climateof  our  country  to  produce 
silk,  the  value  its  production  is  destined  to  impart  to  our  agricultural  inter- 
ests, the  employment  its  cultivation  will  afford  thousands  who  need  support, 
the  worth  of  the  raw  material  for  exportation,  and  the  millions  of  rooneT 
that  will  thereby  be  kept  at  homft,  instead  of  being  sent  abroad,  are  all  deep- 
ly impressed  upon  my  mind,  and  1  have  little  doubt  but  that  the  facts  and 
observations  of  those  gentlemen  who  will  follow  me,  will  fully  confirm  the 
declarations  set  forth  in  the  resolution  now  before  the  convention  for  its 
action. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  said  with  the  consent  of  the  convention  he 
would  offer  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration. That  silk  may  be  grown  in  all  the  United  States,  not  only  for 
domestic  purposes,  but  as  a  valuable  article  of  commercial  export,  he  knev 
from  his  own  experience  and  from  the  testimony  of  the  most  respectable 
people  in  every  State  in  the  Union.  I  have  now,  said  Mr.  Smith,  been 
twelve  years  engaged,  more  or  less  intimately,  in  this  business.  For  seven 
years  I  kept  an  experimental  cocoonery,  for  the  express  purpose  of  obtnin- 
ing  and  diffusing  information  on  the  subject;  and  during  the  whole  of  that 
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time  not  a  single  instance  of  its  failure  had  been  made  known  to  him,  which 
could  in  the  remotest  degree  be  attributable  to  either  ^climate  or  soil.  On 
the  contrary,  he  had  been  able  to  prove  conclusively,  that  the  climate  of  our 
whole  country  was  belter  adapted  to  the  silk  culture  than  that  of  any  other 
country  except  China,  and  ours  suffered  nothing  in  comparison  even  with 
that.  The  great  desideratum  in  a  climate  suitable  for  the  m(»st  successful 
production  of  silk,  said  Mr.  Smith,  is  dryness  ;  and  the  more  marked  the 
climate  of  the  country  in  this  respect,  the  better  is  it  adapted  to  the  silk 
culture ;  and  the  further  it  is  from  it,  the  less  is  it  fit  for  the  business.  If 
gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  writings  of  the  Chinese, 
as  translated  into  French  and  thence  into  English,  and  embracing  a  period 
of  upwards  of  four  thousand  years,  I  believe  they  would  find  that  a  dry 
atmosphere  has  always  been  considered  essential  to  the  silk  business.  He 
had  found  it  necessary  in  this  place  to  employ  stoves  to  expel  dampness. 
He  considered  England  nearly  equal  to  France  as  to  temperature,  but  the 
atmosphere  is  too  damp  for  the  successful  culture  of  silk.  Even  in  Ireland, 
where  the  climate  is  much  more  salubrious  than  that  of  England,  and  the 
temperature  unobjectionable,  the  culture  of  silk  cannot  be  pursued.  He  had 
been  surprised  to  see  a  publication  made  in  the  north  of  the  successful  use 
of  even  wet  leaves — leaves  even  dipped  in  water.  It  had  been  stated  that 
worms  fed  with  leaves  thus  wet,  had  made  better  silk  and  more  of  it,  too, 
than  when  dry  leaves  were  used.  He  begged  to  caution  tliis  conventioti 
agamst  the  practice.  It  might  succeed  in  a  single  experiment,  when  all 
other  circumstances  combined  in  its  favor ;  but  ws  a  regular  practice  it  was 
highly  dangerous.  He  had  twice  lost  his  whole  brood  of  worm^  from  feed- 
ing with  leaves  only  slightly  wet  with  dew.  On  the  contrary,  he  would 
make  a  fire  in  his  cocoonery  in  even  damp  weather,  no  matter  how  warm 
the  weather  might  be,  and  especially  at  the  time  the  worms  were  beginning 
to  spin  their  cocoons.  At  this  period,  a  dry  atmosphere  is  absolutely  esssen- 
tial  to  the  formation  of  good  silk.  In  damp  weather,  the  cocoons  will  be 
soft  and  flabby,  the  fibre  cannot  dry  speedily  as  it  is  spun  by  the  worm,  and 
the  consequence  will  be  an  inferior  article. 

That  silk  may  be  cultivated  in  avy  part  of  the  United  States  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  we  want  but  six  weeks  of  warm  weather 
lor  the  purpose,  and  what  part  of  our  happy  country  is  there,  asked  Mr.  S., 
in  which  we  have  not  six  weeks  of  hot  summer  weather? 

Mr.  Smith  pointed  to  a  morus  multicaulis  tree  standing  at  the  extremity 
of  the  hall,  four  or  five  years  old,  and  grown  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
unprotected  from  the  inclemency  of  the  winters,  and  yet  it  was  uninjured  ; 
and  alluded  to  another  which  had  remained  uninjured  upon  the  brow  of  a 
hill  at  Hyde  Park,  on  the  North  river.  State  of  New  York,  for  five  or  six 
years,  [it  has,  indeed,  been  there  since  the  spring  of  1830.  as  it  was  given 
to  Dr.  Hosack,  by  Dr.  Pascalis,  at  that  time,]  and  yet  it  remained  perfect; 
not  a  bud  had  ever  been  killed.  Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  that  silk  could  be 
made  from  the  moms  multicaulis  in  alnaost  every  section  of  the  Union, 
knd,  as  we  were  but  just  entering  upon  this  imi^ortant  branch  of  industry, 
which  he  hoped  yet  to  be  able  to  call  American  industry,  it  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  wc  begin  right.  We  have  no  prejudices  to  contend 
with,  no  old  orchards  of  other  trees  to  get  clear  of,  no  bad  habits  to  eradi- 
cate, as  in  Europe. 

We  are  asked  why  they  do  not  make  silk  from  morus  multicaulis  .in 
Europe?    The  reason  is  obvious.    They  must,  in  the  first  place,  go  to  a 
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very  considerable  expense  in  the  purchase  of  the  trees,  as  we  have  to  do; 
but,  in  addition  to  this,  they  have  their  old  overgrown  white  mulberry  trees 
to  dig  up  and  throw  away.  Besides  this,  in  EurcJpe  generally,  the  landlords 
own  the  trees  and  sell  the  leaves  by  weight  to  the  surrounding  peasants  to 
feed  the  worms  with  ;  and,  so  long  as  they  can  sell  their  white  mulberry 
leaves,  they  will  not  be  very  likely  to  destroy  the  trees  for  the  purpose  of 
replanting  their  grounds  with  the  nmlticaulis,  and  ^especially  so,  as  they 
will  not  derive  much,  if  any,  advantage  from  it.  Another  reason  why  tbey 
do  not  make  silk  from  this  tree  in  Europe,  is,  the  trees  are  all  in  possession 
of  the  nurserymen,  who  propagate  them  for  ex|M)rtation,  for  which  they 
have  a  demand  at  high  prices.  The  probability  is,  that  at  this  day  there 
is  not  one*  hundredth  part  as  many  plants  in  France  as  in  the  United  States. 
But  neither  in  France  nor  in  the  United  States,  will  any  one  make  silk 
whil6  they  can  sell  the  trees  at  the  prices  now  current  in  both  countries. 

Mr.  S.  related  a  series  of  experiments  in  feeding  from  fifteen  varieties  of 
of  mulberry,  in  1830,  viz:  jhe  morus  multicaulis,  the  Tartarian,  the  white 
mulberry,  (several  kinds,)  common  wild  mulberry,  (fee,  <fcc.,  the  result  of 
which  fully  convinced  him  of  the  superiority  of  the  morns  muhicaulL^. 
The  worms  preferred  it,  the  cocoons  were  larger,  and  the  silk  better  and 
stronger.  He  then  tested  the  strength  of  the  silk  from  differenl  varieties  of 
the  mulberry,  by  suspending  weights  to  each  till  it  broke;  and,  in  every 
instance,  he  had  found  that  from  the  multicaulis  to  bear  more  weight  than 
any  other  kind.  The  native  mulberry  produced  silk  next  m  strength  lo. 
that  from  the  multicaulis,  and  the  Tartarian  next.  But  the  difference  was 
extremely  slight.  He  believed  it  did  not  amount  to  more  than  three  or  four 
per  cent,  between  the  strongest  and  the  weakest. 

Mr.  S.  asserted  that  the  multicaulis  was  not  a  Chinese  tree.  There  was 
in  the  Philippine  islands,  it  was  true,  a  tradition  that  a  colony  of  Chinese, 
who  emigrated  to  those  islands,  had  brought  the  tree  with  them  secretly 
from  China ;  but  various  orders  had  been  sent  to  China  for  it,  but  the  tree 
had  never  been  found  there.  The  white  mulberry,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  a  native 
of  China,  and  not  of  Italy,  as  is  generally  supposed.  We  had,  no  doubt, 
taken  the  idea  of  its  Italian  nativity  from  the  fact  of  its  extensive  use  in 
that  country.  The  seed  derived  from  China  is  white  mulberry  seed,  in 
some  of  its  varieties.  And  here,  said  Mr.  S.,  permit  me  to  stale  a  fact  in 
relation  to  such  seed.  The  white  mulberry  ^-plaps"  as  the  gardeners  ex- 
press it,  into  more  varieties  than  almost  any  other  tree  when  raised  from 
seed  I  have  seen  a  bed  of  seedlings  all  from  the  sam^  parcel  of  imported 
seed,  from  which  might  be  selected  an  hundred  different  varieties.  It  w*as 
a  singular  fact  that  white  mulberry  seed  raised  in  this  country  did  not  thus 
play ;  its  produce  was  almost  always  the  same  as  the  parent  tree. 

Mr.  S.  spoke  favorably  of  the  Alpine  mulberry  and  of  the  Brussa,  the 
latter  being  what  he  formerly  had  in  his  grounds,  and  used  for  feeding 
worms,  under  the  name  of  the  "Constantinopolitana."  The  word  multi- 
caulis was  adopted  by  the  Linnaean  Society  of  Paris,  as  being  descriptivcof 
the  specific  character  of  the  tree,  which  is  many  stalked — that  is,  nuoierons 
stalks  grow  from  the  crown  of  the  roots,  like  those  of  the  lilac,  hazle,  &c 
The  first  introduction  of  the  name  multicaulis.  into  this  country,  was  in 
the  early  part*  of  1830.  Three  of  the  trees  were  sent  to  the  late  Dr.  Pas- 
calls,  of  New  York,  under  the  name  of  morus  multicaulis,  with  a  detailed 
description  of  the  tree  and  its  botanical  characters.  Dr.  P.  sent  the 
pamphlet  containing  them  to  me,  and  I  at  once  discovered  that  the  d<J- 
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jcriptions  and  drawings  applied  e^wactly  to  my  Philippine  island  mulberry, 
3is  we  then  called  it,  which  had  been  in  my  possession  for  some  time,  pre- 
sen  ted  to  me  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Prince,  of  Long  island.  This  tree  is  still 
in  my  possession. 

In  reply  to  several  questions  from  diflFerent  gentlemen,  Mr.  S.  stated  that 
he  had  found  his  worms  fed  upon  the  multicaulis  as  healthy  as  those  (ed 
upon  other  varieties  T)f  the  mulberry ;  the  soil  best  adapted  to  the  miilti- 
eaulis  is  a  light  sandy  loam,  or  gravelly  soil ;  the  situation  should  be  high 
and  dry,  with  a  northern  or  northwestern  exposure,  and  no  protection.  In- 
deed, he  would  select  the  coldest  and  bleakest  hill  side  for  his  multicaulis. 
When  protected  by  a  wall  or  close  fence  from  the  northern  blasts  they  have 
been  frequently  killed  ;  but  if  planned  upon  a  high. and  dry  ground,  where 
water-  cannot  stand  about  the  roots,  and  exposed  to  the  north,  they  can 
hardly  be  killed.  They  should  not  be  grown  upon  low  or  rich  ground ; 
they  become  too  succulent,  and  grow  too  late  in  the  fall.  Mr.  S.  said  that 
his  tree  had  always  been  perfectly  naked  of  leaves,  and  the  wood  perfectly 
ripe  to  the  topmost  buds,  before  ice  began  to  form  in  the  fall.  He  objected 
to  a  clay  sub-soil,  as  it  would  retain  too  much  water  and  expose  the  roots 
to  injury.  He  related  an  interesting  experiment  which  he  had  tried  in 
feeding  with  fiFleen  varieties  of  mulberry  leaves.  The  worms  uniformly 
preferred  the  multicaulis,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  the  Philippine  island 
mulberry. 

Mr.  S.  described  a  white  mulberry  tree  standing  in  the  garrison  at  An- 
napolis, in  1828,  and  probably  there  yet,  which  produced  a  great  number 
of  leaves,  and  the  fruit  of  which  was  as  black  as  jet ;  and  yet  it  is  a  white 
mulberry  tree.  He  mentioned  this  circumstance  in  illustration  of  the  fact 
that  the  color  of  the  fruit  does  not  necessarily  designate  the  species,  whether 
white,  red,  or  black  nmlberry.  The  silk  worms  were  very  fond  of  the  leaves 
from  this  tree,  but  not  so  much  so  as  of  the  multicaulis.  The  leaves 
were  veTry  small,  but  very  thick,  and  the  tree  was  more  thickly  covered 
with  them  than  any  tree  he  ever  saw. 

[For  the  following  we  are  indebted  to  M.  T.  C.  Gould,  Esq.,  who  took 
notes  in  short  hand,  and  who  has  written  them  out  for  the  journal.] 

Here  Mr.  Potter,  from  New  York,  stated  that  the  soil  at  Hyde  Park, 
which  place  had  been  alluded  to,  was  light  and  gravelly  ;  the  position  some 
two  hundred  feet  above  the  river,  near  a  precipitous  bank,  with  a  north- 
west  exposure,  and  open  to  the  full  force  of  northwesterly  winds  ;  and  still, 
in  this  position  a  multicaulis  had  stood  uninjured  for  six  winters. 

A  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  united  with  Mr.  Smith  in  testifying  to 
the  belief  that  the  multicaulis  can  be  raised  in  the  coldest  parts  of  our 
country,  if  the  ground  be  lig:ht  and  dry.  He  had  tried  experiments,  by 
planting  some  on  high,  gravelly  soil,  some  on  river  alluvial,  some  with 
a  southern  and  some  with  a  northern  exposure.  These  trees  have 
been  exposed  for  three  or  four  years,  and  yet  not  one  root  has  been 
destroyed  ;  but  others  standing  in  a  clay  sub  soil  were  killed.  This  gen- 
tlemnn  has  had,  for  the  last  few  years,  from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred 
trees  standing  out  in  the  northern  and  coldest  part  of  New  Jersey,  and 
not  a  root  was  killed,  except  where  they  were  planted  upon  alluvial  or  very 
rich  land.  When  the  ground  was  dry  the  topmost  buds  were  uninjured, 
and  the  tree  was  as  hardy  as  a  hickory  or  an  oak. 

Mr.  Kinsman,  of  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1837,  planted  a  tree  by  the  side 
of  a  fence,  with  a  southeast  exposure  ;  the  tree  grew  finely,  but  in  January 
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last  we  had  a  spell  of  very  warm  weather,  which  swelled  the  buds,  and  the 
leaves  began  to  appear.  In  February  we  had  a  spell  of  severe  weather, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  the  leaves  and  buds  were  entirely  killed.  In  March 
there  was  another  warm  spell,  and  the  whole  of  the  buds  started  and  came 
out  from  one-quarter  to  half  an  inch.  In  April  they  were  killed  again  j  but 
about  the  middle  of  May  they  started  again,  and  grew  well  through  the 
season  ;  an  evidence  that  they  will  stand  both  heat  and  cold. 

Mr.  Comstock,  of  Connecticut,  rose  to  offer  a  few  remarks.  The  resolu- 
tion before  the  convention  is  a  mere  question  of  fact.  That  question  is, 
whether  the  raising  of  mulberry  and  feeding  of  worms  is  practicable  in 
the  United  States?  iTpon  this  question  what  is  the  evidence  ?  Have  we 
sufficient  evidence  before  us  to  justify  us  in  sending  to  the  world  an  affir- 
mative answer  ?  In  rny  own  mind  there  is  no  rfoui/,  though  other  gen- 
tlemen may  not  be  in  possession  of  so  many  facts  upon  the  subject  Al- 
though it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  offer  all  I  know^  J  will  endeavor  to 
present  some  facts  for  the  Consideration  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  his  attention  was  called  about  three  aud  a  hlilf  yeais 
ago  to  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  silk,  in  consequence  of  being  invi- 
to, as  an  editor  to  examine  certain  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  silk, 
then  exhibited  in  Hartford,  by  Mr.  Gay.  He  became  fully  convinced  that 
the  manufacture  of  silk  in  this  country  was  practicable.  Mr.  C.  and  a  few 
others  held  a  meeting,  and  agreed  to  petition  the  1  legislature  to  charter  acom- 
pany  for  manufacturing  si]k.  It  was  made  the  duty  of  commissioners  to 
open  books,  two  days  in  succession,  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  Slate. 
Mr.  C.  was  one  of  these  commissioners.  They  opened  books  in  iheir 
different  counties,  explained  the  objects  contemplated,  but  not  one  cent  of 
Slock  was  taken.  Some,  it  is  true,  did  subscribe  in  other  counties.  The 
stock  being  taken,  the  factory  located,  and  a  steam  engine  procured,  it  was 
discovered  w^  had  no  raw  material  to  work  up. 

What  next  ?  We  found  it  necessary  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  api- 
cultural  community  ;  for  unless  farmers  went  into  the  propagation  of  mul- 
berry we  should  have  no  silk.  We  then  formed  a  society,  called  the  Hart- 
ford Silk  Society,  the  object  of  which  was  the  same  as  that  of  this  con- 
vention. After  we  got  our  society  formed  and  organized,  we  found  oar- 
selves  without  any  medium  of  communication  with  the  public,  which  Jed 
to  the  establishment  of  a  paper  which  has  been  continued  to  the  preseot 
time. 

Mr.  C.  soon  began  to  receive  letters,  many  of  which  were  ludicrous  in 
the  extreme.      A  person  from  one  of  the  southern  States  wanted  to  know 
upon  what  he  could  feed  his  silk  worms  for  the  first  four  or  five  years  of 
their  living;  another  requested  me  to  send  him  a  few  worms  and  a  linie 
mulberry  seed  to  feed  them  on,  (fcc.  Mr.  C.  had  now  in  his  possession  Irom 
four  thousand  to  five  thousand  letters  from  various  part  of  the  United  States. 
These  letters  communicate  many  important  facts.     One  from  Peoohscot, 
near  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  infonus 
me  that  they  have  commenced  the  rearing  of  silk  ;  and  there  is  ihereibrew 
doubt  but  silk  may  be  grown  in  every  township  from  St.  Croix,  in  theooriii, 
to  the  Sabine,  in  tl\e  south. 

With  respect  to  the  tree,  Mr.  C.  could  add  nothing  of  importance ;  wlwt 
had  been  already  slated,  was  in  perfect  accordance  with  his  own  experi^n^ 
and  judgment^  He  believed  also  that  we  could  manttfacluresUJcjs'iQ^^ 
couniryj  for  we  have  or  can  have  all  the  facilities  possessed  in  other  couu- 
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tries.  It  has  been  said  that  we  have  not  the  skill  or  the  ingennit7.  But, 
does  our  mechanical  skill  or  ingenuity  suffer  in  comparison  with  that  of  the 
East  Indian  ? 

Here  Mr.  C.  described  the  rude  apparatus  and  labors  of  the  East  Indians 
in  producing  their  most  splendid  fabrics  ;  when  the  weaver  takes  his  posi- 
tion in  the  open  air,  under  the  spreading  branches  of  a  tree,  with  his  har- 
ness tied  to  a  limb  over  his  head,  and  his  feet  placed  in  a  hole  dug  in  the 
ground,  at  the  foot  of  the  tree.  If  this  be  true,  I  ask,  said  Mr.  C,  whether 
we  cannot  compete  with  such  ingenuity?  As  a  Yankee,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  yield  the  palm. 

We  might  talk  of  the  interest  and  excitement  about  multicaulis,  but  we 
want  no  evidence  upon  this  subject ;,  there  is  sufficient  already ;  there  may 
be  excitement  without  foundation ;  but  I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  plain 
$ober  facts.  We  are  called  visionary,  for  the  great  stories  that  we  have  told^ 
though  it  will  be  found  that  we  have  not  told  half  ^  for  we  knew  that  we 
should  not  be  believed  if  we  did.  If  the  great  object  were  simply  to  make 
all  the  money  that  we  can  upon  trees  it  would  be  a  different  matter;  but, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  consider  it  a  grand  national  object  for  which  wo  are  laboring. 
We  import  $20,000,000  of  silk  annually;  and  last  year  $22,000,000.  If  * 
you  doubt  it,  go  home  and  examine  the  wardrobes  of  your  wives  and 
daughters.  Since  my  remembrance,  and  I  am  not  yet  fifty,  my  mother  had 
one  silk  dress,- but  never  more  than  one,  at  a  time  ;  but  is  it  the  case  now, 
that  our  wives  and  daughters  can  get  along^  with  one  silk  dress  in  a  year  ? 
Let  us  examine  ourselves — we  have  scarcely  a  garment  on  that  is  not  com- 
posed in  part  of  silk.  It  is  a  fact,  that  we  have  idlers  enough  in  the  United 
States  to  produce  $20,000,000  of  silk  annually,  it  they  would  work,  instead 
of  which  we  purchase  that  amount  from  foreign  countries.  Now  if  this 
$40,000,000  could  be  saved  to  us,  would  it  not  be  an  important  item  in  a 
national  point  of  view?    Why,  it  would  make  us  rich. 

We  have  assembled  to  give  an  additional  impetus,  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  induce  others  to  enter  upon  the  work  m  which  we  have  engaged. 
We  have  formed  a  national  society;  it  i?  organized,  it  is  going  into  operation, 
and  will,  no  doubt,  collect  a  mass  of  information  which  will  soon  be  diffused 
throughout  the  comiDunity ;  and  what  may  we  not  anticipate  from  the  efforts 
of  this  society  in  three  or  four  years  ? 

Said  Mr.  C.  I  do  anticipate  seeing  the  day  when  we  shall  be  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  nations;  when  we  shall  see  our  ladies  promenading  the 
streets  clad  m  domestic  silks.  The  fact  that  a  young  lady  in  Georgia 
was  recently  married  in  a  dress  of  silk  manufactured  by  her  own  hands 
has  inspired  me  with  hope.  Show  me  but  a  few  ladies  engaged  in  the 
enterprise,  and  I  will  show  you  the  lever  of  Archimedes,  that  will  turn 
over  the  world.  If  this  be  a  dream,  it  has  been  a  long  dream  to  me,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  longer.  I  hope  we  shall  all  return  to  our  homes  in 
^ood  spirits,  and  endeavor  to  inspire  our  neighbors  to  enter  into  this  busi- 
ness  heart  and  hand. 

We  have  specimens  now  before  us,  which  settle  the  question,  that  as 
to  beauty  and  durability,  we  can  manufacture  equal  to  any  thing  from 
foreign  countries.  Here  a  number  of  beautiful  specimens  were  exhibited, 
from  different  places;  and  among  them  ribbons  which  had  been  manu* 
Eactured  in  three  weeks  from  the  tree,  wove  by  a  young  woman,  who  had 
Scarcely  seen  a  reel  or  a  loom  for  silk  three  months  before ;  and  upon 
^n  improved  loom  recently  invented  in  Massachusetts.    Here  may  be  de- 
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rived  an  argiiment,  in  relation  to  the  hackneyed  phrases  of  many,  that 
we  cannot  compete  with  foreign  manufactures  on  account  of  the  hi«h 
price  of  labor  in  our  country.  This  loom  is  so  constructed  that  it  may 
be  moved  by  water  or  by  steam,  &c.,  and  from  the  account  given  by  the 
proprietor,  respecting  the  amount  of  labor  which  it  will  perform,  as  com- 
pared with  the  labor  performed  in  England,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  for  as 
it  resjiects  the  hiffh  and  low  wages,  the  balance  is  decidedly  in  favor  of 
America.  Upon  this  Yankee  machine,  a  young  girl,  after  three  months' ex- 
perience, cat)  weave  more  in  a  day  than  four  old  country  weavers,  after  an  . 
appreiiticeship  of  seven  years  ;  and  as  to  the  quahty  of  ifie  article,  we  have 
it  before  our  eyes,  (exhibiting  ribbons,  galloons,  &c. ;)  here  is  evidence  that 
we  cannot  resist.  A  gentleman  who  has  been  a  silk  merchant  for  thirty 
years,  has  certified  to  this  convention  that  he  never  saw  as  good  in  his  life; 
and  yet  a  girl  with  three  months' practice,  can  kirn  out  three  hundred  yards 
in  a  day. 

[Various  other  gentlemen  made  statements  of  great  value,  which  we  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain.] 

December  13,  183S. 

[The  following  paper  was  handed  to  the  chair  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  McLean, 
of  New  Jersey ;  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  journal.] 

Much  doubt  having  been  entertained  by  our  farmers  and  others,  wh^er 
the  production  of  silk  could  be  made  profitable  in  this  country,  the  Mon- 
mouth County  Silk  Manufacturing  Company,  of  New  Jersey,  last  spring 
oflfered  a  premium  of  eighty  dollars  to  the  person  who  would  produce  the 
greatest  number  of  pounds  of  cocoons  from  the  sixteenth  of  an  acre. 

In  order  in  some  measure  to  test  the  matter  of  profit,  with  reference  to 
this  premium,  and  anxious  myself  to  see  what  could  be  done  the  first  sea- 
son, even  by  the  most  inexperienced,  I  measured  and  planted  with  the 
morns  multicaulis  the  sixteenth  of  an  acre. 

The  ground  was  laid  oflf  in  a  parallelogram  form,  a];)out  thirty  by  ninety 
feet.  The  soil  was  not  rich;  and.  not  more  than  two  ordinary  loads  of 
manure,  worth  one  dollar  each,  was  put  on  the  lo).  I  planted  roots  the 
growth  of  the  previous  season,  in  an  upright  form,  in  rows  eighteen  inches 
apart,  and  the  trees  about  ten  inches  apart  in  the  rows — twenty-three  bmh 
dred  and  twenty  roots  in  all.  The  ground  was  by  no  means  suitable  far 
trees,  being  a  cold,  heavy  clay.  They  were  accordingly  small,  not  having 
attained  an  average  of  more  than  three  feet  the  whole  season.  The  roots 
were  were  planted  the  20th  of  April.  In  order  to  have  the  full  advantage 
of  the  growth  of  the  leaves,  I  intended  to  feed  but  few  worms  at  a  time, 
and  have  successive  crops. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  when  my  trees  were  about  eighteen  inches  high, 
my  first  eggs  hatched ;  the  next  hatched  June  26th,  sooner  than  I  expected 
or  intendea.  Fearing  I  might  get  no  more  eggs  to  hatch.  I  fed  about  twelve 
thousand  worms  on  the  sixteenth.  The  trees  being  small,  and  the  season 
exceedingly  dry,  the  leaves  grew  very  slow.  About  a  week  before  tlie 
worms  spun,  1  took  from  the  worms  I  was  feeding  on  the  leaves  produced 
on  the  sixteenth  of  an  acre,  about  five  thousand,  and  borrowed  and  weighed 
the  leaves  to  carry  these  through.  To  do  this  required  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  pounds  of  leaves.  The  worms  thus  fed,  together  with  a  fev 
hundred  of  the  two  crop  variety  fed  late  in  the  season,  produoed  tkirtf- 
eight  pounds  and  eleven  ounces  of  cocoons.    After  deducting  the  proper 
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amount  for  leaves  borrowed,  which,  according  to  Count  Dondola,  is  twenty- 
one  pounds  of  leaves  for  each  pound  of  cecoons,  six  pounds  and  thirteen 
ounces  being  deducted,  1  had  from  the  sixteenth  ot  an  acre  thirty-one 
ponnfJs  and  fourteen  ounces  of  cocoons/  About  nine  pounds  of  these 
cocoons  were  the  mammoth  white,  the  balance  were  the  common  sulphur, 
except  about  two  pounds  of  the  two  crop  variety.  J  was  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  process  of  feeding  when  I  commenced,  and  indeed  of  the  necessary 
fixtures  and  accommodations  for  feeding  to  advantage.  I  fed  them  as  much 
as  they  would  eat,  kept  the  hurdles  clean,  and  the  room  welUventilnted. 
The  weather  was  exceedingly  warm  during  the  whole  time  of  feeding,  but 
the  worms  were  remarkably  healthy,  and' all  wound  in  about  thirty  to 
thirty  four  days. 

j^Now  as  to  the  matter  of  profit:  if  thirty  one  pounds  fourteen  ounces  is 
produced  from  the  sixteenth  of  an  acre,  then^ye  hundred  and  ten  pounds 
is  produced  from  the  acre. 

If  the  cocoons  are  worth  forty  cents  per  pound,  which  I  presume  is  a 
low  estimate,  and  if  they  are  sold  to  the  manufacturers,  then  the  proceeds 
of  an  acre  will  be  $204.  In  regard  to  the  expenses  of  feeding,  I  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  particulars  •  these,  indeed,  it  is  difficult 
accurately  to  estimate.  They  consist  in  interest  on  investment  for  trees, 
rent  of  land,  and  of  cocoonery,  and  the  wages  of  persons  employed  in 
feeding.  In  very  many  cases  the  whole  expense  to  the  farmer  will  be 
merely  nominal ;  the  work  will  be  done  by  children,  or  persons  who  per- 
haps would  do  but  little  else,  and  the  rent  of  cocoonery  would  be  nothing, 
for  a  barn,  a  shed,  or  a  garret  may  be  used,  where  little  or  no  expense  will 
be  incurred.  But  in  any  event,  I  regard  it  as  certain  that  the  expense 
could  not  exceed  at  the  rate  of  $100  per  acre,  which  would  leave  a  net 
profit  of  $104  per  acre.  Now  I  would  ask,  can  our  farmers  desire  a  better 
return  than  this  ?  Do  they  realise  the  one  half  of  this,  as  net  profit  per 
acre,  from  their  veri/  best  landsy  in  any  other  agricultural  pursuits  ?  And 
here  let  it  be  observed,  the  above  is  the  result  of  actual  experiment^  and 
not  merely  calculation.  It  is  a  calculation  founded  on  what  I  have  actually 
ilone.  and  that  .others  may  do  the  same  or  even  far  more  I  have  no  manner 
of  doubt,  for  there  is  no  mystery  whatever  in  feeding  the  worms ;  the  whele 
EUt  consists  in  keeping  each  day's  hatching  by  themselves,  in  feeding  as 
much  as  they  will  eat,  m  Keeping  them  clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  with 
Gi  good  crop  of  eg^gs  success  is  absolutely  certain. 

But  I  am  persuaded  the  net  profits  per  acre  may  be  safely  put  at 
double  the  above  amount,  viz :  $208.  For,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
procuring  eggs,  and  to  the  fact  that  my  worms  were  all  fed"  before  my  trees 
bad  attained  much  more  than  half  their  growth,  I  did  not  feed  half  .the 
worms  which  I  had  leaves  to  feed.  In  this  opinion  every  judicious  silk- 
grower  who  has  seen  my  trees  concur.  But  even  if  only  $104,  net  profit, 
can  be  obtained  from  the  acre  the  first  year,  the  amount  in  proportion 
which  I  actually  produced,  what  may  be  reasonably  expected  the  second, 
the  third,  the  f mirth,  and  the  fifth  years  ?  So  far  as  I  am  informed,  it  is 
allowed  that  the  amount  of  foliage  each  succeeding  year,  while  the  trees 
are  comparatively  young,  will  be  so  much  greater,  that  the  grower  can 
feed  at  least  one-third  more  each  year  than  were  fed  on  the  same  trees  the 
preceding  year.  The  net  profit  tnen  will  be,  after  a  very  large  allowance 
for  expenses, ^r^/ year,  $104 ;  second  year,  $138  66 ;  thirdyear,  $184  88 ; 
fmrth  year,  $246  50;  and  ihe  fifth  year,  $328  66. 
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But  another  view  of  the  subject  may  be  taken,  when  the  net  profit  per 
acre  will  be  much  larger  than  the  above.  Every  grower  ought,  and  un- 
doubtedly will,  ultimately  reel  his  own  cocoons,  instead  of  taking  them  to 
the  manufacturer  to  be  reeled.  My  own  experience  in  reclingi  convinces 
me  that  there  is  really  no  great  difficuly  in  reeling  the  cocoons.  A  little 
experience  will  enable  any  one  to  do  it  with  ease  and  facility  ;  and  if  the 
grower  reels  his  own  cocoons,  his  'profits  per  acre  will  be  at  least  one- 
fourth  more  than  the  above  estimate  or  calculation.  That  is,  the  net  profit 
per  acre  will  be,  thefirsit  year,  $130 ;  the  second  year,  $173  32 ;  the  third 
year,  $231  10;  the  fourth  year,  $308  12;  and  the  fifth  year,  $410  70. 

The  above  estimates,  I  know,  are  much  below  the  estimates  of  many 
writers  on  this  subject ;  but  I  am  aware  that  even  these,  will  appear  large 
to  those  whose  minds  have  been  but  little  turned  to  the  production  of  silk; 
and  the  very  fact  that  the  profits  are  represented  as  being  so  large  may 
make  many  persons  incredulous.  But  why  should  it  have  such  an  effect? 
A  new  road  to  wealth  is  just  opening.  It  is  as  yet,  indeed,  in  a  great 
measure  untried,  but  "  hope  dawns  auspicious,  and  promises  that  the  day 
and  its  brightness  shall  be  ours."  I  would  not  endeavor  to  persuade  a  sin- 
gle individual  in  the  community  to  engage  in  this  enterprise,  if  I  did  not 
believe  he  would  reap  a  most  liberal  reward  for  his  expenditure  and 
labor.  With  a  climate  and  soil  as  congenial  to  the  mulberry  and  the  silk 
worm  as  any  on  the  globe ;  with  an  annual  consumption  of  not  far  from 
$25,000,000,  and  this  constantly  increasing,  and  with  a  population  as  en- 
terprising and  in^nious  as  any  on  earth,  how  can  we  fail  of  success  ?  Less 
than  fifty  years  smce  we  were  just  commencing  to  grow  and  manufacture 
cotton.  Now  it  has  advanced  from  nothing  to  be  a  principal  source  of  our 
national  wealth,  though  confined  to  less  than  half  the  Union.  And  lap- 
peal  to  the  intelligence  of  every  reflecting  man,  is  it  not  more  probablenoVi 
that  in  forty  years  to  come  silk  will  be  a  great  national  interest,  than  it  was 
forty  years  since  that  cotton  would  be  now  such  an  interest  ? 

No  enterprise  could  ever  be  commenced  under  more  favorable  circum- 
stances. The  acts  of  Congress  and  of  the  Legislatures  of  many  of  the 
States  show  that  they  regard  with  interest  and  favor  the  introduction  of 
this  new  branch  of  industry.  A.few  hundred  dollars  will  furnish  a  suffi- 
cient stock  of  the  morus  multicaulis  to  make  a  beginning,  and  such  is  and 
will  continue  to  be  the  demand  for  these  trees,  that  a  part  may  be  sold  the 
first  season  to  defray  the  original  cost,  and  if  success  should  not  equal  ex- 
pectation nothing  is  lost.  Because  I  wish  my  fellow-citizens  more  prosper- 
ous arid  happy,  and  because  I  believe  the  production  of  silk  in  this  country 
is  destined,  at  no  distant  day,  to  add  more  to  individual  and  national  wealth, 
and  to  the  glory  of  the  republic,  than  any  enterprise  in  which,  as  a  people) 
we  have  embarked  for  the  last  age,  I  commend  to  them  this  subject. 

D.  V.  McLEAN 

Freehold,  N.  J.,  December  8,  1838. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Massachusetts,  remarked,  that  he  had  long  since  known 
the  importance  of  the  silk  business  to  the  country,  and  was  early  convinced 
that  he  could  not  do  a  greater  good  to  the  service  of  mankind,  and  this 
country  in  particular,  than  to  devote  himself  to  the  cause.  As  long  ago  as 
1826,  he  reared  silk  worms  from  eggs  sent  to  him  in  a  letter  from  the  \b» 
Dr.  Wood,  of  Boscawen,  New  Hampshire,  to  Dedhami  Massachusetts,  btf 
present  residence.    He  found  no  difficulty  to  be  encountered  bom  the  soil 
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or  climate  ;  that  the  mulberry  was  found  as  far  north  as  Lake  Champlain, 

•  and  that  there  was  hardly  a  farm  tliroughout  the  whole  extent  of  our  coun- 
try where  silk  could  not  be  produced.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
during  the  season  of  the  silk  worm,  according  to  our  best  meteorological 
journals,  the  thermometer  scarce  ever  fell  below  60°,  and  that  above  that 
there  was  no  need  of  artificial  heat. 

He  said  that  he  made  known  his  experiments  in  this  business  to  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  that  their  committee  of  agriculture  became 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  of  the  extensive  field  of 
enterprise  that  was  open  to  us,  and  recommended  to  the  Legislature  to  makq 
a  small  appropriation  of  funds  to  diffuse  information  among  them.  This 
was  resolved  on,  and  he  was  employed  by  the  Executive  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  prepare  a  concise  manual,  with  suitable  directions  for  the  cul- 
ture of  silk,  for  distribution  amon^  the  people ;  to  which  service  he  attended, 
and  the  Silk  Manual  was  published,  and  afterwards  circulated  throughout 
the  Commonwealth,  and  one  thousand  copies  were  purchased  l^y  order  of 
Congress  for  distribution  among  the  members.  But.  said  he,  we  soon 
found  that  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community  would  not  embark  in 
it  without  it  could  be  manufactured,  and  that  something  must  be  done  to 
introduce  and  perfect  the  manufacture  in  this  country.  But  when  he 
looked  into  the  history  of  the  business,  and  learned  at  what  great  expense 
the  manufacture  had  been  set  up  in  France,  and  subsequendy  in  England, 
and  the  fostering  care  with  which  the  Governments  of  those  countries  had 
shown  for  it,  as  contrasted  with  our  own,  he  wondered  that  he  did  not 
despair.  A  fortunate  circumstance,  however,  threw  in  his  way  a  small  hand 
throwsting  machine,  brouffht  from  England  by  an  emigrant  to  this  coun- 
try, as  he  said  at  great  risk  and  hazard.  That  machine  was  now  in  his 
garret  at  Dedham.  He  immediately  set  his  ingenuity  at  work,  and  suc- 
ceeded at  last  in  making  two  larger  maohines,  combining  the  principles  of 
the  small  imported  one,  and  also  the  winding  and  doubling  frames  required 
to  prepare  the  raw  silk  for  the  throwsting  frames.  One  of  the  first  frames 
ever  built  in  Massachusetts  for  throwsting  silk  is  now  in  his  factory  at 
Dedhanr,  the  other  is  in  the  Connecticut  Silk  Manufacturing  Compan^s 
works,  in  Hartford.  Finding  that  he  could  succeed  in  the  erection  of  the 
proper  machines  for  preparing  the  raw  silk,  his  attention  was  more  partic* 
ularly  drawn  to  the  silk  reel,  or  machine  on  which  the  silk  was  drawn  from 
the  cocoon.  And  here,  he  remarked,  was  a  very  important  stage  of  the 
business.  As  the  value  of  the  raw  silk  depended  very  much  on  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  reeled,  he  felt  very  anxious  that  beginners  in  the  business 
should  start  right  The  principal  difficulties  to  be  encountered  here,  were 
the  unevenness  of  the  thread,  and  the  sticking  together  of  many  of  them, 
called  glazing,  by  reason  of  the  gum. 

An  even  thread  was  produced  by  keeping  up  about  the  same  number 
of  fibres  of  the  Qocoon  to  a  thread.  He  did  not  mean  an  exact  number ; 
they  had  silk  of  six  to  eight  cocoons,  twelve  to  fifteen,  fifieen  to  twenty, 
twenty  to  thirty*  cocoons,  and  the  coarse  silk  of  twenty  cocoons  or  there- 
abouts, when  level  and  even,  was  most  wanted  for  our  own  manufacture 
at  present.     He  had  furnished  silk  reels  for  910;  ^^^ch  combining  the 

•  principles  of  the  Piedmontese  reel,  with  some  little  improvements  of  his 
own,  as  he  thought;  and  when  persons  had  come  to  his  establishment, 
and  got  all  the  necessary  instructions  and  accompaniments  of  the  reeling 
business,  he  had  charged  them  $25. 
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..  That  during  the  present  year  he  had  been  able  to  manu&ctare  into 
sewings  2,700  lbs.  o(  raw  silk,  mostly  of  foreign  growth.  That  one  year 
he  had  caused  the  cocoons  at  Mansfield,  Ct,  to  be  bought,  and  had 
liiem  reeled,  and  had  manufactured  the  silk  at  Dedham;  that  for  several 
years  be  had  purchased  what  silk  was  for  sale  in  that  region  ;  that  about 
one-half  of  it  was  manufactured  in  families  in  the  domestic  way  into 
sewing  silk,  wbich  answered  very  well  for  country,  but  was  not  acceptable 
10  city  tailors ;  that  the  American  silk;  when  properly  reeled,  was  stronger 
ihm  the  imported,  and  was  more  esteemed  on  account  of  there  being 
less  waste  in  the  subsequent  processes  of  manufacturing. 

With  regard  to  the  mulberry,  he  observed  that  there  were  many 
varieties ;  that .  most  approved  was  the  multicaulis.  He  had  cultivated 
this  since  1831.  The  best  mode  of  propagating  this  was  by  cuttings; 
die  ground  (a  light  and  not  very  rich  soil  he  preferred  for  it)  was  pre- 
pared by  plouffhmg  in  the  fall  and  again  in  the  spring,  and  the  bads 
placed  in  drills  about  four  feet  wide,  and  twelve  inches  in  the  rowis, 
placed  in  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees ;  the  bud  being  towards  the  south, 
pind  covered  about  an  inch  and  a  half.  The  rows  were  kept  clear  of  weeds, 
and  the  ^ouud  kept  in  a  loose  state,  by  passing  between  the  rows  ofieo 
with  an  mstrument,  called  the  cultivator. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  proceeded  and  explained  the  different  processes  to  which 
the  raw  silk  was  subjected  in  its  manufacture  into  the  finished  article 
jfor  the  mari^fts ;  adding,  that  much  employment  was  afforded  by  it,  and 
that  in  addition  to  the  twenty  million  dollars  worth  required  by  our  own 
wants,  France  opened  a  great  market  to  us,  as  well  as  Bngland. 

Dr.  Wm.  Gibbons,  of  Delaware,  on  offering  his  resolution  recommend- 
inff  cultivators  of  the  mulberry  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  culture  of 
aiik,  said : 

In  the  following  estimate  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  morus  multicaulis, 
in  the  culture  of  silk,  I  present  nothing  but  what  any  one,  With  a  little 
l^nowledge  of  the  subject,  may  arrive  at  for  himself.  The  circumstances 
,aibne  thngugh  which  it  was  elicited  gave  it  a  peculiar  interest.  1  had 
^eard  it  repeated  from  various  quarters,  and  read  it  in  the  papers  of  the 
day,  that  the  price  given  for  the  noorus  multiciaulis  was  an  abstitd  extn- 
vagance ;  that  the  traffic  in  it  was  a  wild  and  ruinous  speculati6n,  a  biim- 
Ibiig,  (5&C.  From  this  cause  I  was  induced  to  sit  down  soberly  at  my  desk, 
anOi  descending  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  calculate  what  the  tree  was 
worth,  for  the  production  ofMk  alone  ;  discardiufl;  all  speculation  on  the 
profits  of  raising  the  trees  for  sale ;  and  in  doing  this,  to  bring  my  offf^- 
nen^  to,ground  that  could  not  be  disputed,  by  taking  known  and  estaUisbed 
data  for  this  calculation,  to  wit : 

1 V  That  one  tree  of  the  morus  multicaulis,  with  its  side  branches,  costm; 
»xty  cents,  with  allowance  for  failures,  will  naake  at  least  sixteen  trees,  bf 
Clottings. 

.     2.  That  pnei  cutting,  i^  good  ground  and  with  good  cultdil^  'will  pfo- 
dijce,^he  fir^t  sunatner  after  planting,  from  eight  to  ten  ounces  of  learei 
1 3* ,  That  3,000  gopd  cocoons  will  produce  orie  pound  of  sDk. 
,  4  That  19,000  cuttings  will  grow  for  one  year  on  an  acl^ 
i  ^.  That  three-quarters  of  an  ounpe  of  lea.ves  will  feed  a  wolroL 
,  With  those  data,  the  following  results  must  be  manifest : 

1.  750  trees,  including  the  roots,  plimt  an  acre  of  12,000. 

2.  12|000  trees  from  these  cuttings  yield  100,000  ounces  of  ie^m 
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3.  100,000  ounces  ot  leaves  will  feed  130,000  worms. 

4  That  an  allowance  of  10,000  in  130,000,  for  death  of  worms  and  bad 
cocoons,  is  a  sufficient  allowance ;  and 

5.  That,  therefore,  130,000  worms  will  yield  120,000  good  cocoons, 
yielding, .when  reeled,  forty  pounds  of  raw  silk ;  and 

Lastly,  that  forty  pounds  of  raw  silk,  well  reeled,  will  bring         -    $200. 

The  expense  may  be  estimated  as  follows  :  *    » 

Rent  ...  -  -  .  -  .    310 

Planting  and  culture  of  the  trees        •  -  -  -      30 

Raising  the  worms    •  -  -  -  -  -      30 

Reeling  the  silk         -  .  -  -  -  .20 

90 


Profit  per  acre  -  .  .  $110 

In  those  States  where  a  bounty  is  given  it  must  be  added  to  the  above  ; 
aod  where  the  trees  are  left  out  through  the  winter  the  planting,  &c.  of  the 
trees  and  cuttings  miist  be  subtracted  from  the  amount  of  cost. 

The  sum  expended  for  trees  at  00  cents,  is  2450;  the  net  gain,  there- 
fore, amounts  to  twenty  per  cent,  the  first  year  on  the  capital  laid  out,  and 
leaves  $30  for  incidental  ei^penses. 

For  the  second  year  the  cultivator  has  192,000  trees  and  roots,  the  net 
profit  of  which,  planted  on  sixteen  acres,  will  amount  to  $1,760,  which  will 
leave  him  a  handsome  income,  and  allow  him  ten  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  a^ 
cocoonery.  The  profits  of  the  third  year,  should  he  plant  all  his  roots  and 
cuttings,  will  pay  him  for  all  his  improvements,  and  leave  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  his  pocket. 

Now,  if  these  important  results,  which  may  be  readily  obtained,  were 
brought  before  the  American  public,  by  being  carried  out  in  practice,  in  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the' country,  it  could  not  fail  eminently  to  encourage  and 
extend  the  silk  culture. 

Gideon  B.  SmitH|  of  Maryland,  on  the  resolution  recommending  the 
Piedmontese  reel  for  adoption  by  the  American  public,  said:  That  the 
^at  object  to  be  attained  was  uniformity  in  the  quality  of  American 
raw  silk,  and  this  could  only  be  accomplished  by  the  adoption,  by  our 
^hole  country,  of  a  standard  of  reeling.  As  the  subject  had  been  sug- 
gested by  him  in  the  business  committee,  he  would  give  his  reasons  here 
why  he  considered  the  subject  of  so  much  importance,  and  also  why  the 
Piedmontese  reel  was  the  only  one  on  which  we  can  rely  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  great  object. 

In  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  S.,  all  principal  articles  of  produce  are  subject 
to  regulation  by  certain  legal  enactments,  or  by  inspection,  or  both,  in  all 
countries.  The  Piedmontese  Government  required  all  raw  silk  to  be  reeled 
upon  a  reel  of  a  particular  construction,  that  the  form  and  quality  of  the 
article  might  be  miiform  and  superior.  No  sooner  was  this  regulation 
adopted  by  the  Government  than  an  improvement  in  the  value  of  the  ar* 
tide  took  place,  and  to  this  day  Piedmontese  raw  silk  commands  a  higher 
price  than  that  o^  any  other  country.  In  our  own  country  the  article  01 
flour  is  not  only  required  to  be  inspected  before  it  can  be  sold,  to  insure  its 
conforrnity  to  certain  standards  of  quality,  but  even  the  laws  require  that 
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the  barrel  which  containsit  shall  be  of  a  certain  number  of  inches  in  length 
of  stave,  and  so  many  inches  in  diameter  of  head  and  bil^^ ;  not  only 
these,  bui  the  barrel  must  contain  196  pounds  of  flour.    And  similar  regu- 
lations exist  in  relation  to  almost  every  other  article,  certainly  all  staple  ar- 
ticles.    Why,  and  for  what  reason,  are  these  regularions  adopted?     Need 
I  ask  this  large  assembly  this  question  ?     Is  the  answer  not  most  obvious 
to  all  men  who  are  acquainted  with  the  commerce  of  the  world  ?    The 
reason  is,  that  the  article  shall  always  be  of  the  highest  attainable  quality, 
and  that  it  shall  be  known  as  such  in  the  commerce  of  the  world  ;  that  it 
shall  establish  and  maintain  a  character  for  .itself  which  shall  give  it  pre- 
cedence every  where.    It  is  well  known  that  in  foreign  countries  the  value 
of  articles  is  often  depreciated  by  mere  character,  and  the  reverse.     For  in- 
stance, in  South  American  ports  the  price  of  flour  varies  more  on  account 
of  the  brand  than  on  its  intrinsic  quality.     A  vessel   load  of  one  par- 
ticular brand  often  sells  for  two  or  three  dollars  a  barrel  more  than  that 
of  another  brand;    when,  if  the  r^al  quality  of  the  two  parcels  had 
alone  been  looked  to,  perhaps  the  prices  would  have  been  reversed.    The 
reason  of  this  preference  was  alone  to  be  found  in  the  previously  e<!tah- 
lished  quality  of  the  preferred  brand ;  and  it  was  alact  to  be  remembered 
by  this  assembly,  that  however  good  other  brands  might  be,  it  required  a 
long  time  to  counteract  the  prejudice  in  favor  of  the  object  of  preference. 
Much,  therefore,  depends  upon  character,  and  it  stands  us  in  hand,  as  be- 
ginners in  the  great  business  of  producing  silk,  to  establish  a  character  for 
our  raw  silk  at  the  start,  that  shall  not  only  insure  it  equality  of  considera- 
tion in  all  the  markets  of  the  world,  but  give  it  precedenc:e  every  where. 
And  (excuse  me  for  repeating  what  I  have  so  recently  asserted,  when  I  bad 
the  honor  to  address  you  on  another  subject)  all  we  want  to  secure  this 
precedence  in  the  very  factories  of  Italy  herself,  is  this  uniformity  and  ex- 
cellence in  reeling.     Yes,  sir,  adopt  this  resolution,  and  let  the  American 
people  imbibe  and  practice  upon  its  spirit,  and  you  will  kill  every  silk  worm 
in  Europe.     The  Italians  themselves,  to  say  nothing  of  Prance  and  Eng- 
land, will  give  us  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  more  for  our  raw  silk  than 
they  will  for  any  produced  in  Europe;  because,  besides  its  regular  con- 
formity in  reeling  to  their  known  and  accepted  standard,  its  intrinsic  quality 
of  fibre  is  superior  to  all  other  silks^  t)wing,  as  I  have  before  stated,  to  tbe 
peculiar  adaptation  of  our  climate  to  its  most  perfect  production. 

In  the  second  place,  the  reasons  why  tlie  Piedmontese  reel  is  theonlf 
one  on  which  we  can  rely  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object,  are 
these :  The  Piedmontese  reel  produces  the  most  perfect  article  of  raw  silk 
of  any  reel  known.  For  a  long  period  of  time  the  silk  producing  countries 
of  Europe  were  without  any  fixed  standard  of  reeling.  Almost  every 
filature  used  reels  different  from  all  others.  The  forms  of  the  article  were  ais 
various  as  the  number  of  the  reelers.  The  consequence  was,  that  tbe 
manufacturers  were  obliged  to  adapt  their  machinery  to  every  little  parcel 
of  rawsiljj.  This  caused  much  trouble  and  expense  to  the  manufacturert, 
and  they,  of  course,  were  obliffed  to  deduct  an  equivalent  from  the  price 
they  paid  for  the  raw  material.  This  condition  of  the  silk  producing  in- 
terests at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Piedmontese  Government, 
which,  afler  long  deliberation,  appointed  a  board  of  scientific  men  of  tbe 
highest  character,  to  construct  a  reel  ujx)n  such  principles  as  should  insure 
the  most  perfect  article.  The  result  was,  the  reel  which  is  now  used  as 
the  Piedmontese  reel,  and  which  is  universally  used  in  Italy,  and  which  is 
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now  recommended  to  your  attention,  and  for  the  adoption  of  the  American 
people.  Let  me  digress  again  for  a  moment.  I  do  not  pretend  that  <<  Yafi- 
keeinffenuity*^  cannot  invent  a  more  ingenious  machine.  I  know  them  too 
well  tor  that;  nor  do  I  wish  to  compel  all  our  people  to  purchase  and  use 
this  or  that  man's  manufacture  or  construction.  We  care  not  who  makes  or 
who  sells  the  reel  used.  The  great  ohject  is  to  induce  all  our  people  to  use 
reels  that  shall  produce  a  uniformity  of  results ;  and  as  the  Piedmontese 
reel  produces  taw  silk  of  the  most  perfect  quality,  as  silk  from  this  reel  is' 
known  and  appreciated  all  ovfr  Europe,  and  all  the  machinery  of  the  fac- 
tories are  adapted  to  its  use,  we  ought  to  adopt  this  reel  also.  As  we  are 
beginnings  it  will  be  far  easier  for  us  to  adopt  the  Piedmontese  reel  and 
make  our  raw  silk  conform  to  the  standard  of  form  now  preferred,  than  to 
compel  all  the  factories  of  Europe  and  America  to  alter  their  machinery  for 
the  puipose  of  adapting  it  to  our  silk.  The  Piedmontese  reel  is  constructed 
upon  principles  peculiar  to  itself.  The  skein  produced  by  it  is  always  ex- 
actly of  a  certain  length,  (six  feet  eleven  inches  circumference;)  the 
threads  are  laid  uppn  the  bars  in  a  diagonal  line,  cussing  obliquely  each 
layer  in  such  a  manner  that  the  fresh  wet  thread  never  comes  in  contact 
with  the  wet  thread  just  before  laid  on,  and  consequentlv  there  is  no  glueing 
of  the  threads  together.  The  skeins  thus  reeled  are  also  unwound  by  the 
manufacturers  without  any  waste,  as  the  peculiar  manner  of  laying  it 
upon  the  reel  enables  them  to  unwind  it  without  any  difficulty  from  tang- 
ling. Various  other  valuable  objAjts  are  obtained  bjr  the  use  of  this  reel, 
which  it  would  take  too  much  time  to  describe  in  detail. 

But,  continued  iMr.  S^  even  if  this  reel  possessed  no  single  quality  supe- 
rior  to  the  hundreds  of  other  kinds,  the  single  fact  that  the  article  produced 
by  it  is  known  and  preferred  throughout  Europe  and  America,  is  sufficient 
o(  itself  to  warrant  us  in  universally  adopting  it. 

It  seems  necessary  to  explain  that  the  object  in  recommending  the  Pied- 
montese reel,  is,  that  we  may  produce  the  best  possible  commercial  article 
of  raw  silk.  We  have  no  reference  to  the  making  of  sewing  silk,  or  other 
domestic  articles ;  nor  have  we  any  reference  to  the  use  of  the  various 
machines  that  have  been  invented  for  making  sewing  silk,  &c.  These 
machines  are  all,  doubtless,  admirably  adapted  to  such  purposes ;  and  will, 
no  dpubt,  be  used  for  them.  But  it  seems  necessary  to  say  here,  that  raw 
silk,  as  reeled  on  the  Piedmontese  reel,  is  adapted  to  all  the  forms  of  nianu- 
fkcture  to  which  raw  silk  can  be  applied,  and  that  after  it  is  thus  reeled  itcan 
be  doubled  and  twisted  into  any  form  required.  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt 
with  me,  therefore,  whether  any  of  these  machines  will  be  retained  in  use 
for  any  kind  of  silk  after  we  obtain  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
subject. 

Before  I  conclude,  permit  me,  in  answer  to  various  questions  from  diflfer- 
ent  parts  of  the  house,  to  say,  that  there  is  in  Philadelphia  a  perfectly  con- 
structed Piedmontese  reel.  It  was  imported  in  1826,  by  Dr.  James  Mease, 
of  that  city,  who  was  then  actively  engaged  in  promoting  the  cause ;  and 
1  believe  that  reel  is  -the  only  true  one  ever  imported.  Dr.  Mease  early 
foresaw  the  great  advantage  of  beginning  right  in  this  business;  and  per- 
mit me  to  say  here,  that  to  him  is  the  country  indebted  for  much  valuable 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  silk  culture. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  make  one  more  remark,  and  I  will  then 
leave  the  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  convention.  I  have  labored  hard 
and  long  in  the  silk  cause ;  I  have  done  much  to  introduce  into  our  be- 


loved  country  this  mo^t  valqable  bi^nnch  ot  industry ;  I^U  I  have  never 
done  any  thing  of  half  the  importance  to  the  cause  that  this  resolution  ^;l^iIl 
accomplish,  if  seconded  by  the  American  pepple.  I  feel,  Mr.  President, 
that  all  that  has  been  done  is  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket,  compared  to  ttm, 
I  therefore  ask  the  convention  to  pass  ihi^  re/solution,  or  at  least  the  spirit 
of  it— for  1  care  not  tox  the  form,  so  that  we  obtain  the  substance — and  I 
shall  then  have  done  my  task  ;  I  shall  have  accomplished  the  great  work 
that  has  been,  I  might  say,  th^  main  object  pf  my  life,  or  at  least  of  twelve 
years  of  it  '  Were  I  required  to  point  out,  as  the  last  act  of  my  life,  the 
way  in  which  my  country  fUKl  countrymen  wQuld  be  most  benefitted,! 
should  unhesitatingly  point  to  the  general  production  of  silk,  in  a  domestic 
way,  in  all  our  formers?  fiunili^,  and  in  a,  uniforn^  manner,  as  the  g^eat 
source  of  national  and  individual  prospi^rjty,  yet  reserved  to  the  American 
people. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Fellow  Citizens  :  A  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  silk  culture 
assembled  in  Baltimore  on  the  11th  ultimo,  and  remained  in  session  for 
three  days.  Delegates  were  present  from  eleven  States,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  amounting  in  number  to  nearly  three,  hundred ;  and  we 
believe  that,  for  intelligence  and  respectability,  this  assembly  would  not 
suffer  in  comparison  With  any  body,  of  equal  numbers,  which  any  of  the 
^eat  interests  of  our  country  have  brought  together.  Among  those  assem- 
bled were  a  number  who  have  been  practically  engaged  either  in  the  cul- 
ture or  the  manufacture  of  silk,  and  they  exhibited  various  specimens  of 
this  beautiful  and  valuable  article,  which  certainly  gave  fair  promise  of 
success  to  those  who  shall  engage  in  the  business.  This  convention,  in 
the  course  of  its  transactions,  appointed  the  undersigned  to  address  you  on 
the  importance  of  the  silk  culture  ;  and  we  now  ask  your  attention  while 
we  enaeavor  to  show  that  you  will  promote  both  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  your  own  individual  prosperity,  by  giving  this  business  a  fair 
trial 

That  it  is  desirable  the  United  States  should  become  a  silk  growing 
country,  provided  it  can  be  done  with  a  fair  profit  to  those  engaged  in  the 
business,  is  so  evident  that  little  need  be  said  upon  the  subject.  The  con- 
sumption of  this  article  has  been  rapidly  increasing,  particularly  withia 
the  last  few  years.  In  1821,  the  amount  of  the  silks  imported,  as  ascer- 
tained from  the  customhouse  returns,  was  not  quite  $4,000,000.  In 
1825,  the  amount  had  risen  to  nearly  $10,500,000 ;  and  in  1837,  to  over 
$20,000,000.  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  we  import  other  articles 
either  of  necessity  or  luxury,  nearly  or  quite  equivalent  in  cost  to  the 
value  of  all  our  exports  ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  we  must  either  rim 
in  debt  for  the  principal  part  of  the  siks  we  use,  or  be  subject  to  a  constaDt 
drain  of  the  precious  metals.  A  system  like  this  cannot  be  long  continood 
consistently  with  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  We  must  curtail  our  im- 
ports of  this  article,  or  we  must  produce  the  raw  material  ourselves,  and 
export  it  to  pay  for  such  of  the  silk  fabrics  as  we  cannot  \irith  profit  manu- 
facture for  ourselves. 

We  might  extend  our  observations  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  did 
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we  not  believe  that  no  fnnher  argutnent  is  ndcessafy  to  satisfy  yoa  that 
we  ought  to  become  a  silk  growing  country,  provided  the  business  will 
yield  a  fair  profit  to  those  who  undertake  it.  Let  us  proceed,' then,  to  this 
inquiry.^ 

In  the  fitst  place,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  climate  of  our  country,  and 
much  of  the  soil,  are  stibh  that  the  silk  we  make  is  not  excelled,  eidier  in 
beauty  or  strength,  by  that  of  any  country  in  the  world.  For  the  truth, 
of  this  fact  we  m^y  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  eVery  foreigner,  capable  of 
judging,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  our  silk.  Shortly  prior  to 
the  revolutionary  war,  no  less  thism  IO,00(Nbs.  of  raw  silk  were  sent  from 
the  colony  of  Georgia  to  London,  and  its  quality  was  such  that  it  com- 
mand^ from  two  to  three  shillings  sterling  per  pound  more  than  that  of 
any  other  country.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  considerable  quantity  has 
been  sent  to  Euro{)e  frotn  States  farther  north,  but  European  manufacturers 
have  frequently  examihed  it,  and  they  have  uniformly  given  it  the  character 
stated  above.  We  can  produce,  then,  excellent  silk,  m  the  Various  parts 
of  our  country,  and  to  any  desirable  amount  But  we*  are  frequently  met 
with  the  argumetit  thkt,  although  our  soil  and  climate  are  both  v^ry  favor- 
able to  this  culture,  still  labor  is  so  h^h  that  we  cannot  compete  with  the 
silk  growing  countries  of  Europe  and  Asia,  where  the  price  of  labor  is' 
extremely  low. 

Many  of  ybtt  will  no  doubt  te<ioll6ct  that  prior  to  the  war  of  18113| 
although  we  were  growitlg  lialrge  ambttnts  of  cotton,  #e  r^oieived  all  our 
more  eombbn  and  stKbstahtial  muslins  from  India.  Dutinj^  the  war,  when 
our  commerce  was  greatly  rediit^  tod  the  ptices  of  all  imported  articles 
became  very  high,  cotton  manufactories  were  cotnmenced  in  some  of  the 
Ba^t^rn  States,  and  helped  td  supply  the  deficiency.  When  the  times  dT 
peace  again  fcirrived  and  commerce  revived,  it  wns  iWy  geniendly  "predicted 
that  th(^  mannfatthnng  establishnients  must  be  broken  up,  as  the  principd 
articles  they  then  tnade  were  such  as  to  bTik^g  them  into  direct  otHnpetidon 
^th  those  conbtriies  where  the  price  of  l^bbr  #as  at  its  low^  point..  Was 
this  tyr^ietibn  ^fified  1  Teor  from  it.  iThoiM  tttahufaetories  have  been 
grtotly  extehdisd,  ^dth^ynONVgitetis^ii^liii  for  lebsthto  half  tiM  price 
we  fbrnlierly  paid  for  thoto  of  India,  and  of  a  ottaUty  giiefatly  siipefrior.  In 
&ct  we  now  export  such  mul^litis  to  Tndia,  and  6ell  ihetn  ctt^a  good  pn(xfit 
Thi9  high  price  of  labor  ih^thiis  caise,  then,  has  not  prevented  a  socCeteful 
coitipetition  With  thode  couhtribs  tt^hete  the  #ages  are  sneh  as  seareehr  td 
atford  the  inbst  mettgre  subsistence  to^he  population  engaged  in  k.  Why, 
then,  shbuld  the' high  price' of  labor  pirevetat  our  riaising  sdkio  a  good  profit  ? 
The  fact  is,  'And  itmy  be  ap](>lied  to  allk^a^^,  th^tin  those  e(mntrie8#here 
tabor  is  Very^low,  business  is  CarriM'bn  much  more  sldggi^hly  than  wfaore 
it  15  high,  atid  theiirin^^leinehts  are  inore  rude  ahd  less  adapted  to  thepor- 
Dose,-^  'so  th^t  the  sime  atmunt  expended  i^ill  not  produce  more  in  Cb^ 
bltiier  case  thtoih  the  latter. 

But  Tve  tieed  Dot  proceed  filrtMer^vith  general  btlgumenti  to  prove  Aht 
tb6  IsUkctilture^willbe  a)^irdl!tAb]e  braMh  of  njationaT  industry ;  facts  were 
bHeited  duTih^the  iriitiiig^of  thex^dnyention  #  P°5P^ 

Efakh  any  argdiiiertts  we  C6Md  tote.    The^  Rev.'  D.  V.  Mcljelan,  of  Ihe^ 
to^  Kew^r«ey;*siati^  lOfat.  ih  MUteIr  to  t^^ 
ttmOe  fi^m  a"^d'^oHi5i!it6f^ 

ptndtilCal  1kn6#Md^  of  the  buSldss^^  he  j^tahted  a  stoD  tot  of  kiM^Mns  cfadea- 
mons,  with  moras  i^tidillaBs;  ift^  (he'e^ri^  of th6 past^^^  wdlbHk^ 
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made,  during  the  summer,  from  this  lot,  at  the  rat^  of  510  pounds  of  co- 
coons, or  51  pofunds  of  raw  silk  per  acre.  He  further  stated  that,  for  want 
of  a  sufficiency  of  the  silk  worms'  eggs,  he  did  not  feed  nearly  so  large  a 
number  as  his  foliage  would  have  supported.  But  suppose  we  take  this 
amount  as  the  average  per  acre,  and  it  is  certainly  not  too  his^h^  and  we 
shall  presently  find  that  the  business  will  yield  a  large  profit.  The  value 
of  the  raw  silk  is  not  less  than  $5  per  pound,  which  will  five  us  $255  as 
the  gross  produce  per  acre.  The  gentleman  above  named  did  not  keep  any 
account  of  the  expense  of  collecting  the  leaves,  attending  to  the  worms,  &c. ; 
but  a  Mr.  Smith,  a  very  respectable  farmer  of  Amherst,  Massachusetts, 
who  has  been  for  several  years  engaged  in  the  culture,  stated  that  he  knew 
from  actual  experiments,  that  when  he  paid  the  full  price  for  labor  it  did 
not  cost  him  more  than  $2  per  pound  for  the  raw  silk  ije  obtained.  Other 
gentlemen  present,  who  haa  considerable  experience  in  the  busine^,  cor- 
roborated his  statement.  Suppose,  however,  that  in  order  to  be  perfectly 
safe  in  our  eistimate,  we  add  25  per  cent,  to  this  amount,  making  the  ex- 
pense of  producing  the  pound  of  raw  silk  $2  50,  or  $127  50  for  the  51 
pounds,  and  we  have  a  net  profit  of  $127  50  per  acre.  Permit  us  now  to 
ask  you,  what  branch  of  your  usual  business  yields  a  profit  any  thing  like 
this? 

We  see,  then,  that  if  the  silk  culture  is  undertaken  by  the  farmer  as  an 
exclusive  business,  it  will  yield  him  a  rich  return,  even  when  he  has  to  pay 
the  full  price  for  all  the  labor  employed.  But  if  ever  the  United  States  shall 
become  extensively  engaged  in  this  branch  of  industry,  and  that  it  will  even- 
tually become  so  engaged  we  have  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  by  far  tlie 
greater  portion  of  the  article  will  be  produced  by  farmers  or  planters,  who 
are  at  the  same  time  raising  their  ordinary  crops.  Most  of  the  labor  can 
be  as  well,  and  as  expeditiously,  performed  by  children  of  from  nine  to 
twelve  years  of  age  as  by  robust  men  ;  and  thus  a  large  proportion  of  our 
population,  who  are  now  consumers  but  produce  nothing,  may  be  most 
profitably  employed  during"  a  portion  of  the  year.  Every  mrmer  who  has  a 
family  of  children  about  him,  by  planting  a  small  portion  of  his  ground 
with  morus  multicaulis,  may  make  from  50  to  200  pounds  of  raw  silk  per 
year,  with  very  little  interruption  to  his  other  pursuits,  and  at  a  very  trifling 
expense ;  and  thus  add  lai^ely  to  his  yearly  income. 

But  suppose  be  has  no  family  of  children  of  his  own,  and  is  obliged  to 
hire  those  of  his  poorer  neighbors,  he  is  then  increasing  his  own  profits  by 
this  business,  at  the  same  time  that  he  is  rescuing  these  children  from  the 
evils  of  an  idle  life,  and  giving  them  food  to  eat  ana  raiment  to  wear. 

There  is  still  another  view  of  this  subject  which  is  of  great  importance, 
particularly  to  the  citizens  of  many  of  the  Atlantic  States.  In  all  of  these 
we  find  large  quantities  of  land,  either  naturally  poor,  or  so  reduced  by  cul- 
ture as  to  yield  no  profit  to  the  cultivator.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
people  of  these  States  are  rapidly  emigrating  to  the  more  fertile  regions  of 
the  west  to  seek  a  subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  &milies ;  giving 
cause  for  fear  that,  unless  some  mp^^s  can  be  found  to  remove  this  neces- 
sity, some  of  those  States  will  soon  be,  in  a  measure,  depopulated.  Now,  it 
fortunately  happens  that  poor,  sandy,  and  almost  worn  out  lands  yield  the 
very  best  of  silk  ;  and  although  the  quantity  will  not  be  so  large  as  from  \ 
more  fertile  lands,  the  profits  will  be  such  as  to  leave  no  inducement  to  the 
inhabitants  to  leave  the  homes  of  their  fathers,  in  order  to  raise  wheat,  com, 
tobaceoy  or  cotton,  in  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  . 
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We  think  we  have,  in  the  few  remarks  we  have  made,  ^hown  you  suffi- 
cient inducements  to  make  a  fair  trial  of  the  silk  culture.  We  mfght  add 
many  more  facts  if  we  thought  it  necessary,  but  these  you  will  find  stated 
more  a^  large  in  the  periodical  publications  which  are  devoted  to  this  cause, 
and  particularly  in  the  '<  Journal  of  the  American  Silk  Society,"  published 
in  Baltimore,  and  to  which  we  refer  you,  in  the  full  confidence  that  you 
will  there  find  all  the  directions  necessary  for  propagating  the  trees,  feed- 
ing the  worms,  and  reeling  the  silk,  as  well  as  full  and  authentic  intelli- 
gence as  to  the  state  of  the  silk  market  and  trade ;  to  be  procured  by  main- 
taining a  r^[ular  correspondence  with  our  public  functionaries  and  others, 
at  home  and  abroad,  possessii^  most  experience  and  having  access  to  the 
best  sources  of  information.  To  commence  the  business  upon  a  moderate 
scale  will  involve  but  a  small  outlay  of  capital,  and  even  this  will  yield  as 
speedy  a  return,  and  a  much  larger  one,  than  you  could  hope  to  receive 
from  almost  any  other  investment 

GIDEON  B.  SMITH, 
WM.  GIBBONS, 
S.  BL  GUMMERE. 
Janxtaby,  1839. 

PREMIUMS  FOR  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  SILK. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  American  Silk  Society,  in  accordance 
with  the  constitution  of  said  society,  offer  the  following  premiums,  viz : 

1st  For  the  greatest  quantity  of  merchantable  raw  silk,  produced  by 
any  individual  firom  cocoons  of  his  or  her  own  raising  during  the  year 
1839,  One  Hundred  Dollars,  or  plate  of  that  value,  at  their  option. 

2d.  To  the  person  or  association  who  shall  make  the  greatest  quantity 
of  merchantable  raw  silk  from  one-fourth  of  an  acre  of  ground,  the 
trees  of  which  shall  have  been  planted  in  the  year  1839,  Two  Hundred 
Dollars,  or  plate  ot  that  value,  at  their  option. 

3d.    To  the  person  or  association  who  shall  make  the  second  greatest 

anantity  of  merchantable  raw  silk  from  one-fourth  of  an  acre  of  ground, 
16  trees  of  which  shall  have  been  planted  in  the  year  1 839,  One  Hun- 
dred AND  Fifty  Dollars,  or  plate  of  that  value,  at  their  option. 

4th.  For  the  best  pound  of  sewing  silk,  made  from  cocoons  of  the  com- 
petitor's own  raising,  m  1839,  Fifty  Dollars,  or  plate  of  that  value,  at 
their  option. 

5th.  For  the  second  best  pound  of  sewing  silk,  made  from  cocoons 
of  the  competitor's  own  raising  in  1839,  Thirty  Dollars,  or  plate  of  that 
value,  at  their  option. 

Five  pounds  of  the  silk  offered  for  the  first  premium,  and  the  whole 

Juanti^  produced  for  the  other  four  premiums,  must  be  deposited  with 
ames  6.  Law,  treasurer  of  the  American  Silk  Society,  in  Baltimore,  pre- 
vious to  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  society,  wliich  takes  place  on  the 
11th  December^  1839. 

GIDEON  B.  SBIITH, 
Car.  Siffry  American  Silk  Soeieiy.   . 
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MEMORIAL 

OP 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  ALABAMA, 

PBATING 

TTie  cession  to  thai  State  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  canal 


February  11, 1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  l>e  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Cotigress  assembled : 

Your  memorialists,  the  General  Assembly' of  Alabama,  respectfully  beg* 
leave  again  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river,  by  reason  of  which  so  large  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee  are  de- 
prived of  a  market  for  their  products,  and  of  the  facilities  needed  in 
receiving  stipplies.  Although  Congress  has  made  the  liberal  ffrant  of  four 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  forfeited  lands  for  the  removal  of  those  obstnic- 
tions,  yet,  after  the  rnost  faithful  execution  of  the  trust  in  the  application  of 
the  means,  the  sum  has  been  found  wholly  insufficient.  Fifteen  miles  of 
canal  have  been  completed,  which,  in  point  of  workmanship,  durability, 
and  cheapness  of  construction,  will  compare  with  any  similar  work  in  the 
Union.  The  means  are  now  exhausted,  but  the  evidence  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  work  to  answer  the  demands  of  a  growing  population,  becom- 
ing daily  more  apparent,  while  the  powers  of  Congress  to  grant  appropri- 
ations for  such  purposes  continue  unsettled  and  debateable ;  to  prevent 
further  altercation,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  Alabama  are  concerned,  and  to 
enable  the  State  to  provide  for  the  urgent  demands  of  its  citizens,  whose 
productions  are  rendered  less  valuable  and  available  on  account  of  those 
obstructions,  your  memorialists  pray  your  honorable  body  to  cede  the  said 
improvements  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  enable  said  State  to  complete  the 
same  with  its  own  resources,  or  to  call  in  the  aid  of  individual  capital  and 
enterprise,  should  the  State  deem  it  fit  and  proper  so  to  do. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

J.  W.  McCLUNG, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JAMES  M.  CALHOUN, 
President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  January  26,  1839. 

A.  P.  BAGBY. 

Blair  6l  Rives,  printers. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


OF  THE 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 


IM 


Relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands. 


February  11,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the 

State  of  New  Jersey  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  joint  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Connecticut  relative  ro  the  public  lands,  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  subject  of  the  public  lands  is  one  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  was  early  directed,  and  upon  which  their  sentiments 
uid  feelings  were  very  clearly  and  decidedly  expressed.  It  is  matter  of  his- 
tory, that  when  the  articles  of  confederation  were  under  consideration  in 
Congress,  in  1777,  the  delates  from  New  Jersey  endeavored,  though 
irithout  success,  to  procure  the  insertion  of  an  article  which  would  secure 
he  '<  impatented  or  crown  lands,"  as  they  were  then  called,  for  the  conunon 
benefit  of  all  the  States.  After  these  articles  had  been  agreed  upon  and 
idopted  by  Congress,  they  were  transmitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States,  for  their  approbation  and  ratification.  The  Legislature  of  New 
fersey,  after  several  months  of  deliberation,  on  the  16th  of  June,  1778,  de- 
clined to  ratify  them,  and  furnished  to  Congress,  through  their  delegates, 
I  statement  of  the  reasons  of  their  refusal ;  from  which  the  following  is  an 
sztract :  ^  The  present  war,  as  we  always  apprehended,  was  undertaKen  for 
die  general  defence  and  interest  of  the  confederating^  colonies,  now  the 
[Jnited  States.  It  was  ever  the  confident  expectation  of  this  State,  that  the 
)@Qefits  derived  from  a  successfial  contest  were  to  be  general  and  proportion- 
ile ;  and  that  the  property  of  the  common  enemy,  fculin^  in  consequence  of 
i  prosperous  issue  of  the  war,  would  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  be 
ippropriated  to  their  use.  We  are  therefore  greatly  disappointed  in  finding 
no  provision  made  in  the  confederation  for  empowering  Congress  to  dispose 
of  such  property,  but  especially  the  vacant  and  impatented  lands,  commonly 
called  the  crown  lands^  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  for  sucn 
other  public  and  general  purposes.  Reason  and  justice  must  decide  that 
the  property  which  existed  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  previous  to  the 
present  revolution,  ought  now  to  belong  to  the  Congress,  in  trust  for  the  use 
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and  benefit  of  the  United  States.    They  have  fought  and  bled  for  it^  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  abilities,  and  therefore  the  reward  ought  not 
to  be  predilectionally  distributed."    Failing  to  obtain  the  alteration  which 
they  desired,  and  urged  by  the  repeated  and  earnest  solicitations  of  Congress, 
ana  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  contest  in  which  they  were  embarked, 
the  Legislature,  on  the  14th  day  of  November,  1778,  with  that  self-sacrificing 
devotion  to  the  common  good,  and  that  magnanimous  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
liberty  which  marked  xbeir  whole  course^gave  their  assent,  to  the  articles  of 
confederation.    But  they  resolved  to  do  so  "  notwithstanding"  we  view  with 
concern  the  unequal  terms  of  the  articles  of  confederation  between  the 
several  States,  and  notwithstanding  tlie  objections  lately  stated  and  sent  to 
Congress  on  the  part  of  this  State,  are  founded  in  justice  and  equity,  and 
several  of  them  of  the.  most  essential  moment  to' the  interests  thereof ;  yet 
maturely  considering  the  urgent  necessity  of  accedino  to  the  confederacy; 
that  every  separate  and  detached  State  interest  ougnt  to  be  postponed  to 
the  public  good,  and  firmly  rdjringf^mt  the  candor  and  justice  of  the 
several  States  will  in  due.  time  remove  the  unequality  which  now  subsists.'' 
I'he  Legislature  of  Delaware  soon  after  followed  the  example  of  New 
Jersey,  accompanying  her  ratification  with  a  resolution  declaring  that  those 
lands  ought  in  justice  tobecome  the  common  property  of  the  l^on.    Bat 
Maryland  still  refused  to  waive  her  objections,  or  to  give  her  assent,  unless 
those  lands  were  first  surrendered  as  common  property.    In  the  hope  of 
removing  this  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  the  confederapy,  Congress,  on 
the  6th  of  September,  1780,  passed  resolutions  most  earnestly  caHing  upoo 
the  States  within  whose  limit»  those  lauds  lay,^to  cede  them  for  the  com- 
mon benefit ;  and,  on  the  10th  of  October  following,  passed  another  lesohi- 
lion,  expressly  declaring,  "  that  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 
or  relinquished  tathe  United  Stales  by  any  particular  State,,  pursuantto  the 
reconmiendation  of  Congress,  of  the  6th  day  of  September  last,  shall  U 
diwosed  of  for  the  common  benefit, of  the  United  States  J^ 

This  appeal  by  Congress  was  not  niade  in  vain.  On  the  1st  of  Uanb, 
1781,  New  York  ced^  certain  lands  within  her  chartered  limits  ^Kto^nd 
for  the  onjiy  uee  and  ber^efit  of  such  of  the  iSiates  as  are  or  >sbaU  ieoomi 
parties  to  the  artieUs  of  confederaiiofiJ^  On  the  1st  of  Maic^, .  1784i 
yi^inia  ceded  all  her  territory,  lying  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  apontbe 
condition  (among  others)  that  it "  shall  be  considered  acommnnfunifif 
the^use  and  benefit  of. such  of  the  Unittd  States  as  have -become  or-tsml 
becomOf  members  of  the  confederation  <n;  federal  aUiance  of  ihe  said  jSWHj 
Virginia  inclusive^  according  ta  their Msual  respective, prgpcrtbms  intk^ 
general  charge  and  expenditure^  and  shall  be  fait^JullyMud  bona  fide  Ms- 
posed  qj  for  thatifurposej  and  for  na  other  use  4>r  purpose  wkaisoeHr.* 
On  the  19th  of  April,  178$,  Massachusetts  >  ceded,  a,  portion^  of  her  lands^to 
the  United  States  <</o  the  uses  mentioned  in  a  resolve  iff  Oot^gressf^  ik 
tenth  day  of  October^.one  thousand  seven  hundredand^ighty/^  {b&ng^ 
resolutioa above^quoted ;}: andon  the  14th.of  Sfyptember^  178^,  Coiuiectioot 
also  ceded  a  part  of  her  vacant  lands  ^^to  the  United  JSLates  m  Cbii^ieefi 
assemblediforthe^common  use  and  benefit  ofihe^said  SMe$r CemnmtM 
inclusive.^  ^.The  cession  made  by  South  Ckroliaa,  on  the  7ih  oi  Aiignli 
1787,  is  ejq)ressly  declared  to  be  ^^unto  the  United  States, in  Gongrem 
assembledfjor  thebea^^j^..  the  said  States,  /'  e^ud  JhsX  made  by  Noidi 
Carolina^  on  the  25th  of  February,  1790,^proyxdes  4hat  the  iMulsibtia^ 
ceded  ^^shaUbe  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the,  tae  and  benefit  4 
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'ted  S^atw  of  America^  North  Carolina,  inclusive^  aecavding,  to 
rpective  and  usual /proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
d  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose^  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatsover.^^  The  last  cession  ixiade  by  any  of  the  States 
t  made  by  Geoxgia,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  which  provides  that 
Is  thereby  cedea  "  shall  be  considered. as  a  common  fund, for  the 
I  benefit  of  the  United  States^  Georgia  included,  and  shcdl  be 
Ufdisposediof  for  that  pttrposcy  and  for  no  other  use,  or  purpose 
r,"  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  "  the  candor  and  justice  of  the  sev- 
tes,"  upon  which  our  fathers  relied,  did,  "in  due  time,  remove  the 
ty"  of  which  they  complained,  and  surrecidered,  for  the  generiU 
a. property,  whieh  the  consequences  of  our  revohitionazy  strasEJe 
idered  of  immense  value.  The  whole  of  the  residue  of  the  public 
has  been  acquired  by  treaties,  made  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
Jnited  State?,  and  for  their  benefit.  Louisiana,  a3  is  well  knowni 
ained  at  an  expense  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  which  were  paid 
iie  common  treasury;  and  large  amountahavefrom  time  to  tim^ 
iwn  from  the  same  source  for  extinguishing  the  Indian  titles* 
i  this  brief  view  of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  lands  have  been 
i,  it  is  perfectly  manifest  that  they  are,  upon  every  principle  of  law 
Jce,  the  common  pxoperty  of  the  whole  Union,  if  there  were  any 
r  doubt^  it  would  seem  to  be  upon  the  question  whether,  in. strict- 
By  should  not  belong  esxlusivel^  io  the  original  thirteen  States.  It 
oily  by  their  treasure,  and  toil,  and  blood,  that  a  large  portion  of 
AS  acquired  ;  and  at  least  plausible  reasons  niig^ht  have  been  assign- 
ithholding  a  community  of  interest  in  them  from  the  younger  mem- 
he  Union,  whom  they  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the  literty  they 
ieved  and  the  government  they  had  formed.  But  such  has  never 
t  policy  they  have  pursued.  Their  conduct  towards  the  new  States 
1  throughout  marked  by  a  liberality  and  generosity  worthy  of  en- 
d  freemen.  No  jealous  anxiety  to  preserve  or  increase  their  own, 
nd  importance,  has  ever  led  them  to  interpose  the  slightest  obstacle$ 
ration ;  no  contracted  or  parsimonious  views  of  pecuniary  profit 
er  placed  those  lands  above  the  reach  of  the  poorest  settler ;  nor 
syever  refused  a  listening  ear  and  a  helping  hand  to  the  slight^t 
for  aid  or  protection.  *  They  have  regaraed  them,  not  as  a  man  re- 
i^  enemy  or  his  rival,  but  as  he  looks  upon  a  favorite  child,  in  whom 
ly  hopes  soon  to  find  an  equal  in  usefulness  and  honor.  No  one 
mine  the  history  of  the  conduct  of  the  General  Government  to  the 
ites,  without  the  conviction  that  it  has  been  more  than  just  ;^that  it 
fi  most  Uberally  generous. 

fii8t  law  for  regulating  the  sale  of  those  lands,  passed  May  20, 1785, 
3  a  provision  setting  apart  one  thirty-sixth  part  for  the  maintenance 
c  schools,  and  the  same  provision  has  been  continued  to  the  present 
From  a  report  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
louse  of  Representatives,  on  the  28th  of  Decemberj  1838,  ittippears 
quantity  oi  public  lands  unsold  within  the  limits  of  the  several 
ind  Territories  is  229,711,076  acres;  that  77.134,821  acres  have 
d  ;  and  that  12,690,334  acres  have  been  granted  to  those  States  and 
ries  for  the  support  of  common  schools,  lor  academies  and  colleges, 
roads  and  canals  and  other  putilic  improvements.  By  the  same  re-' 
iirther  appearsj  that  the  sum  of  f  3,967,367  has  been  granted  aod 
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paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  those  lands  for  the  construction  of 
roads  within  or  leading  to  those  States  and  Territories. 

Of  these  things  we  do  not  complaim  ;  ihey  were,  no  doubt,  well  and  wisely 
done,  and  far  be  it  from  us  to  wish  them  undone.  We  rejoice  to  know  that 
under  this  liberal  policy,  portions,  of  those  "impatented  and  unappropriided 
crown  lands"  have  in  little  more  than  half  a  century  become  free  and  inde- 
pendent States  of  the  Union,  and  that  still  other  portions,  under  the  same 
fostering  influence,  are  rapidly  advancing  to  the  same  digriity.  But  we  do 
complain,  and  we  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  complain,  that  eflforts  are 
conUnucJly  made,  by  means  of  graduation  and  pre-emption  laws,  to  waste 
this  public  property,  and,  above  all,  that  claims  are  made  and  countenanced, 
too,  that  these  public  lands,  thus  acquired,  ought  of  right  to  be  the  sole  and 
exclusive  property  of  the  States  in  which  they  lie.  That  such  a  claim  w 
utterly  destitute  of  any  foundation  in  justice  or  equity,  is  abundantly  mani- 
fest from  the  brief  sketch  of  the  manner  in  which  those  lands  were  acquired, 
already  given.  It  may  be  that  political  management  or  numerical  strength 
will  hereafter  crown  this  monstrous  pretension  with  success ;  but  no  e&rt 
of  human  ing^enuity  can  ever  impress  upon  it  the  semblance  of  justice  or 
honesty,  until  the  history  of  the  past  shall  have  been  obliterated  or  for- 
gotten. 

Of  one  thing  we  are  confident — that  Jerseymen  can  never  so  far  disre- 
gard what  they  oweto  the  memory  of  their  fathers,  to  themselves,  and  to  their 
posterity,  as  to  give  to  it  their  assent.  No  State  contributed  to  the  achieve- 
ment of  our  national  independence  and  Union  a  larger  proportion  of  prop- 
erty, of  sufiering  fortitude,  and  daring  heroism,  and  of  life  itself,  than  Nev 
Jersey ;  yet  no  State  has  reaped  from  it  so  liule  direct  pecuniary  advantage. 
While  other  States,  more  farvored  by  nature  or  by  circumstances,  have  shar- 
ed largely  the  benefits  arising  from  expenditures  made  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  promote  the  national  defence  and  security,  and  to  facilitate  navi- 
gation and  intercourse,  scarcely  a  dollar  has  been  expended  for  any  of  those 
purposes  within  her  limits.  Issuing  from  the  toils  and  sufferings  of  our 
revolutionary  struggle  exhausted  in  every  thing  hut  patriotism  and  honor, 
she  has  been  left  to  provide  her  own  common  school  fund,  to  build  and  en- 
dow her  own  academies  and  colleges,  and  to  construct  her  own  railroads 
and  canals,  by  such  ways  and  means  as  she  could  devise.  She  has  looked 
to  the  public  lands,  in  part  acquired  by  her  valor  or  purchased  with  her 
treasure,  as  a  source  from  which  she  might  hereafter  expect  aid  in  educa- 
ting her  sons,  in  developing  her  natural  resources,  in  facilitating  the  inter- 
course of  her  citizens,  and  in  accomplishingother  similar  purposes,  which  con- 
stitute the  true  glory  and  wealth  of  a  State.  But  an  attempt,  it  would  seem, 
is  to  be  made  to  strip  her,  in  piece- meal  or  in  mass,  of  this  property,  to  which 
she  is  entitled  by  every  principle  of  law  and  justice.  It  may  be  that  it  will 
succeed  ;  but  it  shall  not  be  with  her  consent  or  without  her  remonstrance. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions. 
January  23,  1839. 

CHARLES  G.  McCHESNEY, 
A.  ARMSTRONG, 

Committee  of  Council, 
WILLIAM  STITES, 
MOSES  RICHMAN,  Jun., 
G.  P.  MOLLESON, 

Committee  of  Assemblf- 
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STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 
Joint  ResohUions, 

Resolved  by  the  ConncU  and  Oeneral  Assembly  of  this  State,  That 
the  public  lands,  having  been  acquired  by  the  common  exertions  and  treas- 
ures of  the  United  States,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  the  conmion  property 
of  the  whole  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  those  lands,  if  not 
required  for  the  purposes  of  the  General  Government,  ought  to  be  propor- 
tionably  distributed  among  the  several  States. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  reduction  of  the  prices  of  those  lands,  and 
the  granting  of  pre-emption  rights,  as  measures  partial  and  unjust  in  their 
operation,  and  calculated  to  squander  and  waste  the  common  property  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  a  few. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  name  and  beh^f  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  we  do  most  solemnly  and  earnestly  protest  against  the  cession  ot  those 
lands,  or  of  any  part  diereof,  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  as  an  act  of 
palpable  injustice  and  wrong,  neither  required  nor  sanctioned  by  any  public 
necessity  or  policy,  and  opposed  te  every  principle  of  justice  and  equity. 

Resctved,  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  New  Jersey  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  best  conform  to  the  wishes,  and  promote 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  State,  by  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
fore&[oing  resolutions. 

Hesolvcd,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  and  of  the  accompanying  report,  to  the  Senators^and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  from  this  State,  with  a  request  that  the  same  be 
laid  before  their  respective  Houses,  and  also  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States  of  the  Union,  with  a  request  to  lay  them  before  their  respective  Legis- 
latures. 

House  of  Assembly,  February  7, 1839. 

These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  and  compared  in 
the  House  of  Assembly, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

LEWIS  CONDICT,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  January  31,  1839. 

These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  and  compared  in 
Council, 
Resolved^  That  the  same  do  pass.' 
By  order  of  Council, 

A.  PARSONS, 
Vice  President  of  Ckmncil. 
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State  of  New  Jersey  : 

I,  James  D.  Westcott,  Secretary  of  State  of  New  Jersey,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  certain  joint  resolutions,  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  said  State,  on  the  seventh 


day  of  February,  A.  D*  one  thousaud  ekht  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  as 
taken  from,  and  compared  with  the  original,  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal 
[l.  s.]  of  office,  at  the  city  of  Trenton,  in  said  State,  this  eighth  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-mne, 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT. 


25th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  r  208  1 


^d  Session, 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  11,  1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mf.  Lyon  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  284. J 

7%e  Commitiee  on  Roads  and  Canals^  to  which  were  referred  the  momo- 
rials  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  upon  the  subject  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers  in  Wisconsi?ij  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report : 

The  principal  rivers  in  the  inhabited  parts  of  Wisconsin,  are  the  Wis- 
consin, Rock,  and  Peekatonic,  which  flow  to  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Nee- 
nah,  (or  Fox,)  the  Manitowoc,  Sheboygan,  and  Milwaukee,  which  dis- 
charge into  Lake  Michigan.  Several  of  these  streams  have  been  navigated 
with  canoes  and  batteaux  for  many  years ;  and  so  long  as  the  country  was 
only  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  trade  with  the  Indians,  these  were  suf- 
ficient. But  the  Indians  are  now  removed  from  that  country ;  their  title 
has  been  extinguished ;  settlements  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture  and 
mining  have  been  established  in  the  vicinity  of  these  rivers  ;  and  Govern- 
iiient  has  now  offered  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thousand  square  miles 
of  that  Territory  for  sale. 

Before  these  settlements  have  progressed  further,  and  more  extensive 
sales  made,  your  committee  is  of  tne  opinion  that  a  general  system  for  the 
improvement  in  the  navigation  of  some  of  those  rivers  should  be  established. 
Congress  now  has  the  power  to  provide  adequate  means  for  their  improve- 
ment ;  and  by  their  application  of  those  means  at  this  time,  the  public 
revenues  will  be  increased  rather  than  diminished.  It  is  proposed  to  grant 
to  Wisconsin  alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  routes  to  be  improved, 
to  form  the  basis  of  loans,  and  to  increase  the  price  of  the  sections  retained 
to  double  the  present  miuimum  price. 

For  this  purpose  your  committee  respectfully  asks  leave  to  submit  a  bill. 

The  first  section  provides  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Wisconsin  and  Neenah  rivers,  and  for  their  connexion  by  a  canal.  This 
is  a  national  work,  as  it  unites  at  a  convenient  point  the  vallejrs  of  the 
great  lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  and  opens  a  free  communication  to  com- 
merce between  the  western  and  northwestern  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Atlantic  cities.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  said,  in  his  annual^ 
report,  that  this  communication  "  would  oe  in  the  highest  degree  importaf^t 
to  the  department  in  time  of  war,  and  useful  for  the  transportation  ef  sup- 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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plies  in  time  of  peace."  A  survey  of  the  Neenah  river  was  made  under 
the  vnstructions  of  the  Topographical  Bureau  in  the  year  1837,  and  the 
report  of  the  engineer  shows  that  the  route  is  feasible,  and  that  the  work 
may  be  executed  at  a  moderate  expense.  As  this  was  only  a  preliminary 
survey,  the  Secretary  recommends  that  a  more  accurate  one  be  now  made, 
with  a  view  of  proceeding  to  the  commencement  of  the  improvement 
immediately. 

The  Wisconsin  maybe  rendered  navigable  by  the  removal  of  the  timber 
from  its  banks  where  it  overhangs  the  channel,  and  occasionally  contract- 
ing its  waters  by  closing  the  heads  of  the  sluices  or  shallow  channels 
around  the  islands.  Its  general  width  is  about  half  a  mile ;  these  improve- 
ments, therefore,  will  permit  the  steamboats  which  navigate  the  Upper 
Mississippi  to  ascend  this  river  to  the  Great  Bend  nearest  to  Lake  Michigan. 
From  this  point  three  routes  to  the  Neenah  have  been  proposed,  to  enable 
these  boats  to  proceed  to  Green  Bay  and  there  meet  the  steamboats  from 
Buffalo.  The  first,  being  the  shortest,  is  the  route  now  used  as  a  portage^ 
and  a  canal  is  required  of  one  mile  and  a  quarter.  The  second  is  by 
Duck  creek  to  Swan  lake,  which  will  require  a  canal  of  one  mile  and  a 
half.  From  Swan  lake  the  Neenah  can  be  descended  ;  or  by  a  canal  of 
nine  miles,  to  the  stream  which  runs  into  Lake  Puckaway,  seventy  miles 
of  the  route  by  the  Neenah  may  be  avoided.  The  third  is  by  the  Alder 
and  Duck  creeks,  and  the  branches  of  Rock  river  to  Fond  du  Lac,  a  dis- 
tance of  fifty-four  miles,  all  of  which,  except  eight  miles,  will  be  by  rivers 
which  can  easily  be  rendered  navigable.  This  will  shorten  the  distance 
by  the  Neenah  about  one  hundred  miles,  and  the  same  work  will  unite  the 
Wisconsin,  the  Rock,  and  Neenah  rivers. 

The  only  rapids  in  the  Neenah  are  between  the  outlet  of  Winnebago 
lake  and  the  mouth  of  Waupakun  creek.  These  may  be  passed  either  by 
creatinga  slack-water  navigation,  or  by  a  canal  from  Winnebago  lake  to 
the  Neenah,  as  proposed  in  the  preliminary  survey.  The  former  method 
would  be  of  greatest  advantage  to  the  public. 

The  grant  of  land  made  for  this  improvement  will  be  about  one  hundred 
thousand  acres.  Government  is  the  sole  owner  of  the  land  along  the  north 
.side  of  this  route,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  tracts,  and  on  the 
south  side  of  more  than  two-thirds,  it  is  supposed.  In  the  Green  Bay  land 
district  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  surveyed  townships,  of 
which  not  more  than  thirty-seven  have  been  sold.  This  grant  will  contain 
less  than  five  townships. 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Rock  river  and  two  of  its  branches  ;  and  for  the  canal  from  Rock  river  to 
Fond  du  Lac.  This  route  is  of  vast  importance  to  the  inhabitants  in  the 
interior  of  Wisconsin,  not  only  to  those  who  may  be  upon  the  river,  but  to 
those  also  upon  its  tributaries,  whii*h  extend  a  hundred  miles  east  and  west 
It  is  stated  there  is  not  a  section  of  land  upon  these  waters  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion. This  river  runs  through  fifteen  townships,  of  which  not  more  than 
two  have  been  sold.  There  is  no  pine  timber  upon  it ;  the  settlers,  there- 
fore, in  its  vicinity,  will  be  compelled  to  obtain  this  description  of  lumber 
for  building,  from  the  country  north  of  Winnebago  lake.  We  may  look 
for  the  immediate  sale  and  settlement  of  all  these  lands  on  the  commence- 
ment of  the  improvement.  For  the  construction  of  the  canal  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  river,  the  bill  grants  about  sixty-five  thousand  acreS; 
being  less  than  three  townships. 
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The  Peekatonic  is  th^e  west  branch  of  Rock  river,  and  has  its  sources  in 
and  passes  through  the  district  known  as  the  Wisconsin  lead  mines — a 
district  which  is  not  surpassed  in  the  west  for  iis  mineral  or  agricullpral 
productions.  About  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  the  Territory  is  now 
seated  upon  it  and  its  tributaries.  At  the  clo^e  of  the  year  1829,  there  ap- 
pears to  have  been  exported  from  this  district  35,827,928  lbs.  of  lead ; 
since  that  year  no  accurate  returns  have  been  made,  for  which  reason  no 
correct  estimate  can  be  stated  of  the  antuial  product  at  present.  It  may  be 
observed,  however,  that  the  mines  are  considered  as  productive  a$  they 
have  ever  been,  and  new  discoveries  of  ore  are  made  every  season. 

The  hauling  of  the  lead  to  navigable  water,  and  of  the  supplies  for 
those  who  are  engaged  in  raining,  is  a  heavy  tax  upon  this  trade,  and 
greatly  enhances  the  price  of  lead  beyond  what  it  would  be  if,  the  cost  of 
transportation  could  be  reduced.  This  object,  which  it  is  apparent  is  of 
vital  importance  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  mines,  can  be  best  obtained 
by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  nearest  to  the  minefe,  and  by 
opening  a  free  communication  between  them  and  Lake  Michigan.  For  this 
purpose  the  bill  grants  about  23,040  acres,  or  one  township,  as  the  Peeka- 
tonic runs  through  six  townships  before  it  crosses  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  Territory.  From  the  boundary  to  its  junction  with  Rock  river,  it 
is  represented  to  be  a  deep,  sluggish  stream,  and  navigable  for  the  boats 
which  run  upon  Rock  river. 

The  River  of  the  Four  Lakes  (which  is  sometimes  called  the  Catfish) 
unites  the  lakes,  upon  the  borders  of  which  Madison,  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  Wisconsin,  stands,  with  Rock  river.  There  is  not  in  the  Territory 
a  more  beautiful  and  fertile  district  of  land  than  the  valley  of  these  lakes. 
There  are  many  townships  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  route  which 
are  unsold,  but  which  would  soon  be  settled  if  emigrants  could  be  trans- 
ported  to  some  point  near  to  them  by  steamboats.  It  is  of  great  interest  to 
the  public  that  there  should  be  a  free  coinmunication  by  water  with  the 
capital  of  the  Territory.  From  the  outlet  of  the  Fourth  Lake  to  Rock 
river  is  about  twenty-one  miles,  and  the  bill  grants  13,000  acres  to  improve 
this  route. 

The  advantages  which  the  Government  will  derive  from  these  grants, 
in  the  increased  value  and  ready  sale  of  its  lands  in  the  interior  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, is  obvious.  These  routes  will  open  to  the  eastern  cities  the  valuable 
trade  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  greatly  benefit  the  nation  by  facilitating 
the  communication  between  the  eastern  and  western  portions  of  the  Union. 
As  the  great  landholder  of  the  Territory,  this  measure  should  be  adopted 
by  this  Government  to  promote  settlement  and  increase  the  value  of  the 
estate;  and,  holding  the  right  of  sovereignty,  it  shonld  now  legislate  upon 
this  subject  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  the  Territory,  as  their  own 
Government  would  if  it  possessed  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty  and  of 
soil. 
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3d  Session, 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  INDIANA, 


IN  RELATION 


To  the  interference  by  Congress  or  State  Legislatures  with  the  domestic 

institutions  of  the  Slave  States. 


February  11, 1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That 
any  interference  in  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  slave-holding  States  of 
this  Union,  (without  their  consent,)  either  by  Congress  or  the  State  Legis- 
latures, is  contrary  to  the  compact  by  which  those  Stales  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Union. 

Resotvedy  That  any  such  interference  is  highly  reprehensible,  unpatri-    , 
otic,  and  injurious  to  the  peace  and  slabiHty  of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  joint  resolution  be  forwarded  to  each  of 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

TH.  J.  EVANS, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

DAVID  HILLIS, 


Approved,  January  29, 1839. 


President  of  the  Senate. 
DAVID  WALLACE. 


Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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3/i  Session, 


IN.  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  11,  1839. 

Sabmitied,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  614.,J 

The   Committee  on  Commerce  have  examined  the  papers  submitted  to 
the  Senate  by  A,  Vailj  and  make  thefotloioinq  report : 

It,is  alleged  that  Aaron  Vail  was  for  many  years  a  consul  of  the  Unitei 
States  at  the  port  of  I  i'Orient,  in  France,  where  he  resided  and  discharged  tho 
duties  of  that  office  till  he  died,  which  occurred  sometime  in  the  year  1813.  l[t 
is  alleged,  that  while  in  said  office,  he  dr^w  upon  the  officers  ol  the  United 
States  for  moneys,  from  time  to  time,  to  defray  the  charges  of  destitute 
seameu  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  now  stands  charged  with 
$6,305  69,  being  a  balance  of  such  moneys  unaccounted  for  by  him,  in  hli 
lifetime,  or  his  representatives,  since  his  decease.  It  is  further  alleged,  tha,t 
he  actually  disbursed  all  these  moneys  on  account  of  the  United  States,  in 
relieving  seamen,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  of  $1,357  79  due  to  his  estc^te 
for  cash  advanced  by  him,  for  the  same  general  object,  over  ^nd  above  all 
that  he  drew  from  the  Treasury.  The  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
auiiiorizes  the  officers  of  t>ie  Treasury  to  revise,  adjust,  and  settle  these  ac- 
counts upon  tl|e  principles  of  equity  and  justice^  and  to  pay  over  to  his  legal 
representatives  any  balance  that  may  be  found  due. 

This  bill  is,  no  doubt,  founded  on  the  supposition  that  the  facts  shown 
bv  the  petitioner  make  out  a  case  which  authorizes  such  a  settlement,  fox 
all  the  proofs  which  exist  are  said  to  be  among  the  papers.  If,  therefore, 
this  bill  passes,  it  will  be,  as  other  such  acts  have  been,  construed  into  an 
instruction  to  allow  what  has  been  refused  at  the  department,  because  it 
^as  ansustained  by  evidence.  There  is  much  reason  for  believing  that 
when  Congress  has  passed  such  acts,  the  accounting  officers  have  inter- 
preted them  as  throwing  the  wHole  matter  into  their  discretion  to  make 
allowances,  with  or  without  proof,  as  they  may  deem  expedient.  This  is 
^  administration  of  justice  unknown  to  all  le^al  and  equitable  tribunals, 
and  as  it  substitutes  the  will  of  the  individual  m  the  pljace  of  fixed,  deter- 
i^inate,  and  known  rules,  is  highly  objectionable  in  its  character,  and  such 
Po.wer  should  be  cautiously  confided,  if  there  be  any  cases  in  which  i^t  is 
^^pedient  to  grant  it.  Equity,  in  judicial  practice,  is  as  much  regulated  by 
^tablished  principles  as  the  administration  of  law,  ai^d  is  far  uoxp  being 
^a  p^re  ^ill  or  discretion  of  those  who  hold  the  {K)\|vier  pf  l^}^gJl^tratipn. 

^^r  dL  Rives,  printern. 
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The  accounting  officers  now  have  the  power  to  allow  whatever  is  well 
proved,  and  it  is  enough  that  is  so  proved  in  any  form ;  for  the  proof,  and 
not  the  manner  or  form  it,  is  the  essential  thing. 

The  Register  of  the  Treasury  certifies  that  the  claims  of  Mr.  Vail, 
amounting  to  g6,605  71,  were  suspended  because  there  were  no  vouchers 
to  sustain  the  various  items,  and  the  question  is,  ought  Congress  to  order 
claims  thus  standing,  without  satisfactory  evidence  to  sustain  them,  to  be 
allowed  1  and  it  is  quite  obvious  that  no  such  n^easure  should  find  counte- 
nance unless  it  is  plain  that  injustice  will  be  done  by  omitting  it. 

It  is  proper  first  to  observe,  that  Mr. Vail  had  long  been  a  public  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  was  well  informed  as  to  his  duty  in 
keeping  accounts  and  sustaining  them  by  the  necessary  vouchers,  and  he 
must  have  been  fully  awnre  that  allowances  for  the  disbursement  of  public 
money  could  not  be  made  on  his  statement  alone. 

It  is  also  worthy  ol  notice,  that  those  who  were  most  interested  in  his 
estate  and  character,  have  been  in  a  connexion  with  this  Governmentj 
which  has  afforded  to  them  the  best  of  all  possible  opportunities  for  a  full 
acquaintance  with  these  accounts,  and  the  objections  made  to  them,  as 
well  as  a  knowledge  of  what  was  necessary  to  obviate  those  objections  ; 
yet,  under  these  circumstances,  they  have  remained  unadjusted,  sonw  of 
them  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  all  of  them  nearly  that  period.  They 
are,  therefore,  what  may  be  termed  in  equity,  stale  claims,  demanding,  fix)m 
their  age,  the  more  rigid  scrutiny. 

The  committee  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Vail,  except  what  appears  from 
these  papers  ;  but  they"  doubt  not  that  he  was  a  gentleman  worthy  of  the 
trust  confided  to  him,  and  do  not  consider  that  holding  him  to  a  just  ac- 
countability under  the  rules  enforced  against  all  public  disbursing  officers, 
implies  any  impeachment  of  that  character. 

The  cardinal  principle  of  rigid  accountability  cannot  be  relaxed  withonf 
danger  from  the  precedent  which  ought  sedulously  to  be  avoided. 

With  these  principles  and  facts  in  view,  the  committee  will  proceed  toan 
examination  of  the  several  items,  as  classed  by  the  claimant. 

No.  1,  as  he  styles  it,  consists  of  two  items,  as  we  understand  it,  contained 
in  an  account  adjusted  in  1809,  which  is  not  before  us,  nor  does  it  appear 
what  the  charges  are  for.  They  are  alleged  to  have  been  rejected  for  want 
of  vouchers,  and  they  stand  now  without  any  proof  whatever  to  sustain 
them.  Congress,  however,  is  solicited  to  allow  them  because  other  sinailar 
charges  were  allowed  in  ilie  same  account  upon  satisfactory  evidence. 
The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  they  can  be  allowed  to  a  disbursing 
agent  on  his  own  naked  statement,  when  that  officer  well  knew  that  proof 
0?  the  outlay  wottld  and  ought  to  be  exacted  ?  The  committee  cannot  per- 
ceive how  the  allowance  of  items  proved  lays  any  foundation  for  thft 
allowance  of  those  not  proved,  or  raises  any  presumption  in  their  support. 

No.  2  consists  of  various  charges  for  cash  advanced  to  John  Cushing, 
master  of  the  American  brig  Betsey,  in  1806-7.  The  amount  consists  of 
266  francs,  and  if  advanced  at  all,  was  so  advanced  before  the  settlement  in 
1809,  above  referred  to. 

No.  3  consists  of  a  general  account  for  advances  on  account  of  destitute 
seamen;  is  dated  on  the  10th  of  October,  1810,  and  amounts  to  34,374 
francs,  which  is  the  great  body  of  the  claim.  The  account  is  produ^, 
And  said  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the  late  consul.  It  is  dated  at  the 
foot  as  above,  but  has  no  other  date  except  of  the  month,  and  aflbrds  do 
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means  of  determining  in  what  year  the  alleged  advances  were  made.  It 
contains  the  names  of  the  persons,  and  the  amount  said  to  be  advanced  to, 
or  an  account  of,  each,  and  purports  to  be  signed  by  the  late  consul.  But 
no  original  book  of  entries — no  receipts,  or  dther  documents,  vouchers,  or 
proofs,  are  produced  in  support  of  it. 

No.  4  is  a  charge  for  money  advanced  to  J.  Diot  to  reimburse  him  for 
cash  paid  at  the  port  of  Morlaix  by  order  of  Leonard  Jarvis,  for  the  support 
of  destitute  mariners.  A  paper  is  put  into  the  case,  dated  October  1.  L8L0, 
and  marked  C,  being  Diot's  memorandum  of  the  particulars,  but  there  is 
nothing  which  tends  to  prove  that  Mr.  Vail  reimbursed  him. 

These  four  heads  embrace  all  the  claim  as  set  forth,  (except  the  difference 
between  Mr.  Vail's  credit  to  the  United  States  and  General  Armstrong's 
charge  for  advances  to  him,)  and  these  are  the  proo&  on  which  they  rest. 
It  is  contended  that,  at  the  above  period,  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were 
in  force,  and  the  condemnations  under  them  threw  many  seamen  upon  the 
support  of  the  Government  in  France ;  and  this  is  doubtless  true.  On  this 
ground,  it  is  supposed  we  may  justify  ourselves  in  receiving  and  allowing 
the  accounts. 

It  is  also  su^fested,  that  the  regular  vouchers  may  have  been  filed,  and 
since  lost  or  destroyed,  or  might  have  been  destroyed  while  in  the  posses- 
sion of  General  Armstrong,  who  was  part  of  the  time  the  minister  of  the 
-United  States  in  France ;  but  the  committee  see  no  facts  revealed  which 
tend  to  prove  such  loss  or  destruction. 

Such  is  the  case  as  made  out  ex  parte  by  the  claimant. 

To  this  the  Treasury  Department  has  not  interposed  any  objection,  or 
offered  any  explanations. 

Nothing  is  known  to  the  committee  of  what  occurred  thirty  years  ago, 
when  these  accounts  were  presented  for  allowance,  beyond  what  the  record 
shows,  to  wit :  that  they  were  suspended  for  the  want  of  vouchers ;  nor  is 
there  any  explanation  given  of  this  great  delay. 

No.  1  was  charged  in  a«  account  rendered  November  1,  1809,  about,  as 
is  supposed,  four  years  before  the  death  of  the  consul.  No.  2,  which  pur- 
ports to  be  signed  by  Mr.  Vail,  bears  date  March  17,  1807,  six  years  before 
his  death.  Nos.  3  and  4  bear  date  in  October,  1810,  three  years,  or  there- 
abouts, before  his  death. 

If  ordinary  attention  was  given  to  the  business,  it  is  not  probable  that  Mr. 
Vail  remained  ignorant  during  all  this  time  that  these  items  were  disallowed 
for  the  want  of  proof,  or  of  the  fact  that  the  credit  to  the  United  States  in 
his  account  fell  far  short  of  the  amount  of  Geiieral  Armstrong's  allowance 
at  the  Treasury,  for  money  advanced  to  him  ;  nor  is  it  at  all  probable  that 
a  gentleman  of  his  experience  could  flatter  himself  that  he  could  obtain  a 
credit  to  that  amount,  however  respectable  he  might  be,  without  some  proof 
to  sustain  his  statement.  What  he  relied  upon,  if  anything,  does  not  ap- 
pear, nor  are  the  committee  able  to  explain  his  conduct.  This  belongs  to 
those  who  make  the  claim.  That  he  deemed  proofs  necessary,  however, 
is  evident,  from  the  fact  that  he  says  they  are  annexed  to  hi§  statement 
None,  however,  have  ever  been  seen  by  the  accounting  ofiicers ;  nor  were 
there  any  annexed  to  the  account  when  it  reached  tHe  department ;  for  the 
record  declares  there  were  none. 

We  are,  therefore,  ^brought  back  to  the  question  whether  we  can  recom- 
mend the  allowance  of  $6,606  71  upon  the  production  of  a  paper  purport- 
ing to  be  written  out  at  one  and  the  same  time  by  Mr.  Vail^  QXLd^\^<^V) 
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him,  ia  the  absence  of  all  other  proofs.  If  Mr.  Vail  were  alive,  the  trans- 
action a  recent  one,  and  we  could  have  the  lienefit  of  his  explanations,  and 
the  explanations  of  the  accounting  officers  who  examined  his  papers,  the 
committee  would  deem  the  allowance  a  pernicious  precedent,  and  wholly 
unjustifiable.  They  look  upon  it  after  a  lapse  of  thirty  years — after  the 
facts  are  obliterated  from  the  memory  or  sunk  into  oblivion  by  the  death 
of  those  concerned,  as  much  more  objectionable. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  estate  of  Mr.  Vail  ever  has  been,  ever  will,  or  can 
be,  called  upon  to  pay  this  balance  to  the  United  States.  Indeed,  it  is  now 
too  late  to  enforce  any  such  demand.  His  estate  has,  therefore,  all  the 
benefit  of  the  allowance  to  the  extent  of  the  balance  claimed  by  the  United 
States.  As  to  the  balance  claimed  by  the  petitioner,  we  think  the  burden 
of  the  evidence  is  upon  him,  and  that  he  wholly  fails  to  bring  himsell 
within  any  of  those  safe  and  necessary  rules  prescribed  in  such  cases. 
The  evidence  here  exhibited,  being  avowedly  all  that  exists,  we  do  not 
consider  it  as  laying  the  foundation  of  any  claim  in  equity,  and  ought  not 
to  be  referred  to  the  arbitrary  discretion  of  any  officers  to  allow  it,  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  safe  maxims  of  accountability.  We,  therefore,  recommend  the 
indefinite  postponement  oi  the  bill. 


-i 


26th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  (211] 

3d  Session, 


IN  SENAtE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FBB&fJART  11,  1839. 

Si^ymitted,  and  cird'ered  tobepriiifed. 


Mr.  FtrLTo^  mittdie  the  follbtilrilig 

REPORT : 

[To  acf^mpady  8etiat(s  bill  No.  34.] 

§ 
The  Commitfee  an  lidads  tind  Canals,  io  uthom  tbtr6  refined  ^  bHl  thak- 
ing  appropriatiohs  to  complete  certain  military  toads  in  the  State  of 
Arkans^iSj  and,  also,  the  resoltUions  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
asking  an  appropriation  to  complete  the  road  through  the  Mississippi 
swamp  so  as  to  obtain  a  land  commntHeation  between  that  rivef  and 
the  high  lands  on  its  i^gstem  side^  leading  to  the  exposed  frontier  of 
the  United  Stages,  report  : 

That  tlie  roads  leading  to  Fort  Gibson  and  to  Fort  Towson,  and  the 
road  from  Jackson  to  Fort  Smith,  were  all  nearly  completed  at  the  time 
the  State  of  Arkansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  were  constructed 
by  the  National  Government  through  that  State  (which  was  then  a  Terri- 
toryj  for  the  purpose  of  affording  tp  the  Government  the  means  of  trans- 
porting to  the  different  forts  upon  the  western  and  southwestern  frontier  the 
necessary  supplies  and  munitions  of  war ;  and,  also,  the  troops  required 
for  the  defence  of  that  section  of  the  Union.     These  roads  are  now  open, 
but  that  portion  of  them  which  is  unfinished,  passing  through  an  unsettled 
part  of  the  State,  and  for  the  most  part  over  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  have  finished,  unless  it  is  done  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States.    A  similar  bill,  making  the  same  appropria- 
tions for  the  completion  of  the  same  roads,  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session,  but  was  not .  acted  on  in  the  House  of  Representatives.     These 
^Ofids  will  not  only  afford  the  United  .States  the  requisite  and  necessary  fa- 
<^ililies  for  reaching  the  forts  upon  the  frontier,  and  the  means  of  intercom- 
<>)unication  between  those  posts  and  the  seat  of  the  General  Government, 
*^ut  will  be  also  the  means  of  opening  for  settlement  unoccupied  portions  of 
Jhe  national  domain,  which  will,  in  consequence  of  thus  becoming  accessi- 
ble to  settlers,  be  speedily  sold.    And  your  committee  believing  it  to  be  an 
"Object  of  the  first  importance  to  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  frontier  States,  and  to  the  preservation  of  peace  with  the  vari- 
•^^s  Indian  tribes  now  collected  in  ^eat  and  formidable  numbers,  (particu- 
^>"ly  in  the  neighborhoods  of  the  different  forts  to  which  the  roads  now 
•'^der  consideration  lead,)  that  the  whole  of  that  region  of  country  should 
^  settled  as  speedily  and  as  densely  as  possible,  they  cannot  bv\\.  t^^Kid^ 

*^irdt  Rives,  primers. 
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e^ery  measure  calculated  to  promote  such  a  settlement  of  that  country  in 
the  most  favorable  light.  Your  committee  consider  these  roads  as  a  part  of 
the  plan  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  that  they  are  connected  with  the 
military  plan  of  roads  in  progress  under  the  authority  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  indispensably  pecessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  all  the  objects 
contemplated  by  that  department  in  the  establishment  of  the  military  posts 
now  constructing,  and  which  are  to  be  connected  together  by  a  road  lead- 
ing along  the  line  of  the  frontier,  either  within  or  without  the  frontier 
States,  as  may  be  found  to  be  the.  best  caculated  to  afford  facility  of  comma- 
nicatioa  between  thos^  poats,  and  as  connecting  the  interior  with  the  fron- 
tier.   The  committee,  therefore,  reconunend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 

All  the  views  here  expressed  apply  with  equal,  if  not  greater  force,  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  for  completing  the  Memphis  road ;  and,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  swamp,  through  which  that  road  passes,  is  impassa- 
ble almost  throughout  the  year ;  that  Arkansas  is  thereby  cut  off  from  a 
land  communication  with  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  that  the 
country,  from  not  being  susceptible  of  settlement,  must  ever  remain  in  the 
ownership  of  the  UnitS  States ;  the  completion  of  this  indispensable  high- 
way n;iust  necessarily  devolve  upon  the  IJnited  States.  It  is  nowj  as  has 
beeq  aptly  said  by  th,e  United  States  eo&ineer  engaged  upon  this  work,  in 
his  report  of  thi^  year,  "  like  a  bridge,  nniriied  to  the  middle  of  a  stream 
and  there  terminated;  it  will  serve  only  to  tempt  travellers  to  the  interior 
of  the  swamp,  the  passage  of  which  is,  at  certain  seasons,  wholly  imprac- 
ticable." (Senate  document  No.  1,  page  288,  3d  session,  25th  Congress.) 
Your  committee,  therefore,  report  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  herewith  re- 
ported, making  an  appropriation  for  this  road  asked  for  by  the  Engineer  I>- 
partment,  and  which  is  estimated  to  be  amply  sufficient  to  complete  the 
road  to  the  high  lands. 


26th  Ck>NaR£S8,  [  SENA,TE.  1  F  SIA 1 


REPORT 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TO  A  fa«^n»f  I  ffn 


In  eomplianee  with  a  resolution  of  ike  SenatOj  a  statement  showing  the 
annual  receipts  and  espcnditures  of  the  Oavemmmi  since  the  ^or 
1817. 


February  11, 1839. 
Rea4t  vid  order«4  to  be  printed. 


Treasurt  Department,  Pebnuarp  9,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  Itie  honor  to  present  the  accompanying  statement,  prepared 
by  the  Rc^ster  of  the  Treasury,  which  has  been  maSe  up  to  the  30tii  of 
September  last,  bein^  as  &r  as  it  can  at  present  be  ascertained,  in  obedience 
to  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  instant,  to  wit : 

"  Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  report  to  die  Senate  the  total  amount  of  revenue  from  all 
sources,  which  accrued,  and  was  received  into  the  public  Treasury,  and  the 
aggreiiratc  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  the  General  Government,  in  all 
branches  of  the  public  service,  during  each  year,  from  the  Istdayof  Jiuiu* 
ary,  1817}  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839,  distinguishing  the  'pa3rment8 
made  in  each  year  on  account  of  the  national  debt,  and  showing  for  what 
objects  the  principal  expenditures  were  made." 

The  other  portion  of  the  resolution  has  been  previously  answered. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEYI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeamy. 
The  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  President  of  the  ZT.  StateSj  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Blair  Sl  RiireSi  printers* 
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26th  CoNGRsss.  [  SENATK 1  T  9 1 3  1 


3cIiS!05non. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Februart  12, 1839. 

Sabmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Rives  submitted  the  following  for  consideration : 

Whereas  "the  constitational  remedy  by  the  elective  principle  becomes 
nothing,  if  it  may  be  smothered  by  the  enormous  patrona^  of  the  Gen* 
eral  Government ;"  and  whereas,  also,  <<  freedom  of  election  is  essential' 
,  to  the  mutual  independence  of  the  State  and  Federal  Government^  and 
of  the  different  branched  of  the  same  Governments,  so  vitally  cherished 
by  American  institutions :" 

Resolved^  ihereforcy  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  it  is  highly  <<  im- 
proper for  officers,  depending  on  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  to  attempt  to 
control,  or  influence,  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective  riffht." 

Resolved^  alsoy  That  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  by  Congress,  so  fiur 
as  their  constitutional  powers  may  extend,  to  restrain  by  law  all  inter^- 
ence  of  Federal  officers  with  elections,  otherwise  than  by  giving  their  own 
votes ;  and  that  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  committed  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  new  model  it  according  to  the  princi- 
ples declared  in  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions. 

Blair  dt  Rives,  prinlers. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

OP  THE 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  LOUISIANA, 

IN  RELATION 

To  the  improvement  of  the  Atchafalaya  and  Red  rivers. 


February  13,  1839. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly  convened,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  oUr 
Representatives  be  requested,  to  use  all  their  exertions  to  show  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  in  its  proper  light,  the  utility  of  opening  the  bar  that  is 
now  forming  at  the  mouths  of  the  Red  river  and  of  the  Atchafalaya,  and  of 
removing  the  obstructions  arising  from  the  ledge  of  rocks  opposite  Alex- 
andria. 

And  it  is  further  resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit, 
as  soon  as  possible,  copies  of  the  above  resolution  to  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress. 

WM.  DEBDYS, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
FELIX  GARCIA, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  January  22, 1839. 

E.  D.  WHITE, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Blair  &.  Rives,  printers. 
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25th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  [  21 5  J 

3d  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  TH  E  UNITED  STATES. 


February  14,  1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wright  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  wccmnpmy  Senate  biU  So.  961 .] 

The  CmnnuUse  on  Fmance,  U>  v>hwh  kcLs  been  referred  the  bill  to  repeal 
ihe  ac^  entiihd  <<  An  eel  lafing  a  duty  on  imported  salty  granting  a 
bounty  on  piekkdfish  exported^  and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  em- 
phym  in  thefish&rieSy  approoed  July  29, 1813,  and  all  a<^  to  continue 
or  amend  the  same  /'  and^  also^  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  thirty- 
^st  day  of  January  last^  instructing  the  committee  to  inquire  ifUo  the 
ejfpedioHey  t^  repealing  the  existing  dutyjupon  bread  stuffs  jand  certain 
other  artMes  ef  imp^t^ report.- 

That  all  the  subjects  of  reference  may  be  considered  as  more  properly 

peitaintng  to  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  as  they  are  not 

^lestions  of  revenue,  but  of  a  surrender  of  protection  to  domestic  manu- 

factims,  to  domestic  products,  or  to  domestic  labor,  and,  as  such,  come 

within  the  classification  of  duties  assigned,  by  the  practice  of  the  Senate, 

CO  the  last  named  committee.    If  the  propositions  were  to  modify  the  duties, 

they  night  be  considered  questions  of  reTvnue,  because  it  not  uafrequendy 

happens  that  a  diminution  of  duty,  as  to  rate,  upon  any  given  article,  will 

pit)Te  to  be  an  increase  of  Bevenue  from  the  importations  of  that  article.   If 

^ve  were,  at  the  present  time,  afflicted  with  a  surplus  of  revenue,  it  might 

t^ecome  the  duty  of  the  committee,  as  they  understand  their  duties  to  con* 

®ider  the  prepor  measures  for  reducing  that  revenue  within  the  waats  of  the 

'IVeasnry  '^  and  fof  that  purpose,  if  they  should  consider  that  course  the 

'f'ost  bme&ciai  to  the  great  public  interests  involved,  to  recommend  the  en- 

^^  nepeal  ol  duties  upon  such  articles  as  would  have  that  action,  with^ 

o^t  a  consequent  injury  greater  Ihaa  the  beiMfit  to  be  secured  by  the  repeal 

^f  the  duly.    When,  however,  as  now,  the  anticipated  wants  of  the  Treas- 

^*^>  and  its  anticipated  means,  ace  nwre  neariy  balanoed  than  can  consist 

^th  tib»  perfect  safety  of  its  operations,  and  it  is  proposed  to  repeal  duties 

^P^Hi  articles  producing  revenue,  though  the  amounts  from  each  may  not  be 

^^^  laq^e,  when  compared  with  the  whole  revenue  from  imports  and  ton- 

^^tos,  anl  when  the  afticles  upon  which  the  duties  are  proposed  to  he  re- 

^^^ed  «re  those  whkh  come  in  competition  with  domestic  manufactures, 

f'^itefltic  products,  &t  domestic  labor,  which  it  has  been  the  policy  of  our 

i^;^  to  protect,  the  seferenGes  would  seem  (0  the  committee  to  bdong  to 

^^r  It  Riintt)  prittUrs. 
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that  class  usually  confided  to  the  judgment  and  action  of  the  Committee  oo 
Manufactures. 

In  one  aspect,  however,  the  consideration  of  these  questions  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  may  be  strictly  appropriate  and  somewhat  important 
They  are  responsible,  to  some  extent,  for  the  supply  of  the  Treasury  ;  for 
its  ability  to  meet  the  calls  which  the  appropriations  of  Congress  inake 
upon  it  And,  most  certainly,  under  this  responsibility,  not  only  should 
they  not  recommend  measures  which  will  cut  short  those  supplies,  but,  if 
such  measures  come  before  the  Senate,  recommended  by  other  committees, 
it  is  their  duty,  so  far  as  they  have  the  knowledge  or  the  means  of  judging 
upon  the  point,  to  inform  the  body  that  its  appropriations  may  exceed  the 
means  of  the  ^Freasury,  or  that  additional  supplies  must  be  provided  by 
law,  if  excessive  appropriations  shall  be  resolved  upon.  For  the  same 
plain  reason,  if  a  different  course  of  lee^islation  shall  be  proposed,  calcula- 
ted to  diminish  the  current  supplies,  while  it  does  not,  to  the  same  extent, 
diminish  the  current  expenditures,  the  committee  are  bound  to  warn  the 
Senate  against  the  effects  of  such  legislation,  and  either  to  resist  its  adop- 
tion or  to  urge  the  adoption  of  such  other  measures  as  shall  restore  the 
proper  relation  between  the  revenue  and  the  expenses  of  the  Government 

In  this  sense,  the  committee  consider  it  their  duty  to  act  upon  these 
references,  and  to  point  out  the  influences  which  the  adoption  of  the  lecfis- 
'lation  indicated  will  have  upon  the  public  Treasury,  and  upon  its  ability 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public  creditors  upon  it 

The  articles  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal  the  duty  are,  all  of 
them,  important  in  the  general  use  and  consumption  of  the  country.  Some 
of  them  are  articles  of  prime  necessity  to  every  citizen,  and  are,  therefore, 
of  a  character  to  make  taxation  universal,  if  taxation  upon  the  necessaries 
of  life  is,  by  the  present  state  of  things,  rendered  important  to  the  supply 
of  the  public  Treasury.  It  is  perhaps  impossible  to  name  articles  of  im- 
portation which  more  than  bread  stuSs  and  salt  are  universal  necessaries, 
and  consequently  upon  which  a  duty  levied  can  be  more  universally  Ish, 
80  far  as  it  shall  affect  the  price  of  the  article  to  the  consumer.  If,  then, 
taxation  and  revenue  only  be  considered,  and  the  former  is  rendered  neces- 
sary to  every  practicable  extent  to  realize  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  latter^ 
a  retention  of  the  duty  upon  these  articles  might  be  considered  peculiarly 
appropriate,  as  most  certain  to  secure  the  supplies  to  the  Treasury  whidi 
ought  to  be  the  leading  object  of  any  taxation.  If,  however,  it  shouU  be 
found,  upon  examination,  that  the  luxuries  imported  will  bear  a  sufficient 
tax  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Treasury,  without  a  resort  to  tlie  indis- 
pensable and  universal  necessaries,  then,  in  a  revenue  sense,  the  articles  of 
bread  stufl^  and  salt  would  seem  to  present  strong  claims  to  freedom  from 
taxation,  unless  collateral  considerations  of  protection  to  domestic  mana- 
factures,  domestic  products,  or  domestic  labor,  should  present  inducements 
of  a  national  character  for  a  continuance  of  the  duty,  sufficiently  strong  to 
overbalance  the  immediate  policy  of  bringing  the  indispensable  necessaries 
of  life  to  every  citizen  at  the  lowest  possible  cost. 

While  the  committee  ^re  able  to  pronounce  that  the  Treasury,  at  present, 
has  DO  revenues  to  spare,  they  do  not  consider  the  country  in  a  c(»diti0n 
when  a  resort  to  the  necessaries  of  life,  as  objects  of  taxation  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  raising  revenue,  has  become  an  unavoidable  resort  They  are 
lull^  convinced  that  the  ordinarv  importations  of  artides,  which  in  a  com- 
parison with  bread  stuffs  and  salt,  may  be  considered  luxuries,  will  bear  all 
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the  taxation  required  to  make  the  revenue  from  import  and  tonna^j  added 
to  that  derived  from  the  public  lands,  amply  sufficient  to  the  supply  of  the 
Treasury,  except  upon  occasions  of  extraordinary  expenditure,  such  as  a 
state  of  war  and  the  like.  Still,  as  they  have  before  intimated,  they  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  strength  of  the  collateral 
considerations  of  protection,  as  involved  in  the  references  made.  That 
opinion  should  come  from  a  diflferent  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  which 
questions  of  that  character  are  uniformly  submitted,  and  which  must  there- 
fore be  much  better  prepared  to  discuss  them  intelligibly  and  decide' them 
safelv  than  the  Committee  on  Finance  can  be  supposed  to  be.  If  the 
articles  in  question  are  made  free  from  duty,  in  the*  present  state  of  the 
revenue,  the  Treasury  must  be  compensated  for  the  loss,  by  some  re  arrange- 
ment of  the  imposts  upon  other  articles  ;  but  so  far  as  revenue  is  concerned, 
the  committee  would  consider.it  an  easy  task  to  make,  that  arrangement  in 
a  manner  which  should  affect  unquestioned  luxuries  merely,  and  those  too 
which  do  not. come  in  material  competition  with  any  articles  of  domestic 
production  or  domestic  manufacture.  They  are  unable,  therefore,  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that,  in  a  revjsnue  sense,  the  perpetuation  of  a  duty  upon 
such  fiecessaries  as  bread  stuffs  and  salt  is  unavoidable;  although  the  entire 
repeal  of  those  duties,  at  the  present  time,  without  a  correspondent  diminu- 
tion of  the  appropriations,  or  an  equivalent  supply  to  the  Treasury  from 
some  other  source,  would  endanger  the  public  credit,  and  the  rights  of  the 
public  creditors: 

It  is  proper  to  notice  in  this  connexion,  that  the  bill  referred,  and  which 
proposes  to  repeal  the  duty  upon  salt,  proposes,  at  the  same  time,  to  relieve 
the  Treasury  from  the  payment  of  the  fishing  bounties,  and,  in  that  way, 
to  diminish  the  public  expenses  to  about  half  the  extent  to  which  it  takes 
from  the  Treasury  the  means  to  meet  those  expenses.  No  such  compensa- 
tion to  the  Treasury  is  proposed  even  to  a  partial  extent  by  the  resolution 
which  instructs  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  duty  upon  bread  stuffs,  and  the  other  articles  named,  while  the  ordinary 
annual  revenue  derived  from  these  articles  may  be  very  material  to  the 
lYeasury  during  the  present  and  future  year. 

Influenced  by  these  considerations,  the  committee  have  not  thought  it 
advisable,  at  this  late  stage  of  the  short  session,  to  ask  that  a  reference 
of  these  subjects  be  made  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  for  their 
consideration  of  them  in  reference  to  the  domestic  interests  involved,  as 
they  do  not  suppose  it  possible  that  the  bill  referred  to  them,  or  any  bill 
which  might  be  reported,  embracing  any  or  all  the  other  subjects,  can 
receive  the  final  action  of  the  Senate,  much  less  of  Congress,  Wore  the 
period  will  arrive  when  this  Congress  will  be  dissolved. 

They  still  think  several  of  the  subjects  important,  and  that  in  relation 
to  the  salt  duties  and  fishing  bounties  peculiarly  so.  A  proposition  has 
been  made  to  the' Senate,  during  its  present  session,  to  cause  a  mass  of 
highly  valuable  information  upon  these  two  points  to  be  printed,  and 
distributed  throughout  the  country;  but  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
expense  to  be  incurred,  as  the  committee  believe,  induced  the  Senate  to 
withhold  the  order  to  print.  The  reference  to  the  committee  included  the 
documents  proposed  to  be  printed,  as  well  as  the  bill.  To  these  documents 
their  attention  has  been  particularly  directed.  They  find  that  they  em- 
body information,  in  relation  to  all  the  aspects  of  these  two  subjects,  of  a 
scientific  and  practical  character,  and  of  the  highest  interest ;  informeLU<^v\. 
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wHich  they  believe -would  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the  comimiiihy 
separate  from  any  reference  lo  the  legislation  now  proposed;  and  tbe>' 
have  made  inquiries  as  to  the  cost  of  printing,  and  are  able  to  ^ve  to  the 
Senate  the  following  statements  upon  that  point.  The  propositiOQ  was  to 
print : 

First.  36  pages,  quarto,  of  docutnents  published  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons  in  England,  called  "  Papers  relating  to  the  salt  duties,^  betng, 
to  a  consideraUe  extent,  an  examination:  of  witnesses  as  to  the  uaes  aiKi 
quality  of  salt,  and  the  different  modes  of  manufacture,  &c. 

Second.  204  pa^es,  quarto,  of  similar  documents,  being  a  <<  report  of  a 
select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  minutes  of  the  evidence 
ta)<en  befo're  it,  on  the  laws  relating  to  the  salt  duties." 

These  papers  have  been  submitted  by  the  committee  to  Mr.  Rives,  oae 
of  the  printers  to  the  Senate,  with  a  request  that  he  would  give  lo  them 
the  cost  of  printing,  in  the  ordinary  form  of  the  documents  of  Congress, 
the  usual  number,  1,114;  of  1,000  extra  copies;  of  5,000  extra  copies; 
and  ot  10,000  extra  copies ;  and  also  that  he  would  inform  the  connniitee 
whether  any  and  what  difference  was  made  in  the  price  of  printing  addi- 
tional copies,  under  an  order  of  the  Senate,  growing  out  ol  the  number 
of  copies  ordered. 

To  these  inquiries  Mr^  Rives  replies,  that  the  239  cap  pages,  set  in  snvdl 
pica  type,  will  make  about  328  pages,  of  the  size  of  the  pa^  used  in  the 
Congressional  documents ;  that  the  cost  of  printing  the  usual  nuntber,  1,114 
copies,  according  to  the  allowance  made  to  them  for  printing  for  the  Senate, 
will  be  $860  86 ;  that  any  additional  copies  will  cost  47  cents  and  8  mills 
per  copy ;  that  as  they  are  permitted  to  charge  for  press  work  and  good 
paper  merely  in  printing  additional  copies,  the  cost  per  copy  will  be  the 
same,  whether  the  number  ordered  bo  large  or  small ;  and  that  1,000  ad- 
.  ditional  copies  will  cost  $477  75 ;  that  5,000  will  cost  $2,388  75 ;  and 
that  10,000  will  cost  $4,777  50. 

An  examination  of  the  papers  has  fully  satisfied  the  committee  that  the 
expense  of  printing  a  large  number  of  copies  for  circulation  should  Dot 
deter  the  Senate  from  the  adoption  of  an  order  for  that  purpose  ;  but  they 
believe  that,  by  a  more  careful  selection  than  they  have  had  time  to  make, 
repetitions  may  be  avoided,  and  the  pamphleit  improved  for  distribution,  by 
an  omission  to  insert  such  portions  of  the  testimony  of  different  wimesses 
as  convey  no  new  information,  and  are  not  necessary  to  corroborate  evi- 
dence which  is  questioned  by  the  different  views  of  witnesses  differently 
situated.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to 
select  the  portions  of  the  documents  to  be  printed,  not  in  any  event  to  ex- 
ceed,either  in  volume  or  expense,  the  estimate  above  given,  and  they  have  in- 
structed their  chairman  to  present  a  resolution  to  the  Senate  directing  tiie 
printing  of  the  number  of  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  documents,  subject 
to  the  conditions  above  expressed. 

The  remarks  of  the  committee  hitherto  have  been  confined  to  the  articles 
of  bread>stufi&  and  salt,  the  former  being  enumerated  in  the  resolution,  and 
the  latter  in  the  bill  referred.  The  articles  of  beef  and  pork  are  also 
enuwierated  in  the  resolution,  and  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  classed  with  the 
two  former,  as  indispensable  and  universal  necessaries;  but  the  importation 
of  either  is  so  trifling  as  to  render  any  change  in  the  duty,  or  its  entire  re- 
peal, a  matter  of  little  moment,  either  as  it  respects  revenue  or  the  collateral 
consideration  of  protection  to  the  domestic  products. 


6  1:^15] 

The  articles  of  irooi  sugar,  molasses^  and  lead,  ace  als6  enumerated  in 
the  resolution,  all  of  which  articles,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
whether  viewed  as  proper  objects  of  taxation  for  revenue,  or  as  articles 
coBHDiEC  in  competition  with  domestic  products  which  have  ever  been  sub- 
jects of  protection,  are  to  be  considered  in  a  different  light  from  those  of 
bread  stufis,  salt,  beef,  and  pork  ;  and  so  entirely  certain  do  they  suppose 
it  to  be  that  Congress  will  not  consent  to  make  these  articles  free,  even  were 
the  revenue  derived  from  them  not  imperiously  required  by  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that,  were  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  demanded,  these  arti- 
cles would  not  willingly  be  legislated  upon,  with  a  view  to  any  material 
change  of  the  duties,  separate  from  a  general  re-arrangement  of  the  tariff 
.  laws — an  object  certainly  not  intended  to  be  placed  in  the  charge  of  the 
committee  by  these  references — that  they  would  not  feel  warranted  in  pre- 
senting propositions  for  immediate  legislation  in  reference  to  them. 

That  the  influence  of  a  repeal  of  any  of  these  duties  upon  the  current 
revenue  may  be  distinctly  seen  by  the  Senate,  the  committee  have  ascer- 
tained, from  inquiries  at  the  proper  department,  and  are  able  to  state,  the 
amount  of  net  revenue  realized  at  the  Treasury  from  each  article  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  September,  1837.  The  statement  is  as 
follows*: 

•      Salt         -            .            -      •      .            .            .  $542,001  16 

Bread  sluflGb         .....  966,779  30 

Beef  and  pork    .            .            .           v            .  3,012  39 

Iron,  and  manufactures  thereof  -            -            -  2,470,449  68 

Siicars 3,115,728  09 

Molasses              -            -            .            .            .  795,835  32 

l^ad        ......  11,268  03 


Whole  amount  -  -  -    7,904,073  97 

• 

The  amount  paid  for  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  for  the  same  year 
has  been  $257,541  45.  If  this  amount  be  taken  from  the  duties  paid  upon 
salt  for  the  year  mentioned,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  net  annual  revenue  to  the 
Treasury  from  the  importations  of  salt,  over  and  above  the  portions  re- 
funded to  the  fishermen,  for  the  year,  was  only  $284,469  71.  By  the 
operations  of  existing  laws  this  surplus,  beyond  the  bounties  and  allowances, 
is  gradually  diminishing,  and  the  time  may  arrive  when  the  whole  duty 
upon  salt  will  not  equal  these  payments. 

The  table  of  these  importations  and  duties,  in  detail,  as  furnished  to  the 
committee  from  the  ofiice  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  is  annexed  to 
this  report. 

The  committee  have  entertained  some  doubts  whether  the  general  term 
'^iron,"  in  the  lesolution,  was  designed  to  embrace  as  well  the  various  man- 
ufactures  of  iron  mentioned  in  the  tariff  laws,  as  iron  in  an  unmanufac 
tured  state.  They  have  therefore  carried  out  the  amounts  of  duty  upon 
''old  and  scrap  iron,"  "pig  iron,"  "rolled  bar  iron,"  and  «  other  bar  iron," 
in  one  sum,  and  those  upon  the  manufactures  in  another,  in  the  statement 
of  duties  annexed,  though  both  are  embraced  in  the  sum  above  given  as 
dnty  upon  iron.  For  the  year  covered  by  the  statement  the  revenue  from 
iron  unmanufactured  was  Sl)947,941  56,  and  upon  the  manufactures  of 
iron  $522,508  12. 


[215]  6 

The  committee  report  the  bill  referred  without  amendment,  submitting 
the  views  before '  expressed  in  relation  to  it ;  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution,  and  respectftilly  recommeDd 
the  following  order  for  printing  the  documents  of  which  they  have  spoken : 

Resolved,  That  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  preceding  report,  rela- 
ting to  the  manufacture,  quality,  and  uses  of  salt,  &c.,  or  such  portions 
thereof  as  shall  be  selected  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
not  in  any  event  to  exceed,  in  volume  or  cost,  the  estimate  set  forth  in  the 
said  report,  be  printed,  and  that  ten  thousand  additional  copies  thereof  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Treasury  Department,  February  13,  1839. 

Sir:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, requesting  a  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  duties  collected  in 
the  years  1837  and  1838  on  common  salt,  bread  stufis,  beef,  pork,  iron  of 
all  sorts,  sugar,  molasses,  and  lead,  and  amount  paid  for  fishing  bounties. 
Enclosed,  herewith,  you  will  receive  a  report  in  answer  thereto  from  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TYeasury, 
Hon.  Silas  Wright, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Finance,  Senate, 
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25th  CoNQREas,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  21 6  "l 


'3d  Session. 


MESSAGE 


rttoM' 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


IN  OOMPCIANCX 


WUh  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  reJation  to  the  seizure  and  detention 
of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Eneomwrn^and  Comet, 


*  Pbdruary  1^  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


I  herewith  tmnsmit  to  the  Seri6.te  a  repbrt  frorti  thi  Secretary  of  Sf'nte, 
with  ttCcompaLnying  docattieilt^,  ia  aniWer'  to  theli:  reiblutibn  of  the  Ist 
instant. 

M.' vAN  BUkEN. 

To  the  SENXrfi  ofihe  United  States.- 


,1  i  1 ; 


DE^AR*httB*rtP  61^  State, 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  bos  been  referred  the  resolation  of  the 
Senate,  dated  the  1st  instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  communicate  to  that  body  "whether  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  has 
made  compensation  in  the  cases  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Encomium,  and 
Comet;  the  first  of  which  was  forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  Port  Ham- 
ilton, Bermuda  island,  and  the  other  two  wrecked  on  the  keys  of  the  Baha- 
mas, and  the  slaves  on  board  forcibly  seized  and  detained  by  the  local 
authorities ;  and  if  no  compensation  has  been  made,  the  reasons  why  it  has 
not  been  made  ;  wit^  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, which  has  taken  place  since  the  answer  to  a  former  call  on  the 
same  subject  by  the  Senate,"  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  President  the 
accompanying  papers,  embracing  the  information  and  correspondence  called 
for. 

Respectful^  submittodi 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  Prrsidbnt  of  the  United  Slates, 

Blair  Sl  Rives,  printers. 


[216] 


LIST  OP  ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  September  14,  1836.     Extract, 

Same  to  same,  March  27,  1837.    Copy. 

Same  to  same,  August  4, 1837.     Bxtract. 

Same  to  same,  March- 12,  1838.    Copy. 

Same  to  same,  Jun^  6, 1^8.    Copy. 

Same  to  same,  November  28,  1838.    Extract. 

DESPATCHES. 

% 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (with  enclosures,)  January  22,  1837. 

Extracts, 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  May  13,  1837.    Extract 
Same  to  same,  fwith  enclosure,)  June  13,  1837.    Extract. 
Same  to  same,  fwith  enclosures,)  December  27,  1837.    Extract. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,^  April  21,  1838.    Extracts. 
Same  to  same,  /with  enclosyre,)  May  5,  1838.    Extract. 
Same  to  same,  nvith  enclosures,)  May  28)  1838.    Extract 
Same  to  same,  July  4, 1838.    Copj. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  July  21, 1838.    Extract 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosures,)  November  5, 1838.     Extracts. 
Same  to  same,  ^with  enclosures,)  November  5,  1838.    Extract 
Sanie  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  December  IS^  1838.    Extract 


I 
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Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Stei)enson.'^[Extract.) 


Dbpartmbnt  ofp  State, 
W(ishinffton,  September   14,   1836. 

•  «•  «  •  «  *  4 

There  is  another  point  in  your  letter  which,  if  any  discussion  follows  on 
the  merits  of  the  several  claimants,  must  not  be  forgotten.  You  argue  the 
question  of  the  claimants  ns  if  ^t  were  possible  to  apply  to  them  the  rules 
or  principles  of  the  recent  British  legislation  for  the  West  Jndies.  You 
say  correctly  that  they  do  not  impair  the  right  to  redress ;  but  two  of  (he 
cases  occurred  before  the  emancipation  law  wasof  force,  and  the  British  Gov- 
vemment  cannot  attempt  to  apply  the  provisions  of  that  law  to  the  property 
of  our  citizens  without  gross  injustice,  and  the  glaring  inconsistency  of 
applying  to  it  a  rule  which  could  not  have  been  applied  to  the  property  of 
British  subjects.  It  will,  however,  be*  fortunate,  if  a  favorable  decision 
should  be  made  on  the  supposition  that  the  new  law  is  applicable  to  the 
present  claims,  as  in  that  event  the  decision  being  made  on  the  broad 
ground,  will  cover  all  future  cases  of  a  smilar  character. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  27,  1837. 

Sir  :  Your,  despatch  of  the  22d  of  January  last  was  received  on  the 
5ih  instant,  communicating  the  note  of  Lord  Palmerston  of  the  7th  of 
January,  in  which  he  announces  the  determination  of  his  Government  re- 
specting the  claims  preferred  by  the  United  States  to  compensation  for  the  * 
slaves  who  were  on  board  the  vessels  called  the  "  Ck)mei"  a;id  "  Encomium," 
wrecked  in  the  years  1831  and  1834,  on  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  those  on 
board  the  <<  Enterprise,^  which-,  in  the  year  1835,  was  compelled  to  enter  a 
port  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  by  stress  of  weather  and  want  of  provisions. 

The  readiness  expressed  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  render  the 
justice  which  is  due  to  the  owners  for  the  slaves  cast  away  u{)on  the  British 
shores  in  the  "Comet"  and  ^^Encomium,"  and  liberated  by  the  colonial  author- 
ities, is  acknowledged ;  but  the  principles  asserted  in  the  note  communicating 
this  decision,  and  on  which  the  rejection  of  the  claim  preferred  on  be- 
half of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  in  the  "  Enterprise"  is  founded,  are  regarded 
by  the  President  as  inconsistent  with  the  respect  duo  from  all  foreign 
powers  to  the  institutions  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  with  the  rights  of  tne 
citizens  of  the  United  States*.  The  rule  laid  down  by  Lord  Palmerston  for 
the  decision  of  these  claims  is,^<  that  those  claimants  must  be  considered  > 
entitled  to  compensation,  who  were  lawfully  ia^  possession  of  their  slaves 
within  the  British  territory,  and  who  were  disturbed  in  their  legal  posses- 
sion of  thoseslaves  by  functionaries  of  the  British  Government."  He  then 
proceeds  to  state  that  the  owners  of  the  slaves  on.  board  the  "Enterprise" 
never  were  lawfully  in  possession  of  those  slaves  within  the  Biltish  terri- 
'  tory,  slavery  having  before  her  arrival  in  Bermuda,  been  abolished  through- 
out the  British  Empire ;  and  he  asserts  the  doctrine  that,  when  men  who 
have  been  held  in  slavery  are  brought  into  a  country  where  the  condition 
of  slavery  is  unknown  and  forbidden,  they  are  necessarily,  and  by  the  very 
9  nature  of  things,  placed  at  once  in  the  situation  of  aliens,  who  havt  at  a(l 
times  from  their  birth  been  free.    In  the  concWsvou  oi  V\\^  Tv^Vt^\v^  ^fc- 


^ 


siq] 


clares  that  slavery  being  now  abolished  tlirougho^t  the  British  Empirey  thprc 
can  be  no  well  founded  claim  fdr  <k>i^pehsatidn  in  tespect  to  slaves  who, 
tinder  any  circumstanceSi  mhy  come  into  the  British  colonies,  any  more 
than  there  wotildHbe  in  r«^et  to  slaves  who  might  be  sent  into  the  United 
Kinpfdom.  His  lordship,  at  the  ssime  time,  admits,  that  if  a  ship  containing 
irrational  animals  or  inanimate  things,  were  driteli  by  stress  of  weather 
into  a  foreign  port,  the  owner  of  that  cargo  could  not  be  justly  deprived  of 
his  property  by  the  operation  of  any  particular  law  which  might  be  ia 
existence  in  that  port ;  and  he  allows  that  it  would  be  highly  unjust  that 
the  owner  should  be  stripped  of  what  belongs  to  him,  through  tbe  forcible 
application  of  the  municipal  law  of  in  StAieio' which  ke  had  noiyohmtarily 
submitted  himsdf.  To  reconcile  these  apparently  conflicting  doctrines, 
his  k>rdship  is  understood  to  maintain,  that  since  the  passage  oi  the  act  of 
H^^rliament  of  1833,  entitled  <<  An  act  tor  the  abolition  of  slavery  through- 
out ihiC  British  colonies,''  Sec.,  there  can  be  ho  property  in  slaves,  tmder  any 
citcumEftanCeSj  within  the  British  donliaions ;  and'lhat,  as  a  necessary  con-  * 
sequence,  whenever  slaves  are  broiight  into  them/ however  c<mipuls6ry  and 
im^fBFOidable  the  causes  Which  carry  liheiii  there,  all  antecedent  property  in 
them,  be  it  ever  so  solemnly  guarantied  by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  W^hich 
the  owner  belongs,  is  forthwith  divested,  and  the  slave  entitled  to  his  liberty. 
It  is  further  alleged,  that  the  law  which  draws  after  it  this  result,  is  in 
entire  harmony  with  the  law  of  natiotis.  It  would  be  impossible  to  look  ' 
back  on  the  history  of  natidns!  T^ithout  feeling  surprise  at  the  positions  laid 
down  by  Lord  Pieilmerston^  were  they  even  assumed  by  a  country,  if  such 
an  one  could  be  found,  in  whibh  slavery  has  never  existed.  But  hov 
itmch  hiorie  extraordinary  they  must  appear  when  it  is  considered  that  they 
are  advanced  by  a  nation,  during  whose  dbnfiinion  over  these  Stat^  the 
existing  inistitution  of  domestic  slavery  in  sbhie  of  them  had  its  origin: 
\iithiu  whose  dominionsslaviery  has,  for  nearly  thi^ee  centuries,  been  allowea 
and  protected  by  law,  and  in  a  portion  ofwhosd  territori^  a  species  of 
servitude  Still  exists,  which,  thoueh  Hmited  in,  its  duration,  and  regulated 
by  laws  to  guard  agaiinst  abuses;  is  not  to  be  distinguished  firom  slavery  it- 
self, although  designated  by  the  milder  natoe  of  apprenticeship.        " 

The  Government  of  the  United  Stated  does  not  dbny  that  the  municipal 
laws  of  any  country,  not  iftvolving  a  vfolition  of  the  laws  of  nditions,  inay 
riffhtfiifly  control  the  persons  an'd  property  6f  the  native^  of  other  States 
wTi6,'by  voluntarily  entering'  within  the  limits  of  siich  ti6ui^try,  place  them- 
selVesunder  its  jrfrisdictioh;  Irat  it  niaintisiins  diat  wbett  an  imt)ortanr  and  vital 
change  of  mnnicipallaw  has  been  adoplted,  it  wbuld  be  inequitable  and 
unjust  to  apply  it  to  i  those  who  comfi,  trithonf  notice  of  that  change,  into 
the  country,  on  the  faith  of  the  fdrnicrr  la\^js.  Liberal  justice  requires  that 
the  foreigner,  in  that  case,  should  b^  perrmued  to  withdraw  himself  and 
property,  uhmolested,  from  the  operation  df  the  tiew  liiW.  Biit  that  rtioni- 
ctpai'laws  have  controlling  authority  Over  aliens  \vho  are  /jf'cctf 'within 
tlteir  reach,  when  such  laWs  conflict,  in  any  tespect,  with  those  higher 
oU^tions  which  gbvern  the  interbouT^  of  nations  with  each  other,  is  not 

alleged  byl^rd  Pahnerston,  aitd  canfidf  be  admittiEid  by  any  iridependent 

potver;-  .   ■■■    ■•••';• •  '  .■!■.:,••••■.  I • '. .......I  ..-■•-    I   -.'■    '•- ^' 

it  is  understood  to  be  conceded  by  his  Majesty's  Government,  that  all 
the  persons  \^ha  were  on  bourd  the  "Coittfet,"  •^EUlcottiiutti'^  knd  "Enter-" 
prise,"  were  forced  within  the  Briti9h  jturi8di<rtl6n,  and  thdf^'ils  li  cotls^uehce, 
none  t»f  tfaeiin  c6uld  be  deprived'  of  theiir  propisiNyl:)^  th^  operittidn  of  IsiriJ^  • 
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muoicipal  law.  If  the  iDJiistice  and.  consequent  illegality,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  of  depriving  a  native  of  a  foreign  State  of  his  property  by  a  muni- 
cipal law  of  thetefl-ifitory  into  which,  he  has  been  driven  by  necessity,  de- 
pend, as  Lord  Palmerston  admits  i[mt  they  do,  upon  his  never  having  voluar 
tarily  submitted  himself  to  such  law,  it  necessarily  follo\ys  that  the  question 
of  property  is  not  to  be,  and  cannot,  fxom  the  reason  and  nature  oi  things, 
be,  decid^'d  by  this  same  municipal  law,  to  which  the  claimant  has  never 
yielded  submission.  The  qhestion  o|  property  must,  therefore,  be  determined 
by  some  other  test  than  the  municipal  law,  lo  which  A«  has  never  volutin 
tarily  subniiUed  himself.  It  can  only  be  justly  determined  with  reference 
to  a  period  antecedent  to  his  entry  within  the  foreign  jurisdiction,  dnd, 
under  the  law  of  niatioiis,  by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  he  belongs, 
and  where  he  acquired  liis  right  of  property, 

It  is  not  denied  that  a  mumcipaL  law,  which  abolishes  slavery^  is  in  coh- 
formiiy  with  the  laws  of  nations  ;  ^ut  it  is  also  true,  as  his  Miijesjy's  Gov* 
ernmeiit  iniist  admit,  that  the^  municipal  laws  of  an  independent  State,  by 
\yhich  it  is  authorized,  are  equally  so^  Por  it  certainly  will  not  becoii- 
tended  ^hat  the  unbrokeii  series  of  i<^isiative  acts  running  through  several 
centuries  to  the  present,  lime,  by  which  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the 
British  colonies  was  sanctioned,  the  rights  of  property  in  slaves  secured, 
and  the  transfer  of  them  from  su])jec,t  to  subject,  by  inheritance  or  contract, 
regulated,  were  infractions  of  the  law^  of  nations.  Great  Britain  is,  there- 
fore, as  much  bound  to  admit  the. existence  of  property  in  slaves  for  life 
within  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  as  the  Uuitfed  States  are  l»ound 
to^adn)it  a  qualified  property  in  slaves  for  years  in  the  British  West  Indian 
colonics,  and  the  prospective  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  ,  At  the  moment,  ihqu,  when  the  holders  ot  the  slaves  on  board  the 
"  Enterprise"  were  driven,  within  the  Britisrh  colonial  territory,  Uiey  had, 
according  to  the  laws^of  their  own  country,  a  property  in.  these  slaves  rcj- 
cognised  by  the  law  of  nations;  and,  if  it  was  subsequently  taken  away, 
they  \vt-re  deprived  of  it  by  a  municipal  law  to  which  they  had  never 
voluntarily  submitted  themselves,  and  which  could  not  take  away  property, 
as  Lord  Palmerston  admits,  without  great  injustice.  To  sustain  the  dis- 
tinction drawn  by  his  lordship  between  laws  bearing  upon  the  personal 
liberty  of  man,  and  those  bearing  upon  property,  which  may  bti  claimed  in 
irrational  animals  and  inanimate  things,  and  to  justify  the  doctrine  whiph 
he  has  suspended  upon  it,  it.  is  necessary  to  show,  not  merely  that  slavery 
for  life,  has  been  abolished  within  the  British  dominions,  but  that  human 
beings  cannot  be  the  subject  of  property  anywhere  or  to  any  extent*  This 
position  cannot,  will  not,  be  maintained  by  a  Government  whose  statute 
laws  and  judicial  decisions  havo  established  the  reverse.  The  act  of 
Parliament  itself,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  is  founded  on  the  previous 
right  of  property  in  the  slaves  fpr  life.  Compensation  is  awarded  for  it  to 
the  owners;  a  part  of  this  compensation  ,is  a  grant  or  reservation  lo  the 
owners  of  property  in  the  services  of  the  slaves,  for  years  to  come,  without 
the  consent  of  the  slaves,  and  wiiho^U  lemunehition  to  them  ;  the  right  to- 
these  services  is  expressly  made  transferable  by  bargain  and  sale  ;  is  subject 
to  the  forced  payqient  of  debts  due  by  the  owner ;  and  is  levied  upon  like 
any  other  property,  for  that  purpose.  But  the  reference  to  these  statutory 
provisions  would  seem  to  be  useless,  since  the  existence  of  such  property, 
previously  to  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1833,  is  made  the  basis  of  the  allowance 
of  the  claims  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  on  board  the  "  Comet"  and  "  En- 
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comiiim."    An  attempt  to  discriminate  between  the  right  to  the  services 
of  the  man,  and  the  right  in  the  legal  possession  of  the  man,  will  scarcely 
be  made.     If  it  should  be,  it  would  be  at  once  exposed  by  the  inquiry,  how 
the  owner  is  to  have  the  services  without  control  of  the  servitor?    How 
the  owner  or  sheriff,  in  the  event  of  a  sale  by  private  contract,  or  in  market 
overt,  could  give  to  the  purchaser  the  benefit  of  the  services  without  de- 
livering up  into  legal  possession  the  person  who  was  to  perform  them? 
The  slaves  on  board  the  ♦*  Enterprise"  could tiot  have  been  liberated  baton 
the  ground  that  the  claimants  could  have  no  right  to  their  services  even 
for  a  day.     The  extent,  as  to  tinae,  of  the  right  of  service,  could  not  justly 
form  an  element  in  the  decision  qf  the  question  of  legal  possession.     That 
legal  possession  being  established,  its  duration,  provided  it  were  longenoagii 
to  enable  the  owner  to  remove  the  object  of  it  from  British  jurisdictioD, 
could  not  be  disturbed  without  manifest  injustice,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  I^ord  Palmersion's  admission.     Were  it  then  established  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  could  give  no  right  which  the  British  authoritk^ 
could  ^recognise  to  the  services  of  slaves  for  life  without  their  consent,  it 
must  be  conceded  that  those  laws  could  confer  a  temporary  right  to  their 
services,  such  as  exists  in  the  British  colonies  themselves,  which  would 
protect  the  owners  in  the  legal  possession  of  their  persons,  and  which  '\s 
entirely  inconsistent  with, their  being  regarded  and  treated  *<as  aliens  who 
have,  at  all  times,  from  their  birth,  been  free."    The  apprenticed  laborers 
or  .slaves  for  years,  into  which  the  former  slaves  for  life  have  been  trans- 
formed  by  act  of  Parliament,  are  not  to  be  carried  from  one  colony  to 
another;  yet  if,  in  the  lawful  translation  of  these  laborers  from  one  place 
to  another  in  the  same  colony,  by  sea,  they  should  be  cast  upon  the  shores 
of  another  colony,  it  is  not  conceivable  that  they  would  be  treated  as  hav- 
ing, at  all  times,  from  iheir  birth,  been  free ;  or  that  those  entitled  to  their 
services  would  be  denied  the  possession  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
them  back  to  the  place  whore  their  services  were  lawfully  due.     Does  th** 
British  Government  intend  that  the  right  to  the  services  of  men,  and  the 
right  to  the  legal  possession  of  the  servitor,  shall  be  yielded  to  British  sub- 
jects, and  in  the  same  place,  under  the  same  laws  and  institutions,  denied 
to  American  citizens  forced  into  their  sphere  of  action,  as  a  thing  which 
cannot  exist?    To  make  more  glaringly  manifest  the  absence  of  all  justi- 
fication for  such  distinction,  his  Majesty's  Government  must  be  reminded 
that  there  are,  in  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  colored  persons  who  aJt, 
without  essential  differences,  in  the  condition  of  the  apprentices  to  labor  iu 
the  British  West  Indian  colonies.  In  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  many  of  the 
States  who  have  found  it  possible  to  legislate  for  that  purpose,  the  first  step 
was, as  in  the  British  colonies,  the  substitution  t)f  slavery  for  years  for  slavery 
for  life.  It  never  occurred,  however,  to  American  legislators,  that  any  benefit 
was  to  result  from  the  apphcation  of  a  new  name  not  descriptive  of  their  con- 
dition to  the  persons  who  were  the  objects  of  their  laws,  and  they  are  every 
where  known  as  slaves  bound  to  service  for  a  terra  of  ye^irs.    Like  the  ap- 
prentices to  labor  of  the  British  colonies,  they  are  inheritable  property,  transfer- 
able by  legal  process  for  the  payment  of  judgments  recovered  against  their 
owners,  and  by  bargain  and  sale.  In  the  very  probable  event  of  the  shipwreck 
of  such  slaves  for  years  on  the  British  West  Indian  shores,  would  his  Majesty^s 
Government  attempt  to  discriminate  between  the  condition  of  the  American 
owners  of  tKeir  slaves  for  years,  and  the  British  owner  in  the  colonies  of 
the  apprentices  to  labor ;  wresting  the  property  from  the  one,  and  maintain- 
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ing  the  ri^ht  of  properly  iu  the  other,  od  the  ground  that  one  was  accord- 
ing to  to  the  municipal  law  of  England,  and  the  other  forbidden  by,  or  in- 
consistent with  it?  His  Majesty's  (jovernment  will  no  doubt  be  shocked 
by  the  supposition  that  it  could  be  suspected  capable  of  such  inconsistency 
and  injustice  towards  the  citizens  of  a  friendly  nation  forced  within  the 
range  of  British  hospitality.  Such,  however,  is  the  result  to  which  Lord 
Palmerston's  doctrine  inevitably  leads.  On  the  other  habd,  if  no  discriin- 
ination  is  to  be  made  between  British  and  American  holders  of  slaves  for 
years,  in  the  British  colonies,  it  is  because  Great  Britain,  in  its  inquiries 
into  the  legality  of  the  possession  of  the  slaves,  looks  back  to  the  time  be- 
fore they  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  and  takes  upon  it- 
self to  decide  a  question  Ho  independent  nation  suffers  dther  powers  to  decide 
for  it :  how  far  its  power  extends  in  relation  to  the  property  and  persons 
subject  to  its  dominion,  and  to  admit  or  deny  the  right  of  property  in  man 
according  to  the  duration  of  the  involuntary  services  required  from  him  ; 
making  the  standard  of  justice  the  municipal  law  of  England,  which  the 
Government  did  not  feel  itself  authorized  to  enact  without  the  payment  of 
money  for  the  slaves  for  life  to  the  colonial  owners.  But  Lord  Palmerston, 
iu  ordfr  to  support  what  this  Government  considers  a  most  untenable  dis. 
tinction,  so  far  as  foreign  nations  are 'concerned,  between  slav.es  and  other 
articles  of  property,  assumes  that  when  a  ship  is  driven  into  a  foreign  port 
by  distress,  containing  men  over  whose  personal  liberty  another  man  claims 
to  have  an  acquired  right,  there  are  three  parties  to  the  transaction :  the 
owner  of  the  cargo,  the  loc^il  authority,  and  ihe  alleged  slave ;  and  that  the 
third  fMirty  is  no  less  entitled  than  the  first  to  appeal  to  the  local  authority 
for  such  protection  as  the  local  law  may  afford  ;  and  ihat  the  alleged  slave, 
if  given  up  to  the  former  master,  would  be  aggrieved,  and  would  be  entitled 
to  sue  fordama;:es.  Before  examining  into  the  correctness  of  this  assump- 
tion, it  is  proper  to  remark  that  its  application  to  the  slaves  on  board  the 
*'Enterprise'' is  only  to  be  accounted /or  by  the  supposition  that  his  lord- 
ship had  an  incorrect  understanding  of  the  facts  connected  with  their  lib- 
eration. Whatever  might  have  been  the  duties  or  obligations  of  the  local 
authorities  of  Bermuda,  had  the  slaves  applied  for  the  protection  of  the 
law  before  those  authorities  interfered,  or  had  they  escoped  from  their  own- 
ers, and  the  latter  applied  to  the  colonial  officers  to  aid  in  arresting  and  de- 
livering up  the  fugitives,  it  is  known  to  this  Government  that  neither  of 
those  circumstances  occurred  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  intermeddling  of  the 
colonial  authorities  was  unsolicited  and  officious,  and  on  that  account,  and 
on  that  account  alone,  if  on  no  other,  as  it  led  to  the  loss  of  the  slaves 
to  the  owners,  a  fair  and  sufficient  ground  for  a  claim  to  compensation 
was  afibrded.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  before  Complaint 
was  made  by  the  slaves  or  their  owners,  she  was  seized  by  the  custom-house 
officers,  for  the  avowed  reason  that  she  had  slaves  on  board,  who  were,  by 
these  self-constituted  judges,  declared  to  be  free.  After  the  lapse  of  a  day 
<ir  two,  this  outrageous  seizure  was  acknowledged  to  have  been  illegal,  and 
the  vessel  was  re  delivered  to  the  master,  the  officers  stating  that  they  had 
nothing  more  to  do  with  her  or  her  cargo  ;  and  that  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sary repairs  were  made  to  fit  her  tor  sea,  they  would  deliver  up  her  papers, 
which  had  been,  according  tq  law,  deposited  at  the  custom-house.  When 
the  vessel  was  ready  to  sail,  the  master  called  for  his  papers,  which  the 
officers  refused  to  give  up,  under  what  is  believed  to  have  been  a  pretext, 
that  they  were  instructed  to  withhold  them  until  the  Governor  oI\\a^  Ss\^w^ 


should  signify  his  pleasure  respecting  the  jslaves.    While  thus  detained  by 
the  connivance  pr  contrivance  of  the  colonial  officers,  the  slaves  never  hav- 
ing been  out  of  the  custody  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  was  issued  by  the  chief  justice  of  the  island,  under  which  they  were 
eiil  brought  before  him,  and  declared  to  hn  free.    This  interference  gf  the 
phief  jusliQe,  like  that  of  the  custom-hous^  officers,  so  far  as  we  knaWi  was 
not  called  for  by  any  of  the  slaves  ;  a  portion  of  them,  indeed,  voluntariiy 
returned  in  the  vessel  to  the  United  States,  reiusing  to  accept  the  freedom 
thus  endeavored  to  be  forced  upon  them.     The  owners  could  not  have  ap- 
plied to  the  authorities  of  the  ii>land  for  their  interposition,  as,  having  been 
constantly  in  the  possession  of  the  slaves  until  they  were  forcibly  taken 
away,  there  was  no  motive  to  require  it.    It  is  not,  therefore,  perceived  how 
it  is  possible  any  liability  could  have  been  incurred  by  the  Colouial  Got- 
<?rnment,  or  its  officers,  had  the  slaves  been  parried  out  of  the  island  in  the 
vessel  which  broug^ht  them  iuto  it ;  and  there  was  no  room  for  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principle  which  is  stated  to  have  had  so  important  ixn  influenoe 
on  the  decision  made  by  his  Majesty's  Government  on  this  claim.    BQt 
the,  soundness  of  the  principle  is  explicitly  denied,  and  the  serious  conse- 
quences with  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  it  is  fr^usrht,  to  the 
property  and  trariquillity  of  our  citizens,  call  imperatively  upon  him  to  an* 
nonnce  to  his  Majesty's  Government,  immediately  and  solemnly,  that  its 
application  to  them  never  can  be  acquiesced  in  by  the  Governroent  of  the 
United  States.    Every  Government  has  an  undoubted  right  to  extend  the 
benefit  of  its  local  laws  to  aliens,  however  they  may  come  into  its  territory, 
provided  this  extension  does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others,  which 
that  Government  is  bound  to  acknowledge  and  respect ;  but  no  nation  has 
^  right  to  confer  benefits  by  its  municipal  laws,  necessarily  implying  a  de- 
privation of  the  vested  property  of  others  not  subject  to  their  jurisdictioo. 
Before  the  slaves  in.question  could  appeal  for  protection  against  their  own- 
ers, or  sue  for  damages  if  surrendered  to  them,  it  must  be  assumed  that  the 
municipal  laws  of  Great  Britain  could  he  applied  to  the  prejudice  of  those 
who  were  forced  within  their  reach,  and  take  away  property  vested  by  the 
laws  of  another  nation,  which  that  nation  had  an  acknowledged  right  to 
enact.     How  long  is  it  since  such  an  application  of  loc:il  law  was  deemed 
in  Great  Britain  consistent  with  the  unchangins:  laws  of  nations?    Are  the 
principles  of  the  international  code  affected  by  the  enactments  of  particular 
States '{  Yesterday  a  foreigner  was  protected  in  his  acknowledged  property 
i,n  slaves  in  the  British  West  Indies ;  to  day  his  property  in  slaves  is  denied, 
and  they  are  wrested  from  him.     The  law  of  nations  is  the  same,  but  GretU 
Britain  has  changed  its  domestic  code.     In  the  year  1725,  when  Spain 
possessed  Florida,  and  Great  Britain  (he  Carolinas.  the  retention  and  liber- 
ation of  slaves  who  flied  from  the  British  into  the  Spanish  territory  ww 
complained  of  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  acting  as  the  special 
commissioner . of  the  King,  as  "  a  breach  of  national  honor  and  faith"  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  notwithstanding  that  in  all  such  cases  compensation  was 
promised  by  a  decree  of  the  Kmg  of  Spain,  to  the  owner,  for  the  property 
he  had  lost.     At  the  present  (|ay.  Great  Britain  wrests  slaves  from  thej^ 
masters,  when  driven  into  her  ports  by  stress  of  weather,  denies  all  com- 
pensation, and  declares  that  no  claim  for  slaves  will  be  entertained,  who 
come,  under  any  circumstances,  into  British  territory,     ^an  his  Majestys 
Government  repose  securely  upon  a  principle  which  gives  birth  to  such 
practical  inconsistency  and  contradiction  ?  But  the  President  is  at  a  loss  to 
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comprehend  thedistinction  taken  by  Lord  Palmcrston  between  the  i)roperty 
and  the  persons  of  a  shipwrecked  vessels  within  British  territory.    The 
first  is  admitted  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  local  law ;  the  shield  of  distre^ 
is  thown  over  the  property ;  it  is  safe  from  the  laws  of  revenue  and  t6n- 
fiscation.    However  forbidden  in  other  vesseJ,  nrticles  prohibited   uhder 
penally  of  confiscation  of  vessel  and  car^o,  and  fine  and  iniprisopment  of 
all  on  board,  are  taken  asasacredcharfi;^e  into  the  keeping,  as  it  were,  of  the 
Government  itself.    Yet  the  persons  on  board  are  held  to  be  object  to  local 
Jaws,  and  the  relations  between  tfaetn  are  to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  th^ 
English  Tule&  alone,  independent  of  the  taws  of  their  own  country,  by 
which  those  relations  were,  before  their  entrance  into  British  territory, 
defined  and  regulated.    This  position  is  considered  the  tnore  cxtrnordihhry 
when  it  is  jrememberod  that  the  persons  on  board  \a  foreign  vessel  entering 
volimlarily  for  commercial  objects,  or  for  convenience,  into  an  English 
pori,  are  not  subject  to  the  sense  extent  to  the  control  of  the  local  law  as 
the  property  on  board,  and  that  whenever  questions  arise  as  to  previously 
existing  obligations,  between  such  persons,  they  are  decided  by  the  law^  of 
their  own  country, /and  not  by  the  English  code.    IHie  same  principle 
which  renders  it  unjust  that  the  right  of  property  of  a  foreigner  in  inani- 
mate things  acquired  in  his  own  country,  should  be  interfered  with  by  (he 
municipal  law  of  a  State  within  whose  territorial  limits  he  had  entered  n6t 
of  his  own  free  will,  but  from  necessity,  applies  with  greater  force  to  his 
right  to  the  services  of  his  fellow  men,  acquired  in  the  same  manner.   These 
services  are  a  species  of  property,  whether  due  by  contract  or  by  hiw.     It 
may  be  safely  left  to  an  English  jurist  to  determine  whether  (\n  apprentice, 
regularly  bound  to  service  according  to  the  laws  of  a  foreign  country,  dn 
board  a  vessel  with  his  master,  and  forced  by  distress  of  weather  into  a 
British  port,  would  be  released  from  his  obligations  because  his  indentures 
were  not  according  to  the  forms  required  by  British  laws  to  render  such 
indentures  valid ;  whether  when  a  tempest-tost  vessel  ^ds  refuge  in  all 
English  port,  the  sailors  who  constitute  the  cretv,  whether  bound  by  their 
own  contract  or  that  of  their  master,  supposing  them  to  be  slaves  for  hfeoi" 
years,  would  be  absolved  from  their  liability  to  serve,  because  the  atticles 
under  which  they  were  shipped  might  not  conform  in  all  respects  to  the 
statutory  regulations  of  Great  Britain ;  whether  the  soldiers  of  a  friendly 
power,  who  raiglit  chance  to  be  on  board  of  her,  would  be  discharged, 
becuo^.  forced  into  service  by  conscription,  or  because  the  terms  of  their 
enlistment  might  be  such  as  were  forbidden  by  English  law.    Would  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain  deny  to  the  master  possession  of  the  apprentice  or 
sailor,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  fulfilment  of  the  obligation  to  which 
he  was  bound?     Would  they  deny  to  the  oflicer  of  the  foreign  Government 
the  custody  of  the  conscript  or  enlLsted  soldier?  .  If  there  should  be  hesita- 
tion in  answering  these  inquiries,  the  reply  will  be  found  in  the  history  of 
English  jurisprudence. 

The  President,  entertaining  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  unsoundness  of 
the  views  of  the  British  Government,  as  disclosed  in  the  note  of  Lord 
Palmerston,  has  been  particularly  affected  by  the  declaration  that  no  claim 
for  slaves  coming  into  the  British  dominions,  under  any  circumstances^ 
will  be  entertained  l^y  his  Majesty's  Government.  Although  the  President 
well  knows  that  such  is  not  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's  Government, 
yet  this  declaration,  if  not  regarded  as  an  invitation,  will  be  the  strongest 
inducement  to  the  flight,  or  aBduction)  of  slaves,  by  fraud  or  foree^  Uoxjul 
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their  masters;  and  if  adhered  to,  cannot  foil  to  be  considered,  especially  by 
the  sufferers  from  its  influence,  as  an  evidence  of  a  spirit  hostile  to  the 
repose  and  security  of  the  United  States.  The  principles  upon  which  it  is 
founded  bearing  strongly  and  directly  upon  the  interests  and  sensibilities  of 
the  citizens  of  this  country,  can  never  receive  the  sanction  of  their  Govern- 
ment, w|ii1e  it  is  evident  from  recent  experience  as  well  as  from  the  proxim- 
ity of  territory  of  the  two  countries,  that  occurrences  will  frequently  brin^ 
them  into  controversy.  Repeated  agitations  of  a  question  involving,  in  ao 
eminent  degree,  the  interests,  the  pride,  and  even  the  religious  sensibilities 
'of  the  partfes  concerned,  must  engender  feelings  at  variance  with  th«it 
spirit  of  mutual  friendship  and  hospitality  which  it  is  doubtless  the  desir«s 
as  it  is  the  policy,  of  both  nations  to  cherish  and  extend.  Irritated  by  dis- 
cussion without  agreement,  discussion  will  be  abandoned  for  retaliation  or 
retortion ;  and,  sooner  or  later,  the  Cordial  goodwill  at  present  so  happily 
existing  between  the  two  countries,  will  be  converted  into  bitter  hostility— 
the  ioreriinner  of  incalculable  injuries  to  both.  If  it  should,  therefore,  be 
found  impracticable  for  the  two  Governments  to  agree  on  principle,  neither 
of  them  can  fail  to  perceive  the  necessity  of  some'  immediate  conventional 
arrangement,  by  which  the  practical  evib  which  .will  arise  from  their  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  the  subject  may  be,  as  far  as  possible,  prevented. 
The  President  hopes,  however,  that  his  views,  communicated  to  you  in  this 
despatch,  and  which  you  may,  if  you  think  proper,  -lay  in  exlenso  before 
his  Majesty's  Principal  Stjcretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  will  obviate 
the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  a  convention,  by  leaditig  to  the  abandonment 
of  grounds  which  cannot  but  be  considered  as  alike  inconsistent  with  pnb- 
h'c  law,  and  with  that  high  setise  of  justice  which  belongs  to  the  Uritisb 
nation. 

The  compensation  offered  for  the  loss  of  the  slaves  in  the  "  Comet'*  and 
"  Encomium"  cannot  be  rejected  without  injustice  to  the-  individual  cinim* 
ants.  You  will,  therefore,  inform  his  Majesty's  Government,  that,  with  an 
explicit  understanding  that  the  objectionable  principles  advanced  in  Lord 
Palmerston's  note  are  in  no  respect ,  admitted,  you  have  been  directed  to 
accept  the  tender  of  satisfaction  which  has  been  made  for  those  claims,  aDd 
that  you  will  be  ready  to  enter  upon  an  adjustment  of  the  amount  of  in- 
demnity whenever  you  shall  receive  the  necessary  proofs.  The  parties  in- 
terested will  be  immediately  called  upon  to  furnish  the  requisite  evidence, 
which  will  be  transmitted  to  you  with  *  suitable  instructions,  without  un- 
necessary delay. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTE 
.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Esq.,  4*c.;  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Stevenson. — {Extract.) 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  Auffnst  4, 1837. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  all  the  evidence  filed  in  this  depart- 
ment in  support  of  the  claims  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  belonging  to  the 
.  "Comet"  and  "Encomium,^  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the 
British  West  India  islands.    It  will  be  found  sufficient  for  the  general  pur- 
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pose  to  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  applied,  nlthough  additional  proof 
may  be  required,  in  a  few  instances,  upon  a  settlement  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  the  several  claimanls. 


3/r.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  12.  1838. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  27th  December  last  (No.  40)  has  been  re- 
ceived and  laid  before  the  President,  who  directs  me  to  express  to  you  his 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have  replied  to  the  last  note  of 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  respecting  the  American  slaves  that 
were  shipwrecked  near  the  Bahama  islands,  in  the  year  1831  and  1834, 
and  seized  hf  the  colonial  authorities,  ^he  principles  set  up  in  the  first 
note  of  Lord  Palmerston  and  now  reiterated,  are  so  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  ideas  entertained  by  this  Government  of  natural  justice  and  of 
national  law,  and  are' asserted  with  so  much  positiveness  by  his  lordship, 
that  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  for  you  to  prolong  the  discussion.  Unless, 
therefore,  l^er  Majesty's  Minister  should  address  you  again  upon  the  matter, 
or  should  show  a  disposition  to  recede  from  the  grounds  assumed  in  his 
recent  communication,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  you  should  cease 
to  agitate  the  question  upon  its  merits,  and  that  you  should  call  upon  the 
British  Government,  under  your  former  instructions,  to  Say  whether  they 
are  prepared,  at  once,  to  entnr  upon  tlie  negotiation  of  a  convention  for 
regulatinff  the  disposition  of  slaves  belonging  toth.e  United  States,  that  may 
be  carried  by  force  into  their  colonies,  lymg  contiguous  to  our  territory,  or 
driven  iu  by  stress  of  weather,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  ill 
effects  to  be  apprehended  from  future  collisions  upon  a  subject  so  liable  to 
produce,  in  the  people  of  the  respective  countries,  a  high  degree  of  excite- 
ment and  irritation.  In  the  mean  time,  the  President,  anxious  to  avoid 
every  thing  that  might  tend,  in  the  least  dej^ree,  to  disturb  the  amicable 
relations  subsisting  between  the  two  countries,  will  abstaip  fron^  taking 
those  steps  for  the  security  of  the  rights  and  property  of  our  citizens,  which 
the  recent  decision  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  in  the  absence  of  any 
agreement  upon  the  subject,  would  render  necessary,  until  an  opportunuy 
is  afforded  for  receiving  the  answer  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  the  ap- 
plication which  you  are  directed  to  make.  You  will  press  for  an  imme- 
diate decision  with  all  .the  earnestness  consistent  with  the.  respect  and 
courtesy  due  to  each  other  by  friendly  nations  in  their  diplomatic  inter- 
course. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F0R3YTH. 

Andrew  Stevensox,  Esq.,  ^'c,  ^•c,  ^c. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Department  of  State, 

Washinffionj  Jime  6,  1838. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  despatch  of  the^2lst  of  April,  (No.  47,)  the 
last  received  at  this  department  from  the  legation  of  the  United  States  ia 
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London,  in  which  you  request  to  bq  informed  more  particularly  of  the  Pre- 
sident's opinions  in  regard  to  the  conventional  arrangement  which  this  Gov- 
ernment proposes  to  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  slaves  belonging  lo 
citizens  of  this  country,  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other  unavoidable 
contingencies,  into  the  British  West  Indian  Islands  or  Bermuda,  it  is  at 
present  only  necessary  lo  state,  that  the  viqws  of  the  President  would  be 
partially  realized  by  an  agreement  wherein  the  Government  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  should  stipulate  to  refrain  from  forcing  liberty"  upon  Araeriran 
slaves  thus  driven  into  her  colonial  ports.  This  object,  it  is  believed,  might 
easily  be  effected  without  any  collision  with  existing  British  laws,  suppas- 
-ed  to  be  applicable  to  the  subject,  by  restricting  their  operation  entirely  to 
terra  firma,  and  by  inhibiting  the  landing  of  foreign  slaves  at  any  port  or 
place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  authorities  of  those  islands.  In 
cases  of  iiiiperidus  necessity,  however,  the  negroes  might  be  placed  in  a 
fortification  or  other  place  unddr  military  command,  for  temporary  safe 
keeping,  until  their  owners  could  provide  the  means  for  tlieir  reshipmeut 
Witnout  unnece^Sfiry  delay.  If,  upon  inquiry,  it  be  found  ^hat  her  Majesty's 
Qovernrtient  will  entertain  the  proposition  fot  a  convention,,  such  as  that 
contemplated,  by  virtue  of  which  the  local  authorities  of  the  British  islands 
near  this  continent  would  be  prevented  from  improperly  interfering  with 
this  species  of  American  property  when  driven  into  their  waters,  you  will 
immediately  advise  the  department  of  the  fact,  and  the  proper  instructions 
will  be  forthwith  forwarded  to  you  to  enable  you  to  enter  upon  and  to  con- 
clude the  negotiation  of  such  an  arrangement., 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Andrew  Stkvenson,  Esq.,  tj-c.,  <^c.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Stevenson, — {Extract.) 

Department  of  State, 
Washhigton,  November  28,  IS3S. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  express  to  you  his  regret  that 
no  further  advance  has  been  made  towards  the  final  settlement  of  the  io- 
demnificatioh  conceded  to  be  due  to  the  claimants  by  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  slaves  of  the  Comet's  and  Encomium's  cargoes,  seized  and 
liberated  by  British  colopial  authorities.  It  is  the  President's  wish  that  yoa 
would  take  an  early  opportunity  to  see  Lord  Palmerston  on  this  subject, 
and  endeavor  to  arrange  with  him,  without  needless  delay,  the  amount  justly 
due  to  rbe  proprietors  of  the  property  in  question,  and  press  upon  his  lord- 
ship, in  respectful  but  positive  language,  the  necessity  of  immediately  pre- 
senting the  whole  matter  to  Parliament,  with  a  view  to  obtain  an  appropria- 
tion to  satisfy  this  claim. 

Andrew  Stevenson,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^c.^  ^•c. 
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Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth, — {Extracts.) 

-  I 

Legation  OP  the  United  States, 

Londofii^Jannar}/ 22^  1837. 

Sir:  1  Imve  the  honor  herewith  to  transtpit  to  ypu  the  copy  of  a  note 
from  Lord  Palmerston,  received  on  my  returp  to  London  last  week,  com- 
municating the  final  decision  of  hi9  Majesl^'s  Qoverument|  of  the  claims 
of  our  citizens  for  their  slaves  shipwrecked  on  the  Bahamas^  and  whicn 
were  seized  aud  liberated  by  the  colonial  aulhqritiesi  of  Great  Britain. 

I  accordingly  addressed  to  Lord  Palmerston  a  note  to  this  effect,  a  copy 
of  which  is  bKrewith  transmitted,  marked  B.  To  this  no  answer  has  yet 
been  received. 


Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr-.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  Jan^arp  7,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty!s  Principal  Secretary  of  iSlate  for  Foi^eign 
Affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  iiotes.  which  have  been  addressed 
to  hinQ  by  Mr.  St^vensoii,  Envoy  Extraordinary, and  Minister  Plenippt^^n- 
tiary  from  the  United  States,  respecting  the  claims  preferred  by  the  Govwi- 
nient  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  compensatiori  tp  the  ow^iers  of 
certaiti  slaves  who  were  on  board  the  "  Comet"  ancl  "  fincoiniura,"  wrecked, 
oh  the  Bahama  islands,  atid  on  board  the  <<  Baterprise,f  driven  by  str/sss.  of 
weather  into  the  port  of  Hamiltoii,  in  the  Island  of  Bermuda. 

The  great  importance  of  the  questions  which  aije  involved  in  thwe 
clainfis  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  ^ivq  tliem  tiie  fuilest  atid  mo$t  deliber^!^^^ 
cotistderation. 

His 'Mtg^sty's  Government  has  no  m^ans  of  satisfying  claims  of  thfsjia*^^ 
tare,  if  found  tobejiisV but  by.  applying  to  Pa^lianfient  for  a  vote  of  rnqney, 
for  siiph  purpose,  and  it  is  thereforS  (he  duty  of  his  Majesty's  Govern n^e)^i  ', 
fully  to  inve^tiffate  the  justice  of  a  claim,  before 'siibmiltins:  such  claim  to 
the  consideTatioU  of  Parliamept. 

'Moreover,  the  claims  how  in  question  bring  iu.to  discussiou  matters  of 
peculiar  delicacy  arid  importance  :  the  authority  of  the  laws  which  haye . 


iorei?ii  oiaies,  WHO  may  come  wimm  me  aonfiaion^  ui  m^  v^rowa  j  uie  u^- , 
restricted  right  of  every  individual  yho  finds  himi^U  i within  British j^iris-,. 
diction  to  cmli^  the  ftill  protection  of  the  lavi^s  pfthe  All  these  qugS;). 

tiods  are  necessarily  raised  by  the  claims  nov^r  undei;  discussion,  and  Mr,,  [ 
St^yehson  will  at  oncQ  understand  the  gravity  of  a  decision  which.  w^,^qV> 
merely  to  determine  the  existence  or  extend  pf  a  peQuniary  liahility,  but 
ijvhich  was  incidentally  to  parry, with  it  itnjporiant  intcrpretauonsxif^thejlaw. 

Mrl  Stevenson,  therefore,  and  the,Goyernrijent  pt  th^D^^       St^tesi,  will 
not  be  surprised  that  the  Britisli  Governmeut  should  have  been  unable  to 
irive  ati  earlier  answer  to  the,  applications  Avhicb  have  he^n  made  to  itpn,. 
tbfe  subject. 

The  undersigned  has  now  to  inforu^  Mr,  Steyeu^fj,  t^rhi^^^ji^t^^^ 
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Government,  having  considered  these  cases  with  an  anxiely  and  care  pro- 
portioned to  their  difficulty  and  importance,  lias  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  claim  preferred  with  respect  to  the  ^^  Enterprise^  is  not  well 
founded,  but  that  the  claims  preferred  on  account  of  the  "  Cornet^  and 
"  EiicomiumP  are  well  foundea. 

His  Majesty's  Government  is  of  of)inion  that  the  rule  by  which  these 
claims  should  be  decided  is,  thtft  those  claimants  must  be  considered  enti- 
tled to  compensation  who  were  lawfully  in  possession  of  their  slaves  within 
the  British' territory,  and  who  were  disturbed  in  their  legal  possession  of 
those  slaves  by  functionaries  of  the  British  Government. 

Now,  the  owners  of  the  slavies  on  board  the  "Enterprise"  never  were 
lawfully  in  possession  of  those  slaves  within  the  British  territory. 

Before  the  time  when  the  "Enterprise"  arrived  at  Bermuda  slavery  had 
been  abolished  throughout  the  British  Empire ;  and,  consequently,  the  ne- 
groes on  board  the  "  Enterprise"  had,  by  entering  within  British  jurisdic- 
tion, acquired  rights  which  the  local  courts  were  bound  to  recognise,  and 
were  obliged  to  protect..  And  here  the  undersigned  must  beg  to  point  out 
a  distinction  between  laws  bearing  upon  the  personal  liberty  of  man,  and 
laws  bearing  upon  the  property  which  man  may  claim  in  irrational  animals 
or  in  inanimate  things. 

If  a  ship  containing  such  animals  or  things  were  driven,  by  stress  of 
weather,  into  a  foreign  port,  the  owner  of  the  cargo  could  not  be  justly  de- 
prived of  his  property  by  the  operation  of  any  particular  law  which  might 
be  in  existence  in  that  port ;  because,  in  such  case,  there  would  be  but  two 
parties  interested  in  the  transaction — the  foreign  owner  and  the  local  author- 
ity ;  and  it  would  be  highly  unjust  that  the  former  should  be  stripped  of 
what  belongs  to  him  through  the  forcible  application  of  the  municipal  lair 
of  a  State  to  which  he  had  not  voluntarily  submitted  himself. 

But  in  a  case  in  which  a  ship  so  driven  into  a  foreign  port  by  stress  of 
weather  contains  men  over  whose  personal  liberty  another  man  claims  to 
have  an  acquired  ri^ht,  there  are  three  parties  to  the  transaction  :  the  owner 
of  the  cargo,  the  local  authority,  and  the  alleged  slave ;  and  the  thurd  party  is 
no  less  entitled  than  the  first  to  appeal  to  the  local  authority  for  such  protec- 
tion as  the  law  of  the  land  may  afford  him.  But  if  mea  'who  have  been 
held  in  slavery  are  brought  into  a  country  where  the  condition  of  slavery 
is  unknown  and  forbidden,  they  are  necessarily,  and  by  the  very  nature  of 
things,  placed  at  once  in  the  situation  of  aliens  who  have,  at  all  times  from 
their  birth,  been  free.  Such  persons  can  in  no  shape  be  restrained  of  their 
liberty  by  their  former  master,  any  more  than  by  any  other  person.  If 
they  were  given  up  to  such  former  master  they  would  be  ag&^neved,  and 
would  be  entitled  to  sue  for  damages.  But  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that 
when  a  State  has  prohibited  slavery  within  its  territory,  this  condition  of 
things  must  arise,  namely :  that  as  often  as  a  slave  ship  shall  take  refoge 
in  one  ot  the  ports  of  that  State,  liability  must  necessarily  be  incurm, 
either  to  tlie  former  owner  of  the  slaves,  if  the  slaves  be  liberated,  or  to  the 
slaves  themselves,  if  they  are  deUvered  up  to  their  former  owner. 

If,  indeed,  a  municipal  law  be  made  which  violates  the  law  of  nations^ 
a  question  of  another  kind  may  ariose.  But  the  municipal  law  which,  for- 
bids slavery  is  no  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  It  is,  on  the  contrary, 
in  strict  harmony  with  the  law  of  nature ;  and,  therefore,  when  slaves  are 
liberated,  according  to  such  municipal  law,  there  is  no  wrong  done,  and 
there  can  be  no  compensation  granted. 
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His  Majesty's  Governtnent,  thetefore,  consider  the  claim  respecting  the 
slaves  of  the  "  Enterpris^^  to  be  finally  disposed  of,  by  the  principles  thus 
laid  down,  and  it  follows,  likewise,  from  thence,  that  no  claim  of  that  kind 
can  ever  be  entertained.  But,'  applying  the  foregoing  rule  to  the  case  of  the 
''  Cornet^  compensation  seems  to  be  demandable. 

In  January,  1831,  the  state  of  slavery  was  permitted  in  the  Bahamas, 
and  as  the  law  acknowledged  the  rights  of  property  which  British  subjects, 
there  residing,  might  acquire  in  slaves,  a  foreigner  might  also  lawfully  have 
beeb  in  possession  of  sfaves  in  these  islands,  it  he  did  not  infringe  any  of 
the  laws  by  which  slavery  was  there  regulated.  Therefore,  the  relation  of 
owner  and  slave  was  not  necessarily  dissolved  by  the  arrival  of  slaves,  at 
that  time,  in  that  colony.  I'he  slaves  in  question  appear,  moreover,  to 
have  been  actually  in  the  possession  of  their  owner,  .within  British  terri- 
tory, at  the  moment  when  they  were  illegally  seized  by  a  functionary  of 
the  British  Government.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  interference,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  slaves  would  have  been  reshipped  in  the  vessel 
prepared  to  receive  them,  and^  would  have  reached  the  port  to  which  they 
were  destined. 

The  undersigned  has  further  to  state  that  the  case  of  the  ^  Encomium^ 
does  not  appear,  to  his  Majestya  Government,  to  differ  substantially  from 
that  of  the  "  Comet"  When  the  shipwreck  of  the  "  Encomium"  hap- 
pened, slavery  was  ^till  allowed  in  the  Bahamas ;  the  slaves  on  board  the 
**  Eneomium"  had  never  been  freed  from  the  control  of  the  owner,  and 
being  virtually  in  his  possession,  they  also  were  set  at  large  by  a  function- 
ary of  the  English  Government. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that,  even  if  there  had  been  no  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  British  authorities,  it  might  still  have  been  possible  that  the 
owners  might  not,  in  the  case  of  either  of  these  vessels,  have  been  able  to 
reship  the  slaves ;  yet,  as  the  seizure  was  wrongful  and  prejudicial,  some 
compensation  is  equitably  due. 

His  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  on  being  furnished  with  specific 
information  as  to  the  value  of  such  of  the  slaves  on  board  the  <^  Comet" 
and  *<  Encomium"  as  remained  at  the  Bahamas,  and  were  not  removed 
from  thence  by  their  former  owners,  will  be  prepared  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  amount  of  compensation  which  it  may  be  reasonable  to  allow  for 
any  injury  the  owners  may  be  presumed  to  have  sustained  from  the  inter- 
ference of  the  British  functionaries  in  landing  the  slaves  at  the  Bahamas. 

The  undersigned  has  accordingly  to  request  that  Mr.  Stevenson  will 
have  the  goodness,  to  furnish  him  with  such  information  respecting  the 
pecuniary  value  of  the  slaves  as  will  enable  his  Majesty's  Government  to 
form  an  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation  which  the  owners  may 
be  entitled  to  receive,  in  consideration  or  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  services  of  their  slaves  have  been  lost  to  them. 

The  undersigned  in  conclusion  has  to  repeat,  that,  slavery  befbg  now 
abolished  throughout  the  British  empire,  there  can  be  no  well  founded 
claim  for  conipensation  in  respect  of  slaves  who,  under  any  circumstances, 
may  come  into  the  British  colonies,  any  more  than  there  would  be  with 
respect  to  slaves  who  might  bci  brought  into  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Bilr. 
Stevenson  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration.. 

PALMERSTON. 

A«  Stbyjbkson,  Eaq.,^Ci,  ^  ., 
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Mr.  Stevm»fm^iQ  Lvrd:  Pubntraiott^ 

No.  23^  Portland  Place,  January  14,  1837. 

The  undersigned^  EfiTOf  BximonliQary  and  Minister  Ptenipotentiarf 
of  the  United  States,  has  tho  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  theoffidat 
q9te  addressed  to  him  by  Lord  Palmerston,  faia  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary 
of,  State  for  Foreign  Affiiira,  under  date  of  the  7th  instant,  communicating 
the  final  decision,. by  his  Majesty's  Government^  of  the  claims  of  certain 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  indemnity  for  a  number  of  slaves  ship- 
wrecked near  the  Bahama  and  Bermnda  islands,  and  which  were  seized  and 
1  iberal^  bv  the  colonial  authorities  thereof. 

Tihe  unoersigned  regrets  that  he  has  beeit  prevented,  by  severe  indispo* 
sitioa,  from  acl^iowledging  sooner  the  receipt  of  his  lordship  s  note,  which 
hie>aQWth88lens  to  do,  and  to  assure  him  that  he  will  lose  not  time  in  irans- 
miMJogit^to  his.  Government,  and  invoking,  for  it  theeaorlyand  respectful 
atimtipn  its  high  importance  merits. 

What  course  the  Government  lof  the  UnitedBtates  will  feel  itself  jnsdfied' 
in  taking,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  the  important  questions  involved' 
in  it,Jhe  undersigned  does  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  t(i  anticipate;  biit, 
tl^itt  the  decisions  which  has^  been  made  by  his  MaJesty^s  Govennnen^  and  > 
tberprinciples  ou:  which  it  is  attempted  to  be  justii^,  Xvill  be  received  withi 
painful  ^ujrpiiise  and  r^[ret  by  his  Government^  and  ithe  deepest  se^ibilftyi 
by  the  whole  Union,  the  unaersigned  cannot  doubt.    Having  heretofoae 
discussed  at  lar^  the  merits  of  .tl^se  claims,,  as  well  as  the  important  prin- 
ciples involved  m  them,  and  placed  his  Majesty^iGovemment  in  possession 
of  the  views  and  opinions  of  his  own,  upon  the  subject,  the  undersigned 
will,  forbear  to  open  affain  the  discussion  of  these  claims,  or  enter  into  a& 
examination  of  the  deUcal^  and  important  qiirations  presented  in  Loird 
P^l^iier^toa's  communication;:   Such  a  course  at  this  stage  of  the  neff(ikia>j 
tion,  and  in  the  absence  of  instructions  from  his  Govemmei^  would  be 
n^her  beneficial  nor^  respectful*    In  alxafe^ining,  however,  from  doing  ao, 
-andi^iBxpressin^  the  sincere;  regret  which  he  feels  at  the  essential  difference 
oCopipioii  whi<^h  is  likely  U^.ariseu  betweeni  the  two  Governments,  as  to:^ 
the  prineipl^oui  ivhich  thesei  olaims  ouglit  to  be  ^adjusted,  the  nndersignedti 
fe^ls  tha^  the  should  buti  impexfeotly  fulfil  his  duty,  as  the  representative  of ^ 
hi^  HOQifintry,  if  iboidld  not ;  seize:  the  ipresenti  occasion  i  aa  a  fit  one  to  :proteit^ 
ia  Ihe.mo^t  solemn  matmeria^th&now^be^  leave  respectfully  to  do,  against: 
thie.  principles  and  doctrines  asserted  by  Lord  Palmeniton,  in.  bebaLf  of  his 
Migesty'i^  (jroveFamenl,as.the  basis  of  its  decision  in  relation  to^hese  claion; 
aqid  jespeoially,  in  the  case  of  the  Enterprise;   principles  and  doctrines- 
wbiph  ii^i  the  opinion  of  thai  undersigned  are  cedeulated  to  reach:  ncrt  only* 
fa^  jbeyondiithe  value.4>f  itheindividualdaims  in  disDussiim^  but  to  tnatteis' 
of  higher  and  deeper  importance,  connected  witlMhe  national  interest  and> 
ine.ti^itioAs  of  his  whole  comitry^  and  difficultjito  be  reconciled  with  the 
friendly  relations  subsisting  between  the;  iwa  countries. . 

That  auehwilLbei  the. view^ which  his  Oovevnment)  in  lall. probability^ 
will  feel itself  justified  in  taking ;of  this  important  auddlelibateisui^sct^  the- 
undersigned  cannoti  for  a  moment;  doubti  *  Under  this i  vieivr  he  deems  ithm  > 
duly  reepeetfuUy  to  deolineitakii^  any  definitiv&i  step  for i. thai  ^adjustment 
of  these  claims,  undei:  the  idesieion  i  of  hisi  iM&jesty^  <jBOvenm]ettt,  nntit  he^^ 
shaU/hay^had  an, opportunity  of  conmiunicatin^  with  his  Government, 
and  ascertaining  its  wishes  and  instructions  iajrehitK)njlo  tig  <wtidb  subject. 
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The  undersigned  is  happy  to  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to 
Lord  Pahnerston  assurances  of  bis  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 
Lord  Palmerston,  4"^.,  ^c» 


'    Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  'Forsyth. — {Extract.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  13,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord 
Palmerston,  upon  the  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Lord  Pahnerston. 

No.  23,  Portland  Place,  May  12,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has 
the  honor  again  to  invite  the  attention  of  liord  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairs,  to  the  claim  preferred  oy 
the  GU)vernment  of  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  certain 
slaves  who  were  shipwrecked  near  the  Bahama  islands,  and  liberated  by 
the  colonial  authorities  of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

Having  lost  no  time  in  transmitting,  for  the  consideration  of  his  Govern- , 
ment,  the  note  which  Lord  Palmerston  did  him  the  honor  to  address  to  him 
on  the  7th  of  January,  announcing  the  determination  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  respecting  these  claims,  the  uVidersigned  has  been  instructeti 
to  seize  the  earliest  moment  of  assuring  his  lordship  that,  whilst  the  readi- 
ness expressed  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  render  justice  to  the  owners 
of  the  slaves  in  the  cases  of  the  "Comet  "and  the  "Encomium"  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  President,  the  principles  asserted  in  justification  of  the 
rejection  of  the  claim  in  the  case  of  the  "  Enterprise,"  are  regarded  by  him 
as  not  only  inconsistent  with  public  law  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  Stated,  but  with  that  respect  due  from  all  foreign  powers  to  the 
institutions  of  an  independent  and  friendly  nation. 

In  presenting  the  subject  of  these  claims  again  to  the  notice  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  it  is  not  intended  to  open  the  general  discussion  of 
them,  or  repeat  the  arguments  which  have  been  heretofore  tirged  in  their 
support.  The  undersigned  will,  therefore,  best  fulfil  his  instructions  by 
submitting  a  brief  examination  of  the  principles  assumed  by  Lord  Palmer- 
ston's  note,  as  the  basis  of  the  decision  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  The 
rule  laid  down  by  his  lordship,  for  the  decision  of  these  claims,  is, "  that  those 
claimants  must  be  considered  entitled  to  compensation  who  wera,  lawfully 
in  possession  of  their  slaves  within  the  British  territory,  and  who  were 
disturbed  in  their  legal  possession  of  those  slaves  by  functionaries  of  the 
British  Government.'^  Lord  Palmerston  then  proceeds  to  state,  that  the 
owners' of  the  slaves  on  board  the  "Enterprise"  never  were  lawfully  in 
possession  of  these  slaves  within  the  British  territories,  slavery  having, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  Bermuda,  been  abolished  throughout  the 
British  Empire ;  and  his  lordship  asserts  the  doctrine,  that,  when  those 
who  have  been  held  in  slavery  are  brought  in  a  country  where  the  condi- 
tion of  slavery  is  unknown  and  forbidden,  they  are  necessoLiil^)  ^tA\>^  >ic^ 

2 


y,^ty  n^r§  pf  ti!^^i^gSli^a^Bil^0we^f\  th9  ^^lioQ;  qf -aliens  wbo  haTe 
at  all  times  fioxn  their  birth  \xi^  £r^e.  And  ia  itrhe  ^Mnaiota  q(  his  laidi 
ship^^Qle,  b^dpcIariBS  that,  slavery  being  now  abolished  throughout  the 
British  Empire,  there  can  be  no  well  foun4e4  da^n^  fp^  qoiiqkpon^attQn  in 
respect  to  slaves  who,  under  any  circumstances^  may  come  into  the  British 
colonies,  any  more  than  there  would  be  in  respect  to  slaves  who  might  be 
sent  into  the  United  Kingdom. 

His  lordship,  ho:v^^ver,  at  the  si^me  tirpe  adout^  ih^t^,  if  fi  ship  containing 
irrational  animals  or  inanimate  things  were  driven  by  stress  of  weather 
into  a  foreign  poet,  lh«.  owner  of  ^hat  cargo  ceokl  tiot  be  justly  deprived  of 
his  pvoperty^  ^  thaoperation  of  any  particular  law  which  might  be  in  ex- 
i^l^nc^  in  i^\  port ;  »n4  h^  a^W$  ^h9^  it  WQPbJi  be  highly  iHsjUst  thftt  Ae 
owner  should  he  stripped  oit  wh^^  belongs;  tp  him  through  tt^e  ^cibie  ^ 
plication  of  the  municipal  law  of  a  State  to  which  he  had  not  voluntarUf 
submitted  himself.    Tp  reconcile  these  apparently  conflicting  doctrines, 
Lord  Palmerston  is  understood  to  maintain  that,  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  oC  P«i(Iif^aient  of  1934>  enliilled  '*  Aa  act  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
throughout  tjtie  British  colanies,"  ^c,  tfeere  can  be  no  proper,tv  in  slaves, 
under  any  circum^t2^)C6s,  within  the  British  domioions ;  and  that,  as  a 
necessary  cotisf^qqeqce,  whenever  slaves  a^e  brought  into  thenri,  howevec 
compijlsory  and  unavoidable  the  caujses  ^hich  carry  tbenei  there,  all  anta- 
cedent  property -in  theqi,  biv  it  ever  so  solemnly  guarantied  by  the  law^  of 
the  country  to  which  tbp  owner  ^eWgs,  is  forthwith  divested,  and  the  slave 
e^ntitled  to  hie  liberty.     It  is  further  alleged,  that  the  law  which  draws 
after  it  ttiis  result,  is  entirely  in  hs^rmony  with  the  law  of  nations.    It 
wpuld  be  impossible  to  look  back  on  the  history  of  nations  without  feeling 
sqrprise  at  these  positions  thus  laid  dowii  by  Lord  Palmerston,  were  they 
even  assumed  by  a  country,  if  such  an  one  could  be  foiind,  in  which 
slavery  has  J?ever  ^x^sted.    How  mnch  noqire  ext^aoi^J^ary,  then,  niost 
they  appear,  when  thejr  are  advanced  by  a  natjon,  during  whose  domioio^ 
oyer  these  Ste^tes  the  e^istii^g  instuutjions  of  dprnestic  slavery  ii^  some  of  tb^ 
ha^  its  origin ;  within  wbosedormnionsrsiay^ryiias  Jar  nearly  three  centuiaes, 
bee^  allowed  and  protected,  bjf  law,  and  in  a  portion  of  who$e  territories 
a  ^cies  of  s^ryitudje  stjiU  exists,  which,  tho^gjt  limited  in  it^  duration, 
and  regulated  by  laws  to  guard  against  abuses,  is  not  tp  be  distingqisM 
fi^pni  sTavexy  itself,  altbpugh  designated  b^  tjb^e  milder  name  of  appr^ 
ticPslKip,    Th^  Gpyernment  pf  i,hp  United  Stales  does,  not  deny  that  the 
ipi^niQipal  laws  of  my  country^  not  involving  ^  .violation  of  the  laws  at 
nalipns,  may  rightfully  cpntrol  the  persona  and  property  of  the  nativ» 
ojT  pther  States^  who,  by  voli^ntarily  entering  within  the  limits  of  sucb 
•coUiQtrv,  plapf^  theinsi^lves  un^^^r  its  jurisdictipn ;   but  it  does  maintain 
that,  when  an  important  an,d  yital  change  pf  municipal  laws  bps  been 
•adopted,  it  wouLc;!  ]^  ineqai|table  and  nnjiiat  to,  apply  it  to  those  who 
ppn^p,  without  nptice  of  thf^t  char^ge,  irjtp  the  countJ^,  on  the  faith  of 
former  laws.    Liberal  justice  rec^uires  that  th^  foreigner  in  that  case 
Should  be  permitted  to  withdraw  himself  an^  prpperty  unnoolestec^  from 
the  c^eration,  pf  the  newla\^.    I^ut  that  mflmcipal  laws  have  coatndUng 
a,uthprity  pver  alipw  who  a^e  forced  within  their  reach,  when  such  law* 
conflict  in  any  r^sppct  with  those  higher  obligations  whi9h  govern  the 
intercourse  of  nations  with  each  other,  is  not  alleged  by  Lord  l^almerstoih 
i)nd  cannot  be  admitte^T  by  any  independentpowen 

It  is  underp^opd^  tp,  b§  qaj^vw^^ed,  by  h^i  lfla»Je^ty!S;  (JsQ,yerwaentj  that  *B 
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the  persons  who  were  oa  board  the  "  CJomet^"  "  Encomium^"  aiad  "  Enlei* 
prise"  were  forced  within  the  British  jurisdiction,  and  tbat,'as  a  Coosa* 
qiience,  none  of  them  could  be  deprived  of  their  property  by  the  operation 
of  any  municipal  law.    If  the  injustice  and  consequent  illegality^  under 
the  law  of  nations,  of  depriving  a  native  of  a  foreign  State  ofliis  property^^'^ 
by  a  municipal  law  of  the  territory  into  which»  he  has  been  driven  by 
neoessi^,  depend,  as  L/)rd  Palroerstoti  admits  that  they  do,  upon  his* ni^yef 
hftvin;?  voluntarily  submitted  himself  to  such  law^  it  necessarily  follows  , 
that  the  question  of  property  is  not  to  be,  andcannot,  from  the  reason  and  . 
nature  of  things^  be  decided  by  the  same  nuinicipal  law,  to  which  the 
claimant  has  nevet  yielded  submission.    The  question  of  property  ma»t 
therefore  be  determined  by  some  other  test  than  the  oiunioipal  law^  Uy, 
wliich  he  has  never  voluntarily  submitted  himself.    It  can  only  be  justly* . 
deterQiined  with  a  reference  to  a  period  antecedem  to  his  entry  withiiA  , 
the  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  laws  of  the 
country  to  which  he  belongs^  and  where  be  acquires  bis  light  of  propecty..  . 

It  is  not  denied  that  a  municipal  law  which  abolishes  slavery  is  m 
c(Hiformity  with  the  laws  of  nations;  but  it  is  also  true, tas  his  Majestyi's 
Government  must  admit^  that  the  municipal  laws  of  an  independent  Stat%  . 
by  which  it  is  authorized,  are  equaUy  so.  For  it  certainly  will  not  be 
c^ntendod  that  the  unbroten  series  of  legislative  acts  rimning  through  so  ' 
many  centuries  to  the  present  time,  by  which  the  existence  of  slavery  in 
iha  British  colonies  was  sanctioned,  the  ri^t  of  property  in  slaves  secured^ 
and  the  transfer  of  them  from  subject  to  subject,  by  iniieritaiioeor  contract^ 
regulated,  were  infradioDS  of  the  laws  of  {latioits^  Groat  Britain  is  there- 
fore asi  raoch  bound  to  admit  the  existence  of  property  in  akavies  for  life 
withinithe  territories  of  the  United  StateSy  as  the  United  States  are  bound 
to  admit  a  qmalified  property  in  slaves  for  years  in  the  British  West  India 
colonies^  and  the  prospective  abolition  of  sinvory  in  the  dominions  of  the 
British  engipire.  At  the  moment,  theUr  vi^ben  thie  holders  of  the  slaves 
OD  board  the  <'  Knierprise"  were  driven  within  the  Biitish  colonial  ter- 
ritory, they  had^  aiecoraing  to  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  a.  pvopei;ty 
iq^itbioae' slaves,  recognised  by  tlie  laws  of  nations;. and  if  it  was  subse- 
quently tajkjenaway^  they  were  deprived  of  it  by;  a  municipal  law  to  which 
they  had  never  voluuDtarily' suboMlted  thomselveS)  sAd  which  coqlii 
not  taHe  away  property,  as  Lord  Palnierston  admits,  witlKcuit  gneat  injosticow 
To  sustain  the  dLstinction  drawn  by  his  loidsbip  between  laws  bearii^, 
upon  the  personal  liberty  of  mfto,4Uid  those*  healing  upon  property  which  ; 
may  be  claimed  in  irrational  animals  and  inanimate  thiogp,  and  to  just^ 
the  doctrii»ei  which  he  has  suspended  upon  it,  it  is  necessary  to  show,  nqt 
merely  that  Wawry /or  ii/e  has  been  ^^isbed  withia  the  British  domipi^ 
ions,  but; tl^  huiinan  beings  cannot  be  the  subject  of  ppv)p0rty.  any •  t^here, 
or  to  anijn  extentf  TJiis  pSsitiooi  cannot,  will  not,  bo  ittaintainod  by  a  Qov*^ 
enument  whose  statute  laws  aud  judicial  decisionSf  eatablish  the  reverae. 
Tbe^ietqf  Patliament  itself,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  is  ibundted  on  the 
previous  right  of  pfOfmrty.in  Che  slaves  lot  life»  Cou^MOsation  is  awardoil 
for  it  to  the  owiiiers ;  a  p^rt  of  this  compensations  is^  a  grant  or  reservation 
to  the  owners  of  pfjoperty  in  the  servieas  of  the  slavep  for  yoars  to  corner 
without  the  consent  of  the  slaves,  wd  witbojtit  remuneration  to  them)|:the 
r^ht  .to  thes^  services  is  expressly  made  transferable  by  bargain  and  ^ale, 
is  subject  to  the  forced  payment  of  debts  dtAo  by  the  owner^and  is  levied^ 
iifif^a  like  any  other  property  for  that  pM'ip^fla;'    Indeed,  afier  the  ^i^^agaQ^x^l 
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the 'West  India  act,  it  was  expressly  declared,  in  the  instructions  given  by 
his  Majesty's  Government  to  the  Governors  of  her  West  India  colonies, 
that  the  servile  character  of  the  slave  was  rather  locally  suspended  than 
abolished,  and  that  the  relation  between  his  owner  and  himself  was  capable 
of  being  revived.     Bn^  the  reference  to  these  statntory  provisions  wonid 
seem  to.  be  useless,  since  the  existence  of  such  property,  previously  to  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1834,  is  made  the  basis  of  the  allowance  of  the  claims 
of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  who  were  on  board  the  "  Comet"  and  "  Enco- 
miiim."  An  attempt  to  discriminate  between  the  right  to  the  services  of  the 
man,  and  the  right  to  the  leg^al  possession  of  the  man,  will  scarcely  be 
made.  '  If  it  should  be,  it  would  at  once  be  exposed  by  the  inquiry,  po^ 
the  owner  is  to  have  the  services  without  the  control  of  the  servitor  ?  Hour 
the  owner  or  sheriff,  in  the  event  of  a  sale  by  private  contract  or  \n  market 
overt,  could  give  the  purcha^r  the  benefit  of  t|ie  services,  without  deliver- 
ing up  into  legal  possession  the  person  who  was  to  perform  them  ?    The 
slaves  on  board  the  "  Enterprise"  could  not  have  been  liberated,  but  on  the 
ground  that  the  claimants  could  have  no  right  to  their  services,  even  for  a 
day.    The  extent  as  to  time  of  the  right  of  service,  could  not  justly  form 
tin  element  in  the  decision  of  the' question  of  legal  possession.     That  legal 
possession  being  established,  its  duration,  provided  it  was  long  enough  to 
enable  the  owner  to  remove  the  object  of  it  from  British  jurisdiction,  could 
not  be  disturbed  without  manifest  injustice,  according  to  the  principles  of 
liord  Palmerston's  admission.    Were  it  then  established  that  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  could  give  no  right  which  the  British  authorities  could 
recognise,  to  the  services  of  slaves  for  life,  without  their  consent,  it  must 
be  conceded  that  those  laws  could  confer  a  temporary  right  to  their  ser- 
vices, such  as  exists  in  the  British  colonies  themselves,  which  would  pro- 
tect the  owners  in  the  legal  possession  of  their  persons,  and  which  ^ 
entijely  inconsistent  with  their  being  regarded  and  treated  <<  as  aliens  who 
have  at  all  times  from  their  birth  been  free."    The  apprenticed  laborers,  or 
slaves  for  yeaTS,"into  which  the  former  slaves  for  life  have  been  transformed 
by  act  of  Parliament,  are  not  to  be  carried  from  one  colony  to  another; 
yet,  if  in  the  lawful  translation  of  these  laborers  from  one  place  to  another, 
m  the  same  colony^  by  sea,  they  should  be  cast  upon  the  shores  of  another 
colony,  it  is  not  conceivable  that  they  would  be  treated  as  having  at  all 
times  from  their  birth  been  free,  or  that  those  entitled  to  their  services 
would  be  denied  the  possession  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  carrying*  them 
back  to  the  place  where  their  services  were  lawfully  due.     Does  the  British 
Government  intend  that  the  right  to  the  services  of  men,  and  the  right  to 
the  legal  possession  of  the  servitor,  shall  be  yielded  to  British  subjects ;  and 
in  the  same  place,  under  the  same  laws  and  institutions,  denied  to  Americaa 
citizens  forced  into  their  sphere  of  action,  as  a  thing  which  cannot  exist? 
To  make  more  glaringly  manifest  the   absence  of  all   justification  for 
such  distinction,  it  is  proper  that  his  Majesty's  Government  should  be 
informed  that  there  are,  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  colored  persons 
who  are,  without  essential  differences,  in   the  condition  of  the  appren- 
tices  to    labor    in    the   British  West  India  colonies;   and  that,  on  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  many  of  the  States,  (who  found  it  possible  to 
legislate  for  that  purpose,)  the  first  step  was,  as  in  the  British  colonies,  the 
substitution  of  slavery  far  years  for  slavery  for  life.    It  never  occuned, 
however,  to- American  legislators  that  any  benefit  was  to  result  from  the  ap- 
plication of  a  new  name,  not  descriptive  of  their  condition,  to  the  persons 
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who  were  the  objects  of  these  laws ;  and  they  are  accordingly  every  where 
known  as  slaves  ix>und  to  service  for  a  term  of  years.  Like  the  apprentices 
to  labor  of  the  British  colonies,  they  are  inheritdible  property,  transferable 
by  legal  process  for  the  payment  of  judgments  recovered  against  tlieir  owners, 
and  by  bargain  and  sale.  In  the  vpry  probable  event  of  the  shipwreck  of 
such  slaves  for  years  on  the  British  West  India  shores,  would  his  Majesty's 
Government  attempt  to  discriminate  between  the  condition  of  the  American 
owners  of  their  slaves  for  years,  and  tha  British  owners  in  the  colonies  of 
Che  apprentices  to  labor,  wresting  the  property  from  the  one,  and  maintain- 
ing th(3  right  of  property  in  the  other,  on  the  ground  that  one  was  accord- 
ing to  the  municipal  law  of  England,  and  the  other  forbidden  by,  or  in- 
consistent with  it  ?  It  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  respect  due  to  his 
Majesty's  Government  to  suppose  it  capable  of  such  inconsistency  and  in- 
justice towards  the  citizens  of  a  friendly  nation  forced  within  tha  range  of 
British  hospitality.  Yet  such  is  the  result  to  which  Iiord  Palmerston's 
doctrine  inevitably  leads.  On  the  other  hand,  if  no  discrimination  is  to  be 
made  between  British  and  American  holders  of  slaves  for  years,  in  the 
British  colonies,  it  is  I)ecause  Great  Britain,  in  its  inquiries  into  the  legality 
of  the  possession  of  tha  slaves,  looks  back  to  the  time  before  they  came 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  imd  takes  upon  itself  to  decide  a 
question  no  independent  nation  suffers  other  powers  to  decid<j  for  it — how 
far  its  power  extends  in  rclation  to  the  property  and  persons  subject  to  its 
dominion  ;  and  to  admit  or  deny  the  right  of  property  in  man,  accordingto 
the  duration  of  the  involuntary  service  required  from  him ;  making  the 
standard  of  justice  the  municipal  law  of  England,  which  the  Government 
did  not  feel  itself  authorized  to  enact  without  the  payment  of  money  for 
the  slaves  for  life  to  their  colonial  owners.  Hut  Lord  Palmerston,  in  order 
to  support  what  the  Government  of  the  United  States  considers  a  most 
untenable  distinction,  so  far  as  foreign  nations  are  concerned,  between  slaves 
and  other  articles  of  property,  assumes  that,  when  a  ship  is  driven  into  a 
foreign  port  by  distress,  containing  men,  over  whose  personal  liberty  lyiother 
man  claims  to  have  an  acquired  right,  there  are  three  parties  to  the  transact 
tion — the  owner  of  the  cargo,  the  local  authority,  and  the  alleged  slave ;  and 
chat  the  third  party  is  no  less  entitled  than  the  first  to  appeal  to  the  local 
authority  for  such  protection  as  the  local  lawmay  afford  ;  and  that  the  nl- 
leged  slave,  if  given  lip  to  the  former  master,  would  be  aggrieved  and  would 
be  entitled  to  sue  for  damages.  NoWj  lx».fore  proceeding  to  examine  into 
the  correctness  of  this  assumption,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  its  ap- 
plication to  the  slaves  on  board  the  "Enterprise"  is  only  to  be  accounted  for 
by  the  supposition  that  his  lordship  had  an  incorrect  understanding  of  the 
facts  connected  with  their  liberation.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  duties* 
or  obligations  of  the  local  authorities  of  Bermudii,  had  the  slaves  applied 
for  the  protection  of  the  law,  beH^re  those  authorities  interfered,  or  had  th^y 
escaped  from  their  owners,  and  the  latter  applied  to  the  colonial  oihcers  to 
aid  in  arresting  and  delivering  up  the  fugitives,  it  is  in  proof  and  kAown  to 
the  Government  that  neither  of  those  circumstances  occurred.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  intermeddUng  of  the  colonial  authorities  was  unsolicited  and  of- 
ficious, and  on  that  account,  and  on  that  account  alone,  if  on  no  other,  as 
it  led  to  the  loss  of  the  slaves  to  the  owners,  a  fair  and  sufficient  groimd 
for  a  claim  to  compensation  was  afforded.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  vessel,  belore  complaint  made  by  the  slaves  or  their  owners,  she  was 
seized  by  the  custom  house  officers  for  the  avowed  reason  thut  ^be  had 
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irictves  en  bo^,  wiko  were  by  those  s^f  constituted  judges  declared  to  be 
^fee.    A&ei  the  bpse^of  a  few  days,  this  oatrogeous  seizure  was  acknow- 
ledged !to  hftve  tbeon  ill^l,  and  the  vessel  was  re-delivered  to  the  onster ; 
'the  offioers  stating  that  Uiey  ihad  nothing  more  to  do  with  her  or  her  car^, 
and  that  as  soon  as  the  necessary  repairs  were  nuude  to  fit  her  for  sea,  they 
would  deiivar  inp  her  papers,  which  had  been,  according  to  law,  deposited 
:at:tt)e  (fustom^hotise.  When  the  vessel  was  ready  to  sail  the  noaster  applied 
for  his.papetS;  which  the  officers  refitsed  to  give  up,  under  what  is  belieTed 
<to  bei  a  pretext,  that  thev  were  instructed  to  withhold  fhem  until  the  Gover- 
jior  of  4he  island  i^hould  signify  his  pleasure  respecting  the  slaves.     While 
.  .ihtts  detiEiined  by  the  connivance  or  contrivance  of  the  colonial  officers,  the 
i^aves  never  having  been  out  of  the  custody  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  a 
w£it  of  kabBos  corpus  was  issoed  by  the  chief  justice  of  the  island,  under 
/Which  they,  were  all  brou^t  before  him  and  declared  to  be  free.    This 
iolerferenQe  ,af  Qie  chief  jnstice,  like  that  of  the  cnstam-hoixse  officers,  so 
tf*ar  as  is  jQH>wn,  was  not  called  for  by  any  of  the  slaves,  a  portion  of  whivn 
iindeied  voluntarily  returned  in  the  vessel  to  the  United  States,  refusing  to 
acce|iA  the  freedom  thus  endeavored  to  be  forced  upon  them.     The  owners 
certainly  could  not  have  applied  to  the  authorities  of  the  island  for  their 
interposition,  inasmuch  as  they  had  been  constantly  in  possession  of  the 
^aves  until  they  were  forcibly  taken  away.    There  was,  consequently,  do 
ttnotive  lo  require  it.     It  is  not,  therefore,  perceived  how  it  is  possible  any 
liability  could  have  been  incurred  by  the  Colonial  Government  or  its  officers, 
tiled  the  slaves  been  carried  out  of  the  island  in  the  vessel  which  brought 
them  into  it ;  and  there  was  no  room  for  the  application  of  the  principle 
which  is  stated  to  have  had  so  important  an  influence  on  the  decision  made 
tby  his  Majesty's  Government  on  this  claim.    But  if  this  were  not  so,  the 
soundness  of  the  principle  is  explicitly  denied,  and  the  serious  consequen- 
ces with  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  it  is  fraught  to  the  prop- 
erty ai>d  tranquillity  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  make  it  the  duty 
of  the  undersigned  to  announce  to  his  Majesty's  Government,  immediateh' 
Md  solemnly,  that  its  application  to  them  can  never  be  acquiesced  in  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Every  Government  has  undoubted  right  to  extend  tl\e  benefit  of  its  locti 
laws  to  aliens,  however  they  may  coine  into  its  territory,  provided  this 
extension  does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others,  which  that  Goven- 
.  Rient  is  bound  to  acknowlec^e  and  respect ;  but  no  nation  has  a  right  to 
confer  benefits  by  its  municipal  laws,  necessarily  implying  a  deprivatioDof 
the  vested  property  of  otliers,  not  subject  to  their  jurisdiction.  Before  the 
slaves  in  question,  therefore,  could  appeal  fof  protection  against  their  own- 
ers, or  sue  tor  damages  if  surrendered  lo  them,  it  must  be  assumed  that  tl^e 
Cftunicipal  laws  of  Great  Britain  couW  be  applied  to  the  prejudice  of  those 
who  were  forced  within  their  reach,  and  take  away  property  vested  by  the 
Jaws  of  another  nation,  which  that  nation  had  an  undoubted  right  to  eoad 
How  long  is  it  since  such  an  application  of  local  law  was  deemed  in  Great 
Britain  consistent  with  the  unchanging  law  of  nations?  Are  the  pinci- 
pies  of  the  international  code  to  be  afiected  by  the  enactments  of  particuinr 
States  ?  Yesterday,  a  foreiffiier  was  protected  in  his  acknowledged  propem- 
in  slaves  in  the  British  West  Indies;  today,  his  property  m  slaves  is 
denied,  and  they  are  wrested  from  him.  The  law  of  nations  is  the  saice, 
but  Great  Britain  has  changed  its  domestic  code. 

In  the  year  1725,  when  Spain  possessed  Florida,  and  Great  Briinin  tlie 


Carolkias,  the  retention  and  KberaHon  6t  slaves,  \^hb  fled  from  iht  Britilsh 
into  the  Spanish  territory,  was  coAipIain^d  6f  hf  t\i6  G6Verti6r  of  Sbnih 
Oar6!ina,  acting  as  the  speci-al  commissioner  of  the  Kihgf,  a^  "A  breach  t^ 
i!>dtional  honbraiid  faith"  on  the  part  o(  Spain,  ndtSvithstarldfhg:  that  hi  rift 
such  cases  compensation  was  promised  by  a  decree  of  the  Kh^ig  of  Igpaih 
to  the  owner  for  the  property  h6  had  lost.  At  the  present  day,  Gteat 
Britain  wrests  slaves  from  their  masters  wheii  driv^  hito  het  |torts  b^  sitres^ 
of  leather  ^  denies  aH  coi^pena^tion ;  and  declares  that  Ab  dvdtk  fc/t 
slaves  will  be  entertained  who  cottte,  under  any  drctrmstances,  into  Brit- 
ish territory.  Gan  his  Majesty^s  Governtoent  repdsi^  sectirel^  iipcm  k 
J>rineipf/?  which  gives  birth  to  strch  practical  ihcbnfsifetency  and  cofittk- 
diction  7  fiut  the  Government  of  the  CJnit^d  Slates  is  at  a  lo^  to  doth- 
prefhend  tliie  distiiiction  taken  by  Lord  Palnli^rstOn  betWfeeh  the  jtro^)tetiri^ 
nnd  the  persons  of  a  shipwre^cked  vessel  whhrrn  British  teririlbrv;  ThA 
firsi  is  admitted  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  local  law.  The  shield  of  distr^ 
is  thrown  over  the  properly  ;  it  is  safe  from  the  laws  of  revenue  dnd  con- 
fixation;  however  forbidden  in  otFier  vessels,  articlesunder  penalty  of  con- 
fiscation of  vessel  and  cargo,  and  fine  and  imptisonmetit  oif  all  on  board, 
are  taken,  as  a  Sacred  charge,  into  the  kecpinsf,  aJ^  it  were;  of  thie  Govern- 
ment it»elf  Yet  tlie  persons  on  boatd  are  h^d  to  be  subject  to  local  la>iir^, 
and  the  reltitions  lyeiween  them,  are  to  be  ascehathed  by  reference  to  the 
English  rules  alone,  independent  of  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  by 
whitih  those  relations  were,  bef >re  their  entrance  mto  British  territory,  dc- 
fined  artd  regulated.  This  posiiiori  is  cotisidered  the  rboi^e  exfraordinar^ 
when  it  is  reihembered  that  the  persons  6n  board  a  foteigh  veSs^I;  entering 
voluntarily  for  com'raercial  objects  or  convenience,  into  an  Ehgltsh  port,  are 
itot  subje(it,  to  the  same  extent,  to  the  control  of  the  local  law^  as  the  prop, 
erty  on  board,  and  tliat  whenever  questions  aris^  as  to  previnuslj' existing 
obligations  between  such  persons,  th^y  are  decided  by  the  Jaws  of  their  bwa 
country,  and  not  by  the  English  codt\  The  same  principle  which  renders 
it  unjust  that  the  right  of  property  of  a  foreigner  in  inanimate  things,  ac- 
quircHl  in  his  own  country,  s!ionld  be  interfered  with  by  the  nwnicipal  lav^ 
of  a  State  within  whoso  territorial  limits  he  had  entered  not  of  his  own  fre^ 
will,  but  from  necessity,  applies  with  greater  force  to  his  right  to  the  ser^- 
viccs  of  his  lellow  men,  acquired  in  ihe  same  manner.  These  stervices  are 
a  species  of  proppity,  whether  due  by  contract  oir  by  law. 

It  nWny  be  safely  left  to  an  English  jurist  to  deiermilie  whether  an  appreh*- 
tice  regularly  bound  to  service  according  to  the  laws  of  a  free  country,  oh 
board  a  vessel,  with  his  ma^^ter,  and  forced  by  distress  of  weathor  into  a 
British  port,  would  be  released  from  his  obligations  because  his  iiidenmres 
were  not  according  to  the  forms  required  by  Biitish  laws  to  render  such 
indemwTes  valid;  whether,  when  a  tempest  tost  Vessel  finds  refuge  ih  an 
English  port,  the  sailors  who  constitute  the  crew,  whether  bound  by  their 
own  contract  or  that  of  their  master,  supposing  them  to  be  slaves  for  life 
or  years,  would  be  absolved  from  their  liaoility  to  serve,  because  the  articles 
iincier  which  they  were  shipped  might  not  conform,  in  all  respects^  to  th^ 
statutory  regulations  of  Great  Britain  ;  whether  the  soldiers  of  a  friendly 
power,  who  might  chance  to  be  on  board  of  her,  would  be  discharged  be- 
cause forced  into  service  by  conscription,  or  because  the  terms  of  their  en- 
listment might  be  such  as  were  forbidden  by  English  law.  Would  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain  deny  to  the  master  possession  of  the  apprentice  or 
#aiIor|  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  fulfilment  of  the  obligatioa  to  ^Vvxdcv. 
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he  was  bound?  Would  they  deny  to  the  officer  of  tlie  foreign  Government 
the  custody  of  the  conscript  or  enlisted  soldier,  or  of  the  seaman,  serving 
under  marine  conscription?  If  there  be  hesitation  in  answering  these  in- 
quiries, the  reply  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  English  jurisprudence. 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  has  been  instructed  to  say  to  Lord  Palmerston 
that  the  President,  entertaining,  as  he  does,  a  thorough  conviction  of  the 
unsoundness  of  the  views  of  the  British  Government,  as  disclosed  in  his 
Lordship's  note,  has  been  particularly  affected  by  the  declaration  that  no 
claim  for  slaves  coming  into  tbeBritish dominions, tinc/er  ani/  circumstancesj 
will  be  entertained  by  his  Majesty's  Government.  Although  the  President 
well  knows  that  such  is  not  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  yet 
this  declaration,  if  not  regarded  as  an  invitation,  will  be  the  strongest 
inducement  to  the  flight  or  abduction  of  slaves,  by  fraud  or  force, 
from  their  masters;  and,  if  adhered  to,  cannot  fail  to  be  considered, 
especially  by  the  sufferers  from  its  influence,  as  an  evidence  of  a  spirit 
hostile  to  the  repose  and  security  of  the  United  States.  The  principles 
upon  which  it  is  founded,  bearing  strongly  and  directly  upon  the  in- 
terests and  sensibilities  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  can  never 
receive  the  sanction  of  their  Government;  whilst  it  is  evident  from 
recent  experience,  as  well  as  from  the  proximity  of  territory  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, that  occurrences  will  frequently  bring  them  into  controversy.  Re- 
peated agitations  of  a  question  involving,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  interests, 
the  pride,  and  even  the  religions  sensibilities  of  the  parties  concerned,  must 
engender  feeling  at  Variance  with  that  spirit  of  mutual  friendship  and  hos- 
pitality, which  It  is  doubtless  the  desire,  as  it  is  the  policy,  of  both  nations 
to  cherish  and  extend.  Irritated  by  discussion  without  agreement,  discus- 
sion will  be  abandoned  for  retaliation  or  retortion,  and  sooner  or  later  the 
cordial  ^ood  will,  at  present  so  happily  subsistin£r  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, will  be  converted  into  bitter  hostility — the  forerunner  of  incalculable 
injuries  to  both. 

These  are  the  views  which  the  undersigned  has  been  instructed  to  pre- 
sent to  Lord  Palmerston's  consideration.  They  arc  offered  in  the  confident 
hope  .that  they  may  induce  his  Maji3sty's  Government  not  only  to  review  its 
decision,  and' do  justice  to  the  claimants,  as  well  in  the  case  of  the  "Enter- 
prise," OS  those  of  the  "  Comet"  and  **  Encomium,"  but  lead  to  the  abandon- 
ment of  grounds,  which  cannot  but  be  considered  as  alike  inconsistent  with 
public  law,  and  that  high  sense  of  justice  which  belongs  to  the  British 
nation. 

Uix)n  the  subject  of  the  compensation  offered  for  the  loss  of  the  slaves 
in  the  "  Comet"  and  "  Encomium,"  the  undersigned  has  been  instructed  to 
inform  Lord  Polmerston,  (with  an  explicit  understanding,  however,  tliat 
the  objectionable  principles  advanced  in  his  lordship's  note  are  in  no  re- 
spect admitted,)  that  he  is  authorized  to  accept  the  tender  of  compensation 
which  has  been  made,  and  that  he  will  be  ready  to  enter  upon  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  amount  of  indemnity,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  put  in  possession 
of  the  necessaiy  proofs  for  that  purpose, and  which  the  claimants  interested 
have  been  called  upon  without  delay  to  furnish. 

The  undersigned  hegs  leave  to  renew  to  Lord  Palmerston  assurances  of 
his  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STKVt^NSON. 
To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Vt.  Palmerston,  ^t.,  ^c,  ^^c. 
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Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — ( Extract.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  13, 1837. 

Sir  :  1  herewith  transmit  to  yon  the  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Palmer- 
ston,  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  one  from  me, 
which  accompanied  my  despatch  No.  24,  on  the  suhject  of  the  shipwrecked 
slaves. 


Lord  Palmenston  to  Mr.  Steveuson. 
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Foreign  Office,  May  30,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  was 
addressed  to  him  on  the  12ih  instant'  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  pre- 
ferred by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of 
certain  slaves  landed  from  the  American  vessel  <<  Enterprise,"  and  set  at 
liberty  by  the  British  colonial  authorities  at  the  Bahamas.  The  under- 
signed begs  to  assure  Mr.  Stevenson  that  his  note  shall  receive  the  fullest 
consideration  from  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Steven- 
son the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq.,  4j*c.,  (J^c,  ^c. 


Mr,  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — (Extract.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  27,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  received  last  week,  from  Lord  Pnlmerstoii,  an  answer  to  my  note 
of  the  llth  of  May,  upon  the  subject  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  near  the 
Bahama  islands,  from  the  three  American  vessels,  the  "  Comet,"  "  Enco- 
mium," and  "  Enterprise,"  a  copy  of  which,  with  my  ans.ver,  I  have  now 
the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you. 


Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  December  II,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  has  given  the  most  attentive  consideration  to  the  representations 
contained  in  the  note  which  he  had  tlie  honor  to  receive,  on  the  12lh  of 
May  last,  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary from  the  United  States  of  America,  relative  to  the  claims  preferred 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  cer- 
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lain  slaves  landed  from  the  AiiK^ri<^n  vessels  Cotiiet,  Ei>6omium,  and  En- 
terprise, at  the  Bahamas,  and  emancipated  by  the  colonial  authorities  at  those 
islanda 

The  ondersfgned  regrets  that  the  Government  of  the  United  Skites,  while 
it  does  justice  to  the  readiness  with  which  her  MajestyV  Governmeni  has 
adnifflted  the  elainas  oci  accovn^t  o(  the  slaves  landed^  freim  the  ships  Csnei 
and  Encomium,  is  nevertheless  disposed  to  think  that  the  principles  upon 
which  her  Majesty's  Government  has  felt  obliged  to  reject  the  claim  on  ac- 
count of  the  slaves  landed  from  the  Enterprise,  are  not  consistent  with  pub- 
lic law,  or  with  the  respect  due  to  the  institutions  of  an  independent  and 
friendly  nation. 

But,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  arguments  advanced  by  Mr.  Ste- 
venson in  his  note  of  the  12th  of  May,  in  sup]X)rt  of  this  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, the  undersigned  has  l^o  state  that  her  Majesty's  Government  is  still  of 
opinion  that  the  claim  in  thei  case  ot  tlie  Enterprise  is  iaadrmissible,  ioas- 
much  as  it  is  founded  upon  the  assumptibn  that)  by  the^  law  of  nations,  sta 
independent  State  is  not  entitled  to  enact  a  law  declaring  that  the  conditioB 
of  slavery  shall  uifKler  no  circumstances  be  recognised  within  its  own  ter- 
ritories ;  and  such  a  doctrine  het  Majesty's  Government  can  never  adsMt 

Mr.  Stevenson,  however,  contends  that  the  condition  of  slavery  has  not 
been  entirely  obolidhedin'the  British  colonies ;  and  that  the  temporary  ap- 
prenticeships, to  which  the  n^roes  in  those  colonies  are  still  safoject,  area 
species  of  qualified  slavery  :  but  the  undersigned  cannot  ndmit  theehane^ 
ter  which  Mr.  Stevenson  ascribes  to  these  apprenticeships. 

These  apprenticeships  only  ^ve  to  the  master,  add  for  a  Umited  tine, 
with  respect  to  the  individual  who  was  once  his  slave,  the  same  rights 
which  a  master  in  England  has  by  law  over  his  indentured  apprentice. 

The  law  of  the  mother  country  is  indeed  now,  in  all  respects,  the  law  of 
the  colonies  also ;  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  Majesty's  GovernmeDt 
•to  yield  to  the  present  demand  for  compensation,  unless  it  were  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  law  of  England  is,  on  this  point,  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  and  that,  consequently,  compensation  ought  also  m  be  made  for  all 
slaves  wh<»,  from  time  to  lime,  may  be  brought  into  a  port  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  may  there  be  liberated  by  a  writ  of  halx^as  corpus.  For  Mr.  ]g 
Stevenson  must  be  aware  that  all  slaves  so  arriving,  whatever  might  be  iJk  ^ 
circumstances  under  which  they  mi^Iit  come  withm  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ' 
courts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  would  be  immediately  liberated,  and  woHid, 
moreover,  be  entitled  to  claim  damages  ngainst  any  persons  who  might  re 
strain  them  of  their  literty,  or  who,  after  their  liberation^  might  again  re- 
store them  to  their  former  masters. 

But  the  British  Government  cannot  admit  that  Great  Britain  is  under  any 
obligation  to  make  compensation  to  the  former  masters  of  slaves  so  liber- 
ated, either  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  in  the  colonies  ;  for,  the  only  ground 
upon  which  compensation  could  be  claimed,  would  be  the  assumptioa  that, 
by  the  liberation  of  such  slaves,  Great  Britam  had  wronged  those  masters. 

Now  it  cannot  indeed  be  denied  that  the  masters  of  slaves  so  liberated 
toive  suffered  a  loss ;  but  it  is  a  loss  without  a  wrong :  and  they  stand  in 
this  respect  in  the  same  situation  as  if  their  property  had  been  destroyed  by 
shipwreck,  or  by  any  other  accident.  For,  if  the  slaves  so  liberated  becar* 
justly  and  of  right  entitled  io  their  freedom  upon  arriving  within  Britist 
jurisdiction,  it  cannot  be  contended  that  the  British  auiliorities  whosha!' 
liave  respected  this  right,  have  thereby  done  to  the  mastem  a  wrong,  fe 
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which  those  nuisters/baving  no  ground  for  n  snit  in  a  court  of  jitstice,  are 
entitled  to  claim  compensation  from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 

The  laws  of  those  countries  in  which  slaTerf  is  hot  permitted,  tmd 
where  the  maxim  is  that  whoever  breathes  tlie  air  of  heaven  is  free,  make 
no  exception  against  slaves  passing  in  transitu^  or  driven  within  the 
territories  of  the  State  by  stress  of  weather  in  the  course  of  a  voyage ; 
and  even  at  the  time  when  slavery  was  recognised  in  tlie  British  colonic*' 
the  dominion  of  the  foreign  master  was  tiot  admhted  over  ftigitive  slaved, 
or  over  slaves  who,  being  shipwrecked  in  the  course  of  a  voyage,  came 
voluntarily  into  British  territories.  And  the  argument  on  which  the  claim 
DOW  advanced  by  the  American  Government  depends  would,  if  assented 
to,  lead,  in  its  consequent  application,  to  liabilities  which  have  never  hith- 
erto been  even  asserted. 

The  undersigned  does  not,  indeed,  deny  the  justice  of  Mr.  Stevenson's 
observation,  that  whenever  questions  as  to  previously  existing  obligations 
arise  between  persons  who  may  find  themselves  on  board  a  foreign  vessel 
which  has  entered  a  British  port,  such  questions  are  generally  decided  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  such  persons  bekxig,  and  not 
itccording  to  the  law  of  Bligland.  In  conformity  with  this  principle,  her 
Majesty's  Qovernment  would  give  effect  in  Uiis  country  to  a  contract  eft- 
ter(^d  into  in  a  foreign  country,  and  would  construe  that  contract  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  it  was^made.  But  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  claim  now  under  consideration  arises,  not  out  of  a  contract  be- 
tween the  two  parties  concerned,  namely :  the  former  master  and  the  for- 
mer slave,  but  wit  of  the  assertion  which  one  man  makes  of  a  right  of 
property  to  ba  by  him  exercised  over  his  fellow  man.  And  the  answer  <b 
sucii  a  claim  is,  that  a  law  now  in  force  thronghout  the  whole  of  the  Brit- 
ish  dcxiiinions  solemnly  declares,  that  within  those  dominions  no  stich 
right  of  property  can  exist. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  cannot  admit  the  position  laid  down  by  Mt. 
Sfevenson,  that  the  same  principle  which  renders  it  unjust  that  a  forei^n- 
er'a  right  of  property  in  inanimate  things  should  be  interfered  with  by  the 
municipal  law  of  a  State  within  whose  territories  necessity  may  oblige 
sach  foreigner  to  enter,  appliesto  a  ris^t  claimed  by  one  man  to  the  services 
of  his  fellow-man  in  the  capacity  of  a  slave. 

Jt  is  not  denied  by  the  British  Government  that  the  Governments  of 
ociier  countries  have  a  right  to  continue,  by  their  laws,  the  state  of  slavery 
within  their  own  territories  as  long  as  to  them  may  seem  fit.  The  British 
Government,  moreover,  does  not  assert  that  the  conveyance  of  slaves  from 
one  portion  to  another  of  the  territory  of  a  State  in  which  slavery  legally 
exists  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  But  the  British  Government  must 
maintain,  that  no  country  has  a  right  to  prevent  another  country  from  mak- 
ing a  law  to  the  eflfect  that  within  its  own  territories  slavery  shall,  under 
no  circumstances,  and  in  no  shape  whatever,  be  tolerated,  and  that  every 
person,  whatever  his  former  condition  may  have  been,  shall,  whife  within 
such  territories,  be  entitled  to  nil  the  privileges  of  a  free  man. 

But  the  execution  of  a  rightful  law  cannot  be  a  wrong ;  and  where  no 
wrong  is  done  no  compensation  can  be  due. 

This  being  the  view  of  the  case  taken  by  her  jMajesty's  Government,  it 
only  remains  for  the  undersigned  to  express  his  regret  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  is  unable  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  reg:ird  to  the  claim  for  the  slaves  4anded  from  the  <<  Eater^cis^!* 
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And  the  undersigned  must  repeat  the  declaration  contained  in  his  note  of 
the  7th  of  January,  1837,  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  that,  slavery  being  now  «boI- 
ished  throughout  the  British  Empire,  there  can  be  no  well  founded  claim 
on  the  part  of  any  foreigner,  in  respect  of  slaves  who,  under  any  circora. 
stances  whatever,  may  come  into  the  British  colonies,  any  more  than  there 
would  be  in  respect  to  slaves  who  might  come  into  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  !o  renew   to  Mr.  Ste- 
venson the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq.,  ^c,  (J-c,  ^c. 


Mr,  Slevetisoji  to  Lord  Palnwrston, 

No.  23,  Portland  Place,  December  23,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  addressed  to  him  by  Lord  Palmerston,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  for  Foreign  Affairs,  of  the  llth  instant,  in  answer  to  the  note 
of  the  undersigned  of  the  l2tllof  Maylast,  relative  to  the  claims  of  the 
owners  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  American  vessels,  the  "  Cooiet,'' 
the  "Encomium,"  and  the  "Enterprise,"  near  the  Bahamas,  and  liberated 
by  the  authorities  of  those  islands. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  undersigned  now  learns  from  tl:e  note  of 
his  lordship,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  adhere 
to  its  determination  of  not  only  refusing  all  compensation  to  the  owners  of 
the  slaves  on  board  the  "  Enterprise,"  but  for  any  other  slaves  belongin? 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  hereafter,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever,  be  brought  within  the  dominions  and  jurisdiction  of  the  British 
Crown. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  led  as  well  by  justice  toils 
citizens,  as  by  respect  ior  its  own  rights  of  sovereignty,  will>  regard  this 
repeated  decision  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  principles  reassert- 
ed in  LiOrd  Palmerston's  note,  with  increased  sensibility,  and  ns  affording 
additional  grounds  for  painful  dissatisfaction  and  complaint,  the  undersign- 
ed cannot  doubt.  He  will,  however,  take  an  early  opportunity  of  trausmit- 
ting  the  note  of  his  lordship  to  his  Government,  from  whom  it  will  doubt- 
less receive  the  attention  its  high  importance  luerits. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  submit  to  Lord 
Palmerston's  consideration  some  observations  which  his  lordship's  note  has 
rendered  necessary,  and  which  the  undersigned  feels  it  his  duty  to  make. 

Having  inhis  previous  communications  exhibited  fully  the  groundsupoc 
which  these  claims  rest,  and  discussed  the  important  principles  involved  in 
them,  the  undersigned  would  now  abstain  from  any  comment  on  his  lord- 
ship's note,  but  that  it  might  be  inferred  from  his  silence,  that  the  principles 
which  have  been  again  reasserted  by  her  Majesty's  Government  as  the 
basis  of  its  decision,  could  either  be  admitted  or  acquiesced  in  by  that  of  tlw 
United  States. 

This  course,  too,  becomes  the  more  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
apprehensions under  which  his  lordship  labors,  as  to  some  of  the  opinions 
and  principles,  supposed  to  have  been  advanced  by  the  undersigned,  in  the 
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previous  correspondence,  and  which  it  is  due  as  well  (o  himself  as  liis  Gov- 
jernment,  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  correcting. 

Lord  Pahnerston,  in  his  note,  is  pleased  to  say  that  the  pounds  upon 
which  the  claim  for  indemnity  in  the  case'  of  the  <•  Bnterprise"^  has  been 
placed,  are  inadmissable,  inasmuch  as  they  are  founded  upon  the  assump- 
tion that,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  an  independent  State  is  not  entitled  to 
enact  a  law,  declaring  that  the  condition  of  slavery  shall  under  nu  circum- 
stances continue  to  exist  within  its  dominions.  Now,  witli  due  submission, 
the  undersigned  begs  to  say,  that  this  assumption  by  his  lordship  is  entirely 
unjust,  and  springs  from  a  total  misinterpretation  of  the  doctrines  asserted 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  support  of  these  claims  of  its 
citizens. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  have  not  maintained,  nor  has  the 
undersigned  for  it,  that  by  the  laws  of  nations  one  independent  State  had 
not  the  iright  abolishing  by  its  laws  slavery  within  its  dominions,  nor  does 
any  such  consequence  flow  from  the  grounds  upon  which  the  present  claim 
rests.  On  the  contrary,  as  an  abstract  and  general  proposition,  the  right 
of  passing  such  laws  has  never  been  denied  by  the  United  States. 

The  right  was  freely  admitted,  as  imdeniable,  in  the  last  note  which  the 
undersigned  had  the  honor  of  addressing,  to  l.ord  Palmerston  ;  as  was  the 
principle  asserted  by  his  lordship  that  the  municipal  laws  of  an  independent 
State  might  rightfully  control  the  persons  or  property  of  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  other  States,  who,  by  voluntarily  coming  within  the  limits  of 
such  State,  placed  themselves  under  its  jurisdiction ;  provided  they  did  not 
violate  any  of  th^  principles  of  the  public  law,  or  the  rights  of  any  other 
State.  It  was  also  admitted,  that  municipal  laws,  either  abolishing  or  per- 
mitting slavery,  were  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  nations,  liie  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  therefore,  could  have  had  no  pretext  of  right 
to  object  to  any  law  of  her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  operating  within  its  dominions,  and  not  in  violation  of  the  rights 
oi  other  nations.  So  far,  therefore,  from  maintaining  the  principle  supposed 
by  his  lordship,  the  reverse  was  the  fact. 

The  question,  then,  is  not  whether  Great  Britain  had  the  right  of  abolish- 
ing slavery  by  her  laws,  but  whether  the  present  case  was  one  to  which 
those  laws  could  rightfully  be  extended,  consistently  with  public  law,  and 
the  right  of  the  United  States.  Now  it  is  conceded  by  I^ord  Palmerston, 
that  whenever  questions  as  to  previously  existing  contracts  arise  between 
persons  who  may  be  on  board  foreign  vessels  entering  British  ports,  they 
are  to  be  decided  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  such  par- 
ties belong,  and  not  according  to  the  British  laws ;  and  that  in  conformity 
with  this  principle,  her  Majesty's  Government  would  give  effect  within  her 
dominions  to  any  contract  so  entered  into  in  a  foreign  county;  being  bound 
to  construe  the  contract  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  it 
was  made  ;  but  his  lordship  goes  on  to  say,  that  as  the  present  claim  did 
not  arise  out  of  a  contract  between  the  parties  concerned,  namely,  the  for- 
mer master  and  slave,  but  out  of  the  assertion  which  one  man  makes  of  a 
right  of  property  in  his  fellow  man,  such  right  cannot  be  admitted,  inas- 
much as  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  have  declared  that  no  such  claim  of 
property  shall  he  recognised  or  enforced  within  any  part  of  the  British  do* 
li^inHms.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  his  lordship  at  the  same  time 
admits  that  if  a  vessel  driven  by  shipwreck  or  distress  into  a  British -port, 
containing  irrational  animals  or  inanimate  things,  the  owner  could  not  justly 


be  deprived  of  his  property  under  the  operation  of  n  iBunicipal  law,  to 
which  he  had  not  voluntarily  submitted  Ininsclf. 

The  whole  controversy,  llien,  turns  upon  the  principle  thus  broadly  asser- 
ted by  her  Majesty's  Government,  that  persons  cannot  be  made  subjects  of 
property ;  and  that  as  slavery  has  ceased  to  exist  in  every  form  wiiliin  tier 
Majesty's  dominions,  all  slaves  bron^t  therein  under  auy  circumstances, 
are  to  l)e  regarded  as  free ;  and  that  in  seizing  and  liberating  them,  her  ttd^ 
e^ty's  Government  perpetrates  no  wrong,  aipd  coBseqpently  can  make  bo 
compensation.  Upon  the  soundness  of  this  principle,  and  the  fact<rf  the 
total  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  West  Indies,  her  Majesty's  Goi^ernment  rests 
it^  decision  ;  and,  in  addition  to  tbe  arguments  which  the  undersigned  had 
the  honor  heretofore  of  presenting  to  his  lordship's  consideration  on  thm 
twos  points,  he  will  now  add  some  others  of  a  general  character. 

And  iSrst,  as  to  Uie  question  of  property : 

From  whence  is  it  that  her  Majesty's  Oovernment  derives  the  doctnne, 
tbat  man,  under  no  circumstances,  can  heooo]^  the  aubject  of  property  7  If 
ivbe  truej  as  the  undersigned  believes  it  is,  that  property  is  erophaticallf 
the  creature  of  law,  of  municipal  law,  andthat  that  only  is  property  which 
the  law  makes  so,  does  it  not  loUow  that  each  State  must  alone  possess  the 
right  to  decide  the  question  for  itself;  and  that  the  consequence  is,  that 
property  varies  in  different  countries?     Now,  in  all  countries,  ancient  oi 
modern j  where  slavery  has  existed,  was  it  ever  heard  that  those  who  were 
slaves  were  not  to  be  regarded  as  properly ;  or  that  any  distinction  was  ce* 
cf^nisod  under  the  laws  of  nations,  between  property  in  persons,  and  pro- 
perty in  things?    On  the  contrary,  baa  not  the  right  of  property  in  sUiw. 
been  acknowledged  by  most  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  globe,  and  » 
ciuced  by  all  the  protections  of  law  ?    If  this  be  not  so,  and  slaves  are  aot 
property,  what  are  they  ?     When,  it  may  be:  asked)  sauce  the  tinoe  of  tba 
Siaaun.law,  which  has  justly  been  regarded  as  the  code  ralionis  serepiOj 
h(^  it  ever  been  doubted  that  the  slave  was  property?     Do  the  lawsoif 
nations,  in  treating  on  the  subject  of  property,  maike  an  exception  in  favor 
of  the  right  of  discriminating  between  persons  and  things?     Thequestioflt 
then,  is,  not  what  the  taws  of  Great  Brkaia  may  he  as  t<^  property  in  slaves, 
bnt  what  are  th^laws  of  the  countries  in  which  Che  slave  and  the  owner 
rfii^ide? 

Theiightrol  one  nation  to  decide  for  ainothen  what  is  property,  is  of  m- 
dern  date,  and  has  been  asserted^  it  is  believed,,  by  no  other  nation  than  that 
(MT  Great  Britain*  Does  she  expect  that  any  independent  power  will  sub- 
mit to  a  doctrine  involving  the  extravagant  supposition  of  yielding  to  tnf 
oee  nation  the  right  not  only  to  decide  for  itself,  but  for  others^  the  que*- 
tion  of  what  is,  or  what  is  not  property?  Wli^n,  or  where,  has  such  a 
djpctrine  ever  before  been  asserted?  In  what  written  .or. received  authority 
will; it  ba  found  ?  When  was  it,  since  the  days  of  Queen  Eliswheth  dovo, 
tbod  such  a  claim  by  any  other  natioti,  would  not  have  beea  regarded  by 
Great  Britain  as  subversive  of  the  principles  of  international  law,  and  a 
direct  violation  of  her  own  rights  of  sovereij^ty  ?  The  answer  wiUbi 
fouiiidiQ  her  own  i^istory.  Is  she  then  justmed  in  asserting  a  doctiioe 
trhiefa,  besides  being  a^inst  the  established  principles  of  pablic  law,.a]id 
the  rights  of  other  nauons,  is  so  obnoxious,  to  all  those  principles  reoof- 
nised  and  practised  by  her  in  her  intercourse  with  other  nations,  for  moo 
than  two  centuries,  without  oppositioii  or  cen^ure^  aiid  I^  universal  coa- 
sent?  Is  it  (as  the  undersigned  has  herettoifere  taken  occasion  to  ask) lor 
Chat  nation,  within  whose  dominions  slavery  has  existed  for  centnries,  ani 


dqpii:^  w^iiQse.dofiiUiionoiFer'ihe  Untied  States  the  exiting  iostiUitions  of 
d<nnestic  slavery  bud  their  oni^iu,  is  k  for  tluit  Ration,  who  has  been  the 
^ffeat^st  sJitireholder  oti^  e^tb,  and  from  whose  laws  and  practices  (in  the 
laufuagie  of  oiie  of  its  forojcr  noinisters)  '^slavery  itself  ha^  aprung,"  that 
the  doctijioiB  is  now  to  bo  inaiotajLiied  (hai;  ibece  ean  bo  no  right  oi  property 
inpQfaoti&? 

Tbe  xy«e«lioQ  of  prppevtf  ia  slaves  is  oiia  which  no  nation  has  the  right 
of  deteruniaing  ior  another.  It  is  one,  cei^tainly,  wbich  the  United  StatM 
will  never  .Qoasider  even  open  for.  diseossioo,  HMicb  leas  for  the  decision  of 
a^  ibceign  Goivern  meiftt. 

Wh^M^yeFi  therefone,  the  hiws.of  her  M<»je3ty^s  Government  on  the  sutn 
iectaf^aivery  may  be,  and  whetiier  it  has  been  abolished  and  ceased  to 
exbt  thffonghoiit  <^at  Britain,  /which,  howoMer,  is  noi  adrnitted  as  to  her 
West  India  e^iibnieB,)  I  hoy  cc^n  nave  no  iufltienoe  in  the  decision  of  the 
praaent  qtioslion.  The  slaveson  boasd  the  <^ Enterprise"  were  the  property 
of  citaaens  of  tbe  United  Slates,  and  in  the  possession  of  their  owners  when 
s^ieedand  hberated*  Theiy  were  as  mucb  under  thp  protection  of  the  flag 
of  th&  Uniled  States  when  forced  by  distress  and  shipwreck  into  the  waters 
and  jiiii^dictioaof  G-reat  Britain^  as  if  they  had  been  upon  the  ocean,  or 
within  the limtta of  the  United  States.  They  lost,  liherefore,  noneof  their 
rurbts,  whihs  iaafbreigo  juriadietiDii ;  and:  their  seizure  from  the  custody 
D^T  ibefir  owners,  and  subsequent  liberation,  waaa  violation  of  the  rights  and 
sDvereignty  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  the;  principles  of  public  law,  aad  all  the 
pci^cipTes  which  regulate  the  intercourse  between. independent  and  firiendly 
nations. 

'n»  inquiry  then  aariass  upon  what  ground  hoa  the  olaim  in  the  case  of 
tke  ^  Enterprise'^  be^n  rejected,  and  those  of  the  ^  Conset-'  and  ^^  Enoomi* 
iim?  admit^l  to  be  wellfound^*  It  i$  conceded  by  his  lordship  that  they 
tmt  upoij  what  is  assumed  to  have  been  tiie  state  of  slavey  in  the  ooloniea 
ftt  ,lhe  time  of  tbe  arrival  of  those  vessels  in  the  Bahamas;  lu  the  first  two 
a«0ea,  of  tbe  :<<  Comet''  and  "Encomiutp,"  compensntion  was  allowed  be- 
cause the  West  India  act  o(  emancipation  had  not  passed,  and  the  relation 
twUfveen  owner  and  slaine  had  not  been  dia^lved ;  aind<  as  the  law  aoknow- 
l#dgfed;lbe  rights  oft  British  subjeetftin  their  slaves  in  the  oplonies,  it  would 
Im^e  fcaen  u^)U3ttQ:danytp,af(vr€UffnB^  in  possession  of, biasl^^  thesaflpnk 
ri^ta  Compensation;  uras,  ther^^,  d^oreed.  But:  in  the  case  of  ^e 
^^nletfipFise,"  it  is  refesed;  beoaose  she  arrii^  aAer  tlie  passage  of  tbe  law 
id  1833:  by  wbdeh  it  is  a^sartidd  that  slavery,  in  overy  form/bem^  aboUshad 
[i^itfco  ciQlonies,,the:6hives  became  at  once  entitled  to  freedom,  and.  the  rights 
:^  lihe  owner  cefi^ed.  And  honee  his  lordship,  dissenting*  from  the  opinion 
Bijcpressed  by  the  unders^ed,'  in  a  former  note,  a^  to  the  character  wd 
dopdicion  of  the  negvo  apprentices  in  the  West  Indies,  under  the^act.of 
1633,  again  asseft^  that  slavery  was  wholly  laboHahed  by  this  act,  and  that^ 
in  1^10  fmindation  alone  ithe  deeieionof  her  Mojesty^s  Government  must  bo 
justified.  Now  protesting,  a9  the  undersigned  does^  against  the  right  of 
locidiiig  this  olain^  under  the  municipal  lawa of  Great  Britain,  or  apjMying 
my  .sjrstem  which  she  may  adopt  for  the  amelioration  <of' abolition  of  slaveiiy; 
gvitbin  her  dominions  tothe  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  their  property.' 
ctpder  circumstances  lite  those,  he  will  yei,  for  purposeis  of  argucpeat  md 
niuatration)  pffoceeditQ*show  that  the  grounds  whioh  have  been  assumed  a^ 
Ibe  basia  of  the  present  decision  are  illusory  and  unfounded.  With  duo 
ftiibnu9aion,  then,  to  bis  ikirdship,  the  uqdeisigned  muat  again  repeat,  that  so 
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far  from  slavery  having  been,  abolished  in  the  West  Indies,  it  exists  in  an 
essential  and  vital  form  m  the  present  system  of  negro  apprenticeship.  1^ 
grounds  upon  which  this  opinion  is  expressed  are  matters  of  history.  They 
are  to  be  found  not  only  in  the  objects  and  provisions  of  the  act  itself, 
but  in  the  history  of  the  proceedings  and  discussions  which  took  place  in 
Parliament  at  the  time  of  its  passa^,  on  the  part  both  of  the  friends  andq)- 
ponents  of  the  law ;  to  a  brief  review  of  which  the  undersized  now  asks 
the  attention  of  his  lordship,  and  that  of  .her  Majesty's  Government 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  not  intended  by  the  act  to  change  immediately 
the  state  of  slavery  in  the  West  India  colonies.  The  leadinfi*  and  avowed 
object  of  the  friends  of  the  law  was  not,  as  Lord  Palmerston  has  supposed, 
^hat  of  immediate  and  unqualified  abolition,  but  the  adoption  of  a  scheme 
of  gradual  and  progressive  amelioration  and  emancipation.  It  was  with 
this  view  that  the  measure  was  not  only  proposed  and  supported  by  the 
Government,  but  finally  passed.  In  both  houses  of  Parliament  the  friends 
and  supporters  of  the  law  declared  that  the  slaves  of  the  colonies  could  not 
be  suddenly  liberated  and  raised  from  a  state  of  slavery  to  one  of  freedom; 
that  the  experience  of  all  ages  and  nations  furnished  examples  of  the  im- 
minent dangers  which  attended  all  attempts  to  chan^  at  once  the  political 
condition  of  the  laboring  classes  of  a  great  community ;  that .  the  principle 
of  a  protracted  period  was  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  slaves,  and  that 
they  could  not  safely  be  placed  immediately  in  the  situation  of  free  roeo; 
that  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  whole  number  of  slaves  shouM 
be  divided  into  classes,  and,  continuing  in  the  custody  of  their  owners,  be 
bound  to  serve  as  apprentices  for  a  given  number  of  years  ;  and  that  the 
termination  of  their  bondage  tvas  to  be  gradual ;  that  when  these  appren- 
ticeships ceased,  and  not  till  then,  would  those  who  had  been  held  as  slaves 
be  in  mil  possession  of  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  other  classes  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  colonies  ;  that  it  was  in*  this  way  alone  that 
they  could  guard  the  colonies  and  the  negroes  themselves,  against  the  dan- 
gers of  blo(^-shed  and  strife,  consequent  upon  sudden  changes  from  a  state 
of  slavery  to  one  of  freedom. 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  the  then  Premier.  (Lord  Grey,)  in  support  of  the 
scheme,  declared  *<that  he  could  not  contemplate,  without  an  increased 
degree  of  apprehension,  the  possible  danger  which  might  arise  from  set- 
ting the  slaves  free  at  once,  and  it  was  tnerefore  believed  by  his  Majesty^ 
Government,  that  such  a  progressive  freedom,  combining  a  preparaKMry 
state  of  restricted  labor  with  a  certain  degree  of  free  labor,  to  ^  in 
ultimate  manumission,  was  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  ;  that  this  was 
the  plan  upon  which  the  system  of  apprenticeship  was  proposed  by  his 
Majesty's  Government;  that  the  slaves  would  be  allowed  a  part  of  the  day 
to  labor  for  themselves,  and  at  the  expiration  of  a  certain  number  of  yean 
become  completely  emancipated  ;  that  this  was  the  only  plan  effectually  to 
secure  the  ultimate  object  of  complete  freedom,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  all  the  possessions  of  his  Majesty's  Government." 

These  were  the  views  of  the  enlightened  statesman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  who  brought  forward  the  measure  which  finally  pitted,  and 
which  was  supported  in  both  houses  upon  these  grounds. 

The  opponents  of  the  bill  and  the  strong  friends  of  emancipation  opposed 
it,  however,  upon  the  ground  that  any  measure  lor  the  amelioration  of 
slavery,  short  of  entire  abolition,  was  open  to  innumerable  objections ;  that 
it  was  a  scheme  to  prolong  slavery  under  the  specious  title  of  apprenSkt 
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nd  WHS  Ijttle  elae  tbeiii  modiery  i»t^  io^liii.  Am$l«  tbe^  ix^9^  Ull- 
mising  opponents  of  the  bill  was  one  af  tim  prc»^nt  mettri^rs  of 
ijesty'8  Govemownt,  who  then  hdd  a  hi^h  .^^{KW^roflllt  i&  Umt* 
eabinet ;  and  it  is  not  ^  little  remarkajbie  i«  tbe  bi^KMif  of  tbj»  pio- 
r,  that  the  decision  of  the  GQy&mrwf^  i¥>t  to  mfth^  due  aJb^luioii 
iaie,  but  to  adopt  the  system  of  ai^pref^j^K^bip,  m  it  UPW  <^U9ts  m 
Dnies,  not  only  induced  that  distiDgU/i^hed  qol)Uai«A><(9k  FPte  agaituK 
,  but  4ictually  drove  bioi  fron»  o^oe*  Tbe  vei;jr:^le«pee^  wfaich 
v«red  against  the  bill  was  afterwards  rQpubIi3h6d;iA  a  Mrreetedfinrm 
isdf,  and  in  the  preface,^  ap<dogi;?iog  lor  Ibe  n^pubjioatipni  tfift  folkw- 
QarkaJ;>ie  deelaration  was  made : 

A^as  a  conviction  which  had  be^n  emduaUy  foffced  upon  me,  i^t 
^aeure  short  ol  Um  en  live  aboUt¥>u  of  siav/ery  ineas  ppm  ito  tfMup»ira- 
Ktiom ;  and  fiai:tiog  that  a  diflS^ron^  vieiw  waf^  adogted  by  hi»  Miges- 
^veromeqt,  I  thQUgbt  it  necessary  to  resign  the  ^ce  I  bcM.  in  the 
sil  Oepartiaent  some  day3  befofe  tb^  arifan^enieiit  took  place,  by 
the  seals  of  the  departnfi^nt  were  ti:wi!iferred  to  Mr,  Sla»ly."-r- 
of  laord  Howicky  tfi^Lli^hed  by  Ridgwa^  j^^  ^^9^*  i833:  Pica- 

us  speech  his  lordship,,  in  substance^  ^clared  that,  jby  the  procKised 
«  negpo  was  to  be  appr^ticed  to  a  n^astter  not  of  bis  own  ^oioe, 
mpejled  to  enter  into  a  cont^ract,  the  basis  of  which  he  was  not  at 
to  alter  or  reject ;  tbajL  il  it  \;iere  asked  in  what  these  apprenticed 
9  differed  from  ti)e  Englisb  laborer  who  was  under  opntract  with  bis 
Jhe  answer  was,  that  in  the  one  case  it  was  voluntary,  in  the  other 
1  the  one,  the  laborer  had  the  whole  of  his  labor,  in  the  other,' only 
\g  pix^r^ion.  What  the  adyanteigtes  w«re  which  it  was  supposed 
arise  Uo^^  this  apprenticeship  of  t(^  negroes  be  did  not  knaw ;  bat 

maint^ntied,  "  that  the  system  of  apprenticeship  was  aotbing  more 
than  the  «on<tinuance  of  the  whole  system  of  s^arery,  wAiatever  it 
nam^" 

iber  distingiiti^hed  eawneipelor,  and  member  tA  Ibe  present;  Parlia- 
sai4  that  he  objected  slrongly  to  tbe  scheme  oi  apprenticeship. 
iUiv0ry^ tmder ^(Hherna^me ;  anid be Irustad tib^ clause Jiespectiiiig  rtie 
tic««khip  wonrid.  be^oi^pletely  cbi^ng^ :  wUist  another  member  de- 
(b^tf  the*  scheme  was  to  proiqng  ;^ery  for  yissxs  iiodes  the  specious 
>{  itppreniieeshipi  and  was  mere  mocloery  and  nisiilt.  rHansard's 
aeo^iy  Ui^hatea,  Ae^  ^eries^  session  of  1S33.)  h  this  (he  system 
irowed  at  the  time^of  its  adopticwL  by  the  ministers  of  the  Qrow4i  and 
•4ads  ef  the  Govert^ment,  not  to  be  one  of  immediate  abolition,  but 
lal  bondage^-^a  system  detiwi^ced  by  the  advocates  af  emaocipeition 

(4  cantj S^edc  aQ& >€saential  slavery,  wbkh  is  noair  pnoiclftimed  oa  ite 

Mr  M^ilestyf's  poveru9i9ent  sis  <h^  of  tofal  aod  inaviniiUfied  {freedcMfn, 
i<e9ded  \^  place  the  Qegio  appjoentice  ef  the  West.  Inches,  upon  the 
fOf  the  fiFf^  lahever  ami  appfentice  of  England  ?    M  thi^:  ik^  ayatem 

it  is  la^iserMd  ^  Lord  PateM^^tein's  noi^,  gi^es  ito>Jhe  «iMM  (jmd 
r  a  Jiwftied  Aijpft,  ov^^r  *|8  spp(neiuice,wee  hi*  rta^e)  ooiy  ^tte&same 
wbMih  A  im^ster  iui$nj2:lapd  M,iby  the  laws,  qYer  his  wdomucedap- 
e  er  finee  laborer  i  The  answer  ;^  tbe«e^uesti(0«is  is  to  be  foitud  m 
lidfical  defiiaiis  already  ifivati,  ^114  in  the  pioiirisipns  oj  the  act  itaeifl 

these  thirt  theund^^cd  k>oks  for  the  jM^ti^aatioo  of  tbeofWAioQ 
m^  mpmmiy  md  n«w  n^pmMd,  m^  ^  the  tme  «b«rfiol»ii  af  Ui^ 
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system  of  apprenticeship  tindeT  the  act  of  1833 ;  and  if  he  has  erred,  as 
his  lordship  has  supposed,  as  regarding  that  system  as  one  of  essential, 
though  qualified,  slavery,  instead  of  entire  abolition,  he  has  the  satisfaction 
at  least  of  knowing  that  he  has  done  so,  not  only  with  the  Government 
who  passed  the  law,  but  with  all  the  distinguished  advocates  and  opposers 
of  it,  who,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  understood  what  was  intended  by  it,  and 
whose  opinions,  on  such  a  subject,  are  entitled  to  respect. 

Nor  can  the  undersigned  concur  in  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  ^x- 
pressed  by  his  lordship,  as  to  the  rights  o(  these  negro  apprentices  when 
brought  within  the  United  Kingdom.  In  his  last  note,  his  lordship  is  un- 
derstood to  maintam  thjn  the  law  of  the  mother  country  was  now,  in  all 
respects,  the  law  of  the  colonies;  and  that  negro  apprentices  brought,  under 
any  circunastances,  into  the  United  Kingdom,  would  not  only  be  entitled  to 
their  freedom,  but  to  damages  against  all  those  who  might  attempt  to  re- 
strain them  of  their  liberty,  or  restore  them  to  their  former  masiers.  Can 
this  be  so  ?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  directly  otherwise ;  and  if  appren- 
tices, daring  the  period  of  their  apprenticeship,  were  to  be  brought  within 
the  United  Kingdom  without  the  express  consent  of  their  masters,  would 
they  not  be  liable  to  be  seized  and  restored  to  their  masters  ? 

By  the  third  section  of  the  West  India  act  it  is  expressly  declared, 
"  Thai  all  slaves  who  may  at  any  time  from  the  passinff  of  this  act,  have 
been  brought  with  the  consent  of  their  possessors,  and  all  apprenticed 
laborers,  who  may  hereafter,  with  like  consent,  be  brought  into  any  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  shall,  from  the 
passing  of  the  act,  be  absolutely  and  entirely  free  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever,^^ 

Here  the  express  provision  of  the  act  makes  the  bringing,  with  the  actual 
knowledge  ahd  consent  of  the  masters,  theonly  foundation  of  the  claim  to 
freedom  of  the  apprentices,  and  before  such  freedom  could  be  established 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  consent  and  privity  ol  the  owner  must  first  be 
clearly  and  conclusively  established.  It  is  not  perceived,  then,  upon  what 
authority  it  can  be  affirmed  that  the  laws  of  the  mother  country  are  in  all 
respects  those  of  the  colonies,  or  how  negro  apprentices,  or  slaves  coming 
within  the  United  Kingdom  without  the  consent  of  their  masters  or  pos- 
sessors (as  in  cases  of  shipwreck  or  distress)  can  be  said  to  be  free,  or  plwoed 
beyond  the  control  of  their  owners.  Thegrotuids,  then,  upon  which  the 
rejection  of  the  claim  in  the  case  Of  the  «*  Enterprise"  has  been  placed 
totally  fail ;  and  upon  the  principles  admitted  to  govern  the  decision  in  the 
cases  of  the  "  Comet"  and  "  Encomium,"  the  claimants  of  the  «  Enterprise*' 
are  entitled  to  demand  the  like  indemnity  from  her  Majesty's  Goveronicnt. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  laws  of  her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  ame- 
lioration or  abolition  of  slavery  within  the  British  dominions,  it  docs  not 
belong  to  the  undersigned  here  to  speak.  With  all  such  laws  forei^  Gov- 
ernments can  have  nothing  to  do  when  not  affecting  their  own  rights  ol 
sovereignty.  Humane  and  enlightened  as  such  laws  may  be  r^rarded  by 
her  Majesty's  Government  or  subjects,  they  cannot  be  permitted  to  seek 
their  gratification  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  of  other  nations,  or  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  property  of  their  citizens  or  subjects.  If  the  property  fcr 
which  indemnity  is  now  asked  bad  been  lost  by  the  accidents  of  commer- 
cial enterprise,  or  the  acts  of  God,  the  loss  would  have  been  home  by  the 
claimants  without  repining.  But  as  the  injuries  of  which  they  complain 
have  been  perpetrated  under  the  authority  of  her  M^ty's  Colonial  Gov- 


35  [216] 

eminent,  in  defiance  of  the  clearest  ri^ht,  and  all  those  principles  which 
have  heretofore  been  held  sacred  in  the  intercourse  between  nations,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  interpose  and 
seek  redress. 

The  undersigned  must,  therefore,  a^ain  repeat  the  declaration  contained 
in  his  note  of  the  12th  of  May,  that  this  decision  of  her  Majesty's  Grovern- 
mcnt,  and  the  doctrines  by  which  it  is  defended,  are  alike  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  the  public  law  ;  with  the  rights  of  sovereignty  of  a  friendly 
nation,  and  with  that  high  sense  of  justice  which  belongs  to  the  British 
nation ; — and  to  assure  Lord  Palmerston,  in  the  most  respectful,  though 
frank  manner,  that  whilst  the  claim  for  reparation  for  those  injuries  cannot 
be  relinquished  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  it  is  yet  to  be 
hoped  that  reparation  will  not  always  be  withheld. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Lord  Pal- 
merston the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

A  STEVENSON. 

Lord  Viscount  Palmerston. 


Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr,  Forsyth. — (Extracts.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  2},  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my  note  to 
I»rd  Palmerston,  submitting,  as  directed  in  your  despatch  of  the  12th 
of  March,  a  direct  proposition  for  a  conventional  arrangement  with  Great 
Britain  on  the  subject  of  our  slaves  who  may  hereafter  be  carried  by 
force,  or  driv'en  by  shipwreck,  into  the  British  colonies  contiguous  to  the 

United  States. 

*♦»♦♦«• 

A3  I  am  uninformed  in  relation  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  arrange- 
ment which  our  Government  would  be  willing  to  adopt,  I  desire  to  know 
what  the  President's  opinions  on  the  subject  are,  and  what  I  am  to  say, 
if  asked,  as  I  shall  no  doubt  be,  to  state  the  basis  of  the  convention  we 
propose. 


Mr  Stevenson  to  Lord  Palmerston, 

No.  23,  Portland  Place,  April  17,  1838. 

Under  recent  instructions  from  his  Government,  it  again  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
to  address  Lord  Palmerston,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affidrs,  upon  the  subject  of  the  American  slaves  shipwrecked  near 
the  Bahama  Islands,  in  the  years  1831  and  1834,  and  liberated  by  the 
colonial  authorities. 

Having  lost  no  time  in  transmitting  to  his  Government  the  last  note  of 
his  lordship  on  this  subject,  under  date  of  the  11th  of  December  last, 
with  the  reply  thereto,  the  undersigned  has  been  directed  to  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  expressing  the  regret  with  which  the  President  ^xc.w?^& 
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the  detctminAtidn,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  adiiere  to 
the  principles  a^^rted  in  LffftA  Paltnerston'fe  first  note,  and  reaffirmed  in 
the  last  and  tb  repeat  the  assurances  heretofore  given,  that  such  principles 
can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  entirely  at  variance  with  the 
opinions  etitert^in^d  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  natural 
justice  ahd  national  latir. 

*tbe  lind^rsitped  has  likewise  been  ihstrticted  to  say,  that  from  the  posi- 
tive and  niarkra  manher  in  whfch  theiie  principles  have  been  iterated  in 
his  Ibrdship'S  last  notie,  it  is  not  deetaed  by  the  President  either  expedient 
or  neCesi^aty  to  ptolon^  the  discuission  upon  the  merits  of  the  qvestibn. 

Whilst,  h«)WeVefj  it  niti3;;be  impracticaWe  for  the  two  GoTernments  to 
agtee  in  priticiple,  it  mtlst  yet  be  apparent  that  a  strong  necessity  exists 
on  the  part  of  both  to  adopt  meajsures  by  which  the  erils  that  are  liWy 
to  arise  from  such  difference  in  opiiiion  may,  if  practicablej  be  prevented. 

The  President,  therelRrtt,  uhtvilliilg  to  abandon  the  hope  that  some 
aifabg^nlerir  htay  bfe  made  between  the  two  Governments  likely  to  prove 
adequate  to  that  object,  has  instructed  the  undersigned  to  ascertain  if  it 
will  meet  the  wishes  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  enter  upon  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  conventional  arran^ment,  providing  for  the  disposition  ot  all 
slaves  belonging  to  the  United  States  who  may  hereafter  be  carried  by 
force,  or  be  dri^tl  by  stress  of  weather,  within  the  British  colonies  proxi- 
mate to  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  With  this  view,  the  undersigned 
be^  leave  to  submit  to  Lord  PalmerstOil  a  proposition  for  this  desirable 
object,  ahd  to  express  the  earnest  desire,  on  the  part  of  his  own  Govern- 
ment, for  its'  feariy  and  fkvdrtible  consfderafion  by  that  of  her  Mfejesty^. 

In  the  Wean  time,  it  is  proper  to  eay  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Stttles,  aTixi()us  to  avoid  any  thih^  that  tni^ht  tend  in  the  dightedt  degm 
to  disturb  the  amicable  reiatiotis  betweeh  me  t#o  coirntries,  and  adhering 
ia  the  mbder^tion  by  which  the  Ahiericah  Gt)Vemthekit  h«Lve  uniibmty 
been  guided,  will  abstain  from  taking  any  measures  for  the  security  ol 
the  rights  and  property  of  its  citizens,  which  the  recent  decision  of  her 
Majesty's  Qo^emrrient,  and  the  absence  6f  any  artanjrerhent  on  the  ^kject, 
tnight  refrdei-  proper,  tirttil  ah  oppottuftfiy  ishair be  afforded  of  ascertainig 
the  vie\vs  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  iti  relation  to  the  pif^position  wM«h 
the  undersized  has  been  aiithdHzed  to  tnake,  aftd  whtehh^  ifiowbastbe 
honor  of  submitting. 

The  undersigned  persuades  him^li  that  Lord  Palmerston  will  see  io 
this  proposition,  not  only  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  President,  to 
acJtjust  this  matter  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  but  a  willingness  and 
desire  to  meet  her  Mfetjefety^s  Gitoverfitaent  on  some  ground  of  accommoda- 
ti(Hi  consistent  with  the  true  interests  and  honor  of  Both  nations. 

In  the  confident  e^pectatibH  of  beitig  fEvored  with  an  early  decisioD 
of  her  Meji^^^  Goverfrment  on  thi^  sutijecft,  the  (ikidersigtfed  seksasthe 
occasioh  ot  T^^\^mg  to  Lord  PfelthetWbh  a^utmiiCes  hS*  dfaitoguMed 
c6]^id%rati6(n. 

A.  8TK9fiNS0ff. 
ITie  Sight  Him.  Lord  ViSCoittt  PALBtEft^aw,  ^c. 
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Mr  Stevenson  to  Mr,  Fbrsytk. — {Extract) 

Legation  of  the  UnitePiStatxs, 

London,  Jkto}/  5,  1838. 

•*  ♦♦♦♦«»♦»» 

I  also  enclose  his  lordship's  answer  to  the  proposition  contained  in  my 
note  of  the  1 7th  of  April  in  relation  to  a  conventional  arrangement  bistween 
the  two  Government  on  the  subject  of  our  slaves.  ^ 

Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr  Stevenson. 

FoRKiaN  Office,  4i^  ^)  1838. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  was 
addressed  to  him  on  the  17th  instafit  by  Mr  Stevenson,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
upon  the  subject  of  a  proposal  for  like  negotiation  of  a  conventional  arrang- 
ment  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  all  slaves  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
who  may  hereafter  be  carried  by  force  or  be  driven  by  stress  of" weather 
within  the  British  colonies  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ooasts  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  undersijgned  loses  no  time  in  assuring  Mr  Stevenson  that 
this  proposal  shall  be  brought  without  delay  under  "the  consideration  of 
her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr  Stevenson 
the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

PAI^MBRSTON. 

A  Stevem«on,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^^c.,  4*^. 


Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr  Forsyth, — {Extract,) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  28,  lb38. 

Sir:  In  my  dejpatch  of  the  5th  instant,  number  48, 1  forwarded  to  you 
Lord  Palmerston's  first  note  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  convention  ;  since 
which,  I  have  received  from  him  a  second  note,  a  copy  of  which,  with  my 
answer,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  communicating. 

Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr,  Stevenson* 

Foreign  Office,  May  19,  1838. 

ThB  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  Slate  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  iias  to  slate  to  Mr.  Stevension,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Pleoipotenliary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
eruoient  have  had  nnf|er  consideration  the  note  which  w^  addressed  to 
the  undersigned  by  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  17th  of  April,  1838,  with  the 
view  ot  ascertaining  whether  it  will  meet  the  wishes  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  enter  on  the  negotiation  of  a  conventional  arrangement, 
providing  fnr  the  disposal  of  slaves  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  who 
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may  hereafter  be  carried  by  force  or  driven  by  stress  of  weatlier  within  tlie 
British  colonies,  which  are  near  to  the  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not,  at  present,  see  hoW  any  conventional 
arrangement  conid  be  formed  for  the  purpose  contemplated  in  Mr.  Steven- 
son's note ;  but  they  feel  that  it  would  be  premature  to  pronounce  any 
opinion  on  that  question  until  Mr.  Stevenson  shall  have  had  the  good- 
ness to  give  a  more  definite  explanation  of  the  nature  of  the  proposal  which 
he  is  prepared  to  make. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Ste- 
venson the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  EJsq.,  ^e.,  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr.  Stevenson  to  Lord  Palmerston. 

No.  23,  Portland  Place,  May  22,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  by  I-oid 
Palmerston,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
under  date  of  the  19th  instant,  in  answer  to  one  from  the  undersigned  ot 
the  17th  April  last,  in  relation  to  a  conventional  arrangement  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States^  on  the  subject  of  shipwrecked  slaves  in  her 
Majesty's  colonies. 

The  undersigned  will  not  fail  to  communicate  to  his  Government  a  copy 
his  lordship's  note,  and  to  take  immediate  steps  to  place  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment in  possession  of  the  views  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
character  of  the  anticipated  convention. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Lord  Palmerston  assurances  of  his  distiu- 
gnished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

Lord  Viscount  Palmerston.  ^c,  ^*c.,  4*c. 


Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  4,  1638. 

Sir:  I  received  last  week  your  despatch  (No.  43)  communicating tlw 
President's  views  in  relation  to  the  proposed  conventional  arrangement  wiih 
Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  such  American  slaves  us  may  hereafter  be 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  or  other   unavoidable  contingencies  within 

Ti      •      •      I  1*1  A.  Tifll  ^»  •  1         •  •  •!  m     •  »l_ 


negotiate 
the  President. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON. 
John  Forsyth,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State ^  Washington. 


S4K  C***I 

Mr.  Stevensoit  to  Mr.  Fatsyth.-T-{^Bxtract.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londofi,  July  21, 1838. 
Sir  :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  ad- 
dressed to  Lord  Palmerston,  m  pursuance  of  instructions  contained  in  yonr 
despatch  Nq.  43,  on  the  subj^l  of  the  proposed  arrangement  for  the  dis- 
posal pf  American  slaves  in  British  colonies.  To  this  note  no  answer  has 
yet  been  received,  nor  do  I  expect  one,  until  after  the  adjournment  of  Par- 
liament, which  will  take  place  about  the  middle  of  August 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Lord  Palmerston. 

No.  23,  Portland  Place,  My  10, 1838. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  of  acquainting  Lord  Viscount  Pal- 
merston, her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs,  • 
that  since  the  receipt  of  his  lordship's  note  of  the  29th  of  May,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  conventional  arrangement,  providing  for  the  disposal  of  American 
slaves  in  British  colonies,  he  has  received  instructions  from  his  Government, 
whicli  enable  him  to  give  the  information  desired  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the  proposed  convention  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  accordingfy,  has  the  honor  of  informing  Lord  Palmer- 
ston that  the  views  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  on  this  subject 
would  be  partially  realized  by  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  hor  Majesty's 
Government  to  refrain  from  forcing  liberty  upon  such  American  slaves  as 
may  hereafter  be  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other  unavoidable  contin* 
gency,  within  British  colonial  ports  near  the  United  States. 

This  object,  it  is  believed,  might  be  efiected,  without  any  collision  with  the 
British  laws,  supposed  to  be  applicable  to  the  subject,  by  restricting  their 
operations  entirely  to  ttrra  firvna^  and  inhibiting  the  landing  of  foreifipi 
slaves  at  any  port  or  place  within  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  colonial  authorities 
of  those  islands. 

In  cases  of  imperious  necessity,  where  a  landing  was  unavoidable,  the  ne* 
groes  might  be  placed  in  a  fortification  or  other  place,  under  military  com- 
mand, for  temporary  safe-keeping,  until  the  owner  could  provide  the  means 
of  their  re-shipoo^nt.  without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave,  therefore,  to  inform  Lord  Palmerston,  that 
should  her  Majesty's  Government  be  disposed  to  entertain  the  proposition 
for  a  convention  on  this  basis,  or  any  other,  by  which  the  local  authorities 
of  the  British  islands  near  the  American  continent  would  be  prevented  from 
improperly  interfering  with  this  species  of  property  belonging  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  he  will  be  prepared  to  negotiate  and  conclude  such  an 
arrangement  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Palmerston  to  accept  renewed  assurances  of 

his  distinguislied  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  ^*c. 
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JUr.  JSiebih9on  to  Mr.  fbtsytk.—{Eslfacts.) 

LnsGA^ioK  o**  THE  United  States, 

London^  November  5,  1838. 
«  •  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

My  precedWig  d^^nrtve^  trill  have  informed  you  of  the  steps  taken  to 
adjhsttthf^  caii^s  df  the  «f  O^tnei^  and  "  Encomium."  My  last  note,  furnish- 
ing the  rtiforrttetion  and  staternents  called  for  by  ilie  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
v^hs  in  Pebrtiaty,  and  daring  my  absence  Lord  Palmerston's  reply  was 
received.    A  copy  of  it  I  hav^  now  the  honor  to  transmit. 

«  «  ♦  «  #  ♦ 

I  immediately  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  Lord  Paimerston's  note,  and 
inform^  Kiift  that  I  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  replying  to  it. 


1 1  t»t 


L6td  Palmersfi&n  io  Mr.  StisvensoH. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  September  13,  1838. 

The  tmd&yslg^ied,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
A Aiys,  has  fbe^hotior  to  aeqimidt  Mr.  Stevenson,  Envoy  Esttraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  he  has  re* 
ferred  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  Treasury  the  note 
#hich  Mr.  Stevenson  addressed  to  him  on  the  8th  of  February  last,  together 
v^ixh  the  stateitient  therein  coniained,  of  the  number  and  value  of  the  slaves 
landed  from  the  American  vessels  "Comet"  and  "  Fincomium,"  shipwinecked 
n^r  the  BaharMa  islands,  and  liberated  by  the  British  colonial  authorities 
there. 

Their  lordships  having  duly  considered  these  papers,  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  undersigned  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Stevenson  the  view  which  her 
Majesty's  Government  have  taken  of  the  claim  preferred  by  the  AmericaD 
Government  for  compensation  to  the  owners  of  the  negroes  in  qtiestion. 

Mi*.  Stevenson,  in  his  note  of  the  8ih  of  February,  remarks,  that  '<  besides 
the  value  of  the  slaves  at  the  port  of  destination,  damages  or  interest  from 
the  lime  of  their  seizure  will  constitute  a  part  of  the  compensation  claimed, 
upon  the  principle  th^t  a  just  indemnity  in  such  cases  must  indlude  act 
only  the  return  of  the  property  lost,  (if  to  be  had,)  or  its  value,  (if  not.) 
but  compensation  for  the  detention,  in  the  shape  of  damages- or  interest;" 
that  since,  however,  damo^s  cannot  be  ascertained  in  cases  like  the  present, 
"  interest  will  be  received  in  lieu  thereof,  as  a  part  of  the  indemnity  agreed 
to  be  mode  ;  and  that  it  will  therefore  be  expected  that  to  the  value  of  the 
slaves  at  the  port  of  destination,  the  interest  will  be  added  from  the  time 
ol  the  seizure  of  the  slaves  to  that  of  payment,  together  with  the  actual 
expenses  incurred  and  paid  by  the  owners  and  their  agents  at  Nassau,  in 
consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  her  Majesty's  colonial  authorities." 

From  the  statements  enclosed  in  Mr.  Stevenson's  note,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  number  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  ihe  "Comet"  was  165,  and  that 
their  average  value  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  to  which  the  vessel  was 
destined,  was  computed  at  600  Spanish  dollars  each  ;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  slaves  wrecked  on  board  the  "  Encomium"  was  46,  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  whom  is  computed  at  34,575  Spanish  dollars.    On  this  valua- 
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tion,  interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annnm  is  claimed,  on  the  pfinciple  advanced 
by  Mr.  Stevenson,  from  the  lime  of  seizure  to  that  of  payment,  with  the 
amotfnt  of  eitpenses  incurred  by  the  owners  of  these  negroes  and  their 
agents,  in  consequence  of  the  seizure. 

Upon  this  representation,  the  undersigned  has,  in  the  first  place,  t04>b- 
serve,  that  the  mimberofslavesfor  whom  compensation  is  claimed  is  natu- 
rally taken  by  Mr.  Stevenson  from  the  accounts  which  he  has  received  of 
Che  immber  embarked  on  board  the  vessels,  and  afterwards  shipwrecked  at 
the  Bahamas.  But  it  woukl  appear  by  the  official  reports  received  by  her 
Majesty's  Government  from  the  colony,  at  the  time  the  transaction  occur- 
red, that  eleven  of  the  slaves,  Wrecked  in  the  '^Oemet/'  escaped  fVom^the 
vessel  which  hmught  themtb  Nassau,  and  got  amiy  from  the  eusiody  of 
their  owners,  before  the  others  were  seized  by  Che  officers  of  customs ;  and 
that  one  of  the  slaves  finomtbe  "  Oomet'*  and  ten  ^f  those  firom  tlie  "  Enco- 
miim^'  returned  to  America  with  thehr  vespeciive  owners. 

The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Stevenson  will  at  once  ad- 
mit  that  these  22  slav'es  should  be  excluded  from  the  nmnber  for  which 
compensation  is  claimed;  the  eleven  first  mentioned,  liecatise  being  at 
large  as  fugitive  slaves,  they  were  not  included  in  the  seisure,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  be  fl^  objects  of  a  claim  arising  out  of  the  alleged  undue  in- 
terference of  the  British  ftmctionaries  on  that  occasion,  and  the  remaining 
twelve,  because  their  owners  can  obviously  have  no  dttim  on  account  of 
slates,  of  whom  they  actually  retained  possession. 

The  number  of  slaves,  therefore,  for  wiiomconrpensolion  can, in  the  opin- 
ion of  her  Majesty's  Government,  be  claimed,  is  153  in  the  case  of  the 
"  Come/"  and  35  in  the  case  of  the  "  Enoondnm?^ 

With  regard  to  the  principle  on  which  Mr.  Stevenson  is  of  opinion  that 
the  amount  of  the  indemnification  should  be  calculated,  the  undersigned 
has  to  observe,  that  the  loss  to  the  owners  is  estimated  by  Mr.  Stevenson 
with  reference  not  to  the  actual  value  of  the  slaves  at  the  time  of  ship- 
wreck, but  to  the  probable  price  which  might  have  been  obtained  for  them 
if  ihcy  had  arrived  in  due  course,  and  in  a  healthy  state,  at  New  Orleans, 
ded  destination  of  both  these  vessels ;  and  that  the  claim,  there- 
fore, includes  ail  tiie  anticipated  profits  oi  the  adventnrers. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  reasonableness  of 
this  proposition.  It  has  been  indeed  admitted,  that  the  owners  of  these 
negroes  have  a  claim  for  compensation  to  the  extent  of  the  injury  they 
have  sustained  by  the  erroneous  proceedings  of  tiie  offieer%pf  ber  Majesty^s 
customs  at  the  Bahamas;  butif  those  officers  liad  not  so  interfered,  the  own- 
ers would  still  have  had  considrarriDlediiBcuhieB  toconiend  with  ;  and  even 
if  they  had  succeeded  in  transferringtheir  slaves  to  another  vessel,  and  in 
removing  them  from  the  port  of  Nassau,  they  would  still  have  been  liable  to 
all  the  further  risks  and  expenses  of  the  voyage  to  New  Orleans. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  not,  therefore,  preparKd  to  admit  that  the 
^timnted  value  of  the  slaves,  bad  they  arrrived  at  New  Orleans,  can  lie 
taken  as  the  actual  loss  of  the  owners,  which  ought  rather  to  be  calculated 
according  to  the  value  of  tfae^ves  at  the  places  from  which  they  were 
originally  shipped ;  ami  this,  iu  the  opiuion  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
is  The  only  criterion  by  which  the  amount  of  compensation  due  for  the 
iTijury  can  be  fitirly  a^jccrtained. 

In  the  next  place,  her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  acquiesce  iu  the 
specific  demand  made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  for  interest  at  six  per  cent,  for  ija^- 
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ment  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  owners  or  their  agents  in  prosecuting 
their  applications  for  the  recovery  of  the  slaves  who  had  been  |ilaced,  by 
the  accident  of  shipwreck,  in  a  position  to.  act  aa  free  agents,  under  the 
protection  of  British  laws. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  however,  in  arranging  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation, will  be  ready  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  delay  which  has 
occured  in  the  settlement  of  those  claims,  and  they  will  not  object  to  allow 
the  ordinary  note  of  interest  from  the  7th  of  January,  1837,  the  date  at 
which  the  claim  for  soiue  compensation  in  respect  to  the  slaves  of  the 
*'  Comet"  and  ^'  Encomium"  was  first  admitted. 

Although  no  reference  is  made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  to  any  -  eyidence  re- 
specting the  value  of  the  slaves  at  the  ports  from  which  they  were  em- 
barked, her  Majesty's  Government  presume  that  the  documents  in  his  pos- 
session may  afford  soma  information  on  this  head;  and  entertaining aa 
anxious  wish  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  hj 
coming  to  an  early  agreement  on  the  subject  of  these  claims,  they  have  di- 
rected Mr.  Rothery  to  inspect  and  examine  the  documents  and  evidence  ia 
Mr.  Stevenson's  possession. 

The  undersigned  begs,  therefore,  to  acquaint  Mr.  Stevenson  that  Mr. 
Rothery  will  he  instructed  to  attend  to  such  arrangement  in  regard  to  the 
time  and  mode  of  executing  this  duty  as  Mr.  Stevenson  may  think  proper 
to  notify  to  the  undersigned. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Steven- 
son the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

PALMERSTOiX. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq.,  d^^c,  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr.  S^evetison  to  Lord  Palmerston, 

No.  23,  Portland  Place,  Ociober  30,  1S38. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  had 
the  honor,  on  his  return  to  London,  to  receive  the  note  addressed  to  him  by 
Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affiiirs,  under  date  of  the  iSth  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the*  claims 
for  American  slaves  shipwrecked  on  the  Bahamas,  in  the  <'  Cornet^'  and 
<^  Encomium,"  aad  liberated  by  the  authorities  thereof. 

It  is  with  not  less  surprise  than  regret,  that  the  undersigned  now  iearos 
from  Lord  Palmerston's  note  the  grounds  upon  which  her  Majesty's  Govero- 
ment  seem  disposed  to  adjust  these  claims.  As  he  cannot  acquiesce  either 
in  the  correctness  or  justice  of  the  principles  assumed  by  the  1  «ords  Com- 
missioners of  her  Majesty's  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  number  or  value  of 
the  slaves  liberated,  or  the  period  of  time  from  which  the  interest  ought  to 
commence,  and  more  especially  as  the  decision  has  been  made  without  an 
examination  of  the  body  of  evidence  taken  on  the  part  of  the  claimants, 
and  which  was  proffered  as  far  back  as^  February  last,  the  undersigned  begs 
to  acquaint  •Lord  Palmerston  that  he  will  deem  it  proper  to  avail  himself  of 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  reply  to  his  lordship's  note,  and  place  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  claims  for  indemnity  rest  vfeirly  before  her  Majesty's 
Government. 
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rhe  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  reneurto  l^rd  Palmenton  assurances 
of  his  high  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  4*^.,  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — {Extract.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  6 ^  1838. 

#  «  •  «  «  «  «  « 

I  found,  also,  on  my  return,  an  answer  from  Lord  Palraerston  to  my  note 
of  the  10th  of  July,  on  the  subject  of  the  conventional  arrangement  I 
was  authorized  to  submit,  for  the  disposal  of  our  shipwrecked  slaves  in 
British  colonies.  A  copy  of  his  lordship's  note  is  enclosedj  with  my  reply. 
You  will  see  their  refusal  to  negotiate  on  the  subject  announced,  in  the 
most  unqualified  manner. 

Lord  Palmerslon  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  September  10,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acquaint  Mr.  Stevenson,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  America,  that  her  Maj- 
esty's Government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note  which  Mr. 
Stevenson  addressed  to  the  undersigned  on  the  10th  of  July  last,  on  the 
subject  of  the  convention  which  Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  instructed  to  pro- 
pose on  the  part  of  the  United  Suues.  in  order  to  provide  for  the  disposal 
cf  slaves  who,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  be  driven  by 
stress  of  weather  within  the  British  colonies. 

Rlr.  Stevenson  says  in  that  note  that  the  views  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  on  this  subject  would  be  partially  realized  by  an  agreement 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  refrain  from  forcing  liberty  upon 
such  American  slaves  as  may  hereafter  be  driven  by  stress  of  weatiier,  or 
by  other  unavoidable  contingency,  within  the  British  colonial  ports  near 
the  United  States ;  and  Mr.  Stevenson  thinks  that  this  object  might  proba- 
bly be  accomplished  without  any  collision  with  the  British  laws,  by  re- 
stricting the  operation  of  those  laws,  as  bearing  upon  this  matter,  to  the 
terra  firma  ;  and  by  prohibiting  the  landing  of  foreign  slaves  at  any  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  authorities  of  such  colonies. 

Mr.  Stevenson  further  suggests,  that  when,  in  any  case  of  absolute 
necessity,  such  slaves  may  have  been  landed,  they  might  be  placed  under  a 
military  guard  for  safe  custody,  until  their  owners  should  be  able  to  pro- 
vide means  for  their  re-shipment. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  tostate,  in  reply  to  these  suggestions,  inthe 
first  place,  that  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  any  slave  who  is  brought  into  a 
situation  in  which  the  choice  of  freedom  is  placed  within  his  reach  can 
require  the  employment  of  force  to  induce  him  to  avail  himself  of  that 
choice,  and  to  emancipate  himself  from  bondage ;  and  that,  consequently, 
an  engagement  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  net  to  force  liberty  upon  Amftt- 
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ican  slaves,  wduld  appear  to  assume  a  preference  to  slaver;  on  the  part  of 
such  persons,  which  is  scarcely  consistent  with  the,  known  principles  of 
human  natnie.  But  the  undersigned  has  further  to  observe,  that,  even  on 
such  an  assuniplion,  an  enga^ment  of  Ihis  kind  is  wholly  nnnecessary, 
because  there  is  nothing  in  the  British  law  which  forces  a  slave  to  quit  a 
master  with  whom  he  is  desirous  of  remaining. 

The  British  law  secures  to  every  man  the  free  exercise  of  his  own  will, 
with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  his  own  self;  but  it  imposes  no  force  in  that 
respect.  The  law  gives  to  a  slave  his  freedom ;  but  if  the  slave  thus  set 
free  shouJd  of  his  own  accord  piFofer  to  return  to  another  country  with  his 
master,  aod  thi^e  to  re^iume  his  condition  of  slavery,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  law  of  England  to  prevent  him  from  doing  sa  For  the  law  is  protec- 
tive and  not  compulsory. 

But  it  would  be  impossible  to  propose  to  Parliament  a  law  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  away  from  American  slaves,  who  hc^ve  come  within  the 
British  dominions,  the  right  of  suing  out  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;  or  for 
the  purpose  of  prohibiting  a  British  court  from  issuinffsucha  writ  in  favor 
of  such  a  slave,  or  from  ordering  the  discharge  of  such  slave,  if  his  deten- 
tion should  appear  to  be  illegal. 

Such  a  law  would  be  so  entirely  at  variance  with  every  principle  of  the 
Britijsh  constitution,  that  no  Government  could  venture  to  propose  it  to  Par- 
liament, and  no  Parliament  would  agree  to  adopt  it. 

With  respect  to  the  second  suggestion  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  undersign- 
ed has  the  honor  to  state,  that  to  confine  the  operation  of  British  laws  to  the 
terra  firma  and  to  declare  that  such  laws  should  not  extend  to  the  harbors 
of  British  eolonial  seaports,  would  be  to  dispart  not  merely  from  the  law  of 
England,  but  from  the  general  law  of  nations:  and  would  involve  conse- 
quences so  extensive  in  their  possible  operation,  that  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
meat  would  on  that  ground  aloee,  independently  of  all  otl)er  considers^tions, 
feel  themselves  precluded  from  accediog  to  such  a  proposition. 

The  law  of  nations  draws  no  distinction  between  the  land  of  a  country 
and  the  waters  within  its  jurisdiction  ;  and  the  principle,  ujpon  which  those 
waters  are  assimilated  in  this  respect  with  the  land,  is  too  important  to  be 
lightly  abandoned. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Stevenson's  third  suggcsstion,  that  American  slaves, 
landed  by  unavoidable  necessity  within  a  British  colony,  should  be  placed 
for  temporary  safe  custody  under  a  military  guard,  the  undersigned  has 
also  to  express  his  regret  that  such  an  arrangennent  would  be  Uable  to  in- 
surmountable ot^ectioiis. 

In  the  first  place,  a  duty  of  that  kind  would  be  so  repugoant  to  e?e^ 
feeling  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  British  army,  that  her  Majestfs 
Government  would,  in  any  case,  he  extremely  unwilling  lo  call  upon  htf 
Majesty's  troops  to  per£:)rm  it;  and,  in  the  next  place,  it  is  doubtful 
wheth«rthe  troops  coiild  beso  employed  consistently  with  the  lawnowin  force 
for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade ;  and  her  Majesty's  Government  could 
not  propose  to  Parliament  the  repeal  of  that  law. 

These  are  the  difficulties  which  stand  in  the  way  of  such  a  convention 
as  Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  instructed  to  suggest;  but,  in  addition  to  the 
foregoing  observations,  the  undersigned  would  beg  to  remark,  that  if 
Great  Britain  woxe  to  conclude  such  an  arrangement  with  the  United 
States,  she  could  assign  no  good  reason  for  refusing  to  make  a  similar  one 
with  France,  with  Spain,  with  Portugal,  with  Denmark,  and  with  Sweden; 
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and  the  British  Goverament,  whose  great  aim  for  a  long  course  of  years 
has  been  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave  trade,  and  to  set  an  example  of*  the 
abohtion  of  shiYery,  would  thus  be  led  into  a  series  of  compacts  of  a  di- 
rectly opposite  tendency  ;  wouid  seem^  on  a  sudden,  to  have  changed  her 
course;  and  after  having,  by  an  exertion  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
world)  abolished  the  condition  of  slavery  within  her  own  dominions,  she 
would  be  found  abrogating  fundatraental  principles  of  law,  national  and  in- 
temationalj  for  the  purpose  of  upholding  in  other  cDuittries'the  very  sys- 
tem which  she  haa  herself  made  such  sacrifices  to  destroy  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  British  Crown. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  lo  Mr.  Staven- 
9on  ttee  ttssuraiioe  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 

A*  Sti^venson,  Esq; 


•i^m^.tmm^'^mm 


Mr.  iSievmson  td  Lord  Pahnersttm, 

Nd.  23,  FOR-ix^iirD  Placg,  Cktt>bir  30)  1838. 

The  utid^rsigtied,  Milristet  Plenipotentiary  flrotti  the  United  States,  has 
the  honor  to  ackno^tedge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Lord  Viscount  .Pal- 
metston,  her  Majesty's  Frincipat  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  un- 
der date  of  the  lOtb  ultitno,  in  answer  to  the  one  ffom  the  undersigned  of 
thte  lOtli  of  Jdly,  upon  the  subject  of  the  convention  which  he  had  been 
authorized  to  propose  to  her  Majesty^  Government,  providing  for  the  dis- 
posal of  such  Artieridftn  slaves  as  might  be  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into 
British  cotonies. 

1t*he  explicit  and  uliquatlfied  manner  la  which  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
tt«^t  have  afmotlfneed  its  unwilliflgness  to  enter  into  any  conventional 
artatigetnetit.  oti  this  subjeict  witfl  that  ofthc  fJnltetf  Smtes,  tenders  it  inex- 
pedient that  the  tmd^lgn<ed  ishotild  press  the  discussion  at  this  time  any 
further.  He  has,  therefore,  the  honor  to  acquaint  Lord  Patmerston  that  hp 
wfll  itnmWIfeitfely  communicate  his  lotdship's  note  to  his  Government,  from 
wht)m  it  witl  dotibrtes$  receive  the  consideration  which  its  importance 
tterits. 

TPhie  undersigned  avaiHa  hinfiself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Lord  Pal- 
merston  assurances  of  hts  high  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

1^6  Rt.  Hon.  Lotd  Tt.  PAX^MtensroN,  ^c,  $*c 


IStr.  SievemmtoMr.Pfirsyih.'^Elttract) 

Legation  x>t  the  tTNitBo  States, 

LonddHt  December  1^  1838. 

1  QQw  tnosoail  a;  i^op^  oi  m^  'reply  to-  Lord  Paknetrauvi's  last  note  in  the 
cases  o£  tho  <<  Ooniet"  wA  '<  BMMoami"  which  was  forwarded  ki  lay 
disqiKMcb  of  Ihe  6ch  of  Novemhor. 
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Mr.  Stevenson  to  Lvrd  Palmerslon. 

No.  23,  Portland  Place,  December  \^  1838. 

The  niidersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipolentiaiy 
from  the  United  States,  having  considered,  with  the  attention  which  their 
nnportance  merit,  the  objections  contained  in  the  last  note  of  Lord  Yiscount 
Palmerston,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afftdrs, 
relative  to  the  claims  for  indemnity  in  the  cases  of  the  *'  Comet"  and  "En- 
comium," has  now  the  honor  of  communicating  to  his  lordship  the  obser- 
vations to  which  his  note  has  given  rise. 

Before  proceeding  to  do  this,  however,  it  may  not  be  unimportant  that  the 
undersigned  should  briefly  advert  to  the  previous  proceeding  which  have 
taken  place  in  relation  to  these  claims  ;  the  more  especially,  since  it  appears 
that  a  decision  has  been  made  on  all  of  the  important  points  afl^ting  the 
rights  of  the  claimants  without  an  examination  of  the  evidence  called  for  by 
the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  which  the  undersigned  was  not 
only  prepared  but  desirous  to  have  submitted. 

By  these  proceedings  it  will  appear  that,  as  far  back  as  the  6th  of  No- 
vember, 1837,  a  note  was  addressed  by  the  undersigned  to  Lord  PjJmer- 
ston, informing  him  that  he  had  received  the  evidence  as  to  the  number  and 
value  of  the  slaves  on  board  the  "  Comet"  and  "  Encomium,"  and  was  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  under  the  limitations  con- 
tained in  his  note  of  the  12th  of  May  preceding.  This  note  was  acknow- 
ledged by  one  from  his  lordship  of  the  23d  of  November,  1837,  in  which 
the  undersigned  was  informed  that  the  subject  had  been  referred  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  whose  decision  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  ior 
final  settlement  should  be  communicated  as  soon  as  it  was  received. 

On  the  27tli  of  January,  1838,  a  second  note  was  received  from  Lard 
Palmerston,  (referring  to  the  one  to  the  undersigned  of  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber,) stating  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  were  desirous 
of  examining  the  evidence  in  possession  of  the  undersigned,  as  to  the  uuoi- 
ber  and  value  of  the  slaves  for  which  indemnity  was  claimed.  That  their 
lordships  had  also  expressed  a  wish  to  be  furnished  with  an  abstract,  show- 
ing the  number^  description^  and  value  of  the  slaves,  together  with  a  memo- 
randum containing  the  evidence  in  support  thereof;  and  further,  that  their 
lordships  proposed,  on  receiving  these  two  papers,  to  depute  competent  per- 
sons to  inspect  the  documents,  and  report  the  evidence  which  they  afforded 
in  corroboration  of  the  value,  and  other  particulars  comprised  in  the  state- 
ment. The  undersigned  was  accordingly  requested  to  furnish  the  state- 
ment and  note  desired  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly on  the  8th  of  February  succeeding.  He  was  authorized,  therefore, 
in  expecting  that  suitable  persons  would  have  been  deputed  for  the  purpose 
of  performing  this  duty ;  and  with  a  view  to  hasten  its  accomplishment,  he 
made  repeated  applications  in  person,  through  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, urging  the  importance  of  immediate  action  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, ancj  the  increased  injury  from  delay  to  the  claimants.  The  un- 
dersigned felt,  moreover,  the  importance  of  an  early  adjustment  of  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  fixed,  in  order  that  suitable  appropriations 
to  meet  it  might  be  asked  from  Parliament  before  its  adjournment 

In  this  state  of  the  negotiation,  it  was  not  without  some  degree  of  surprise 
and  regret  that  the  undersimed  received  the  information  contained  in  his 
lordship's  last  note,  that  a  decision  had  been  made  by  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
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jmrnent,  without  any  examination  of  llie  evidence  which  had  been  called 
or,  and  which  he  was  prepared  and  desirous  to  have  submitted  whenever 
in  opportunity  should  have  been  afforded  for  the  purpose.  It  appears, 
moreover,  that  this  decision  has  been  made  upon  reports  received  by  her 
Majesty's  Government  from  its  colonial  functionaries,  of  what  is  alleged 
oak  place  in  the  colony  at  the  time  of  the  shipwreck  ;  and  with  the  exis- 
lence  of  which  the  undersigned  has  now,  for  the  first  time,  been  made  ac- 
luainted.  That  a  decision  affectino:  so  deeply  the  rights  of  the  claimants 
should  have  been  made  under  such  circumstances,  was  certainly  not  to 
lave  been  anticipated.  With  these  preliminary  observations,  the  under- 
signed will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  grounds  upon  which  this  decision 
[las  been  made,  and  the  objections  contained  in  his  lordship's  note. 

They  are  of  a  threefold  character : 

fHrsL  As  to  the  number  of  the  slaves  for  whom  indemnity  is  claimed. 

Secondly.  Their  valuation  ;  and 

Thirdly.  The  question  of  interest  on  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be 
made. 

And  firstj  as  to  the  number  of  slaves  seized  and  liberated  : 

It  is  objected  to  compensation  being  made  for  twtnlytwo  of  these  slaves, 
upon  the  ground  that  eleven  of  those  who  were  on  board  the  "  Comet"  es- 
caped from  the  vessel  and  the  custody  of  their  owners  before  the  remainder 
tvere  seized  by  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and  were,  of  course,  to  be  re- 
garded as  fugitives  not  under  the  control  of  the  colonial  officers ;  and  that 
len  of  those  from  the  "  Encomium,"  with  one  other  from  the  "  Comet," 
jid  not  remain  at  the  Bahamas,  but  returned  to  the  United  States  with 
their  respective  owners.  Hence  it  is  maintained,  that  these  twenty4wo 
:)ught  to  be  excluded  from  the  number  for  whom  com'pensation  has  been 
claimed.  It  further  appears  that  this  statement  is  made,  first,  upon  the 
authority  of  the  report  of  the  colonial  functionaries,  and,  secondly,  upon 
the  presumption  that  the  number  has  been  taken  from  the  reports  of  those 
jriginally  shipped  from  the  United  States  and  not  from  the  evidence  of  the 
iictiial  number  that  were  seized  and  liberated.  Now  it  is  proper  to  say, 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  are  mistaken  in  supposiiig  that  these  claims 
rest  upon  any  such  foundation.  Far  from  it.  They  are  made  upon  un- 
doubted evidence,  not  only  of  the  number  of  slaves  originallv  embarked  in 
I  he  United  States,  but  of  those  who  were  actually  seiz^  and  liberated  and 
lost  to  their  owners.  It  was  this  evidence  which  was  offered  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  is  now  in '  the  possession  of  the  undersigned  ;  to 
the  more  important  parts  of  which  he  begs  leave  briefly  to  advert. 

First.  From  the  oridnal  protest  of  the  captain  of  the  Comet,  taken  un- 
ier  oath  in  Nassau  on  tne  20th  of  January,  1831,  it  is  in  proof  that  all  the 
slaves  of  the  Comet,  one  hundred  arid  sixty  five  in  number,  were,  in  fact, 
in  the  custody  and  under  the  control  of  the  colonial  authorities.  That, 
although  eleven  of  the  slaves  escaped  from  the  vessel  to  the  shore  before 
the  seizure  was  made  of  those  who  remained  on  board,  yet  these  eleven 
were  afterwards  taken  possession  of,  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  finally  liberated. 

Seeorid.  In  the  Royal  Gazette  of  the  12th  of  January,  lS31,the  circum- 
stances of  thp  shipwreck,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  slaves  were  brought 
Into  Nassau,  are  fully  detailed.  In  the  same  paper  of  the  16th,  it  is  also 
stated  that  eleven  escaped  to  the  shore  on  the  first  and  second  night  after 
the  vessel  was  in*  port,  and  afterwards  found  their  way  to  the  Governmeut 
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house,  from  whence  they  w^re  sent  to  the  police  office,  and  subsequently 
committed  to  the  workhouse ;  ''  (he  whole  bUfig  under  ihe  consideraiion 
and  detention  of  the  aistom^hotise  oJicersJ'^ 

Third.  The  Colonial  Goverument,  in  their  application  to  Lord  Goderich, 
speak  of  the  authorities  of  Nassau  having  seizsed  thecargo  of  slaves  without 
any  reservation ;  and  it  is  not  presumable,  that  in  an  offi^'ial  despatch  they 
would  have  omitted  to  mention  the  eleven^  if  they  had  not  been  included 
in  the  original  seissure. 

Fo9irth.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the 
subject  of  these  slaves,  sets  forth  the  circumstances  ot  their  shipwreck,  aad 
the  number  that  were  seized,  and  expressly  states  th^t  th^  eleven  wbo 
made  their  escape  to  the  shore  were  sifter  wards  taken  into  custody  by  the 
proper  authorities,  and  lodged  in  the  Nassau  workhouse. 

Pifth.  In  an  official  copy  of  the  procj9edH)gso|tbe  instance  court  of  Yice 
Admiralty,  it  is  expressly  admitted  that  the  i|(i5  slaves  wereiin  the  custody 
of  the  offices  of  the  colofiky,  and  subject  lo  their  orders* 

^Sixlh.  But  if  there  could  be  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  it  would  at  ooee 
be  dissipated  by  the  offiqialstatei9eat  of  the  LieiH^nant  Goveruor  of  the 
colony,  03  late  as  Marehi  I831,1a  whioh  h#  expra^sly  statea,:  tbal^  the  whole 
of  the  one  hundred  and  sixKy-five  slaves,  the  cargo  of  th^  <'  C&met,"  (with 
the  exceiption  of  two  or  thcee^)  were  tb^en  in  the  colony  saining  their  live- 
lihood. The  report  will  be  found  tefejrred  to.  in  Lord  ilowiok's  letter  tp 
El  J.  Lock,  ofthe  L$th  of  Jane,  1831.,  a  copy  of  whhph  is  among  the  deeih 
ments  in  the  possession  of  the  undersigned. 

So  much  for  the  fugitive  slaves?  from  the  "  Cromet." 

l^et  us  now  see  what  the  facts  are  in  relation  to  the  eleven  who,  it  is  al- 
leged, returned  with  their  owners  to  the  United  iStalei. 

The  captain  and  passengers  ofthe  <<  Encomiuaa^"  in  their  depositioi» 
taken  m  Nassau,  expressly  prove  that  the  slaves  were  ajlseized  inrtheoaoie 
of  her  Jtf city's  QoYersment,  liberated,  and  told  to  go  about  their  business. 
Their  statement,  is  oorioborated  by<  the  testimony  of  the  American  comil, 
who  speaks  pairticulariy  of  the  laodiof  and  ajqanunatioQi  avkd  afnys  nottag 
of  any  Jiaving  Detmtned  to  the  United  States. 

Tiaie  e videacOi  thoo,  in  relation  to  the  t^^eni^  i%H»  slaves,  is  ^  eiear  asd 
coft<^sive  that  it  is  uniieeeasary  in  the  argument  to  do  more  than  reter  to 
it.  The  msult  of  ito  exaiuwttion  can  be  non^  other  than  a  cosqpleta  coo- 
vietion,  thatef  the  twenty4?wo  slaves  for  which  adeduction  is  elaimed,  tlwe 
eiiljr  eaa  be  so  oMtned,  and  as  to  these  e^m^  some  dotibts  npay  be  enter- 
tained. It  beeoeses  in^poctam,  then,  to  ascertain  upon  what  g^rounds  de 
slatem&nt  has  been  made  to  her  Mi^esty's  (^eyemment,  that  eleven  vere 
fugiftivres,  net  uufcler  the  ctHitrol  and  dineolim  o<  the  Qok>niid  aathodtin, 
er  t^tehpen-etimTB  retui»ed  u>4he  United  States.  If  her  Migesty's  Gffh 
emment  are  in-  poiseasimv  of  evideaoe  to  ingf«aph  tfeat  of  tlie  elaiowits  en 
these  p«^nt8,  amd  sustain  the  objection,  it  is  respectfiAUyasl^  that  it  n^r 
tM^e(shibiied,and  until  this  siMtiU  be  done,  the  proofe  on  the  part  of  the 
€ilain)oQt»  muflit  he  fegsdrded  ais  cencluai  vie. 

Upon  the  second  point,  relative  to  the  vftl^tt^m  of  lihe  sl^fve^  ani  the 
plaee  at  which  it  shall  bo  fia^,  peeler  diffioillUyiii^JieiadqEiUted  ta  exist 

It  is  true  that  lihe  undersign^,  isb^bis  ivHefof  thi^3theCSr<te]|^  1^ 
suggiested  iim  propriety  of  fixinir  the  valnation  at  the  city  ef,  Nmr  Orleaoi, 
ahe  fert  of  destination,)  ibustaad  of  ihat^  original  embartoMm  at  smfm^ 
Tluar^e wasadopteibyr himasicoi&AOteiiLf «Q^^    i»imifi iiu<» lUid^r 
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the  peculiar  circumstances,  highly  equitable  and  just.  IxK^eedj  if  that  rule 
had  been  assented  to  by  her  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  value  of  the 
slaves  at^ew  Orleans  adopted,  it  would  not  have  been  a  just  compensation 
to  the  ovVners  for  the  loss  of  their  property. 

These  individuals,  it  should  be  remarked,  are  not  dealers  in  slaves,  but 
cotton  and  sugar  planters,  removing  their  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  using 
their  labor  upon  valjuable  estates  in  the  fertile  regions  of  the  Mississippi. 
By  the  seizure  and  liberation  of  their  slaves,  they  were  ijot  only  deprived 
of  the  reasonable  profits  apd  fruits  which  they  had  a  just  right  to  expect 
from  the  labor  of  those  slaves,  but  some  of  the  owners  were  forced  to  incur 
very  heavy  pecuniary  losses,  in  consequence  of  existing  contracts  which 
they  had  entered  into,  and  which  they  were  deprived  of  the  means  of  ful- 
fillmg  by  the  seizure  and  loss  of  their  property. 

The  fair  value,  then,  of  the  slaves  in  New  Orleans  would  have  fallen  far 
short  of  the  actual  loss  and  injury  which  they  sustained  by  the  improper 
and  illegal  interference  of  the  British  authorities.  Tl^e  undersigned  wa^, 
therefore,  justified  in  suggest^pg  the  pari  of  destination  as  the,  place  for 
fixing  the  valuation.  Such,  it  is  believed,  might  still  be  maintained,  not 
only  upon  principles  of  justice,  but  under  the  sanction  of  the  decisions  of 
British  courts,  sitting  under  the  law  of  nations. 

Should  her  Majesty's  Governmept,  however,  determine  to  adhere  to  its 
decision  on  this  point,  the  undersigned  will  not  permit  it  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  an  adjustment,  but  will  be  prepared  to  agree  to  a  fair  valuation  of 
the  strives  at  the  time  of  their  seizure  ^nd  liberation,  as  the  only  other 
alternative  which  he  is  at  liberty  to  adopt. 

Thirdly.  The  last  and  ramaining  question,  is  that  of  interest  on  the  esti- 
mated vame  of  the  slaves,  and  the  time  from  whence  it  should  accrue. 
Thiit  the  claimants  have  the  same  right  to  interest  on  the  value  of  these 
slaves  that  they  have  to  the  value  of  the  slaves  themselves,  and  that,  too, 
frpqi  the  period  of  their  seizure  and  detention,  is  a  proposition  which  the 
undersized  would  not  have  deemed  it  either  necessary  6r  proper  to  discuss, 
if  i^e  did  not  understand  the  decision  of  her  Ijilajesty'g  Government,  com- 
municated in  Lojrd  Palmerston's  note,ae.asserinff  directly  the  contrary  doc- 
trine. Regarding  such  a  decision  upon  principle  as  oi  imxch  higher  im- 
portance wan  even  the  pecuniary  mterests  which  it  involves,  the  under- 
^iffliod  ieds  it  incumbent  oxx  him,  in  dissenting  wholly  from  the  ground^ 
t^ea  by  her  ])(l£^esty's  Government,  to  give  the  subject  a  more  particular 
^jutmii^ticm  than  he  should  otherwise  have  felt  it  needful  to  do.  He  begs 
^y^e,  therefore,  to  wbmit  to  Lord  Palmerston's  consideration  the  following 
^g^^nts,  whi^h  be  has  endeavored  to  make  as  concise  as  he  flatters  him- 
1^  jtfeey  vviU  be  foupd  to  be  conclusive  and  satisfactory. 

In  the  first  plac€^  it  becomes  Important  to  ascertain  the  general  principle's 
^I^iph  f^X^i  rightfully  to  govern  the  ^epiiion  of  this  question,  and  on 
^H^ucli  it  must  rest^  The  Tollowipg  are  assumed  by  the  undersigned  43 
incontrovertible: 

J.  Thflt  wbenoFer  the  payccient  of  money  is  the  first  and  direct  duty  to 
be  perforinpd^eitber  l^inaividuals  or  fetajtes,  interest  follows  as  the  necc^- 
^^popsegu^uoe  pi  the  non  performance  of  the  duty,  it  being  regarded  by 
1^1  n^cfus  ^  tne  safest  and  \^i  rule  to  ascertain  the  requisite  mdenmil^ 
^  {^^,^fiij(ijTeyer  for  not  receiving  the  benefit  which  the  performance  pf  the 
4u^y  flf  paying  the  principal  wpiild  ha,ve  bestowed  upon  him. 
,    ,4      ' 
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2. 'That  if  the  duty  to  be'  performed,  however,  be  not  the  payment  of 
money,  but  the  performance  of  some  collateral  act,  that  is,  the  restitution 
of  property,  (other  than  money.)  then,  in  lieu  of  interest,  damages  are  awarded, 
and  these  damages,  together  with  the  property  to  be  returned;  are  to  con- 
stitute the  indemnity  of  the  sufferer  for  the  loss  he  may  have  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  non-performance  of  this  duty. 

3.  That  the  measure  of  these  damages  will  be  the  probable  fruits  or 
profits  which  miffht  have  been  derived  from  the  property  or  thinff  detained, 
during  the  period  that  the  duty  of  restoring  it  was  not  performed. 

4.  That  if  restitution  of  the  property  cannot  be  made,  by  reason  of  its 
loss,  or  from  any  other  cause,  then  its  value  may  be  estimated  in  money, 
and  this  equivalent  will  stand  in  the  place  of  the  thing  itself,  and  when  re- 
duced to  a  pecuniary  standard,  interest  upon  the  equivalent  is  allowed  in 
lieu  of  the  fruits  ana  profits,  and  flows,  as  in  other  cases  of  money  not  paid, 
as  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  non-performauce  of  the  duty  of  restr- 
ntion. 

5.  That,  although  under  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  ihe  United  States, 
it  is  admitted  that  in  transactions  between  individuals,  interest  eo  ffomint 
woiild  not  be  due  on  unliquidated  demands  of  a  nature  purely  and  exclu- 
sively pecuniary^  except  from  the  period  of  their  liquidation,  yet  it  is 
equally  true  that  by  those  laws,  when  reparation  is  sought  for  the  loss  of 
property,  (in  cases  like  the  present,)  the  nature  of  the  property,  together  with 
an  equivalent  for  the  use  of  it^  from  the  commencement  of  an  illegal  deten- 
tion, is  always  allowed.  And  even  in  contracts  purely  pecuniary,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  interest,  which  is  receivable  in  aH 
cases  of  liquidated  debt  from  the  time  of  default  in  the  stipulated  payment. 

Tliat  these  are  tlie  principles  sanctioned  as  well  by  the  law  of  nations 
as  i!]ose  of  the  civil  and  common  law,  and  by  the  authority  of  precedents 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  a  few  leading  references  will, 
satisfactorily  show.  To  these  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord 
Palmerston. 

Gotius,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Rights  of  War  and  Peace,  treating  on  the 
subject  of  damages  occasioned  by  injuries,  and  the  obligation  to  repair 
them,  holds  the  following  lans^uage : 

'<  The  loss  or  diminution  of  any  ones  possessions  is  not  confined  to  in- 
juries done  to  the  substance  alone  of  the  property,  but  includes  eyerything, 
aflfecting  the  produce  of  it,  wl^thfer  it  has  been  gathered  or  not  If  the 
owner  himself  had  reaped  it,  the  necessary  expense  of  reaping,  or  of  im- 
proving the  property  to  raise  a  produce,  must  also  be  taken  into  the  accoont 
of  his  loss,  ana  form  part  of  the  damages.  These  damages  are  to  be 
computed,  too,  not  according  to  any  actual  gain,  but  according  to  the  reason- 
able expectation  of  it."  (Campbell's  Grotius,  2  vol.  19fr-6.) 

So  again :  «  The  person  to  whom  any  ihm^  is  ceded  by  a  treaty  is  en- 
titled to  the  produce  and  fruits  of  it,  from  the  time  the  cession  onirht  to  hafe 
been  made."  (Vid.  360,)  . 

And  again  :  "  If  things  are  to  be  restored  by  virtue  of  peace,  the  profibi 
should  also  be  restored  from  the  day  of  cession."    (Vol.  6,  s.  1224.) 

Such,  too,  is  the  rule  of  the  civil  law.  "  If  he  who  has  borrowed  money 
fails  to  pay  it  at  the  term,  he  will  be  bouncj  to  pay  interest  firom  the  time 
that  a  legal  demand  has  been  made  of  it,  that  the  creditor  may  be  indem- 
nified for  the  loss  he  has  sustained  by  the  delay.  And  if  he  has  borrowed 
other  things  than  money,  and  does  not  repay  them  at  the  term,  or  doesooc 


51  [216] 

give  them  back  as  they  ought  to  be,  he  shall  pay  the  value  of  them." 
(Domat.  B.  1.     Tit  6.  s.  314.) 

"And  if  he  who  owes  thfese  kind  of  things,  and  does  not  pay  them  at 
the  term,  or  their  value,  he  ^ill  be  liable  for  the  interest  on  the  foot  of  their 
estimation,  reckoning  from  the  time  the  creditor  made  the  legal  demand." 
(Ibid.  s.  7.)  "  So  whoever  owes  money,  on  the  score  of.  loan,  or  on  any 
other  account,  owes  for  all  manner  of  damages,  if  he  does  not  pay  it,  only 
the  interest  that  is  settled  by  law."  (Ibid.  vol.  I.  B.  3.  s.  5.) 
'  'Iq  all  cases,  therefore,  where  fruits  or  profits  would  be  allowed,  together 
with  the  sji^bject  or  properly  producing  them,  if  money  be  given  as  the 
compensation  or  equivalent,  interest  followed  of  course  vvcerajructum 
sustinere,  and  fruits  or  profits  were  awarded  in  every  case  of  wrongful 
detainer. 

Hence  the  Roman  law,  and  the  codes  derived  from  it,  provided,  "  That 
in  case  a  vendee  was  evicted  of  his  property,  he  should  have  the  right  to 
demand : 

"  1st.  The  restoration  or  its  value ;  2d.  fru'ts  or  profits  :  and  3d,  dimagrs 
and  interest  with  all  expenses  incurred."  (Pothier,  No.  118,  123,  128,330. 
Code  Napolean,  Li  v.  3.  s.  6.  article  1630.) 

The  British  courts  of  common  law  have  likewise  uniformly  professed  to 
give  compensation  for  injuries,  whether  arising  *'c.r  cmitracliv^  or  ^^  tx 
delicio,^^  aliliou:rh  the  remedy  is  often  insufficient  to  repair  fully  the  injury 
sustained,  by  the  (aihire  to  place  ihe  party  in  the  same  situation  Jie  wa«  in 
before  the  iTreach  of  contract.  Bhickstoiie  therefore  declares,  "that  since 
it  is  a  maxim  thdt  ^Itx  iieminem  coq'U  ad  vanv  sea  i/frpossiOiliuj  it  con- 
tents itself  with  returning  not  the  thni«:  iiself,  but  a  [)ccuniary  equivalent 
to  the  parry  injured  by  givinjr  him  satisfaction  in, dama£:es." 

So  Lord  Tliurton  (in  1st  Vezey,  s.  C2)  says  :  '•  It  is  the  constant  practice 
at  Guildhall  (1  do  not  speak  from  my  own  experience,  but  from  conversa- 
tions I  have  had  with  the  judges  on  the  subject)  either  by  the  contract  or 
in  diunages  to  give  interest  upon  any  debt  detained,"  and  in  that  particular 
case,  the  decree  was  made  in  conformity  wilh  that  principle.  And  in 
another  case  the  same  eminent  judge  declared,  "that  all  contracts  to  pay, 
undoubtedly  give  a  right  to  interest  from  the  time  the  principal  ought  to  be 
paid."    {2  Brown's  C.  C.  3.) 

It  may,  however,  be  objected  that,  as  the  amount  of  the  compensation  in 
these  cases  was  never  liquidated  so  as  to  enable  her  Majesty's  Gover*iment, 
by  paying  the  value,  to  absolve  itself  from  the  charge  of  interest,  therefore 
such  interest  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  except  from  the  period  when  the 
claim  was  admitted.  There  might  probably  be  some  force  in  such  an 
objection  when  applied  to  accounts  current  and  other  transaction^  purely 
pecuniary  in  their  character,  and  where  the  amount  to  be  paid  was  urf- 
certain,  and  could  not  readily  be  ascertained,  though  even  such  cases  we 
have  the  authority  of  Lord  Thurton  in  saying  that  it  was  the  constant 
practice  in  England  to  allow  it,  and  such  is  also  the  practice  in  the  United 
States.  But  at  up  period,  and  in  no  civilized  country  of  modern  times, 
has  interest  ever  been  refused,,  even  in  accounts  current  and  unliquidated, 
where  the  delay  of  payment  has  been  long,  or  under  oppressive  circum- 
stances. It  has,  moreover,  never  been  refused  in  claims  like  the  present, 
where  a  money  equivalent  has  been  substituted  as  a  compensation  for  pro- 
perty wrongfully  withheld,  and  for  which  the  party  had  agreed  to  make 
reparation.    If  these  slaves  had  not  been  seized,  and  the  colonial  ofiice.rs 
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had  performed  their  duty,  these  claims  Would  never  have  arisen.  Beca:tfse 
these  officers  have  mistaken  their  duty,  sh^ll  their  mistake  be  allowed  to 
operate  to  weaken  or  destroy  the  claimants'  just  right  to  indemnity  ?  if, 
then,  her  Majesty's  Government  had,  in  January,  1857,  returned  to  their 
owners  tire  slaves  so  long  detained,  instead  of  their  value,  would  it  not 
also  have  been  bolind,  upon  every  priT>ciple  of  justice  and  equity,  to  hate 
returned  their  fruits  and  profits  for  the  seven  years'  detenftioti?  and  by 
agreeing  to  accept  an  equivalent  in  money  for  the  slaves,  is  not  tfhe  money 
to  stand  in  the  place  of  the  slaves',  and  interest  on  it  to  be  given  instead  of 
the  fruits  6r  profits  of  the  slaves  ?  Nor  can  the  uncertainty  and  delay 
which  have  taken  place,  »as  to  the  amount  of  th«  compensation  to  be  paid, 
be  allowed  to  operate  to  the  injury  of  clainiants.  By  whom  has  it  been 
caused  7  Certainly  not  by  the  claimants.  It  was  the  reluctance  or  ina- 
bility on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  return  the  slaves  which 
they  were  bound  to  restore,  which  induced  the  Grovernmerit  of  the  United 
States  to  agree  to  the  uncertain  compensation  proposed,  in  lieu  of  the  slaves 
themselves.  Great  Britain  cannot,  therefore,  justly  urge  this  uncertainty, 
produced  by  her  own  act,  or  that  of  her  functionaries,  in  diminution  of  the 
demands  of  the  claimants  for  indemnification  for  wrongs  admitted  to  have 
been  done  in  violation  of  their  just  rights  of  property.  Interest  then  is 
demandable  not  only  in  cases  where  it  is  an  incident  to  debt,  but  for  iti- 
juries  done  to  the  creditor  by  the  debtor. 

Let  us  now  see  howfar  these  principles  have  been  enforced  and  illos- 
trated  by  the  authority  of  precedents,  and  more  especially  by  British  courts 
sitting  under  the  law  of  nations. 

tJiider  the  6th  and  7th  articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  J^ndon  m 
November,  1794,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  interest  was 
allowed  to  th^  claimants  by  the  board  of  commissioners  which  was  consti- 
tuted under  the  provisions  of  that  treaty.  It  is  true  that  the.  sixth  article 
provided  for  debts  of  a  pecimiary  character^  to  which  interest  attached  as 
an  ordinary  incident;  but  the  7th  article  provided  for  a  class  alto^ther 
similar  to  the  present  claims.  It  was  intended  to  afibrd  indemnification  to 
citizens  of  the 'United  States,  for  property  taken  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
nations  by  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  likewise  to  subjects  of  Britain 
for  like  injuries  committed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  But  there 
was  in  fact  no  just  discrimination  between  the  two  articles.  The  princi]^ 
was  the  same  in  both,  and  simply  this:  that  he  who  is  entitled  to  the  thiaff, 
is  entitled  to  the  use  of  it,  and  that  an  injury  done  to  the  one  right,  as  cleany 
and  justly  establishes  a  claim  to  indemnity  as  in  the  case  of  the  other.  Andif 
interest  be  an  incident  usually  attendant  on  the  delay  of  the  payment  of 
debts,damages  are  equally  an  incident  attending  the  withholding  an  article  of 
property,  and  when  reduced  in  the  shape  of  damages  they  are  always  given 
with  a  liberal  hand.  It  is,  then,  a  mitigation  of  the  usual  incident  of  dam- 
ages for  the  detention  of  property,  to  establish  a  fixed  and  equimble  rule 
of  interest  as  the  equivalent.  If  there  could  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  principles 
upon  which  iHe  board  of  commissioners  acted  under  this  treaty,  it  will  at 
once  be  removed  by  the  declaration  of  the  British  commissioner.  Sir  John 
Nicoll,  who  composed  part  of  the  board  under  the  seventh  arUcle  of  the 
treaty  of  1794.  His  words  are :  "  To  reimburse  the  claimants  the  original 
cost  of, their  property  and  all  the  expenses  they  have  actually  incurred, 
together  with  interest  on  the  whole  amount,  would,  I  think,  be  a  just  and 
adequate  compensation.     This,  I  believe,  is  the  measure  of  compensation 
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usually  made  by  all  beliigBrefnt  naliofid  for  toises,  cost6,  and  deaOMtffSs  oeca- 
sioned  by  iUegai  catftutes." 

Such,  like^tri^,  w^  the  opinion  of  Sit  William  Scott  in  tha  ctm  of  Ih^ 
Acteon,  on  a  full  retiew  of  the  whole  ^tritie.  .  Tliat  waa  the  case  of  an 
American  ship  captured  eiHA  htttnt  by  a  British  tesiiel  of  war  at  seav  ^^ 
the  question  was,  what  was  the  due  meadure  of  retttotfoti  to  Iha  party 
making  out  a  claim  to  property  d^frdjAeid  by  edptotn  1  In  that  case  ihb 
judge  said :  <^  This  question  arises  on  the  adt  of  destvudtknl-  of  a  Valuable 
ship  and  cargo  by  one  of  his  Majesty^  cruisers.  On  the  part  of  the  claim- 
ants restitution  has  been  deman<led,  and  there  cafn  be  no  doobt  they  ai^ 
entitled  to  receive  it.  Indeed,  1  uindeMMd  that  it  is  neit  now  opposed  bv 
the  captor  himself,  bctt  it  remains  to  be  settled  how  feet  it  is  to  becariioo. 
The  natural  rtile  is  that  if  a  party  be  unjjeistly  ddnrivdd  of  hia  property,  he 
ou&rhr,  as  neigrly  as  possible,  to  bd  placed  in  tho  satiie  state  thai  he  was 
before  the  deprivation  took  place.  Technically  speakii^g  he  is  entitled  to 
resiHiftUm  with  costs  ttnd  damages.  Neither  does  it  make  any  difference 
whether  the  party  inflicting  the  injury  has  act^  from  improper  motives  or 
otherwise,  if  the  captor  has  been  guilty  of  no  improper  coodnec^  but  has 
'  act^d  from  error  and  mistake,  the  snfibriug  party  is.  nevertheless,  entilldd  to 
-  full  compensation,  provided  he  has  not,  by  nis  own  condtict^  odotriibttted  to 
the  loss.  The  destruction  of  the  property  by  the  caplors  may  have  been  a 
meritorious  act  townrds  their  own  Government,  but  still  the  person  to 
whom  the  property  beton^g^  may  be  a  sufferer.  As  to  him,  it  is  an  injury 
for  which  he  is  entitled  to  redress  from  the  party  Who  indicted  it ;  and  if 
the  captor  has,  by  the  destruction,  conferred  a  benefit  upon  the  pnblid,  he 
must  look  to  his  Government  for  indemnity.  The  loss  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  fall  on  the  snflferer."  He  further  said  :  "  I  beg  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  do  not  mem\  to  throw  any  impiitation  upon  the  conduct  and  charac- 
ter of  Captain  Capell,  (the  captor,)  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
due  measure  of  restitution  to  the  claiumnts." 

Now  this  case  and  the  one  under  considemtion  are  entirely  anala^us. 
In  the  one,  the  property^  which  was  the  subject  of  deprivation  was  hship ; 
in  the  other,  slai^es  ;  a  difference  which  can  make  no  change  in  the  result- 
ing judgment,  if  ihat  judgment  be  rightly  formed.  If  thews  staves  had 
been  captured  at  sea  and  liberated,  we  see  that  a  British  conrt  of  admiralty 
.would  have  prononnbed  at  least  all  to  be  due  to  Me  claimants  that  is  now 
demanded.  Surely,  then,  it  will  not  be  contended  that,  because  the  wrong 
was  committed  under  circumsti^nces  of  misfortune  and  shipwreck,  within 
British  jurisdiction  and  hospitality,  it  becan^  less  a  vn*ong,  or  is  entitled  to 
less  consideration  and  favor. 

The  general  doctrine,  then,  is  this :  that  he  who  withholds  what  he 
ovTght  to  return,  does  an  injury  for  which  be  is  bour»d  to  indemnify  the 
sufferer  j  that  the  proper  ttieasure  6{  indemnffication  is  the  thii^  which  is 
withheld,  tmrether  with  its  reasonable  fruits  or  profits  accruing  during  the 
period  that  it  is  so  withheld ;  that  if  restitution  of  the  property,  however, 
cannot  be  bad,  justice  finds  its  compensation  or  its  vtilue  as  an  equivalent, 
and  interest  on  it  is  resorted  to  as  the  best  standard  by  which  to  ascertain 
the  reasonable  profits  of  money. 

lidt  these  principles  be  applied  to  the  pfesetit  claims. 

The  facts  as  to  the  shipwreck  and  seizure  are  undisputed.  It  is  admitted 
that  it  was  done  in  the  name  of  her  Majesty^s  Government,  id^  by  its  colo- 
nial functionaries,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  their  illegal  interferencs,  the 
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slaves  were  wholly  lost  to  their  owners.  Hence  arose  a  perfect  obligatioo 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  restore  the  slaves,  with  just 
indemnity  for  the  loss  of  their  services  whilst  detained  ;  or  if,  from  moral 
or  physical  causes,  restitution  should  be  impossible,  then  their  full  value  in 
money,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  seizure  until  that  of  afijustment 

'Such  is  believed  to.be  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  first  decision,  as  to 
the  hberty  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  indemnify  the  claimants. 

In  Lord  Palmerston's  note  under  date  of  the  7th  of  January,  1837,  com- 
municating this  decision,  it  is  admitted  that  the  claims  in  the  cases  of  tl^ 
"  Comet"  and  "  Encomium"  "were  well  founded,"  and  that  the  rule  which 
had  been  adopted  for  their  adjustment  was,  "  that  those  claimants  should  be 
considered  as  entitled  to  compensation,  who  were  lawfully  in  possession  of 
their  slaves  within  the  British  territory,  and  who  were  disturbed  in  the 
legal  possession  of  them  by  the  functipnaries  of  the  British  Government^ 
And  in  his  lordship's  second  note  he  declares : 

"  That  her  Majesti/s  Government  will  make  compensation  for  anjf  «^ 
jury  the  owners  of  these  slaves  might  be  proved  to  have  sustained  from 
the  interference  on  thepart  of  the  colonial  authorities?^  It  will  be  remarked 
that  compensation  or  indemnijication  is  to  be  made  for  the  injuries  which 
the  claimants  may  have  actually  sustained. 

Now  what  do  the  words  compensation  and  indemnification  mean  ?  They 
are  technical  terms  of  the  civil  law,  and  frequently  occur  therein.  Like  all 
other  of  its  terms,  they  have  been  defined  by  jurists,  and  their  true  signifi 
cation  in  Englisjp,.  is  just  the  same  with  that  used  in  the  public  law. 

Grotius,  speakm^  ot  the  subject  of  compensation,  observes  :  "  By  the 
right  of  compensatfon,  when  instead  of  a  thing  which  belongs  or  is  due  to 
us,  but  which  we  cannot  specifically  have,  we  take  another  which  is  worth 
as  much  from  him  who  will  not  return  us  our  property,  or  pay  what  he 
owes  lis."  And  he  adds :  "  As  rigorous  justice  cannot  always  obtain  pre- 
cisely what  we  have  a  right  to  demand,  it  seeks  for  an  equivalent,  which, 
according  to  moral  estimation,  is  considered  ns  the  same  thing."  And  Felice, 
in  his  Code  deL'Humanite,  speaking  of  indemtiity,  says :  <•  Indemnity  sig- 
nifies, in  general,  that  which  is  rendered  to  any  one  to  prevent  his  siistaio- 
ing  any  damage." 

All  English  lexicographers  concur  in  bestowing  tipon  these  terms  similar 
signification.  They  can,  therefore,  only  mean,  as  well  according  to  their 
etymology  as  their  legal  sense,  security  against  loss,  and  just  recompense; 
and  this  is  strictly  in  accord  with  the  prniciples  and  analo^es  of  justice, 
when  taken  in  reference  to  injuries,  which  always  imply  just  indemeifi- 
cation. 

What,  then,  it  may  respectfully  be  ask^,  is  just  indemnification  forsuch 
a  wrong  as  that  which  is  admitted  to  have  been  perpetrated  in  (he  oaiae 
and  by  the  authority  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  upon  these  innocent 
claimants?  Is  it  the  reparation  of  one-half  of  the  wrong?  Can  it  be  any 
thing  less  than  reparation  for  the  whole  wrong?  Would  the  meagre  re- 
turn of  the  value  of  these  slaves  at  the  time  of  their  seizure  and  liberation, 
with  interest  on  that  value,  seven  or  eight  years  afterwards,  be  considered 
a  just  indemnification  ? 

If,  inde^,  an  injury  can  be  said  to  be  justly  redressed,  wfiich  is  onlylwlf 
redressed,  then  would  such  a  decision  be  right ;  but  if  an  injury  is  only  re- 
dressed when  the  redress  is  commensurate  with  the  whole  extent  of  th* 
injury,  it  must  be  wrong.    Such,  at  least,  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion 
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of  Sir  William  Scott  and  Sir  John  Nicoll,  when  they  declared  "/Aa/  the 
full  value  of  the  property  seized^  and  all  the  expenses  actually  incurred^ 
together  with  interest  on  the  value  from  the  time  the  injury  was  commit^ 
ted  to  that  of  adjustment,  coidd  alone  be  considered  as  just  and  equitable 
compensation^ 

Nor  would  full  interest  on  the  value  of  the  slaves  during  the  whole  period 
of  their  detentioti  be  an  adequate  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  their  services  to 
their  owners.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  any  rate  of 
interest,  however  high  or  however  compounded,  would  be  an  equivalent  for 
the  value  of  such  slaves  as  those  are  proved  to  have  been,  employed  in 
productive  agriculture,  or  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton,  for.  which 
they  were  almost  exclusively  intended,  in  one  of  the  finest  and  richest  soils  in 
the  world.  This  consideration  alone  is  calculated  to  enforce  and  illustrate 
the  &ct  of  how  unjust  and  inadequate  any  compensation  must  be  which 
should  profess  only  to  give  the  value  of  the  slaves  without  an  equivalent 
for  the  fruits  or  profits  of  their  services  for  the  whole  period  of  their  deten- 
tion, and  which,  the  undersigned  must  again  repeat,  would,  as  money,  ha<re 
more  than  doubled  the  original  value  of  the  slaves. 

Unless,  then,  it  can  be  shown  that  one  nation  or  individual  can  deprive 
another  ot  the  use  of  property  for  a  gfiven  time,  and  although  returned  unin- 
jured,  not  be  bound  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  its  use,  it  cannot  be  main- 
tained that  interest  does  not  follow  the  principal,  &nd  that  in  cases  Ukethe 
one  under  consideration,  the  claimants  are  not  only  entitled  to  demand  the 
full  value  of  their  slaves,  but  interest  on  that  value  from  the  [time  of  its  de- 
tention to  that  of  payment.  There  may  be  cases,  and  this  is  one,  in  which, 
as  the  undersigned  has  shown,  a  just  indemnification  would  require  even 
more  than  full  interest,  to  be.  added  to  equivalent  value  of  the  property,  but 
it  is  beheved  there  is  not  one  in  which  justice  and  equity  would  be  satisfied 
with  less.  To  expect  less  from  her  Majesty's  Government  in  the  present 
case  would  be  entirely  inconsistent  with  that  character  of  justice  ana  liber- 
ality which  it  has  so  long  and  so  well  established. 

The  undersigned  prajrs  Lord  Palmerstoh  to  accept  assurances  of  his  high 
consideration  and  respect. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

Lord  Palmerston,  ^c. 
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To  the  preventioji  of  explosions  of  steam  hoUers. 


February  14, 1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Major  E.  G.  W.  Butler's  residence, 

Iberville  Parish^  La^  Janxtary  8,  1839. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  and  my  promise,  I^ow^  submit  t» 
^bu,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  my  opinions  respecting  the  generating 
and  application  of  steam  on  board  of  the  various  steamers  navigating  th^ 
graters  of  the  United  States  and  England,  and  also  the  land  engines,  boilers, 
S&c.  used  on  the  sugar  estates  in  this  State. 

In  the  first  place,  you  will  permit  me  to  give  you  my  objections  to  the 
ate  law  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  some  of  the  ol^ctionable  feature^ 
existing  under  tne  present  arrangement  for  regulatipg. steamers  navigatinr 
Nir  waters. 

The  late  law  of  Congress  for  the  safety  of  human  life  and  property  on 
[x>ard  of  steamers  navigating  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  has  som^ 
strong  objectionable  features  in  it,  and  is  very  injurious  to  the  science  of  en- 
pneering.  1st.  The  law  is  v^  lame,  and  quite  insufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose it  was  created,  from  the  siinple  fact  that  it  has  effected  no  important 
change  in  the  running  of  steamers,  by  which  they  are  rendered  more  safe 
>r  seaworthy.  2d.  Trie  same  law  establishes  the  pay  of  inspectors  at  fivf 
ioUars  for  the  inspection  of  each  engine  and  boilers.  This  pay  is  entirely 
insufficient,  «uk1  will  not  pay  the  bcMurd  of  any  gentleman  in  our  most  ini- 
poTtant  port,  (New  Orleans,)  therefore,  offices  of  inspection  will  be  generally 
tilled  by  those  who  are  inoompet^it,  and  do  not  rank  as  gentlemen,  ana 
irery  nnfortiinately  for  this  butchered  vocation,  there  are  already  too  mai^r 
rf  this  stamp  engaged  in  it 

We,  nor  no  other  people,  can  expect,  or  reasonably  hope  for  the  pros- 
perity of  any  art,  law,  or  science,  condacted  or  adnunistered  by  improper 
^ands ;  here  the  question  arises,  whether  we  have  suitable  and  learned  men 
in  our  offices  o^  inspection  at  this  time. 

If  our  Congress  had  enacted  a  law  that  no  man  should  officiate  as  an  en- 
^neer,  unless  properly  educated,  and  in  every  respect  qualified  for  that 
>^ce,  it  would  have  {nroved  infinitely  more  advantageous  to  the  country,  I 
tliink,  than  all  the  laws  that  have  been  or  can  be  made  made,  while  we  re- 
^in  in  the  business  so  many  disqualified  persons  as  we  now  have.  , 

The  offices  of  inspection  should  be  conducted  exclusively  by  some  com- 
;>etent  and  general  engineer,  who  should  be  selected  by  the  President,  or  by 
^^\>ngre8s,  upon  his  qualifications  and  qualities,  instead^af  placing  them  in 

*Iair  A  Riven,  printers. 
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the  hands  of  the  district  judges,  who  are  generally  ignorant  of  any  mecbaai- 
cal  pursuit,  and  more  particularly  that  of  engineering. 

To  take  the  regulating  of  the  application  of  steam  and  the  other  powers 
and  their  machinery  from  out  of  the  hands  of  engineers,  and  pot  them  in 
the  hands  of  judges,  is  just  as  gross  an  error  as  to  take  the  law  out  of  th  e 
hands  of  the  judges,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  engineers.     This  assertion 
I  think  no  reasonable  man  can  deny. 

Such  a  course  as  I  recommend  would  be  fruitful  of  great  advantages  to 
the  country,  and  would  most  undoubtedly  hvins  the  talented  and  virtooot 
before  the  people,  and  the  rest  would  be  compelled  to  retire ;  for,  as  rirtne 
advances,  so  vice  recedes,  and  the  only  difficulty  that  we  could  meet  with 
in  this  course,  would  be  to  establish  a  pompetent  board  of  examination  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  qualifications  of  applicants  for  the  office. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  you  may  entreat  Congress  to  do  something  cm  the  appli- 
cation of  steam,  but  nothing  more  which  would  have  a  tendency  to  injure 
this  (which  should  be  a)  laudable  vocation. 

Any  thing  that  1  can  do,  or  any  information  that  can  be  given  on  this 
subject,  from  tin  education  of  more  than  sixteen  years  close  and  perpefaal 
study,  and  a  practical  experience  ever  since  the  completion  of  that  educa- 
tion,  I  will  freely  give  at  any  time. 

In  the  United  States  we  have  no  low-pressure  steam  engines,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  we  work  altogether  high  steam.  This  assertion  will  no  doabc 
astonish  many  when  they  hear  it  at  first ;  but  the  words  low-pressure  are  de- 
rived from  an  act  of  the  English* Parliament,  ordering  that  steam  shall  not 
be  worked  over  ten  pounds  to  the  cubic  inch  within  the  English  dominioos. 
Indeed,  but  few  engines  in  England  are  required  to  work  over  eight  pounds 
to  the  inch,  in  consequence  of  a  desire  to  obtain  the  greatest  abundance  of 
power  in  their  endues  without  exceeding  the  pressure  of  ten  pounds  of 
steam  to  the  cubic  inch  in  the  cylinders  of  their  engines. 

The  difierence  between  low-pressure  engines. with  condensing  cylinders, 
and  those  with  non-condensing  cylinders,  stands  to  each  other  as  ten  does 
to  seventeen  and  a  half:  for  it  steam  is  condensed  after  its  pressure  is  ap- 
plied, say  ten  pounds  to  the  inch,  it  will  form  a  vacuum  of  seven  and  half 
pounds  to  the  inch  in  favor  of  the  engine  ;  consequently,  the  engine  has  a 
nearing  power  of  seventeen  and  a  half  pounds  to  the  inch,  instead  of  tea 
pounds  to  the  inch,  if  the  steam  be  not  condensed.  Therefore,  if  you  weie 
to  build  two  engines  from  the  very  same  patterns,  and  the  same  size  nni 
weight  in  every  particular  part,  with  the  exception  that  one  of  them  shaH 
condense  its  steam,  and  the  other  shall  not,  the  engine  condensing  its  steam, 
and  working  at  a  pressure  of  ten  pounds  to  the  inch,  will  be  equSi  in  power 
to  the  one  not  condensing  its  steam,  working  at  a  pressure  of  seventeenanl 
a  half  pounds  to  the  inch. 

The  greatest  objection  to  the  engines  generally  at  work  in  the  United 
States,  and  particularly  those  on  the  w^tem  and  southwestern  waters,  is, 
that  they  have  not  cyhnders  of  sufficient  size,  neither  in  length  nor  in  di- 
ameter. For  the  same  fires  which  are  requir^  to  supply  a  cylinder^f  fife 
hundred  inches  in  area,  and  eight  feet  in  length,  working  one  hundred 
pounds  of  steam  to  the  inch,  will  supply  acylinoer  of  double  the  area,  (one 
thousand  inches,)  and  the  same  lenjjth,  (eight  feet,)  with  fifty  pounds  of 
steam  to  the  inch.  As  a  proof  of  this,  one  solid  foot  of  steam  at  a  beanog 
of  one  hundred  jtftinds  to  the  inch,  will  fiill  a  space  of  two  solid  feet  at  a 
pressure  of  fifty  pounds  to  the  inch.    Therefore,  no  more  labor  nor  ezpenae 
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is  required  to  supply  a  cylinder  one  thousand  inches  in  area,  at  a  pressure 
of  fifty  pounds  of  steam  to  the  inch,  than  is  required  to  supply  a  cylinder 
of  five  hundred  inches  in  area,  and  the  same  length,  with  one  hundred 
pounds  of  steam  to  the  inch,  and  the  two  cylinders  are  both  equal  one  to 
the  other  in  power.  I  contend,  therefore,  that  the  cylinders  of  engines  are 
generally  much  too  small. 

I  shall  not  in  this  place  give  you  further  proof  on  this  subject,  which  can 
be  done  from  the  consumption  of  water  by  the  different  engines  ot  the  same 
power  with  large  and  small  cylinders,  but  shall  come  at  once  to  the  impor- 
tant point,  which  you  will,  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  earrieStly  im- 
press upon  the  minds  of  Congress,  and  urge  them  by  all  means  to  remove 
the  fault  which  is  the  greatest  of  all  oversights  in  the  manufacture  of  steam ' 
engines. 

This  great  oversight  is  in  not  having  sufficient  area  of  safety-valve  to 
prevent  the  bursting  of  steam  boilers  while  the  engine  is  not  performing  its 
usual  labor.  These  accidents  most  invariably  occur  on  stopping  llie  engine 
suddenly  while  the  fires  are  heavy,  and  not  having  sufficient  safety-valve 
to  prevent  the  steam  from  rising  beyond  its  usual  gauge. 

An  instance  of  a  boiler  bursting  on  a  boat  which  has  but  one  or  two 
boilers  of  the  usual  size  on  the  Mississippi  river,  is,  I  believe,  yet  unknown. 
The  fact  is,  a  boat  with  but  few  boilers  has  as  much  safety-valve  frequently  ^ 
to  secure  her  against  this  accident,  as  boats  have  which  carry  double  ths 
number  of  boilers.  It  is  very  obvious  that  a  boat  carrying  but  two  or  three 
boilers  does  not  require  as  much  safety-valve  as  those  triat  carry  eight  or 
ten  boilers.  By  way  of  comparison,  we  will  admit  the  generating  of  steam 
in  each  boiler  to  be  equal  to  the  flow  of  water  through  a  pipe  one  inch  in 
diameter  into  a  water  cistern,  which  has  at  its  bottom  two  pipes  inserted  of 
one  inch  diameter  each,  taking  the  water  off  to  prevent  the  cistern  from 
filling  with  water.  Now,  there  is  no  danger  of  the  cistern  filling  while  it 
has  double  the  capacity  of  discharging  to  that  of  its  receiving  capacity; 
but  if  you  throw  into  it  the  supply  of  an  additional  pipe,  its  receiving  ca- 
pacity is  equal  then  to  its  discharging  capacity;  but  when  you  give  an 
additional  receiving  capacity  of  two  more  pipes,  the  cistern  must  then  fill 
and  run  over,  if  there  be  no  additional  increase  of  discharging  capacity ; 
hence  the  frequent  accidents  of  bursting  occurring  from  the  incapacity  of 
steam  engine  builders. 

I  have  ascertained  from  both  theory  and  practice,  that  for  every  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  superficial  feet  of  fire  surface,  ten  cubic  inches  area  of  safety- 
valve  is  required  to  guaranty  safety  from  exploding  boilers  or  collapsing 
flues. 

I  have  not  here  given  you  the  minute  details  on  this  subject  for  two 
reasons :  1st.  It  would  be  of  no  importance  to  Congress,  but  all  improve- 
ments, (fcc,  recommended  by  me  would  in  all  probability  be  used  by  and 
accredited  to  others.  2d.  I  would  prefer  waiting  for  an  opportunity  of 
building  one  or  more  steamers,  with  all  the  improvements  and  alterations 
recommended  by  me.  In  this  way  1  would  obtain  that  confidence  which 
I  do  not  otherwise  anticipate,  as  results  are  much  more  convincing  than  the 
soundest  of  all  arguments. 

As  I  informed  you  in  December  last,  it  is  not  at  all  important  that  Con- 
gress should  know  any  thing  about  the  various  sizes,  &c.,  of  steam-engines 
in  use  orj  the  sugar  estates  iri  Louisiana,  from  the  fact,  that  if  they  were  to 
obtain  all  the  information  that  they  wished  or  asked  t^btain,  it  would  be 
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of  no  importance  whatever,  inasmuch  as  they  neglected  seekrng  all  that  part 
of  the  information  which  was  really  desirable  and  important.  Congress 
entirely  overlooked  the  bearing  of  steam  applied  to  these  engines,  whether 
momentum  or  effective  bearing ;  whether  these  engines  worked  one-half,  two- 
thirds,  three-fourths,  or  their  full  vibration  steam.  Congress  also  overlooked 
tlie  leverage  both  in  favor  of  and  against  these  different  engines. 

We  cannot  say  that  we  work  one  hundred  pounds  of  effective  steam 
while  we  have  but  one  hundred  pounds  of  momentum  steam,  for  very  many 
engines  carry  one  hundred  pounds  of  momentum  pressure  of  steam,  while 
at  the  same  time  such  engines  require  the  one  hundred  pounds  of  momen- 
tum steam  to  enable  them  to  work  seventy-five  pounds  of  effective  §team; 
for  this  reason,  nearly  all  engines  work  more  or  less  of  expansion  steam. 
When  I  say  expansion  steam,  1  wish  you  to  infer  that  nearly  all  engines 
cease  to  supply  their  cylinders  with  steam  the  full  distance  of  iheir  vibra- 
tion, but  stop  that  supply;  some  one-half  their  vibration,  some  two-thirds 
their  vibration,  and  so  on,  and  the  remainder  of  their  vibration  is  completed 
by  the  expansion  of  the  steam  in  the  cylinder  at  the  time  the  engine  ceases 
to  give  itself  any  further  supply. 

An  engine  with  one  hundred  pounds  of  momentum  steam,  supplying 
itself  with  steam  only  one-half  of  its  vibration,  we  say  that  such  engine  is 
working  seventy  five  pounds  of  effective  steam  ;  for  it  is  evident  that  when 
the  engine  stopped  its  supply  of  steam,  which  was  at  half  its  vibration,  it 
had  one  hundred  pounds  of  effective  steam ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
steam  having  to  expand  to  double  the  size  of  its  supply  in  completing  the 
remaining  half  of  the  vibration,  the  steam  being  so  doubled  in  space,  is  re- 
duced to  fifty  pounds  of  effective  steam  to  the  cubic  inch  on  the  completion 
of  its  vibration. 

The  engines  for  thp  purpose  of  rolling  sugar  eane  have  their  cylinders 
varying  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  feet  vibration,  and  some 
few  may  be  under,  and  some  few  over,  this  estimate,  and  their  cylinders 
varying  in  diameter  from  eight  to  fourteen  inches.  The  momentum  pres- 
sure of  steam  on  the  boilers  of  these  engines  varies  from  about  thirty  pounds 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  cubic  inch,  owing  to  the  leverage 
in  favor  of  the  engine  and  the  size  of  the  sugar-mill  rollers,  as  well  as  tlie 
condition  of  the  engine  and  machinery. 

1  calculate  three  thousand  pounds  total  effective  steam  in  any  cylinder 
to  be  competent  to  roll  a  sufficient  quantity  of  average  sugar  cane  to  make 
daily  twelve  thousand  pounds  of  sugar,  when  the  engine  and  machinery 
are  constructed  to  cause  the  engine  to  travel  five  hundred  feet  per  mimitc^ 
to  give  the  rollers  their  proper  motion.  And  if  this  travel  of  the  engine  is 
curtailed,  then  the  effective  bearing  of  steam  must  be  increased  in  propor- 
tion to  the  curtailment  of  the  travel  of  the  engine. 

The  boilers  of  these  engines,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  generally  from 
twenty  to  twenty-six  feet  in  length,  and  averaging  thirty  inches  in  diairjetcr, 
and  are  not  flued  ;  they  are  what  we  call  cylinder  boilers*  Two  of  these 
boilers  are  employed  to  each  sugar-mill,  and  in  a  few  instances  three,  if 
they  are  not  properly  constructed. 

The  planters  of  the  south  have  an  unwarrantable  aversion  to  flued  boil- 
ers, supposing  them  to  be  more  dangerous  than  cylinder  boilers,  which  are 
not  much  used,  and  when  they  are,  one  boiler,  say  thirty-six  inches  in 
diameter,  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  with  two  flues,  is  amply  sufficient  for 
each  sugar  mill,  and. at  a  saving  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  fuel  at  least. 
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How  it  has  entered  the  heads  of  rational  men  thai  because  a  boiler  has 
one  or  two  flues,  or  even  niore,  running  through  it,  it  is  more  dangerous  than 
one  without  the  flues  and  laboring  under  the  same  auspices,  is  very  hard 
for  me  to  conceive.  We  all  ought  to  know,  and  do  know,  that  we  have  to 
generate  a  certain  number  of  feet  of  steam  per  minute  or  second  to 
perform  a  certain  labor.  Whether  we  accomplish  this  with  three  boilers 
or  with  but  one  is,  I  presunie,  admitted  to  be  quite  immaterial,  if  we  can 
accomplish  it  at  the  sanoe  cost  and  the  same  labor.  But  when  we  use  two 
cylinder  boilers  in  lieu  of  one  flued  boiler,  we  are  compelled  to  use  more 
than  double  the  quantity  of  fuel. 

When  we  speak  of  a  boiler  bearing  100  pounds  of  steam  to  the  cubic 
inch,  many  p«3rsons  infer  from  this  assertion  that  no  one  inch  in  the  boiler 
has  a  greater  bearing  than  the  100  pounds,  when,  at  the  same  time,  a  boiler 
with  a  diameter  of  three  feet  and  four  inches  (the  usual  size  on  steamers) 
actually  gives  a  pressure  of  4,000  pounds  to  every  inch  in  the  length  of 
the  boiler  on  any  imaginary  line  throughout  the  boiler. 

In  tiiis  place  I  shall  give  you  the  strength  of  good  iron,  which  I  have 
obtained  by  the  neatest  experiments  maile  by  myself,  and  find  myself  more 
than  sustained  by  some  of  the  most  able  writers  in  England  on  this  subject. 

To  take  good  American  iron,  possessing  its  natural  caloric,  one-eighth  of 
an  inch  square,  you  will  find  it  capable  of  suspending  6,000  pounds  with 
safety,  without  breaking.  But  if  it  be  given  an  artificial  caloric  by  heating, 
it  will  fall  short  of  suspending  this  weight  in  proportion  to  the  heat  given. 
Heat  also  affects  various  kinds  of  iron  differently,  as  some  iron  is  deprived 
of  its  adhesive  power  by  heat  more  easily  than  other  kinds. 

There  are  five  different  kinds  of  iron  ore  found  to  exist  in  the  United 
States,  viz:  chromate,  sulphate,  phosphate,  arsenate,  and  tungstate,  all  of 
which  are  differently  affected  by  the  application  of  heat.  But  that  differ- 
ence is  comparatively  so  litde  that  I  shall  not  here  make  any  difference, 
but  will  proceed  to  state  what  pressure  of  steam  any  given  boiler  will  bear 
with  safety,  at  any  given  thickness. 

Any  boiler  properly  made,  of  good  iron,  whose  thickness  is  three-eighths 
of  an  inch,  will  bear  a  uniform  pressiure  of  from  9,500  pounds  to  11,000 
pounds  to  every  inch  in  length,  while  laboring  under  steam  heat  at  100 
pounds  to  the  cubic  inch. 

1  think  it  quite  useless  for  Congress  to  say  that  sleamers  shall  not  carry 
more  than  a  cettain  pressure  of  niomentum  steam,  as  the  House  of  Parlia- 
ment of  England  has  done,  without  requiring  boilers  to  be  made  of  some 
given  thibkness  and  material.  But  if  Congress  will  require  all  steamers  to 
carry  ten  inches  of  safety-valvf*.  in  area,  for  every  250  superficial  feet  of 
fire  surface,  I  will  guaranty  that  we  shall  not  hear  of  an  instance 
of  the  bursting  of  a  boiler  once  in  every  five  years,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  United  States,  if  the  safety-valves  are  permitted  to  work  clear  and  free 
of  any  inripediment  or  obstruction,  and  the  boilers  are  not  materially  in- 
jured from  excess  of  heat  while  the  water  may  be  low  in  the  boilers.  I 
here  repeat,  that  it  is  unimportant  for  Congress  to  know  anything  about 
what  at  present  is  practically  applied  in  steam  engines  and  their  boilers, 
further  than  to  be  able  to  ascertain  and  to  remove  some  known  absurdity 
in  the  manufacture  of  them ;  for  if  the  success  of  any  particular  con- 
stmcted  engine  and  boilers  is  attributed  to  their  manufacture  and  arrange- 
ment, there  are  so  very  many  counterbalancing  arguments,  both  theoretical 
and  practical,  as  well  as  so  many  various  opinions  on  the  sub^ecX^  >3cv^^^ 
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should  be  as  likely  to  do  wiiat  is  wrong  as  we  should  to  do  what  is  right, 
if  we  were  to  base  our  laws  upon  what  information  we  should  obtain 
in  this  way. 

What  I  have  here  recommended  is  perfectly  consistent  with  reason,  and 
is  self  evident :  that  if  boilers  are  capable  of  bearing,  at  any  one  time,  any 
given  pressure  of  steam  with  safety,  they  are  certainly  capable  of  bearing 
the  same  pressure  of  steam  at  any  other  time  in  like  condition,  and  the 
'  only  danger  we  have  now  to  overcome  is  to  prevent  the  steam  from  rising 
beyond  this  pressure  ;  and  upon  this  self-evident  faqt  1  ask  ihe  question, 
in  what  way  we  can  accomplish  this  object  ?  I  answer,  that  this  can  be 
accomplished  by  a  sufficient  area  of  outlet  for  surplus  steam,  which  outlet 
we  all  know  by  the  name  of  safety-valve. 

These  safety-valves  require  no  attention  whatever  when  properly  con- 
structed ;  and  whenever  the  steam  arrives  fully  at  the  pressure  of  steam 
you  desire  carrying  it,  the  safety-valve  will  commence  rising,  and,  by 
this  means,  the  steam  is  limited  or  confined  within  its  proper  pressure, 
and  cannot  therefore  cause  an  excess  of  steam,  if  the  safety-valve  be  suf- 
ficiently large  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  Many 
persons  may  contend,  however,  that  the  safety-valves  used  at  present  are 
sufficiently  large  for  the  use  they  are  intended,  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
principles  of  generating  and  exhausting  steam.  To  such  persons  1  shall 
reply,  that  I  can  burst  the  boilers  of  nearly  any  large  steamer  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  by  excess  of  steam  being  generated  while  the  safety-valves 
are  entirely  out  of  their  seats,  and  consequently  cannot  retard  the  outlet 
of  steam. 

Again :  You  may  (on  the  large  steamers  generally)  fire  your  boilers 
very  heavy  while  your  engine  is  idle,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  curtail 
your  pressure  of  steam  by  raising  the  safety  valve ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  steam  shall  increase  in  pressure  upon  the  boilers,  regardless  of  the 
safety-valve  being  open,  which  has  been  repeatedly  done.     I  shall  there- 
fore conclude  by  again  saying  to  all  concerned,  that  to  give  ten  cubic 
inches  area  of  safety-valve  for  every  two  hundred  and  fifty  superficial 
feet  of  fire  surface,  and  not  to  carry  steam  over  one  hundred  pounds 
pressure  to  the  cubic  inch  on  boilers  ihree-eighths  of  an  inch  thick,  and 
not  more  than  four  feet  in  diameter,  will  insure  to  us  all  the  safety  of  our 
persons  and  property  against  the  bursting  of  boilers.    It  might  be  as  well, 
however,  to  inspect  the  material  of,  and  workmanship  on,  all  boilers,  which 
should  be  done  by  some  competent  inspector.     One  inspector  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  Western  and  Southwestern  waters,  who  is  competent  ^ 
that  office,  who  should  obtain  some  stated  annual  salary. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  in  haste, 

LouDOiN  J.  Mccormick. 

J.  W.  Breedlove,  Es(f. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE.  UNITED  STATES. 


February  14, 1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Nicholas  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  Na  8.] 

T^c  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

John  McCartney,  report : 

That,  in  the  year  1817,  a  lieutenant  of  the  United  States  army,  acting 
under  the  orders  of  his  commanding  general,  drove  a  number  of  cattle  off 
the  Cherokee  lands,  they  being  supposed  to  be  the  property  of  the  intruders, 
who  were  at  the  same  time  expelled  from  the  Indian  territory.  These 
cattle  were  delivered  to  the  marshal  of  Tennessee,  and  by  him  sold,  although 
no  evidence  can  be  found  of  the  amount  of  the  sale  having  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury.  Although  the  petitioner  did  not  reside  on  the  Indian  lands, 
his  cattle  jvere  in  the  habit  of  ranging  on  them,  and  being  found  there  by 
the  officer,  were  driven  off  and  sold  as  stated.  The  petitioner  claims  in- 
demnity for  eighteen  head,  which  he  values  at  two  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  valuation  is  corroborated  by  several  of  his  neighbors.  No  doubt  can 
be  entertained  that  the  injury  was  sustained  ;  the  integrity  of  the  claimant, 
vouched  for  by  a  great  many  of  th&then  residents,  and  the  certificates  and 
depositidn^,  which,  though  not  as  full  and  precise  as  in  rigid  strictness 
might  be  required,  leave  no  room  to  question  the  principal  part.  Mc* 
Cartney  suffered  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  the  commanding  general, 
which  order  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  then  executive.  His  property 
was  sold,  and  the  money  received  by  the  marshal.  For  nearly  twenty 
years  he  has  petitioned  for  redress ;  and,  believing  ii  fully  sanctioned  by 
justice,  the  committee  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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3d  Session. 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


IN  COMPLIANCE 


With  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  applications  made  by  banks 

V    in  Illinois,  to  be  made  dej)osite  banks. 


February  16,  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  February  13,  1839. 

,  Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the'Senate  on  the  12th  insant, 
requiring  "  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  if 
any,  and  what,  banks  in  Illinois,  since  their  resumption  of  specie  payment 
in  May  last,  have  applied  to  be  made  banks  of  deposite,  and,  if  any,  the 
reasons  'why  not  so  made,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  enclosed 
correspondence,  marked  No.  1  to  8,  contains  the  only  applications  within 
the  scope  of  the  resolution  made  by  banks  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  together 
with  the  reasons  why  neither  of  these  banks  were  selected  as  depositories. 

Respectfully  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TYeasury, 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States^  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 


No.  1. 


Senate  Chamber,  July  7,  1838. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  •recently  received  by  me  from  Col. 
Thomas  Mather,  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  by  which  you  will 
perceive  that  he  mtends  very  shortly  to  resume  specie  payments ;  and  in 
that  event  desires  his  application  for  the  deposites  of  public  money  to  be 
considered  as  renewed.  Neither  the  principal  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches, 
have  at  any  time  issued  or  paid  out  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars,  so  tnat  they  will  be  in  a  situation  to  receive  the  deposites  immediately 
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on  the  resumption,  which  will  doubtless  be  very  shortly.     Please  inform  me 
whether  a  new  application  will  be  necessary  or  not. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.. 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  2. 


Treasury  Department,  July  9,  1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  enclosing  that  of  the  president  of  the  State  bank  of  Illinois,  in- 
quiring whether  a  new  application  will  be  necessary  on  the  part'of  that 
bank  to  enable  a  selection  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
23d  June,  183& 

After  that  bank  shall  resume  specie  payments  no  new  formal  applicatkn 
will  be  required,  but  the  information  pointed  out  by  that  law  must  be  far- 
nished  in  order  to  determine  whether  it  comes  within  its  provisions :  sach 
as  any  chan^  of  its  charter  since  the  former  application  ;  the  statenoeDts 
of  its  condition ;  whether  it  has  issued  or  paid  out  since  the  4th  of  July, 
1836,  any  bills  or  notes  of  its  own,  or  of  any  other  body  corporate,  or  in- 
dividual, of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars. 

Should  the  public  service  need  the  selection  of  the  bank,  and  the  fads 
shown  will  enable  it  to'  be  selected  under  the  law,  an  agreement  will  be 
transmitted  for  execution,  tdgether  with  a  bond  for  collateral  security. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TYeasunf. 

Hon.  Richard  M.  Young, 

Senate  of  the  United  States. 

9 

P.  S. — The  letter  of  Mr.  Mather  is  herewith  returned  to  you. 


No.  3. 


State  Bank  of  Illinois, 

Springfield,  August  14, 183a 

Sir  :  1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  bank  and  its  branches 
have  resumed  specie  paymenfs  in  AiU.  Being  now"  a  specie  pajrin^  bank, 
and  never  having  issued  or  paid  out  any  note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomioatioa 
than  five  dollars,  it  is  in  condition  to  become  a  deposite  bamk  under  tbe  ex- 
isting laws,  and  I  am  instructed  by  the  board  of  directors  to  make  applica- 
tion to  you  for  its  appointment  as  such,  and  to  express  their  willingness  to 
receive  the  public  deposites  on  the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  in  the 
act  of  June  23,  1836. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  3d  section  of  the  law  referred  to, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  statement  of  the  condition  and 
business  of  the  bank  on  the  2d  of  July,  (being  our  latest  general  statement,) 
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and  a  list  of  its  directors  ;  and  to  state  the  price  of  its  stock,  which  was,  in 
New  York,  at  our  latest  dates,  (August  1st,)  lOb  per  share,  being  6  per  cent, 
above  par.  It  is,  of  course,  worth  the  san^e  price,  at  least,  here,  the  exchange 
with  New  York  being  unfavorable.  The  Hon.  Richard  M.  Young,  in  a 
letter,  dated  Washington,  9th  July,  states  that  you  desired  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
the  Illinois  Legislature  to  increase  our  capital  stock,  and  copies  of  such  othet 
laws  as  may,  since  our  former  application,  have  been  passed  in  relation  to 
the  bank. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1837, 1  had  the  honor  to  forward  yon  a  certified 
copy  of  the  law  referred  to  in  Judge  Young's  letter,  and  I  now  transmit 
you  a  certified  copy  of  the  suspension  law,  being  the  only  act  of  the  Lefi;is- 
lature  directly  relating  to  the  bank  with  which  you  have  not  been  mr- 
nished  a  copy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  RIDGELY,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TYeasury. 


No.  4. 


Treasury  Department,  August  28,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  in- 
stant, with  its  enclosures,  making  application,  under  the  instruction  of  your 
board  of  directors,  for  the  selection  of  your  bank  as  a  public  depository, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1836.  As  that  law  expressly 
prohibits  this  department  from  selecting  any  bank,  which,  since  the  4th 
July,  1836,  has  issued  any  notes  of  its  own,  or  paid  out  the  bills  or  notes  of 
any  other  corporation  or  individual  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars, 
evidence  is  indispensable  that  such  bills  or  notes  have  not  been  paid  out 
by  the  bank  or  any  of  its  branches,  within  the  prescribed  time,  before  any 
further  steps,  shall  be  taken  toward  the  selection  of  the  bank.  I  am  there- 
lore  obliged  to  await  the  receipt  of  official  certificates  upon  that  point.  It 
may  be  proper  also  to  suggpst  that,  as  the  principal  disbursements  on  public 
account  within  the  State  of  Illinois  are  made  at  Alton,  Chicago,  and  Galena, 
it  will  be  desirable  to  know  whether^  in  case  of  the  selection  of  your  bank, 
it  will  stipulate  to  pay  at  those  points  not  only  the  sums  deposited  at  them, 
but  at  the  other  branches  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  office  ;  for  instance, 
to  pay  at  Alton  the  sums  which  may  be  deposited  on  account  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  at  the  branches  at  Vandalia  and  Springfield. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  your  reply,  containing  the  further  information  neces- 
sary, this  department  will  be  prepared  to  act  upon  the  application  contained 
in  your  letter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N.  H.  Ridgely,  Esq., 

Cashier  State  Bank  of  Illinois^  Springfield. 
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No.  5. 

State  Bank  of  Illinois, 

Springfield^  September  23, 1838. 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  28lh  ultimo  come  duly  to  hand,  and  would  have 
been  acknowledged  sooner  had  it  not  been  mislaid. 

We  had  construed  (and  still  construe)  that  part  of  the  6th  section  of  the 
act  of  23d  June,  1836,  which  disqualifies  any  bank  from  being  a  public  de- 
pository which  has  issued  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  $5,  as  apply- 
ing only  to  the  issues  of  the  bank,  and  1  stated  that  this  bank  had  not  issued 
or  paid  out  any  of  such  notes,  under  this  understanding  of  the  law.  I  regret 
to  find  that  you  construe  the  law  difierently,  as  this  bank  did  for  a  short 
time  during  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  receive  and  issue  the  small  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Illinois.  As  our  charter  forbids  the  emission  of  any  note 
less  than  $5,  we  assisted  with  reluctance  in  giving  currency  to  the  small 
notes  of  the  other  bank  ;  but  our  suspension  law  forbade  our  parting  unih 
any  of  our  specie  before  the  general  resumption,  and  the  public  convenience 
demanded  that  we  should  lor  the  time  hieing  use  these  small  bills.  The 
amount  of  them  paid  out  by  us  was,  altogether,  very  small,  but  sufiicient, 
we  presume,  under  your  construction  of  the  law,  to  prevent  the  appointment 
of  this  bank  as  a  Government  agent. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  concerning  the  places  of  disbursement,  &c.,  I 
have  to  state,  that  the  bank  is  willing  to  undertake  to  disburse  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, at  any  of  the  places  of  business,  provided  it  has  reasonable  notice 
when  the  payments  are  large  ;  and  that  it  will  always  be  prepared  to  make 
any  required  payment  at  Alton,  without  any  notice. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  RIDGELY,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  6. 

Treasury  Department,  October  11,  1S3S. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2Slh  ultimo, 
this  morning.  I  regret  to  learn  that  your  bank  has,  since  the  4th  of  July, 
1836,  paid  out  small  notes,  under  thedenomiiiation  of  five  dollars,  as  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  has  construed  the  deposite  act  so  as 
to  prohibit  the  selection  of  any  bank  which  has  paid  out  such  notes. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the   Treasury. 
Cashier  of  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  Springfield. 


No  7. 


Bank  op  Illinois,  at  Shawneetown, 

September  20, 1S3S. 

Sir  :  Aware  that,  by  the  kite  act  of  Congress,  this  bank  cannot  be  con- 
tinued as  a  bank  ot  gei\ei^\  A^^o^\\fe  fci  mv^  portion  of  the  public  moneys, 
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by  reason  of  its  having  issued  small  notes  during  the  late  suspension,  not- 
withstanding it  has  punctually  met  all  your  drafts  upon  it,  and  has  fully  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  over,  all  the  moneys  which  had  been  deposited  with 
it  under  the  act  of  June,  1836,  yet  having  understood  that  the  Treasury 
Department  has,  in  some  instances,  made  special  deposites  in  banks  subject 
to  the  same  disability,  in  respect  to  general  deposites,  as  ours,  it  has*  occur- 
red to  the  board  of  directors  of  this  bank  to  suggest  to  you  that  it  would  be 
willing  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  department,  whereby  it 
would  receive,  safely  keep,  and  pay  out  in  kind,  all  such  moneys  as  might 
be  deposited  by  the  several  receivers  at  Ka^kaskia,  Palestine,  and  this  place. 
In  making  this  application,  the  board  of  directors  desire  me  to  remind  the 
department  of  their  former  connexion  with  it,  and  to  say,  that  they  will 
undertake  to  receive  and  disburse  the  public  money  collected  at  those 
offices,  and  at  any  other  you  may  choose  to  name,  on  the  same  terms  as 
may  have  been  made  by  you  with  other  special  deposite  banks. 

They  believe  this  place  will  be  found  as  convenient  a  point  for  pub- 
lic disbursements  as  any  other  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  much  more  so  than 
any  other  in  this  State,  whether  on  the  Ohio  river  or  elsewhere. 

If  bond  and  security  should  be  required,  this  board  will  have  no  objec- 
tion to  their  former  bond  being  retained  as  such,  under  any  new  arrange- 
ment which  may  be  entered  into,  or,  at  your  option,  will  execute  the  same 
anew. 

This  application  has  been  contemplated  for  some  time,  but  has  been  now 
hastened  in  consequence  of  the  request  of  General  Rawlings,  one  of  our 
board,  and  fund  commissioner  of  this  State,  now  east  of  the  mountains,  who 
informs  us  that  he  lately  bad  a  conversation  with  you  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  (fcc, 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Preside?it. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


No.  8. 


Treasury  Departme:^t,  October  2,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo. 
I  beg  yon  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  offer  made  on  the  part  of  your  bank 
to  receive  on  special  deposite  and  pay  out  any  moneys  which  it  may  be 
deemed  advisable  to  direct  the  receivers  in  your  State  to  place  with  you. 
Should  the  amount  from  sales  increase  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  a 
special  depository  necessary  for  its  safe  keeping  and  convenient  disburse- 
ment, further  consideration  will  be  bestowed  upon  your  proposition. 
I  am,  &c.,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
^  Secretary  of  the  Treasvry. 

John  Marshall  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  at  Shaxcneetown. 


26th  Congress,  [  SEIUTE.  ]  r  o^Q  T 


NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  NBW  CASTLE,  NEW  HAM?PHfR^, 

The  repeal  of  the  leno  Memn^  a  hounty  to  vessels  engagod  in  ihe  cod 

Jishfries. 


Ptowja^lj^  15,  1839. 

Laid  fnil^e  |fblff,;«M^  ordered  to  be  prioted. 


To  the  Sefiate  and  Mouse  ^  Befrestniativts  of  the  United  iSMes  in 

Qffigress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  oitiaeDS  4>f  New  Castle,  in  the  State  of  New  Hmi^ 

sihire, 

RE3PECTFULLY   R£PAI$9i^)f7f  : 

That  said  town  contains  a  popvilation  of  nearly  one  thpvis^^,  liod  thu 
the  property  and  subsistence  of  the  town  depend  upon  the  success  of  ttie 
fisheries.. 

They  have  seen  with  rearret  and  apprehension  the  proposition  before 
Congress  to  repeal  the  law  allowing  a  bounty  upon  vessels  engaged  in  this 
branch  of  the  fisheries.  Should  this  measure  prevail,  the  effect  will  be,  as 
your  memorialists  believe,  to  break  down  the  present  mode  of  conducting 
this  important  branch  of  industry  and  to  throw  the  whole  fishing  interest 
into  confusion.  It  would  withdraw  a  large  and  efficient  portion  of  the 
men  now  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  by  placing  the  business  beyond  their 
means.  The  business,  after  being  thus  disturbed  and  thrown  out  of  its 
accustomed  chantiels,  will  settle  into  the  hands  of  large  capitalists.  This 
process  would  occasion  great  distress  to  many  individuals  without  securing 
any  corresponding  advantage  to  the  public,  as  the  lack  of  competition  wiU 
ultimately  make  the  article  of  fish  dearer  to  the  consumer  than  it  now  is. 

Wherefore  your  memorialists  pray  you  to  reject  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  allowmg  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in 
the  cod  fishing  business. 

New  CastlE)  February  6, 1839. 

Joseph  J.  Amazeen  Joshua  Bickford 

Richard  Bickford.  Benjamin  Amazeen 

John  Tarlton  William  Amazeen 
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John  T.  White 
Edward  Curd 
Thomas  Tarlton 
Edward  T.  Yeaton 
Joseph  Yeaton 
Christopher  Amazeen 
Henry  T.  Frost 
ThcHnas  F.  Foye 
Robert  White 
Thomas  Tarlton,  2d 
John  Bickford 
J.  M.  T.  Tennard 
James  N.  Tarlton 
RufusPrebble 
Edward  Martin 
John  Yeaton 
John  Amazeen 
William  Yeaton 
Benjamin  Batson 
John  R.  Yeaton 
Benjamin  White 
William  Kimean 
Henry  T.  Tarlton 
John  Martin 
Nathaniel  J.  Yeaton 
Nathaniel  White 
Theodore  W.  Frost 
William  Tarlton 
Robert  M.  White 


B.  Yeaton 
Jonathan  Liocke 
John  Tarlton,  3d 
John  Trefethen 
Benjamin  Yeaton 
William  Amazeen 
J.  W.  Bickford 
Ephraim  Amazeen 
Calvin  Davis 
Samuel  Bataon 
John  Campbell 
Zacheus  Yennard 
John  White 
Nathaniel  Baker 
Nathaniel  B.  White 
Benjamin  Curtis 
William  Wilson 
Richard  Neal 
Charles  Cole 
Nathaniel  Lear 
Alfred  Amazeen 
Philip  Yeaton 
George  Tarlton 
Benjamin  Bell 
William  B.  Amazeen 
Joseph  F.  Amazeen 
James  Hanscom 
Benjamin  Oliver 
William  B.  Gerry 


i 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  16,  1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Crittenden  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  tm  Itevolutionarp  Claims  have^  cLccording  to  order^  had 
under  amsidercUion  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Conway ,  de- 
ceasedy  and  report : 

That  the  petitioners  allege,  that  their  ancestor,  Henry  Conway,  served  as 
an  officer  (captain)  during  and  to  the  end  of  the  revolutionary  war;  and  they 
claim,  therefore^  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  tot  life,  to  which 
they  assert  that  their  ancestor  was  entitled.  Some  evidence  in  the  case 
goes  to  show  that  Henry  Conway  did  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  but  this, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  contradicted  and  repelled  by  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Third  Auditor,  Peter  Hagner,  Esq.,  that  it  appears,  from  the 
records  of  his  office,  that  the  said  Henry  Conway  resigned  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1779,  and  not  having  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  was  not  entitled 
to  half-pay  for  life ;  and  the  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  said  petition  be  rejected 

Blair  dc  Rives,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  16,  1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Crittenden  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  have,  according  to  order,  had 
let  consideration  the  petition  Of  Betsey  C  Shethar,  and  report  : 

it  the  petitioner,  as  one  of  the  heirs  and  children  of  John  Shethar, 
the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  right  of  her  father,  who, 
)resents,  was  a  captain  of  dragoons  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
as  such  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  till  the  8th  of  March, 
cvhen  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,  brought  on  by  the  hard- 
id  exposure  of  the  service. 

!  petition  is  unaccompanied  by  any  evidence  to  support  the  statement 
ains,  and  the  statement,  if  proved,  does  not  bring  the  case  within  the 
Df  the  resolution,  by  Congress,  of  October,  1780,  which  granted  half- 
r  life  to  those  only  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  petition  ought  to  be 
lI,  and  submit  the  following  resolution  : 
olvedy  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected. 

Rives,  printers. 
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3d  Session. 


MEMORIAL 


OF 


T.  H.  PERKINS  AND  OTHERS, 


PRATING 


The  passage  of  a  law  to  aulhorize  the  discontinuance  of  the  spirit  ration 

allowed  to  seaman  in  the  public  service. 


February  16,  1839. 

Referred  ic  the  Commiiiee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assembled  : 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  : 

That,  within  n  few  years,  efforts  iiave  been  made  by  individuals  and 
societies  in  this  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  whole  condition  of  seamen.  Boarding-houses,  schools,  reading 
rooms,  savings  banks,  and  churches,  have  been  established.  Their  objects 
iiave  been  to  promote  the  physical  comfort,  and  to  aid  in  the  moral  and 
intellectual  improvement  of  this  large  and  important  class  of  our  citizcuis. 

Various  circumstances  in  the  history  of  seamen  have  led  to  the  efforts 
referred  to,  to  improve  their  condition,  and  they  have  been  highly  success- 
ful. It  was  early  seen  that  no  attempt  would  succeed  which  did  not  begin 
with  the  entire  disuse  of  ardent  spirits  as^drink  on  ship-board.  The  uni- 
versal  custom  was-to  supply  spirits  daily  to  the  sailor,  as  a  part  of  his  regular 
diet ;  and  it  was  stopped  as  a  punishment ;  and  this  was  regarded  as  the 
severest  form  which  punishment  could  take.  Spirit  was  given  to  boys  as 
well  as  to  men ;  and  thus  a  ruinous  habit  was  produced  and  continued  through 
the  whole  brcadth^and  length  of  the  merchant  service  of  the  country.  The 
consequences  were  always  more  or  less  evil.  It  has  b^en  proved  by  incontro- 
vertible evidence,  that  by  far  the  greater  amount  of  the  insubordinatioUi  and 
of  the  open  mutinies  at  sea.  may  be  traced  to  the  daily  use  of  ardent  spirits 
by  seamen.  In  view  of  these  facts,  some  merchants,  lon^  before  the  efforts 
to  improve  the  condition  of  seamen  had  been  systematically  made,  had 
ceased  thus  to  furnish  ardent  spirits.  But  since  these  efforts  were  made, 
an  entire  revolution  has  been  brought  about  in  this  matter.  Instead  of  a 
few  ships  beiqg  navigated  without  rum,  the  vast  majority  now  sail  without 
it.  Captains  even  refuse  to  receive  it  on  board,  and  some  have  declared 
they  would  abandon  the  voyage  if  the  rum  were  shipped.  In  one  instance, 
to  show  how  great  is  the  change,  a  ship  has  made  three  voyages  to  India 
with  the  same  two  bottles  of  brandy  which  were  put  up  with  the  medicine 
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stores  in  the  first  voyage ;  not  a  drop  of  it  having  been  used  for  this  long 
period  of  full  three  years,  almost  constantly  passed  at  sea. 

The  merchant  has  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  adoption  of  this 
system.  Premiums  of  insurance  have  been  constantly  diminishing,  and  of- 
fices invariably  prefer  risks  on  vessels  which  are  navigated  without  rum. 
Not  onlv  in  this  country  has  all  this  been  fell  and  acted  on,  but  in  Europe  it 
has  received  the  highest  practical  approbation.  In  England,  it  is  notorious 
tliat  American  merchant  vessels,  which  are  navigated  without  rum,  are  pre- 
ferred to  their  own  tor  freighting  vessels,  the  insurance  on  them  being  lower 
both  there  and  in  this  country,  and  the  risks  thus  admitted  to  be  far  less. 

To  the  seaman  himself,  this  great  change  in  the  fitting  of  ships,  in  rc- 
o-ard  to  stores,  has  produced  personal  and  direct  efiects  of  incalculable  ad- 
vantage. Habits  of  drinking  have  not  been  formed,  and  those  who  have 
already  fallen  into  th«m,  have  had  lime  to  break  away  firom  this  debasing, 
corrupting  slavery.  They  have  returned  to  the  sailors'  retreats,  or  hoarding 
Houses,  as  to  their  home!  They  have  come  back  to  receive  the  kindness 
and  sympathy  of  those  who  before  had  proved  themselves  to  be  their  true 
friends.  They  have  taken  tlieir  place  among  respectable  and  good  men. 
and  have  felt  that  they  had  a  deep  stake  in  the  common  prosperity.  These 
men  have  done  more.  They  have  become  members  of  temperance  societies ; 
have  contributed  to  the  schools  and  churches  originally  established  for  their 
(rood ;  have  deposited  their  wages  in  the  savings  banks  also  established 
for  them,  and  made  a  sure  provision  for  their  comfort  in  future.  The  result 
of  all  this  must  be  a  vast  saving  to  a  nation.  The  support  of  poor  and 
sick  seamen  must  become  less  and  less  necessary,  and  in  the  universality 
of  the  changes  now  in  progress,  that  large  demand  on  the  public  reveuucs 
must  be  greatly  diminished,  if  not  rendered  wholly  unnecessary. 

Your  memorialists  have  now  presented  facts  of  the  utmost  importance  in 
regard  to  one  of  the  commanding  interests  of  this  mcuritime  nation.  They 
have  given  a  rapid  sketch  of  a  revolution  in  custom  and  iiabits,  which 
might  not  be  credited,  were  not  the  evidence  so  full  and  so  incotitrorertibie. 

Your  memorialists  have  refi&rred  to  the  changes  which  have  been  effected 
in  the  merchant  service,  with  a  view  to  present  for  your  grave  considers- 
tion  the  state  of  the  navy  in  regard  to  the  same  subject.  Whilst  in  the 
armies  of  both  America  and  England  the  spirit  ration  has  been  abolished,  it  is 
continued  in  our  navy.  Eflbrts  have  been  made,  both  here  and  in  England, 
and  they  are  still  in  operation,  to  produce  the  same  change  in  regard  to  (his 
ration  in  the  navy,  as  has  been  made,  without  the  least  difficulty,  in  the 
armies  of  both,  and  in  a  very  large  part  of  the  merchant  service  of  America. 
The  strongest  reasons  exist  in  this  country  for  adopting  the  same  course  ia 
the  nary.  The  temperate  sailors  of  the  merchant  service  often  enter  the 
public  ships.  The  recent  regulations  in  regard  to  the  age  and  the  strength 
of  the  seamen  who  may  enlist,  look  to  the  merchant  service  as  the  great 
source  of  supply  of  able-bodied  men  for  the  navy  ;  and  what  nnisl  be  the 
alfnost  inevitable  result  to  these  men,  of  continuing  by  law  the  spirit  ralion? 
Most  it  not  be  the  destruction  of  the  whole  and  vast  good  which  has  been 
done  by  the  merchant,  by  disconftinuing  this  allowance  in  his  ships?  This 
ration  is  far  mons  injurious  in  the  navy  than  it  could  have  t)een  in  privale 
ships.  The  seaman  in  the  public  -service  issrhipped  for  a  longer  time,  sub- 
jecied  to  a  severer  discipline,  exposed  to  greater  dangeiB,  and  is  looked  to 
for  more  important  duties.  His  indulgencies  are  fewer,  and  the  one  most 
vaihied  gets  to  be  the  ration  of  Whiskey  or  rum«   TtHw  is  the  most  degrsMl- 
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ing  habit  made  to  constitute  tho  main  enjoyment  of  the  sailor's  life  in  a 
public  ship. 

The  passion  for  drinking  is  shown  by  this  class  of  sailors  on  all  occa- 
siona.  Recently,  a  person  visited  a  receiving  ship  on  Simday.  Religiaiiis 
services  were  performed  in  the  morning,  and  the  sailors  present,  for  a 
time,  were  perfectly  qniet  At  length  ih«  time  came  for  the  ratiom  of 
whiskey,^  and  uneasiness  was  manifested  at  the  continued  confinement. 
The  service  soon  aftier  ended,  and  then  these  men  rushed  with  a  violence 
and  wildness  to  the  gro^  tubs,  which  was  truly  disgusting.  Why  a  reii- 
ffious  service,  which  was  to  be  so  terminated  ?  Why  bury  op  and  destroy, 
by  so  low  an  indulgence,  whatever  of  good  impression  which  the  offices 
•  of  reli^on  are  designed  to  produce  7 

This  passion  shows  itself  in  a  thousand  ways,  and  iiunil)erles8  are  the 
examples  of  it.  One  instance  maybe  givefi.  ^  man  ef  war,^  hairing  on 
board  supplies  for  a  distant  sqnadron^  gave  stowage  to  a  consoderobte 
quantity  in  the  spirit  room,  it  was  soon  found  at  sea  that  the  spirit  wonid 
not  last  more  than  half  the  voyage.  The  men  were  informed  of  this, 
and  it  was  pnopoeed  to  them  that  they  should  receive  half  tike  usual  allow* 
ance,  and  thus  secare  a  portion  for  the  whole  voyage.  This  they  at  once 
resistedw  They  said  the  law  allowed  them  so  miixiJi,  and  so  much  tbey 
must  have,  and  they  did  not  cave  for  the  result.  The^;  were  told  they 
should  have  the  allowance  the  law  allowed.  The  announcement  was 
received  with  tliree  cheers.  In  due  time  the  rum  or  the  whiskey  was 
exhausted  Of  this  they  were  informed.  Again  they  gave  three  cheers, 
and  never  did  men  conduct  better  or  work  more  cheerfully  than  did  they 
during  the  remainder  of  the  voyage. 

There  is  one  consideration  to  which  yonr  memorialists  beg  leave  parti- 
<!iilarly  to  refer,  as  commending  this  subject  to  the  gravest  attention  of 
GoDo^ress.  They  ref«*r  to  the  apprentice  system,  by  which  every  ship  is 
required  to  have  on  board  a  number  of  boys,  proportioned  to  her  size. 
Nothing  can  be  so  ruinous  to  this  part  of  a  crew  as  the  present  ration  of 
ardent  spirits.  These  boys,  or  a  number  of  then),  must  he  ruined  by  such 
a  practicr*,  and  the  public  service  most  deeply  injured.  How  is  it  with 
the  discipline  of  the  military  academy  at  West  Point?  The  most  scru- 
pulous care  is  taken  in  the  rules  for  the  government  of  thnt  noble  institu- 
tion, that  no  temptation  to  form  habits  of  intemperance  shall  exist  there. 
The  means  are  Gibsolutely  forbidden  the  smallest  countenance  there ;  iboy 
cannot  be  admitted;  and  he  wfio  violates  the  rules  touching  this  matter 
is  certain  of  punishment.  Why  this  wise  foresight  in  rep^ird  to  this  par- 
ticular service,  or  preparation  for  service  ?  The' answer  is  at  hand— the 
establishment  of  character,  of  sound  principle  which  will  insure  to  the 
nation  a  succession  of  men  in  every  sense  fitted  for  the  most  important 
poblic  exigencies.  If  such  be  the  fact  in  regard  to  one  branch  of  the 
national  service,  may  not  the  prineiple  be  applied  with  the  prospects  of 
the  very  best  results  to  another  ? 

This  question  directly  leads  to  another  of  paramount  importance  in  this 
discussion.  Why  is  it  provided  for  by  law,  that  the  seamen  in  the  navy 
shall  be  daily  supplied  with  ardent  spirits  ?  Does  their  use  promote  either 
physical  or  moral  health  7  Does  it  increase  the  power  of  either  body  or 
mind?  Do  men  labor  longer,  or  with  more  cheerfulness,  or  with  more 
efficiency  by  their  use  ?  Are  they  firmer  in  the  hour  of  danger,  in  the 
fitorm  of  the  elements,  or  the  sterner  conflict  of  war  ?     Your  memot\^\v%v% 
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are  constrained,  from  the  surest  observation,  to  give  the  strongfest  negative 
answer  to  all  these  questions.  So  far  from  either  of  the  abo've  being  the 
results  of  the  habit  of  spirit  drinking,  your  memorialists  believe  and  know 
that  the  opposite  to  these  effects  are  produced.  They,  however,  in  so 
grave  a  matter,  will  not  appeal  to  their  sure  knowledge  alone.  They 
respectfully  offer  the  following  testimony  from  a  more  competent  and  more 
disinterested  witness  to  the  truth  of  what  they  have  now  so  strongly 
asserted.  They  are  furnished  it  by  Sir  John  Ross,  an  officer  in  the  British 
navy,  in  his  account  of  his  voyage. 

Extract  from  *•  Narrative  of  a  second  voyage  in  search  of  a  northwest 
passage,  by  Sir  John  Ross,  during  the  years  1829,  1830,  1831,  1832, 
1833."    American  edition,  1835,  page  233. 

"  At  seven  we  arrived  at  the  ship,  afler  an  absence  of  nearly  nine  days, 
and  found  every  thing  right,  and  all  in  good  health.  If  it  is  but  justice  to 
the  men  to  say  tha^t  they  exert(  d  themselves  to  the  utmost,  they  deserve 
even  noore  praise  for  a  very  different  display  of  obedience  and  self-devoted- 
ness.  As  I  was  the  only  one  who  drank  no  spirits,  and  was  also  the 
only  person  who  had  not  inflamed  eyes,  I  represented  that  the  use  of  gr(^ 
was  the  cause,  and  therefore  proposed  that  they  should  abandon  this 
indulgence ;  showing  further,  that  although  I  was  very  much  the  oldest 
of  the  party,  I  bore  fatigue  better  than  any  of  them.  There  was  no  hesi- 
tation in  acquiescing;  and  the  merit  was  the  greater,  since,  independently 
of  the  surrender  of  a  seaman's  fixed  habits,  they  had  always  considered 
this  the  chief  part  of  their  support.  Thus  we  brought  back  all  of  this 
stock  which  had  not  been  consumed  the  first  day. 

"  It  is  diflScult  to  persuade  men,  even  though  they  should  not  be 
habitual  drinkers  of  spirits,  that  the  use  of  these  liquors  is  debilitating 
instead  of  the  reverse.  The  immediate  stimulus  gives  a  temporary 
couraffe,  and  its  effect  is  mistaken  for  an  infusion  of  new  strength.  But 
the  slightest  attention  will  show  how  exactly  the  result  is  the  reverse. 

'•  It  is  sufficient  to  give  men,  under  hard  and  steady  labor,  a  draught  of 
the  usual  grog  or  a  dram,  to  perceive  th»it,  often  iu  a  lew  minutes,  they  be- 
come languid,  and,  as  they  generally  term  it,  faint ;  losing  their  strength, 
in  reality,  while  they  attribute  that  to  the  continnanre  of  the  fatiguing  ex- 
ertions. He  who  will  make  the  corresponding  experiments  on  two  equal 
boats^  crews,  rowing  in  a  lieavy  sna,  will  soon  be  convinctd  that  the  water 
drinkers  will  far  outdo  the  others  :  while  no  belter  testimony  to  this  is  re- 
quired than  the  experience  of  the  men  who  work  in  the  iron  foundries.  That 
is  the  hardest  work  which  falls  to  a  man  to  do :  and  so  well  do  the  laborers 
in  this  department  know  that  they  cannot  perform  it,  if  they  drink  even 
beer,  that  their  sole  beverage,  during  all  the  hours  of  this  hot  and  heavy 
labor,  is  water.  If  London  draymen  and  coal  heavers  are  of  a  different 
opinion,  every  one  knows  the  result ;  as  the  self-indulgence  which  leads  to 
this  luxurious  and  proflgate  practice  is  not  less  known. 

"It  is  iK^t  that  I  am  declaring  myself  an  advocate  for  temperance  societies, 
whatever  may  be  their  advantages,  nor  that  I  am  desirous  of  copying  a  prac- 
tice lately  introduced  into  some  ships, under  whatever  motives;  but  were  it  in 
my  power,  as  commanding  a  vessel,  I  would  exclude  the  use  of  grog,  on  the 
mere  giounds  of  its  debilitating  effects,  and  independently  of  any  ulterior 
injury  which  it  may  do,  reserving  it  for  those  cases  alone  in  which  its  use 
may  be  deemed  medicinal,  or,  for  any  special  reasons,  useful." 
In  view  of  what  has  now  been  slated,  your  memorialists  pray  that  Con- 
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^ress  will  pass  a  law  for  discontinuing  the  spirit  ration  now  allowed  to  sea- 
men in  the  public  service.  It  has  been  seen  that  the  experiment  has  been 
fully  tried  in  the  merchant  service,  and  that  it  has  been  entirely  successful. 
In  the  army  it  has  been  as  successfully  tried  both  here  and  abroad.  A 
similar  course,  in  regard  to  the  navy,  would  lead  to  the  same  happy  results. 
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R.  S.  Storrs 
John  Nelson 
Martin  Moore 
Henry  Larcom 
CoDStantine  Bk>dg|ett 
Jaoid&M.  Sev^&f 
iohftbod  Morton 
Jonas  Perkins 
Eliphalet  Case 
Daniel  Stoae 
William  Hinsdale 
Dayid  Barrel),  jr. 
Edmund  Cufihing 
Kttssel  FreeiiMMi 
Geoi^  Titcomb 
Harrison  Gray 
John  Pierpont 
Thomas  SneU 
George  N.  WftHt 
Nftlhan  Croshy 
Jesse  Fox 


Horatio  Alger 
Jesse  Putnam 
John  Dallnyer,  jr. 
Charles  E.  Kimball 
Ira  Mitchell 
Robert  E.  Riithtren 
Amasa  Clapp 
J.  E.  Worcester 
William  Davidson 
Addison  Boyden 
Robert  Ranto«i>l)  JT« 
Loring  Norcros!^ 
W.  B.  Spooneor 
Joel  Norcross 
Isaac  Brayton 
James  L.  Baker 
Anson  Robbins 
Samuel  D.  Haydeti' 
George  Bradburn 
Samuel  Dike 
S.  P.  Fowler 
Peter  Fay 
Oliver  Johnson 
Thomas  Bradley 
Alvah  Smitii 
A.  Hutchinson 
Samuel  Dorr 
Hasen  Elliott 
Otis  Allan 
Sewail  N.  Edieff 
Sanford  Gilmoio 
Thomas  Adams 
George  Adams 
Samuel  Douse 
Samuel  Ward 
Stephen  Goodhue 
Job  Gortoi^ 
H.  Mills 
Hafvey  Torr^ 
Preston  Pocd 
Ebetiezer  C.  Thayer 
Jontth  Stevens 
David  Rider,  jr. 
Blisha  Tower 
Fveeman  Atkins 
Stephen  D.  Musseiy 
Bei^iaxnin  Seabury 
Limiis  Child 
James  G.  Caifter 
Ab^ah  Bigteflow 
Jonathan  Aldrich 
Philip  K  Bennett 
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William  P.  Paine 
Pyam  Jacobs 
T-  N.  Marshall 
William  H.  Robinson 

A.  Kead 
Lemuel  Crehore 

*  Ruggles  Slack 
Thomas  Snell 
Elisha  Tileston 
Benjamin  Alden 
Moses  Plimpton 
Abel  Nichols 
Albert  F.  Bartlett 
a  C.  Hall 
John  Safford 
Charles  Nye 
Luther  Metcalf 
Curtis  Haven 
Abel  Fox 
John  Farwell 
David  Bou  telle 
John  Beal 
W.  B.  Banister 
Nelson  Bishop 
John  R.  Bigelow 
Charles  Jewett 
Joseph  Wright 

B.  Gibson 
Leonard  Banage 
Benjamin  P.  lOchardson 
George  Russell 


Josiah  Bacon 
Samuel  T.  Armstrong 
Charles  KimbaJl 
Thomas  J.  Nutting 
Lemuel  May 
Joel  Wi  Upham 
Charles  M.  Fogg 
James  D.  Farnsworth 
P.  Sanford 
William  Howe 
William  Mortair 
John  Borrowscale 
William  Troup 
Robert  Mansfield 
Daniel  Safford 
Martin  K.  Pratt 
William  Coolidge 
Rufus  Howe 
Otis  Pettee 

Benjamin  Harrington 
John  G.  Adams 
Hugh  Prince 
John  T.  Farwell 
Joseph  W.  Plimpton 
Simeon  Grove,  jr. 
William  E.  Clarke 
Luke  Brown 
David  B.  Trelfant 
Natlianiel  W.  Everett 
C.  Foote 
Seth  Mann 


Navy  Yard,  Boston,  February  8,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  and  read  the  memorial  addressed  to  Congress  on 
the  subject  of  discontinuing  the  spirit  part  of  the  ration  now  allowed  the 
seamen  in  the  public  service.  I  feel  well  assured  that  our  ships  would  be 
more  efficient,  our  seamen  better  contented,  and  much  less  punishmeot 
necessary,  were  the  spirit  part  of  the  ration  taken  from  the  navy.  I  will 
instance  a  case  that  occurred  on  board  the  frigate  Macedonian,  when  under 
my  command,  to  show  the  effect  produced  by  the  absence  of  spirits.  I  was 
on  the  southwest  coast  of  Mexico,  where  ardent  spirits  could  not  be  pro- 
cured, and  having  a  supply  but  for  about  two  months,  and  not  expecting 
to  return  to  Chili,  where  it  could  be  obtained,  under  four  or  five  months, 
I  proposed  to  the  crew  to  give  them  but  a  part  of  their  usual  allowance  ojf 
spirits  each  day,  in  order  that  it  might  last  until  we  should  arrive  at  some 
place  where  it  could  be  procured,  but  they  preferred  their  fiiU  allowance 
while  it  lasted,  and  said  they  would  he  perfectly  satisfied  to  do  without  it 
when  it  was  gone.  We  were,  I  think,  over  three  months  without  spirits 
on  board,  and  during  that  time  the  men  were  more  orderly,  and  apparently 
happier,  than  when  thev  had  their  allowance  of  rum.  There  was  no 
ficjTiting  or  quarrelling ;  tney  were  always  at  their  stations,  and  there  was 
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rarely  cause  for  punishment;  whereas,  when  they  had  their  ration  of 
spirit,  many  of  the  crew  were  turbulent,  disorderly,  and  quarrelsome.  I 
am  satisfied  that  taking  the  spirit  part  of  the  ration  from  the  navy  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  service.  Ardent  spirits  might  be  put  on  board 
our  ships,  to  be  used  occasionally  at  the  discretion  of  the  commander.  The 
memorial  is  returned  herewith. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES. 
Rev.  Edward  T.  Taylor,  Boston, 

m  t 
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26th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [224] 

3d  Session. 


MEMORIAL 


OF  TBE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH   OF  SPRING 

FIELD,  NEW  JERSEY, 


PRATING 


Indemnification  for  the  destruction  of  said  church  during  the  revolution 

ary  war. 


February.  16,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  od  Revolntionary  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the   Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Springfield,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  State  of  New  Jersey, 

Most  respecttully  shows  : 

That  they  have  been  informed  and  believe,  and  as  will  appear  from  the  ac- 
companying documents,  that  on  or  about  the  —  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1780,  the  Presbyterian  church  of  the  said  village  of  Springfield  was 
occupied  as  a  commissary  store-house,  at  the  time  it  was  burned,  for  the 
American  troops,  and  had  been  for  years  previous  ;  and  also  the  dwelling 
house  of  Jonathan  Skinner  was  occupied  as  a  guard  house  at  the  time  it 
was  burned,  and  had  been,  likewise,  for  years  previous ;  and  were  both 
burned  onHhe  day  of  the  ever  memorable  battle  of  Springfield,  on  the  re- 
treat of  the  British  troops ;  and  both  buildings  were  burned  on  account  of 
their  being  so  occupied  as  a  commissary  store-house  and  guard  house ;  that 
the  amouut  of  the  loss  sustained  thereby  will  appear  from  the  documents 
accompanying;  this  petition.  And  your  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  your 
honorable  bodies  will  afford  them  such  relief  as  to  your  wisdom  and  justice 
shall  seem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. . 

NOAH  CLARK,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


State  of  New  Jersey, 

Essex  county^  \  ** 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Wade,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  in- 
^grior  court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  said  county,  Matthias  Denman, 
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aged  eiffhty-seven  years  the  19th  day  of  February,  1838,  who,  being  sworn, 
deposeth  and  saith :  That  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Springfield  was  burnt 
by  the  British  on  or  about  the  23d  of  June,  1780,  on  the  retreat  of  the 
British  troops  after  the  battle  of  Springfield,  and,  to  deponent's  personal 
knowledge,  was  made  use  of  and  occupied  as  a  commissary  store-house. 
Said  church  was  a  wooden  building,  and  covered  entire  with  cedar  shingles. 
And  deponent  further  believes  the  present  church  now  standing  on  the 
old  foundation  to  be  the  same  size  as  the  one  burnt  by  the  British  as  above 
specified.  And,  also,  one  other  private  dwelling,  owned  by  Jonathan  Skin- 
ner, was  occupied  as. a  guard-house,  ahd  that  said  Skinner  was  serg^eantof 
tlie  guard,  and,  to  dejionent's  knowledge,  was  burnt  by  the  BritisK  at  the 
same  time  the  church  was. 

MATTfflAS  X  DENMAN. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  19th  day  of  April,  1838. 

.  JOHN  WADE,  Judge. 

N.  B. — AJr.  Detiman's  becoming  blind  is  the  cause  of  having  to  taake 
his  mark. 

JOHN  WADE,  Judge. 


State  op  New  Jersey, 
Essex  county^  \ 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Wade,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  in- 
ferior court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  said  county,  David  Whitehead, 
aged  seventy  six  years  and  ten  months,  who,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith  :  That  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Springfield  was  burnt  by  the  Brit- 
ish troops  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1780,  on  the  retreat  of  the  British  after 
the  battle  of  Springfield,  and,  to  deponent's  personal  knowledge,  was  occo- 
pied  as  a  commissary  store-house,  and  had  been  for  years  previous  to  its  be- 
ing bnrnt,^  and  Samuel  Woodruff  was  either  commissary  or  deputy  com- 
raissary  who  attended  said  store.  The  church  bornt  was  a  wooden  build- 
ing, covered  entire  with  cedar  shingles.  And  deponent  further  believes 
the  present  church  now  standing  on  the  old  foundation  to  be  the  same 
size  as  the  one  burnt  by  the  British  as  above  specified.  And  deponent  far- 
ther saith  that  he  was  in  said  battle,  under  the  command  of  Gblonel  Angel. 

DAVID  WHITEHEAD. 

Sworn,  or  affirmed,  before  me,  this  19th  day  of  March,  1838. 

JOHN  W^ADE,  ^«^e. 


State  op  New  Jersey. 

Essex  county^  \^^ 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Wade,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  in- 
ferior court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  said  county,  Stephen  Lyon,  aged 
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eighty-three  years  the  third  day  of  July  la$t  past,  who,  bdns;  sworn,  depo- 
seth  and  saith  :  That  the  church  in  Springfield  was  burnt  by  the  British 
troops  on  iheir  retreat  after  the  battle  at  Springfield,  and  deponent  was  in 
said  battle ;  believes  it  was  in  1780,  but  cannot  recollect  the  month  nor 
day  the  church  was  burnt.  Deponent  believes  it  to  be  the  same  size  as  the 
one  now  standing  on  the  same  ground  or  foundation  ;  was  a  wooden  build- 
ing ;  the  whole  entire  covering  was  cedar  shingles. 

STEPHEN  LYON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  22d  day  of  February,  1838. 

JOHN  WADE,  Judge, 


State  op  New  Jersey,  ) 

Essex  county^         \      ' 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Wade,  one  of  the  judges  df  the  in- 
ferior court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  said  county,  Jacob  Willis,  who, 
being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  he  helped  build  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Springfield  that  is  now  standing  on  the  same  foundation  of  the 
former  one  burnt  by  the  British  iu  1780,  at  the  battle  of  Springfield.  De- 
ponent believes  the  one  standing  to  be  the  same  size  as  the  one  burnt  by 
the  British  ;  and  the  church  now  standing  on  the  old  foundation  is  fifty- 
seven  feet  in  length  and  forty-seven  feet  in  breadth  ;  in  height,  twenty-four 
feet  posts. 

JACOB  WILLIS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  25th  day  of  October,  1838. 

JOHN  WADE,  Judge. 


State  op  New  Jersey, 
Essex  county^  \ 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Wade,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  in- 
ferior court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  said  county,  Benjamin  Crane,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  who,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  the  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Springfield  was  burnt  by  the  British  troops  on  or  about 
the  23d  of  June,  1780,  on  the  retreat  of  the  British  after  the  battle  of 
Springfield,  and,  to  deponent's  personal  knowledge,  was  occupied  as  a  com- 
missary store-house,  and  had  been  for  years  previous  to  its  being  burnt, 
and  Samuel  Woodruflf  was  the  commissary  who  attended  said  store.  The 
church  burnt  was  a  wooden  building,  covered  entire  with  cedar  shingles. 
And  deponent  further  believes  the  present  church  now  standing  on  the 
old  foundation  to  be  the  same  size  as  the  one  burnt  by  the  British  as  above 
specified  ;  and,  also,  one  other  private  dwelling  house,  owned  by  Jonathan 
Skinner,  was  occupied  as  a  guard-house,  and  that  said  Skinner  was  ser- 
vant of  the  guard ;  and,  to  deponent's  knowledge,  was  burnt  by  the  Brit- 
ish at  the  same  time  the  church  was.  And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that 
he  was  in  the  whole  battle,  and  fought  by  the  side  of  the  brave  Colonel 
Angel,  who  commanded  that  day ;  and  further  saith  not 

BENJAMIN  CRANE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  17th  day  of  February,  1839. 

JOHN  WADE,  Juofg€, 
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1  m.  1      ^  *^  ♦        {     £1,002, 13s.  6d.  Appraised  May  12, 1789, 
Samuel  T^yjor,  Ibr  trtistees  >  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^    g^^^^,  rj^,^    ^^^^^Us 

of  Spnngfield  church.        j  Meeker,  and  Walter  Smith. 

!£482,'ls.  4d.  Appraised  as  above,  and  at- 
tested  to  by  Jonathan  Skinner,  Nathaniel 
Miller,  and  Samuel  Woodruff.    . 

I  certify  the  above  appraisals  stand  recorded,  tp  the  best  of  ray  recollec- 
tion, in  the  book  of  claims  for  spoliations  of  the  British  arms  in.  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  by  a  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  agree- 
able to  a  recommendation  from  Congress  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  and  are  now  recorded,  as  above  statecl,  in  the  public  library 
at  the  city  of  Trenton,  in  the  above  State. 

JOHN  WADE. 


'I  S3 


State  op  New  Jersey, 
County  of  Essex, 

I,  Elias  Van  Arsdale,  junior,  clerk  of  the  county  of  Essex,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  John  Wade,  before  whom  the  annexed  affidavits  of  Matthias 
Detiman,  David  Whitehead,  Stephen  Lyon,  Jacob  Willis,  and  Benjamin 
Crane]  were  severally  made  and  taken,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  same  was 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  a  justice  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn ;  and 
that  the  signatures  ^<John  Wade"  affixed  to  the  jurats  of  said  affidavits, 
respectively,  are  genuine. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal 
[l.  s.]  of  office,  at  Newark,  in  said  county  of  Essex,  this  llth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1839. 

E.  VAN  ARSDALE,  Jr.,  CUrk. 


26th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  225  "I 

3d  Session.  ^  -' 


MEMORIAL 


OP 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MISSOURI, 


PRATING 


The  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  m  the  western  part  of  thai  iState, 
and  an  eUhwance  of  drawback  on  merchandise  exported  by  land  to 
.  Mexico. 


February  16,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Congiess  of  the  United  States  : 

This  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri 

Respectfully  represents  : 

That  they  have  frequently  memorialized  your  honorable  body  in  regard 
to  the  commercial  relations  between  this  State  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 
The  object  of  these  memorialists  was  to  ur^e  upon  your  consideration  the 
necessity  of  placing  those  of  our  citizens  who  are  engaged  in  the  "  Santa 
Fe  trade,^^  as  it  is  commonly  called,  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  of 
other  States  and  countries,  by  establishing  a  port  of  entry  and  custom-house 
at  some  point  on  the  Missouri  river,  near  our  western  border,  and  by  allow- 
ing them  the  usual  drawback  on  all  foreign  goods  exported  by  land,  in  the 
onginal  package,  from  that  point  to  any  part  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 
As  Congress  have  failed  to  adopt  the  course  of'  legislation  asked  for  by  this 
General  Assembly,  your  memorialists  have  felt  it  their  duty  again  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  subject.  In  the  hope  of  attracting  the  attention  and 
inducing  the  speedy  action  of  Congress,  your  memorialists  present  a  state- 
ment of  facts  in  connexion  with  this  trade. 

Whilst  the  country  and  people  now  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  were  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  it  was  the  policy 
of  that  monarchy  to  monopolize  the  commerce  and  enslave  the  thoughts 
and  opinions  of  her  trans- Atlantic  subjects.  To  render  this  course  of  policy 
more  effective,  Spain  prohibited,  under  the  severest  penalties,  not  only  the 
ingress  of  foreigners  within  her  colonies,  but  also  the  introduction  of  all 
commodities  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture,  unless  they  had  previously 
been  introduced  into  the  ports  of  the  peninsula.  These  prohibitions  pre- 
vented the  people  of  the  United  States,  for  a  long  time,  from  obtaining  the 
means  of  correct  information  in  regard  to  their  western  neighbors.  In  the 
year   1806,  Lieutenant  Pike  and  his  companions  having,  by  mistake, 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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reached  the  Rio-del  Norte,  instead  of  the  waters  of  the  Red  River  of  the 
Mississippi,  were  thrown  into  the  prisons  of  Sqnla  Pe,  After  his  Hheratioo, 
which  occurred  in  the  following  year,  Lieutenant  Pike  returned  to  the 
United  States  by  the  way  of  Texas,  and  published  a  journal  of  his  expedi- 
tion and  travels.  This  journal  at  once  convinced  the  enterprising  that 
great  advantages  must  result  from  an  inland  trade  between  Missouri  and 
the  Mexican  provin<;es ;  but  they  were  restrained  from  embarking  in  it, 
through  fear  of  a  fate  similar  to  that  of  Lieutenant  Pike  and  his  compan- 
ions. In  1810  tRe  patriot  Hidalgo  raised  the  standard  of  liberty,  and,  for 
a  short  time,  overthrew  the  royal  authority  in  most  parts  of  New  Spain. 

No  sooner  had  the  news  of  this  revolution  reached  St.  Louis,  than,  in 
1812,  Smith,  McKnight,  Chambers,  Beard,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  othen 
set  out  for  Santa  Fe ;  but  before  their  arrival  Hidalgo  had  been  put  to 
death  in  Ghihuaha,  and  the  liberal  party  entirely  overthrown.  Instead  of 
arriving  amongst  a  people  who,  they  supposed,  would  greet  them  as  friends, 
jthese  enterprismg  adventurers  were  immediately  seized  by  the  Vice  Royal 
auth9rities,  loaded  with  irons,  thrown  into  various  prisons,  and  their  i«o- 
perty  all  confiscated.  Ignorant  of  the  fate  of  this  party  Messrs.  Chouteau 
and  De  Mun,  of  St.  Louis,  some  four  or  five  years  afterwards,  were  de- 
coyed into  the  power  of  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Mexico.  Their  goods 
were,  likewise,  confiscated,  and  they  themselves,  after  a  short  imprison- 
ment, were  permitted  to  return  home.  In  1821,  the^ gentlemen  composing 
the  first  expedition  to  Santa  Fe  returned  to  St.  Louis,  arousing  the  sym- 
pathies of  their  hearers  by  their  tale  of  long  sufiering  and  sorrow  in  Mexico, 
and  awakening  the  attention  of  speculators,  by  their  statement  of  the  im- 
mense prices  which  merchandise  of  all  descriptions  bore  in  that  country. 

At  this  time  the  royal  armies  having  evacuated  Mexico,  and  left  the 
patriots  in  almost  peaceable  possession  of  the  entire  country,  Chambers  and 
Beard  found  no  difficulty  in  organizing  a  strong  expedition  for  the  Santa  Fe 
trade ;  some  forty  or  fifty  persons  with  pack  animals  started  across  the 
plains ;  but  owing  to  many  unforeseen  circumstances,  the  expedition  proved 
a  total  loss  to  those  who  were  interested  in  it.  This  trade  was  carried  oo 
by  means  of  pack  mules  and  horses,  until  the  year  1824,  when  it  assunoed 
a  different  aspect.  The  traders  commenced  the  transportation  of  their  goods 
in  wagons,  and  the  supply  which,  by  the  means  of  transportation  bkm 
used,  had  been  insufficient  for  the  necessities  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico^ 
now  by  far  exceeded  their  wants  or  their  means.  The  traders  were  thus 
compelled  to  seek  for  a  market  in  the  more  southern  States,  Chihuaha  and 
Sonora. 

The  traffic  with  these  States  was  found  to  be  exceedingly  profitable,  and 
continued  to  be  so  until  about  the  year  1828,  when  two  hundred  wagons 
loaded  with  goods  of  the  value  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  at  Missooii 
cost,  arrived  at  Santa  Fe.  A  very  large  proportion  of  these  goods  bad  to 
be  taken  to  Chihuaha  for  sale,  and  there,  for  the  first  time,  they  were  met 
by  a  still  greater  amount  of  goods,  which  had  been  entered  at  the  ports 
of  Metamoras  and  Tampico,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  These  assortmaEUs 
had  been  purchased  at  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia;  had 
been  re-shipped,  and,  the  drawback  having  been  allowed,  had  been  sub^ 
to  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Republic  of  Mexico  only  ;  whereas  the  goods 
of  the  Missouri  traders  had  been  subject,  first,  to  the  tariff  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  to  the  Mexican  duties  at  Santa  Fe.  Thus  laboring  uodef 
the  disadvantage  of  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  additional  charges  on  their 
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goodS)  the  greater  number  of  the  traders  from  Missouri  sustained  heavy 
losses.  From  this  time  forward  the  trade  between  Missouri  and  Mexico 
gradually  decreased ;  and  such  is  now  its  languishing  condition  that  only 
seven  wagons  went  to  that  country  during*  the  last  season,  and  the  track 
which  the  Santa  Fe  traders  have  heretofore  followed  over  the  vast  prairies 
must  be  soon  obliterated  unless  Congress  shall  infuse  into  the  trade  new 
vigor  and  life,  by  allowing  to  our  traders  the  same  privileges  of  drawback  and 
debenture  which  they  grant  to  those  who  re-ship  by  water.  The  principle 
is  the  same.  The  tariff  laws  of  the  United  States  are  intended  to  operate 
upon  foreign  goods  actually  consumed  within  their  limits,  and  there  appears 
to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  exception  to  the  operation  should  not  extend 
as  well  to  the  citizens  of  Missouri,  who  trade  by  land  to  Mexico,  as  to 
those  who  take  their  goods  to  the  same  foreign  market  by  water. 

Til^  necessity  of  action  on  this  subject  by  Congress  may  be  still  more 
strongly  enforced  by  presenting  a  brief  statistical  view  of  those  parts  of 
Mexico  in  which  the  Missouri  traders  usually  carry  on  their  traffic. 

The  hi^h  table  land  of  Mexico  enjoys  the  finest  climate  in  the  world, 
exempt  abke  from  the  snows  and  frosts  of  the  north,  and  the  insufferable 
and  enervating  heat  of  the  tropics ;  it  yields  the  productions  of  both  the 
torrid  and  temperate  zones.  In  this  region  of  country  is  situated  the  city 
of  Chihuaha,  with  a  population  of  fifteen  thousand  souls,  and  surrounded 
by  a  population  of  double  that  number.  This  city  is  in  the  heart  of  the 
richest  mining  country  in  the  Mexican  Republic ;  it  contains  a  branch  of  the 
mint,  and  does  a  cash  business  of  three  millions  of  dollars  annually,  two- 
thirds  of  which  are  expended  in  the  purchase  of  foreign  commodities.  The 
Mexicans,  naturally  of  a  gay  and  lively  disposition,  are  peculiarly  so  in  this 
ancient  and  wealthy  city.  No  material  is  too  costly,  no  fabric  too  splendid 
for  the  consumption  of  the  rich^  whilst  the  poorer  classes  purchase  and  con- 
sume a  large  amount  of  coarse  cotton  and  other  goods ;  and  until  tfiey 
establish  manufeictories  amon^  themselves,  a  period  which  is* unquestiona- 
bly remote,  the  demand  for  this  species  of  goods  will  rather  increase  than 
diminish. 

The  people  of  New  Mexico,  the  province  in  which  are  situated  the  towns  ot 
Taos  and  Santa  Fe,  are  more  friendly  to  us  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
citizens  of  Mexico.  This  arisen  from  an  intercouse  with  them  of  twenty 
3^ears  standing,  from  the  mutual  advantages  which  have  resulted  from  snch 
an  intercourse,  and  from  the  fact  that  numbers  of  our  countrjonen  have  inter<> 
married  with  them.  This  good  feeling  has  been  found  to  be  a  great  benefit 
to  our  traders,  in  enabling  them  to  pass  their  goods  favorably  through  the 
custom-house,  and  in  the  thousand  other  commercial  relations  that  exist  be- 
tween them.  The  inhabitants  of  this  province  themselves  are  exceedingly 
anxious  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  adopt  the  measures 
recommended  in  this  memorial,  and  cherish  and  foster  the  enterprise  of  our 
citizens.  The  Gk)vernment  of  the  RepubUc  of  Mexico,  occupied  mostly  in 
quelling  internal  disturbance,  and  endavorin^  to  maintain  its  powers,  and 
ffreatly  embarrassed  in  its  finances,  has  permitted  their  northern  province  of 
New  Mexico  to  shift  for  themselves.  Situated  on  the  outskirts  of  civiliza- 
tion, in  the  neighborhood  of  unfriendly  or  treacherous  tribes  of  Indians, 
the  people  of  this  province  have  been  almost  entirely  dependant  upon  th» 
receipts  of  their  custom-houses  for  the  means  of  protection.     In  the 

S^ax  1828,  when  the  Santa  Fe  trade  was  at  its  most  prosperous  staee^ 
rge  amounts  of  specie  were  brought  to  Santa  Fe  by  the  traders  ficouv  UskS^ 
southern  States  of  Jlexie0|  to  pay  their  duty  accounts  \  ^xA  Vto  i^t^j^;!^ 
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into  the  provincial   Treasury  were  sufficient  to  enable   the  authorities 
to  raise  and  maintian  a  respectable  military  force,  by  which  to  repel  and 
keep  in  awe  their  hostile  neighbors.     The  people  were  happy  and  prosper- 
ous, and  thousands  of  sheep,  horses,  niule3,  and  cattle  covered  their  plains. 
From  that  time  forward,  however,  the  scene  has  changed.     The  disadvan- 
tages under  which  our  traders  labored  by  reducing  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions, and  consequent  receipts  for  duties,  impoverished   the   provincial 
Treasury,  and  compelled  the  local  authorities  to  disband  their  military 
forces.    Internal  broils  and  dissensions  in  consequence  ensued,  and  the 
Camanches,  Apaches,  Narahoes,  and  other  tribes,  unawed  and  unrestrained, 
swept  every  thing  before  them.    The  plains  and  pastures  of  that  province 
have  now  become  waste  and  deserted,  and  her  people  impoverished.    New 
Mexico  contains  the  elements  of  great  mineral  and  a^icultural  w^th. 
Silver  ore  is  found  in  most  of  her  mountains.    Her  £[old  mines  yield  Irom 
fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually,  and  admit  of  a  much  greater 
exploration  and  increase.    Many  rich  discoveries  of  ^old  have  been  oiade 
in  other  quarters,  but  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Indians  forbids  their  be* 
ing  worked.    Were  the  authorities  of  the  province  enabled  to  maintain  a 
standing  miUtary  force,  sufficiently  strong  to  subdue  or  keep  in  awe  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  give  protection  to  her  cattle  growers,  their  flocks  and 
herds  would  soon  extend  over  the  prairies  to  the  waters  of  the  Arkansas, 
for  no  country  in  the  world  is  so  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  stock  as  the 
high,  dry,  and  salubrious  land  of  this  neglected  province. 
•  The  passage  of  a  law  such  as  your  memorialists  have  so  repeatedly  and 
eatnestly  urged  upon  your  consideration,  would  produce  the  most  beneficial 
results.    Immediately  after  the  passage  and  sanction  of  such  a  law,  hun- 
dreds of  wagons  loaded  with  merchandise  would  be  employed  in  this  trade ; 
the  local  authorities  of  the  province  of  New  Mexico,  by  their  custom-hoise 
receipts,  would  be  enabled  to  maintain  a  sufficient  military  force  to  reduce 
into  subjection  her  Indian  neighbors;  her  citizens,  relieved  from  appre- 
hensions, would  resume  with  energy  and  on  an  extended  scale  their  min- 
eral and  agricultural  pursuits,  and  our  traders  would  brin^  back  to  the 
United  States  valuable  returns  of  wool,  coarse  woollen  manufactures,  furs, 
peltries,  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,  horses  and  mules  ;  urging  into 
activity  and  profitable  employment  the  energies  of  both  countries  m  diSei- 
ent  branches  of  industry.    Your  memorialists  close  this  repr^entation  br 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  action  of  Congress  on  this  important  subje<^ 
will  be  inmiediate,  and  result  in  the  early  enactment  of  a  law  establishing 
a  port  of  entry  and  custom-house,  at  some  point  on  the  Missouri  rifer, 
near  our  western  border,  and  allowing  to  those  who  trade  from  this  State 
to  the  BepnbUc  of  Mexico  by  land,  the  privilege  of  debenture  and  drawback, 
on  all  goods  exported  by  them  to  that  country,  in  the  original  package. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
Approved  December  27, 1839. 

Office  op  Secretary  of  State,  Missouri, 

City  of  Jefferson  January,  26,  1839. 

•  I,  Peter  G.  Glover,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  aforesaid,  do  heiebT 
certify  that  the  foregoing  memorial  is  truly  copied  from  the  original,  now 
on  file  in  this  office. 

•  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal 
[l.  8.]  of  my  office^  \h\a  26U\  of  January,  1839. 

^^^^R  G.  GLOYKB. 
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3d  Session, 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF  THB 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MARYLAND, 

TO  OBTAIN 

An  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Havre  de  Or  ace. 


February  16,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Whereas,  by  a  survey  made  of  the  harbor  of  Havre  de  Grace,  in  Har- 
ford county,  Maryland,  by  G.  W.  Hughes,  United  States  engineer,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  order  of  Congress,  reported  to  Congress  on  the  second  day  of 
February,  eighteen  hundrra  and  thirty-seven,  an  appropriation  is  recom- 
mended for  deepening  the  said  harbor,  and  the  removal  of  one  or  more 
sand  bars  that  are  obstructions  thereto ;  and  whereas  the  early  completion 
of  the  Susquehannah  and  tide-water  canal  will  much  increase  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  said  port  of  Havre  de  Grace :  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^  That  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  draw  the  early  attention  of 
their  respective  Houses  to  the  above  subject,  and  to  endeavor  to  obtain  such 
an  appropriation  as  will  effectuate  the  object  recommended  by  the  said 
en^neer  in  his  said  report. 

Itesdved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward 
to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  a  copy  of  the  above  preamble  and  resolutions. 


State  of  Maryland,  to  wU : 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  preamble  and 
resolutions,  No.  10,  '<  relating  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Havre 
de  Grace,"  which  were  assented  to  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
at  the  December  session,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-ei^ht. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  this  fourteenui  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  eighteen  and  thirty-nine. 

GEORGE  O.  BREWER, 
Clerk  House  of  Delegates^  Md. 
JOS.  H.  NICHOLSON, 
Clerk  of  Senate,  Md. 

Blair  &  Hires,  printen. 
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Sd  Session, 


IN  SENATE  OF  TJHE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  16, 1839. 

Subaiitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Lyon  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

{To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  71.] 

TTie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  "a  bill 
{S.  71)  to  amend  an  act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
michigaa^^  report : 

That,  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1807,  entitled 
^*  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  the 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  and  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  land  office 
at  Detroit,  were  constituted  a  board  of  commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  said  Territory,  with  full 
''power  to  hear  and  decide,  in  a  summary  manner,  all  matters  respecting 
such  claims,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  to  administer  oaths  and 
examine  witnesses,  and  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  adduced,  and  to 
determine  thereon  according  to  justice  and  equity." 

The  powers  of  this  board  of  commissioners  were  continued  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  acts  of  the  23d  of  April,  1812,  the  11th  of  May,  1820,  and  the 
21st  of  February,  1823,  until  they  had  made  their  final  report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  and  on  the  17th  of  April,  1828,  an  act  was  passed 
confirming  such  claims  as  had  been  recommended  for  confirmation,  under 
the  two  last  mentioned  acts,  and  providing  that  patents  should  be  issued  to 
the  claimants.  In  accordance  with  that  act,  patents  were  issued,  and  the 
reports  of  the  comtnissioners  have  been  carried  into  full  effect  in  all  cases, 
it  is  believed,  excepting  wh^re  the  lands  claimed  had  been  sold  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  either  before  the  board  acted  on  the  claims, 
or  after  they  had  acted,  and  before  the  passage  of  the  law  confirming  their 
decisions. 

Where  the  lands  claimed  had  been  disposed  of  before  their  decisions 
were  made,  the  commissioners  recommended  the  confirmation  of  other 
lands,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  respective  claims,  in  lieu  of  those  sp  disposed 
of;  and  these  other  lands  have,  it  is  understood,  in  most  cases  been  with- 
held from  $ale  on  this  account;  but  no  patents  for  them  have  yet  been 
issued  to  the  claimants,  because  the  particular  tracts,  so  recommended  for 
confirmation  were  not  designated  by  the  commissioners,  and  the  law  con- 
taining the  confirmation  did  not  prescribe  the  manner  ip  which,  or  the 
person  by  whom,  the  selection  should  be  made. 

Blair  Rives,  &  printers. 
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The  first  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration  provides  that  this  shall 
be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the-  Treasury.  When  the 
selections  shall  have  been  made  by  him,  patents  will,  of  course,  be  issoed 
for  them  in  the  usuiBtl  manner.  .1 

In  the  other  class  of  cases,  where  the  parrticular  tracts  which  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  commissioners  were  sold  or  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  said  act  of  the  1 7th  of  April,  1828,  it 
is  understood  that  no  lands  nave  been  reserved  from  sale  in  their  vicinitf 
which  can  be  given  in  lieu  of  those  so  disposed  of.  The  second  section  of 
the  bill,  therefore,  very  properly  provides  that  the  claimants  may  select, 
elsewhere  in  the  State,  a  number  of  acres,  of  any  of  the  public  lands  sub- 
ject to  entry  at  private  sale,  equal:  iti  ampunt  to  that  which  they  would 
have  received,  had  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  been  carried  into  foil 
effect. 

The  claims  that  will  be  provided  for  by  the  bill  will  be  about  ten  in 
number ;  and  the  aggregate  quantity  of  land  embraced  by  them  will 
probably  not  exceed  three  thousand  acres. 
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3d  Session, 


DOCUMENTS 


RELITINO 


To  the  claim  of  Colonel  A.  G,  Morgan^  of  Missouri,  for  military  services 

in  Florida. 


January  2, 1839. 

Referred,  with  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

February  16,  1839. 

Ordered  to  be  printed,  to  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  290. 

In  Senate  op  the  United  States, 

January  2,  1839- 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 
Resolved,  That  tJie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  payment  and  compensation  to  Colonel 
A.  G.  Morgan,  of  Missouri,  for  military  services  in  Florida,  and  for  raising 
troops  for  service  in  that  Territory. 
Attest  I 

ASBURY  DlGKmS,  Secretary. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  Mo., 

August  18,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  few  days  since,  offering  to  raise  three  hundred  volun- 
teer riflemen,  since  which  your  order  to  Major  Dougherty  has  changed 
my  views.  The  Delawares  are  under  my  control,  or  as  much  so  as  any 
white  man  can  have  with  them,  and  I  shall  use  my  influence  to  have  them 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  Government. 

The  policy  of  raising  one  red  man  against  another  with  me  is  ques- 
tionable, yet  I  am  convinced  that  no  troops  can  be  brought  into  the  field 

o  well  calculated  to  insure  success  as  the  Delawares  and  Shawnees. 
.  Si  Major  Dougherty  is  absent  at  St.  Louis,  but  will  be  here  in  a  few  days, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  wiU  be  successful.  If  not,  it  shall  not  be  my  fault. 
The  selection  of  Major  Dougherty  is  a  good  one,  either  to  control  or  lead  the 
Indians  into  battle.  And  permit  me  to  say  to  you,  that  I  conceive  it  bad 
policy  to  place  any  one  over  them,  save  those  they  may  choose.  I  know 
the  Indian  character  too  vvell  not  to  be  convinced  that  this  will  be  a  very 
important  consideration  with  them,  so  much  so  as  to  perhaps  jeopardize 
the  expedition  or  its  object  * 

1  b^  you  will  receive  this  letter  in  the  same  spirit  it  is  written. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  MORGAN. 

To  the  Hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  qf  War. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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War  Department,  August  31,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  announcing  your 
readiness  to  co-operate  with  Major  Dougherty  in  procuring  a  force  amonjr 
the  Delawares  and  Shawnees,  to  proceed  to  Florida,  and  am  gratified  by 
the  good  spirit  it  evinces.  The  letter  you  mention  having  written  to  offer 
to  raise  three  hundred  volunteer  riflemen ,  for  that  service,  has  not  yet 
reached  the  department. 

General  Atkinson  has  been  advised  of  the  desire  of  the  Corarmanding 
General  in  Florida  to  raise  three  or  four  companies  of  riflemen,  designated 
by  him  as  spy  companies,  composed  of  men  accustomed  to  the  border  wars, 
and  acquainted  with  the  Indian  manner  of  conducting  them.  He  will  be 
directed  to  correspond  with  you  on  the  subject,  and  your  aid  in  procuring 
the  men  will  no  doubt  be  efficacious,  and  be  thankfully  acknowledged^by 
the  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

A.  G.  Morgan,  Esq., 

Past  Sutler y  Fhrt  Leavenworthy  Missouri. 


War  Department,  September  6,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  containing  the  pat- 
riotic ofier  of  your  own  services,  and  those  of  "  three  hundred  backwoods- 
men, or  bee  hunters,"  in  the  capacity  of  a  spy  battalion  ta  operate  in 
Florida.  General  Atkinson  has  been  instructed  to  accept  your  ofier,  and 
to  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Morgai^, 

Farm  on  Platte^  Missouri. 

iThis  was  received  after  I  had  commenced  raising  the  160  men,  on  tfa« 
er  of  General  Atkinson.] 


FLORIDA  WAR. 

To  the  young  men  of  the  Missouri  frontier  : 

Our  Government  requires  the  services  of  between  150  and  200  yoong 
men  of  the  "  par  west"  to  march  to  Florida  to  assist  in  putting  down  the 
Seminole  Indians.  It  has  offered  me  the  appointment  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
which  I  will  cheerfully  accept  provided  the  men  can  be  raised.  The  men 
are  to  serve  for  six  months  or  less,  and  to  receive  good  pay.  The  officers 
to  be  selected  by  ourselves,  and  to  act  together  as  a  separate  battalion,  and 
fight  "  ON  OUR  OWN  *i\pok"  Now  is  the  time  to  show  the  world  what 
kmd  of  stuff  we  are  made  of.  Let  us  haste  to  the  field  of  battle  and  share 
the  honor  of  closing  a  war  which  has  baffled  the  skill  of  our  ablest  generals. 
There  will  be  one  company  r^sed  fit)m  Clinton  and  its  territory,  one  from 
Clay,  Ray,  and  Carrol,  and  one  from  Platte.  All  those  who  are  disposed  to 
join  will  immediately  report  to  General  David  R.  Atchison,  at  Liberty,  who 
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will  give  all  information  required.     Below  you  will  find  the  letters  ad- 
dressed to  me  on  the  subject 

A.  G.  MORGAN. 


War  Department,  j\vgust  31,  1837. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  announcing  your 
readiness  to  co-operate  with  Major  Dougherty  in  procuring  a  force  among 
the  Shawnees  and  Delawares  to  proceed  to  Florida,  and  am  gratified  by 
the  good  spirit  it  evinces.  The  letter  you  mentioned  having  written,  to 
oflTer  to  raise  three  hundred  volunteer  riflemen  for  that  service,  has  not 
yet  reached  the  department. 

General  Atkinson  has  been  advised  of  the  desire  of  the  commanding 
general  in  Florida  to  raise  three  or  four  companies  of  riflemen,  designated 
by  him  as  spy  companies,  composed  of  men  accustomed  to  the  border  wars, 
and  acquainted  with  the  Indian  manner  of  conducting  them.  He  will  be 
directed  to  correspond  with  you  on  the  subject,  and  your  aid  in  procuring 
the  men  will  no  doubt  be  efficacious,  and  be  thankfully  acknowledged  by 
the  department. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

A.  G.  Morgan,  Esq. 


Head  Quarters,  1st  Dept.,  West.  Division, 

Jefferson  Barracks^  Septeviber  11,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  requiring  me  to  cause  four  companies,  of  fifty  men  each,  to  be  en- 
gaged for  service  in  Florida  during  the  next  campaign.  ,  I  enclose  also  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  you  in  answer  to  your  letter 
of  the  18lh  of  August,  in  reference  to  your  proposition  to  raise  a  corps  of 
three  hundred  riflemen  for  the  Florida  war. 

You  are  hereby  airthorized  to  engage  three  active  intelligent  men  as 
captains,  to  raise  under  your  directions  a  company,  each  of  fifty  men,  to 
serve  for  six  months  after  being  mustered  into  the  service  at  Jeftbrson  bar- 
racks on  their  arrival  there  on  their  way  to  Florida,  but  the  men  to  be  pajd 
from  the  time  they  are  enrolled.  The  fourth  company  will  be  raised  here 
if  practicable,  and  will  join  you  on  your  arrival.  You  will  command,  if 
the  men  can  be  faised,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel. 

In  selecting  the  captains  as  well  as  the  men,  their  character  as  woods- 
men must  correspond  as  nearly  as  practicable  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  as  well  as  to  the  time  for  arriving  at  Tampa  Bay. 

I  will  write  to  you  by  mail  agrain  in  a  day  or  two. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  ATKINSON, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Arniy. 

A.  G.  Morgan,  Es(j. 
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Head  CIuarters,  1st  Dept.  West,  Division, 

Jefferson  Banacks,  September  11, 1837. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  requiring  me  to  cause  four  companies,  of  fifty  men  each,  to  be 
engaged  for  service  in  Florida  during  the  next  campaign.  I  enclose,  also. 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  you,  in  answer  to  your 
letter  of  the  18th  August,  in  reference  to  your  proposition  to  raise  a  corps 
of  three  hundred  riflemen  for  the  Florida  war.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  an 
act  of  Congress'relative  to  the  pay  of  volunteers  when  in  the  service  oi  tlie 
United  States.  Believing  that  the  men  required  cannot  be  enrolled  under 
the  stipulations  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  you  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  engage  three  active,  intelligent  men,  as  captains,  to  raise,  under 
your  directions,  a  company,  each  of  iifry  men,  to  serve  for  six  months  alter 
being  mustered  into  service  at  Jefierson  barracks  on  their  arrival  there  on 
their  way  to  Florida,  but  the  men  to  be  paid  from  the  time  they  are  en- 
rolled. The  fourth  company  will  be  raised  here  if  practicable,  and  will 
join  you  on  your  arrival.  You  will  command,  if  the  men  can  l^  raised, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  In  selecting  the  captains,  as  well  as 
the  men,  their  character,  as  woodsmen,  must  corres|X)nd,  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable, with  the  requirements  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  well  as  to  the 
time  for  arriving  at  Tampa  Bay.  1  will  write  to  you  by  mail  again  in  a 
day  or  two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  ATKINSON, 
Brigadier  General   U.  S.  Army. 

A.  G.  Morgan,  Esq. 


War  Department,  August  28,  1S37. 

Sir:  Major  General  Jesup  expressed  to  this  department  the  opinion  thai 
it  will  be  of  great  importance  in  carrying  out  the  next  campaign  in  Florida, 
to  have  the  services  of  some  troops  to  act  as  spy  companies,  and  he  inti- 
mates that  they  should  be  composed  oi  individuals  well  informed  of  the 
peculiarities  of  the  Indian  character,  who  have  been  accustomed  to  much 
intercourse  with  them,  and  who  Jiave  been  used  to  great  fatigues  and  priva- 
tions. Such  persons,  it  is  believed,  can  more  readily  be  found  at  St.  Louis^ 
and  on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  than  elsewhere,  and  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  endeavor  to  engage  as  many  of  them  as,  will  form 
four  companies  of  fifty  each.  It  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  be  at 
Tampa  Bay  by  the  middle  ot  October  at  latest,  and  the  department  relies 
upon  your  using  your  best  exertions  to  engage  and  send  them  there  by  thai 
time.  They  will  be  entitled  to  the  pay  ana  allowances,  and  to  the  provi- 
sion as  to  pensions,  granted  to  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  the  act  of  which  1  enclose  you  a  copy.  Their  organization  will 
be  arranged  by  the  commanding  general  in  Florida,,  and  you  will,  there- 
fore, have  all  of  thern  mustered  into  the  service  as  privates.  You  are  ai 
liberty  to  call  to  your  aid  in  this  matter  four  of  such  subaltern  officers  in 
your  section  as  can  be  spared  lor  the  purpose,  and  who  could  conduct  these 
troops  to  Florida, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Gan.  H.  Atkinson,  ►St.  Loid^^  MIssoutu 
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Special  order, 
No.  21. 

He Aix  Quarters,  Western  Division, 

*SV.  Louis  Arsenal^  November  6,  1837. 

1.  The  captains  of  the  Missouri  volunteer  mounted  gun  men,  raised  by 
Lieutenent  Colonel  Morgan,  will  make  requisitions  for  rifles,  equipment, 
and  amunition,  sufficient  to  render  every  man  ready  for  action  at  the  mo-i 
ment  of  his  arrival  in  Florida.  These  supphes  will  be  furnished  by  Captain 
Symington,  ordnance  commandant  of  St.  Louis  arsenal. 

2.  Th9  captains  will  require  from  the  quartermaster's  department  trans- 
ports having  ample  room,  and  in  all  other  respects  adapted  to  the  healthful 
and  speedy  conveyance  of  the  troops,  with  their  horses  and  public  stores, 
from  this  place  to  the  barracks  near  New  Orleans,  and  thence  to  Tampa 
Bay,  where,  it  is  hoped,  the  gallant  Missourians  will  be  ready  for  action  by 
the  16th  of  this  month. 

3.  Captain  Crosman,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant  Kingsbury, 
assistant  commissary  and  store  keeper,  will  furnish  the  command  with 
every  authorized  supply  appertaining  to  their  respective  departments,  ne- 
cessary to  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  the  command  in  its  voyage  to  the 
barracks  near  New  Orleans,  when  the  captains  will  require  such  other 
supplies  from  the  officers  at  that  post  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  completion  of  the  voyage.  , 

By  order  of  Major  General  Gaines. 

WOODBURNE  POTTER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Order  ) 
No.  5.  S 

-  Head  Quarters, 'Fort  Brooke, 

Nove^nber  30,  1837. 

1.  Order  No.  4,  of  the  present  dale,  directing  Captain  Sconce  to  report 
with  his  company  for  duty  with  the  Missouri  volunteers,  is  hereby  revoked. 

2.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morgan  will  proceed  with  Captain  Sconce's  com- 
pany and  report  to  Colonel  Taylor. 

By  order  of  General  Armistead  :  H.  GARNER, 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

[General  Armistead,  without  knowing  under  what  circumstances  I  came 
to  Florida,  ordered  the  spies  to  consolidate  with  the  lamented  Gentry's  troop, 
which  I  positively  and  peremptorily  refused  ;  and  this  was  his  order. 

A.  G.  MORGAN.] 


Orper  ) 
No.  67.  ^ 

Head  Quarters,  Army  South  of  the  Withlacoochee, 

Fori  Brooke^  January  12;  1838. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Morgan,  with  the  spy  battalion  of  the  Missouri  vol- 
unteers, will  proceed,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  to  Fort  Gardner, 
and  report  to  Colonel  Taylor  for  duty  in  the  field. 

By  order  of  General  Armistead  :  H.  GARNER^ 

LieutenaiU  cnid  Ai.d-dt-Cata'p. 
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Order 
No.  71. 

Head  (Quarters,  Army  South  of  the  Withlacoochek, 

Fort  Brooke,  January  15,  1838. 

The  first  regiment  of  Missouri  volunteers,  and  the  spy  battalion  of  Mis- 
souri volunieers,  will  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock  for  Fort 
Gardner.  The  quartermasters  of  the  corps  will  make  their  requisition  for 
transportation  on  the  quartermaster  at  this  post,  whidi  will  be  furnished  at 
the  rate  of  four  mules  for  every  seventy-five  men. 
By  order  of  General  Armistead  : 

H.  GARNER, 
Lieutenant  and  Aid-dt-Camf. 


Order. 

Head-CIuarters,  Army  South  of  the  Withlacoochee, 

Camp  on  the  Battle  Ground,  February,  1838.  ] 

It  being  manifest,  from  ,the  recent  movement  in  search  of  the  hostiles, 
that  they  have  broken  up  into  small  parties  and  retired  to  the  swamps  and 
everglades  for  safety,  where  they  cannot  be  reached  by  mounted  troops  or 
even  by  footmen  without  boats,  the  Missouri  volunteers  will  forthwith  proceed, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  Tampa  Bay,  as  it  is  now  out  of  their 
power  to  render  further  service,  during  the  campaign,  against  the  enemy, 
and  report  to  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  who  has  instructions 
from  the  Major  General  commanding  in  Florida  to  discharge  them ;  which 
it  is  hoped  he  will  do  in  the  way  that  is  most  agreeable  totliem  :  that  is,  to 
have  them  mustered  out  of  service  at  Tampa,  or  direct  it  to  be  done  on 
reaching  the  several  places  where  they  were  mustered  into  service. 

The  coloriel  commanding  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  tender  to 
Major  Hughes,  Captain  Russel,  Jackson  Kurd,  as  well  as  the  oflScers  and 
men  of  the  companies,  also  to  Colonel  Morgan  and  the  fexc  offices  and 
men  of  the  spies  that  remained  with  him,  his  sincere  thanks  for  the  zeal 
and  devotion  with  which  they  have  served  in  the  late  movement  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  as  well  for  the  prompt,  cheerful,  and  soldierly  manner  they  hare 
discharged  all  the  duties  required  of  them  in  wading  swamps,  penetrating 
hammocks,  and  various  other  privations  connected  with  the  prosecution  of 
the  campaign  in  an  unexplored  wilderness,  particularly  in  Florida.  He  (an 
assure  them  he  separates  from  them  with  much  regret,  but  will  recur  with 
much  satisfaction  to  events  that  occurred  whilst  operating  with  them.  Ifl 
conclusion,  he  can  only  say  they  carry  with  them  his  best  wishes  for  their 
health  and  prosperity,  as  well  as  for  their  speedy  Tetum  to  their  homes 
happy  meetings  with  their  families,  relations,  and  friends. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Taylor  : 

S.  M.  HILL, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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DOCUMENTS 


8H0WINO 


The  number  of  suUs  on  the  trial  (lockets  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  united  States  for  the  seventh  circuit  during  the  last  three 
years. 


February  18,  1839. 

Submiued  by  Mr.  Wall,  from  the  Committee  on  [the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Washington,  February  15, 1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  return  from  the  clerks  of  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  Uuited  States.within  the  seventh  circuit  of  the  number 
of  causes  in  each  district  at  the  terms  specified.  I  have  procured  these 
statements  to  supply  a  defect  in  a  communication  on  the  same  subject  to 
the  SenatOi  from  the  Department  of  State,  which  has  lately  been  printed. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN  McLE  AN. 

Hon.  a  D.  Wall, 

Chairman  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate, 


The  number  of  suits  on  the  trial  docket  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  and  for  the  seventh  circuit  and  district  of  Ohio  are  as 
(UlowBi  to  wit : 

July temii  1836  ..-•--  78causes. 

December  term,  1836      -  -  -  -  -  80 

Iftay  term,  1837  .-...-  86 

December  term,  1837      -  -  -  -  -  101  - 

July  term,  1838   ..-.--  103 

December  term,  1838       -  -  -  -  -  114 

Tbs  United  States  of  America,  ) 

Diatrieiof  Ohioi  \^^' 

I,  William  Miner,  cleric  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  within 

and  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  statement 

of  the  number  of  suits  on  the  trial  docket  of  said  court  at  the  terms  stated. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal 

[^.  8i]  of  said  court,  at  the  city  of  Columbus,  the  25th  day  of  Januaiy, 

A.  B.  1639; 

Attest :  WILLIAM  HIKfiE^  OUrk. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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United  States  of  America,  )  rp      -. . 
District  of  Indiana,  ) 

I,  Horace  Bassett,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Indiana,  do  hereby  certify  that,  at  the  December  term  of  the  cir- 
cuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  aforesaid,  in  the  year  1837, 
there  were  for  trial,  on  the  docket  of  the  court,  one  criminal  cause  and 
fifty-one  civil  causes ;  and  at  the  May  term  of  said  court,  1838,  there  were 
lor  trial  one  criminal  cause  and  fifty-three  civil  causes ;  and  at  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  said  court,  1838,  there  were  for  trial  one  criminal  cause  and 
eighty-nine  civil  causes. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court  at , Indianapolis,  the  29th 
Fl.  s.]  day  of  January,  1839. 

H.  BASSETT,  CUrL 


Clerk's  Office,  Circuit  Court  U.  S.  A.,  )  rp       », 
District  of  Illinois,  \^io  wu: 

1,  James  F.  Owings,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Illinois,  certify  that,  at  the  following  named  terms  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  circuit  court  for  the  district  of  Illinois,  there  were  upon  the  dock- 
ets of  said  court  the  following  number  of  suits,  to  wit : 

At  the  November  term,  A.  D.  1837,  there  were  24  causes;  of  which  8 
were  causes  to  which  the  United  States  of  America  were  party ;  1  in 
chancery ;  and  of  which  16  were  causes  to  which  individuals  were  party ; 
1  in  chancery. 

At  the  June  term,  A.  D.  1838;  there  were  24  causes ;  of  which  14  were 
causes  to  which  the  United  States  of  America  were  party  ;  1  criminal ; 

1  in  chancery ;  and  of  which  10  were  causes  to  which  individuals  were 
party  ;  2  confessed  judgment ;  1  in  chancery. 

At  the  December  term,  A.  D.  1838,  there  were  83  causes  ;  of  which  14 
were  causes  to  which  the  United  States  of  America  were  party;  1  in 
chancery ;  and  of  whiqh  69  were  causes  to  which  individuals  were  party^ 

2  confessed  judgment ;  6  in  chancery. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  as  clerk  as 
aforesaid,  at  Vandalia,  this  second  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1839,  and  of  our 
independence  the  sixty-third  year. 

JAMES  F.  OWINGS,  Clerk, 


Circuit  Court,  of  the  United  States, 

District  of  Michigan,  \  **  *' 

I  certify  that  the  records  of  said  court  show  that — 
In  October  term,  1837  -  -  -        23  cases  were  commenced. 

In  June  term,  1838        -  -  -      201  cases  were  conmienced. 

In  November  term,  1838  -  -      107  cases  were  commenced. 

Total  .      331cases. 


Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  circuit  court  of  the  United 
.  S.J  States,  for  the  district  of  Michigan,  this  fourth  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  of  pur  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

JOHN  WINDER,  Cfcf*. 
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.4  return  of  the  number  6f  suits  on  the  dockets  of  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  StcUes,  within  the  'respective  districts  which  compose 
the  seventh  circuit. 


OHIO. 


July  term,  1836 

December  term,  1836 

May  term,  1837 

Deceiifiber  term,  1837 

July  term,  1838 

December  term,  1838 


December  term,       1837 
May  term,  1838 

November  term,       1838 


INDIANA. 


78  causes. 

80 

86 
101 
103 
114 


62 
54 
90 


ILLINOIS. 


November  term,     « 1837 
June  term,  1838 

December  term,        1838 


24 
24 
83 


MICHIGAN. 


October  term,  1837  •  •  -  -        p  23 

June  term;  1838  -  -  -  -         "  201 

November  term,       1638     V     -  -  -  r  107 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  in  all  the  above  districts  judgment  is  entered 
at.the  first  term ;  so  that  the  greater  part  of  the  above  suits  are  appear- 
ances at  the  terms  stated. 

February  15,  1839. 
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3d  Session. 


DOCUMENT 


RELATING 


To  (he  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,  in  the  Territory  of 

Wisconsin. 


February  18,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  February  16,  1839. 

Sir  :  Resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  the  Senate,  during  its  present 
session,  which  may  perhaps  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  injuriously  the 
standing  with  the  public  of  all  of  the  banking  institutions  of  Wisconsin. 

1  ask  leave  to  submit  to  the  Senate  an  extract  from  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin,  in  relation  to 
the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,  of  which  I  have  been  the  president  since  its 
charter  has  been  in  operation.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  DOTY. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral 
Point,  January  4,  1839,  as  taken  from  the  report  of  the  committee : 

Discounted  bills       ...  - 

Securities     -  -  .     .       .  - 

Contingent  expenses  -  -  - 

Advances  on  lead    -  -  -  - 

Profit  and  loss  -  -  -  - 

Cash — United  States  Treasury  notes 
Illinois,  Missouri,  and  New  York  bank  notes 
Specie  in  bank         .... 
Corporation  notes     .  -  -  - 

Cash  items  -  -  -  - 

Banking-house  and  furniture 

Bank  of  Wisconsin  ... 

Branch  Illinois  State  Bank,  at  Galena 

Advances  on  public  buildings 

Over  drafts  .  -  .  .  - 
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$66,848  58 

- 

14,495  40 

^ 

J, 007  27 

„          » 

9,730  12 

•            •■ 

77  41 

$7,995  37 

. 

17,558  00 

36,444  44 

1,494  00 

1 

6,066  67 

• 

69,498  48 

. 

2,331  01 

»         '  „ 

5,590  68 

. 

870  76 

. 

908  12 

- 

5,187  80 

• 

175,645  62 
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Capital  stock 
Discount  received 
Circulation 
Deposites 


$100,000  00 

743  64 

63,076  00 

21,716  98 

176,545  62 


The  committee  close  the  report  as  follows : 

"  From  a  full  and  particular  investigation  of  its  books  and  funds,  and 
from  the  statements  of  its  cashier,  under  oath,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
confidence  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  placed,  your  committee  unhesi- 
tatingly express  the  belief  that  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point  is  in  a  sound 
and  safe  condition." 


26th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  [  23 1  1 

3d  Session. 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF  Tfl£ 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  LOUISIANA, 


ADVERSE 


To  the  Sub-Treasury  systenij  and  in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of  a 

National  Bank. 


February  18,  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Sec.  1.  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  whether  derived  from  duties  on  imports,  sales  of  public 
lands,  taxes,  or  other  sources,  belongs  to  the  people,  being  raised  for  their 
use  and  benefit ;  therefore,  the  power  to  provide  for  the  custody  and  control 
of  it  should  rest  with  their  representatives,  as  free  as  possible  from  executive 
direction. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  resolved^  That  the  dues  of  the  Government, 
whether  for  duties  on  imports,  the  public  lands,  postage  on  letters,  or  taxes, 
ought  to  be  receivable  in  the  same  currency  that  the  people  generally  receive, 
and  give  in  payment,  to  wit :  in  gold  and  silver,  or  the  notes  of  solvent 
baDks,  convertible  into  specie. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  resolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Leorislature, 
solvent  banks  arc  safer  depositories  of  the  public  money  than  individuals; 
and,  for  the  fiscal  purposes  of  the  Government,  we  have  the  authority  of 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  others  high  in  authority,  for 
saying  they  are  "  a  class  of  agents,  economical,  convenient,  and  useful ;" 
and  we  have  the  same  authority  for  saying  that  personal  agencies,  in  the 
keeping  and  transmitting  of  the  public  revenue,  ought  to  be  avoided,  in  all 
practicable  cases,  because  they  are  less  convenient,  less  secure,  and  more 
complex,  if  not  more  expensive,  than  bank  a«:encies. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  resolved^  That  this  Legislature  is,  and,  we  believe, 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  this  State  are,  opposed  to  the  system  of 
keeping  and  transmitting  the  public  revenue  by  personal  agencies,  whenever 
it  can  be  avoided ;  because  it  is  inconvenient,  insecure,  and  expensive ; 
because  it  is  calculated  to  increase  the  power  of  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  General  Government,  by  adding  to  the  number  of  the  Executive 
appointments ;  giving  too  much  control  to  the  President  over  the  finances 
and  fiscal  action  of  the  Government ;  because  it  is  adverse  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  country. 
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Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  resolved^  That  the  idea  of  an  exclusive  metallic 
currency,  for  the  use  of  the  people,  or  of  the  General  Government,  is  now 
impracticable,  and  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State  ;  and  any  attempt 
to  make  gold  and  silver  or  Treasury  notes  the  exclusive  medium  of  payment 
of  dues  to  the  General  Government,  meets  the  decided  disapprobation  of 
this  Legislature. 

Sfic.  6.  Be  it  further  resolvedy  That  we  concur  fully  in  the  opinions 
expressed  by  James  Madison,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
message  to  Congress,  delivered  on  the  3d  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1816,  thaty  "for  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  essential  that  the  nation  should  possess  a 
currency  of  equal  value,  credit,  and  use,  wherever  it  may  circulate ;  the 
constitution  has  intrusted  Congress  exclusively  with  the  power  of  creating 
and  regulating  a  currency  of  Uiat  description  ;"  and  we  believe  the  power 
ought  to  be  exercised  as  early  as  possible. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  constitutionality  of  a  national 
bank  has  been  sanctioned  by  General  Washington,  assented  to  by  James 
Madison,  and  conceded  by  other  distinguished  patriots  and  statesmen ;  that 
Congress  and  the  highest  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  have  affirmed  it ; 
and  we  can  now  scarcely  consider  it  an  open  question. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  resolved.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature, 
a  national  bank  properly  constituted,  (due  regard  being  had  to  the  rights  of 
the  States,)  cannojt  fail  to  be  an  important  auxiliary  in  carrying  into  effect 
the  power  of  Congress  to  create  and  regulate  a  currency  of  equal  vajue^ 
credit;  and  use,  wherever  it  may  circulate,  and  to  facilitate  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  General  Government. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  be  requested,  by  all  fair  and  honorable  means,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  principles  and  opinions  asserted  in  these  resolutions,  and  vote  on 
all  questions  that  may  be  presented  for  their  consideration,  as  will,  in  the 
best  manner,  sustain  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  them. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  be 
requested  to  transmit,  without  delay,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives in  CongresSj  copies  of  these  resolutions,  to  be  laid  before  their 
respective  houses. 

WM.  DE  BUYS, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

FELIX  GARCU, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  February  6.  1839. 

A.  B.  ROMAN, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana^ 


25th  CoNGJfiEss,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  333  1 


3c{  Session. 


RESOLUTIONS 


OP  A 

CONVENTION  OF  DELEGATES  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  FLORIDA 


IN  FAVOR 


0/  the  repeal  or  modification  of  certain  acts  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  that  Terriiorj/,  incorporating  banking  and  other  institutions. 


February  18,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tallahassee,  Florida,  January  20,  1839. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  convention  of  delegates  of 
the  people  of  Florida,  lately  in  session  at  St.  Joseph,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  certain  resolutions  relating  to  banks  and  incorporations ;  and  I  am, 
sir,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  RAYM.  REID. 
fliCHARD  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 


In  Convention,  at  St.  Joseph,  Florida, 

Thursday,  December  3,  1 838. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  soon  after  the 
cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,  incorporated  by  law  the  Ter- 
xitorial  Government  of  Florida,  and  delegated  the  legislative  power  over 
all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation  to  an  officer  called  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory,  appointed  by,  and  holding  his  office  at  the  will  of  the  Ex;ecutive 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  body  called  the  Legislative  Council,  at  first 
appointed,  but  subsequently  allowed  to  be  chosen  by  certain  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  Territory,  Congress  expressly  requiring  report  to  be  annually 
made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  all  the  laws  made  by  said 
Governor  and  Legislative  Council,  "  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  which, 
if  disapproved  by  Congress,  were  to  be  thenceforth  of  no  force  :" 

And  whereas,  said  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  have  passed  numer- 
ous acts,  incorporating  banking,  railroad,  and  other  companies ;  and  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory,  in  pursuance  of  certain  provisions  contained 
in  such  acts,  has  executed  and  delivered  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida 
bonds  amounting  to  the  sum  of  three  milUons  of  dollars  in  the  name  of, 
and  bhiding  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  the  payment  of  the  said  sum ;  and 
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has  made  guarantees  in  the  name  of  said  Territory,  on  bonds  of  the  Bank 
of  Pensacoia,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  bonds 
and  guarantees  have  been  negotiated,  and  the  money  received  by  said  banks 

respectively : 

And  the  said  Bank  of  Pensacoia  claims  the  right,  under  the  charter 
granted  her  as  aforesaid,  to  have  further  guarantees  executed  to  her  by  the 
Territory  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars : 

And  the  Soutfiern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  also  claim  the 
right,  under  the  charter  granted  to  them,  to  have  the  guarantee  of  the 
r^rritory  on  their  bonds  to  an  amount  not  limited  by  law :  And  the  fore- 
going, with  the  other  banking,  railroad,  and  other  charters,  contain  other 
grants  of  powers  highly  objectionable,  and  have  already  produced  serious 
injuries,  and  are  calculated  to  embar]:ass  the  Government  of  the  State  io 
its  future  operations,  and  also  to  produce  further  great  loss,  detriment,  and 
injury  to  the  people :         • 

And  whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  their  power  aforesaid, 
can  remedy  and  correct  the  injury  for  the  future,  and  relieve  the  people 
from  their  embarrassment  in  this  respect  : 

Be  it  resolved,  therefore^  That  the  early  attention  of  Congress  be,  and 
is  hereby,  earnestly  requested  to  this  subject :  and  this  convention,  in  be- 
half of  the  people  of  Florida,  solenmly  invoke  its  aid,  in  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  remedy,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  evils  which  have  already  resulted 
from  the  improvident  and  injudicious  acts  of  the  Territorial  Legislature, 
and  to  prevent  the  disastrous  consequences  which  it  is  apprehended  may 
ensue,  from  the  same  cause ;  and  whilst  this  convention  would  deprecate 
any  course  calculated  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  to  weaken  the 
credit,  or  to  affect  injuriously  the  character  and  honor  of  the  people  of 
Florida,  they  respectfully  insist  that  that  honorable  body  will  take  such 
action  upon  the  subject  by  altering,  repealing,  or  amending  the  charters 
which  have  been  granted,  or  by  modifying  the  same,  as  will  protect  the 
people  from  further  injury,  maintain  their  rights  as  a  free  people,  and  pre- 
serve their  just  interests  and  privileges. 

ROBT.  RAYMOND  REID, 

President  of  the  Convention. 
JOSHUA  KNOWLES,  Secretary. 


In  Convention  at  St.  Joseph,  Florida, 

Saturday,  January  5,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  thQ  preamble  and  resolution  adopted  by  the  convention 
on  the  subject  of  banking  be  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  president  of  this 
convention,  and  that  copies  thereof  be  forwarded  to  the  President  and  Tice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  a  copy  thereof  be  also  forwarded  to  the 
Delegate  in  Congress  from  this  Territory,  with  a  request  that  the  action  of 
that  honorable  body  be  had  thereon. 

ROBT.  RAYMOND  REID, 

President  of  the  Conventicn* 
J.  KNOWLES,  Secretary. 


25th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  333  ] 

3d  Session. 


MEMORIAL 


OF  THE 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  FLORIDA, 


PRAYING 


The  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  enrolment  of  a  number  of  volun- 

I     teers  for  the  defence  of  that  Territory, 


February  18,  1839. 

Ordered  to  be  printed,  to  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  160. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the   United  States  of 

Am  erica  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida 

Respectfully  represents  : 

That  for  more  than  three  years  past  a  war  of  extermination  on  the* 
part  of  the  Seminole  Indians  has  been  prosecuted  against  the  people  of  this 
Territory;  that  hundreds  of  valuable  lives  have  been  sacrificed,  and 
thousands  of  private  property  have  been  destroyed ;  that  although  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  shown  a  proper  regard  for  the  safe- 
ty of  the  people,  and  a  just  sympathy  for  their  sufferings,  by  extending 
in  some  degree  relief  to  the  unfortunate,  and  affording  the  ordinary  protec- 
tion against  the  attacks  of  the  enemy ;  that  although  the  war  has  been 
conducted  by  able  and  experienced  generals,  and  well  appointed  armies 
have  been  employed,  it  still  continues  with  all  its  disastrous  consequences, 
without  the  hope  of  termination,  by  the  measures  heretofore  pursued.  The 
people  of  the  Territory  have  hailed  with  the  highest  approbation  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  m  his  annual  report,  both 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Indians.  They 
confidently  believe,  if  carried  into  execution,  both  will  be  successful ;  that 
those  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  will  be  reinstated  in  their 
possession ;  that  the  hardy  defenders  of  the  frontiers,  who  have  so  long 
maintained  their  posts  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  exposed  to  every  peril, 
will  be  enabled  to  cultivate  their  fields  in  peace,  and  sleep  without  the  ap- 
prehension of  being  awakened  by  the  midnight  yell  of  the  savages.  They 
are  equally  confident  that  by  proper  encouragement  to  emigration  and  set- 
tlement, every  portion  of  the  peninsula  susceptible  of  cultivation  will  in  a 
v^ry  short  time  be  permanently  located  by  enterprising  emigrants,  who  will 
seek  the  enemy  in  his  lurking  places,  and  relieve  the  country  from  his 
presence.  Your  memorialists  beUeve  this  the  most  efficient  plan  by  which 
they  can  be  relieved  from  the  disastrous  results  of  this  sanguinary  and 
protracted  war.    Your  memorialists  have  read  and  attentively  consider^fl 
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the  bill  which  has  been  introduced  in  the  Senate,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  desirable  object,  and  while  they  admire  the  liberality  of  the  provisions, 
and  are  gratefully  impressed  for.  the  feelings  by  which  it  was  dictated, 
they  believe  that  although  it  may  ultimately  effect  the  purpose  designed, 
that  this  may  be  much  more  certainly  and  expeditiously  achieved  by  an 
amendment  which  they  beg  leave  most  i^pectlully  to  suggest,  and  which 
will  be  attended  with  less  expense  to  the  Government.  •  Your  memorialists 
believe,  without  the  mutual  confidence  and  protection  the  settlers  would 
derive  from  a  military  organization,  without  the  rules  of  discipline  and 
subordination,  so  necessary  for  their  defence  against  the  attacks  of  the  ene- 
my, without  the  number  essential  to  insure  safety,  few  would  be  willing  to 
expose  their  lives  and  those  of  their  families,  by  a  location  within  tha  ene- 
my's country :  while  under  ar  different  sj^tem,  thousands  would  be  organ- 
ized in  the  neighboring  States  into  regiments  and  companies,  and  would 
march  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  or  orders  6f  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  any  point  required,  prepared  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  hiding 
places,  and  make  the  wilderness  their  home.  In  anticipation  of  such  a 
system,  your  memorialists  are  informed  that  thousands  of  the  hardy  moun- 
taineers of  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  under  enterprising  leaders,  are  now  or- 
ganizing and  are  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warnmg  to  fix  their  destiny 
in  the  peninsula  of  Florida.  Your  memorialists  would  therefore  respectfully 
suggest  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
ceive such  number  of  persons,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand,  first,  from  arnono^ 
the  citizens  of  Florida,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  from  among  the  citizens  of  the 
different  States  as  may  offer  their  services  as  settlers  in  this  Territory,  to  be 
.organized  into  companies,  regiments,  and  brigades,  to  be  allowed  pay  and 
subsistence  from  their  respective  places  of  rendezvous,  and  to  continue  for 
twelve  months ;  to  be  supplied  with  forage  for  six  mpnths,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  war  each  private  and  non-commissioned  officer  to  receive  a  grant  in 
fee  simple  of  one  quarter  section  of  land,  and  the  officers  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, or  such  other  quantities  as  Congress  may  direct.  Under  these 
provisions  your  memorialists  entertain  the  most  sanguine  belief  that  the 
war  with  the  Seminoles  will  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termina- 
tion.   And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

E.  L.  DRAKE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JOHN  WARREN, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  February  8,  1839. 

R.  K.  CALL,  Oovcmor  of  Florida. 

Territory  op  Florida  : 

I,  John  P.  Duval,  Secretary  of  Florida,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a 

true  copy  from  the  original  memorial  in  my  office ;  in  testimony  wfaeie- 

I         1  of  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Terri- 

V^'^'\  tory  to  be  affixed,  at  Tallahassee,  this  8th  day  of  February,  A. D. 

1839,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  63d  year. 

JOHN  P.  DUVAL 


25th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [  234  ] 

3d  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  18,  1839. 

Submitted  by  Mr.  Robbins,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Resolutions  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  committee  of  the  Joint  Committee 

on  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 

1.  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States,  they  having  ac- 
cepted the  trust  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  of  London,  to  execute 
that  trust  bona  fide,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
testator.  ' 

2.  Resolvedj  That  the  trust  being  to  found  an  institutibn  in  the  city  of 
Washin^n  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men, 
the  kind  of  institution  which  will  have  the  effect  intended  and  described 
in  the  m6st  eminent  de^e  will  be  the  kind  of  institution  which  ought  in 
good  faith  to  be  adopted,  as  being  most  in  accordance  with  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  testator. 

3.  Resolved^  That  all  experience  having  shown  scientific  and  literary 
institutions  to  be,  by  far,  the  most  effectual  means  to  the  end  of  increasing 
and  diffusine^  knowledge  among^  men,  the  Smithsonian  institution  should 
be  a  scientific  and  literary  institution,  formed  upon  a  model  the  best  cal- 
culated to  make  those  means  the  most  effectual  to  that  end. 

4.  Resolved^  That  to  apply  said  trust-fund  to  the  erection  and  support 
of  an  observatory  would  not  be  to  fulfil,  bona  Jide,  the  intention  of  the 
testator ;  nor  would  it  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  to 
owe  such  an  establishment  to  foreign  eleemosynary  means. 
A.  ROBBINS,  Chairman. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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MEMORIAL 

OP 

THE  AMERICAN  SOCIETY  FOR  THE   DIFFUSION    OF  USE- 

FUL  KNOWLEDGE, 

PRAriNO 

The  attention  of  Congress  to  the  important  objects  of  that  institution. 


February  19,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Society 
for  the  Diffusion  of  useful  Knowledge,  it  was 

Resolved^  In  view  of  the  national  importance  of  the  objects  of  that 
institution,  to  submit  an  exposition  of  its  origin  and  designs  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Executive  and  Le^lative  departments  of  our  General  and 
State  GoverAments,  and  to  their  fellow-citizens,  generally,  throughout  the 
United  States. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  dele^tion  to  visit  Washington  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  above  resolution  into  effect,  and  we  do,  in 
behalf  of  the  institution  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  respectfully  solicit 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  objects  .of  the  society,  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  accompanying  papers,  trusting  that  it  may  appear  proper  to 
Congress  to  take  such  order  as  may  seem  right,  for  adding  the  pubtieations 
of  the  society  to  the  national  library. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

C.  S.  STEWART, 


Washinoton,  February  18,  1839. 


J.  PRODDFIT, 

JOHN  T.  GILCHRIST, 

eORHAM  D.  ABBOTT. 


■  »i 


Bieur  A  Rives,  printers. 
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THE  AMERICAN  SOCIETY 

FOR  rex 

DIFFUSION  OF  USEFUL.  KNOWLEDGE. 

''Promote,  as  objects  of  primary  importance,  insiiiulions  for  the  diffusion  of  knowle*!ge." 

Wasbii«uton*£  Farbwell  ADDtiat. 

THE  KXECUTIV^  COMMITTEE. 

James  Brown,  Esq..  of  New  York,  Chairman. 

Thomas  Cock  Lewis  C.  Beck 

John  Torrey  Mariniis  Willelt 

Aloiizo  Potter  John  Proiidfit 

Wilbur  Fisk  John  A.  Vaughan 

Jacob  Abbott  William  Adams 

Bela  B.  Edwards  George  F.  Allen 

Leonard  Bacon  William  B.  Calhoun 

Calvin  E.  Stowe  Robert  Kelly 

Charles  Butler  Charles  S.  Stewart 

Cornelius  Baker  Anthony  P.  Halsey,  Treasurer. 

John  T.  Gilchrist  Gorham  D.  Abbott,  Secretary. 

The  deep  interest  now  appearing  in  almost  ever/ civilized  country,  in 
the  extension  and  improvement  of  popular  education  and  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,  is  a  distinguisbing  peculiarity  of  the  present  age. 
The  world  seems  waking  up  to  the  work  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  illu- 
mination of  mankind.  England,  France,  the  Grermfinic  Stat^  and  even 
Russia,  appear  to  be  vieiug  with  each  other  in  measures  to  enlighten  and 
elevate  the  great  body  of  trie  people,  and  to  promote  the  highest  interests  of 
literature,  science,  and  art.  The  appointment  of  '^  ministers  of  public  in- 
struction,'^ of  ^'Ixmrds,'  and  ^^commissioners  of  education,'^  the  societies  (or 
the  "  advancement,"  and  the  ^^diffusion  of  knowledge,"  the  large  private 
benefactions  and  public  opprppriatioos  in  furtherance  of  these  objects,  in- 
dicate the  extent  and  strength  of  this  new  impulse  iu  the  cause  of  human 
improvement 

The  United  States  of  America  have  not  less  at  stake  in  this  great  move- 
ment of  the  a^e  than  any  other  nation,  and  must  not  be  behind  the  very 
foremost  in  this  great  work  of  philanthropy.  The  society  named  above 
was  designed  to' accomplish  for  our  country  what  other  instrumentalities 
are  doin^  for  other  nations* 

This  institution  was  organized  about  two  years  since,  and  was^ooaaiier 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Its  general 
objects,  as  its  name  imports,  are  to  extend  the  means  and  improve  the  char- 
acter of  public  instruction  ;  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our  national  litera- 
ture ;  and  to  promote  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  correct  principles 
among  all  classes  of  the  community.  The  society  aims  to  accomplish  its 
objects,  by  uniting  the  influence  and  efforts  of  literary,  benevolent,  and 
philanthropic  men  throughout  the  country,  in  employing  the  appropriate 
means.    The  immediate  designs  of  the  society  are  the  folIowin£^ : 

1st.  The  publication  and  general  introduction  of  a  national  school  library. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  are  at  least  fifty  thousand  schools  in  oar 
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CMiatry ;  and  it  is  now  generally,  if  not  universally,  admilled,  that  every 
one  should  be  supplied  with  an  appropriate  hbrary.  For  this  purpose,  the 
society  proposed,  from  the  outset,  the  publication  of  a  series  of  popular 
works,  upon  all  those  branches  of  knowledge,  most  interesting  and  useful 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people ;  including  history,  voyages,  and  travels, 
biography,  natural  history,  the  physical,  intellectual,  moral,  and  political 
sciences,  agriculture,  manufactures,  arts,  commerce,  belles  letters,  the  history 
and  philosopliy  of  education,  and  the  evidences  of  Christianity ;  for  it  is  a 
principle  adopted  by  the  committee,  "that  the  universal  diffusion  of  know- 
^  ledge,  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  is  indispensable  for  bringing 
any  people  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  best  civil  and  social  institutions." 
The  committee  have  already  adopted  and  published  one  set,  comprising  fifty 
volumes,  of  the  most  approved  works  on  several  of  these  topics. 

Such  a  library,  embracing  in  its  various  departments  a  wide  range  of 
subjects  suited  to  the  different  tastes,  ages,  circumstances,  and  capacities  of 
readers,  and  prepared  with  special  reference  to  this  object,  would  bring  the 
means  of  improvement  and  happiness  within  the  reach  of  the  youth  and 
general  population  of  a  country,  in  a  manner  without  parallel  in  the  history 
of  the  world  ;  and,  stamped  with  the  impress  and  breathing  the  free  spirit 
of  the  institutions  of  America,  could  scarce  fail  of  becoming  a  means  of  so 
enlightening  the  minds,  refining  the  tastes,  and  elevating  the  pursuits  of  the 
millions  of  our  youthful  population,  as  to  brine  them  forward  better  pre- 
pared than  any  generation  that  have  preceded  them,  to  act  nobly  their 
part  as  men,  and  discharge  faithfully  their  duties  as  citizens  of  a  mighty 
republic. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  their  last  session,  passed 
a  law,  making  it  obligatory  upon  each  of  the  ten  thousand  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  State  to  pi'ovide  a  library.  The  operation  of  this  law  during 
the  three  jrears  to  come,  will  occasion  the  purchase  in  that  Stftte  alone,  of 
nearly  a  million  of  vohimes.  Many  of  the  other  States,  both  east  and 
west,  have  also  commenced  action  on  the  same  subject,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  school  library  system  will  soon  become  universal, 
and  each  of  the  fifty  thousand  schools  of  our  country  be  furnished  by 
law,  or  the  force  of  public  opinion,  with  a  free  circulating  library. 

Books  of  the  right  kind  and  in  sufficient  quantities  for  this  purpose  are 
not  now  in  existence  ;  many  must  yet  be  prepared  specially  adapted  to  the 
object ;  and  it  is  a  question  of  momentous  importance,  shall  the  books  for 
these  libraries  be  supplied  with  no  other  care  than  what  ordinarily  attends 
a  hasty  selection  ?  Language  cannot  exaggerate  the  evils  which  may  follow 
the  careless  introduction  of  improper — possibly  immoral — books  to  our 
youthful  population,  nor  can  the  good  be  estimated  which  may  arise  to 
all  the  social,  intellectual,  and  moral  interests  of  our  country,  from  the 
universal  diffusion  of  those  of  ari  interesting,  pure,  instructive,  and  elevat- 
ing  character. 

2d.  The  second  object  of  the  society  is  the  publication  of  a  popular 

JOURNAL  of  USEFUL  KNOWLEDGR  and  of  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION,  COUgeUial 

to  the  institutions  of  America,  yet  somewhat  afler  the  plan  of  the  'Penny" 
and  "Saturday"  Magazines  of  England,  of  which  ninety  thousand  copies 
rtf  one,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  of  the  other  have  been 
circulated  weekly,  exerting  a  most  salutary  influence  on  the  intellectual  and 
moral  improvement  of  society. 

3d.  A  third  objtict  is  the  preparatiotl  of  a  set  of  text-books  for  schools. 
The  great  and  crying  evil  of  the  multiplicity  of  inferior  and  impn^et  books 
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now  in  use,  under  tl\is  name,  is  too  well  known  to  call  for  comment.  If  a 
new,  nationtd,  and  standard  set  could  be  prei>ared,  combining  the  excel- 
lencieis  of  all  books  used  in  our  own  or  other  countries,  teachers  would  re- 
joice, parents  would  be  relieved  of  the  constantly  recurring  evils  and  ex- 
•  pcnse  of  a  change  of  school  books,  and  raiUions  of  minds  would  reap  in- 
calculable benefits. 

The  selection  of  a  library  specifically  adapted  to  the  use  of  sramen  has 
also  been  proposed  ;  and  likewise  the  publication  of  a  series  of  entertaining 
and  instructive  works  of  a  more  juvenile  character  than  those  forming  the 
school  and  village  library,  designed  to  develop  the  powers  of  the  mind^ 
and  mould  in  virtue  the  heart  of  the  young  reader  ;  a  series,  bearing  the 
imprint  of  this  society,  which  parents,  who  have  not  the  time  to  examine 
the  multitude  of  books  published,  claiming  to  be  of  this  character,  vo&Yj 
with  confidence,  receive  at  their  fireside,  and  commit  to  the  hands  oi  their 
sons  and  daughters. 

The  executive  committee  intended  to  have  asked  the  contributions  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  in  aid  of  these  great  objects,  in  the  early  stages  of  their 
labors  ;  but  the  commercial  ernbarrassmenis  of  the  country  which  imme- 
diately ensued  have  constrained  them  ts  go  on  silently  and  almost  entirely 
unaided,  until  the  present  time. 

No  general  effort  has  hitherto  been  made  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds ; 
yet,  in  all  other  respects,  the  society  has  l)een  making^  a  steady  and  rapid 
progress,  and  a  wide  field  of  influence  and  usefulness  is  now  opening  before 
it.  The  attention  of  many  distinguished  men  in  all  parts  of' the  country 
has  been  directed  to  its  objects,  and  very  general  approbation  of  thp  plan 
throughout  the  community  has  been  received,  verifying  the  remark  of  one 
who  has  reflected  much  on  the  subject,  "  that  the  promotion  of  literature 
and  general  instruction  has  always  been  a  rallying  point,  which  has  united 
the  feelings  and  concentrated  the  exertions  of  men,  whose  opinions  on  other 
matters  were  not  only  discordant,  but  irreconcilable.  At  all  times  and  under 
all  circumstances,  this  great  interest  has  received  from  all  men,  of  all  parties, 
a  constant  and  enlightened  protection." 

To  accomplish  the  object  of  this  society,  and  to  place  it  at  once  upon  the 
ground  which  a  national  institution  of  this  character  ought  to  occupy,  it  is 
necessary  to  engage  the  services  of  authors,  to  import  the  publications  of 
similar  societies  in  Europe,  and  such  other  books  as  may  assist  the  labors 
of  the  committee,  to  employ  agents,  and  to  stereotype  and  manufacture 
aneyir  a  second  series  of  fifty  volumes,  in  a  style  and  manner  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  the  object,  and  deserving  a  place  in  every  school  room  and  vil- 
lage of  the  land. 

The  executive  committee,  at  a  recent  meeting,  in  view  of  the  obvious 
importance  and  practicability  of  these  objects,  and  encouraged  by  what  has 
already  been  done,  resolved  to  submit  the  claims  of  this  undertaking  to 
the  consideration  of  the  legislative  and  executive  departments  of  our 
National  and  State  Governments,  and  to  their  fellow  citizens  generally, 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  respectfully  to  solicit  their  co-operation 
in  this  ^reat  work,  and  their  aid  in  obtaining  such  an  endowment  for  the 
institution  as  shall  make  it  worthy  of  our  country  and  our  age,  and  in  some 
measure  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  interests 
it  aims  to  promote. 

JAMES  BROWN,  Chairman. 
GORHAM  D.  ABBOTT,  Secretary. 

New  York,  February  16^***^- 
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In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  resolution,  a  meeting  in  behalf  of  the 
objects  of  the  institution  was  recenily  held  in  the  capitol,  in  Washington, 
of  much  national  interest  and  importance.  The  following  notice,  calling 
the  meeting,  exhibits  its  origin  and  design  : 

Washington,  February  20,  1839. 

The  Executive  CommiUee  of  the  American  tSociety  for  the  Diffusion 
of  Useful  Kuowledge  have  recently,  in  view  of  the  great  national  impor- 
tance of  the  objects  of  that  institution,  taken  measures'  to  submit  those  ob- 
jects to  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  and  to  their  felfow-ciiizens  generally  throughout  the  United 
Slates.  A  delejSfation  in  behalf  of  the  society,  consisting  of  Messrs.  C.  S. 
Stewart,  John  Prouclfit,  John  T.  Gilchrist,  and  Gorham  5.  Abbott,  having 
arrived  in  this  city  for  that  purpose,  an  informal  meeting  of  the  friends  ot 
tjie  society  was  held  for  consultation  on  the  evening  of  tlie  16th  instant, 
and  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  call  a  public  meelincf,  in 
order  that  the  delegation  may  have  opportunity  to  accomplish  the  objects 
of  their  visit. 

The  undersigned,  as  such  committee,  give  notice  that  a  public  n^eeting 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  20th  instant,  at  the  Supreme  Court 
room,  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  and  we  do  invite  the  attendance  of  the 
officers  of  Government,  of  members  of  Congress,  and  of  our  fellow-citizens 
generallv,  to  hear  an  exposition  of  the  origin  and  objects  of  the  i^ociety. 

SAMUEL  H.  SMITH, 

WALTER  JONES, 

FRANCIS  S.  KEY, 

MATTHEW  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE, 

THOMAS  SEWALL. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  thus  convened  were  as  follows  : 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  15.  F.  Butlkh,  of  New  York,  the  meeting  v/as 
organized  by  calling  to  the  chair  the  Hon.  Joseph  Story,  of  Massachusetts; 
and, 

On  motion  of  Francis  S.  Kky,  Esq.,  of  Washington  city,  the  Hon. 
Robert  Strange,  of  North  Carolina,  was  appointed  secretary. 

Mr.  Justice  Story,  on  taking  the  chair,  said:  That  he  deeply  regretted 
that  the  choice  had  not  fallen  upon  some  other  person  better  qualified  than 
himself  to  introduce  to  the  meeting  some  exposition  of  the  nature  of  the 
views  and  objects  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  o(^  Useful  Knowledge. 
No  one,  however,  could  well  doubt  that  they  were  of  great  importance,  and 
jjeneral  interest,  nnd  entitled  to  the  most  favorable  consideration  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  leading  object  of  the  society  was,  as  he  understood  il,  to  secure, 
through  an  extensive  public  patronage,  the  publication  of  a  series  of  works 
of  a  moral,  literary,  and  scientific  character,  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
American  p<^ople,  which,  by  their  extraordinary  cheapness  and  excellence, 
should  aid  the  canse  of  education  in  our  common  schools,  and  carry  home 
to  the  humblest  cottage  in  tlie  country  the  means  of  intellectual  improve- 
ment and  rational  entertainment.  It  is  well  known  that  a  society  of  a  simi- 
lar character  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  established  in  England,  under 
the  auspices  of  Lord  Brougham,  and  other  gentlemen  of  distinguished  rank 
and  attainments,  and  that  it  has  been  eminently  successful  in  its  o\^e^;^v\^^\'5.. 
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Under  its  palronago,  a  series  of  Irealises  have  been  compiled  and  published, 
not  nierely  adapied  to  the  wants  of  Enghsli  society,  but  highly  useful 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  They  have  found  their  way  wherever 
commerce  has  extended  the  reach  of  human  enterprise,  and  have  no  whtre 
been  welcomed  with  more  sincere  satisfaction  llian  in  America,  as  a  means 
of  solid  instruction,  as  well  as  of  refined  and  elevated  pleasure.  The  last  ajie 
has  been  justly  celebrated  as  the  eraof  the  establishment  of  Sunday  schools, 
by  whicli  moral  and  religious  instruction  have  been  widely  diffused  amoujr 
the  humblest  classes  of  society,  and  thereby  new  barriers  luive  been  erecitd 
against  tiie  desolating  inroads  of  infidelity  and  vice. 

The  present  age  may  t)e  truly  characterized  as  the  era  of  education  socie- 
ties, whose  noble  purpose  it  is  to  advance  the  common  c^use  of  learniug, 
by  elevating  its  standard,  and  refining  its  materials  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
.to  warm  and  cheer  the  heart,  by  calling  into  more  active  play  llie  powerful 
influences  and  consolations  of  religious  truth.  The  moment  is  now  arrived 
when  the  efforts  of  such  a  society  are  demanded  from  every  quarter,  to 
supply  the  increasmg  wants  of  the  public. 

It  is  the  glory  of  my  native  State,  that  within  the  first  eight  years  afUT 
the  foundation  of  the  colony,  it  created  a  system  of  instruction  by  theestab 
lishment  of  common  schools,  while  the  wilderness  before  our  intrepid  an 
cestors  was  as  yet  uncultivated,  and  the  reluctant  soil  scarcely  yielded  the 
scantiest  food  for  their  pressins:  necessities  ;  a  system  which  not  only  fur- 
nished a  model  to  all  the  neighboring  colonies,  but  which,  at  the  distance 
•of  two  hundred  years,  still  guides  and  directs  the  policy  of  that  State  ;  and 
yet,  beneficent  as  have  been  the  effects  of  this  system,  I  may  truly  say,  thr.t 
no  wliere  in  our  country  more  than  in  Massachusetts  will  the  importance 
of  such  an  institution  as  that  which  now  solicits  public  attention,  be  more 
justly  appreciated  or  more  deeply  felt.  Indeed,  if  rightly  conducted,  it 
cannot  tail  essentially  to  promote  a  higiier  and  more  intellectual  education, 
and  spread  farther  and  wider  the  beautiful  lights  of  science,  while  ii  nour- 
ishes a  sound  and  healthy  literature,  which  will  purify  the  taste,  support 
the  morals,  and  increase  the  happiness  of  the  whole  community. 

The  chair  will  be  gratified  in  hearing  any  observations  from  any  gen- 
tlemen who  may  be  disposed  to  fav6r  the  meeting  with  their  views  u^h)u 
the  present  occasion. 

Professor*  John  Proudfit,  of  New  York,  in  behalf  of  tlie  executive 
committee  of  the  society,  introduceil  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  as  follows: 

Air.  Chairman  :  We  have  the  honor  to  appear  heft)re  you  and  diis  re- 
spected auditory,  this  evening,  as  a  delegation  of  the  American  Society  lor 
the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge.  I  feel  it  quite  unnecessary,  sir,  to  go 
into  any  detailed  description  of  its  nature  and  objects.  These  are  suffi- 
ciently described  by  its  title.  It  is  an  association  of  American  citia^ns 
from  all  parts  of  our  country,  (for  the  organization  of  this  society,  as  well  as 
its  objects,  are  national,)  for  the  attainment  of  results  connected,  as  we  firoiiy 
believe,  with  the  intelligence,  morality,  and  happiness  of  our  countrymen. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  it  takes  its  place  among  the  vol- 
untary associations  of  the  age,  and  us'is  the  same  instrumentalities  wliicli 
are  common  tjo  them  all.  Much  has  been  said,  Mr.  President,  of  the  dan- 
gers and  possible  abuses  of  such  associations  ;  but  to  us  they  appetir  a  ue^' 
and  beaiuiful  form  of  freedom  and  philanthropy,  seeking  to  secure  the  ad- 
vantages of  stronger  and  more  central  governments,  without  incurring  their 
dangers  and  abuses.    The  patronage  of  literature,  and  the  promotion  of 
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groat  objects  of  public  utility,  has,  in  most  other  limes  and  cpmmnnities, 
depended  on  monarchies  and  rich  aristocracies.  I'hese  concentrations  oC 
po\ver  and  wealth  are  of  course  unknown  under  our  free  institutions.  The 
wants  of  society  have  given  hirih  to  a  subsiituie  for  them  in  the  form  of 
voluntary  associations.  These  liave  manifestly  been  the  oifspring  of  hbeiiy. 
They  were  unknown  under  the  monarchies  nm\  aristocratic  republics  of 
ancient  times.  They  are  still  unknown  and  forbidden  under  heavy  pen- 
alties under  the  iron  governments  of  Hurope.  They  first  took  their  rise  in 
England,  and  were  thence  transplanted  to  this  country,  where  they  multi- 
plied and  developed  themselves  with  a  rapidity  and  energy  which  showed 
that  the  soil  was  congenial  to  them- 

The  society  which  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  Mr.  Ciiairman,  is 
one  of  thi.<»  class.  Its  field  of  labor  is  America;  iis  materials  and  instru- 
ments will,  as  fat  as  possible,  be  American.  It  aims  at  the  diffusion  of 
pure  and  wholesome  knowledge,  imbued  with  thespiritof  Christianity,  (the 
soul  and  energy  of  all  true  virtue,)  through  the  vast  and  rapidly  increasing 
population  of  our  country. 

The  secretary  of  the  society,  Mr.  G.  D.  Adbott,  then  rose  and  said,  he 
was  requestecl  to  state  to  the  meeting  the  circumstances  of  the  origin  and 
formation  of  the  institution,  and  that  he  would  briefly  state,  that  while 
making  the  tour  of  ihe  United  Slates,  during  the  years  1831,  1S32,  and 
1S33,  his  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
press  in  this  country;  and  that  in  subsequent  visits  to  England,  in  the 
ye<'irs  1834,  1835,  and  183t>,  he  was  led  to  make  similar  observations  there. 
He  had  also  opportunity  to  learn  something  of  the  operations  and  usefulness 
of  foreign  societies,  engaged  in  using  the  press  and  the  art  of  engraving 
to  promote  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the  great  mass  of 
society ;  and  a  most  estimable  philanthropist,  connected  with  one  of  those 
institutions,  remarked  to  him,  on  one  occasion,  that  he  should  consider  his 
life  well  spent,  thousjh  he  should  do  nothing  else,  if  he  could  only  be  the 
instrument  of  establishing  a  similar  institution  in  America,  and  urged 
strongly  the  adoption  of  suitable  measures  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an 
object. 

Mr.  A.  stated  that  on  his  return  to  this  countrj'',  he  commenced  a  careful 
examination  of  the  issues  of  the  American  press  in  all  its  departments,  in- 
cluding newspapers,  magazines,  reviews,  pamphlets,  ballads,  and  books.  A 
careful  analysis  was  made  of  the  various  issues  of  the  press,  in  volumes, 
during  the  years  1833,  lialf  of  1834,  and  1835 ;  aqd  a  tabular  view  drawn 
up,  exliibitingXhe  proportions  of  books  in  each  department. 

Mr.  A.  then  exliibited  a  mass  of  statistics  relating  to  the  publications  in 
England,  in  France,  in  Germany,  and  in  this  country ;  newspapers,  maga- 
zines, and  books,  showing  that  ours  is  one  of  the  most  reading  communities 
in  the  world.  He  exhibited  facts  relative  to  the  extensive  operations  of 
European  societies,  engaged  in  the  work  proposed  by  this,  and  showing  the 
province  and  the  importance  of  a  similar  institution  in  our  own  country, 
and  the  inestimable  good  which  might  be  accomplished  by  the  systematic 
measures  which  such  an  institution  only,  is  hkely  to  adopt,  for  securing 
every  advantage  that  may  be  obtained  from  what  European  governments 
and  institutions  are  doing  to  promote  the  great  interests  of  popular  educa- 
tion and  the  universal  diffusion  of  knowledge.  In  this  way,  whatever  is 
found  valuable,  and  adapted  to  our  institutions,  maybe  introduced  and  inai- 
tated  by  us.     We  may  obtain  all  the  valuable  publications  that  are  issued 
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abroad,  that  deserve  republication  and  general  circulation  here ;  and,  by 
systematic  efforts,  mj^y  collect  and  diffuse  inforraation  on  the  great  subject 
of  education  in  all  its  departments ;  ascertain  the  actual  operation  and 
success  of  the  various  systems  now  in  operation  in  the  different  States  of 
the  Union,  and  of  the  systems  established  and  tjie  improvements  made  in 
other  countries  ;  we  may  thus  bring  from  every  quarter,  and  diffuse  far  and 
wide,  a  knowledge  of  whatever  may  be  useful  to  the  great  cause  of  public 
instruction  throughout  our  land.  These,  and  similar  facts  and  considera- 
tions, presented  in  various  circles  of  literary  and  benevolent  men,  in  differ- 
ent  parts  of  the  country,  awakened  a  conviction  of  the  importance  and 
practicability  of  a  national  institution  of  this  kind,  and  led  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  society,  and  its  incorporation  by  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  A.  said  the  first  great  object  of  the  society  was  the  publication  and 
general  introduction  of  a  national  school  library.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  at  least  fifty  thousand  schools  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  now  gener- 
ally if  not  universally  admitted  that  every  one  should  be  supplied  with  an 
appropriate  library.  For  this  purpose,  the  society  proposed,  from  the  outset 
the  publication  of  a  series  of  popular  works,  upon  all  those  branches  of 
knowledge  most  interesting  and  useful  to  the  great  body  of  the  people ;  in- 
cluding history,  voyages,  and  travels,  biography,  natural  history,  the  physi- 
cal, intellectual,  moral,  and  political  sciences,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
arts,  commerce,  belles  leltres,  the  history  and  philosophy  of  education,  and 
the  evidences  of  Christianity..  It  aims  thus  to  bring  before  the  minds  of  the 
entire  population  of  the  country  the  richest  means  of  social,  intellectual, 
and  moral  improvement ;  and,  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  there  are  few 
ways  in  which  more  extensive,  substantial,  and  lasting  good  can  be  con- 
ferred upon  our  country. 

Who,  for  instance,  can  estimate  the  benefits  to  the  present  and  the  com- 
ing generation,  from  the  wide-spread  diffusion  of  the  best  productions  of 
American  or  European  minds,  on  the  principles,  the  methods,  and  experi- 
ments of  agriculture?  Who  can  tell  the  advantage  which  would  result tu 
our  whole  land,  from  simply  placing  in  the  library  of  every  school-room, 
a  practical  treatise  on  the  plans  and  principles  of  architecture?  Who  can 
foresee  the  impulse  that  would  be  given  to  the  inventive  genins  of  our 
countrymen,  by  placing  within  the  reach  of  all,  the  discoveries  of  science, 
audits  principles,  as  applicable  to  the  mechanical  purposes  of  life?  Id 
every  point  of  view,  the  agricultural,  the  manufacturing,  the  commercial— 
AT.L  the  interests  of  our  country  seem  to  call  for  the  action  of  this  institn- 
tion,  and  to  require  its  agency  to  accomplish  for  our  people  what  other 
instrumentalities  are  doing  for  European  nations. 

The  second  object  of  the  society  is  the  publication  of  a  poptilar  •'•Journal 
of  Useful  Knowledge  and  of  Public  Instruction,"  congenial  to  the  institu- 
tions of  America,  yet  somewhat  after  the  plan  of  the  "Penny"  and  *-Satur- 
day"  Magazines  of  England,  of  which  ninety  thousand  copies  of  one,  and 
two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  of  the  other,  have  been  circulated  weekly, 
exerting  a  most  salutary  influence  on  the  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
ment of  society. 

Another  object  is  the  preparation  of  a  set  of  text  books  for  schools.  ITie 
great  and  crying  evil  of  the  multiplicity  of  inferior  and  improper  hooks 
now  in  use  under  this  name,  is  too  well  known  to  call  for  comment.  If  a 
new,  national,  and  standard  set  could  be  prepared,  combining  the  excel- 
lencies of  all  books  used  in  our  own  or  other  countries,  teachers  would 
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rejoice,  parents  would  be  relieved  of  the  constantly  recurring  evils  and  ex- 
penses of  a  change  of  school  books,  and  millions  of  minds  would  reap  in- 
calculable benefits. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  cost  of  placing  a  library,  like  the  one  before  us,  in 
each  of  the  50.(^00  schools  of  our  country,  would  be  $1,000,000.  What 
sum  will  express  the  benefits  ? 

If  we  consider  alone  its  bearing  upon  pur  pecuniary  interests,  upon  our 
national  wealth,  would  it  not  be  one  of  the  most  politic  measures  that 
could  possibly  be  adopted  ?  We  have  been  told  by  high  authority,  that  the 
simple  invention  of  the  cotton  gin  has  been  worth  more  than  a  hundred 
millions  of  dollars !  The  discoveries  and  experiments  of  Fulton,  we  all 
know,  have  been  of  priceless  value  !  How  many  such  inventions  might 
we  reasonably  anticipate  from  the  young  and  vigorous  mind  of  this  nation, 
with  all  the  practical  principles  of  science  brought  within  its  reach?  Sir, 
the  age  of  invention  has  not  passed  by. 

But  I  should  not  do  justice  to  the  objects  of  this  institution,  or  to  the 
feelings  of  its  oflRcers  and  friends,  whoip  this  delegation  has  the  honor  to 
represent,  did  I  not  say  tliat,  after  all,  the  highest,  the  crowning  good  to  be 
anticipated  and  desired,  in  the  action  of  this  institution,  is  its  influence  on 
the  intellectual  improvement  and  moral  culture  of  our  people.  The  fun- 
damental principle  of  the  society  is,  that  the  "universal  diflTusion  of  know- 
ledge, imbued  with  the  spirit  or  Christianity,  is  indispensible  for  bringing 
any  people  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  best  civil  and  social  institutions ;" 
and  though,  in  every  aspect  of  the  subject,  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  the 
proposed  operations  of  the  society  cannot  but  be  of  incalculable  value,  still 
its  moral  bearings  are  infinitely  the  most  important. 

It  has  been' asked,  by  one,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  of  your  own  State, 
who  has  thought  much  of  the  importance  of  training  the  youthful  mind  of 
this  nation  aright,  "  who  would  commit  the  harp  to  be  tuned  by  an  unskil- 
ful  hand,  if  its  notes  wei^e  to  vibrate  forever !" 

Sir,  the  young  hearts  of  our  rising  generation  are  immortal  harps !  and 
language  cannot  overstate  the  importance  of  their  being  tuned  in  unison 
with  the  high  principles  of  morality  and  piety. 

These  immortal  minds  will  act  in  sweet  harmony,  or  in  dreadful  dis- 
cord, forever ! 

The  sun  is  but  a  spark  of  fire, 
A  transient  meteor  in  the  sky, 
The  sou],  immortal  as  its  sire, 
Can — never  die! 

But  while  these,  sir,  are,  I  believe,  the  views  of  the  friends  and  patrons 
of  the  institution,  I  think  I  can  unhesitatingly  say  it  has  no  political,  no 
sectarian,  no  sectional,  no  party  end  whatever  to  serve.  Its  objects  are  pure, 
national,  and  philanthropic ;  and  it  seems  to  us  that  they  emphatically  de- 
serve the  most  cordial  and  efficient  support  of  every  lover  of  our  country 
and  of  our  fellow  men. 

On  motion  ofthe  Hon.  Judge  Wayne,  of  Georgia,  who  spoke  briefly,  but 
impressively,  on  the  value  and  importance  of  such  a  society,*  it  was 

Resolved^  That  in  view  of  the  immense  power  of  the  press  and  of,  its 
ascertained  tendency  in  our  country,  such  an  institution  as  the  American 
Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  appears  eminently  desira- 

♦  We  deeply  regret  thai  the  illness  of  Judge  Woync  has  prevented  him  from  {vi\\\\^\tw^V\^ 
rcmaiks  for  publication.  * 
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ble;  and  its  influence  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  salutary,  and  to  increase  the 
number  of  pure  and  elevating  publications,  and  to  diminish  those  of  a 
pernicious  and  demoriilizing  character. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  B.  V.  Butler,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  design  of  elevating  the  character  and  extending  the 
influence  of  public  instruction  in  our  country  is  worthy  such  an  institu- 
tion ;  and  that  the  plan  of  the  American  school  library,  if  executed  as  it 
ought  to  be,  deserves  the  encouragement  of  all  the  Legislatures  of  our  Stales, 
and  patronage  of  all  the  schools  and  institutions  of  learning  in  our  land. 

Mr.  Butler,  in  ofiering  this  resolution,  said  he  ventured  to  presume  that 
it  expressed  tlie  sentiments  of  the  meeting,  in  respect  to  that  part  of  the 
design  of  the  society  which  rehited  to  the  preparation  of  a  common  school 
library. 

Before  noticing  the  points  presented  in  the  resolution,  he  vi^'ould  congratu- 
late the  Chair,  and  every  lover  of  knowledge  and  of  our  country,  on  the 
fact,  that  in  the  objects  of  the  present  meeting,  the  promotion  of  the  great 
cause  of  general  education,  a  ground  had  been  discovered  on  which  persoas 
from  all  quarters  of  the  Union,  and  of  every  shade  o(  political  or  religiotis 
sentiment,  might  meet  and  act  together,  in  a  spirit  befitting  the  character 
of  American  citizens  and  patriots.  However  discordant  or  irreconcilable 
our  opinions  on  other  subjects  maybe,  we  all  agree  in  this,  that  knowledge 
is  indispensable  to  thfe  preservation  and  usefulness  of  our  institutions;  and 
that  it  is  the*  part  of  wisdom  and  of  duty,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  to 
extend  its  blessings  to  every  corner  of  the  land.  The  ground  on  which 
we  are  now  assembled,  is,  therefore,  not  mercly.common,  but  holy  gronnd: 
it  is  good  to  stand  upon  it ;  the  very  atmosphere  of  the  place  in  which  we 
meet  is  pure,  serene,  and  balmy— too  much  so  for  the  existence  of  any  feel- 
ings save  those  of  patriotic  brotherhood. 

That  the  meeting  might  understand  what  had  already  been  done  by  the 
society  towards  the  preparation  of  a  library  for  common  schools,  and  might 
see  how  entirely  free  from  any  sectarian  or  party  bias  its  designs  and  doings 
were,  Mr.  Butler  read  the  catalogue  ot  the  fifty  volumes  already  publish«l 
by  the  Messrs.  Harper,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  society.  Most 
of  the  works  contained  in  this  collection  had  been  previously  published  by 
the  Messrs.  Harper,  as  a  portion  of  their  Family  Library ;  a  part  of  ihem, 
Iwweve'r,  he  believed  had  been  prepared  with  some  reference  to  tliis  object 
and  all  had  been  carefully  examined  by  the  executive  committee  before 
their  adoption  for  it.  In  the  infancy  of  the  institution,  and  under  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  \Vhich  commenced  soon  after  its  organization, 
it  had  been  found  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  facilities  which  the  Messrs. 
Harper  were  capable  of  furnishing  in  order  to  secure  the  foundation  ot 
tfie  school  library  with  the  promptitude  demanded  by  the  exigency  of  the 
case.  If,  therefore,  it  should  appear  to  any  that  the  volumes  already  pub- 
lished were  not  in  all  respects  as  could  have  been  desired  for  an  Ame/ictn 
common  school  library,  Mr.  Butler  hoped  it  would  be  remembered  that  th« 
collection  had  been  necessarily  gotten  up  ur>der  adverse  circunistaixes. 
which,  if  the  society  was  duly  patronized,  would  not  hereafter  exist ;  and 
that  it  was  but  the  beginning  of  a  library.  He  felt  confident,  too,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  deficiencies  of  the  selection  already  made,  all  would  I 
agree  that  it  contained  a  large  amount  of  entertaining  and  instructive  read-  f 
ing ;  and  that  a  greater  national  benefit  could  scarcely  be  accomplished 
than  to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  every  common  school  in  the  United 
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States.  Those,  es|:)ecially,  who' in  early  life  had  experienced  the  disad- 
vantages occasioned  by  a  want  of  books,  or  by  being  obliged  to  resort  to 
works  of  an  inferior  character,  would  not  only'concur  in  this  •sentiment, 
but  would  unite  with  him  in  the  belief  tiiat  the  circulation  of  this  liljrary, 
imperfect  even  as  it  now  is,  throughout  the  country,  would  be  hailed  by 
the  children  and  parents  connected  with  our  common  schools  with  intense 
delight ;  and  would  create  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  popular  education. 
But  if  this  be  so,  who  can  estimate  the  benefits  which  may  be  expected  to 
result  from  the  additions  which  may  hereafter,  from  time  to  lime,  be  made 
to  this  collection  ;  additions,  many  of  which  will  be  obtained  from  native 
writers,  who  will  be  enabled  so  to  adapt  their  productions  to  the  genius  of 
our  institutions,  and  the  character  of  our  people,  as  to  make  them  instru- 
mental of  giving  a  new  impulse  and  a  higher  development  to  American 
intellect? 

It  would  seem  almost  impossible  tqexaggcr.itc  the  importance  pf  furnish- 
ing a  due  supply  of  suitable  books  for  the  use  of  our  population,  and  es[)e- 
cially  of  our  youxh.  Books  have  been  aptly  called  the  food  of  the  mind  ; 
and  if  of  unsound  and  pernicious  character,  how  injurious  must  be  their 
effects.  But  it  admits  of  no  question  that  tl^e  American  mind,  and  especially 
in  the  youthful  portion  of  our  people,  must  have,  and  will  have,  a  full  and 
constant  supply  of  reading  matter.  If  it  cannot  be  obtained  in  one  form, 
it  will  be  sought  in  some  other ;  if  the  best  qualities  be  inaccessible,  an 
inferior  kind  will  be  taken  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  healthful  nutriment, 
even  poison  will  be  received,  and  if  its  use  be  persisted  in  it  will  soon 
come  to  be  relisbed  by  the  appetite  it  depraves.  This  explains  why  it  is, 
that  in  a  community  so  intelligent  and  moral  as-  our  own,  the  licentious 
and  vulgar  publications  referred  to  by  the  secretary  of  the  society  arc,  to 
any  extent,  patronized  by  our  people.  Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  the  wcl- 
fiire  of  the  nation  is  deeply  interested  in  the  present  effort  1 

As  to  the  legislative  aid  which  is  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  Mr.  Butler 
remarked,  that  it  was  not  expected  or  desired  that  the  State  Legislatures 
^liould  prescribe,  or  even  recommend,  any  particular  collection  of  books, 
but  only  that  they  should  make  provisions,  as  had. been  done  in  his  own 
State,  New  York,  for  requiring  the  trustees  or  other  superintendents  of  the 
common  schools  to  procure  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  pupils ;  and  to  assist, 
so  far  as  their  State  finances*  might  allow,  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object.  The  officers  and  patrons  of  the  schools  should  undoubtedly  be  left 
to  make  their  own  selections ;  but  much  assistance  might  be  rendered  by 
the  Stale  antJiorities,  and  be  eariicstly  hoped  that,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
Union,  they  would  direct  their  attention  to  the  subject.  From  whatever 
source  the  funds  may  be  obtained  by  the  school  officers  for  the  purchase  of 
a  library,  it  is  obvious  that,  to  make  the  best  selections,  and  with  the  least 
expense,  they  will  require  the  aid  of  precisely  such  a  society  as  that  now 
before  us.  The  individuals  who  have  formed  it  have  done  so  under  the 
solemn  conviction  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  lover  of  his  country  and  of 
his  kind,  to  do  what  he  can  to  make  the  American  republic  wliat  it  was 
designed  to  be  by  its  founders,  not  merely  a  mighty,  but  an  intelligent  and 
virtuous  nation — a  light  to  other  countries,  and  a  bless^ing  to  mankind.  If 
they  shall  be  enabled,  by  the  co  operation  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  of 
the  authorities  intrusted  with  the  care  of  public  education,  to  contribute  to 
ilie  great  object  of  placing  a  small  but  well  selected  library  in  each  of  our 
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common  schools,  they  will  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  present  age  and  of 
posterity. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  in  view  of  the  vast  importance  of  extending  the  means 
of  knowledge  and  the  principles  of  virtue  amon^  our  population,  that  \r€ 
do  cordially  commend  this  in3titution  and  its  objects  to  the  considenition 
and  support  of  all  our  fellow  citizens  throucrhout  the  Union. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  said  :  This  resolution  had  just  been  placed  in  his 
hands,  with  a  request  that  he  would  offer  it  to  the  meetine.  He  offered  it 
with  great  satisfaction,  because  he  responded  fully  to  the  sentiment  expressed 
in  it,  and  because  he  believed  this  assembly  would  respond  to  it  also,  as 
fully  and  decidedly.  The  advanced  state  of  the  evening  precluded  the 
attempt  to  discuss  at  large  this  fruitful  topic  ;  nor  was  he  in  a  situation  lo 
do  so,  however  strong  the  temptation. 

Nothing,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  has  ever  been  done  by  Congress  upon  this 
great  subject.  Diversities  of  opinion,  as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Cou- 
.  gross  over  it,  had  effectually  prevented  any  legislative  action  upon  it.  But 
here  is* an  opportunity,  presented  by  this  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Usefnl 
Knowledge,  which  may  most  happily  call  into  action  the  influences  of 
those  who  come  here  as  the  representatives  of  the  people.  The  remark  is 
by  no  means  a  hazardous  one,  that  the  interests  of  education,  seem  to  be 
but  little  regarded  here.  One  would  naturally  expect  that  in  this  place, 
whatever  pertained  to  the  intellectual  character  of  the  country  would  be 
uppermost  in  the  thoughts  of  those  who  come  here  ;  that  the  great  system, 
of  which  the  purposes  of  this  society  form  so  distinguished  a  part,  would 
absorb  the  attention  of  the  men  of  intellect  assembled  together  from  every 
portion  of  the  country.  Such  is  far  from  being  the  truth.  May  not  the 
establishment  of  this  American  society  have  a  tendency  to  correct  what  we 
must  all  feel  to  be  an  error?  From  this  point,  where  we  now  find  our- 
selves, may  we  not  take  a  start,  which  shall  lead  to  a  career  full  of  bless- 
ings and  usefulness'/  Let  this  society  have  annually  a  meeting  here, 
and  bring  into  actual  and  vigorous  exercise  the  energies  and  intelligence 
of  members  of  Congress  in  behalf  of  this  great  work  of  diffusing  knoir- 
ledge  amongst  the  entire  communities  of  our  country. 

It  should  be  a  leading  purpose  of  the  society  to  see  to  it  that  suitable 
measures  are  at  once  adopted  to  insure  an  efficient  meeting  in  this  capitol 
at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session  of  Congress.  And  not  a  doubt  ouirht 
to  exist  that  an  entire  and  most  fortunate  change  may  be  effected  in  ih« 
tone  of  public  feeling  here  upon  this  deeply  interesting  subject.  Should 
this  be  the  result,  the  same  tone  of  feeling  would  readily  and  necessarily  be 
communicated  to  every  part  of  the  country. 

There  is  another  view  which  should  invest  this*  great  scheme  with  asti'l 
higher  interest.  Wc  are  every  where  told,  and  our  pco[)le  are  on  all  occa- 
sions fond  of  boasting,  that  the  basis  of  onr  system  of  self  government  istho 
intelligence  of  the  community.  Nothing  can  be  more  true.  But  it  being 
true,  who  should  feel  and  exhibit  the  deepest  earnestness  in  the  diffusion 
of  this  intelligence  if  it  be  not  the  men  who  hold,  by  the  will  of  the  people*,  a 
prominent  station  before  the  country?  The  basis  of  all  our  instiunionsi? 
laid  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people  ;  and  as  the  people  become  more  or  It>5 
enlightened,  the  security  and  perpetuity  of  those  institutions  heroine  nion: 
or  less  assured.  This,  therefore;  is  a  consideration  vv^hich  involves  the  \ve51- 
being  of  our  entire  frame  of  Government ;  and  it  cannot,  without  a  nixini- 
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festlack  of  patriotism  and  disregard  of  public  virtue,  be  (Overlooked  by  any 
publfc  man. 

In  that  section  of  tlie  country  where  the  chairman  of  this  meeting  re- 
sides, it  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  strong  feelipg  of  devotedness  to  this 
great  interest — the  diffusion  of  intelligence.  That  feeling  has  latterly  risen 
to  what  may  be  termed  excitement.  The  schools,  which  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years  have  been  shedding  blessings  upon  these  eastern  Com- 
monwealihs,  are  regarded  as  deficient  in  the  existing  state  and  prospects  of 
the  world ;  and  the  attempt  is  now  strenuously  making  to  elevate  their 
character  and  enlarge  their  usefulness. 

The  interposition  of  this  society  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  is, 
ia  this  regard,  peculiarly  opportune.  The  youth,  whose  education  on  leav- 
ing the  schools  to  enter  upon  the  business  of  the  world  is  but  begun,  will  be 
furnished  by  this  society  with  the  means  of  carrying  forward  that  educa- 
tion ;  and  the  intellect  may  thus  be  cherished,  and  the  heart  be  improved, 
by  a  process  of  education  that  shall  be  going  on  through  life,  and  reach 
into  eternity.  The  purposes  of  the  society,  in  this  view,  are  imspeakably 
beneficent ;  and  in  every  light  in  which  this  can  be  regarded,  are  pre-emi- 
nently entitled  to  the  recommendation  which  the  resolution  sets  forth. 

Doctor  Sewall  rose  and  said  :  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  distinguished 
stranger  now  on  a  visit  td  our  city,  and  present  with  us  at  this  meeting, 
\irhose  name  is  familiar  to  us  all  as  a  scholar  and  philanthropist,  and 
whose  labors  have  long  been  identified  with  the  great  objects  of  education  ; 
and  although  it  is  a  late  hour  of  the  evening,  f  doubt  not  the  audience 
would  listen  with  pleasure  to  any  remarks  he  may  be  induced  to  make 
upon  thi^  most  interesting  occasion.  I  therefore  introduce  to  you  Mr. 
George  Combe,  of  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  George  Combe,  of  Edinburgh,  rose  and  said  :  I  feel  great  embar- 
rassment in  bein£  thus  unexpectedly  called  on  by  Doctor  Sewall.  I  came 
here  to  listen  and  to  receive  instruction ;  and  I  have  been  greatly  delighted ; 
but  I  do  not  presume  that  any  ideas  which  I  can  communicate  can  prove 
interesting  or  new  to  this  very  intelligent  audience.  I  shall,  however,  to 
show  my  hearty  approval  of  the  cause,  throw  out  such  remarks  as  have 
presented  themselves  to  my  mind.  I  rejoice  exceedingly  in  being  present 
at  this  meeting  for  promoting  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge.  I  have 
recently  travelled  over  part  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  know  some- 
thing of  the  state  of  the  public  mind  in  Britain ;  and  every  where  there  is  a 
call  for  education,  loud  and  urgent,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  liberty  en- 
joyed by  the  people.  The  eyes  of  all  the  civilized  world  are  bent  on  free 
America.  If  you  proceed  in  the  path  of  prosperty,  morality,  religion,  and 
reason,  the  cause  of  freedom  is  won  in  every  clime.  If  you  make  ship- 
wreck of  social  order,  I  despair  of  the  destinies  of  mankind.  But  America 
will  not  fail  in  her  duty  to  herself  and  to  the  other  nations  of  the  earth. 
Every  where,  since  I  entered  this  country,  I  have  heard  the  opinion  of  men 
of  all, sects  and  all  parties  warmly  expressed  in  favor  of  education  as  the 
only  basis  of  your  future  greatness  and  prosperity.  We  are  just  merging 
from  the  obscurities  of  the  dark  ages ;  we  are  in  a  state  of  transition  :  we 
have  discovered  the  vast  extent  of  popular  ignorance,  and  only  now,  for 
the  first  time  since  the  world  began,  has  it  been  resolved  to  remove  it. 

I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the  statistical  details  that  have  been 
presented  to  this  meeting,  and  to  the  analysis  of  the  productions  of  the  press 
in  this  country.  I  beg  to  remark,  however,  as  illustrative  of  the  im|^ttaw5:^ 
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of  education,  that  the  periodical  press  does  not  lead  so  much  as  it  follows 
public  opinion.  In  Edmhjir^h,  1  was  intimately  accjuainted  with  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  conducted  the  most  powerful  journals  issred  by  the 
press  of  Scotland,  and  they  jissured  me  that  the  attainments  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  public  mind  prescribed  boundaries  to  their  exertions  which 
they  could  not  venture  rashly  to  overstep.  If  they  desired  to  advocate  a 
new  principle,  moral  or  poHtical,  they  could  succeed  in  maldng  an  im- 
pression only  by  the  most  cautious  enunciations  and  frequent  reiteration. 
The  Messrs.  Chambers  had  found  it  necessary,  when  they  commenced  their 
*^  Edinburgh  Journar^  for  the  people,  (a  journal  published  weekly,  in  four 
pages  of  large  quarto,  and  sold  at  three  cents,)  to  introduce  into  its  colnmns 
a  large  infusion  of  the  marvellous,  the  fictitious,  and  even  a  spice  of  the 
horrible,  to  induce  the  "  people"  to  purchase  and  to  read  it.  These  articles 
were  the  '•  wuigs"  which  wafted  along  a  portion  of  instructive  knowledge! 
in  every  number.  Afler  having  supped  full  of  the  "imaginative,"  the 
readers  turned  at  last  to  the  solid  and  the  true;  and  by  a  beautiful  ar- 
rangement  of  Providence,  in  constituting  the  human  mind,  these  remained 
long  after  the  wild  and  the  fanciful  had  faded  from  the  memory.  They 
found  that  in  proportion  as  they  led  on  their  readers  by  insensible  and 
unobtrusive  steps  to  the  perusal  of  truth,  they  were  safe  in  substituting 
biography  and  history  in  the  place  of  fiction,  and  that  the  space  dedi- 
cated to  natural  science  might  be  greatly  enlarged.  Their  journal  nov, 
at  the  end  of  four  or  five  years,  enjoys  a  circulation  of  60,000  copies 
weekly,  and  is  one  of  the  most  instructive  and  moral  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  is  necessary  to  render  a  journal  instructive,  in  regard  to 
practical  conduct,  to  insure  its  permanent  success.  The  Penny  Maga- 
zine of  London,  is  said  at  one  lime  to  have  had  a  circulation  of  240,W)0 
weekly,  but  it  has  avoided' all  moral  and  practical  subjects,  and  provided 
chiefly  pictures  and  descriptions  of  the  objects  which  they  present  Its 
readers  are  generally  among  the  cultivated  classes,  arid  important  as  it 
undoubtedly  is  to  cultivate  the  taste  of  a  nation,  there  is  something  want- 
ing of  a  more  practical  character  for  the  people,  and  according  to  my  in- 
formation, the  circulation  of  the  Penny  Magazine  has  very  materially 
declined. 

The  publications  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge 
in  London,  have  had  a  very  extensive  sale,  but  one  fact  may  be  mentioned 
in  regard  to  them.  Many  of  their  treatises  on  scientific  subjects  were  not 
generally  read  ;  they  were  useful  to  those  enaged  in  the  trades  and  mann- 
lactures  connected  with  the  sciences;  but  if  you  transfer  these  treatises  to 
the  soil  of  America,  it  is  probable  that  your  general  population  will  find 
them  too  technical  and  abstract  for  their  instruction. 

It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  usefulness  of  the  society  which  has  here 
met,  in  providing  suitable  books  for  schools.  I  recollect  the  impression 
made  on  my  own  mind  when  I  was  a  child,  by  my  school  books.  They 
were  "Barry's  Collection,"  &c.,  the  beauties  of  eminent  "writers  f  and  were 
composed  of  "Androdes  and  the  Lion,"  extracts  from  Shakspeare,  Milton, 
Thompson,  and  other  poets ;  from  the  histories  of  Greece  and  Rome;  the 
speeches  of  the  great  Chatham  and  Edmund  Burke,  dkc. ;  all  admirable 
specimens  of  English  composition,  and  of  intellectual  acumen  ;  but  I  often 
remarked  at  the  time,  that  there  was  not  one  line  in  all  my  books  pot  to- 
gether  dedicated  to  the  description,  or  explanation,  of  any  thing  that  I  had 
cither  heard,  or  seen,  or  felt,  in  my  daily  life.    At  home  no  body  repeated 
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Shakspeare,  nor  recited  Chatham's  speeches ;  and  even  "Androcles  and  the 
Lion"  were  not  heard  of  except  in  the  nursery.  The  world  of  the  school 
was  as  different  from  the  world  of  Hfe  as  if  it  had  related  to  hcinj^s  in  an- 
other planet.  At  the  same  time  1  felt  an  insatiable  curiosity  to  obtain  more 
ample  information  concerning  things  which  were  spoken  about  at  home, 
^  and  which  I  saw  and  handled  ;  but  could  find  nptic.  This  circumstance 
made  a  deep  impression  on  me  at  the  time,  and  I  have  never  ceased  to  regard 
it  as  important.  It  embodies  a  principle  instructive  to  all  who  are  engaged 
in  the  work  of  education.  It  show3  that  there  was,  and  I  fear,  in  too  many 
instances,  there  still  is,  a  huge  gulf  existing  between  the  infant  mind  and 
its  means  of  obtaining  real  and  profitable  mstruction.  It  is  the  object  of 
this  society  to  fill  up  this  void  with  useful  knowledge.  After  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  philosophy  with  which  my  name  is  now  generally  con- 
nected, I  saw  the  cause  of  this  barren  wilderness  in  education.  The  Creator 
has  constituted  the  external  world  iu  admirable  adaptation  to  the  human 
faculties,  but  natural  science  and  accurate  knowledge  of  things  that  exist, 
and  of  their  influences  on  human  happiness,  had  not  yet  reached  our 
schools.  It  now  appears  to  me  that  the  elementary  principles  of  all  the 
natural  sciences,  wtien  contemplated  in  their  primitive  iornis  by  superior 
minds,  are  simple,  and  that  they  constitute  the  native  food  of  intellect.  I 
include  in  these  sciences  the  knowledge  of  man's  physical,  moral,  and  in- 
tellectual nature,  and  the  relations  subsisting  between  them  and  external 
objects  and  beings.  One  unspeakable  advantage  of  communicating  instruc- 
tion in  these  truths  to  youth  is,  that  it  furnishes  them  with  a  solid  basis  on 
which  to  found  their  judgments,  tinder  the  old  system,  all  was  conflicting 
opinion  ;  authority  stood  against  authority,  and  in  the  whole  phases  of  hu- 
man life,  only  inapplicable  intricacy  and  inscrutable  revolutions  could  be 
detected.  The  causes  of  good  and  evil  did  not  appear,  and  the  consequen- 
ces of  actions  were  scarcely  traceable.  A  people  whose  education  leaves 
them  in  such  a  condition,  must  to  a  great  extent  be  exposed  to  the  seduction 
of  passions,  of  imperfect  views  of  their  own  interests,  and  even  to  the  delu- 
'  srons  of  an  excited  imagination,  leading  them  into  wild  speculations  and 
impracticable  adventures.  An  education  m  natural  truth  steadies  the  whole 
^  mind,  and  places  passion,  imagination,  and  ambition  under  the  guidance  of 
reason.  America  needs  an  education  of  this  kind ;  because  she  has  no  con- 
trolling principle  in  her  institutions  except  the  morality  and  mtelligence  of 
the  majority  of  the  people. 

This  society,  in  framing  books  for  schools,  will  do  well  to  ask  themselves 
as  each  volume  is  presented,  "  wliat  does  this  book  teach  the  people  to  rfo." 
It  is  good  to  know  ;  but  it  is  better  still  to  do.    The  history  of  the  past  is 
not  a  guide  to  the  future,  in  the  present  state  of  civilized  society.     We  are 
in  a  state  of  transition,  and  it  is  of  greater  importance  to  furnish  sound, 
practical  principles  for  the  future,  than  to  lead  the  memory  with  a  miniUe 
knowledge  of  the  past.    The  pages  of  history  are  useful  chiefly  as  charts, 
indicating  the  shoals  on  which  human  happiness  has  been  shipwrecked. 
We  must  chalk  out  new  and  better  lines  for  our  future  movements.     It  is 
extremely  diflScult  to  fripie  books  embodying  scieritific  principles,  and  ap- 
plying them  to  practical  purposes ;  but  this  object  must  be  accomplished, 
before  truly  valuable  school  books  shall  be  realized. 

The  plan  of  having  a  Hbrary  in  every  school  is  admirable,  and  should 
tiot  fall  short  of  the  full  range  of  literature  and  science. 

]  conclude  by  adding  one  other  practical  remark.  When  I  was  in  Berlin, 
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in  June,  1837,  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  minister  of  public  inslruc- 
tion,  for  Prussia,  told  me  that  in  one  particular,  the  Prussian  system  of  edu- 
cation appeared  to  him  to  be  defective  :  in  the  lower  schools,  the  girls  and 
boys  are  educated  alike  :  in  the  higher  schools,  those  which  are  attended 
chiefly  by  the  children  of  the  middle  classes,  the  boys  are  highly  instructed 
in  the  elements  of  science,  and  the  principles  of  the  arts,  but  the  girls  are 
neglected.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  a  generation  of  young  men 
has  grown  up  who  do  not  find  the  females  of  their  own  rank  possessed  of 
intelligence  suflicient  to  render  them  objects  of  permanent  respect,  and  do- 
raestic  felicity  has  suflered,  and  is  suffering,  a  perceptible  diminution  from 
this  cause.  Whatever  you  do  in  education,  preserve  the  women  on  a  foot- 
ing  of  equality  with  the  men.  The  influence  of  the  mother  on  the  youi^ 
mmd  is  far  greater  than  that  even  of  the  father.  The  father  is  engaged  in 
arduous  toils  to  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  his  family,  and  he  may  ofi«i 
have  little  leisure  to  communicate  instruction.  But  the  mother  is  the 
guardian,  the  constant  companion,  and  the  most  eflScient  instructor  of  the 
young.  But  to  enable  her  to  answer  the  ceaseless  inquiries  of  the  child  for 
information,  you  must  provide  her  with  knowledge  herself.  To  be  able  to 
rear  her  oflfspring  with  success,  she  should  be  instructed  in  their  ph3^cal 
and  mental  constitutions,  and  on  the  influence  of  external  agencies  upon 
them.  America  Jboasts  of  her  chivalrous  attentions  to  women.  Let  hermtf 
neglect  their  educadion. 

I  apologize  for  these  hasty  observations,  and  beg  that  they  may  be  accept- 
ed as  a  testimony  of  the  interest  which  I  feel  in  the  cause,  and  not  as  pre- 
sented to  this  enlightened  audience  as  matter  of  novelty  or  instruction. 

Mr.  Key  rose  and  said,  he  would  not  trespass  upon  the  audience  by  second- 
ing the  resolution  now  before  them,  but  from  a  desire  that  sound,  practical 
*  results  should  attend  this  meeting,  showing  that  we  have  felt  what  we  liare 
heard. 

We  have  heard  of  this  society,  its  great  scheme  and  beneficent  operations. 
Men  high  in  the  confidence  of  our  countrjrmen  have  declared  their  com- 
mendation, and  the  distinguished  foreigner  has  hailed  the  institution  as  tbe 
dawning  of  a  light  that,  shining  upon  our  own  land,  shall  send  its  rays 
throughout  the  world. 

One  of  its  labors  is  before  us  :  its  common  school  library.  Let  ercry 
school  in  our  country  be  suppUed  with  thfs  means  of  improvemeot,  and 
every  neighborhood  thus  hear  of  the  society,  whose  origin  and  object  wb 
have  had  the  gratification  of  hearinff  to  night.  Let  it  be  thus  known  by  its 
fruits.  Let  us  begin  this  work.  Let  those  who  are  assembled  here  firom 
all  parts  of  our  country  determine  that  these  volumes  shall  visit  tbeir 
schools  and  circulate  around  their  homes.  How  many  are  there  who  could 
easily  make  such  a  present  to  the  schools  in  their  respective  neighborhoods. 
Its  cost  would  not  be  felt.    Its  value  none  can  calculate. 

Much  has  been  done  for  the  internal  improvement  of  our  country.  There 
is  an  improvement  that  addresses  itself  to  the  hearts  and  heads  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  these  constitute  the  true  wealth  of  a  nation. 

JOSEPH  STORY,  Chairman. 
ROBERT  STRANGE,  Secretary. 
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NOTE. 


Correspondence  has  already  been  commenced  to  sonie  extent,  with 
individuals  of  influence  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  who  express 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  this  institution,  and  offer  co-operation  and 
support  It  is  deemed  highly  desirable  that  individuals  who  feel  inter- 
ested in  this  enterprise  8ho^Id  communicate  with  the  committee.  They 
respectfully  ask  the  cooperation  of  their  friepds,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  in  obtaining  names  of  members,  and  in  securing  such  pledges 
of  support,  literary  and  pecuniary,  as  will  enable  them  to  act  with 
promptness  and  decision. 

Individuals  disposed  to  become  life  directors,  life  members,  or  mem- 
bers, are  requested  to  signify  their  intention,  as  soon  as  may  t)e,  that  a 
list  of  such  names  may  be  prepared,  to  be  attached  to  the  prospectus 
and  reports  of  the  society. 

Authors,  having  manuscripts  designed  for.  the  committee,  may  address 
them  to  the  secretary,  or  to  any  of  the  literary  correspondents  of  the 
society^  with  whom  they  may  confer. 

Documents  and  information,  relating  to  the  interests  of  edacatioo  in 
any  of  the  States,  will  be  thankfully  received. 

Those  who  receive  this  prospectus,  are  respectfully  requested  to  submit 

it  to  others,  who  would  be  likely  to  take  interest  in  the  object 

GORHAM  D.  ABBOTT, 

SecreiaTf* 
NbW  York,  February,  1839. 

142  Niissati  Str^eU 
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PROSPECTUS 

OP  THE 

AMERICAN   SOCIETY 

FOR  TBE 

DIFFUSION  OF  USEFUL  KNOWLEDGE. 

1.    GENERAL  DBSIGN  OP  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  establishment  of  a  national  institation  for  the  diffusion  of  useful 
knowledge,  has,  for  a  length  of  time,  engaged  the  attention  of  individuals 
in  different  parts  of  this  country.  In  the  course  of  the  past  year,  measures 
were  adopted  in  relation  to  this  subject,  of  which  the  public  has  already 
been  informed.  The  institution  has  been  duly  organized;  and  the  execu- 
tive committee  now  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  the  following  statement  of  its  plan  and  objects : 

It  is  the  design  of  this  society  to  unite  the  efforts  of  literary,  scientific, 
wealthy,  and  benevolent  men,  in  disusing  useful  knowledge,  and  in  em- 
ploying the  arts  of  printing  and  engraving,  in  a  way  most  likely  to  be 
interesting,  sAlutary,  and  elevating  to  the  popular  mind. 

There  is  in  tl/is  country,  it  is  believed,  at  the  present  time,  a  demand  for 
the  means  of  knowledge,  which  may,  with  propriety,  be  characterized  as  a 
NATIONAL  DEMAND ;  a  demAud  for  useful  knowledge  from  all  classes  of 
the  people  far  exceeding  the  supply.  '  ' 

There  are,  however,  in  the  vast  resources  of  the  literature  of  foreign 
countries,  in  the  productions  of  eminent  authors  at  home,  and  in  the  enter- 
prise and  spirit  of  our  citizens,  means  amply  adequate  for  the  supply  of  this 
demand.  From  these  resources  the  means  of  wholesome  intellectual  cul- 
ture, and  of  individual  and  social  imprpvement,  may  be  brought  into  the 
circle  of  every  family,  and  within  the  reach  of  every  reader. 

The  materials  for  carrying  out  this  design  are  abundant.  Delineations 
of  the  works  of  our  Creator ;  the  innumerable  objects  of  interest  in  the 
animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms;  the  history  of  the  world;  the 
varied  scenes  and  events  of  past  ages ;  the  origin  of  nations ;  the  gro^.\th  of 
empires;  the  ruin  of  cities;  the  overthrow  of  kingdoms  and  thrones;  nar- 
ratives of  voyages  ahd  travels  over  every  sea  and  land ;  the  civil  ?ind 
political  circumstances ;  the  intellectual,  social,  and  domestic  condition  of 
the  great  ftunily  of  nations;  the  biography  of  the  great  and  good;  the 
progress  of  knowledge ;  the  opening  prospects  of  society  ;  the  discoveries 
of  genius;  the  improvements  in  the  useful  and  the  ornamental  arts ;  tlie 
widd  range  of  science  and  philosophy,  material,  intellectual,  and  moral ;  iu 
short,  the  moving  worlds  of  nnnd  and  matter,  furnish  inexliaustibl©  mate- 
rials for  useful  publications,  adapted  to  improve  and  elevate  the  mind,  and 
to  promote  the  best  social  and  moral  interests  of  society. 

In  an  imderlaking  of  this  nature,  it  were  affectatipii,  at  this  period,  not 
to  recognise  the  influence  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  the  great  source  and 
the  only  preservative  of  all  our  blessings,  individual  and  national.    Its 
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great  truths  and  sanctions  are  the  only  foundation  of  sound  morality,  the 
only  defence  of  public  and  private  virtue,  the  only  safeguard  of  the  social 
and  moral  welfare  of  individuals  and  communities.  Its  principles  ca!ti  alone 
inspire  that  purity,  charity,  and  order,  which  are  essential  to  freedom,  and 
without  which  our  free  institutions  must  come  to  an  end. 

It  is,  however,  no  jiart  of  the  plan  or  design,  to  propagate  particular 
religious  doctrines  or  theories ;  but  to  disseminate  such  useful  practical 
knowledge  as  may  not  only  instruct,  but  exert  am6ng  all  classes  a  pure 
and  elevated  moral  influence  in  respect  to  individual  duty,  in  the  various 
relations  of  life. 

It  will  always  encourage  the  circulation  of  good  books  by  whomsoever 
published  It  will  regard  the  author  or  publisher  of  a  useful  volume  as  a 
co-worker,  and  a  public  benefactor.  And  any  individual  who  will  employ 
the  pen  or  the  press  in  extending  the  influence  of  knowledge  and  virtue, 
will  find  in  this  institution  a  friend  and  ally. 

It  will  be  a  primary  object  to  interest  the  youth  of  our  country ;  and 
to  invite  and  facilitate  their  acquaintance  with  works  of  the  most  improving 
character,  by  issuing  them  in  the  best  style,  and  by  the  free  use  of  valuaUe 
illustrative  engravings.  It  is  hoped,  through  the  instrumentality  of  tbe 
society,  to  bring  xvithia  the  reach  of  the  entire  youthful  population  of  the 
land,  a  rich  variety  of  works,  eminently  calculated  to  expand  and  invigor- 
ate the  mind,  improve  the  heart,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  real  worth  of 
character. 

2.    IMPORTANCE  OF  SUCH  AN  INSTITUTION. 

If  we  trace  the  progress  of  publications  in  the  United  States,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  in  character,  as  well  as  amount, 
**an^  observe  the  vast  improvement  in  books  of  elementary  instruction,  and 
the  happy  adaptation  in  general  of  the  style  of  American  authors  to  popular 
use,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  in  any  age  of  tjie  world,  or  in  any  coun- 
try, such  rapid  and  giant  strides  were  ever  before  made;  in  developing 
the  mental  energies  of  a  nation.  Probably  no  other  nation  ever  existed,  in 
which  the  habit  of  reading  was  so  nearly  universal 

The  unparalleled  circulation  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  of  every  d^ 
scription,  has  awakened  a  taste  and  desire  for  more  solid  and  extensiTC 
reading,  which  every  successive  supply  will  only  serve  to  increase.  The 
authors,  editors,  and  teachers  of  Ihisage  and  country,  have  done  more,  per- 
haps, to  wake  up  the  mind  of  an  entire  population,  than  any  other  set  of 
men  that  ever  lived ;  and  American  publishers  and  printers  have  never 
been  surpassed  in  the  energy  and  enterprise  with  which  they  have  wielded 
the  press. 

Our  hundred  colleges,  our  academies,  high  schools,  and  lyceums,  scat- 
tered over  the  whole  land ;  our  public  school  system,  the  extension  and 
improvement  of  the  means  of  education  in  primary  and  even  infant  depart- 
ments ;  our  tens  of  thousands  of  Sabbath  schools  with  their  libraries, 
placing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  volumes  in  the  hands  of  our  juvenile 
population,  have  exerted,  and  are  still  exerting,  a  most  powerful  influence 
through  the  whole  community,  in  favor  of  intellectual  and  moral  cultiva- 
tion.' 

If  we  look  forward  but  a  few  years,  we  must  see  that  the  great  mass  of 
mind,  throughout  our  land,  cannot  rest  satisfied  with  any  ordinary  supply 
of  the  means  of  knowledge.    The  desire  for  knowledge  will  constantly 
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increase,  and  the  more  regular  and  systematic  the  supply,  the  more  steady 
and  ever  ihcreasing  will-  be  the  demand. 

In  about  twenty  years,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase,  our  population  will 
be  doubled.  •  Of  course,  if  the  means  of  intellectual  improvement  only 
keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  our  numbers,  we  must,  in  that  brief  period, 
double  the  amount  of  all  the  publications  now  extant  in  the  land,  to  say 
nothing  of  replacing^the  millions  of  volumes,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
worn  out  by  careful  use.  And  who<;an  foretell  the  yet  undiscovered  pro- 
gression which  the  mind  of  such  a  community  will  make,  in  its  demands 
for  the  noeans  of  knowledgo  ? 

In  these  circumstances,  the  question  arises,  what  is  to  be  the  character 
and  tendency  of  the  incalculable  amount  of  reading  with  which  this  nation 
must  be  provided  during  twenty  years  to  come  ?  and  surely  it  is  a  question 
of  momentous  import.  The  destiny  of  our  country,  and  the  best  interests 
of  roan,  are  dependant  on  the  answer. 

If  the  mind  of  this  nation  shall  be  well  informed,  well  balanced,  well 
disciplined,  and  regtilated  by  principles  of  virtue  and  piety,  our  glorious 
institutions  will  continue.  But  ignorance,  immorality,  and/rf edom,  cannot 
coexist. 

With  such  views  as  these,  can  we  estimate  too  highly  the  importance  of 
a  national  institution,  to  aid  in  providing  mental  aliment  for  the  people ;  in 
systematizing  the  various  departments  of  knowledge  of  practical  utility, 
and  in  issuing  publications  suited  to  the  varied  taste  and  capacity  of  differ- 
ent  classes  and  ages,  and  which  may  be  received  with  confidjBUce  by  all,  as 
well  adapted  to  prepare  the  readers  to  discharge  the  duties  of  intelligent  and 
virtuous  citizens  ? 

The  committer  are  also  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  such 
an  institution,  from  the  great  and  increasing  influx  of  foreign  population, 
for  whose  intellectual  cnlture  no  suitable  provision  is  made.  During  eight 
months,  in  the  year  1836,  from  April  I  to  December  1,  more  than  66,000 
emigrants  arrived  at  the  port  of  New  York.*  It  is  estimated  that  the  aver- 
age arrival  on  our  shores  is  more  than  10,000  per  month,  throughout  the 
year.  Every  additional  facility  for  crossing  the  Atlantic  will  be  likely  to 
increase  the  number;  and  no  one  can  tell  how  great  and  numerous  the 
arrivals  from  the  old  world  will  be,  when  steam-ships  shall  connect  it  with 
the  new.t 

It  is  said  that,  there  are  30,000  Germans  in  the  city  of  New  York.  In 
Philadelphia  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  proportion  is  much  greater. 
The  Irish,  Swiss,  and  French,  especially  in  the  valley  of  the  west,  swell 
the  aggregate  of  our  foreign  population  to  a  vast  amount.  They  are  cut 
off,  in  a  great  measure,  froni  the  use  of  books  and  other  vehicles  of  infor- 
mation, circulated  ill  their  native  ton^ie  at  home,  and  no  adequate  provi- 
sion, if  any  at  all,  is  here  made  for  their  improvement. 

This  institution  hopes  to  render  invaluable  service  to  them  and  to  our 
country,  by  providing  books  of  elementary  instruction  and  general  infor- 
mation on  all  subjects,  expressly  for  foreigners  and  their  children ;  and  thus 
to  diffuse  among  them  right  views  of  their  relations  and  duties  as  men,  and 

. : 1 ^ . , — . , ■ 

*  Coslom-hoase  retains. 

t  Professor  IiehmaDousk^  recently  stated  at  Cincinnati,  that  500,000  Germans,  alone,  are 
preparing  to  emigrate  to  this  country,  the  coming  year;  and  Professor  Stow,  ol  Cincinnati, 
who  has  recently  returned  from  Germany,  corrobora.es  the  opinion. 
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as  American  citizens ;  of  the  nature  of  our  Government  and  civil  inslita- 
(ions,  and  the  obligations  they  impose  on  all  who  enjoy  their  blessinfi:s. 

Not  only  do  the  condition  and  prospects  of  our  own  country,  but  those 
of  the  world,  call  for  such  an  institution.  'J'he  cry  of  waiting  millions 
throughout  the  earth  is  for  knowledge.  Almost  every  uncivilized  people 
are  looking  to  this  country  and  to  England  for  books,  for  a  printer  and  a 
press.  Tons  of  printing  type  have  already  been  sent  from  the  United 
States  to  different  portions  of  the  uncivilized  world ;  and  the  committee,  in 
common  with  the  multitude  of  enlightended  [^iianthropists  who  adora  the 
age,  recognise  the  obligations  resting  upon  us  as  a  nation  to  spread  over 
the  whole  earth  every  species  of  knowledge  calculated  to  meliorate  the 
condition  of  man. 

In  what  age  of  the  world,  among  what  people  that  ever  existed,  have  so 
many  circumstances  combined  to  make  such  an  enterprise  not  only  impor- 
tant and  practicable,  but  almost  indispensable?  If  we  consider  the  neces- 
sities of  our  own  country  alone,  and  the  yet  uncertain  issue  of  the  great 
experiment  of  a  self  governing  people,  so  far,  however,  successful,  can  an 
American  think  any  effort  too  great  or  too  costly,  to  save  ourselves  from 
the  calamity,  and  the  world  from  the  disappointment  of  a  final  failure? 
Our  government  is  one  purely  of  public  opinion  ;  our  institutions,  our  laws, 
our  republic  itself  must  be  sustained,  if  sustained  at  all,  by  the  ^^voiaof 
the  mople;^^  and  what  that  voice  shall  be,  is  to  be  determined  by  the  general 
intelligence  and  virtuous  principle  which  may  be  diffused  through  the 
community. 

Let  us  give  heed  to  the  almost  prophetic  admonition  of  the  father  of  his 
country,  in  the  following  passasfe  from  his  farewclj  address  : 

"  Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead  to  political  prosperity,  re- 
ligion and  morality  are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would  that  man 
claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism,  who  should  labor  to  subvert  these  great 
pillars  of  human  happiness,  these  firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  men  ml 
citizens.  The  mere  politician,  equally  with  the  pious  man,  ought  to  resj^ect 
and  to  cherish  them.  A  volume  could  not  trace  all  their  connexions  with 
private  and  public  felicity.  Let  it  simply  be  asked,  where  is  the  security 
for  properly,  for  reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  religious  obligation  de- 
sert the  oaths  which  arethe  instruments  of  investig^ation  in  courts  of  justice? 
and  let  us  with  caution  indulge  the  supposition  that  morality  can  lie  main- 
tained without  religion.  Whatever  maybe  conceded  to  the  influence  ol 
Tefined  education  on  minds  of  peculiar  structure,  reasun  and  experieiice 
both  forbid  us  to  expect  that  national  morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  oi 
religious  principle. 

"  It  is  substantially  true,  that  virtue  or  morality  is  a  necessary  spring  of 
popular  Governments.  The  rule,  indeed,  extends  with  more  or  less  force 
to  every  species  of  free  Government.  Who  that  is  a  sincere  friend  to  ii. 
can  look  with  indifference  upon  attempts  to  shake  the  foundation  of  the 
fabric  ?  Promote,  then,  as  objects  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for 
the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge." 

3.  EXTENT  OF  THE  FIELD. 

Tiiere  can  be  no  question  that  oui  country,  considering  all  the  circum 
stances  of  its  present  condition  and  prospects,  promises  to  be  one  of  the     f 
greatest  reading  countries  in  the  world.     Already  the  number  of  newspa- 
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pers  in  circulation  is  four  times  as  great  as  it  is  in  Great  Britain,  France, 
or  Germany,  in  proportion  to  the  population.  And  it  is  highly  probable, 
judging  from  the  data  which  are  accessible,  that  a  greater  .number  of  vo- 
lumes, in  proportion  to  the  population,  are  annually  circulated  here,  than  in 
the  mother  country,  and  the  ratio  is  rapidly  increasing. 

The  society  has  already  collected  a  mass  of  statistics  relative  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  art  of  printing,  showing  the  extent  to  ,w^|ich  the  business  of 
printing  and  publishing  has  already  been -prosecuted  in  some  European 
countries,  as  an  indication  of  what  may  hereafter  be  expected  from  it  here. 
They  clearly  show  the  magnitude  of  the  field  which  this  society  has  open 
before  it.  Some  of  these  statistics  will  be  embodied  in  the  present 
pamphlet,  if  its  limits  will  allow,  or  they  will  be  given  to  the  public  in 
another  form,  among  the  early  .publications  of  the  society. 

The  English  press  alone,  estimating  from  the  increase  of  its  issues,  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years,  will  give  to  the  world,'in  ten  years  to  come,  more 
than  twenty  thousand  new  works  in  the  English  laUguaffe,  exclusive  of 
pamphlets  and  reprints,  A  large  projwrtion  of  these  will  be  local  in  their 
character,  and  another  large  proportion  will  not  be  adapted  to  us.  Of 
others,  some  will  be  salutary,  and  some  highly  injurious  in  their  tendency ; 
and  the  welfare  of  the  community  will  depend  in  a  very  great  degree  upon 
the  proportion  of  these  two  classes,  which  f  ucceed  in  obtaining  a  permanent 
circulation. 

Besides,  therefore,  what  this  society  can  do  in  producing  works  of  its 
own,calcuJated  to  instruct  and  improve  the  community,  how  vast  its  influ- 
ence niay  be,  if  it  is  well  sustained,  in  selecting  Irom  this  great  mass  those 
works  which. are  fitted  to  i^xert  a  salutary  influence,  and  giving  extent  and 
permanency  to  their  circulation  ;  and  by  thus  supplying  the  mighty  mass 
of  mind  around  us  with  what  is  good,  help  to  exclude  from  it  influences 
which  tend  to  corrupt  and  destroy. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  citizens  held  in  the  Clinton  Hall,  New  York,  on  the 
evening  of  October  17th,  1836,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  report  of  a 
committee,  appointed  in  May  last,  4o  mature  a  constitution  for  an  *•  Ameri- 
can Society  for  tlie  DitTnsion  of  Useful  Knowledge,"  the  honorable  Albert 
Gallatin  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Charles  Butler,  Esq.,  appointed 
secretary. 

Professor  John  Proudfit,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  stated  the  origin  and 
objects  of  the  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Gorham  D.  Abbott,  agent  of  the  committee,  submitted  briefly 
a  view  of  the  operations  of  the  press  in  this  country  and  in  Europe;  and 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  English  societies  similar  in  their  design  to  the  one 
proposed. 

As  the  report  of  his  agency,  it  was  stated,  that  distinguished  men  in 
various  parts  of  the  conntry  had  expressed  their  deep  conviction  of  the 
importance  and  practicability  of  the  object ;  and  that  meetings  in  relation 
to  it  had  been  held  at  Saratoga,  at  Hartford,  at  Andover,  and  at' the  State 
convention  of  common  school  teachers  in  Albany.    The  minutes  of  those 
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meetings,  and  the  resolutions  which  were  adopted,  cordially  approving  the 
object,  were  read.* 

The  communications  which  had  been  received  by  the  committee  were 
submitted.  More  than  fifty  in  number  had  come  to  hand,  from  distinguised 
individuals  in  the  following  States :  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Delaware,  District  of  Ck)lumbia,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  Tennessee.  Kentucky,  and  Missouri.  Among  the 
writers  were  Governors  of  States,  Justices  of  the  United  Statea  and  State 
courts,  members  of  the  General  and  State  Legislatures,  presidents  of  col- 
leges, professors  in  theological  seminaries,  teachers,  lawyers,  phj'sicians, 
merchants,  manufacturers,  and  agriculturists. 

The  letters  of  most  of  the  following,  or  extracts  from  them,  were  read: 

Their  excellencies  Governor  Everett,  Governor  Vroom,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  Robertson ;  the  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  and  Chief 
Justice  Hornblower,  Anthony  Barclay,  James  Wadswofth,  and  W.  H. 
Seward,  Esquires,  expressing  the  most  cordial  and  hearty  concurrence  in 
the  objects  of  the  society. 

The  constitution  was  then  discussed,  amended,  and  adopted,  article  by 
article,  and  with  subsequent  constitutional  amendments,  stands  as  follows: 

1.  CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE   I. 

The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  "  The  American  Society  fob 
THE  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge." 

ARTICLE    II. 

The  annual  payment  of  five  dollars  or  more,  shall  constitute  an  indi- 
vidual a  member  of  this  society;  of  one  hundred  dollars,  within  anyooe 
year,  a  life  member ;  of  five  hundred  dollars,  a  life  director,  and  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  within  the  same  period,  a  life  director,  and  an  honorary 
member  of  the  executive  committee. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Every  member  shall  be  equally  entitled  to  vote  at  the  meetings  ofibe 
society,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  and  shall  have  the  privilege  of  pur- 
chasing the  publications  of  the  society  at  a  reduced  price.  Life  members 
and  life  directors  shall  also  be  entitled  to  receive  five  per  cent,  annually  oo 
the  amount  of  their  payments,  in  the  publications  of  the  society,  if  applied 
for  within  the  year. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  sodety  shall  be  held  at  such  time,  in  the 
month  of  November,  as  the  board  of  directors  shall  appoint ;  at  which 
meeting  there  shall  be  chosen  a  president,  as  many  vice  presidents  as  the 
society  may  deem  proper,  and  a  recording  secretary,  all  of  whom  shall  be 
exofficio  members  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  shall  hold  the  same  rela- 
tion to  that  board  as  they  do  to  the  society.     They  shall  continue  in  office 

until  their  successors  are  chosen. 

• . 

♦  See  Appendix.    ^ 
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ARTICLE   V. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  society,  there  shall  be  chosen  forty  directors, 
.  who,  with  th^  officers  and  U&  directors,  shall  form  a  board  for  the  general 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  society.  The  elected  directors,  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  board,  shall  be  divided  into  four  equal  classes,  whose 
tejrms  of  "service,  respectively,  shall  be  one,  two.  three,  and  four  years.  At 
each  subsequent  annual  meeting,  one  class  shall  be  chosen  for  the  four 
years  next  ensuing,  the  retiring  members  being  re-eligible.  The  board,  at 
their  first  meeting,  and  annually  thereafter,  shall  appoint  a  treasurer,  and 
choose  an  executive  committee,  twenty-four  in  number,  fifteen  of  whom, 
at  least,  shall  be  residents  of  the  cit/ of  New  York.  They  shall  make 
their  own  by-laws,  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies,  and  shall  annually 
report  to  the  society.    Nine  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

•  ARTICLE    VI. 

The  executive  committee  shall  elect  their  chairman  and  other  officers, 
and  make  their  own  by-laws  ;  they  shall  have  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  funds  and  concerns  of  the  society,  but  shall  not  be  authorized  to  render 
any  of  its  members  responsible  beyond  the  amount  of  their  subscription : 
they  shall  carry  into  effect  the  resolutions  of  the  board  of  directors ;  shall 
have  power  to  call  special  meetings  of  the  same,  and  shall  continue  in 
office  until  a  new  committee  is  chosen. 

ARTICLE   VII, 

The  executive  committee  shall  elect,  from  their  own  body,  standing  com- 
mittees of  publication,  each  of  which  shall  consist  of  at  least  three  mem- 
bers ;  and  no  volumfe  shall  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  society,  without 
the  unanimous  approbation  of  one  of  such  comnaittees. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  executive  committee  shall  annually  report  \\i  detail  to  the  board  of 
directors  a  statement  of  their  operations  during  the  year,  together  with 
their  existing  engagements  and  works  on  hand  and  in  progress.  Through 
the  treasurer,  they  shall  also  make  report  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures, 
together  with  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  its  assets,  and  liabilities.  Suqh 
report  shall  be  audited  by  the  board  of  directors. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  executive  committee  shall  have  power  to  elect  honorary  members  of 
the  society. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Associations  formed  in  aid  of  the  objects  and  funds  of  this  society,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  recognised 
as  auxiliary;  their  members  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
members  of  the  parent  society,  and  their  presiding  officers,  or  other  dele- 
gates, shall  be  entitled  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  constitution,  unless  approved  by 
two-thirds  of  the  executive  committee,  by  two-thirds  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors present  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  by  a  majority  of  the  4iiembers  of 
the  society  present  at  an  annual  meeting,  or  one  summoned  with  notice  of 
its  object. 

2.  SYNOPSIS  OP  THE  PROPOSED  PLAN. 

1st.  The  objects  of  this  society  are,  to  promote  the  diffusion  of 
useful  knowledge  among  all  classes  of  the  community,  by  issuing  pim, 
entertaining,  and  valuable  publications,  in  a  cheap  and  popular  fonn; 
to  ejevafe  the  character  of  our  national  literature,  and  raise  the  standard 
of  morality,  by  the  introduction  and  more  geneiral  diffusion  of  works  of  in- 
trinsic merit,  in  belles  leltres,  in  Christian  morals,  in  the  arts,  in  science, 
physical,  intellectual,  and  moral ;  to  promote  the  improvement  of  our 
systems  of  common  school  education,  by  providing  standard  sets  of  boob 
of  instruction  for  schools,  and  by  procuring  and  publishing  statistics  aod 
facts,  calculated  to  illustrate  the  condition  and  prospects  of  education  in  oar 
own  and  other  countries;  to  pi'ovide  suitable  work*  of  entertainment  and 
information  for  children  and  youth  ;  to  furnish  the  means  of  elenaentary 
instruction  and  general  knowledge,  in  their  own  language,  far  resident  for- 
eigners and  their  children ;  to  cnerish  the  general  interests  of  literature, 
education,  and  religion,  of  agriculture,  of  commerce,  and  of  tlip  arts,  bypre- 
paring  appropriate  standard  libraries  of  useful  knowledge,  embellished  with 
illustrative  engravings,  and  imbued  with  a  Christian  spirit,  for  families  and 
schools,  for  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  merchant,  the  seaman,  and  the 


with  a.view  to  procure  every  facility  for  promoting  intellectual,  social,  and 
moral  improvement. 

2d.  The  means  by  which  the  society  hope  to  accomplish  these  object 
will  be,  by  annual  subscriptions,  and  by  donations  and  bequests  from  persocs 
who  feel  interested  in  giving  aid  to  such  an  enterprise. 

3d.  The  management  of  the  funds,  and  the  general  arrangements  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  objects  of  this  society,  will  be  vested  in  a  comniinfc 
of  twenty  four,  to  be  chosen  by  the  board  of  directors  at  their  anDisl 
meeting. 

4th.  The  publications  of  the  society  will  be  under  the  direction  ofsdect 
committees,  appointed  by  the  executive  committee. 

5th.  As  the  object  of  the  society  is  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  throngli 
the  press,  it  will  not  be  necessary  that  a  separate  system  of  auxilia^i* 
should  be  organized  and  tnauitained  throughout  the  country,  with  exlcusirc 
reference  to  these  operations,  as  existing  institutions,  such  as  library 
societies,  lyceums,  literary  institutions,  or  even  a  few  associated  individuals, 
can  do  in  any  place  all  that  is  necessary,  for  the  introducing  and  circula- 
ting the  society's  publications. 

The  details  of  arrangements  for  the  co  operation  of  auxiliaries  and  for 
the  efiective  action  of  the  society,  will  be  determined  from  time  to  time,  ai 
occasion  may  require. 
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BRIEF  SKETCHES  OP  EUROPEAN  LITERARY  AND  SCIENTIFIC  SOCIETIES. 

* 

The  plan  of  an  American  Society  foir  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge 
was  suggested  by  an  examination  of  the  structure  and  operations  of  va- 
rious European  societies  for  the  advancement  of  literature,  science^  and  the 
arts.  Almost  every  branch  of  knowledge  which  the  human  mind  can  pur- 
sue, calculated  to  further  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  mankind,  has 
somewhere  in  Great  Britain  or  on  the  continent  called  forth  an  association 
of  congenial  spirits  for  its  promotion. 

There  is  also  another  class  of  institutions,  commenced  within  a  few 
years  past,  whose  object  is  to  diffuse,  among  all  classes  of  the  community, 
the  restdts  of  the  literary  and  scientific  researches  of  individuals,  as  well 
as  of  pnbHc  todies. 

The  idea  naturally  suggested  itself  that  an  American  society  might, 
with  great  advantage,  avail  itself  of  these  labors  abroad,  and,  by  corres- 
ponding efforts  in  our  own  country,  do  a  great  and  good  work  in  spread* 
mg  information  among  the  people,  and  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
community. 

A  brief  sketch  of  some  of  the  European  institutions  will  convey  an 
idea  of  the  extent  and  usefulness  of  such  operations  abroad,  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  this  society  may  derive  from  their  labors,  and  of  the  im« 
portance  and  practicability  of  similar  efiorts  in  our  owa  country. 

There  are  in  London  no  less  than  twenty-six  associations,  comprising 
13,300  members,  founded  for  the  sole  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests 
of  learning  and  science,  and  for  diffiTsing  useful  knowledge.  Some  of  these 
we  shall  briefly  describe. 

1.    The  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge. 

More  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  since  a  few  individuals  in  Lon- 
don associated  themselves  to  establish-^this  institution.  On  the  8th  March, 
1699,  they  met  for  the  first  time.  The  declaration  Which  they  put  forth 
was  brief,  simple,  and  beautifully  expressive  of  their  noble  object : 

<«  Whereas,  the  growth  of  vice  and  immorality  is  greaUy  owiug  to  gross 
ignorance  of  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  we,  whose  names  are 
underwritten,  do  a^ree  to  meet  toother,  as  often  as  we  can  conveniefitly, 
to  consult  (under  the  conduct  of  Divine  Providence  and  assistance)*  how 
we  may  be  able,  by  dne  and  lawful  methods,  to  promote  Christian  know- 
le^e." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  society  consisted  of  only  Jive  persons.  The 
numbers  gradual  increased,  until,  in  about  two  years,  the  spihere  of  their 
operations  became  so  extended  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  divide  the  in- 
stitution into  two  distinct  branches. 

One  branch  was  incorporated  by  William  III.,  under  the  nam^  of  the 
Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in.  Foreign  parts.  This  branch  became 
very  efficient  in  its  operations,  and  our  forefathers  in  this  country  were 
much  indebted  to  it  K>r  many  of  our  early  Christian  ministers. 

The  other  branch  retained  the  original  name,  and  continued  to  prose- 
cute its  object  in  two  distinct  departments,  namely :  First,  the  foundation 
and  encouragement  of  public  charity  schools ;  secondly,  the  distribution 
of  the  Bible,  the  Prayer  Book,  homilies,  and  other  religious  books  and  tracts 
approved  by  the  Church  of  England. 
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This  society  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  public  body  that  ad^ocaled 
and  supported  the  general  education  of  the  people.  In  this  depailnientoi 
its  operations  it  has  done  great  good.  One  of  its  first  objects  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  scho6ls  in  each  parish  in  and  about  London.  In  ten  years 
they  numbered  nearly  five  thousand  children  in  London  alone,  recei?iDg 
the  benefit  of  Christian  education  through  its  instrumentality.  And  in  1741 
there  had  been  more  than  two  thousand  schools  founded  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom  by  the  society's  efibrts. 

In  1784,  when  Sunday  schools  were  introduced,  this  society  extended 
its  poweriul  encouragement  to  this  new  method  of  supplying  a  religioos 
education. 

In  1811,  it  gave  origin  to  the  National  Society  for  the  Education  of  the 
Poor  on  Christian  Principles.  The  returns  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  home  department  now  show  more  than  one  million  two  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  children  in  week  day  schools,  and  more  than  one 
million  and  a  half  in  Sunday  schools,  under  the  patronage  of  this  society, 
receivrng  Christian  education  on  the  principles  of  the  Charch  of  Englaod. 
The  national  schools  are  limited  to  the  use  of  such  religious  books  as  are 
published  by  this  society. 

The  other  department  of  the  society's  labors,  the  circulation  of  good 
books,  has  not  been  less  efficient  and  useful  than  this.  For  more  than  a 
century  it  has  been  supplying  the  clergy  with  cheap  standard  books  ior 
their  parishioners ;  the  hospitals,  workhouses,  and  prisons  ;  the  army  aad 
navy ;  and'  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  all  over  the  globe. 

Through  this.society,  in  1825,  every  soldier  in  Great  Britain  was,  by 
public  authority,  supplied  with  a  Bible  and  Prayer  Book. 

In  1827,  every  seaman,  in  her  ships  of  war,  was  supplied  with  the  same; 
and  the  rel^bus  publications  sanctioned  by  the  society  constituted  the 
Naval  Libraries  for  her  public  ships. 

in  the  progress  of  its  operations,  the  Bible  and  religious  books  have  been 
published  in  different  languages,  and  very  extensively  circulated* 
:  One  ^reat  object  of  the  society  was,  to  promote  the  progress  of  Christian 
knowledge  in  foreijB^n  lands.*  For  this  purpose  they  established  foreigB 
committees,  of  which  there  are  now  fifty  m  zelilous  and  successful  opera- 
tion, diffusing  a  practical  knowlqdge  of  Ghristiaa  truth  in  the  colonies  and 
other  foreign  dependencies  of  the  empire.  Each  of  the  several  comroiMees 
has  under  its  care  a  particular  portion  of  the  foreign  field,  investigating  its 
condition  and  wants,  tUid  directing  the  appropri$tte  supplies^ 

In  India,  upwards  of  200  native  congregations  have  been  gathered  to- 

Sither  by  the  instrumentality  of  this  society;  and  when  visited  by  Bbhop 
eber,  they  were  regarded  by  him  as  holding  '<  the  strength  of  the  Ouis- 
tian  cause  iix  India." 

It  is  more  than  one  hundred  years  since  this  society  established,  perha|fl^ 
the  first  mission  press  in  the  world,  at  Yepery,  near  Madcaa.  Supplies  of 
books,  papei;,  materials  for  printing,  and  other  stores,  have  long  been  fur- 
nished annually  by  this  society  to  various  mission  stations  and  schoob  in 
the  east.  , 

At  some  of  the  foreign  stations  they  supply  the  schools  with  books  of 
elementary  instruction,  containing  the  best  moral  influences. 
The  society  has  publications  in  Tamil,  Persian,  Arabic,  Teluioo,  Guzs^ 

rattee,  Hindostanee,  and  Singalese. 

■"— ^— — ~^  ■  '  _    _    _     -  — -"^ 

*  Principally  in  the  Britiah  cdoni«s. 
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They  have  local  committees  and  parochial  Schools  established  in  the 
principal  places  iu  the  West  Indies,  the  Bermudas,  Prince  Edward,  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  the  Canadas.  . 

The  committee  say  in  their  atie  hundredth  published  report,  that  "  many, 
very  many,  pious  members  of  the  church,  in  distant  colonies,  have  been 
taught  to  look  to  the  society  as  the  chief  source,  under  Providence,  of 
s6und  religious  knowledge  and  improvement  for,  themselves,  their  children, 
and  their  children's  children,  and  as  a  centre  and  bond  of  union  for  the 
whole  British  empire.''* 

This  venerable  institution  had  thus,  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years,.be0n  prosecuting  its  objects  with  great  and  increasing  success.  Its 
inftu^ence  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
ment, throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  British  empire,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  estimate.  If  we  regard  its  early  commencement,  or  the  objects 
which,  from  time  to  time,  have  engaged  its  attention,  it  seems  to  have  been 
the  parentof  the  great  institutions,  which  have  since  arisen  to  wield  the 
press  and  bless  the  world. 

In  1832  the  society  appointed  a  special  committee  of  general  literature 
and  education,  to  take  up  systematically  the  work  of  providing  cheap  popu- 
lar publications  ot  an  elevated  character  and  moral  tetidency.  The  first 
work  they  produced  was  the  <<  Saturday  Magazine."  London  and  all  the 
large  towns  of  the  kingdom  had  been  inundated  with  low  and  pernicious 
penny  publications.  A  catalogue  of  the  periodicals  of  this  description  was 
made  out  andsi^brnitted  to  the  committee.  There  was  the  " Devil  in  Lon- 
don," «  Figaro  in  London,"  "The  Devil's  Walk,"  "SJapat  the  Church," 
and  others  of  similar  character. 

The  example  of  the  Penny  Magazine,  in  supplanting  a  number  of  the 
most  frivolous,  scurrilous,  and  blasphemous  publications,  by  substituting  a 
work  of  real  merit  and  intrinsic  interest,  convinced,  the  committee  of  the 
necessity  of  cheap  popular  works  of  moral  tendency  to  meet  the  spirit  of 
the  times,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  in^helastuinual 
sermon  before  the  society,  "  to  bring  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  within 
the  ^idance  and  safeguard  of  sound  religious  principles,  and  to  combine 
reli^ous  instruction  with  the  pursuits  of  human  learning."  r 

.  They  determined  to  meet  tbei  existing  evil  on  its  own  ground,  and  to  issue 
a  magazine  attractive  and  superior  in  its  general  character,  and  imbued  with 
a  mild  Christian  influence,  in  the  hope  of  supplanting  the  infidel  and  irre- 
ligious works  which  were  pouring  forth  from  the  press.     , 

The  following  extract  firom  the  prospectus  of  the  American  edition  of 
the  Saturday  Magazine  shows  the  state  of  thin^  which  gave  origin  to  the 
publication  and  the  general  views  of  the  committee  in  undertaking  it : 

"  At  the  time  of  its  adoption,  infidel  and  irreligious  pubhcations  were 
most  industriously  circulated  throughout  the  whole  of  Great  Britain.  The 
friends  of  social  order,  of  vital  religion,  and  of  all  the  best  interests  of  society, 
had  reason  to  fear  the  subversion  of  the  fairest  civil,  social,  and  religious 
institutions  of  the  land.  ,  Atheism,  infidelity,  and  irreligion  of  every  form, 
were  at  work  in  the  very  elements  of  society.  The  committee  resolved  to 
make,  a  vigorous  effort  to  redeem  the  increasing  power  of  the  press  from 
such  baneful  perversions,  and  if  possible  to  make  them  bear  more  directly- 
and  effectaally  upon  the  universal  spread  of  knowledge,  in  connexion  with 
sound  principles  of  morality  and  religion.  .    ' 

•  Aimatl  report,  IB33% 
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"  For  this  purpose  they  issued  the  *  Saturday  Mngazme,'  intending  to 
make  it  a  cheap  yet  valuable  and  interesting  work,  adapted  with  ^reatcare 
and  attention  to  all  classes  of  readers.  They  hoped,  by  its  cheapness,  and 
the  interest  and  real  merit  of  its  contents,  to  supplant  those  pernicious  pub- 
lications which  threatened  irreparable  evil  to  the  social  system. 

"  The  experiment  proved  eminently  successful.  The  committee  report- 
"^  ed,  at  the  close  of  the  first  ten  months  of  its  publication,  *  that  it  had  (with 
one  exception.  The  Penny  Magazine,)  outstripped  all  its  contemporaries, 
in  the  extent  of  its  circulation.  Its  regular  sale  was  eighty  thousand  co- 
pies a  week.'  They  also  added,  *  that  the  licentious  and  unprincipled  cheap 
publications,  which  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  had  been  exposed  for  sale 
at  every  corner  of  the  streets  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  the  provincial  towns, 
had  in  a  great  measure  disappeared.' 

"  At  the  close  of  the  isecond  year  of  its  publication  the  committee  reported 
'  an  increase  of  nearly  fifteen  thousand  copies  to  its  weekly  circula- 
tion,' and  that  'the  average  number  circulated  each  week,  including  the 
supplements,  was  more  than  ninety  five  thousand  copies.'  *  The  total  num- 
ber soki  during  the  year  was  more  than  four  million  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand^  <  Its  influence  had  not  been  confined  to  Great  Britain  or 
the  British  colonies.  Most  of  its  principal  articles  had  been  translated  into 
foreign  languages.  Stereotype  metal  casts  from  its  wood  cuts  had  been 
supplied  to  respectable  publishers  in  France,  Belgium,  Holland^  Germany, 
Hungary,  Italy,  and  South  America,  and  communications  which  had  be«i 
ma:de  from  other  countries  led  the  committee  to  anticipate  the  diffusion  oi 
good  principles,  through  the  medium  of  this  work,  over  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  globe." 

The  present  ofllcers  of  the  society  are, 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  President. 

Rev.  Gteorge  Owen,  Cambridge,  M.  A.  ) 

Rev.  George  lyOyley,  D.  D.  >  Treasurers. 

Henry  Hugh  Hoare,  Esq.  \ 

Rev.  William  Parker,  M.  A.  /  «    _.    . 

Rev.  George  Tomlinson,  M.  A.  (  Secretaries. 

Rev.  Tliomas  B.  Murray,  assistant  Secretary. 

The  standing  committee  consists  of  sixty-nine^  including  the  ardi* 
bishops  and  many  of  the  most  distinguished  individuals  in  Great  Britain. 

Thef&reig^i  translation  committee  consists  of forty^ine. 

The  committee  of  general  literature  and  education  consists  of  twekt 
Many  of  the  individuals  are,  however,  members  of  more  than  one  com- 
mittee. 

The  influence  and  usefulness  of  the  institution  are  greatly  promoted  by 
the  efforts  of  local  committees  established  in  all  the 'principal  cities  and 
towns  of  the  kingdom.  They  act  for  increasing  its  funds,  enlarging  fte 
sphere  of  operations,  facilitating  communication  with  the  parent  societr, 
and  affording  to  the  districts  in  which  they  are  establisbea  a  more  eesf 
and  extensive  supply  of  the  pttblicatibns. 

There  are  three  hundred  district  or  auxiliary  contmktees  in  Great 
Britain,  and ^ify  in  foreigji  parts,  acting  in  co-operation  with  the  society. 

The  income  of  the  society  arises  firom  aimual  subscriptions,  donation^ 
and  bequests. 

^  The  subscribing  members  of  the  society  are,  gentlemen,  eleven  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-onp^  paying,  annually,  firom  one  to  ten  guineas 
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each ;  or  making  a  donation  varying  from  £20  to  £200,  in  lieu  of  an  an- 
nual subscription.  And,  ladies,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
Jour^  payings,  annually,  from  one  to  Jive  guineas ;  or  making  a  donation 
from  £20  to  £100  in  lieu  of  it.  Being  equal  to  fourteen  thousand  six 
hundred  annual  subscribers  of  a  guinea  a  year  ;  amounting  to  $64,800, 
at  par. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  operations  and  influence  of  this  society 
may  be  obtained  from  the  following  statement  of  its  income  during  five 
years  past: 


In  pounds  sterling 
In  dollars  at  par 


1832.         1833.         1834.         1835.        1836. 

£66,269    £70,336    £74,094    £73,236    £80,392 

$294,234  $312,292  $328,977  2325,168  $356,940 


The  sales  of  the  works  of  the  committee  of  general  literature  and  edu- 
cation alone,  during  the  years  1833  and  1834,  amounted  to  £66,000=' 
8248,640,  at  par. 

The  legacies  made  to  this  soi^iety  from  its  commencement  to  the  year 
1836,  amount  to  upwards  of  £200,000  in  cash,  bank  stock,  or  funded  pro- 
perty =  $888,000.  . 

Among  these  will  be  found — 

One  legacy  of  Baron  Viyhovren 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 


Twelve  legacies  of  - 


Rev.  Edward  Parldnson 
Rev.  R.  Wilkes 
Rev.  Richard  Canning 
Mrs.  Jane  Mander    - 
Earl  of  Kerry    ^ 
Mrs.  Palmer     - 
Mrs.  Ellkins 
Joseph  Hudson,  Esq. 
Iiora  Gk>dolphin 
Jacob  Bryant,  Esq.    - 
Thomas  Smith,  Esq. 
Isaac  Hollis,  Esq. 
Henry  BraddoD,  Esq. 
Mrs.  Francis  Byrd    - 


£68,331    4  2, 

90,000  00  0. 

17,723  15  5 

9,915  15  3 

7,064    8  S; 

5,831  13  3 

4,000  00  0 

3,500  00  0 

3,000  00  0 

2,000  00  0 

2,000  00  0 

2,000  00  0, 

1,900  00  0 

1,750  00  0 

1,230  00  0 

1,000  00  0 


or  about  $294,510  at  par. 
88,800  ^* 
78,689 
44,159 
31,365 
25,892 
17,760 
15,540 
13,320 

8,880 

8,880 

8,880 

8,436 

7,770 

5,461 

4,440  each. 
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Many  others  of  £700,  600,  500,  400,  300,  200,  and  100. 

These  are  independent  of  the  donations  and  annual  subscriptions, 
amounting  together  in  one  year,  (1836,)  to  £18,658,  or  282,841. 

2.  The  Religiotis  Tract  Society. 

This  society  has  been  in  operation  thirty  five  years.  It  was  instituted 
in  1799,  just  one  century  later  than  the  preceding.  Its  commencement 
was  feeble  and  comparatively  insignificant.  The  first  year  it  published 
only  tracts  enough  to  form  one  neat  volume.  The  fourth  year  its  success 
was  so  great,  and  its  opening  fields  of  usefulness  so  important,  that  the 
committee,  in  their  report,  proposed  an  extensive  enlargement  of  its  plan. 
With  a  view  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  among  all  classes  of  society, 
for  Christian  publications  of  an  elevated  character,  they  proposed  to  es- 
tabli^  "a  great  depot  in  London,  where  the  opulent  mi^ht  spend  a  guinea, 
and  the  poor  be  welcomed  with  a  penny."  Since  that  time  its  progress  in 
extensive  and  useful  operations  has  been  rapidly  onward.  The  publica* 
tibn  of  volumes  having  been  commenced  with  great  success,  it  became  by 
gradual  steps  an  object  of  prime  importance.  And  now  the  institution 
might  more  appropriately  be  styled  the  Religious  Book  and  Tract  Society. 
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The  entire  set  of  books  ftlotie,  which  it  has  issued,  ins^es  a  handsoiBe 
library  of  300  volumes.  The  whole  catalogue  of  its  publicalioos  embraces 
a  list  of  more  than  sixteen  hundred.  They  say  it  would  require  volames 
to  specify  the  extent  of  the  circulation  and  usefulness  of  their  works. 

Among  the  present  officers  of  this  society  are- 
Rev.  R.  W.  Sibthorp,  B.  D.,  fellow  of  Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  Ryde, 
Isle  of  Wi^ht. 

Rev.  B.  Henderson,  D.  P.,  Highbury  college,  L(»)don. 

Rev.  Charles  SchoU,  minister  of  the  French  Church,  London. 

Rev.  William  Jowett  M.  A.,  secretary  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society. 

Rev.  John  Arundel,  secretary  to  the  London  Missionary  Society. 

Rev.  John  Dyer,  secretary  to  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society. 

The  executive  committee,  consisting  of  eight  laymen  and  four  clergy- 
men of  London,  and  the  officers  of  the  society,  conduct  the  business  of  the 
institution. 

The  book  department  is  perhaps  the  most  valuable  and  important  Tbe 
works  issued,  although  chiefly  religious,  are  not  exclusively  so.  T%ey 
have  a  valuable  volume  in  duodecimo,  on  natural  hbtory,  designed  speciallf 
to  throw  light  upon  the  Bible.  It  is  a  popular  introduction  to  the  study  of 
quadrupeds,  on  scientific  principles,  with  one  hundred  engravings.  Another 
on  birds,  fishes,  &c.  Also  books  of  Christian  travellers.  There  are  twelFe 
handsome  volumes  of  tlie  "  Lives  of  the  Reformers,"  and  six  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal history.  They  have  republished  several  American  works.  SpragBc's 
"  Letters  to  a  Daughter,"  Hall  on  Education,  Bedel's  « Is  it  well  ?"  Todcf^ 
"  Lectures  to  Children,"  "  The  Young  Christian,"  <•  Mother  at  Home,"  &c 

The  arrangement  of  their  publications  is  very  systematic  and  on  a  ffrand 
scaler  The  issues  are  made  once  a  month.  The  distribution  is  made  all 
over  the  kingdom ;  so  that  on  the  first  day  of  each  month  the  publicatioos 
may  be  obtained  in  almost  every  town  and  village,  and  the  impression 
which  they  thus  make  is  nearly  simultaneous  throughout  the  nation.  In 
this  way  five,  ten,  and,  in  some  instances,  twenty  thousand  volumes,  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time,  are  producing  their  efiect  upon  the  multitude  of 
their  readers. 

A  year  or  two  since,  having  published  a  beautiful  edition  of  Wilberforoes 
"  Practical  View,"  the  committee  received  an  anonymous  order  (containing 
a  check  for  a  sufficient  amount)  to  distribute  three  thousand  copies  among 
distinguished  men  in  the  realm,  including  the  members  of  Parliament. 

Much  attention  is  paid  to  books  for  the  young,  and  a  lar^  number  of  the 
volumes  are  devoted  to  them.  All  the  books  are  executed  in  the  most 
tasteful  and  serviceable  manner,  and  are  an  ornament  to  any  parlor.  Hanf 
o(  them  are  not  surpassed  in  style  or  in  the  excellence  or  richness  of  tboii 
embellishments  by  any  specimens  of  typography  or  engfraving. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  nuniber  of  single  volumes  which  tbey8eH,tbcy 
are  continually  planting  entire  libraries  for  circulation,  not  only  in  Great 
Britain,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  In  almost  every  spot  wfaeie  tix 
English  language  is  spoken,  the  influence  of  their  puUicalions  is  felt.  Nor 
are  they  confined  to  English  readers.  They  have  publications  in  mm 
than  seventy-five  different  languages.  China,  Siam,  Burmah,  the  East 
Indies,  Armenia,  Georgia,  Australasia,  Polynesia,  Spanish  America,  the 
West  Indies,  Africa,  Prance,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
Russia,  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Corfu,  and  many  other  lands  are  receiving,  throojk 
this  society,  the  translated  treasures  of  English  talent  and  piety. 
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The  society  issues  three  periodicals,  the  Weekly  Visiter,  the  Magazine, 
and  the  Chita's  Companion,  monthly.  Of  the  last  two  they  have  circu- 
lated twenty  thousand  and  thirty,  thousand  copies.  From  the  profits  of 
these  two  works  alone,  the  committee  were  enabled  to  distribute  £150  in 
useful  publications,  in  China,  the  East  Indies,  France,  and  Spain. 

The  total  circulation  of  the  society's  publications,  throughout  the  world, 
in  about  eighty  different  languages,  exceeds  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
millions.. 

The  isociety  has  more  than  three  hundred  and  filly  auxiliaries  or  branch 
societies  in  Great  Britain,  and  more  than  fifty  in  foreign  lands. 

They  have  published  books  for  the  young  in  foreign  languages,  contain- 
ing the  most  valuable  truths,  and  made  attractive  by  engravings.  A  few 
years  since,  they  sent  seventy  nine  thousand  publications  of  this  description, 
in  Spanish,  to  Mexico.    Tiiey  were  purchased  with  great  avidity. 

The  operations  of  the  society  are  conducted  on  business  principles,  and 
their  works  are  purchased  and  sold  by  the  booksellers  at  the  same  rates  of 
discount  as  they  allow  each  other. 

All  the  benevolent  income  of  the  society  is  expended  by  the  committee 
in  furnishing  their  circulating  Ubrary  to  destitute  places,  at  reduced  prices, 
or  in  gratuitous  appropriations  at  home  or  abroad. 

The  total  receipts  oi  the  society,  from  sales,  &c.,  during  the  last  thr^ee 
years,  were  as  follows  : 


1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

In  poands^  sterling  - 
In  doUais  at  par    - 

£40,000 
$177,600 

£48,299 
$dl4,448 

£56,370 
$260,283 

£63,034 
$979,870 

3.  The  Society  fqr  the  Diffusion  9f  Useful  KmwUdge. 

The  officers  are. 

Chairman  of  the  committee,  the  Right  Hon.  Loyd  Brougham,  F.  R.  S. 

Vice-chairman,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  Bart.  M.  P. 

Treasurer,  William  Tooke,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  F.  R.  S. 

The  central  committee  at  London  consists  of  fiftyrfiye.  There  are  also 
seyeaty-two  local  committees,  embracing  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
distinguished  individuals,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

This  society  had  its  origin  in  1827.  The  prospectus  issued  by  the  con^- 
];Dittee  declared  its  exclusive  object  to  be,  to  <<  impart  useful  iniormation  to 
all  classes  of  the  community,  particularly  to  such  as  were  unable  to  avail 
them^ves  of  experienced  teachers,  or  who  might  prefer  learning  by  them- 
oelves.'^  «  The  plan  proposed  for  the  attainment  of  this  pbject,  was  the 
periodical  publication  of  treatises  under  the  direction  and  with  the  sanctiou 
of  a  superintetiding  committee ;"  no  ^reat^se  to  be  sanctioned  by  them 
which  should  "contain  any  matter  of  controversial  divinity,"  or  that  should 
« interfere  with  the  princiiJes  of  revealed  religiap." 

The  committee  frankly  stated  in  their  address  to  the  public^  that  althpu^h 
they  diould  abstain  from  publishing  works  ,oa  religious  s^ubj^cts^and  shquld 
confine  their  labors  to  aiding  the  progress  of  general  knowledge,  it  was 
with  a  firm  and  gratifying  conviction  of  its  beneficial  effect  upon  all  classes, 
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by  the  indefinite  increase  of  mental  enjoyment,  the  proportionate  diminu- 
tion of  gross  and  degrading  indulgencies,  and  the  consequent  advaucement 
of  morality  and  religion  ;  that  they  were  fully  persuadeil  that  the  publica- 
tions of  the  society,  by  opening  the  mind  and  giving  exercise  to  the  reason- 
ing faculties,  would  indirectly,  indeed,  but  most  powerfully,  co-operate  in 
improving  moral  character,  without  which  all  intellectual  attainments  are 
vain,  and  all  accession  of  worldly  prosperity  worthless  and  unstable. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  their  operations,  the  committee  announced 
to  the  public,  "with  much  gratification,  that  eminent  success  had  attended 
their  exertions ;  that  all  the  preliminary  difiiculties  of  such  an  enterprise 
had  been  surmounted ;  and  that  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  publica- 
tions on  the  most  extensive  scale  were  completed." 

"  That  within  nine  months  after  the  first  treatise  was  issued,  a  rrgiilar  * 
circulation  of  twenty  thousand  copies  was  established  ;  and  considering  that 
the  subjects  of  all  but  three  of  the  number  had  been  purely  scientific,  and 
could  hold  out  but  little  temptation  to  the  reader  for  mere  amusement,  they 
could  not  but  infer  that  the  desire  for  useful  information  was  most  exten- 
sively spread  through  the  country,  and  called  for  increased  exertions  to  lead 
it  to  proper  ends. 

"  That  the  aid  which  the  committee  were  receiving  from  men  of  science 
and  letters,  in  all  parts  of  the  kingddm,  while  it  reflected  on  the  cultivators 
of  sound  learning  the  highest  honor,  it  also  removed  the  necessity  of  filing 
any  limits  to  the  operations  of  the  society. 

"  That  their  success  in  endeavoring  to  make  the  most  useful  and  exalted 
truths  of  science  easily  and  generally  accessible,  encouraged  them  to  extend 
their  plans,  and  to  present  to  the  public  subjects  of  more  extensive  interest 
than  those  of  pure  science. 

"  That  they  proposed  to  incorporate  a  series  of  works,  embracing  historj 
and  biography;  in  which  the  exhibition  of  truth  should  be  the  prinoary 
object.  They  had  engaged  in  this  department  th*3  services  of  authors,  in 
whose  talents  and  principles  the  community  might  safely  confide,  and 
whose  productions  the  committee  had  just  ground  to  expect  would  presenre 
the  true  spirit  of  history. 

"  The  committee  did  not  profess  to  be  answerable  for  the  perfect  accn- 
racy  of  every  scientific  treatise,  in  all  its  details,  nor  could  they  vouch 
for  the  exact  conformity  of  the  representations  which  difiTerent  authors 
might  make  of  the  same  historical  periods  or  characters.  The  degree  of 
superintendence  which  they  engaged  to  exercise,  in  scientific,  historical,  or 
biographical  works,  was  such  as  to  secure  that  no  publication  should  be 
inconsistent  with  the  general  principles  of  the  society,  or  conflict  with  that 
love  of  peace  and  freedom  which  it  was  one  of  their  first  objects  to 
promote. 

"  Subject'  to  this  general  superintendence,  the  committee  conceived  that 
the  objects  of  the  society  would  be  better  promoted  by  placing  before  the 
readers  of  its  publications  the  sentiments  of  able  andl  iberai  men,  and  thos 
enabling  them  to  form  their  own  conclusions,  as  well  from  the  difference 
as  from  the. agreement  of  the  writers,  than  by  proposing  to  them,  as  if  from 
authority,  any  fixed  rule  of  judgment  or  one  uniform  set  of  opinions. 

"  That  the  committee,  therefore,  would  feel  disposed,  if  the  generid  effect 
of  a  work  was  favorable  to  the  objects  of  the  society,  to  direct  its  publica- 
tion ;  the  details  to  be  regarded  as  the  author's  alone,  and  the  opinions  ex- 
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pressed  on  any  particular  question  to  be  considered  as  his,  and  not  those 
of  the  committee." 

Another  department  which  the  committee  proposed  to  add  was  a  library 
of  entertaininff  knowledge.  "  They  conceived  that  much  of  the  reading 
usually  gone  through  for  mere  amusement,  might  be  made  a  source  of  great 
improvement.  In  this  series  they  intended  to  combine  the  Iwo  objects 
of  instruction  and  amusement,  uniting  as  much  entertaining  matter  as  can 
be  given  along  with  useful  knowledge,  and  as  much  knowledge  as  can  be 
conveyed  in  an  amusing  form." 

The  next  object  they  had  in  view  was,  books  for  the  yoiing.  They  saw 
and  felt  together  with  all  acquainted  with  the  practical  management'  of 
children,  how  extremely  imperfect  and  indeed  pernicious,  were  most  of  the 
books  first  put  into  their  hands.  The  most  ridiculous  and  unmeaning  things 
are  to  be  learnt  at  an  age  when  the  memory  most  easily  receives  impres- 
sions, and  the  season  is  worse  than  lost  for  imprinting  on  it  useful  lessons, 
which  might  last  forever.  They  felt  that  the  bad  effects  of  improper  books 
for  youth,  on  individual  character  and  happiness,  could  hardly  be  exagge- 
rated. And  it  was  one  of  their  objects,  not  only  to  endeavor  to  remedy 
this  evil,  and  to  multiply  good  and  wholesome  books  for  the  use  of  children, 
but  to  pursue  measures  for  the  more  general  diffusion  of  right  principles 
upon  this  very  important  branch  of  education. 

Another  design  they  had  in  view,  was  to  substitute  a  better  thing  for  the 
miserable  popular  almanacs,  full  of  the  grossest  errors,  prophecies,  and  ab- 
surdities. One  of  these  had  the  extraordinary  sale  of  nearly  half  a  million^ 
extending  and  perpetuating  the  folly  of  hieroglyphics  and  astrology.  "  The 
British  Almanac"  and  "Companion"  to  the  same,  two,  perhaps,  as  valuable 
works  in  the  department  as  can  be  found  in  the  worla,  were  the  result  of 
their  labors. 

Much  attention  of  the  committee  was  occupied  in  extending  inform- 
ation as  to  the  objects  of  the  society,  and  promoting  the  perusal  of  its  pub- 
lications, by  means  of  correspondence,  agencies,  auxiliary  societies,  and 
reading  associations ;  and  they  relied  much  on  the  subscribers  for  co-opera- 
lion  and  aid  in  this  important  branch  of  their  labors.  In  foreign  parts,  they 
had  found  the  friends  of  education  ready  tp  unite  their  efforts  with  those  of 
the  society.    In  France,  some  of  the  publications  were  regularly  translated. 

The  following  summary  view  of  their  plan  exhibits  more  clearly  its 
uature  and  extent : 

1.  Each  scientific  treatise  to  contain  an  exposition  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  some  branch  of  science  ;  their  proofs  and  illustrations  ;  their 
application  to  practical  uses,  and  to  the  explanation  of  facts  or  appearances. 

2.  For  this  purpose,  the  greater  divisions  of  knowledge  to  be  subdivided 
into  branches;  any  subdivision  or  branch  to  be  continued  in  a  second 
treatise,  if  necessary  for  a  sufficient  elucidation. 

3.  Thus  the  great  division  of  natural  knowledge,  commonly  called 
natural  philosophy,  would  be  subdivided  into  different  branches,  as  ele- 
mentary astronomy,  mechanical  powers,  application  of  these  to  machinery, 
hydrostatics,  hydraulics,  pneumatics,  optics,  electricity,  magnetism,  <fcc. ; 
and  thus  onward,  with  occasionally  a  separate  practical  treatise,  to  the 
higher  branches  of  natural  philosophy ;  the  object  being  to  furnish  tho 
means  of  acquiring,  step  by  step,  the  whole  of  any  department  of  science, 
to  the  study  of  which  interest  or  inclination  might  lend.  Reference  to  be 
made  to  works  where  the  subjects  treated  are  more  fully  discussed,    "Wa 
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treatises  to  be  furDished  with  neat  engravings  on  wood,  and  fables.     The 
plan  of  publications  proposed  is  as  follows : 

1.  LIBRARY  OF  USEFUL  KNOWLEDGE. 


NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 


Astronomy,  plane  and  physical. 

Geology. 

Geography,  n^athematical,    physical, 

and  political. 
Magnetsim. 
Galvanism. 
lUechanics. 
Hydrostatics. 
Hydraulics. 
Pneumatics. 
Heat. 
Optics. 

Animal  mechanics. 
Electricity. 
^  Vegetable  physiology. 
Chemistry. 
Mineralogy. 
Meteorology. 
Navigation. 
Surveying. 


Botany. 

Architecture. 

Dynamicsd 

Hydro-Dynamics. 

Scientific  instruments. 

Scientific  apparatus. 

Scientific  processes. 

Steam  engine. 

Mill  work. 

Dyeing. 

Bleaching. 

Assaying. 

Chemical  functions  of  animals. 

Chemical  functions  of  vegetables. 

Physiology,  animal  and  vegetable. 

Thermometer  and  Barometer. 

Familiar  account  of  Newton's  Prin 

cipia. 
Familiar  account  of  La  Place's  Me 

canique  Celeste, 
(fee,  &c.,  (fee. 


PURE  MATHEMATICS. 


Arithmetic  and  Algebra.  Calculus,  integral,  differential,  and 

Geometry,  plane  and  solid.  of  variations. 

Trigonometry,  plane  and  spherical.  Differences  nnd  series?. 
The  higher  algebra  and  itsapplication. 


INTELLECTUAL  PHILOSOPHY. 


Fundamental  principles    of   human  Grammar — Iginguage. 

knowledge.  Judgment  and  reasoning. 

Association  of  ideas,  and  habit.  Evidence  and  belief;  conduct  of  the 
Signs  of  thought,  natural  and  arbitral  y.        understanding. 


ETHICAL  PHILOSOPHY. 


Pains  and  pleasures. 
Motives. 


Classification  of  human  actions. 
Human  obligations. 


POLITICAL  PHILOSOPHY. 


Objects  of  Government  and  its  means.    Jurisprudence,  civil,  criminal,  pre* 
Legislative,   judicial,    administrative        liminary  (police.) 
powers.  Political  economy. 
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HISTORY   OF   SCIENCE. 


Mathematics,  Natural  Philosophy. 
Astronomy,  Chemistry. 


Anatamy,  Metaphysics. 
Ethics,  Religion,  Law. 


Useful  Arts. 
.  Fine  Arts. 
Navigation. 


HISTORY   OP   ART. 

Waf. 

Commerce. 

Manufactures. 

HISTORY  OF   NATIONS. 


1.  Ontline  of  Greneral  History. 

2.  Greece. 

3.  Italy  and  the  Roman  Empire. 

4.  Eastern  Empire! 

5.  The  Saracens. 

6.  English  History. 
England. 
Scotland. 
Ireland. 

7.  Germany. 

8.  Prance. 

9.  Netherlands.  HoHand,  &c. 


10.  Switzerland. 

11.  Spain. 

12.  Portugal. 

13.  Denmark,  Nortray,  Sweden. 

14.  Pnissia. 

15.  Seljucks,  Moguls,  Tartars,  &c, 

16.  China. 

17.  Ottoman  Turks. 

18.  Hindostan. 

19.  America. 

20.  Revolution  of  North  America. 

21.  British  colonies. 


HISTORY   OF    INDITimJALS. 


Patriots, 


Bmce. 
De  Witt. 
William  Tell. 


Hampden. 

Sydney.. 

Russell. 


Lord  Falkland. 
Paoli. 
Washington,  &c. 


Warriers. 


Black  Prince. 
Gustavus  Adolphus. 
Marlborough. 
Turenne. 


Gallileo. 

Copernicus. 

Bacon. 

Tycho  Brahe. 

Franklin. 

Bfindley. 


Locke. 
Malbranche. 


Wolfe. 

Abercrombie. 
Blake. 
De  Ruyter. 

Discoverers, 

Kepler. 

Newton. 

Leibnkz. 

Hervey. 

Rcnnie. 

Watt. 

Moral  Philosophers. 

Berkeley. 
Grotius. 


Rodney. 
Nelson. 
St.  Vincent. 
Duncan. 


Black. 

Cavendish. 

Priestly. 

Lavoisier. 

Arkwright. 

Smeaton. 


Turcot. 
Smith. 
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Navigators. 

Columbus. 
Drake. 

Vacodi  Gama. 
Anson. 

Statesmen. 

Cook. 

La  Perouse 

Wolsey. 
Burleigh. 

Sully, 

0.  Cromwell. 

Somers. 
Chatham. 

2.  FARMER'S  SERIES 

To  consist  of  a  series  of  publications,  on  different  subjects  connected  with 
domestic  and  rural  economy ;'  with  the  design  of  affording  to  the  farmer, 
the  laborer,  and  the  cottager,  all  the  information  necessary  for  well  under- 
standing, the  history,  nature,  and  management  of  the  different  domestk 
animals  and  their  productions  ;  and  to  give  an  account  of  the  nature  and 
properties  of  all  trees,  plants,  and  vegetables  usUally  cultivated  for  food  or 
profit 

The  committee  remark  that  less  pains  have  been  taken  to  afford  useflil 
information  to  the  husbandman,  on  subjects  connected  with  his  pursuits, 
than  have  been  bestowed  on  furnishing  information  to  manufacturers  aod 
artisans,  while  the  long  winter  evenings  of  those  who  live  in  the  country, 
employed  in  husbandry,  afford  opportunities  peculiarly  favorable  for  ac- 
quiring knowled^  on  all  subjects  connected  ^with  their  employments,  their 
interests,  and  their  happiness. 

The  first  division  of  the  scries  to  contain  a  history  of  the  treatment  and 
management  of  animals  useful  to  man,  and  an  account  of  those  injurious  lo 
him.  Of  the  domestic  animals  a  plain  and  familiar  account  to  be  given  d 
their  history,  structure,  food,  habits  and  diseases ;  of  the  way  to  presenre 
them'  in  a  healthy  and  useful  state ;  of  the  best  application  of  their  strength, 
illustrated  on  the  principles  of  mechanical  science  ;  and  of  the  rncans  requi- 
site to  secure  all  the  benefits  they  confer  upon  man,  in  articles  of  food  aod 
raiment.  In  doing  this,  free  use  to  be  made  of  facts  and  natural  history, 
and  the  principles  of  mechanics,  and  of  chemistry,  to  be  often  explained. 
The  works  to  be  interspersed  with  curious  and  interesting  facts  and  anec- 
dotes ;  with  drawing  of  animals,  implements,  buildings,  &c.,  for  purposes 
of  amusement  and  illustration. 

"  It  is  impossible,"  says  the  prospectus,  "  to  enter  into  a  detailed  stal^ 
ment  of  the  structure  and  habits  of  animals,  without  meeting,  at  every  ste^ 
the  most  impressive  proofs  of  Divine  wisdom :  it  needs  scarcely  to  be  ob- 
served, that  to  trace  and  illustrate  these  evidences  will  form  an  important 
part  of  this  series  of  the  society's  treatises." 

Specimen  of  the  general  arrangement  of  the  first  division  of  thefarmni 

'series. 


Horse, 
Ox, 


USEFUL  AND  HURTFUL  ANIMALS. 

1.  In  aiding  the  power  of  man. 

A  S3,  Dog,  &c. 

Mule, 
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Horned  cattle, 

Sheep, 

Swine, 


Fox, 

Polecat, 

"Weazel, 


2.  In  supplying  food  and  raitneni. 


Goats, 
Bees, 

Rabbits, 


3.  Hurtful. 


Badger, 

Mole, 

Rat, 


Hares, 

Fish, 

Poultry. 


Mice, 

Insects, 

Worms. 


THE    HORSE. 


I.  Structure,  functions,  and  habits,  par- 

ticularly with  reference  to  what 
renders  this  animal  useful  to  man. 

II.  The  kind  best  fitted  for— 

1.  The  road. 

2.  The  plough  and  cart. 

III.  Rules  for  judging  of  thqir  age, 

strength,  &c. 
lY.   Breeding  and  treatment  when 


V.  Treatment  when  fit  for  work. 

1.  Food. 

2.  Stabling. 

3.  Shoeing. 

4.  Yoking. 

VI.  Diseases.    . 

1.  Prevention. 

2.  Symptoms. 

3.  Remedies. 


young. 


CATTLE. 


I.  Structure,  functions,  and  habits. 
11.  Kinds  best  adapted  for — 

1.  1  )ifferent  soils  and  climates. 

2.  For  giving  much  or  rich 
milk. 

3.  For  the  biltcher. 


III.  Rules  for  judging  of. 

IV.  Breeding  and  fattening  calves. 
V.  Treatment,  food,  &.c. 

VI.  Diseases,  &c. 


DAIRY. 


I.  Chemical  principles  of  milk. 

II.  Butter  and  cheese ;  best  mode  of  making;  explanation  of  the  process. 
III.  Milk,  cheese,  and  butter,  as  articles  of  diet. 


COMMON   POULTRY. 


I.  Structure,  functions,  habits. 
II.  Different  kinds. 

III.  Rules  for  judging  of. 

IV.  Hen  houses,  breeding. 


V.  Feeding. 
VI.  Diseases. 
VII.  Eggs. 
VIII.  Feathers. 


HONEY-BEE. 


I.  Structure,  &c.  V.  Taking  the  honey. 

II.  Construction  andsiteofbcehives.  1.  Honey,  as  an  article  of  diet. 

III.  Treatment.  2.  Making  of  mead;  its  pro- 

IV.  Diseases  and  enemies.  perties. 
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Subjecis  to  be  treated  of  in  subsequent  divisions. 

1.  General  principles  of  agriculture.    6.  Wood  and  timber. 

2.  Agricultural  buildings  and  ma-    7.  Potatoes,  cabbage,  and  spade  bus- 

chinery.  bandry. 

3.  Hop  planting.  8.  Farriery. 

4.  Sheep  farming.  '  9.  Road  making. 

6.  Dairy  farming  and  cheese  making.  10.  Bridge  building. 

3.  LIBRARY  OF  ENTERTAINING  KNOWLEDGE. 

A  series  of  books  to  meet  the  wants  of  that  numerous  class  of  readers, 
in  every  condition  of  life,  who  are  desirous  to  attain  knowledge  chiefly 
through  the  medium  of  amusement.  The  Library  of  Useftd  luwwUdgt^ 
furnishing  the  requisite  meaDs  for  those  who  desire,  by  diligent  reading 
and  study,  to  inform  themselves  in  science  and  in  history. 

This  series  is  designed  to  be  a  repository  of  those  numerous  and  interest- 
ing facts  in  science  and  literature,  which  are*  too  ^scattered  to  be  arranged 
in  a  systematic  treatise,  and  which  convey  much  useful  information  in  an 
amusing  form.  The  object  is  to  present  the  most  attractive  parts  of  know- 
ledge to  those  who,  from  want  of  time  or  habit  of  study,  are  reluctant  to 
make  mental  effort,  and  lead  them  to  appreciate  the  value  of  a  fall  and 
systematic  pursuit  of  those  studies,  which,  instead  of  being  dry  and  repol- 
sive,  afford  great  delight  and  improvement. 

Among  the  subjects  to  be  treated  in  this  library,  the  following  are  named: 

The  menageries.  The  monuments  of  architecture. 

Natural  history  of  insects.  The  pursuit  of  knowledge,  illustrated 

Natural  history  of  birds.  by  anecdotes  of  remarkable  persoiK. 

History  and  description  of  substan-  Historical  scenes  and  portraits,  orac- 

ces  used  in  the  arts.  counts  of  extraordinary  actions  and 

History  of  inventions  and  discove-  characters. 

ries.  Interesting  trials. 

4.  THE  aUARTERLY  JOURNAL  OP  EDUCATION. 

5.  BRITISH  ALMANAC  AND  COMPANION. 

6.  A  SERIES  OP  MAPS. 

7.  TREATISE  ON  POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 

Address  to  laborers,  more  than  140,000  copies  sold. 

Results  of  machinery. 

Rights  of  industiy. 

Rights  of  property. 

Division  of  employment. 

Exchanges  on  equivalents. 

Population. 

Private  consumption,  Slg. 

Public  consumption. 

The  grand  experiment  of  the  Penny  Magazine,  and  its  splendid  success 
in  this  country  as  well  as  in  England,  are  well  known.  It  was  a  bold  and 
noble  coaception,  that  of  publishing  a  magazine  which  would  require  fiAf 


43  [  235  ] 

thousand  subscribers  to  pay  its  expenses.  But  its  unparalleled  success  was 
the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
mankind.  X  Previous  to  the  birth  of  this  magazine,  the  periodical  literature 
of  the  world  could  scarcely  show  a  work  which  numbered  as  many  thou- 
sand subscribers  as  there  are  days  in  the  week.*  But  in  England  and 
America  only,  the  Penny  Magazme  has  poured  forth  from  the  press  by 
nearly  as  many  thousands  as  there  are  days  in  the  year  ;  and  if  we  estimate , 
the  translations  in  otlier  lans^uages,  and  the  copies  of  its  articles  in  other 
works,  and  all  its  influence  direct  and  indirect,  it  may  be  doubted  if  any 
single  instrumentality  has  ever  before  done  so  imich  towards  opening  the 
sources  and  the  blessings  of  knowledge  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 

The  committee,  in  speaking  of  the  happy  effects  of  the  plan  of  render- 
incr  good  books  generally  accessible  by  their  cheapness,  suggested  an 
enlargement  of  the  sphere  of  the  society's  operations.  And  in  acknowledg- 
ing the  assistance  which  they  had  derived  from  diflerent  quarters,  they  say 
they  "  are  happy  to  state  that  in  the  United  States,  in  Paris,  in  the  Ionian 
islands,  and  in  Norway,  they  have  efficient  and  zealous  correspondents." 

The  design  of  these  associations,  which  have  been  described,  is,  as  will 
at  once  be  [perceived,  the  diffusion  of  knowkdge  already  attained.  It  may 
be  well  to  enumerate  also  here  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  societies  now 
flourishing  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  whose  object 
is  the  ac/t7a77Cff;zen/ of  literature  and  science  by  stimulating  research,  and 
thus  promoting  discovery. 

4.  The  English  Siatisiical  Soeieif/. 

The  substance  of  the  prospectus  of  its  objects  and  plan  of  operation  is 
OS  follow^ : 

1.  Objects.  To  procure,  arrange,  and  publish  facts  calculated  to  illus- 
trate  the  condition  and  prospects  of  society,  with  a  view  to  the  ultimate 
detection  of  the  causes  which,  whether  politically,  morally,  or  physically, 
promote  or  prejudice  the  well-being  of  individual  communities  or  whole 
nations.  Facts,  in  contradistinction  from  opinions,  will  receive  its  oxclusive 
attention. 

2.  Plan  of  operations.  1.  To  subdivide  and  organize  the  general  coun- 
cil of  the  society,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  council  to  deal  con- 
veniently with  alt  the  subdivisions  of  the  subject  matter  before  it.  These 
subdivisions  will  necessarily  be  numerous,  bat  are  embraced  in  four  great 
classes,  namely : 

1.  Economical  statistics.  3.  Medical  statistics. 

2.  Political  statistics.  4.  Moral  and  intellectual  statistics. 
The  first  class,  economical  siatistics,  comprehends — 

1.  The  statistics  of  the  natural  productions  and  agriculture  of  nations. 

2.  Do.        do.     manufactures. 

3.  Do.        do.     commerce  and  currreney. 

4.  Do:  do.  the  distribution  of  wealth,  or  all  facts  relating  to 
rent,  wages,  profit,  <kc. 

Political  statistics  furnish  three  subdivisions  : 

1.  Facts  relating  to  the  elements  of  political  constitutions,  the  number 
of  electors,  jurors,  <kc. 

♦  Newspapers,  of  course,  are  not  here  consldtt^d. 
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2.  Legal  statistics. 

3«  Statistics  of  finance,  of  national  expenditure,  and  of  civil  and  military 
establishments.  , 

Medical  statistics,  including  the  great  subject  of  population,  so  nearly 
allied  to  it,  will  require  several  subdivisions. 

Moral  and  intellectual  statistics  embrace — 

1.  The  statistics  of  literature. 

2.  Do.  education. 

3.  Do.  religious  instruction  and  ecclesiastical  institutions. 

4.  Do.  crime. 

These  leading  subdivisions  to  be  assigned  to  distinct  subdivisions  of  the 
coimcil ;  the  society,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  open  communication  with  the 
statistical  department,  established  by  Government  at  the  board  of  trade. 

One  of  its  first  steps  towards  collecting  fresh  statistical  information,  will 
be  to  draw  up  a  good  set  of  interrogatories.  It  is  difficiilt  to  overrate  the 
importance  of  such  a  measure  in  the  accumulation  of  knowledge  from  all 
quarters  of  the  globe.  The  preparation  and  publication  of  such  a  set  of 
questions  will  be  as  laborious  as  it  is  important,  and  will  probably  form  the 
chief  object  of  the  exertions  of  the  council,  during  the  first  year  of  the  so- 
ciety's existence. 

♦  The  society  will  also  open  correspondence  with  such  societies,  at  home 
and  abroad,  as  may  appear  qualified  to  collect  or  furnish  statistical  details. 

An  important  part  of  the  labors  of  the  council  will  be  the  arranging, 
condensing,  and  publishing  information  already  in  existence,  but  either 
unpublished,  or  published  only  in  an  expensive  or  diffused  ^rm,  or  io 
foreign  languages. 

The  collection  of  a  complete  statistical  library  will  also  be  carried  on  as 
rapidly  as  the  funds  will  admit. 

6»  Other  British  societies. 

1.  The  Royal  Society,  incorporated  by  Charles  II.,  in  1653,  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  "  President,  Council,  and  Fellows  of  the  Royal  iSociety  of 
London,  for  improving  Natural  Knowledge,^  Its  origin  is  attributed  to 
Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  Sir  William  Petty,  and  others.  The  charter  ordaios 
that  the  council  shall  always  consist  of  twenty  one  persons,  (the  president 
always  one.)  Each  member  pays  an  admission  fee  of  eight  guineas,  and 
is  subject  to  an  annual  tax  of  five  guineas,  unless  he  redeem  it  by  payin?«t 
once  fifty  guineas.  It  publishes  an  annual  volume  in  two  parts  :  "  The 
Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London."  Men  of  all 
ranks  and  professions  have  vied  in  promoting  its  designs,  by  communica- 
ting every  thing  in  their  power  relating  to  natural  and  artificial  discoveries. 
It  has  received,  also,  more  than  once,  ihe  aid  of  royal  endowment  The 
library  and  museum  are  worthy  of  the  institution.  There  are  750  members. 

2.  The  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com- 
merce, formed  in  1754.  The  chief  object  of  this  society  is  to  promote 
these  interests,  by  encouraging  useful  inventions,  discoveries,  and  improve- 
ments. The  institution  consists  of  a  president,  sixteen  vice  presidents,  two 
chairmen  of  each  of  the  committees,  a  principal  and  assistant  secretary,  a 
housekeeper,  a  collector,  a  messenger,  and  members.  In  pursuance  of  its 
objects,  they  have  expended  upwards  of  £50,000,  derived  from  voluntarr 
subscriptions  and  Ifgacies.    No  invention  or  improvement  for  which  a  pa 
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tent  is  obtained  can  receive  patronapre  from  the  society,  as  every  object 
which  it  promotes  must  be  laid  open  for  public  use  and  inspection.  The 
society  publishes  an  annual  volume  of  its  transactions.  The  great  room 
of  the  society  is  filled  with  a  series  of  ornamental  paintings,  illustrating  the 
motto,  <'  The  attainfnent  of  happiness,  individual  and  publiCf  depends  on 
the  cultivation  of  the  human  faculties J^ 

There  are  nine  committees  divided  into  several  classes  :•  committees  on 
agriculture,  manufactures,  mechanics,  trade,  chemistry,  mineralogy,  dye- 
ing; on  polite  and  liberal  arts;  on  papers,  correspondence,  miscellaneous 
matters,  accounts,  &c.  They  publish  an  annual  volume  of  their  transac- 
tions. 

3.  The  Royal  Society  of  Literature.  This  institution  commenced  opera- 
tions in  1833,  under  the  patronage  of  George  -IV.  Its  object  is  "  the  ad- 
vancement of  literature,  as  conducing  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind, by  the  publication  of  works  of  great  intrinsic  value,  but  not  of  that 
popular  character  which  usually  claim  the  attention  of  publishers,  by  the 
promotion  of  discoveries  in  literature  ;  by  endeavoring,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble^  to  fix  the  standard,  and  to  preserve  the  purity  of  our  language ;  bY  the 
critical  improvement  of  lexicography ;  by  the  reading  at  public  meetings 
of  interesting  papers  on  history,  philosophy,  philology,  and  the  arts,  and 
the  publication  of  such  of  those  papers  as  shall  be  approved. of  in  the  so- 
ciety's transactions ;  by  the  assigning  of  honorary  rewards  to  the  authors  of 
works  of  literary  merit,  and  important  discoveries  in  literature;  and  by 
establishing  correspondence  with  learned  men  in  foreign  countries,  for  the 
purpose  of  literary  inquiry  and  information." 

The  society  consists  of  fellows  and  associates,  the  latter  being  divided 
into  ten  royal  associates,  who  each  receive  100  guineas  per  annum  from 
the  privy  purse  ;  and  ten  society  associates,  who  are  appointed  on  the  funds 
of  the  society.  Besides  these,  there  are  honorary  associates.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  society  is  vested  in  a  council,  consisting  of  the  president,  vice- 
president,  and  a  certain  number  of  the  fellows.  Meetings  every  fortnight, 
except  in  midsummer.    There  are  271  members. 

4.  The  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain.  This  was  formed  in  1800, 
under  the  patronage  of  George  III.,  and  incorporated  by  royal  charter,  for 
the  purpose  of  <<  difiusing  the  knowledge,  and  facilitating  the  general  in- 
troduction of  useful  mechanical  inventions  and  improvements,  and  for 
teaching,  by  courses  of  philosophical  lectures  and  experiments,  the  applica- 
tion of  science  to  the  common  purposes  of  life." 

The  investigations  and  important  discoveries  *of  Sir  Humphrey  Davy, 
who  lectured  nere,  have  conferred  great  celebrity  on  this  establishment. 
There  are  768  members. 

6.  The  London  Institution  received  the  royal  charter  in  1807,  Its  ob- 
jects are  <<  the  acquisition  of  an  extensive  library  of  the  most  valuable  books 
in  all  languages,  ancient  and  modern ;  the  establishment  of  rooms  for 
newspapers  and  other  periodical  journals,  foreign  and  domestic;  the 
general  difiiision  of  science,  literature,  and  the  arts." 

To  accomplish  its  purposes,  nearly  1,000  gentlemen  and  merchants  sub- 
scribed 76  guineas  each  for  the  supply  of  requisite  funds.  The  entire  sub- 
scription was  nearly  £80,000.  The  annual  subscription  is  three  guineas. 
The  afiairs  of  the  institution  are  conducted  by  a  committee  of  twenty-six. 

The  ground  floor  of  the  elegant  stone  edifice  is  entirely  occupied  by  the 
entrance  hall,  decorated  with  pilasters  and  columns,  the  newspaper^  nia^- 
zinci  and  committee  rooms.    A  library,  97  feet  by  4Sty  va  Vxi  ii!ki^  ^iec)enAi&\»r| « 
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6.  The  Surrey  Institution,  founded  in  1824,  "  for  the  geaeral  diffusion  of 
literary  and  scientific  knowledge."  Proprietors  and  subscribers  of  three 
oruineas  a  year  have  access — 1.  To  the  news-room,  furnished  with  papers, 
gazettes,  &c.  2.  To  the  reading  room,  containing  the  literary  journals, 
new  books,  pamphlets,  &c.  3.  To  the  lectures.  4.  To  the  laboratory. 
5.  To  the  library  of  reference.    6.  To  the  library  of  circulation. 

7.  The  London  Literary  Institution,  established  in  1825,  for  the  diffusioa 
of  literature  and  science  amon<^  commercial  and  professional  young  men. 

8.  The  Mechanic's  Institution,  founded  in  1823,  by  liberal  cfonatioos 
from  public  spirited  and  patriotic  individuals,  for  the  purpose  of  "  diffusing 
a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  arts  and  sciences  among  the  mechanics 
of  London,  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  general  knowledge  among 
them." 

9.  British  Association  for  the  advancement  of  Science.  The  objects  and 
plan  of  this  association  are  too  well  known  to  need  a  particular  description. 
The  following  extract,  however,  from  Professor  Hamilton's  annual  report 
at  the  meeting  in  Dublin,  in  1835,  conveys  an  idea  of  the  magnificent  ex- 
tent of  its  design,  which  cannot  fail  to  interest  every  one. 

"  This  institution,"  he  remajks, "  differs,  in  its  magnitude  and  universality, 
from  all  others.  What  other  societies  do  upon  a  small  scale  this  does  upon 
a  large  one.  What  others  do  for  London,  or  Edinburgh,  or  DubliD,tbis 
does  for  the  whole  triple  realm  of  England,  Scotland,  andlreland,  its  gigan- 
tic arms  stretching  even  to  America  and  India,  inasmuch  as  it  is  com- 
niensurate  with  the  magnitude  and  inajestyof  the  British  empire,  on  which 
the  sun  never  sets.  But  it  is  not  merely  in  its  magnitude  and  universality, 
and  consequently  higher  power  of  stipaulating  intellect  through  sympathy, 
that  this  association  differs  from  others.  It  differs  also  from  all  others  in  its 
constitution  and  details,  iu  the  migratory  character  of  its  meetings,  which 
visit  ibr  a  week  each  year,  place  after  place  in  succession,  so  as  to  indol^ 
and  stimulate  all,  without  wearying  or  bi^irdeniiig  any.  •  ♦  *  ♦  •  In 
calling  upon  eminent  n^en  to  prepare  reports  upon  the  existing  state  of 
knowledge  in  the  principal  departments  o{  science ;  in  short,  in  eatempting 
to  induce  nien  of  science  to  work  more  together  than  they  do  alsewheie ; 
to  establish  a  system  of  more  strict  co-operation  between  the  laborers  in 
one  common  field,  and  thus  to  effect  more  fully  than  other  societies  can  do, 
the  combination  of  intellectual  exertion,  so  that  the  labors  of  the  several 
rneoibers  are  made  to  combine  and  harmonize  together.  *  *  *  *  Ex- 
press requests  are  also  systematically  made  to  mdividuals  and  bodies  of 
men  to  co-operate  in  the  execution  of  particular  tasks  in  science,  and  these 
requests  are  often  complied  with." 

The  reports  which  this  association  have  called  forth,  upon  the  existing 
state  of  several  branches  of  knowledge,  are  astonishing  examples  of  in- 
dustry and  zeal,  exerted  in  the  spirit  and  for  the  purpose  of  cooperation- 

The  association  is  divided  into  six  sections,  on  the  following  subjects: 

Section  A.  Mathematics  ^d  General  Physics. 
"        B.  Chemistry  and  Mineralogy. 
"        C.  Geology  and  Geography. 
"        D.  Natural  History. 
'^        E.  Anatomy  and  Medicine. 
"        F.  Statistics. 

Note.— There  a^re  besides  the  above,  other  miscellaneous,  literary,  and  scientific  socirtiesv  »* 
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6.  French  Societies. 

1.  The  Institute,  or  Royal  Academy,  created  in  1795.  It  originally 
consisted  of  three  academies.  It  was  reconstituted  In  1803,  and  di- 
vided into  four  great  classes,  which  are,  in  effect,  so  many  distinct  societies. 
They  are, 

'  I.  The  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences.  This  is  composed  of  eleven  sec- 
lions,  embracing  62  members  ;  viz :  Geometry,  6  members ;  Mechanics,  6 ; 
Astronomy,  6 ;  Geography  and  Navigation,  3  ;  Philosophy,  6 ;  Chemistry, 
6 ;  Mineralogy,  6 ;  Botany,  6 ;  Rural  Economy  and  the  Veterinary  Art, 
6;  Anatomy  and  Zoology,  6;  Medicine  and  Surgery  6.  This  academy 
distributes  prizes 'on  Statistics,  Experimental  Philosophy,  and  Mechanics; 
for  improvements,  and  useful  works  or  discoveries  made  in  the  course  of  t|ie 
year.     This  academy  holds  its  sittings  every  Monday,  from  three  to  five. 

2.  Sometimes  called  the  Ancient  French  Academy.  It  has  40  members, 
who  are  employed  on  French  literature,  and  the  French  language.  It  is 
charged  with  the  compilation  of  a  dictionary  in  the  French  language,  and 
the  examination  of  literary  and  historical  w6rks.  This  academy  disposes 
of  an  annual  prize  of  1,500  francs,  for  the  best  production  on  a  subject  pro- 
posed the  preceding  year,  and  other  prizes,  one  for  the  work  most  useful  to 
public  morals.  ,  It  sits  every  Thursday,  from  half  past  two  till  half  pa$t 
four. 

3.  The  Royal  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles  Lettres.  This  hai^ 
forty  members,  e^ight  associates,  and  sixty  correspondents.  It  meets  every 
Wednesday,  and  distributes  an  annual  prize  of  1,500  francs. 

4.  The  Royal  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts.  This  has  also  40  members^ 
and  is  divided  into  five  sections ;  viz :  Painting,  14  members ;  Sculpture, 
8 ;  Architecture,  8 ;  Engraving,  4  ;  Musical  Composition,  6.  They  meet 
weekly. 

Each  academy  has  its  own  regulations,  and  its  own  secretary.  The 
first  has  two  secretaries.  Each  academy  is  perfectly  independent  pf  the 
other  ;  but  the  hall,  the  agency,  the  secretary's  office,  the  library,  &c.,  ^re 
common  to  the  whole.  The  interests  and  the  funds,  common  to  {he  fouri 
are  managed  by  a  committee  formed  of  two  members  from  each,  presided 
by  the  Mmister  of  the  Interior.  Each  academy  ballots  to  fill  its  own  va- 
cancies, and  the  choice  is  submitted  to  the  approbation  of  the  King.  Mem- 
bers of  one  academy  are  eligible  to  the  others,  and  each  member  receives  a 

The  Zoological  socieiy ;  u\imber  of  members.  2,446. 
•  The  Liniuen  society,  incorporated  in  18C2.    Object,  Natural  History. 

The  British  Mineralogical  society.    (1799.) 

The  Entomolog[ical  society.    (1806.) 

The  Mathematical  society. 

The  Philosophical  society  of  London.    (1810.) 

The  Geological  society^.    (1813.)    Several  volumes  of  its  traufiactions  piibliBhed. 

The  Horticultural  society.    (4804.)    Number  of  members  1,876. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture.    (1793.) 

The  City  Philosonhical  societv. 

The  Astronomical  society.    (^1890.) 

The  Medical  and  Chirargical  society.    (1805  ) 

The  Meteorological  society. 

The  Philological  society. 

The  Royal  Geographical  society. 

The  Royal  A.5iatic  society,  instituted  for  the  invcaMigatiou  and  ^neouragemant  of  arts,  sci^ 
ences,  an (( literature,  with  respect  to  Asia. 

The  number  and  variety  of  lectures  and  papers,  to  which  these  in.stitntions  have  given 
origin,  have  proved  highly  be^^eficial  to  i^lence. 
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salary  of  1,500  francs.    The  united  public  meeting  of  the  four  academies 
takes  place  annually  on  the  first  of  May. 

This  institution  was  established  during  the  reign  of  liOuis  XIV.,  and  is 
composed  of  the  most  distinguished  philosophers,  literary  characters,  and 
artists  of  France,  and  corresponds  with  the  learned  of  every  nation.  ITiesc 
academies  have  acquired  great  reputation,  and  have  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  on  French  and  European  literature  and  science. 

II.  The  Athenaeum  of  Arts,  instituted  in  1792.  It  embraces  in  its  ob- 
jects every  literary  and  scientific  t5pic,  but  its  principal  object  is  the  en- 
courageme^nt  of  thearts  and  manufactures.  It  has  been  said  that  no  insti- 
tution has  more  benefitted  society,  or  acquired  a  higher  or  better  desenred 

*  reputation. 

It  is  divided  into  six  classes:  Literature  and  political  economy;  the 
pleasing, and  fine  arts;  mathematics  and  physics,  which  come  under  con- 
sideration on  difierent  appointed  days. 

III.  The  Athenaeum  of  Paris.  This  embraces  the  most  eminent  men  in 
every  department  of  science.  It  was  instituted  in  1784,  and  the  distin- 
guished and  learned  lecturers,  who  have  been  connected  with  it,  hare 
given  it  great  celebrity.  The  library,  the  cabinets  of  natural  history, 
mineralogy,  and  chemistry,  are  valuable.  It  is  supported  by  annual  sub- 
scriptions of  120  francs. 

IV.  The  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  National  Industry,  founded 
in  1802.  The  object  is  the  melioration  of  every  branch  of  French  in- 
dustry. It  is  formed  of  an  unlimited  number  of  members,  who  pay  an  an- 
nual subscription  of  36  francs.  Among  its  members  are  most  of  the  minis- 
ters oi  State,  many  public  functionaries,  the  first  men  of  property,  and 
many  of  the  most  celebrated  literary  characters.  It  publishes,  yearly,  a 
bulletin,  distributed  exclusively  to  the  members  of  the  society,  containing 
notices  of  improvements  made  in  France  and  foreign  countries.  The  so- 
ciety meets  semi-annually,  and  the  council,  who  manage  it,  once  a  fortnigfat. 
The  prizes  announced  for  1834  amounted  to  more  than  70,000  francs. 

V.  The  Royal  and  Central  Society  of  Agriculture,  established  1761. 
The  object  is  the  improvement  of  the  difierent  branches  of  rural  and  do- 
mestic economy.  It  is  the  central  point  of  correspondence  for  the  agricul- 
tural societies  of  the  kingdom.  There  are  40  ordinary,  24  free,  and  12 
foreign  associates,  with  an  unlimited  number  of  native  and  foreign  corres- 
pondents.    Meetings  are  held  twice  a  month.     The  King  is  the  patron. 

VI.  The  French  Society  of  Universal  Statistics,  founded  in  1829,  to 
aid  the  progress  of  statistics  and  the  development  of  every  branch  of  human 
knowledge.  It  is  composed  of  titular,  honorary,  and  corresponding  meoi- 
bers.  Titular  members  pay  300  francs,  or  30  francs  annually.  Honorary 
members  pay  150,  or  15  annually.  Corresponding  members  purchase  a 
diploma,  which  costs  25  francs.  The  society  publishes  a  monthly  journal, 
and  a  collection  of  memoirs,  which  are  distributed  gratuitously  to  the 
titular  and  honorary  members.  Prizes  of  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals 
are  distributed  annually  to  authors  of  works  entitled  to  distinction,  which 
are  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  society. 

VII.  The  Athenaeum  of  Foreigners,  formed  for  the  prosecution  oT  every 
branch  of  science  and  literature,  and  in  every  language. 

VIII.  The  Horticultural  Society,  established  in  1827,  ta promote  the  ina- 
provement  of  kitchen  and  pleasure  gardens,  the  cultivation  of  fruit  trees, 
plants^  and  vegetables,  destined  for  food,  roots  suceptible  of  employment  in 
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the  arts,  etc.    It  published  a  monthly  journal  distributed  gtatis  t6  mtembers/ 
The  annual  subscription  of  members  is  30  francs. 

9.  The  Cfeographical  Society.  This  consists  of  an  indefinite  number  of 
members  who  pay  25  francs  entry,  and  an  annual  subscription  of  36  francs. 
It  publishes  monthly  a  geographical  bulletin  gratis  to  members ;  and  a  col- 
lection of  memoirs,  which  they  may  procure  at  half  price,  all  aiming  at  the 
promotion  of  geographical  knowledge. 

•  10.  The  National  Education  Society.  This  society  is  engaged  in  the 
perfecting  every  branch  of  instruction,  and  meditates  a  complete  system  of 
national  public  education.  To  this  end  it  has  established  an  "ortho- 
mathique"  school.  Menibers  pay  26  francs  per  annum,  and  receive  gratis 
a  bulletin  and  journal  of  education. 

11.  The  Asiatic  Society,  for  the  encourasfement  of  the  Asiatic  languages. 
The  minimum  subscription  of  members  is  30  francs,  which  entitles  them  to 
a  copy  of  the  "  Journal  Asiaiique,"  published  every  month,  and  to  the 
privilege  of  purchasing,  at  cost  price,  the  works  printed  by  the  society. 

12.  The  Society  for  the  formation  and  improvement  of  Elementary 
Schools  in  France.  Subset  ijrtion  of  members  25  francs  per  annum,  and 
entitles  the  subscriber  to  receive  the  monthly  publications  of  the  society. 

13.  The  Royal  Academical  Society  of  Sciences.  Devoted  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  sciences,  arts,  and  literature,  and  embraces  many  of  the 
most  distinguished  literati  of  France. 

14.  The  Society  of  Belles  Lettres. 

15.  The  Society  of  the  Institution,  (fee.  <kc. 


Condbision, 

« 

Our  object  in  presenting  these  sketches  of  European  societies,  has  been 
to  show  how  much  talent  nnd  philanthropic  enterprise  are  employed  abroad, 
in  associated  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  literature,  science,  and  the 
arts ;  and  to  diffuse  among  all  classes  of  the  community  select  publications, 
adapted  to  the  popular  taste,  and  calculated  to  promote  the  highest  welfare 
of  men. 

If  in  England  such  societies  have  been  found  desirable,  and  such  results 
have  attended  their  labors,  surely  similar  ones  may  exert  a  most  valuable 
influence  in  a  country  like  ours,  where  intelligence  and  virtue  are  ac- 
knowledged, by  common  consent,  to  be  the  only  pillars  of  all  that  is  valua- 
ble  in  our  institutions. 

The  already  protracted  length  of  this  pamphlet  precludes  any  further 
notice  of  foreign  socities,  or  the  insertion  oi  statistics  relative  to  the  progress 
of  the  press  in  our  own  and  other  countries.  SufSce  it  to  say,  that  the 
unnnal  issues  of  the  English  press  average  about  twelve  hundred  volumes : 
those  of  the  French  and  German,  five  thousand  each.  In  ten  years  to 
come,  estimating  from  the  increase  during  ten  years  past,  there  will  be 
iasned  in  England,  France,  and  Germany,  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ifumsand  new  books. 

There  are  more  than  eighty  periodicals  in  Great  Britain,  devoted  to  all 
the  various  departments  oi  useful  human  knowledge.  Many  of  them  are 
conducted  with  great  ability.  The  number  also  in  France  and  Germany  is 
very  considerabte. 
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From  all  th^se  foreign  resources,  as  well  as  from  the  increasing  produc- 
tions of  American  talent,  the  committee  hope  to  bring  together,  and  to  issue 
in  the  most  attractive  and  substantial  manner,  whatever  may  subserve  the 
best  interests  of  society)  in  its  social,  intellex^tual,  and  moral  relations. 

The  details  of  the  proposed  plan  of  operations  are  necessarily  left  to  be 
determined  as  the  enterprise  proceeds.  The  course  pursuecTby  the  societies 
which  have  been  described  suggests  many  things  Which  may  properly  en- 
gage the  attention  of  this. 

The  first  great  object  of  the  society,  is  the  publication  of  a  library  for  the 
schools  of  our  country,  designed  to  embrace,  when  completed,  a  few  hun- 
dred volumes,  written  and  compiled  with  special  reference  to  the  wants  of 
the  youth  of  our  country.  It  will  include  in  the  range  of  its  subjects  works 
in  the  various  departments  of  knowledge,  most  interesting  and  useful  to 
f  the  great  body  of  the  people  ;  including  history,  voyages,  and  travels,  biog- 

raphy, natural  history,  the  physical,  intellectual,  moral,  and  political  scieoceSf 
agriculture,  manufactures,  arts,  commerce,  the  belles  lettres,  and  the  history 
and  philosophy  of  education ;  the  whole  to  be  prepared  with  a  view  to  the 
different  ages,  tastes,  circumstances,  and  capacities  of  readers.  The  com- 
mittee have  already  adopted  and  published  under  their  sanction  a  library 
of  fifty  volumes,  selected  with  much  care  from  existing  publications,  to 
meet  the  immediate  wants  of  our  schools,  while  they  go  on  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble to  complete  the  plan  aimounced  in  their  published  prospectus.  They 
present  to  the  country  the  first  fifty  volumes,  chiefly  standard  works  of 
permanent  interest  and  value,  which  have  already  received  extensively  the 
public  approbation  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  as  the  commencement  of 
tlie  series,  to  be  extended  from  time  to  time,  until  it  shall  comprise  a  well- 
selected  and  comprehensive  library  of  useful  knowledge,  worthy  of  a  {rface 
in  every  school-room  of  our  cpuntry. 

It  will  be  the  greatest  care  of  the  committee  that  the  whole  be  pervaded 
and  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  morality,  calculated  to  refine  and 
elevate  the  moral  character  of  our  nation. 

The  committee  are  pow  making  arrangments  with  authors  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  preparation  of  various  works  adapted  to 
the  purposes  of  the  society. 

A  library  for  mechanics,  another  for  farmers,  one  for  seamen,  one  for 
children,  &c.  &c.,  will  engage  attention  so  soou  as  they  can  be  advantage- 
ously commenced.  Some  of  the  proposed  works  it  is  intended  to  cany 
through  the  press  as  speedily  as  they  can  be  prepared. 

It  is  expected  also  that  the  society  will  take  measures  to  obtain  from 
England  and  France  such  facilities  as  can  be  commanded  there,  for  the 
efficient  prosecution  of  the  objects  in  view,  by  correspondence  with  authois, 
publishers,  and  publishing  institutions ;  by  importing  books,  stereotype 
casts,  cuts,  engravings,  &c.;  and  availing  itself  of  all  the  advantages  which 
can  be  derived  from  that  quarter,  in  carrying  forward  its  designs. 

The  executive  committee  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  American 
philanthropists  to  this  subject,  and  solicit  their  aid  and  co-operation  io  the 
great  work  proposed.  They  believe  that  the  magnitude  and  importance  (rf 
this  undertaking  justify  the  expectation  that  an  enlightened  and  benevotent 
community  will  cheerfully  furnish  the  necessary  fUnds  to  prosecute  the 
enterprise. 

The  committee  earnestly  solicit  that  consideration  of  the  subject  whick 
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its  importance  deserves,  and  will  gladly  receive  from  the  reader  of  this 
prospectus  such  aid  as  he  may  be  willing  to  render. 
By  order  of  the  executive  committee. 

JAMES  BROWN,  Chairman. 
TIMOTHY  R.  GREKN,  Secretary. 
GoRHAM  D.  AsBOTTy  Secretary. 
New  York,  February,  1839. 


PROSPECTUS  ^ 

OP 

THE  AMERICAN  LIBRARY  FOR  SCHOOLS  AND  FAMILIES. 

The  American  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  proposed, 
from  the  commencement,  to  devote  very  early  attention  to  the  publication 
of  a  series  of  works,  on  the  more  important  branches  of  popular  know- 
ledge, to  be  prepared  and  issued  in  a  style  and  manner  suited  to  the  pur- 
poses of  a  school  library.  The  primary  object  was,  to  have  them  placed 
as  extensively  as  possible  in  the  common  schools  of  the  country,  that  they 
may  be  loaned  to  the  children,  and  circulated  through  them  among  all  the 
families  of  the  districts.  Some  of  the  considerations  which  have  led  the 
society  to  attach  special  importance  to  this  plan,  are  the  following: 

1.  The  social  circulating  library  is,  unquestionably,  the  most  economical 
and  efficient  mode  of  supplying  the  means  of  knowledge  to  the  large  mass 
of  young  persons  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty,  in  the  common 
school  districts,  throughout  the  country,  now  almost  wholly  unprovided 
with  boolcs  of  general* information. 

2.  This  class  of  persons  are  at  a  period  of  life,  in  which  the  means  of 
knowledge  are  of  the  highest  interest  and  value.  In  youth,  the  powers  of 
the  mind  are  all  in  active  exercise.  Curiosity  is  awake  ;  memory  is  faith- 
ful ;  the  attention,  not  yet  distracted  by  the  engrossing  cares  of  active  life, 
gives  itself  wholly  to  its  work.  There  is  an  ardor  in  the  thirst  for  know- 
ledge, which  shows  itself  in  the  intense  eagerness  to  hear  and  know;  and 
many  would  seek  constant  gratification  from  books,  if  books  could  be  ob- 
tained of  a  character  adapted  to  their  taste  and  age.  This  period  is  thd 
best  time  in  life  for  storing  the  mind  with  knowledge,  and  almost  the  only 
time  to  acquire  a  taste  for  its  attainment  in  future  years. 

3.  Such  a  library  will  be  the  means  of  great  advantage  and  improve- 
ment to  the  schools  with  which  they  are  connected.  It  will,  in  fact,  add  a 
new  department  to  the  system  of  education,  the  influence  of  which  will 
extend  to  the  whole  population.  It  will  concentrate  interest  in  the  schools, 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  the  teacher's  instruction  and  influence,  elevate  his 
employment  and  office,  connecting  pleasant  associations  with  it  in  the  minds 
of  the  scholars  and  in  the  famihes  to  which  they  belong.  It  will  raise  the 
tone  of  literary  interest  and  ambition  among  pupils,  and  relieve  the  dull 
routine  of  mere  elementary  instruction,  by  the  pleasures  of  entertaining 
and  useful  knowledge.  It  will  be  a  kind  of  connecting  link,  to  unite  the 
school  with  society  around,  and  will  naturally  form  the  nucleus  of  an  ex- 
tended popular  library,  which,  by  subsequent  yearly  additions,  will  coataiw 
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the  materials  for  a  general  acquaintance  with  all  subjects  of  interest  and 
benefit  to  the  community. 

4.  It  seems  necessary,  in  order  to  carry  out  and  complete  the  work  of 
school  education,  to  provide  some  such  supply  of  the  means  of  reading. 
The  elementary  branches  taught  in  the  classes,  are  rather  the  instruments 
by  which  knowledge  is  to  be  acquired,  than  the  acquisition  itself.  They 
constitute  the  preliminary  training  of  the'  mind,  and  when  this  is  in  some 
good  degree  accomplished,  how  important  that  the  pupil  should  have  op- 
portunity to  employ  his  powers  in  exploring  the  field  of  knowledge.  The 
school  teaches  the  boy  to  read,  and  gives  him  some  elementary  knowledge 
of  various  kinds  which  enables  him  to  understand  books.  When  this  is 
acquired,  we  must  give  him  the  books,  or  our  work  is  incomplete. 

6.  Such  a  library  of  simple,  interesting,  and  instructive  works,  would 
exert  a  vast  influence  in  preserving  the  morals  of  the  community.  An 
entertaining  book  is  one  of  the  strongest  keepers  a  child  can  have.  Its 
chain  is  invisible,  and  it  neither  chafes  nor  annoys  the  wearer.  But  it  is 
more  eflfectual  than  almost  any  other  restraint.  How  many  hours  wonld 
such  libraries  rescue  from  idleness  ;  from  wicked  conversation  ;  from  open 
dissipation  and  vice  ?  how  many  from  noisy  brawls  and  savage  fights? 
And  this,  too,  just  in  the  most  important  crisis ;  for,  if  a  young  man's  cha- 
racter is  saved  till  he  is  twenty-one,  it  is  in  general  saved  for  lite.  This 
plan  also,  by  providing  a  source  of  enjoyment  and  improvement  for  all  the 
members  of  a  family  at  home,  will  strengthen  the  domestic  relations  and 
tend  to  revive  and  restore  the  love  of  domestic  pursuits  and  pleasures. 
The  experience  of  ages  shows  that  mankind  can  exist  safely  and  in  happi- 
ness, only  in  the  form  of  a  vast  congeries  of  families;  and  the  more  we 
can  strengthen  the  love  of  Itomej  and  bring  means  of  improvement  and  hap- 
piness to  every  man's  fireside,  and  keep  the  inmates  of  the  household  at 
home,  the  better  for  the  virtue  and  solid  happiness  of  the  community. 

6.  It  will  be  a  very  efiectual  mode  of  supplying  the  population  generally 
with  the  means  of  knowledge.  Through  the  scholars,  the  books  will  find 
their  way,  in  constant  rotation,  to  all  the  families  around  ;  and  many  cir- 
cumstances will  conspire  to  cause  them  to  be  extensively  read  by  the  adnlt 
population.  Parents  are  always  specially  interested  m  their  children^ 
pursuits,  and  often  like  to  read  themselves  what  their  children  are  reading. 
And  the  interesting  nature  of  the  subjects,  the  simplicity  and  directness  of 
the  style,  and  the  practical  utility  which  will  every  where  be  aimed  at,  will 
fit  these  works  peculiarly  to  the  wants  of  a  layge  class  of  our  tx>pulatioQ 
too  much  engrossed  with  cares,  or  wearied  with  the  toils  of  life,  or  of  too 
little  mental  cultivation  to  engage  in  more  extended  studies. 

7.  The  plan  is  a  very  economical  one.  The  amount  of  useful  result  is 
very  large,  when  compared  with  the  expenditure.  A  book  sold  to  an  m&- 
vidual  is  commonly  read  but  by  few,  and  is  then  laid  aside  idle  and  usetess. 
These  books,  on  the  contrary,  will  circulate  continually,  and  be  used  bjr 
new  readers  in  succession,  till  worn  out.  An  edition  of  1,000  copies,  in 
the  ordinary  way,  will  reach  perhaps  5.000  or  10,000  minds.  But  on  this 
plan,  circulating  among  the  families  of  a  thousand  districts,  they  will  have  op- 
portunity to  reach  several  hundred  tkousandminds.  Indeed,  if  it  were  desired 
to  make  known  an  arrative  of  facts,  as  extensively  as  possible,  to  the  mass  of 
a  community,  what  cheaper  or  better  mode  could  be  devised,  than  to  place 
a  copy  in  every  school  to  be  loaned  to  the  scholars  in  rotation  ?  A  sotf 
not  exceeding  the  ordinary  endowment  of  a  professsondiip  in  one  of  our  ool- 
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leges  will  found  such  a  national  library,  and  enable  the  society  to  per- 
petuate its  blessings  indefinitely  amongthe  rising  generation  in:  our  country. 
Tens  of  thousancU,  in  our  day,  hundreds  of  thousands,  millions,  yet  unborn, 
would  have  their  minds  expanded,  and  their  characters  formed,  under  its 
benignant  influence.  Such  a  library  placed  in  every  school  in  our  country, 
would  seem  to  be  one  of  the  most  effectual  and  desirable  measures  for  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  the  improvement  of  society  that  could 
possibly  be  devised.  Its  benefits  would  be  incalculable.  It  seems  to  the 
committee,  that  if  the  founders  of  such  Ubrjiries  as  the  Bodleian,  the 
Harleian,  and  the  Cottonian  in  England,  had  devoted  one-half  their  munifi- 
cent endowments  in  establishing  a  suitable  library  for  the  coounon  people, 
with  the  means  of  giving  it  universal  circulation  among  the  towns  anrd 
villages  of  our  mother  country,  they  would  have  accompushed  incompar- 
ably more  for  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  their  countrymen  and  of 
the  human  race,  than  they  have  now  aone,  by  their  princely  gifts  in  the 
repuWic  of  letters. 

And  they  cannot  but  express  the  hope  that  the  immense  importance  of 
such  k  benefaction  may  attract  the  attention  of  the  opulent  in  our  country, 
and  that  patriotic  individuals  may  be  found  willing  to  give  their  influence 
and  a  portion  of  their  property  to  the  great  work  of  difliising  among  all 
classes  of  their  countrymen,  and  through  many  future  generations,  the 
elements  of  a  sound  and  wholesome  literature. 

SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  PROPOSED  LIBRARY. 

s. 

I.    HISTORY. 


Ancient. 
Modern. 


American. 
United  States. 


II.    VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS. 


Europe. 

Asia. 

Africa. 


Ancient. 
Modern. 


America. 
Polynesia. 


III.   BidGRAPHY. 

American. 
Self-made  men. 


IV.    NATURAL  HISTORY. 


Geology. 

Mineralogy. 

Botany. 


Astronomy. 
Geography. 
Meteorology. 
Mechanics. 


Zoology. 
Anthropology. 
Anatomy  and  physiology. 


V.    PHYSICAL    SCIENCE. 


Statics  and  dynamics. 
Hydrostatics. 
Hydrodynamics. 
Hydraulics. 
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Pneumatics. 
Optics  and  acoustics. 
Light  and  heat. 
Electricity. 


Psychology. 
Ontology. 


Galvanism. 
Magnetism. 
Chemistry. 
Hygiene. 


VI.    INTELLECTUAL  SCIENCE. 


History  of  philosophy. 
Logic. 


VII.  MORAL  SCIENCE. 


Natural  Religion. 
Evidences  of  Christianity. 


Principles  of  morals. 
Ethics. 


VIII.    POLITICAL  SCIENCE. 


Natural  law. 
Law  of  nations. 
Government. 
Civil  and  criminal  law. 
Manual  of  jurisprudence. 
Political  economy. 
Production  and  consumption. 
Rights  of  industry. 
Rights  of  capital. 
Finance  and  banking. 


American  GovernmenL 

Political  economy  for    the  indostri 

ous  classes. 
Patents. 
War. 

Intemperance. 
Gambling,  lotteries. 
Prisons,  penitentiaries. 
Frauds. 
Empiricism. 


IX.    AGRICULTURE. 


Soil,  its  varieties  and  culture. 
The  vegetable  kingdom. 
Timber  and  wood. 
Vegetables  for  the  food  of  man. 
Vegetables  for  the  food  of  animals. 
Orcharding. 
Horticulture. 
Vegetable  physiology. 
Chemical  functions  of  vegetables. 


Management  of  live  stock. 
The  horse,  cattle,  sheep,  poultry. 
The  honey-bee  and  silk-worm. 
Animal  mechanics. 
Chemical  functions  of  animals. 
Agricultural  economy. 
Household  economy. 
The  dairy. 


X.    MANUFACTURES. 


Materials  and  Processes. 


Results  of  machinery. 


XI.   ARTS. 


General  Technology. 
Application  of  science  to  the  arts. 
Fine  and  ornamental  arts. 
Useful  mechanic  arts. 
Architecture  and  building. 
Road  and  bridge  making. 
Carriages. 


Steam  engine,  and  its  application. 

Railroad  and  canal. 

Surveying. 

Engineering. 

Millwork. 

Horology. 

Scientific  instruments  and  apparata* 
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XII.    COMMERCE. 


Its  history.  Navigation. 

Articles  of  commerce.  Effects  upon  society. 


Xlir.    BELLES  LETTRES. 


General  philology.  Standard  works  in 

History  of  literature.  Ancient  and  modern  literature. 

XIV.    EDUCATION. 

History  of  education.  In  France. 

Universities  of  Europe.  In  Prussia. 

System  of  general  education.  In  the  United  States. 

In  England.  Philosophy  of  education. 

In  Scotland.  Improvements  of  the  system. 

CHARACTER  AND  DESIGN  OP  THE  WORKS. 

The  hbrary  is  intended  to  consist,  in  the  outset,  of  fifty  volumes,  to  be 
increased  from  time  to  time  as  circumstances  may  require,  until  each  school 
is  furnished  with  perhaps  two  hundred  volumes,  comprising  the  foregoing 
classes  of  works : 

1.  History^  ancient  and  modern.  The  whole  to  contain  a  condensed 
but  lively  and  spirited  view  of  the  history  of  the  world ;  its  settlement ; 
the  distribution  of  its  inhabitants ;  the  families  of  nations,  and  of  languages  : 
the  rise  and  fall  of  empires ;  the  present  great  powers  ot  the  earth,  and 
their  connexion  with  the  past. 

2.  Voyages  and  travel,  to  be  compiled  from  the  works  of  the  most 
celebrated  travellers :  Anson,  Cook,  Kotzebue,  Humboldt,  Drake,  Chateau- 
briand, Bruce,  Park,  Saussure,  Peyrouse,  Vancouver,  Parry,  Franklin,  &c. 
The  whole  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  bring  all  parts  of  the  world  before  the 
reader,  and  to  convey  a  general  but  accurate  idea  of  the  various  regions  of 
the  earth  as  they  present  themselves  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  and  pre- 
pared in  such  a  way  as  to  impart  as  much  information  as  possible  in  respect 
to  the  history,  geography,  and  manners  and  customs  of  the  countries  visited. 

3.  Biography,  The  lives  of  great  and  good  men  who  have  acted  a 
conspicuous  part  on  the  great  theatre  of  this  world;  and  especially  the 
lives  of  those  from  whose  history  good  moral  lessons  may  be  drawn  :  Co- 
lumbus, Washington,  Franklin,  Jay,  Bacon,  Newton,  Howard,  <fcc. 

4.  Natural  science^  in  its  various  departments,  with  a  view  to  impart  a 
general  but  systematic  acquaintance  with  objects  of  interest  and  utility  in 
the  three  great  kingdoms  of  nature. 

5.  Intellectual  and  moral  philosophy^  exhibitincr  just  views  of  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  constitution  of  man,  the  grounds  of  human  obligations, 
and  the  nature  and  claims  of  duty. 

6.  Political  philosophy^  presenting  the  nature  and  objects  of  government 
and  law]  the  principles  of  civil  polity  and  political  economy ;  the  rights 
and  duties  of  citizens  ;  and  various  subjects  of  general  interest,  afieciiiig 
the  welfare  of  society. 
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7.  Affriciiltiire.  To  consist  of  a  series  of  voUimes  on  the  natuie  and 
properiies  of  soils;  the  products  of  the  vegetable  kingdom;  the  culiuTe 
and  use  of  nil  trees,  plants,  and  vegetables,  usually  cultivated  for  food  or 
profit ;  on  the  history,  nature,  and  mana^ment  of  the  different  domestic 
animals  and  their  productions  ;  in  short,  on  all  subjects  Connected  with  the 
pursuits  of  husbandry,  desijned  to  furnish  the  sons  of  the  farmer  in  a  couniry 
destined  to  such  high  agricultural  interests  as  ours,  the  best  facihiies  Tor 
acquiring  all  necessary  and  desirable  knowledge  connected  with  theit 
employments,  their  interests,  and  their  happiness.  - 

8.  Manufactures  and  the  arts.  A  series  on  the  various  substances  used  in 
manufactures  and  in  the  arts ;  on  the  application  of  science  to  the  commoa 
purposes  of  lite ;  with  descriptions  of  processes,  inventions,  machinery,  and 
its  results,  calculated  to  be  useful  to  the  artisan,  and  interesting  to  every 
intelligent  mind. 

9.  Commerce.  Its  history  and  progress.  Articles  of  commerce.  Dis- 
tribution and  consumption.  The  nature  of  value,  illustrating  the  prindpls 
of  traffic  and  the  ofGce  of  the  merchant. 

10.  Literature  and  Education.  Comprisinga  collection  of  standard  works, 
in  English  classics,  with  which  every  lamily  should  be  acquainted.  Worts 
on  education,  giving  its  history,  its  progress  and  prospects,  the  philomphy 
of  its  principles,  in  a  way  calculated  to  extend  and  deepen  the  interesia 
universal  education. 

It  will  be  the  object  of  the  society  to  embrace  in  the  range  of  the  publia- 
tions  ell  subjects  of  general  interest  and  utility,  and  their  greatest  carcttul 
the  whole  be  pervaded  end  characterized  by  such  a  spirit  of  Christain  b»- 
rality  as  ehall  fit  it  to  refine  atid  elevate  the  moral  character  of  our  nation. 

The  volumes  are  designed  to  be  of  about  250  pp.  ISmo. ;  to  be  boned  Id 
a  uniform  and  very  thorough  manner,  and  boxed  in  sots,  so  as  to  be 
bought,  sold,  and  transported  with  the  convenience  and  safety  of  bales  of 
merchandise ;  and  the  box  to  be  so  constructed  as  to  answer  the  purposes 
of  a  case,  when  it  reaches  its  final  resting  place  in  the  school  room. 


*'  '^V ^^  ^^'  ^  perceived,  a  flat  box,  two  feet  long,  one  fool  wide,  and 
SIX  inches  deep,  divided  by  partitions  which  become,  shelves  when  thobor 
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is  placed  upright,  into  four  compartments.    The  cover  i§  to  l)e  attached  by 

hinges  so  as  to  become  a  door  when  the  box  is  opened. 

.i 

EXECUTION  OP  TEIE  PLAN. 

All  the  arrangements  for  carrying  the  design  into  execution,  are  in  a 
state  of  forwardness,  so  far  as  they  can  be,  before  the  necessary  funds  are 
secured.  It  is  estimated  that  $15,000  are  required  to  manufacture  the  stere- 
otype plates  lor  50  volumes.  If  this  sum  were  furnished,  the  library  would 
be  at  once  completely  and  permanently  endowed,  as  arrangements  can  be 
made  with  pu Wishers,  if  the  plates  are  furnished,  to  supply  the  market  fully 
and  constantly,  and  defray  all  the  exj^enses  of  manufacture  and  copyright 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  (he  sales.  Should,  therefore,  any  benevolent  indi- 
vidual, or  the  community,  place  in  the  hands  of  the  society  the  means  to 
procure  these  plates,  the  perpetual  supply  of  the  books,  at  the  cost  of  $20 
for  the  fifty  volumes,  with  their  case,  would  be  at  once  secured. 

The  society  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  to  lay  these  suggestions  before 
the  community,,  and  they  solicit  from  any  individuals  who  may  be  interested 
in  the  subject  a  reply  to  this  communication,  offering  either  suggestions  in 
respect  to  the  general  interests  of  the  plan,  or  proposals  for  furnishing  par- 
ticular books,  or  aid  in  raising  the  necessary  funds. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  society,  the  annual  payment  of  $5,  or  more, 
constitutes  an  individual  a  member  ;  of  $100,  within  any  one  year,  a  life 
member ;  of  $500,  a  life  director  ;  and  of  $1,000,  within  the  same  period, 
a  life  director,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  executive  committee. 
Members  of  the  society  are  also  to  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  purchas- 
ing publications  at  a  reduced  price.  Life  members  and  life  directors  will  be 
entitled  to  receive  five  per  cent,  annually  on  the  amount  of  their  payments, 
in  pubHcations,  if  ap])lied  for  within  the  year. 

Any  individuals  disposed,  in  either  of  the  above  ways,  to  aid  the  objects 
of  the  institution,  are  earnestly  and  respectfully  solicited  to  do  so,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  through  the  treasurer,  A.  P.  Halsey,  Esq.,  cashier  of  the  New 
York  Bank,  to  whom  all  communications  relative  to  financial  concerns 
may  be  addressed. 

Any  school  or  family,  any  lyceum,  or  other  institution,  disposed  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  library,  or  any  individuals  willing  to  undertake  to  supply  the 
schools  in  a  town  or  county,  are  requested  to  signify  the  same  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  number  of  copies  desired. 

Editors  of  newspapers  and  other  periodicals,  friendly  to  the  interests  of 
education  and  the  universal  difi'usion  of  knowledge,  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  this  prospectus  an  insertion,  and  to  co-operate  with  the 
committee  in  bringing  this  important  object  before  the  community,  and  se- 
curing its  accomplishment. 

In  behalf  of  the  executive  committee, 

LEONARD  BACON, 


GoRHAM  D.  Abbott,  Secretary. 
New-York,  October  12,  1837. 


THOMAS  COCK, 
TIMOTHY  R.  GREEN, 

Sub-Committee. 


\ 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  CIRCULAR. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  addressed  to  gentlemen  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  by  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
constitution  for  an  American  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Know- 


ledge. 


"  Sir  :  A  meeting  of  citizens  has  recently  been  held  in  this  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  present  condition  of  the  American  press;  the 
prospects  of  our  country,  as  likely  to  be  affected  by  its  influence ;  andtte 
practicability  and  expediency  of  estaltlishing  a  national  institution,  on  an 
extended  scale,  for  the  diffussion  of  knowledge,  in  connexion  with  pore 
and  salutary  principles,  similar  in  its  structure  and  desi^  to  European 
societies  for  the  same  purpose.  A  committee  was  appointed  at  that  meeting 
to  draught  a  constitution  for  such  a  society,  and  to  take  measures  to  secure 
extensively  the  union  and  systematic  co-operation  of  wise  and  good  men 
in  every  section  of  our  country,  in  furtherance  of  the  principles  and  objects 
it  is  designed  to  promote.  As  that  committee,  we  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing you,  respectfully  inviting  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  your 
counsel  and  aid  in  the  great  work  proposed. 

"  It  is  universally  acknowledged  that  the  press  is  the  most  powerful  agent 
now  acting  on  the  human  mind.  That  our  country  is  to  be  a  field  when 
its  power  will  be  preeminently  exerted,  is  equally  clear.  The  extensTC 
circulation  of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  other  publications  of  every  des- 
cription, is  creating  among  our  population  a  general  habit  of  reading 
hitherto  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  nations ;  and  it  inevitably  follows, 
that  individual  and  national  character  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  formed  bf 
the  kind  of  publications  which  gain  the  most  general  circulation  among  ns; 
and  that,  consequently,  the  destinies  of  our  country,  and  its  influence  ob 
other  nations,  will  very  much  depend  on  the  direction  which  may  now  be 
given  to  the  press. 

"  The  principle  adopted  by  the  committee  is  that  the  universal  diffusion 
of  knowledge,  imbuea  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  is  indispensable  far 
bringing  any  people  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  best  civil  and  social  iosa- 
tutions,  and  that  in  a  country  whose  institutions  depend  for  their  prosperity 
and  stability,  not  on  the  arm  of  power,  but  solely  on  the  elevating  an* 
conservative  influence  of  a  pure,  enlightened,  and  well  regulated  public 
mind,  where  the  voice  of  the  people  is  supreme  law^  the  importaDcerf 
difHising  information  connected  with  sound  and  virtuous  principles  cannot 
be  overrated.  Intelligence  and  Christian  principle  constitute  the  palladium 
of  American  liberty. 

"Among  the  incidental  advantages  that  may  be  expected  to  follow  fro© 
the  labors  of  this  society,  will  be  the  increased  attention  it  will  naturaUv 
excite  towards  the  cause  of  education.  Already  a  deep  interest  througboet 
our  land,  in  the  subject  of  universal  education,  basea  upon  the  principle 
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of  the  Bible,  has  begun  to  appear,  and  the  importance  of  a  more  liberal 
and  expansive  provision  for  the  wants  of  our  rising  population  is  impera- 
tively lelt.  The  mass  of  uncultivated  mind  rising  up  among  us,  of  foreign 
as  well  as  of  native  origin,  indicates  the  necessity  of  some  more  adequate 
system  for  the  mental  and  moral  improvement  of  the  community. 

"It  is  kno\^n  that  a  large  proportion  of  our  juvenile  population  is  coming 
forward  with  the  rapidity  of  time,  to  exercise  the  rights  and  perform  the 
duties  of  American  citizens,  without  any  adequate  culture  either  of  mind 
or  heart.  With  multitudes  of  such  character  about  to  exert  their  influence 
on  the  state  of  society,  what  can  be  expected,  but  that  they  will  fill  our 
cities  and  villages  with  crime,  and  our  whole  land  with  the  evils  and  the 
sorrows  attending  an  ignorant,  vicious,  and  unprincipled  population  ? 

"  In  some  other  countries,  less  iavored  than  ours,  may  be  found  a  far  more 
liberal  and  generous  provision  lor  the  instruction  of  the  people  than  exists 
among  us,  if  we  take  into  view  the  whole  extent  of  our  territory  and  the 
aggregate  of  our  population  ;  and  the  committee  feel  convinced,  that  the 
moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  people,  even  in  the  most  favored 
portions  ot  our  land,  is  below  the  standard  which  is  requisite  for  the  per- 
manent prosperity  of  our  republican  institutions.  To  extend,  therefore,  the 
means  of  difiusing  widely  amon^  our  people  useful  knowledge^  the  com- 
mittee cannot^ut  regard  as  an  imperious  duty  devolving  on  every  good 
citizen,  as  a  patriot,  philanthropist,  and  Christian. 

"  In  view  of  such  considerations,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a  national 
ifistitution  on  the  plan  developed  in  the  subjoined  constitution,  to  which 
the  committee  particularly  invite  your  attention.  They  also  solicit  your 
views  of  the  principles  it  involves ;  your  opinion  of  the  probable  reception, 
by  the  community  at  large,  of  publications  to  be  issued  under  such  sanc- 
tions ;  and  of  the  sympathy  and  co  operation,  both  of  a  literary  and  pecu- 
niary nature,  in  your  district  of  country,  which  such  an  enterprise  may  be 
likely  to  secure.'' 


REPLIES. 

« 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  replies  received  by  the  committee : 

From  his  excellency  Governor  Vroom,  Somerville,  N.  J. 

I  have  long  thought  such  an  institution  was  greatly  needed ;  and,  if  I 
can  judge  rightly  of  the  moral  tendency  of  those  agents  which  are  now 
operating  most  strongly  in  the  formation  of  character  in  our  country,  I 
should  say  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  The  influence  of  the  press  is  be- 
coming very  powerful — especially  the  periodical  press.  And  we  cannot 
but  be  sensible,  that  in  too  many  instances  it  is  prostituted  to  the  basest 
purposes.  Periodical  productions,  whether  they  be  books,  magazines,  or 
newspapers,  which  circulate  mo^t  extensively  among  the  least  informed 
classes  of  society,  will  necessarily  accomplish  much  for  good  or  for  evil. 
And  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  among  them,  there  are  so  many  of  a 
decidedly  irreligious  and  immoral  character.  These  are  read  by  the  young, 
the  inexperienced,  and  the  ignorant.  They  almost  strip  vice  of  its  deform- 
ity and  crime  of  guilt.  Skepticism  and  infidelity  are  encouraged,  if  not 
openly  inculcated,  and  every  ligament  of  moral  principle  unloosed. 
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How  shall  this  crying  evil  be  met  ?  The  press  must  not  be  mnzzJei 
Freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  and  the  liberty  of  the  press,  are  among 
our  most  sacred  inheritances,  and  they  cannot  be  abridged;  I  see  no  otb» 
way  than  for  truth  and  virtue  and  religion  to  makii  use  of  the  same  mighty 
engine,  and  to  wield  it  with  all  the  energy  and  force  they  can  commani 
The  antidote  must  quickly  tollow,  if  it  do  not  accompany  oi  precede  the 
poison.  The  friends  of  order  must  act  in  concErt,  and  under  a  deep  sense 
of  the  responsibilities  that  rest  upon  them. 

I  rejoice  that  action  has  conmienced  on  this  important  subject,  and 
upon  a  scale  so  broad  and  liberal  as  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  all  good 
men.  I  will  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  its  success ;  for  I  think  there  is  enou^ 
of  soundness  and  intelligence  in  public  sentiment  to  sustain  it,  and  sustain 
it  well. 

How  the  objects  of  the  association  may  be  ujiost  effectually  promoted  and 
attained,  is  a  matter  on  which  there  may  be  an  honest  difference  of  opinion. 
Without  goin^  into  detail,  I  would  give  it  as  my  judgment,  that  tbepres 
should  be  mac^  subservient  to  the  best  interests  of  all  ranks  in  society,  as 
far  as  practicable.  A  purifying  process  is  needed  throughout  There  is 
too  much  corruption  in  the  popular  literature  of  the  day,  even  of  thehigber 
order.  A  pure  standard  should  be  raised,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
render  it  attractive.  In  literature  of  a  lower  grade,  there  is  much  to  con- 
demn, and  something  to  approve.  What  is  good  should  be  cherished, and 
strong  efforts  should  be  made  through  the  medium  of  very  cheap,  popular, 
and  well  executed  publications,  to  counteract  what  is  bad,  and  reform  pub- 
lic taste  and  sentiment. 

Whatever  form  or  shape  the  publications  are  made  to  assume,  I  deem  it 
indispensable  that  they  should  all  rest  on  the  broad  basis  of  the  Bible. 
Among  a  Christian  people,  no  system  of  education  or  instruction  should  be 
countenanced  that  is  not  founded  on  the  great  principles  of  the  Christian 
religion.  They  are  essential  to  the  preservation  of  morality,  order,  and 
good  government    Civil  liberty  has  no  security  without  them. 


From  his  txcelleney  Governor  Everett^  Charlestown^  Massachusetts- 

The  principles  set  forth  in  the  circular  have  my  full  concurrence.  The 
evils  alluded  to  have  long  been  felt  and  witnessed  by  me,  with  serioos 
apprehension  ;  and  could  the  proposed  remedy  be  applied  with  spirit  and 
concert,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it  would  be  effectual. 


Prom  his  exceUeiicy  LieuU  Gov,  Robertson^  Richmond^  Virginia. 

*  *  *  It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  press  in  any  light  less  ina- 
posing  than  that  in  which  you  exhibit  it.  It  is,  indeed,  as  it  exists  in  this 
country,  with  no  preventive,  and  scarce  adequate  corrective  checks,  the 
master-power  that  is  to  impress  finally  and  rapidly  beyond  any  other  influ- 
ence, a  permanent  character  on  the*  people  of  the  United  States,  whether 
as  individuals  or  a  nation  ;  and,  through  them,  on  all  our  institutions,  po- 
litical, social,  and  religious.    According  to  the  direction  that  shall  be  given 
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to  it,  we  shall  be  a  wise,  virtuous,  happy,  and  United  people,  or  a  prey  to 
jealousies  and  dissensions,  carrying  disquiet  and  apprehension  to  the  bosom 
of  every  citizen,  and  entailing,  ultimately,  degradation  and  wretchedness  on 
the  whole  country.  It  is,  then,  most  worthy  the  wise  and  good  to  unite 
their  efforts,  and  put  forth  all  their  strength,  to  direct  this  great  engine  to 
beneficent  ends ;  to  give  all  possible  efficiency  and  expansion  to  its  power 
to  do  ffood,  and  interpose  ft  very  practicable  check  to  its  capacity  for  evil. 
No  mode  mor6  likely  to  effect  this  noble  object  seems  to  have  presented 
itself  to  the  reflections  of  the  philanthropist  here  or  in  Europe,  than  the 
one  which  you,  gentlemen,  have  the  honor  first  to  have  projected  in  the 
new  world,  and  which  you  now  submit  to  public  acceptance.  For  one,  I  hail 
the  projected  experiment  with  the  greatest  cordiality,  and  shall  watch  its 
progress  with  the  most  fervent  aspirations  for  its  signal  success.  I  cannot 
doubt  but  that  similar  aspirations  will  accompany  the  incipient  institution 
among  all  who  love  their  country,  or  love  their  kind,  throughout  the  wide 
limits  of  the  republic.  In  this  district  of  country,  the  friends  of  useful 
knowledge  and  of  a  pure  morality  will,  I  am  sure,  ffive  cordial  welcome 
and  support  to  a  society  proposing  to  itself  the  accomplishment  of  the  great 
object  which  they,  too,  have  so  much  at  heart — the  enlightning  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  and  the  amelioration  of  public  morals. 

Please  to  enrol  me  as  a  life  member.    On  the  organization  of  the  society 
the  proper  officer  may  draw  on  me  for  the  amount  of  my  subscription. 


From  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen^  Newark^  New  Jersey. 

I  regard  the  plan  as  one  of  the  happiest  promise.  The  demand  for  such 
a  moral  agency  is  urgent  indeed :  and  I  rejoice  that  this  movement  has 
been  made,  to  meet  a  crisis  in  our  country  full  of  interest  and  danger. 
The  principle  adopted  by  the  committee,  that  the  universal  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  is  indispensable  for  the 
full  enjoyment  of  the  best  civil  and  social  institutions,  must  conunend  itself 
to  every  mind,  that  has  in  any  degree  reflected  on  our  condition  and  pros- 
pects. As  to  the  probable  reception  of  publications  to  be  issued  under  the 
sanction  of  the  proposed  society,  I  cannot  doubt  that  this  district  of  country 
will  generally  ^ive  them  a  cordial  welcome,  and  cheerfully  aid  in  sustain- 
ing the  enterprise. 


From  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

For  myself,  I  hesitate  not  a  moment  to  give  my  unqualified  approbation 
of  your  proposal,  and  of  the  plan  set  forth  in  the  constitution  of  the  society. 
To  me  it  appears  that  you  have  chosen  the  most  solid  materials  for  the 
basis  of  the  proposed  edifice,  and  columns  of  the  highest  order  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  superstructure.  If  it  receive  merited  patronage,  it  bids  fair  to 
be  a  fabric  of  national  utility  and  glory,  and  of  a  permanency  coeval  with 
the  continuance  of  our  republic.  Your  illustration  of  the  subject  needs  no 
additional  conmient.  The  reasons  which  you  assign  for  such  an  institution 
as  you  propose,  will,  t  hope,  be  convincing  to  the  conununity,  and  sqcm\% 
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its  co-operation.  The  principle  which  you  have  adopted,  "  that  the  UDiTer- 
sal  diffusion  of  knowledge,  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  is  indis- 
pensable for  bringing  any  people  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  best  ciril  and 
social  institutions,"  is,  in  my  view,  incontrovertible  ;  and  while  your  adop- 
tion of  it  is  a  pledge  of  high  importance  to  the  Christian  portion  of  tik 
community,  it  encourages  the  best  hopes  of  all  intelligent  and  honest  ciiizais. 
All  are  alike  concerned  in  the  preservation  of  fieedom  ;  all,  therefore,  who 
accord  with  you  in  the  just  sentiment,  that  "  intelligence  and  ChristiaB 
principle  constitute  the  palladium  of  American  liberty,"  must  feel  interested 
in  the  success  of  your  benevolent  and  patriotic  enterprise.  That  it  vokj 
receive  the  patronage  of  the  American  people,  and  the  benediction  of  Him 
who  ^<  ruleth  among  the  nations,"  and  who  only  can  ''  command  the  bles- 
sing," is  the  sincere  wish,  and  will  be  the  fervent  prayer,  of 

Yours,  &c. 


From  James  Wadsworih^  Esq,^  Geneseo,  New  York. 

The  object  of  the  proposed  association  appears  to  me  to  be  most  praise- 
worthy, and,  without  making  any  further  inquiries,  I  shall  ask  the  pririlege 
of  becoming  a  life  member.  The  constitution  and  prospectus  appear  to  be 
drawn  up  with  great  care  and  ability.  I  send  you  by  the  newspaper  mail 
a  little  pamphlet,  which  contains  detailed  reports  respecting  the  moral  aod 
literary  effects  of  the  school  district  library  ;  please  lay  it  before  the  direc- 
tors, and  if,  after  examination,  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  reports  do  not  con- 
vince them  of  the  necessity  and  importance  of  preparing  a  school  district 
library,  to  be  compiled  with  great  care,  and  with  special  reference  to  ihe 
intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  instruction  of  our  youth,  and  vended  at 
the  cheapest  rate,  it  will  be  idle  for  me  to  add  a  single  word.  Please  to 
say,  respectfully,  to  the  opulent  directors,  that  if  we  have  not  the  spirit, 
during  this  plethory  of  wealth,  to  make  the  experiment,  when  will  it  ercr 
be  made  ? 


From  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Honiblower,  Netoarkj  New  Jersey. 

The  plan  meets  my  cordial  approbation,  and  shall  receive  all  the  aid,  as 
well  pecuniary  as  otherwise,  that  my  limited  means  will  permit 

I  have  not  time  to  express  my  views  of  the  principles  of  the  institatiofi 
in  detail,  but  only  to  say,  that  if  those  principles  are  acted  upon  in  good 
faith,  as  no  doubt  they  will  be,  the  society  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  blessinf 
to  our  country  and  the  world ;  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  receive  the  pat- 
ronage and  support  of  the  enlightended,  benevolent,  and  patriotic  portion 
of  the  society  in  which  my  lot  is  cast,  and  of  the  moral  and  Chrisdan 
community  in  general. 


From  Hon.  P.  P.  Barbour,  Frscaii,  Virginia. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  meets  my  decided  approbatioc 
Abstractly,  I  should  consider  it  a  sound  principle  in  politics,  that  no  Gar- 
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ernment  like  our^,  founded  upon  public  opinion,  can  permanently  stand, 
unless  the  community  on  whom  it  is  to  operate  be  virtuous  and  enlightened. 
The  truth  of  this  principle  is  proclaimed  alike  by  the  writings  of  wise  men 
and  the  voice  of  experience,  which  has  been  justly  called  the  "  mistress  of 
the  world."  Although  in  most  of  the  States,  and  Virginia  amongst  them, 
some  provision  is  made  by  law  for  the  support  of  education,  yet  in  none  is 
it  so  complete  as  not  to  need  all  the  collateral  aids  which  it  can  receive. 
Amongst  them,  I  know  none  promising  to  be  more  efficient  than  the  pro- 
posed scheme.  There  4s  a  large  portion  of  the  population  of  even  the  most 
favored  country,  who  have  not  leisure  for  a  re^ilar  systematic  course  of 
study.  To  all  such,  there  is  great  value  in  productions  issuing  irom  the 
press,  under  the  auspices  of  such  a  society  as  is  proposed,  which,  whilst 
they  diffuse  knowledge,  imbued  with  morality  and  the  spirit  of  Christianity, 
are  presented  in  a  form  as  interesting  as  they  are  instructive,  and  in  a  com- 
pass which  enables  almost  all  to  take  from  their  daily  vocations  time  enough 
to  read  them. 

This  is  no  longer  matter  of  speculation  ;  the  experiment  has  been  tried 
in  Europe,  and  experience  has  given  it  the  impress  of  her  approbation. 


From  Bradford  Sumner^  Esq.,  Boston, 

I  am  exceedingly  gratified  to  find  that  such  a  society  has  been  formed, 
and  that  so  much  valuable  talent  and  influence  are  engaged  for  its  support. 
The  literature  of  the  day,  without  doubt,  needs  some  reform ;  and  the  plan 
proposed  by  your  society  seems  to  me  well  calulated  to  effect  the  object. 
Every  institution,  whose  object  and  tendency  are  to  purify,  and  to  make 
broader  and  deeper,  the  streams  of  useful  knowledge,  must  meet  the  appro- 
bation, and,  to  some  extent,  insure  the  aid  of  every  Christian  and  philan- 
thropist. The  proper  culture  of  the  minds  and  hearts  of  coming  genera- 
tions can  hardly  be  overrated ;  and  the  society  has  my  best  wishes  for  its 
success. 


tVom  Rev,  Charles  Burroughs,  D.  D,<,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ' 

I  give  it  my  cordial  concurrence.  When  I  consider  the  condition,  opera- 
tion, and  prodigious  consequences  of  the  American  press,  its  uncontrolled, 
and  often  reckless,  power ;  the  cheapness,  activity,  and  eagerness  with  which 
it  pours  forth  the  streams  of  poison  ;  the  alacrity  with  which  it  pampers  the 
basest  passions  of  society ;  I  do  conceive  that  it  is  one  of  the  first  objects  of 
an  enlightened  and  Christian  people  to  endeavor  to  purify  such  a  fountain 
of  intellectual  and  moral  power,  and,  by  its  mightv  efficiency,  to  counteract 
the  mischieis  which  it  produces.  This  is  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil. 
II  the  PRESS  be  the  potent  and  successful  engme  of  moral  ruin  for  bad 
men,  let  it  be  used  as  the  potent  antidote  to  what  is  bad  by  good  men  :  and 
thus  be  made  a  prolific  source  of  mercy.  Let  Christian  energy  and.  wealth 
flood  the  land  with  productions,  abounding  in  useful  knowledge  and  holy 
principles.  I  know  no  vestige  of  ground  on  which  Christians  cah  stand 
with  stronger  iiope«  of  more  brilliant  triumphs,  than  on  an  enlightened 
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press,  sustained  by  an  extensive  combination  of  talent,  and  consecrated  to 
truth  and  virtue  and  piety.  Here  is  not  only  the  loftiest,  but  the  onlf 
ground  AVhere  there  can  be  a  holy  lea2:ne  and  effectual  union  of  sacred 
effort.  If  the  great  and  good  of  our  land  will  unite  to  wield  by  somecou- 
densed  operations  the  almost  omnipotent  energies  of  the  press,  they  vill 
in  a  few  years  exert  an  almost  miraculous  moral  inflneHce  on  our  land 

Moreover  it  is  not  only  necessary  that  the  learned  and  pious  of  onr  conn- 
try  should  be  awake  and  active  in  employing  the  greatest  known  engine 
of  influence  for  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge,  but  it  is  also  necessary 
to  make  men  understand  that  knowledge  should  not  be  their  chief  object, 
but  that  it  should  be  a  sanctified  knowledge,  a  knowledge  intimately  cm- 
nected  with  religion,  and  acquired  for  the -increase  of  moral  power,  for  the 
production  of  a  loftier  virtue  and  a  more  extensive  benevolence. 

The  productions  of  the  English  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
Knowledge  have  generally  had  reference  to  man  only  as  an  intellectoal 
being;  and  seem  to  have  had  too  little  reference  to  religious  responsibilities 
and  to  the  momentous  truths  of  revelation.  The  press,  therefore,  at  this 
era,  loudly  calls  for  the  sanctifying  influences  of  Christianity.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  a  national  institution,  on  an  extended  scale,  for  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  in  connexion  with  pure  and  salutary  principles,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  measures  in  connexion  with  liberty  aud  religion,  with  litera- 
ture and  education,  with  peace  and  virtue,  that  can  be  adopted  in  ooi 
country ;  and  they  also  satisfy  me  that  it  is  my  duty,  as  far  as  it  is  within 
my  feeble  capacity,  to  co-operate  with  your  committee  and  others  in  the 
advancement  of  this  design.    I  have  no  donbt  of  its  success. 


From  Hon.  Judge  Cameron,  ReUeighj  N.  C 

I  cordially  approve  of  the  views  of  the  committee,  and  the  principles  on 
which  the  present  constitution  is  framed,  and  will  willingly  co-operate  vitfa 
them  as  far  as  I  have  ability,  in  the  furtherance  of  an  enterprise  promising 
such  highly  beneficial  results. 

Branches  of  the  society  in  each  State,  co  operating  with  the  parent  so 
ciety,  located  in  New  York,  will  be  the  most  efficient'plan  of  spreading  its 
influence. 


FYom  Han.  Judge  Davis,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  plan  apjpears  to  be  seasonable,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  eminendy  sain- 
tary,  tending,  in  some  good  degree,  to  alleviate  the  apprehensioDs  of  the 
patriot,  the  philanthropist,  and  the  Christian.  In  this  day  of  excitement 
and  movement,  the  susceptibility  that  is  manifested,  impelling,  as  too  often 
occurs,  to  evU,  should  encourage  a  belief  that  it  may  be  influenced  to  esh 
brace  the  goodexiA  the  true.  Your  society,  in  the  discreet  and  effieieot 
performance  of  its  assumed  duties,  camiot  but  b^ve  a  beneficial  agency,  in 
counteracting  the  nmltiplied  stimulants  to  foUy,  error,  and  depravity,  and 
their  afliicting  attendants.  The  iroung,  especially,  it  may  be  hoped,  wiB 
experience  the  precious  enjoyment  of  sober  thought  and  rationai  inquiiT) 
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nor  should  we  despair  of  impressing  even  dissolute  wanderers,  indulging 
the  hope  of  beholding  them  recovered  from  sad  bewilderment,  and  in  their 
"  right  mind." 

I  would  merely  suggest  a  wish  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  works  in- 
tended ior  circulation,  under  the  direction  or  auspices  of  the  society,  cheap- 
ness  may  not  be  too  much  regarded.  The  reading  pubUc  have  a  right  to 
require  better  paper,  clearer  type,  and  'better  binding  than  is  too  commonly 
presented  to  them.  Performances  of  the  character  indicated  by  the  asso- 
ciation, should  have  a  corresponding  dress;  not  merely  for  immediate 
attraction,  but  for  permanent  preservation  and  use. 


From  Wm.  C.  Oilman,  Esq.,  Norwich,  Conn. 

The  objects  of  the  association  appear  to  be  of  the  first  importance,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  they  will  appear  more  so  in  the  eye  of  the  community  after 
the  experiment  is  made. 


From  Francis  CHllttte,  Esq.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

In  accordance  with  my  feelinfi[s,  permit  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  ex- 
press the  sincere  joy  with  which  I  bail  the  projected  enterprise,  and  the 
lively  gratitude  which,  as  an  American  citizen,  I  feel  towards  the  distin- 
guished gentlemen  with  whom  it  originated.  In  common  with  many  good 
and  patriotic  citizens  in  this  quarter,  I  have  long  deplored  the  demoralizing 
influences  of  the  press ;  and  have  loolced  with  anxious  solicitude  for  some 
rem^y  that  should  be  at  once  efficacious  and  adequate. 

Success,  certain  and  glorious,  must  crown  your  benevolent  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  virtue  and  mankind. 

I  hope  that  men  of  wealth  throughout  our  country  will  duly  appreciate 
the  importance  of  this  enterprise,  and  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  so- 
ciety with  a  generosity  that  will  enable  it  to  carry  out  hs  designs.  In  no 
way  could  they  more  efficiently  subserve  the  interests  of  mankind  than  by 
co-operating  in  the  great  work  of  disseminating  light  and  truth. 


From  Hon.  fV.  H.  Seward,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  my  conviction,  that  the  object  of  the 
proposed  institution  is  the  most  important  which  can  engage  the  attention 
of  all  wise  and  good  citizens  of  our  country.  It  is  most  certain  that  a  Re- 
publican Government  cannot  live  but  as  it  is  sustained  by  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  the  people.  This  is  an  old  and  trite  truth.  But  it  is  to  me 
quite  as  obvious  that  there  exist  too  many  indications  which  show  that  the 
tone  of  moral  sentiment,  and  the  standard  of  intelligence  among  us,  require 
great  improvement. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  present  is  a  propitious  period  for  making  the 
effort.    The  community  are  now,  more  than  at  any  former  time,  dispoaod 
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to  reading;  and  although  latitudinarinn  notions  of  religion  and  morsibare 
boldly  promulgaled,  ihe  great  mass  of  the  people  are  yet  souiid  and  firm  ra 
their  adherence  to  the  Christian  reli?:ion.  The  number  is  yet  very  small 
of  those  who  will  depart  from  the  principle  you  have  adopted:  "That  the 
universal  diffusion  of  knowledge,  imbn^  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity, is 
indispensable  for  bringing  any  people  to  the  full  enjoyn»nt  of  the  bcstciTil  * 
and  social  institutions." 


FVom  Chief  Justice  Durjee,  Tiverton^  Rhode  Island, 

Inmy  view,  the  proposed  institution  has  presented  itself  in  answer  to 
the  prcssinor  demands  of  the  preserlt  moral  and  religions  wants  of  the  com- 
munity. The  present  prevalent  appetite  for  intellectual  food,  can  be  satis- 
fied only  through  the  press,  and  the  tastes,  passions,  and  moral  feelings  of 
the  rising  generation  will  take  their  character  from  the  publications  o?  tbe 
present  day. 

Every  6ne,  who  contemplates  the  present  condition  of  the  Amencan 
PRESS,  must  regret  that  an  institution  on  the  plan  proposed  had  not  beea 
earlier  projected.  Most  of  the  publications  with  which  the  country  is 
flooded,  do  not  seem  to  aim  at  any  moral  good  :  the  object  seems  to  be  the 
excitement  of  intense  feeling  with  an  entire  heedlessness  as  to  what  such 
excitement  tends. 

I  approve  of  the  idea  of  the  universal  difliision  of  knowledge,  imbned 
with  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  The  Christianity  of  this  institution  will! 
doubt  not,  be  that  essential  Christianity  which  rises  above  all  sectarianism. 
I  cannot  permit  myself  to  doubt  that  the  publications  of  such  an  institB- 
tion,  aiming  at  an  improvement  of  morals  and  an  advancement  of  usefoi 
knowledge,  can  be  any  otherwise  than  most  favorably  received  by  the  com- 
munity at  large.  Let  the  object  be  understood  and  felt,  and  their  favorable 
reaction  will  be  certain. 


From  Reverend  Dr.  Sharp,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 

I  have  read  your  circular  and  the  proposed  "  Constitution  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,"  with  lively  interest 

We  are  a  nation  of  readers,  if  newspaper  reading  and  the  perusal  of  Hat 
light  and  ephemeral  productions  of  the  day  can  give  us  a  title  to  that  chi- 
racter.  But  although  the  "  newspaper  is  abroad,"  exerting  a  mighty  influ- 
ence on  the  views  and  habits  of  the  people,  yet  every  reflecting  person  DQBSt 
regret  that  the  influence  is  too  often  evil  and  not  good. 

If  this  be  the  character  of  daily  and  weekly  publications,  it  is  extreoiriy 
desirable  that  the  press  shoul<]  teem  with  works  of  a  diflTei^nt  kind.  We 
need  books  for  the  rising  generation  and  for  those  who  are  but  ^  chiidreaof 
a  larger  growth,"  "  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity,"  and  illnstratiDg 
and  ^iforcing  those  great  moral  and  social  duties,  the  observance  of  which 
is  necessary  to  the  preservation  and  perpetuity  of  our  republican  iostitn- 
tions.  We  need  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  thoughts  and  reasonings  of 
pure  and  lofty  minds. 
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The  American  Society  for  the  Diffasion  of  Useful  Knowledge,  if  ju^ 
ciously  conducted,  will,  I  think,  to  a  good  degree,  meet  the  ^necessiii^  of 
the  nation  in  these  respects.  The  liberal  course  which  is  intended  to  be 
pursued,  avoiding  all  topics  which  are  purely  sectarian,  and  eltiddaiins^ 
great  moral  and  religious  principles,  in  which  all  Christians  are  agreed,  will 
remove  all  occasions  for  jealousy ;  and  I  should  hope  that  men  of  enlarged 
minds  in  every  sect  would  gladly  lend  their  aid  in  sustaining  the  society. 


iPfom  Jdsejsfh  Cummiiigs^  Esq.j  Savutmahy  Gieor^fia. 

I  have  examined  the  circular  with  care,  and  highly  value  the  patriotism 
and  philanthropy  of  those  who  have  originated  the  institution. 

The  principles  involved  are  without  objection  ;  and  I  caiuiot  permit  my- 
seli  to  doubt  that  our  country  will  patronise  so  noble  an  object,  which  must 
have  the  effect  of  giving  unity  to  efforts  to  inatilictand  benefit  the  present 
and  coming  generations.  The  Christian  and  lover  of  his  country  cannot 
buit  esteem  sucH  an  object  as  worthy  of  hia  labors. 


JFYom  John  C,  \yarren^  ilf.  Z>.,  Boston^  Mas^uchu^^Us. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  my  approbation  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in,  the 
circular,  and  my  perfect  fii'*5position  to  unite  in  the  prosecution  of  those 
philanthropic  designs. 


FYom  Thomas  Sewall,  M.  Z>.,  Washington^  Distinct  of  Columbia. 

I  have  long  ttiought  the  phes?  most  shamefully  pervert^ed  by  bad- men, 
and  shamefully  neglected  by  good  inen.  It  is  no  doubt  the  great  medium 
through  which  to  regenerate  the  commpniu.  The  pr|3S8,  if  moved  atcdi, 
must  be  done  t^y  the  associated  influence  of  men;  known, respected,  pow- 
erful,H^nd  full  of  zeal,  and  then  isu^tairi^dl^y  we^lh.  I  reJQioe  that  a  few 
ha^  already  ^nl^ted.  , 


FVom  SaWinel  Henry  Didkson,  M.  D.,  South  Cardlina. 

1  haisten  to  et press^  my  cordial  concurrence  in  the  views  expressed  in  that 
paper,  and  to  offer  every  ftid  in  my  power  to  carry  into  etffec^,  in  this  region, 
the  pinrposes  of  a  society  estaMished  to  advance  the  interests  of  ^omedge 
andvirtue^ 


From  Jam^s  Brewster^  Esq.y  New  Haven^  Connecticut. 

1  am  much  gratified  with  the  whole  plan  of  the  enterprise.    jFVr^f,  be- 
cause it  is  bas^  upon  Christian  princ|ple  as  "iqdispensable  to  the  ^flill 
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enjoyment  of  the  best  civil  and  social  institutions,"  and  constituting  the 
«  palladium  of  American  liberty ;"  and,  secondly^  because  the  constitatioa 
inrites  the  caoperation  of  all  good  men  without  regard  to  sect  or  party. 

An  effort  like  the  one  contemplated  is  called  for  by  more  consideratioos 
than  I  can  designate. 

From  Reverend  Moses  Stuart,  Andover,  Massachusetts. 

I  have  read  it  with  lively  interest.  With  all  my  heart  I  wish  you  sac- 
cess.  Gladly  would  I  do  something  more  than  say,  "  Be  ye  warmed  and 
be  ye  filled.*' 


From  Reverend  Dr.  Miller,  Princeton,  New  Jei^sey. 

The  principles  set  forth  in  your  communication  are  such  as  I  cordiailr 
approve.  It  gives  me  unfei^ed  pleasure  to  find  the  gentlemen  whose 
names  are  connected  "with  this  plan  embarked  in  an  enterprise  so  enlight- 
ened, so  solemnly  called  for,  and  so  likely,  if  wisely  pursued,  to  serve  the  best 
interests  of  our  nation.  In  such  an  enterprise,  it  will  give  me  great  pleasaie 
in  my  humble  sphere  to  co-operate ;  and  although,  at  my  advanced  a^ 
and  with  my  multiplied  engagements,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  be  in 
my  power  to  render  any  important  assistance,  yet  my  good  wishes  and 
prayers  shall  be  XK)rdially  given  to  your  efforts,  and  any  thing  in  the  fonn 
of  labor,  that  I  may  be  able  to  contribute,  shall  not  be  withheld. 


From  Eleazar  Lord,  Esq.,  Tappan,  New  York. 

The  plan  is,  I  think,  admirable,  alike  for  its  simplicity  and  its  comprebeo- 
siveness.  No  event,  assuredly,  relating  to  the  prospective  welfare  of  sodety 
in  this  country  has  occurred  for  a  length  of  time  which,  in  point  of  interest, 
of  importance,  or  of  promise,  can  be  compared  with  that  of  the  proposd  d 
this  institution.  Of  its  success — its  great,  rapid,  and  far  reaching  success- 
conducted  as  I  am  confident  it  will  be,  I  entertain  no  doubt  But  its  success, 
if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  especially  its  prosperous  beginnings,  vill 
depend  not  so  much  on  the  accumulation  of  capital  by  which  to  sustain  its 
imdertakings,  nor  on  the  titles  or  pretensions  ot  the  works  published,  as  on 
the  influence  of  the  society — the  influence  proper  to  such  an  associatioD— 
the  influence  which  proceeds  from  confidence  already  established  in  the 
characters  of  those  associated,  and  of  those  who  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
institution. 

It  is,  thereforci  in  my  view,  a  great  point  so  to  organize  and  conduct  the 
concern,  that  the  entire  volume  and  force  ef  that  influence  may  accompanj 
and  give  impulse  to  every  publication.  In  this  particular,  we  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  those  who  employ  the  press  te  bad  purposes,  and  we  ought  to 
make  the  most  of  it  They  can  print  as  well  as  we,  and  they  can  j^y  all 
that  is  corrupt  in  the  hearts  and  practices  of  men ;  but  with  the  person^ 
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moral,  intellectual,  and  Christian  influence,  to  be  combined  in  this  institu- 
tion, and  to  be  boldly  exerted  in  its  appropriate  sphere,  they  cannot  cope. 


From  Right  Rev,  Bishop  Smith,  Lexington j  Ky. 

• 

I  had  heard  of  the  movements  with  regard  to  the  new  society  with  which 
you  are  connected  before  receiving  your  circular ;  and  mv  'heart  had 
hailed  them  with  humble  gratitude  to  God,  as  auspicious  ot  the  greatest 
good  to  our  country,  and  to  the  souls  of  men. 

From  this  remote  point,  the  utmost  we  can  say  is,  go  on  and  prosper ; 
and  the  God  of  all  mercy  prosper  you ! 

If  I  were  to  condense  my  prayers  for  my  country  into  the  shortest  com- 
pass, it  seems  to  me  that  prayer  should  run— "Sanctify,  O  Lord,  first  of  all, 
the  pulpits  ot  our  country,  and  then,  Lord,  vouchsafe  to  sanctify  the  press." 


From  Rev.  G,  W.  Beihime,  Philadeljthia,  Penh. 

AVe  have  loudly  proclaimed  that  our  free  institutions  are  based  upon  the 
knowledge  and  virtue  of  the  people.  The  necessity  of  strengthening  these 
foundations  of  our  prosperity  has  often  been  urged  by  our  enli^tened 
Fillers.  Public  and  private  bounty  has  been  lavished  upon  seminaries  of 
every  gradation.  In  many  Stales,  (your  own  in  particular,)  all  that  mere 
legislation  can  do  has  been  done  to  carry  opportunities  of  instruction  into 
every  neighborhood.  Yet  facts  prove  that  some  such  institution  as  you 
propose  is  necessary  to  supply  the  people  with  useful  reading. 

Let  us,  by  cheap,  entertaining,  and  widely  diffused  publications,  place 
useful  knowledge  before  every  eye — teach  every  mind  to  observe  and 
reason,  and  we  will,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Father  of  Lights,  soon  have  a 
foundation  for  a  nobler  superstructure  of  social  and  political  virtue.  Lord 
Brougham  never  displayed  so  much  his  mighty  mind,  as  when  he  conceived 
the  establishment  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge. 
We  may  regret  that  religion  mingled  so  little  with  his  views,  but  we  must 
admire  the  power  of  knowledge.  • 

Establish  your  institution,  scatter  your  publications  far  and  wide,  light 
the  lamp  of  useful  knowledge  in  every  dwelling,  make  our  countrymen 
conscious  of  menial  power ^  and  all  the  various  forms  of  danger  which  now 
flit  among  our  people  will  flee  before  it. 

Such  an  institution  is  necessary  to  secure  the  morals  of  our  country. 
Give^the  people  useful  knowledge.  Place  your  cheap  periodical  upon  the 
evening  table.  Gather  around  parents  and  children  to  look  at  its  pictures, 
and  listen  to  its  well  told  facts,  and  that  good  humor  which,  like  Cowper's 
lea.  **  will  cheer  but  not  inebriate,"  and  you  will  keep  them  from  the  haunts 
of  vice.  The  wood  cuts  allure,  the  historical  anecdotes  entertain,  and  its 
simple  illustrations  of  natural  history  awaken  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  fence 
their  mind  from  the  solicitations  of  evil,  and  store  the  memory  with  pleasant 
thouglits  to  occupy  the  soul,  when,  in  the  hours  of  labor,  the  body  may  be 
busy.  Soon  they  will  demand  more,  jand  you  may  lead  them  on  farther  and 
fxurthcr  in  the  ways  of  wisdom. 
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The  practicability  of  such  an  institulion  is  beyond  a  doubt.  All  iliai  is 
wanted  is  money.  The  experience  ot  the  Enghsh  society  proves  ii. 
Surely,  our  men  of  wealth  cannot  but  see  the  necessity  of  stemming  the 
tide  of  immorality  among  us,  swelled,  as  it  is,  by  the  continual  incursion  of 
foreign  crime,  and  the  too  rapid  growth  of  our  newer  territories — too  rapid, 
because  outstripping  the  means  of  education  and  Religion.  Such  an  insti- 
tution .would  do  more  to  secure  social  peace  and  public  virtue  than  all  the 
courts  and  prisons  in  the  land,  and  would  yield  a  priceless  dividend  upon 
tbfi  gifts  tio  its  treasury. 


From  Clement  C.  Moore,  LL.  /?.,  Gen,  Theo.  Setniriary^  N.  Y. 

The  vei*y  name  of  it  is  enough  to  secure  the  good  wishes  of  all  who  arc 
friends  to  mankind,  if  the  society  but  act  to  their  name.  I  stand  ready  t0 
lend  my  feeble  aid  in  advancing  the  great  and  good  end  which  is  proposed. 


From  Projessor  Gird,  West  Point,  N.  Y. 

The  correctness  of  the  views  which  have  been  taken  by  the  commit4ef. 
and  the  excellence  of  the  proposed  constitution,  will,  I  should  think,  be 
generally  acknowledged.  Pubhcations  issued  under  the  society's  s^ncticD 
cannot  feil  to  be  well  received  by  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. 


From  Rev,  Dr.  A.  Church,  UniversUy  of  Georgia. 

So  far  as  1  understand  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  circular,  I  can  but 
highly  approve  them,  and  sincerely  hope  that  the  society  may  succeed 
The  objects  of  the  soqiety,  as  set  forth  in  the  2d  article  of  the  constiiutioo. 
must  commend  themselves  to  every  friend  of  virtue  and  knowled^re  and 
religion  ;  and  in  a  particular  manner,  1  think  the  last  as  there  set  forth,  a 
most  desirable  object,  and  one  which  naay  be  accomplishcjd  by  such  means 
as  the  society  propose  to  use.  We  need,  greatly  need,  good  elementanr 
books  of  instruction — such  as  can  be  procured  cheap,  and  yet  afe  well 
adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  designed.  And  could  there  be 
something  like  uniformity  in  these  throughout  our  country,  they  would  be 
greatl  y  cheapened . 


Frwn  Rev.  Dr.  Gillett,  Hallowell,  Maine. 

1  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  your  institution  would  receive  the 

/       hearty  concurrence  of  all  wise  and  good  men  in  this  region.     Indeed,  it  is 

just  what  the  exigencies  of  the  times  require ;  just  suited  to  the  spirit  of  the 

age.     Something  of  the  kind  you  contemplate  must  be  done,  to  save  oar 


71  £2815] 

republican  institutions  from  the  catastrophe  which  all  other  repubUes  ha^^d 
experienced.  And  I  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  tttne  wheti  th^ 
"  American  Sopiety  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,"  shall  hold  a 
prominent  place  among  the  scientific  and  benevolent  im^titution^ of  our  dcqr. 


From  £bn.  Thomas  Riee,  Winslow,  Mdintk 

Could  there  be  a  fund,  such  as  we  think  is  oonfemplafed,  to  encible  die 
society  to  move  on  in  it3  operations  unembarrassed,  and  send  throiigbotit 
the  land  specimens  of  its  publications,  we  think  there  would  be  very  little 
doubt  as  to  their  speedy  circulation.  We  would  bid  you  "  God-speed"  in 
all  your  efibrts  for  the  good  of  man,  and  to  preserve,  unimpaired  to  our 
posterity,  the  rich  legacy  of  our  fathers.  And  when,  instead  of  the  fathers 
shall  be  the  children,  may  such  as  tlien  live  in  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica behold  a  virtuous,  happy,  and  enlightened  people. 


From  Geo.  Grijffiny  Esq.y  New  York. 

The  proposed  institution  has  my  best  wishes,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to 
aid  in  promoting  its  success. 


From  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson^  D.  D.^  Boston^  Mass. 

A  society  of  the  kind  proposed,  under  the  auspices  of  such-  men,  is  a 
desideratum^  and  cannot  lail  of  being  highly  useful.  We  need  to  be  far 
better  acquainted  with  the  extent  to  which  the  means  of  diffusing  know- 
ledge have  been  spread  in  our  country. 


From  Anthony  Barclay^  Esq.,  New  York. 

Having  often  reflected  upon,  and  su>{gested  the  desirableness  of  such  an 
association  as  is  proposed  in  the  circular,  I  have  only  to  communicate  my 
wish  most  heartily  to  co  operate  in  the  objects  which  have  been  presented, 
to  the  extent  of  my  humble  ability. 


From  M.  Willard  Hall,  WashingloUj  Delaware. 

1  highly  approve  the  principles  and  objects  of  the  proposed  national 
institution. 

I  have  long. seen  the  need  of  some  eflScient  aid  to  promote  general  educa- 
tion in  this  country.  The  subject  is  of  unspeakable  concern,  and  it  is 
embarrassed  with  various  and  great  difficulti.es.     To  promote  it  efiectuallv^ 
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it  must  be  viewed  in  a  new  light,  and  brought  under  influences  that  hate 
not  been  extended  to  it.  To  credit  the  public  voice,  we  must  suppose 
that  there  is  an  unanimous  and  hearty  approval  of  all  measures  adapted  to 
foster  and  advance  elementary  education 

There  is  a  great  need  to  direct  the  public  taste,  to  awaken  curiosity  in 
search  of  useful  knowledge.  Cheap  publications,  conveying  such  know- 
ledge in  a  simple,  agreeable  form,  are  much  to  be  desired.  In  respect  to 
the  publications  that  have  been  circulated,  they  have  been  the  means  of 
communicating  very  little  knowledge,  and  their  tendency  has  not  been  to 
implant  or  cultivate  a  useful  taste  or  habit  of  reading.  We  need  publica- 
tions of  matier,  not  of  fiction,  nor  merely  of  precept  or  argument 


fVom  Rev,  Nathaniel  Hewitt^  D.  Z>.,  Bridgeport^  Connecticut. 

I  rejoice,  dear  sir,  as  a  father  and  a  citizen,  as  a  Christian  and  a  minister 
of  Christ,  at  the  proposed  undertaking. 


From  Joshua  B,  Whitridge,  M,  J9.,  Charleston^  S.  C 

Unless  something  is  done  to  enlighten  the  minds  and  purify  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  how  long  shall  we  (as  a  nation)  be  able  to  maintain  the  posi- 
tion we  now  occupy  ?  How  long  shall  we  continue  to  exert  a  moral  and 
political  influence  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  7  How  Ion?  shall  \re 
be  able  to  preserve  our  republican  institutions  ?  These  are  solemn  con- 
siderations, and  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  patriot,  the  philanthropist, 
and  the  Christian. 


FYom  Enos  Barnes^  M.  Z?.,  Rock  Stream,  Yates  county. 

If  the  press,  instead  of  pouring  forth  an  almost  irresistible  flood  of  light 
reading,  calculated  only  to  catch  the  breeze  of  popular  favor,  could  be  so 
conducted  as  to  spread  before  the  community  only  those  healthful  principles 
so  greatly  needed,  and  the  want  of  which  is  by  benevolent  and  intelligent 
minds  so  much  deplored,  all  would  soon  be  well ;  but  as  this  greatly  to  be 
desired  imprdvement  cannot,  to  any  considerable  extent,  be  expected,  the 
committee  have  very  wisely  a  counteracting  influence  in  the  second  article 
of  the  proposed  constitution ;  which,  if  constantly  kept  in  view  by  the 
society,  will  eventually  accomplish  all  its  friends  could  desire.  And  I  make 
this  last  observation  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  unlimited  extent  of  tbe 
meaning :  for  a  discovery  by  the  people  of  the  although  gradual,  yet  snrc 
improvement  which  the  labors  of  the  association  must  produce, 'will  not 
faii  to  increase  the  number  of  its  admirers  and  friends;  and  1  doubt  not 
this  society  will  be  hailed  by  millions  yet  unborn  as  a  mighty  engine, 
greatly  auxiliary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the 
Almighty  towards  our  guilty  world. 
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JFrom  Rev.  Dr.  Lindsley^  Pres.  University  of  Tennessee^  Nashville. 

I  cordially  approve  the  objects  which  your  society  proposes  to  achieve, 
and  also  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be  accomplished.  My  thoughts 
have  been  for  several  years  past  diverted  to  precisely  siich  an  or^nization. 
And  had  I  resided  in  an  eastern  metropolis  instead  of  a  remote  western 
village,  I  should  not  have  remained  silent  or  inactive  to  this  late  day. 

I  rejoice  to  witness  so  auspicious  a  movement  ot  an  enterprise  so  truly 
national  and  so  perfectly  philanthropic. 


Fi'om  Ittv.  Pres.  T.  W.  Coit,  Traiisylvania  University^  Lexington^  Ky. 

s 

The  institution  proposed  by  the  committee  meets  my  cordial  approbation, 
lor  they  seem  resolved  to  found  it  upon  a  principle,  the  neglect  of  which 
has,  in  my  view,  made  much  "useful  knowledge"  worse  than  nothing,  viz: 
that  the  education  of  the  head  must  be  combined  with  the  educationof  the 
heart.  I  have  seen  so  much  mischief  flow  from  an  exclusive  attention  to 
the  first  of  these  species  of  education,  that  I  have  at  times  grown  quite 
skeptical  and  disheartened  about  its  utility.  If  the  pure  and  philanthropic 
purpose  of  the  committee  can  be  accomplished,  I  should  rejoice  for  my 
country  and  for  mankind.  I  am  fully  satisfied,  that  unless  the  intellect 
of  this  great  nation  be  soon  brought  more  under  the  control  of  moral  and 
s^icred  influences,  that  no  control  will  govern  us  but  the  iron  one  of  despo- 
tism. Liberty,  and  the  freest  liberty,  is  compatible  with  virtue :  when  this 
union  cannot  exist,  the  resort  to  physical  forces  cannot  be  avoided. 


From  Rev.  Pres.  Carroll,  Hampden  Sidney  College,  Virginia. 

"With  my  own  opinion  on  this  subject,  of  such  vital  moment  to  Ameri- 
cans, you  are  already,  in  some  measure,  acquainted.  The  design  of  forming 
such  an  association,  and  of  making  it  national,  is  truly  a  noble  one,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  liberal  genius  of  our  institutions.  For  the  last  ten 
years  I  have  witnessed  the  various  improvements  in  the  press  with  a  degree 
of  painful  solicitude  as  to  the  ultimate  direction  which  its  increased  power 
might  take.  I  have  said  to  myself,  "  what  if  the  gigantic  depravity  of 
perverted  genius  and  learning  shall  have  a  preponderatory  influence  in 
wielding  the  energies  of  this  wonderful  engine'/"  And  the  recent  increase 
of  the  works  of  fiction  and  other  light  and  ephemeral  trash,  has  made  me 
tremble,  lest  my  fears  on  this  subject  might  yet  be  realized.  I  know  of  no 
theatre  in  the  civilized  world  where  the  press  is  likely  to  wield  such  an 
unlimited  influence  over  the  civil  and  moral  destinies  of  man  as  in  our 
own  country.  A  licentious  press  of  itself  would  be  sufficient  to  work  out 
our  civil,  social,  and  moral  ruin,  without  requiring  the  lapse  of  any  con- 
siderable lengtji  of  time.  To  the  mind  of  an  intelligent  observer  your 
proposed  society  must  appear  to  take  rank  amongst  those  grand  conserva- 
tive measures,  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the'  times,  and  indispensable 
to  the  perpetuity  pf  our  political  and  religious  interests  as  a  people. 

It  is  high  time  for  patriots,  philanthropists,  and  Christians  to  bond  t<y 
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gether,  and  determine,  if  possible,  to  gain  the  pre-occupancy  of  that  ground 
over  which  the  influence  of  the  press  in  this  country  will  yet  extend.  It 
will  be  too  late  lo  do  this  not  many  years  hence.  There  is  a  wonderfully 
rapid  onward  course  in  all  our  efforts  as  a  nation.  The  influence  of  the 
press  will  follow  this  law  which  governs  all  American  things.  If  the  tit- 
tuous  and  the  good  do  not  manage  this  engine  while  they  noay,  it  will^  of 
necessity,  soon  pass  into  other  and  different  hands,  and  become  in  them  an 
appalling  mechanism  of  mischief  and  destruction. 


From  Rev.  Hector  Humphreys^  Pres.  Si.  Johti's  College,  Annapolis^  Md. 

I  most  heartily  bid  you  "Godspeed"  in  your  excellent  undertaking; 
and  any  eSoxXs  of  mine,  to  promote  the  circulation  of  your  papers  in  Mary- 
land, are  at  your  dispo^h 


Prom  Rev.  Joel  Parker^  Woodville,  Mississipjn. 

I  look  upon  this  movenoent  as  one  of  the  most  cheering  evidences  that 
God,  in  his  holy  providence,  will  rescue  this  nation  from  the  anarchy  and 
infidelity  with  which  it  is  most  alarmingly  threatened. 


From  the  Rev.  William  S.  Potts,  Marion  College,  Missouri. 

In  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  circular  I  most  heartily  concur.  The 
prostitution  of  the  press  in  our  whole  land  is  most  lamentable.  The  rrnnl 
influence  exerted  by  a  large  number  of  our  periodicals  is  of  the  most  dele- 
terious kind,  and  ought  to  call  forth  the  exertions  of  every  friend  to  the 
moral  and  intellectual  cultivation  of  our  youth.  So  many,  through  G>f^ 
tous  motives,  have  become  the  panders  to  vice  and  folly,  scattering  ihrougfc 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  their  flippant  tales,  jests,  and  scofiat 
sacred  things,  that  it  is  hiffh  time  some  more  honorable  should  stand  forth 
to  cater  for  the  moral  and  intellectual  wants  of  this  vast  republic.  If  the 
public  taste  has  been  vitiated,  means  should  be  takeii  immediately  to  rectifyit- 


fYom  Samuel  Agnew,  Esq.,  Hamilton,  Mo. 

The  object  of  the  circular  struck  me  forcibly,  ar>d  excited  an  mtet^ 
which  it  intrinsically  possesses  to  produce  on  every  mind,  in  any  propor- 
tionate degree  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  our  country.  The  purpose  J^ 
one  worthy  of  the  most  enlightened  patriot  and  the  warmest  hearted  Chri«- 
tain.  I  rejoice  that  so  noble  and  benevolent  an  enterprise  has  occupied  th* 
attention  and  enlisted  the  efforts  of  those  whose  character  will  give  refu- 
tation and  success  to  this  generous  enterprise. 

It  will  give  mot^«X^^^w\^\o^Qo^T^e  in  any  way  with  the  society  i^ 
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pronK)ting  their  noble  enterprise.     This  far  west  needs,  in  a  peculiar  meas- 
ure, the  influence  of  this  cheering  and  Christian  effort. 


From  Benjamin  Bakewell^  Esq,^  Piiisburgh,  P^xnaylDania* 

Being  fully  convinced  of  the  importance  and  advantage  which  might  be 
expected  to  result  from  an  association  of  this  description,  if  based  on  the 
principles  of.  Christian  benevolence  and  liberality,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
a  copy  of  the  constitution  and  such  other  information  resp<^cting  the  views 
of  the  society,  as  may  be  necessary  to  form  an  opinion  of  them.  Should 
they  coincide  with  my  own,  I  shall  be  happy  to  make  them  known  in  this 
community,  and  urge  my  fellow  citissens  to  co-operate  with  the  society  in 
carrying  them  into  effect. 

It  is  presumed  that  an  object  so  noble  as  the  one  proposed  will  have 
nothing  sectarian  about  it,  and  as  every  Christian  denomination  possesses 
sufficient  knowledge  of  Divine  truth  to  lead  its  professors  in  the  path  of 
virtue,  if  they  will  honestly  and  sincerely  follow  it,  no  invidious  distinctions 
will  exist  in  an  associiation  whose  professed  object  is  <4he  diffusion  of  use- 
ful knowledge,  iilfibued  with  the  spirit  of  CJiristianity/'  throughout  the 
United  States. 


Minutes  of  the  meeting  at  Saratoga  Springf^* 

A  meetinof  was  held  at  Saratoga  Springs,  on  Saturday  evening,  August 
6ih.  of  persons  friendly  to  the  formation  of  an  American  Society  for  the 
Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge. 

The  Hon.  Judge  Woodworth,  of  Albany,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Professor  S.  P.  B.  Morse  appointed  secretary. 

'  Professor  Proudfit,  of  the  New  York  University,  stated  briefly  the  objects 
of  the  meeting.  He  mentioned  that  two  meetings  had  recently  been  held 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  which  it  had  been  proposed  to  form  a  national 
institution,  upon  a  broad  and  catholic  basis,  for  the  general  diffusion  of  use- 
ful knowledge. 

For  the  example  which  had  prompted  such  a  design,  we  were  indebted  to 
the  philanthropists  of  England.  It  had  been  felt  in  that  country,  that  a 
crisishnd  arisen  which  demanded  a  combination  of  the  talent  arid  virtue 
of  the  land,  to  resist  the  alarming  progress  of  ignorance  and  vice ;  and 
several  noble  institutions  were  now  in  spirited  operation  there,  conducted 
ou  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  great  object  to  be  gained. 

The  friends  of  a  similar  design  in  this  country  were  happy  in  acknow- 
ledging tliemselves  indebted  to  the  successful  experiment  made  in  our 
fatherland,  for  the  first  idea,  as  well,  as  some  of  the  principal  outlines  of  their 
plan.  And  surely  if  an  effort  of  this  kind  had  been  found  necessary  in 
England,  it  was  doubly  so  here.  We  were  citizens  of  a  free  republic ; 
and  it  was  a  universally  acknowledged  truth,  that  under  such  a  government, 
the  only  pillars  of  public  order  were  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
people.     It  was  a  truth  which  thrust  itself  upon  the  view  every  time  we 

Fu  ti  .!ied  by  the  politeness  cf  the  reporter  of  the  New  York  Obset\^\. 
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cast  our  eyes  over  the  moving,heaving  surface  of  our  American  population; 
and  though  it  had  long  been  perceived  and  admitted,  its  deep  and  leaifbl 
importance  had  not  yet  been  fully  comprehended.  That  siune  eflTort  of  this 
kind  should  be  made,  was  due  to  the  national  character.  Who  did  not 
perceive  that  the  situation  and  character  of  this  people  was  in  an  eminent 
degree  peculiar  ;  it  had  no  parallel  in  ancient  or  modern  times.  There  was 
an  excitability  about  it  which  in  a  peculiar  manner  exposed  us  to  danpr. 
The  elements  of  society  are  here  in  a  state  of  perpetual  excitement.  Tncf 
need  but  a  touch  to  kindle  them  into  flame.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
was  our  duty  as  Christians  and  lovers  of  man,  to  look  at  posterity,  and, 
while  yet  it  was  possible,  to  strengthen  all  the  safeguards  which  went  to  con- 
trol anc^^to  direct  into  right  channels  the  mighty,  irrepressible,  ungovema. 
ble  activity  of  such  a  mass  of  mind.  Mere  political  institutions  would  be 
found  utterly  without  force  against  the  movements  of  such  a  power;  their 
feeble  restraints  dropped  from  it  like  flaxen  thread  from  the  limbs  of  an 
awaking  gianY.  It  was  fTiorcr/ restraints  alone  which  could  hold  in  the 
passions  of  a  great  people,  free  even  to  licentiousness,  and  increasing  in  a 
ten-fold  ratio  Irom  the  immigrations  ofevery  kindred  people  under  beavcn. 
This  country  enjoyed  peculiar  facilities  for  such  an  enterprise  as  had  been 
proposed.  If  we  had  much  to  encounter,  we  had  also  much  to  wiekL 
We  possessed,  in  an  unshackled  press,  a  power  which  our  English  brethren 
enjoyed  in  a  far  less  degree.  There  they  had  a  load  of  taxation  and  aripi 
system  of  restricting  laws  to  struggle  against.  The  expense  occasiowd 
by  the  stamp  duties  was  there  so  enormous  that  it  had  prevented  BrilB^ 
societies,  though  embodying  such  an  amount  of  talent,  wealth,  and  the  io- 
fluence  attached  to  rank,  from  accomplishing  much  that  might  otherwise 
have  been  eflected. 

But  iu  America  we  had  none  of  these  obstacles  in  the  way.  There  vis 
nothinl^  here  to  hang  on  the  wheels  of  the  national  machine ;  bur,  on  the 
contrary,  our  situation  combined  many  facilities  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  design,  which  ought  to  encourage  its  friends  in  immediately  enteringoo 
its  prosecution. 

In  the  two  meetings  held  in  New  York,  the  object  had  been  rather  a 
careful  and  deliberate  consideration  of  facts,  than  any  attempt  at  prodnciBj; 
popular  effect.  The  result  of  such  consideration  had  been  a  deep  coofic- 
tion  that  the  time  for  such  an  effort  was  fully  come. 

The  friends  of  the  design  had  felt  desirous  that  a  meeting  should  be 
held  upon  the  subject,  ixi  Saratoga,  where^as  they  krlew,  much  talent  ani 
influence  would  at  this  season  be  congregated  from  various  and  distant 
portions  of  our  country.  A  more  extended  meeting  was  expected  sooulo 
be  held  in  New  York,  at  which  definite  measures  would  probably  be  ^^ 
solved  upon,  towards  speedily  entering  on  the  execution  of  the  plan. 

Rev.  Gorham  D.  Abbott,  of  New  York,  agent  of  the  committee,  thea 
submitted  a  statement  of  facts,  showing  the  present  condition  of  the  Amer- 
ican press;  the  extent  of  its  influence;  the  predominant  character  of  its 
issues  ;  and  also  gave  a  general  description  of  the  system  of  operations  now 
in  successful  progress  by  national  societies  in  Great  Britain,  to  make  the 
power  of  the  press  bear  more  directly  and  effectually  on  the  iutelleclualand 
moral  improvement  of  the  people  ;  and  urged  the  importance  and  necessitr 
of  uniting  the  influence  and  efforts  of  good  men  in  a  similar  organis^uioa 
for  this  country. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Potter,  of  Union  (college,  Schenectady,  then  addressed  the  meet- 
g  as  follows : 

Professor  Potter  said  he  had  no  prepared  speech,  but  he  could  not  refuse 
give  his  humble  suffrage  in  favor  of  a  plan,  the  avowed  object  of  which 
as  the  spread  of  usBful  knowledge.  He  laid  emphasis  on  the  word 
iseful,"  because  all  the  claims  of  the  plan  rested  on  that  feature.  Some 
'  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  in  its  favor  might  lead  to  the  sup- 
)sition  that  the  object  of  the  proposed  enterprise  was  the  diffusion  of  re- 
^iou3  knowledge :  but  such  was  not  the  fact.  The  object  was  to  dissem- 
late  the  products  of  uninspired  human  learning,  but  such  parts  of  it  as 
ere  pervaded  by  Christian  morahty.  As  the  action  of  every  Christian^ 
i^\i  to  be  pervaded  by  a  ^neral  influence  of  Christianity,  so  every  book 
jiich  was  provided  for  the  use  of  a  Christian  laqd  should  bear  upon  its 
ont  the  Christian  character.  The  object,  however,  was  not  to  print  and 
rculate  religious  books :  that  should  be  led  to  the  different  religious  de- 
>minations,  to  whom  it  properly  belonged*  This  undertaking  did  not 
rofess  to  touch  the  peculiarities  of  any  religious  sect,  nor  to  provide  read* 
ig  for  Christians  alone ;  but  to  provide  and  to  disseminate  that  which 
rery  true  patriot  and  enlightened  philanthropist  must  approve.  It  had 
^n  charged  upon  one  of  the  London  societies,  that  it  had  divorced  liter a- 
\re  from  Christianity  :  and  it  might  be  said,  also,  that  they  had  in  some 
^ree  separated  literature  from  science.  Merely  physical  science,  and  its 
>plication  especially  to  the  arts,  had  hitherto  appeared  to  form  the  great 
>ject  of  that  institution ;  it  had  not  given  to  Britain  a  literature  that  was 
ilcniated  to  refine  and  to  elevate  the  moral  character.  The  institution 
mtemplated  by  the  proposed  association  designed  to  embrace  in  its  range 
'  publication  physical,  moral,  and  intellectualscience,  and  general  history, 
le  whole  to  be  peVvaded  and  characterized  by  such  a  taste  for  Christian 
lorals  as  should  fit  it  to  elevate  and  purify  the  public  character. 
He  had  remarked  at  )he  outset  that  he  had  laid  emphasis  on  the  word 
useful,"  in  this  undertaking.  They  heard  it  often  said  that  ^  the  school- 
laster  was  abroad  ;"  but  before  he  congratulated  himself  or  his  country- 
len  that  such  was  the  fact,  he  must  pause.  He  knew  that  knowledge 
as  power;  but  it  was  power  alike  for  evil  and  for  good.  If  he  knew 
lat  what  the  schoolmaster  sent  abroad  was  truth  Qlone,  then  he  admitted 
lere  was  ground  of  rejoicing,  for  truth  was  calculated  to  elevate  the  mind ; 
jt  if  it  was  error,  if  it  was  falsdiood  that  was  spreading,  then  was  the 
Misted  boon  that  fruit  of  the  forbiddjen  tree  <'  whose  mortal  taste  brought 
sath  into  the  world  and  all  our  wo."  Better  was  it  that  the  stream  of 
[lowledge  should  be  shut  off  entirely,  than  that  it  should  be  poured  abroad 
I  ten  thousand  full  torrents  charged  with  the  elements  of  moral  disease 
id  coemption.  We  were  in  the  habit  of  glorying  in  the  freedom  of  the 
ress  ;  but  before  this  could  be  a  legitimate  ground  of  boasting,  we  must 
low  what  was  the  character  of  the  pre^.  The  press  might  riot  in  its 
[)erty,  and  pervert  it  to  a  curse.  What  security  had  we,  in  the  existing 
ate  of  things,  that  its  power  would  be  rightly  used?  None,  but  the  in- 
rest  of  those  who  guided  it.  The  press,  in  a  free  country  like  ours,  was 
IT  all.  It  determined  the  character  of  the  literature  of  the  people.  And 
as  it  so  that  we  had  no  other  or  better  security  for  the  application  of  so 
lighty  an  engine  than  motives  merely  mercenary  ?  Under  such  a  guid- 
ice,  what  aliment  would  the  press  provide  for  the  intelfectual  appetite  of 
le  people?    Just  what  the  people  asked  for.    And  what,  in  this  age  of 
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phrenzied  agitation,  was  the  kind  of  aliitient  for  ^vhich  the  human  mind 
would  spontaneously  ask ?  Would  it  be  healthy  aliment?  Was  it  such 
as  would  send  the  vigor  of  moral  health  through  the  limbs  and  sinews  of 
this  young  republic  ?  Ah,  no  1  There  was  but  too  much  reason  to  fear  that 
it  would  be  such  as  was  calculated  only  to  madden  And  to  degrade.  With 
what  anxious  curiosity  did  the  American  public  lately  peruse  the  loathsome 
details  of  one  of  the  foulest  crimen,  the  revolting  scenes  of  the  interior  of 
a  brothel.  He  asked  every  Christian  patriot  if  it  was  not  time  that  some- 
thing was  done  to  check  this  stream  of  moral  corruption  ?  Had  not  the 
time  come  when  good  ncien  should  combine  ?  Might  it  not  with  truth  be 
said  that  the  destinies  of  this  republic  hung  upon  an  honr?  Ought  oK 
its  true  friends  to  stand  by  the  national  fountains  and  guard  them  from  poi- 
son ?  The  desim  aimed  at  was  to  construct  an  American  instnunent- 
an  instrument  oi  mighty  power— to  be  wielded  by  the  wealth  and  intelli. 
gence  of  the  American  people.     They  proposed  this  as  a  starting  point 

The  nation  had  been  told,  with  a  taunting  sneer,  that  Americans  weiei 
mere  business  people.  He  admitted  that  they  were  a  business  people,  awl 
he  gloried  in  the  fact.  Even  in  that  spot,  consecrated,  as  it  was,  to  nat- 
ation and  enjoyment,  they  could  not  rest  fro'm  business,  but  it  was  buaness 
of  a  high  and  holy  character.  The  cause  of  temperance  had  gathered  i» 
advocates  from  all  parts  of  the  land,  and  held  them  in  conclave  for  dafs 
t<^ether.  To.night  they  were  assembled  on  another  great  concern  of  na- 
tional importance ;  and  on  the  next  evening  anothct-  weighty  subject  of 
public  concern  was  to  be  disctissed.  He  gloried  in  the  fact  that  in  this 
high  sense  we  were  a  business  people.  But  it  had  been  asserted  that  we 
were  a  mere  money-ffetting  people;  that  the  immense  amount  of  taint 
which  distinguished  the  nation  was  all  combined  and  all  expended  in  tbe 
mere  acquisition  of  property.  It  was  true  that  great  talent  was  tbns  en- 
gaged, and  that  vast  amounts  of  property  were  accumulated.  Bat  fo 
what^  to  be  hoarded?  to  be  iised  tor  the  mete  purt>ose  of  individaal in- 
dulgence? It  must  be  confessed  that  but  too  much  of  it  was  devoted  to 
luxury  and  ostentation ;  but  still,  it  was  only  justice  to  say  that  a  great  put 
of  the  national  wealth  was  held  by  its  possessors  as  a  trust  for  God  td 
tor  man.  If  the  American  people  did  display  unprecedented  talent,  aad 
industry,  and  enterprise,  they  displayed  unprecedented  Hbemlity  i^  ^ 
to  money,  if  this  design  proceeded,  it  must  have  it.  Money  coostitotBd 
the  sinews  of  such  an  enterprise.  It  was  impossible  to  send  forth  miBiois 
of  sheets  daily,  unless  funds  could  be  procured  to  start  upon.  Theesf^ 
utive  committee  have  asked  the  merchants  of  this  land,  men  whom  Got 
h«s  so  blessed  that  they  are  becoming  princes,  to  be  the  benefectors  of  Ais 
people,  to  feed  their  country  with  knowledge  and  truth,  and  thas  9sA 
down  an  influence  on  the  generations  to  come  which  shall  bless  them  boA 
for  time  and  eternity. 

Professor  P.  added,  that  there  were  the  most  cheering  indications  M 
there  existed  among  the  intelligent  moneyed  men  of  the  land  a  resiiioess 
to  patronize  such  a  design.  It  was  not  twelve  months  since  an  Araetxan 
philanthropist  had  offered  to  place  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  his  hands  tt>l'^ 
applied  to  the  object,  and  to  take  all  the  hai^rds  of  loss  in  esse  of  failnff; 
but  the  plan  not  then  being  rij)e  for  execution,  he  had  since  given  to  ^ 
money  a  different  direction.  There  was  reason  to  expect  other  such  in- 
stances of  munificent  liberality.  In  every'  one  of  our  great  cities  lil*''' 
donaUons  might  easily  be  obtained.  One  fannldmd  thotvSand  dollars  ttM 
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should  be  raised  to  enable  this  society  to  carry  its  measures  hilly  into  ef- 
fect. 

Rev.  Dr.  Beecher,  of  Lane  Seminary,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  thon  addressed 
the  meeting.  He  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of  iliffusini^  thronofh  the  en- 
tire mass  of  American' society  that  knowledge  which  will  purify  and  ele- 
vAte  the  whole;  alluding  to  the  fact  that  knowledge  in  its  progress  through 
the  world  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  comparatively  small  portions  of 
human  society.  It  had  been  like  morning  light,  which  gilds  the  mountain 
t&pQ  but  reaches  not  the  valleys. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted  : 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  a  crisis  has  arrived  in  our 
country  in  which  the  means  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  elevation  of  our 
entire  population  is  due  to  them  and  indispensable  to  the  contiiuiance  of 
our  invaluable  institutions. 

Resolved^  That  the  proposed  organization  of  an  American  Society  for 
the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  is  a  measure  urgently  demanded  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  and  wisely  adapted  to  secure  its  end,  and  shall 
receive  our  cordial  co  operation. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Potter,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

SAMUEL  F.  B.  MORSE,  Secretary. 


Mlimtes  of  the  meeting  at  Andover,  Massachus6t^. 

Agreeable  to  invitation,  a  public  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
September  6,  1836,  at  which  the  Rov.  Dr.  Fay,  of  Charlestown,  was  ap- 
pointed chairman,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  M.  Worcester,  of  Salem,  secretary. 
The  meeting  was  very  fully  attended  by  gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  After  an  address  by  Rev.  Gorham  D.  Abbott,  the  following  res- 
olution, offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Tappan,  of  Augusta,  Me.,  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That  we  have  listened  with  deep  interest  to  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Abbott,  relative  to  the  plan  of  the  proposed  "American  Society  for  the 
Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,"  and  that  we  regard  it  as  eminently  enti- 
tled to  the  patronage  of  all  who  would  promote  the  best  interests  of  our 
country  and  the  world. 

WARREN  FAY,  Chairman. 
SAMUEL  M.  WORGEaTERj  Secretary. 


Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  State  Convention  of  Common  School 
Teachers,  held  at  the  capiiol,  in  Albany^  September  20,  1836. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  the  deepest  intjerest  the  statenaents 
by  the  Rev.  Gtorham  D.  Abbott,  of  the  proposed  organization  and  objects  of 
the  "American  Society  for  the  Diffhsion  of  Usefal  Knowledge." 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  the  peculiar  state  of 
our  beloved  country  calls  loudly  for  such  an  organization,  and  that  tre 
plcNclge  ourselves  to  use  every  effort  in  our  power  to  promote  the  objects  of 
said  society. 

G.  B.  GLBNDINNING, 
S.  R.  SWEET, 

SecTtlorVit** 
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Minutes  of  the  meeting  at  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

At  a  public  meeting  held  ia  this  place  September  17,  1836,  President 
Day,  of  Yale  College,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  Rev.  T.  H.  Gallaudett 

appointed  secretary. 

Mr.  Abbott  made  a  statement  of  facts  and  of  the  objects  of  the  socieljr, 
whe^n  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting,  feeling  the  deepest  interest  in  the  8tal^ 
ments  made  by  Mr.  Abbott  with  regard  to  the  state  and  influence  of  ihc 
American  pre^s,  and  the  objects  and  plan  of  the  <<  American  Society  for  the 
Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,"  cordially  approve  of  its  leading  deagn, 
and  that  we  will,  in  the  several  places  of  our  residence,  cheerfally  afford 
this  society  our  aid  and  cooperation. 

T.  H.  GALLAUDETT,  Secretary. 


From  the  first  message  to  Congress  of  the  Fatlier  of  his  Country,  Jen- 

wry  8, 1790. 

"  There  is  nothing  that  can  better  deserve  our  patronage  than  the  pro- 
motion of  science  and  literature.  Knowledge  is  in  every  country  the  surest 
basis  of  public  happiness,  and  in  one  in  which  the  measures  of  Goverommt 
receive  their  impressions  so  immediately  from  the  sense  of  the  commonit; 
as  in  ours,  it  is  proportionably  essential.  To  the  security  of  a  free  coosti- 
tution  it  contributes  in  various  ways.  By  convincing  those  who  are  in- 
trusted with  the  public  administration  that  every  valuable  end  of  govern- 
ment is  best  answered  by  the  enlightened  confidence  of  the  people,  and  by 
teaching  the  people  themselves  to  know  and  to  value  their  own  rights ;  to 
discern  and  provide  against  invasions  of  them ;  to  distinguish  between  op- 
pression and  the  exercise  of  lawful  authority ;  between  burdens  arisi^ 
from  a  disregard  to  their  convenience,  and  those  resulting  from  the  inen- 
table  exigencies  of  society ;  to  discriminate  the  spirit  of  liberty  from  that  of 
Ucentiousness,  cherishing  the  first,  avoiding  the  last,  and  uniting  a  speedy 
but  temperate  vigilance  against  encroachment  with  an  inviolable  respect  to 
the  laws." 

WASHINGTON. 

"  I  am  a  friend  to  all  rational  measures  for  propagating  knowledge  among 
all  classes  of  people.  I  wish  success  to  the  project  of  free  libraries.  I 
republican  government  without  knowledge  and  virtue,  is  a  body  withoatt 
soul." 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

<<  By  far  the  most  important  bill  in  our  own  code  is  that  for  diflosing 
knowledge  among  the  people.  No  other  sure  foundation  can  be  deviMi 
for  the  preservation  of  freedwrn  and  happiness.  Make  a  crusade  against 
ignorance ;  establish  and  improve  the  law  for  educating  of  the  common 
people.  And  without  going  into  the  monitory  history  of  Sie  ancient  world, 
in  all  its  quarters,  and  at  all  its  periods,  that  of  the  soil  in  which  we  live, 
and  of  its  occupants,  indigenous  and  emigrants,  teaches  the  awful  lesson, 
that  no  nation  la  permitted  to  live  in  ignorance  with  impunity." 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
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••  Throughout  the  civilized  world,  nations  are  courting  the  praise  of  fos- 
tering science  and  the  useful  arts  ;  and  are  opening  their  eyes  to  the  princi- 
ples and  the  blessings  of  representative  government.  The  American  people 
owe  it  to  themselves  and  to  the  cause  of  free  government,  to  prove  by  their 
establishments  for  the  advancement  and  diffusion  of  /aiowledge,  that  their 
political  institutions,  which  are  attracting  observation  from  every  quarter, 
are  as  favorable  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  man,  as  they 
are  conformable  to  his  individual  and  social  rights.  What  spectacle  can 
be  more  edifying  or  more  seasonable,  than  that  of  liberty  and  learnings 
each  leaning  on  the  other  for  their  mutual  and  surest  support  ?" 

JAMES  MADISON. 

"  Moral,  political,  and  intellectual  improvement,  are  duties  assigned  by  the 
author  of  our  existence  to  social,  no  less  tljan  to  individual  man.  *  *  * , 
Perhaps  the  very  first  instrument  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
men  is  knowledge  ;  and  to  the  acquisition  of  much  of  the  knowledge  adapted 
to  the  wants,  the  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  human  life,  public  institutions 
and  seminaries  of  learning  are  essential." 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

"  The  lessons  contained  in  this  invaluable  [legacy  of  Washington,  (the 
Farewell  Address,)  to  his  countrymen,  should  be  cherished  in  the  hearts  of 
every  citizen  to  the  last  generation  ;  and,  perhaps,  at  no  period  of  time 
could  they  be  more  usefully  remembered  than  at  the  present  moment. 
For  when  we  look  at  the  scenes  that  are  passing  around  us,  and  dwell 
upon  the  pages  of  his  parting  address,  his  paternal  counsels  would  seem 
to  be  hot  merely  the  offspring  of  wisdom  and  foresight,  but  the  voice  of 
prophecy,  foretelling  events,  and  warning  us  of  the  evil  to  come.  More 
than  forty  years  have  passed  since  this  imperishable  document  was  given 
to  his  countrymen.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Has  the  warning  voice  of  Washington  been 
forgotten?' 

ANDREW  JACJSLSON'S  Farewell  Address. 

% 

Fram  the  Farewell  Address  to  the  'people  of  the  United  States. 

"  jLn  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a  Government  gives  force  to  public 
opinion,  it  is  essential  that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened." 

WASHINGTON. 

* 

"  It  is  universally  admitted,  that  a  well  instructed  people  alone  can  be  a 
permanently  free  people." 

JAMES  MADISON. 

<<  Education  is  the  guardian  of  liberty  and  the  bulwark  of  morality. 
Knowledge  and  virtue  are  generally  inseparable  companions,  and  areiu 
the  moral,  what  light  and  heat  are  in  the  natural  world,  the  illuminating 
and  vivifying  principle.  ♦  *  ♦  Every  effort  ought  4o  be  made  to  fortify^ 
our  free  institutions ;  and  the  great  bulwark  of  security  is  to  be  found  in 
education  ;  the  culture  of  the  he£irt  and  the  head,  the  diffusion  of  know- 
led^,  piety,  and  morality.  •  ♦  ♦  Upon  education  we  must  rely  for  the 
punty,  the  preservation,  and  the  perpetuation  of  republican  governnaent. 
in  this  sacred  cause  we  cannot  exercise  too  much  liberality.    It  is  identified 
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with  our  best  interests  in  this  world,  and  with  onr  best  destinies  in  the 

world  to  come." 

DE  WITT  CLINTON. 

"  For  learning  be  liberal.  Spare  no  cost ;  for  by  such  parsimony  all  is 
lost  that  is  saved ;  but  let  it  be  useful  knowledge,  such  as  is  consistoit 
with  truth  and  godliness." 

WILLIAM  PENN. 

Message  of  Governor  Wolf  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsj/lvania. 

"  The  improvement  of  the  mind  should  be  the  first  care  of  the  American 
statesman  ;  and  the  dissemination  of  learning  and  knowledge  ought  to  fonn 
one  of  the  principal  objects  of  his  ambition.  Virtue  and  intelligence  aie 
the  only  appropriate  pillars  Upon  which  a  republicau  government  can 
securely  rest ;  without  these,  liberty  itself  would  soon  degenerate  into  licen- 
tiousness, and  our  free  and  liberal  institutions,  so  highly  cherished  by  our- 
selves, and  so  much  admired  and  res|)ected  by  the  wise  and  patriotic  of 
other  nations,  would  be  ingulfed  in  anarchy,  and  become  the  reproach  of 
the  friends  and  the  derision  of  the  enemies  of  the  equal  rights  of  man,  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe." 

GEORGE  WOLF. 

"  Virtue  is  the  soul  of  a  repubUc.  To  promote  this,  laws  for  the  sup- 
pression of  vice  and  immorality  will  be  as  ineffectual  as  the  increase  and 
enlargement  of  jails.  There  is  but  one  method  of  preventing  crimes,  and 
of  rendering  a  republican  form  of  government  durable ;  and  that  is,  by  dis- 
seminating the  seeds  of  virtue  and  knowledge  through  every  part  of  the 
State,  by  means  of  proper  modes." 

BENJAMIN  RUSR 

Dr.  Dick,  of  Glasgow,  has  dedicated  the  Mh  volume  of  his  works  to 
Thaddeus  Stevens,  Esq.,  of  Gettysburgh,  Pennsylvania,  as  follows : 

TO   THAODEUS   STEVENS,  ES^., 

7%w  volume  is  inscribed,  as  a  small  testimony  of  respect  for  his  patriotic 
and  benevolent  exertions^  in  procuring  the  means  and  promoting  the 
cause  of  universal  education  tn  Pennsylvania,  by  his  obedient  servant, 

THE  A  UTHOR 

In  one  of  Dr.  Dick's  late  letters  to  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  he  makes 
this  remark  :  "  It  is  in  your  country  (the  United  States)  that  I  expect  to  see 
the  earliest  and  ipost  splendid  exertions  made  for  the  universal  educa- 
tion OP  ALL  RANKS,  AND  THE  RENOVATION   OP   SOCIETY. —  OettvMntrffh 

Star.  ^      ^ 
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3d  Session. 


MEMORIAL 


OP 


V 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MICHIGAN, 

* 
PBAflNG 

An  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  certain  military  roads  in  that 

State. 


February  19,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,]9Dd  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigaij,  convened  at  the  city  of  De- 
troit, at  their  regular  session  for  the  year  1839,  would  respectfully  call  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  progressing  with  the  several  military 
roads  commenced  in  said  State. 

The  importance  of  those  works  for  the  public  defence  and  security,  in 
case  of  war  or  invasion  by  a  foreign  power,  has  often  been  suggested  to 
your  honorable  bodies,  and  has  heretofore  received  your  favorable  considera- 
tion. The  great  end  and  aim,  however,  of  their  construction  cannot  be 
realized,  while  suffered  to  remain  as  at  present,  only  pdrtially  completed. 

The  history  of  the  country  demonstrates  the  importance  of  Mackinac  as 
a  military  station,  and  its  distance  and  almost  entire  exclusion  from  all  other 
inhabited  parts  of  the  Union,  at  times  when  navigation  has  closed,  the 
great  difficulty,  delays,  and  expense  in  transporting  the  mail,  and  the  im- 
practicability, if  emergency  should  require  it,  of  transporting  troops  and 
munitions  of  war  to  that  point,  at  an  early  day  called  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  Congress  to  the  subject  of  a  military  road  from  De- 
troit to  the  straits  of  Mackinac,  which  was  subsequently  located,  and  although 
several  appropriations  have  been  made  upon  it,  only  about  seventy  miles  uf 
it  is  completed.  The  same  reasoning  will  in  a  measure  apply  to  the  mili- 
tary roads  leading  from  Detroit  to  Chicago,  from  Detroit  to  Grand  river,  and 
from  Whiteiord,  in  Ohio,  to  Indiana,  tind,  likewise,  the  military  road  from 
Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  which  has  been  constructed,  but  is,  for  want  of  re- 
pair, almost  impassable.  They  are  all  of  them  deemed  works  of  public 
utility  and  importance.  The  location  by  Government  of  these  roads  has 
essentially  enhanced  the  value  of  the  public  domain,  on  their  several  routes^ 
by  the  inducement  it  has  held  out  to  our  citizens  to  purchase  and  settle 
along  their  line  in  advance,  to  considerable  extent  of  the  present  improve- 
ments on  land,  wjiich  otherwise  would  have  been  unsaleable,  and  who  are 
now  suffering  many  privations  for  want  of  eligible  roads. 
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Your  memorialists,  therefore,  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentadTo 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  would  respectfully  solicit  Congress  for  suitable 
appropriations  of  money  or  lands,  or  both,  for  the  continuation  of  said  roads. 
Resolved^  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  our  Senators  be  instructed,  and 
our  Representative  requested,  to  urge  upon  Congress  the  importance  of  the 
above  appropriations.  ' 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  memorial  and  resolution  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  RepresentatiTe. 

K.  S.  BINGHAM, 
Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  HepresenicUives. 

E.  MUNDY, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  February  8,  1839. 

S.  T.  MASON. 


25th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  337  ] 


3d  Session. 


PETITION 

OP 

A  NUMBER  pF  CITIZENS  OF  MISSOURI, 

nUYlNO  ' 

A  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon  TerrUort/y  to  enable  them  to  form  a  set- 

ilenient  in  said  Territory. 


February  19, 1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  Representatives   of  the  United  States  in  Congress 

assembled  : 

Knowing  tlie  desire  of  your  honorable  body  to  settle  the  public  domain, 
we,  your  petitioners,  beg  leave  to  state,  that  there  are  about  fifty  families 
oi  us  who  wish  to  form  a  settlement  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  on  or 
near  the  head  of  the  navi^ble  waters  of  the  Columbia  river.  But,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  many  privations  and  sacrifices  attending  the  pioneers  in 
such  an  enterprise,  and  the  advantages  which  will  accrue  therefrom  to  the 
Government,  your  petitioners  most  respectfully  re^t^e^^,  that  your  honorable 
body  will,  in  consideration  of  these  circumstances,  grant  such  a  portion 
of  land  to  each  person  actually  settling  within  such  TOundaries,  and  within 
such  dates,  as  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body  may  prescribe,  as  shall 
be  an  inducement  for  us,  and  others,  to  form  such  setUement.  And  your 
petitioners  .will  ever  pray  for  the  prosperity  of  our  beloved  country. 

St.  Charles,  Missouri,  January  31, 1839. 

Wm.  Eckert  A.  Manning 

Edward  Charles  Cunningham  C.  G.  Spencer 

A.  J.  Wilson  Levi  Smith 

Ludwell  E.  Powell  J.  I?.  Finney 

William  Douglass  George  W.  Matthews 

Wilham  Coons  E.  P.  Bamad 

John  M.  Sangubrthy  Julius  C.  Kellam 

A.  Tobin  Daniel  Fisher 

Valentine  Knupp  Wm.  Cady 

James  C.  Lackland  Biel  Farnsworth 

J.  M.  Douglass  Alden  Farnsworth 

Thos.  J.  Redmon  S.  Cottle 

J.  B.  Reynal  Ora  Cottle 

Antoine  Lefaivre  Alvord  Cottle 
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Leonard  Beaden 
Thomas  Read 
John  Bruin 
Deacon  Hubbard 
Henry  Cole 
Jas.  M.  Frans 
Charles  White 
William  p.  Knolt 
Charles  Peck 
W.  S.  Hawping 
Hector  S.  Chamberlain 
Stephen  Spencer 
Ezra  Hubbard 
Lewis  Pelton 
John  Overstreet 


A.  Cottle 
P.  Qillett 
Ira  Alien 
R.  Miller 
F.  Miller 
A.  Howland 
John  L.  Call 
A.  C.  Redman 

E.  F.  Smith 
J.  J.  Holliday 

F.  G.  Davis 
T.  M.  Finney 
Joseph  H.  Gamble 
Teris  C.  Patton 


25lh  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [238] 

3d  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  19, 1839. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Swift  submitted  the  followiag 

REPORT: 

7%f  Cammitiee  en  Indian  Affairs^  to  which  was  referred  the  biU^  {H.  R, 
886)/or  the  benefit  of  the  Choctaw  Indians^  report : 

That  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1836,  Congress  passed  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Bogy,  by  which  the  Secretarv  of  War  was  directed  to 
deduct  from  the  annuity  payable  by  the  United  States  to  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  said  Joseph 
Bogy,  it  being  for  depredations  committed  by  the  said  Choctaw  Indians  on 
the  property  of  said  Bogy  in  the  year  1807,  while  the  said  Bogy  was  a 
licensed  trader  amongst  the  Osage  Indians  ;  and  in  pursuance  of  said  act, 
the  said  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  was  deducted  from  the  annuity  due 
the  said  Choctaws,  and  paid  to  said  Bosy,  by  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  The  present  bill  proposes  that  tne  Secretary  of  War  shall  re-exam* 
ine  the  claim  of  said  Bogy,  and  if  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  injustice  was 
done  to  said  Choctaws  by  the  provisions  of  said  act,  he  shall  be  authorized 
to  refund  to  said  Choctaws  all,  or  whatever  portion  of  said  claim  shall  ap* 
pear  to  have  been  wrongfully  withheld  from  them.  On  examining  the 
testimony  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  said  Choctaws  accompanying  the 
said  bill,  the  committee  find  sundry  affidavits  of  chiefs  of  the  Choctaw 
tribe  of  Indians,  with  sundry  other  papers,  tending  to  show  that  the  depreda^ 
tion  committed  on  the  property  of  said  Bogy  was  of  very  trifling  character  ; 
that  the  Choctaw  nation  never  recogni^  said  claim  of  said  Bogy,  and 
that  the  same  was  unfounded  and  unjust:  and  also  showing  that  the  said 
sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  had  been  deducted  from  the  annuity  due  the 
said  Choctaws  in  1836,  and  had  been  paid  to  sai4  Bogy.  From  this  testi- 
mony alone  the  committee  would  have  found  no  difficulty  in  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  of  submitting  the  propriety  of  refunding 
the  said  six  thousand  dollars,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  discretion  of  Uie 
Secretary  of  War  ;  but  on  examining  the  testimony  of  the  said  Bogy  in 
support  of  his  claim  now  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  the  conmiittee  find 
very  satisfactory  proof  that  at  the  time  of  the  depredation  committed  by 
said  Choctaws,  the  said  Bo^  was  on  the  tract  of  land  then  and  now  occu- 
pied by  the  said  Osage  Indians,  trading  under  a  license  duly  granted  to  him 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  value  of  the  property 
lost  by  said  Bogy  by  the  depredation  of  said  Choctaws  amounted  to  the 
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said  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars.  The  committee  also  find,  from  the 
proofs  aforesaid,  that  the  Choctaws  repeatedly  admitted  the  depredation 
committed  by  them  on  the  property  of  said  Bo^,  without  any  pretence  at 
the  time  that  the  property  did  not  amount  in  value  to  the  sum  claimed  b^ 
the  said  Bogy,  but  attempted  to  justify  the  depredation  on  the  ground  that 
the  Choctaws  were,  at  the  time,  at  war  with  the  Osoges,  and  that  by  their 
rules  of  warfare  they  had  a  right  to  seize  any  property  found  in  the  ene- 
my's country.  The  committee  which  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
said  Bogy  were  of  opinion,  however,  that  this  state  of  hostilities  was  not 
a  sufficient  justification  for  taking  and  destroying  the  property  of  one  who 
was  peaceably  trading  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
this  opinion  your  committee  see  no  cause  to  dissent ;  and  without  repeatinf 
the  argument  used  in  support  of  the  claim  of  said  Bogy,  your  committee  refer 
to  a  written  report  of  said  committee,  which  accompanies  the  papers  of  said 
Bogy,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  claim  of  said  Choctaws  is  not  founded  in 
justice,recommend  the  rejection  of  said  bill.  As  there  is  much  testimony  aroli- 
cable  (b  this  case,  your  committee  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  d^  it 
in  this  report,  or  to  ask  that  it  be  printed,  but  respectfully  refer  the  Senate 
to  the  same,  most  of  which  has  heretofore  been  printed,  and  all  of  which 
will  be  found  accompanying  this  bill,  or  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  accom- 
panying the  petition  of  said  Bogy. 


I 


25th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  359  1 

3d  Session, 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


l^EBRUARY  19,   1889. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Mbrrick  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  394.] 

7%e  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadsy  to  which  was  referred 

the  petition  of  Samuel  R,  Slaymakery  report : 

That  it  appears'from  the  testimony  in  this  case,  that  Richard  C.  Stockton 
and  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker,  having  subsisting  and  independent  contracts 
with  the  Post  Office  Department,  for  carrying  the  mail  between  the  cities  of 
Washington  and  Philadelphia,  via  Baltimore,  and  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, (the  contract  of  Stockton  embracing  that  part  of  the  route  which  lies 
between  Washington,  Baltimore,  and  Ijancaster,  and  the  contract  of  Slay- 
maker  covering  that  part  of  said  route  which  lies  between  Lancaster  and 
Philadelphia,)  were,  by  order  of  the  department  dated  the  25th  of  November, 
1831,  required  to  run  daily  each  way,  an  express  (extra)  mail  line  of  four 
horse  post-coaches,  over  the  whole  of  said  route  between  Washington  aild 
Philftdelphia,  during  the  suspension  of  steamboat  navigation,  or  for  four 
months  in  each  year,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  seems,  of  relieving  the  great 
mail  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  via  Havre  de  Grace,  of  the  more 
weighty  matter,  and  thus  expediting  its  transmission.  The  order  directing 
the  establishment  of  this  express  or  extra  line  of  stages  fixes  the  compen- 
sation to  be  allowed  for  the  same  upon  the  whole  route  at  not  more  than 
$6,300.  And  that  price  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  said  R.  C.  Stock- 
ton  and  S.  R.  Slaymaker^  for  the  years  1831-2  and  1832-3. 

In  April,  1833,  the  department  having  made  other  arrangements,  at  con- 
siderable expense,  which  were  deemed  sufficient  to  insure  the  expeditious 
transmission  of  the  whole  of  the  great  mail  between  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia, via  Havre  de  Grace,  ordered,  in  November  of  that  year,  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  express  or  extra  line  of  stages  above  mentioned,  and  notified 
the  parties  that  the  compensation  before  allowed  for  that  service  would 
th^ceforward  cease. 

It  seems,  however,  that  in  the  subsequent  month  of  December,  the  depart- 
ment saw  fit,  at  the  instance  of  the  contractors  upon  the  route  via  Havre  de 
Grace,  fvvho  appear  to  have  been  the. same  persons,  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
who  held  the  contract  for  the  greater  part  of  the  route  via  Lancaster,  to 
wit  from  Baltimore  to  Lancaster,)  to  order  the  postmasters  at  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia  to  send  the  heavy  mail  by  the  line  via  Lancaster,  with  a  view 
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to  relieve  the  mail  upon  the  route  via  Havre  de  Grace ;  thus  from  the  saine 
motive  again  directing  the  same  service  to  be  performed  upon  the  route  m 
Lancaster,  which  had  originally  induced  the  establishment  of  the  express 
(or  extra)  line  upon  this  route ;  the. department  it  would  seem  overlooking 
inadvertently  the  material  circum&^tance  that  the  contractors  were  not  tk 
same  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  each  route — Slaymoker  being  the 
contractor  froin  Lancaster  to  Philadelphia.  It  furtFier  appears,  that  Slay- 
maker  thus  having  the  same  amotint  of  service  thrown  upon  him,  thoogh 
not  by  any  express  new  arrangement  between  himself  and  the  departioeot, 
yet  by  order  of  the  department,  conceived  it  to  be  a  virtual  renewal  of  the 
pre-existing  arrangement,  and  unhesitatingly  performed  that  service  with 
diligence  and  fidelity,  and  at  great  cost  to  himself^  for  the  years  1S33-4, 
and  1834-5.  The  committee  cannot,  under  this  view  of  the  case,  hesitate  to 
recommend  that  payment  should  be  made  to  Slaymaker  for  this  service.  It 
I  is  alleged  by  Slaymaker  that  he  performed  this  service  upon  all  that  part  of 

this  route  which  lies  between  York  and  Philadelphia.  But  inasmuch  as 
Stockton  and  Stokes  were  the  regular  contractors  upon  this  route  from 
Washington  to  Lancaster,  and  they  were  the  parties  bound  by  their  con- 
tract upon  the  route  via  Havre'de  Grace,  to  transport  the  whole  of  this  loail 
matter,  and  were  to  receive,  without  doubt,  what  they  deemed  an  adequate 
compensation  for  so  doing,  and  it  was  evidently  for  their  relief  and  at 
their  request  that  the  department  had  ordered  this  heavy  mail  to  be  trans- 
ported via  Lancaster,  the  committee  think  there  can  justly  be  no  allow- 
ance made  for  so  much  of  the  service  on  this  route  as  they  (Stockton  aod 
Stokes)  did  or  were  bound  to  perform,  and  therefore  can  make  no  allowaooe 
to  Slaymaker  for  any  service  performed  on  that  part  of  the  route  which  lies 
between  York  and  Lancaster.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  directing  the 
proper  officer  of  the  department  to  allow  and  pay  to  S.  R.  Slaymaker  m- 
P  ably  for  the  distance  between  Lancaster  and  Philadelphia,  the  same  oom- 

h  pensation  for  the  years  1833-4,  and  1634-5,  as  was  allowed  and  paid  fer 

the  extra  line  upon  this  route  to  Stockton  and  Slaymaker  for  the  yeais 
1831-^  and  1832-3. 
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3d  Session, 


RESOLUTIONS 


OP 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MICHIGAN, 


IN  FAYOa 


Of  the  construction  of  a  steam  revenue  cutter ^  to  be  employed  on  the 

Northern  Lakes. 


February  20,  1839^ 

Refejred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 


Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Stute  of 
Michi^any  lliat  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Repre- 
^ntative  requested,  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  procure  an  appropriation 
and  authority  from  the  General  Government  to  cause  to  be  constructed  a 
steam  revenue  cutter  of  sufficient  magnitude  and  capacity,  to  be  furnished 
and  manned  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  may  require,  to  navigate  Lakes 
Erie,  St  Clair,  Huron,  and  Stuchigan.  ^ 

Resolvedj  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tive in  Congress. 

K.  S.  BINGHAM, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
E.  MUNDY, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  Pebriiary  8, 1839. 

S.  T.  ^A80K 

A  Hires,  printers. 
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LETTER 


FROM 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  CONVENTION  OF  DELEGATES  OF 

THE  PEOPLE  OF  FLORIDA, 


TRINSMITTINO 


A  copy  of  a  constitution  or  form  of  govemmmtfor  the  people  of  Florida^ 

as  adopted  by  said  convention. 


February  20,  1839. 

Referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tallahassee,  February  11, 1839. 

Sir  :  Under  the  instructions  of  the  convention  of  the  delegates  of  the 
.  people  of  Florida,  1  herewith  enclose  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID, 

President  of  the  Convention, 
R.  M.  Johnson,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  CONSTITUTION,  OR  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT,  FOR  THE 

PEOPLE  OF  FLORIDA. 

We,  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  by  our  delegates  in  conven- 
tion, assembled  at  the  citv  of  St.  Joseph,  on  Monday,  the  3d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, A.  D.  1838,  and  oi  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  sixty- 
third  year,  having  and  claiming  the  right  of  admission  into  the  Union,  as 
one  ot  the  United  States  of  America,  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the 
federal  constitution,  and  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and 
limits  between  the  United  States  of  Amertea  and  the  King  of  Spain,  ceding 
the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida  to  the  United  States ;  in  order  to 
secure  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  do  mutually  agree, 
each  with  the  other,  to  form  ourselves  into  a  free  and  independent  State,  by 
the  name  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Dedcaration  of  Mights. 

That  the  great  and  essential  principles  of  liberty  and  free  government 
may  be  recognised  and  established,  we  declare : 

Blair  A  Rives,  printers. 
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^nd  published  with  good  motives,  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  truth  shall  be 
<i  justification,  and  the  jury  shall  be  the  judges  of  the  law  and  facts. 

16.  That  no  person  shall  be  put  to  answer  any  criminal  charge,  but  by 
presentment,  indictment,  or  impeachment. 

17.  That  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  of 
-estate. 

18.  That  retrospective  laws,  punishing  acts  committed  before  the  exist- 
ence of  such  laws,  and  by  them  only  declared  penal,  or  criminal,  are  op- 

{>ressive,  unjust,  and  incompatible  with  liberty ;  wherefore,  no  expost/acio 
aw  shall  ever  be  made. 

19.  That  no  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts  shall  ever  be 
passed. 

20.  That  the  people  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  assemble  to- 
gether to  consult  for  the  conunon  good ;  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with 
the  powers  of  government,  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other  proper  pur- 
poses, by  petition,  address,  or  remonstrance. 

21.  That  the  firee  white  men  of  this  State  shall  have  a  right  to  keep  and 
to  bear  arms  for  their  common  defence. 

22.  That  no  soldier  in  time  of  peace  shall  be  quartered  in  any  house, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner  ]  nor  in  time  of  war^  but  in  a  manner 
prescribed  by  law. 

23.  That  no  standing  army  shall  be  kept  up  without  the  consent  of  the 
L^islature ;  and  the  nulitary  shall  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict 
sutordination  to  the  civil  power. 

24.  That  perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  genius  of  a 
free  State,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

25.  That  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  honors,  shall  ever  be 
granted,  or  conferred,  in  this  State. 

26.  That  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles  is  absolutely  . 
necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

27.  That  to  guard  against  trans^pressions  upon  the  rights  of  the  people, 
we  declare  that  every  thinff  in  this  article  is  excepted  out  of  the  general 
powers  of  Government,  and  shall  forever  remain  inviolate*;  and  that  all 
laws  contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  following  provisions,  shall  be  void. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Distribution  of  the  powers  of  Chvervmmt, 

1.  The  powers  of  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Florida  shall  be  divi- 
ded into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of  them  confided  to  a  separate 
body  of  ma^gistracy,  to  wit :  Those  which  are  legislative  to  one  ;  those  which 
are  executive  to  another^  and  those  which  are  judicial  to  another. 

2.  No  person,  or  coUection  of  persons,  being  of  one  of  those  departments, 
shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the  others,  except 
in  the  instances  expressly  provi^ted  in  this  constitution. 

ARTICLE   III. 
i 

t 

Executive  Department. 

1.  The  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  chief  magistrate, 
^ho  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Florida* 


\ 
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2.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  for  four  years,  by  the  qualified  electorSy 
at  the  time  and  place  where  they  shall  vote  for  Representatives  ;  and  shall 
remain  in  ofBcc  until  a  successor  be  chosen  and  qualified,  wd  shall  not  be 
,  eligible  to  reelection  until  the  expiration  of  foilr  years  thereafter. 

'  3.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor,  unless  he  shall 

have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ten  years,  or  an  inhabitant  of  Florida,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  this  constitution,  fbeing  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;)  and  shall  have 
been  a  resident  of  Florida  at  least  five  years  next  preo^ing  the  day  of 
election. 

4.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and 
transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
*  of  Representatives  ;  who  shall,  during  the  first  week  of  the  session,  open 

I  *  and  publish  them  in  the  presence  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly ; 

I  and  the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  Governor  ;  but, 

[  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal,  and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be 

chosen  Governor,  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses ;  and  contested  elec- 
tions for  Governor  shall  be  determined  by  both  Houses  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

6.  He  shall  at  stated  times  receive  a  compensation  for  his  services,  which 
shall  not  be  increased,  or  diminished,  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall 
have  been  elected. 

6.  He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this  State. 
and  of  the  militia  thereof. 

7.  He  may  require  information  in  writing,  from  the  ofiicers  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department,  on  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respecti?e 
offices. 

8.  He  may  by  proclamation,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the 
Creneral  Assembly  at  the  seat  of  Grovernment,  or  at  a  different  place,  if  that 
shall  have  become  dangerous  from  an  enemy,  or  from  disease ;  and  in  case 
of  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  ad- 
joornmeni,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not 
beyond  the  day  of  the  next  meeting,  designated  by  this  constitution. 

9.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  General  Assembly  information 
of  the  state  of  the  Government,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient 

10.  He  shall  take  chxe  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

11.  In  all  criminal  and  penal  cases,  (except  of  treason  and  impeachment,) 
after  conviction,  he  shall  tiave  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  and 
remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  imdersuch  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law  ;  and  in  cases  of  treason,  he  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons ;  and 
he  may  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate  ^respite  the  sentence,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Assenfcly. 

12.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  Stat»,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, Imd  used  by  him  officially,  with  auch  device  as  the  Governor  first 
elected  may  direct,  and  the  present  seal  of  the  Territory  shall  be  the  seal 
of  the  State  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

13.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority,  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  be  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  and  signed  by  the  Governor, 
and  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

14.  There  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State  appointed  by  joint  vote  of  both 
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Houses  of  the  Creneral  Assembly,  who  shall  continue  in  office  during  the 
term  of  four  years ;  and  he  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  the  official  acts  and 
proceedings  of  the  Governor,  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same  and 
all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers,  relative  thereto,  before  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  shall  perform  .such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him 
by  law. 

15.  Vacancies  that  happen  in  offices,  the  appointment  to  which  is  vested 
in  theGaneral  Assembly,  or  given  to  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent o(  the  Senate,  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor  durinfif  the  recess  of  the 
General  Assembly,  by  granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  next  session. 

16.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  Houses  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  si^n  it; 
but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  House  in  which  it 
shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  the  jour- 
nals, and  proceed  to  reconsider  it ;  and  if,  after  such  reconsideration,  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  elected  to  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  shall  be  sept  with  the  objections  to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall 
likewise  be  reconsidered ;  and  if  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber elected  to  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  law ;  but  in  such  cases,  the  votes 
of  both  Houses  shall  be  bv  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  members 
voting  for  or  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  House 
respectively ;  and  if  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor,  within 
five  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the 
same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it ;  unless  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  their  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it 
shall  not  be  a  law. 

1 7.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  both 
Houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  questions  of  adjournment,  shall  be . 
presented  to  the  Governor,  aad,  before  it  shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by 
him,  or,  bein^  disapproved,  be  re-passed  by  both  Houses,  according  to  the 
rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a  bill. 

18.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal  from  office, 
death,  refusal  to  qualify,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  president 
of  the  Senate  shall  exercise  all  the  power  and  authority  appertaining  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  during  the  term  for  which  the  Governor  was  elected ; 
unless  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  election  of  a 
Governor  to  fill  such  vacancy ;  or,  until  the  Governor  absent,  or  impeached, 
shall  return,  or  be  acquitted. 

19.  If,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  president  of  the 
Senate  shall  be  impeached,  removed  from  office,  refuse  to  qualify,  resign, 
die,  or  be  absent  from  the  State,  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  shall  in  like  manner  administer  the  Government. 

20.  The  president  of  the  Senate,  or  speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, during  the  time  he  administers  the  Government,  shall  receive  the 
same  compensation  which  the  Governor  would  have  received. 

21.  The  Governor  shall  always  reside,  during  the  sessions  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  at  the  place  where  their  sessions  are  held,  and  at  all  other 
times  wherever,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  good  may  require. 

22.  No  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  Governor,  and  any.  other  office  or 
commission,  civil  or  military,  either  in  this  State,  or  under  any  State,  or  the 
United  States^  or  any  other  power,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  except  the 
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president  of  the  Senate,  or  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
when  he  i^all  hold  the  oflSce  as  aforesaid. 

23.  A  State  treasurer  and  comptroller  of  public  accounts  shall  be  elected 
by  joint  vote  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  each  r^ular  session 
thereof. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Legislaiive  Department 

1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  two  dbtioct 
branches,  the  one  to  be  styled  the  Senate  the  other  the  House  o{  Repre- 
sentatives, and  bodi.together,  "  The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Flori- 
da," and  the  style  of  me  laws  shall  be,  ^'  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  dxA 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  con- 
vened.'' 

2.  The  members  of  the  House  of  the  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  qualified  voters,  and  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  thedaf 

I  of  the  commencement  of  the  general  election  and  no  longer,  and  the  sessions 

j  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  annual,  and  commence  on  the  fourth 

Monday  in  .November  in  each  year,  or  at  such  other  time  as  may  be  pre- 
i  scribed  by  law. 

ji  3.  The  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  every  year,  on  the  first  Mondaf 

■  in  the  month  of  October,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  Representative,  unless  he  be  a  white  man,  a 

i  citizen  of  the  United  States,  ana  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 

two  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  a  resident 

\  of  the  county  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  shall  have  attained  the 

'  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

\  5.  The  Senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors,  for  the  tern 

of  two  years,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  same  places, 
where  they  vote  for  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  :  and  no  naan 
\  shall  be  a  Senator  unless  he  be  a  white  man,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 

/  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  two  years  next  preceding 

I  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  a  resident  of  the  district  or  coonty 

i  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty  in 

years. 
'  6.  The  Senators,  after  their  first  election,  shall  be  divided,  by  lot,  into 

two  classes,  and  the  seats  of  the  Senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated 
at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  and  of  the  second  class,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  second  year,  so  that  one  half  thereof,  as  near  as  possible,  maybe 
chosen  for  ever  thereafter,  annually,  for  the  term  of  two  years. 
j  7.  The  House  of  Representatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose  a  Speaker, 

j;  and  its  other  officers,  and  the  Senate,  a  President,  and  its  other  officers, 

and  each  House  shall  be  judge  of  the  qualifications,  elections,  and  retnrns 
of  its  members ;  but  a  contested  election  shall  be  determined  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

8.  A  majority  of  each  House  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business, 
but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as 
each  House  may  prescribe^ 
¥  9.  Each  House  msc^  detern^dne  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings,  pun^ 
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its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds 
expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  cause. 

10.  Each  House,  during  the  session,  may  punish  by  imprisonment  any 
person  not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly  behavior  in  its  pres- 
ence, or  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings,  provided  such  imprisonment 
shall  not  extend  beyond  the  end  of  the  session. 

11.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  published  immediately  after  its  adjournment,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  each  House  shall  be  taken  and  entered  upon  the  jour- 
nals upon  the  final  passage  of  every  bill,  and  may,  by  any  two  members,  be 
required  upon  any  other  question,  and  any  member  of  either  House,  shall 
have  liberty  to  dissent  from,  or  protest  against,  any  act  or  resolution, 
which  he  may  think  injurious  to  the  public,  or  an  individual,  and  have  the 
reasons  of  his  dissent  entered  on  the  journal. 

12.  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  ia  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest,  during  the  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  going  to,  or  returning  from,  the  same, 
allowing  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  such  member  may  reside  from  the 
place  at  which  the  General  Assembly  is  convened  ;  and  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

13.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  provision  by  law  for  filling 
vacancies  that  may  occur  in  either  House,  by  the  death,  resignation,  (or 
otherwise,)  of  any  of  its  members. 

14.  The  doors  of  each  House  shall  be  open,  except  on  such  occasions 
as  in  the  opmion  of  the  House  the  public  safety  may  imperiously  require 
secrecy. 

15.  Neither  House  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for 
moi:e  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  fn  which  they  may 
be  sitting. 

16.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
all  bills  passed  by  one  House  may  be  discussed,  amended,  or  rejected  by 
the  other ;  but  no  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  law,  until  on  three  several 
days  it  be  read  in  each  House,  and  free  discussion  be  allowed  thereon, 
unless  in  cases  of  urgency  four-fifths  of  the  House,  in  which  the  same  shall 
be  depending,  may  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  the  rule ;  and  every 
bill  having  passed  both  Houses  shall  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  Presi- 
dent of  their  respective  Houses. 

17.  Each  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  receive  from  the  public 
Treasury  such  compensation  for  his  services  as  may  be  fixed  by  law,  but 
no  increase  of  compensation  shall  take  effect,  during  the  term  for  which 
the  Representatives  were  elected,  when  such  law  passed. 

18.  The  numberof  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  never 
exceed  sixty. 

ARTICLfi  V. 

Judicial  DeparimetiL 

1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State,  both  as  to  matters  of  law  and  equity, 
shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  courts  of  chancery,  circuit  courts,  and 
justices  of  the  peace:  Provided^  The  General  Assembly* may  also  vest 
such  criminal  jurisdiction  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  corporation 
couirts ;  but  such  jurisdiction  shall  not  extend  to  capital  offences. 
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2w  The  supreme  court,  except  in  cases  otherwise  directed  in  this  con- 
stitution, shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  shall  be  co-extensive 
with  the  State,  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations,  not  repugnant  to 
this  constitution,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  law  :  Provided^ 
That  the  said  court  shall  always  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  injunction, 
mandamus,  quo- war-ranto,  habeas  corpus,  and  such  other  rera^iaiand 
original  writs  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  it  a  general  superintendence 
and  control  of  all  other  courts. 

3.  For  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  election  of  the  judges  of  ihc 
ciraiit  courts,  and  thereafter,  until  the  General  Assembly  shall  otherwise 
provide,  the  powers  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  vested  in,  and  its  duties 
performed  by,  the  judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts  within  this  State,  and 
thev,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  hold  such  sessions  of  the  supreme  court, 
ana  at  such  times,  as  may  be  directed  by  law. 

4.  The  supreme  court,  when  organized,  shall  be  holden  at  such  times 
and  places  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

5.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  at  least  four  convenient  circuits,  and 
until  other  circuits  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  General  Assembly,  the 
arrangement  of  the  circuits  shall  be  the  western,  middle,  eastern,  andsoafli- 
ern  circuits,  and  for  each  circuit  there  shall  be  appointed  a  judge,  who  shall, 
after  his  appointment,  reside  in  the  circuit  for  which  he  has  been  appointed, 
and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a  salary  of  not  less  than 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the 
continuance  of  such  judge  in  office ;  but  the  judges  shall  receive  no  fees, 
or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under  the  State, 
the  United  States,  or  any  other  power. 

6.  The  circuit  courts  shall  have  original  jurisdiction,  in  all  matters,  civil 
and  criminal,  within  this  State,  not  otherwise  excepted  in  this  constitution. 

7.  A  circuit  court  shall  be  held  in  such  counties,  and  at  such  times  and 
places  therein,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  judges  of  the  several 

%  circuit  courts  may  hold  courts  for  each  other,  and  shall  do  so  when  direct- 

I  ed  by  law. 

8.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  establish  and  organize  a 
I  separate  court  or  courts  of  original  equity  jurisdiction ;  but  until  such 
'^:  court  or  courts  shall  be  established  and  organized,  the  circuit  courts  shall 
}[              exercise  such  jurisdiction. 

[  9.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  appointment,  in 

each  county,  of  an  officer,  to  take  probate  of  wills,  to  grant  letters  testa- 
lifientary,  of  administration,  and  guardianship ;  to  attend  to  the  settlement 
of  the  estates  of  decedents  and  of  minors,  and  to  discharge  the  duties, 
usually  pertaining  to  courts  of  ordinary,  subject  to  the  direction  and  super- 
i;  vision  of  the  courts  of  chancery,  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

1  10.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be,  from  time  to 

I  time,  appointed  or  elected,  in  and  for  each  county,  in  such  mode,  and  for 

j !  such  term  of  office,  as  the  General  Assembly  may  direct,  and  shall  possess 

^  j  such  jurisdiction  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  and  in  cases  tried  before 

a  justice  of  the  peace,  the  right  of  appeal  shall  be  secured,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  1^  prescribed  by  law. 

11.  Justices  of  the  supreme  court,  chancellors,  and  judges  of  the  circuit 
courts,  shall  be  elected  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  a  majority  of  both  bouses 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

12.  The  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  shall  at  the  first  session  of  the  Gen- 
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era)  Assembly  to  be  holden  under  this  constitution,  be  elected  for  the  term 
of  five  years,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  that  term,  unless  sooner  re- 
moved under  the  provisions  Tuade  in  this  constitution  for  removal  of  judges 
by  address  or  impeachment ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  five  years,  the  justices 
of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  shall  be  elected 
for  the  term  of  and  during  their  good  behavior;  and  for  wilful  neglect  6f 

■2  duty,  or  other  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  for 
impeachment,  the  Governor  shall  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  address  of 

r;     two-thirds  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly :  Provided,  however, 

1  That  the  cause  or  causes  shall  be  stated  at  length  in  such  address,  and  enter- 
:  ed  on  the  journals  of  each  house:  And  provided  further,  That  the  cause  or 
;i     causes  shall  be  notified  to  the  judge,  so  intended  to  be  removed,  and  he 

2  shall  be  admitted  to  a  hearing,  in  his  own  defence,  before  any  vote  for  such 
address  shall  pass ;  and  in  such  cases,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and 

I    nays,  and  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house  respectively. 

13.  The  clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of 
-^    chancery,  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Assembly ;  and  the  clerks  of  the 

circuit  courts  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors,  in  such  mode  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

14.  The  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  chancellors,  and  judges  of  the 
circuit  courts,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  conservators  of  the  peace, 
throughout  the  State  ;  and  justices  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties. 

15.  The  style  of  all  processes  shall  be,  "  the  State  of  Florida,"  and  aTl 
criminal  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  and  all  indictments  shall  conclude,  "  against  the  peace  and  dig- 
nity of  the  same." 

16.  There  shall  be  an  Attorney  General  for  the  State,  who  shall  reside 
at  the  seat  of  Government  It  shall  be  his  duty  (o  attend  all  sessions  (^ 
the  General  Assembly,  and,  upon  the  passage  of  any  act,  to  draught  and 
submit,  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  same  session,  all  necessary  forms 
of  proceedings  under  such  laws,  which,  when  approved,  shall  be  pub- 
lished therewith,  and  he  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  He  shall  be  elected  by  joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years ;  but  may  be 
removed  by  the  Governor,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  the  two  Houses 
of  th(^  General  Assembly,  and  shall  receive  for  his  services  a  compensation 
to  be  fixed  by  law. 

17.  There  shall  be  one  solicitor  for  each  circuit,  who  shall  reside  therein, 
to  be  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  shall  receive  for  his  services  a  com- 
pensation to  be  fixed  by  law. 

18.  No  justice  of  the  supreme  court  shall  sit  as  judge,  or  take  part 
in  the  appellate  court  on  the  trial  or  hearing  of  any  case  which  shall  have 
been  decided  by  him  in  the  court  below. 

19.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  establish  in  each 
county  a  board  of  commissioners  for  the  regulation  of  the  county  business 
therein. 

20.  No  duty,  not  judicial,  shall  be  imposed  by  law  upon  the  justices 
of  the  supreme  court,  chancellors,  or  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
of  this  State. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

The  right  of  suffrage .  and  qualifications  of  officers  ;  civil  officts ;  oarf 

impeachments^  and  removals  from,  offUx. 

1.  Every  free  white  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  aod 
upwards,  and  who  shall  be,  at  the  time  of  offering  to  vote,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States ;  and  who  shall  have  resided,  and  had  his  habitation,  domidl, 
home,  and  place  of  permanent  abode  in  Florida,  for  two  years  next  pre- 
ceding the  election  at  which  he  shall  offer  to  vote  ;  and  who  shall  have  at 
such  time,  and  for  six  months  immediately  preceding  said  time,  shall  have 
had  his  habitation,  domicil,  home,  and  place  of  permanent  abode  in  the 
county  in  which  he  may  offer  to  vote,  and  who  shall  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia  thereof,  (unless  by  law  exempted  from  serving  in  the  militia,)  shall 
be  deemed  a  qualified  elector  at  all  elections  under  this  constitution,  aixi 
none  others ;  except  in  elections  by  general  ticket  in  the  State  or  district 
prescribed  by  law,  in  which  c^ses  the  elector  must  have  been  a  resident 
of  the  State  two  years  next  preceding  the  election,  and  six  mouths  wiihiQ 
the  election  district  in  which  he  offers  to  vote :  Provided^  That  no  soldier, 
seaman,  or  marine  in  the  regular  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  unless 
he  be  a  qualified  elector  of  the  State,  previous  to  his  enlistment  as  sodi 
soldier,  seaman,  or  marine  in  the  r^ular  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  revenue  service,  shall  be  considered  a  resident  of  the 
State,  in  consequence  of  being  stationed  within  the  same. 

2.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  its  first  session,  provide  for  the 
registration  of  all  the  qualined  electors  in  each  county ;  and  thereafief: 
irom  time  to  time,  of  all  who  may  become  such  qualified  electors. 

3.  No  president,  director,  cashier,  or  other  officer  of  any  banking  coio- 
pany  in  this  Slate,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor,  Senalor^or 
Bepresentative  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  so  long  as  he  shall 
be  such  president,  director,  cashier,  or  other  officer,  nor  until  the  lapse  of 
twelve  months  from  the  time  at  which  he  shall  have  ceased  to  besudi 
president,  director,  cashier,  or  other  officer. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  exclude  from  every  office 
of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  within  the  State,  and  from  the  right  of  suflbgc, 
all  persons  convicted  of  bribery,  perjury,  or  other  infamous  crime. 

5.  No  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding,  or  of  being  elected  to  any  p«t 
of  honor,  profit,  trust,  or  emolument,  civil  or  military,  legislative,  executive, 

.  or  judicial,  under  the  government  of  this  State,  who  shall  hereafter  figbt* 
duel,  or  send,  or  accept  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  the  probable  issue  of 
which  may  be  the  death  of  the  challenger,  or  challenged,  or  who  shall  be 
a  second  to  either  party,  or  who  shall  in  any  manner  aid  or  assist  in  saA 
duel,  or  shall  be  knowingly  the  bearer  of  such  challenge,  or  acceptance, 
whether  the  same  occur,  or  be  committed  in  or  out  of  the  State. 

6.  No  person  who  may  hereafter  be  a  collector,  or  holder  of  public  mon- 
eys, shall  have  a  seat  in  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  be  eligible 
to  any  office  of  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  State,  until  he  shaJl  have  accounted 
for,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  accoantable. 

7.  No  Governor,  member  of  Congress,  or  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  shall  receive  a  fee,  be  engaged  as  counsel,  agent,  or  attorney,  in  aBf 
civil  case,  or  claim,  against  this  State,  or  to  which  this  State  shall  be  a  partr, 
during  the  time  he  shall  remain  in  office. 
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8.  No  XSovernor,  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  chancellor,  or 'judge  in  this 
State,  shall  bo  eligible  to  election,  or  appointment,  to  any  other  and  different 
station,  or  office,  or  post  of  honor,  or  emolument  under  this  State,  or  to  the 
station  of  Senator,  or  Representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
from  this  State,  until  one  year  afler  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  such  Gov- 
ernor, justice,  chancellor,  or  judge. 

9.  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  term  fot  which  he 
shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  of  profit,  under  this 
State,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall 
have  been  increased,  during  such  term,  except  such  offices  as  may  be  filled 
by  elections  by  the  people. 

10.  No  minister  of  the  gospel  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor, 
Senator,  or  member  of  the  House  of  Riepresentatives  of  this  State. 

1 1.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  take 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation  :  <^  I  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  am  dvily 
qualified,  according  to  the  constitution  of  this  State,  to  exercise  the  office, 
to  which  I  have  been  elected,  (or  appointed,)  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my 
abilities,  discharge  the  duties  thereof,  and  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the 
constitution  of  this  State,  and  of  the  United  States." 

12.  Every  person  shall  be  disquaUfied  from  serving  as  Governor,  Senator, 
Representative,  or  from  holding  any  other  office  of  nonor,  or  profit,  in  this 
State,  for  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  who  shaJl  have 
been  convicted  of  having  given  or  offered  any  bribe  to  procure  his  election. 

13.  Laws  shall  be  made  by  the  [General  Assembly  to  exclude  from  office 
and  from  suffrage  those  who  shall  have  been  or  may  thereafter  be  convicted 
of  bribery,  perjury,  forgery,  or  other  high  crime,  or  misdemeanor  ;  and  the' 
privile^  of  suffrage  shall  be  supported  by  laws,  regulating  elections,  and 
prohibiting,  under  adequate  penalties,  all  undue  influence  thereon,  from 
power,  briwry,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practices. 

14.  All  civil  officers  of  the  State  at  large  shall  reside  within  the  State, 
and  all  district  or  county  officers  within  their  respective  districts  or  coun- 
ties, and  shall  keep  their  respective  offices  at  such  places  therein  as  may  be 
required  by  law. 

15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  regulate  by  law  in 
what  cases  and  what  deduction  from  the  salaries  of  public  officers  shall  be 
made  for  neglect  of  duty  in  their  official  capacity. 

16.  Returns  of  elections  for  members  of  Congress,  and  the  General  As- 
sembly, shall  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  manner  to  be  prescribed 
by  law. 

17.  In  all  elections  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  vote  shall  be  viva  voccj 
and  in  all  elections  by  the  people  the  vote  shall  be  by  ballot. 

18.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office 
of  profit  under  the  Unitea  States,  or  under  any  foreign  power,  shall  be 
eligible  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  or  hold  or  ex- 
ercise any  office  of  profit,  under  the  State  ;  and  no  person  in  this  State  shall 
^ver  hold  two  offices  of  profit,  at  the  same  time,  except  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  notary  public,  constable,  and  militia  offices. 

19.  The  General  Assembly  shall  by  law  provide  for  the  appointment,  or 
election,  and  the  removal  from  office,  of  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  in  this 
State,  not  provided  for  in  this  constitution. 
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20.  The  power  of  impeachment  shall  be  vested  in  the  House  of  V^re- 

sentatives. 

21.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate  ;  and  when  sitting  for 
that  purpose,  the  Senators  shall  be  upon  oath,  or  affirmation  ;  and  no  penoo 
shall  be  convicted,  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present. 

22.  The  Governor  and  all  civil  officers  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment 
for  any  misdemeanor  in  office :  but  judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend 
further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  aoy  office 
of  honor,  tnist,  or  profit  under  this  State ;  but  the  parties  shall  nevertheless 
be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

Militia. 

1.  All  militia  officers  shall  be  elected  by  the  persons  subject  to  raflitarj 
duty,  within  the  bounds  of  tfieir  several  companies,  battalions,  r^mcnts, 
brigades,  and  divisions,  undet  such  rules  and  r^ulations  as  the  General 
Assembly  may  from  time  to  time  direct  and  establish. 

2.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  all  the  officers  of  the  executive  stafi,  ex- 
cept the  Adjutant  General,  and  Paymaster  General,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The 
majors  general  and  brigadiers  general,  and  commanding'  officers  of  regi- 
ments, shall  appoint  such  stafi*  officers  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law:  Pt> 
videdj  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  stafi*  appointment,  unless  he  hold  a 

1  commission  in  the  Hue. 


ARTICLE   VIII. 

Taxatiim  and  revenue. 

1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  devise  and  adopt  a  system  of  re?eaue, 
having  regard  to  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation,  to  be  general 
throughout  the  State. 

2.  No  other  or  greater  amount  of  tax,  or  revenue,  shall  at  any  time  be 
levied,  than  may  be  required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  Government 

3.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  consequeoce  of 
an  appropriation  by  law ;  and  a  regular  statement  of  the  receipts  and  the 
expenditures  of  all  pubhc  moneys  shall  be  published  and  promulgated  afi- 
nually  with  the  laws  of  the  General  Assembly. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  authorize  ihesefenl 
counties  and  incoporated  towns  in  this  State  to  impose  taxes  for  countf 
and  corporation  purposes,  respectively,  and  all  property  shall  be  taxed 
upon  the  principles  established  in  regard  to  State  taxation. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Census  and  apportionment  oj  representation, 

1.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-five,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  cause  an  enumeratioo 
to  be  made  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and  to  the  whole  nuniberof 
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free  white  inhabitants  shall  be  added  three-fifths  of  the  number  of  slaves, 
and  they  shall  then  proceed  to  apportion  the  representation  equally  among 
the  different  counties,  according  to  such  enumeration,  giving  however  one 
representative  to  every  county,  and  increasing  the  number  of  representa- 
tives on  a  uniform  ratio  of  population,  according  to  the  foregoing  basis,  and 
which  ratio  shall  not  be  changed  until  a  new  census  shall  have  been  taken. 

2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  also,  after  every  such  enumeration,  pro- 
ceed to  fix  by  law  the  number  of  senators  which  shall  constitute  the  Senate 
of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  which  shall  never  be  less  than  one  fourth,  nor 
more  than  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
and  they  shall  lay  off  the  State  into  the  saine  number  of  Senatorial  districts, 
as  nearly  equal  in  the  number  of  inhabitants  as  may  be,  accordfng  to  the 
ratio  of  representation  established  in  the  preceding  section,  each  of  which 
districts  shall  be  entitled  to  one  senator. 

3.  When  any  Senatorial  district  shall  be  composed  of  two  or  more  coun- 
ties, the  counties  of  which  such  district  consists  shall  not  be  entirely  sepa- 
rate by  any  county  belonging  to  another  district,  and  no  county  shall  be 
divided  in  forming  a  district. 

4.  No  new  county  shall  be  entitled  to  separate  representation,  until  its 
population  equal  the  ratio  of  representation  then  existing ;  nor  shall  any 
county  be  reduced  in  population  by  division  below  the  existing  ratio. 

6.  tfntil  the  apportionment  of  representation  by  the  General  Assembly, 
as  directed  in  the  foregoing  section,  the  several  counties  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  following  representatives,  viz :  Escambia  three ;  Walton  one ;  Wash- 
ington one ;  Jackson  three ;  Franklin  two ;  Calhoun  two ;  Gadsden  four ; 
Leon  six;  Jefferson  three:  Madison  one;  Hamilton  one;  Columbia  two; 
Alachua  two ;  Duval  two ;  Nassau  one ;  St.  Johns  three ;  Mosquito  one ; 
Dade  one ;  Monroe  one ;  Hillsborough  one :  And  until  the  apportionment 
of  senators  under  the  census  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  sixteen  Senatorial 
districts  in  this  State,  which  shall  be  as  follows  : 

The  county  of  Escambia  shall  compose  the  first  district. 

The  counties  of  Walton  and  Washington  shall  compose  the  second 
district. 

The  county  of  Jackson  shall  compose  the  third  district. 

The  county  of  Calhoun  shall  compose  the  fourth  district. 

The  county  of  Franklin  shall  compose  the  fifth  district. 

The  county  of  Gadsden  shall  compose  the  sixth  district. 

The  county  of  Leon  shall  compose  the  seventh  district. 

The  county  of  Jefferson  shall  compose  the  eighth  district. 

The  county  of  Madison  shall  compose  the  ninth  district. 

The  county  of  Hamilton  shall  compose  the  tenth  district. 

The  county  of  Columbia  shall  compose  the  eleventh  district. 

The  county  of  Alachua  shall  compose  the  twelfth  district. 

The  county  of  Duval  shall  compose  the  thirteenth  district. 

The  county  of  Nassau  shall  compose  the  fourteenth  district. 

The  counties  of  St.  Johns  and  Musquito  shall  compose  the  fifteenth  dis- 
trict. 

The  counties  of  Dade,  Monroe,  and  Hillsborough,  shall  compose  the 
sixteenth  district.  « 

And  each  Senatorial  district  shall  elect  one  Senator,  and  the  seventh  dis- 
trict shall  be  entitled  to  two. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

Education, 

1.  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  granted 
by  ^e  United  States  for  the  use  of  schools  and  a  seminary  or  seminaries  d 
learning,  shall  be  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest  of  which,  to- 
gether with  all  moneys  derived  from  any  other  source  applicable  to  the 
same  object,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  use  of  schools  and  semi- 
naries of  learning,  respectively,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary 
to  preserve  from  waste  or  damage  all  land  so  granted  and  appropriated  to 
the  purposes  of  education. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Public  domain^  and  internal  improvements.    ' 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  pre* 
vention  of  waste  and  damage  of  the  public  lands  now  possessed,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be  ceded  to  the  Terntory  or  State  of  Florida,  and  it  may 
pass  laws  for  the  sale  of  any  part  or  portion  thereof;  and,  in  such  case, 
provide  for  the  safety,  security,  and  appropriation  of  the  proceeds. 

2.  A  liberal  system  of  internal  improvements  being  essential  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  resources  of  the  country,  shall  be  encouraged  by  the 
Government  of  this  State,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Asseoi- 
bly,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  ascertain  by  law  proper  objects  [of  improTO* 
ment  in  relation  to  roads,  canals,  and  navigable  streams,  and  to  provide  far 
a  suitable  appUcation  of  such  fimds  as  may  be  appropriated  for  sochiffi* 
piTovements. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Boundaries. 

I.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Florida  shall  extend  over  the  Ter- 
ritories of  East'  and  West  Florida,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  amity,  setde* 
ment,  and  Umits  between  the  United  States  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  ob 
the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1819,  were  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE    XTII. 

Banks  and  other  corporations. 

1.  The  Greneral  Assembly  shall  pass  a  general  law  for  the  incoiponM 
I  i  of  all  such  churches,  and  religious,  or  other  societies,  as  may  accept  tbenof; 

but  no  special  act  of  incorporation  thereof  shall  be  passed. 

2l.  The  General  Assenubly  shflU  pass  no  act  of  incoiporatian,  or  iDde 
any  alteration  therein,  unless  with  the  assent  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  each 
house,  and  unless  public  notice  in  one  or  morenewmpers  in  tbeStateshal 
have  been  given,  for  at  least  three  months  immedintdly)  preceding  ibe  s» 
sion  at  which  the  same  may  be  applied  for. 
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3.  No  banking  corporation  shall  be  created  or  continue,  which  is  com- 
posed of  a  less  number  than  twenty  individuals,  a  majority  of  whom  at 
least  shall  be  residents  of  the  State;  and  no  other  corporation  shall  be 
created  or  continue,  composed  of  a  less  number  than  ten,  of  whom  at  least 

i    &ve  shall  be  residents  of  this  State. 

nj       4.  No  bank  charter,  or  any  act  of  incorporation  granting  exclusive  privi- 

;;    leges,  shall  be  granted  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty  years ;  and  no  bank 

^   charter  shall  ever  be  extended  or  renewed. 

^  5.  The  charters  of  banks  granted  by  the  General  Assembly,  shall  restrict 
such  banks  to  the  business  of  exchange,  discount,  and  deposite ;  and  they 

^    shall  not  speculate  or  deal  in  real  estate,  or  the  stock  of  other  corporations 

^  or  associations,  or  in  merchandise  or  chattels,  or  be  concerned  in  insurance, 
manufacturing,  exportation,  or  importation,  except  of  bullion  or  specie ; 
shall  not  act  as  trustee  in  anywise,  nor  shall  they  own  real  estate  or  chattels, 
except  such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their  actual  us^  in  the  transaction  of 
business,  or  which  may  be  pledged  as  further  security,  or  received  towards, 
or  in  satisfaction  of  previously  contracted  debts,  or  purchased  at  legal  sales, 
to  satisfy  such  debts;  of  which  they  shall  be  required  to  make  sale  within 

g.   two  years  after  the  acquisition  thereof. 

^  6.  The  capital  stock  of  any  bank  shall  not  be  less  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  created  only  by  the  actual  payment  of  specie 
therein ;  and  no  bank  shall  borrow  money  to  create  or  add  to  its  capital,  or 
to  conduct  its  business,  and  no  loans  shall  be  made  on  stock. 

7.  AU  liabilities  of  such  banks  shall  be  payable  in  specie,  and  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  liabiUcies  and  issues  of  a  bank  shall  at  no  time  exceed  double 
the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  paid  in. 

8.  No  bank  shall  make  a  note  or  security  of  any  kind,  for  a  smaller  sum 
than  five  dollars ;  and  the  General  Assembly  may  increase  such  restriction 
to  twenty  dollars. 

9.  No  dividends  of  profits  exceeding  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on  the 
capital  stock  paid  in  shall  be  made ;  but  all  profits  over  ten  per  centum  per 
annum  shall  be  set  apart  and  retained  as  a  safety  fund. 

10.  Stockholders 'in  a  bank,  when  an  act  of  forfeiture  of  its  charter  is 
committed,  or  when  it  is  dissolved  or  expires,  shall  be  individually  and 
severally  liable  for  the  payment  of  all  its  debts,  in  proportion  to  the  stock 
owned  by  each. 

*  11.  Banks  shall  be  open  to  inspection,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  appoint  a 
person  or  persons,  not  connected  in  any  manner  with  any  bank  in  the  StalSi^ 
to  examine  at  least  once  a  year  into  their  state  and  condition ;  and  the  offi- 
cers of  every  bank  shall  make  quarterly  returns  to  the  Governor,  of  its  state 
and  condition,  and  the  names  of  the  stockholders,  and  shares  held  by  each. 
12.  Non  user  for  the  space  of  one  year,  or  any  act  of  a  corporation,  or 
tboqe  having  the  control  and  management  thereof,  or  Intrusted  therewith, 
inconsistent  with,  or  in  violation  of  the  pipvisions  of  this  constitution,  or 
ojf  its,  charter,  sl\all  ct^use  its  forfeiture ;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall, 
bygenerfd  law,  provide  a  supmiary  process  for  the  sequestration  of  its 
efi^ts  and  assets,  the  appoiptment  of  officers  to  settle  its  afanrs,  and  ne 
forfeited  cl^er  shall  be  restored.  The  foregoing  provisions  shall  not  be. 
construed  to  prevent  the  General  Assembly  from  imposing  other  restrictioBfr 
apcl  provisions  w.th?  cireatiqn  of  corpora^c^is, 
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13.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  pledge  the  faith  and  credit  oi 
State  to  raise  funds  in  aid  of  any  corporation  whatsoever. 

14.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  ai  its  first  session,  have  power  to  rega- 
late,  restrain,  and  control  all  associations  claiming  to  exercise  corporate 
privileges  in  the*  State,'so  as  to  guard,  protect,  and  secure  ihe  inieresis 
of  the  people  of  the  Slate,  not  violating  vested  rights,  or  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts. 

ARTICLE   XIV. 

Amendments  and  revision  of  the  constitutiofi. 

1.  No  convention  of  the  people  shall  be  called,  unless  by  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly. 

2.  No  part  of  this  constitution  shall  be  altered,  unless  a  bill  to  alter  the 
same  shall  have  been  read  three  times  in  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
and  three  times  in  the  Senate,  and  agreed  to  by  two-thirds  of  each  house 
of  the  General  Assembly ;  neither  shall  any  alteration  take  place  until  the 
bill  so  agr^d  to  be  published  six  months  previous  to  a  new  election  for 
members  to  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  if  the  alteration  proposed 
by  the  General  Ajssembly  shall  be  agreed  to  at  their  first  session  by  two- 
thirds  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  same  shall  have 
been  read  three  times  on  three  several,  days  in  each  house,  then,  and  ooc 
otherwise,  the  same  shall  become  a  part  of  the  constitution. 

ARTICLE   XV. 

The  seat  of  government. 

1.  The  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Florida  shall  be  and  remain 
permanent  at  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  for  the  term  and  time  of  five  yeais, 
mm  and  afler  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  General  Aissembly,  to  be 
holden  under  this  constitution ;  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  in 
years,  the  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  remove  the  seat  of  Gof • 
emment  from  Tallahassee,  and  fix  the  same  at  any  other  point :  Provide^ 
That  the  General  Assembly  shall,  immediately  after  the  expiration  of  ten 
years  from  the  end  of  the  said  first  session  thereof,  fix  permanently  the 
seat  of  government. 

ARTICLE   XVI. 

General  provisions. 

1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  (ot  the 
emancipation  of  slaves. 

2.  They  shall  have  no  power  to  prevent  emi|prants  to  this  State  firom 
bringing  with  them  such  persons  as  may  be  deemed  slaves  by  die  laws 
of  any  one  of  the  United  States :  Provided^  They  shall  have  power  to 
enact  laws  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  slaves  who  may  have  com* 
mitted  crimes  in  ottier  States. 

3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  2ree 
negroes,  mul^ttoes,  and  other  perso&s  of  colori  fiK>m  immigrating  to  t^ 
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State,  or  from  being  discharged  from  on  board  any  vessel,  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  Florida. 

4.  Treason  against  the  State,  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against  it, 
or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comlort.  No  person 
shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to 
the  same  overt  act,  or  his  confiussion  in  open  court 

6.  Divorces  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony  shall  not  be  allowed  but  by 
the  judgment  of  a  court,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  declare,  by  law,  what  parts  of  the  com- 
nK)n  law,  and  what  parts  of  the  civil  law,  not  inconsistent  with  this  consti- 
tution, shall  be  in  force  in  this  State. 

7.  The  oaths  of  officers,  directed  to  be  taken  under  this  constitution, 
may  be  administered  by  any  judge,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  of  the  Territory 
or  State  of  Florida,  until  otherwise  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE   XVlf. 

Schedfde  and  ordinance. 

In  order  that  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  organization  and  es- 
tablishment t>f  the  State  Government,  it  is  declared : 

1.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws,  now  in  force,  or  which  may  be  here- 
after passed  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  not  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  constitution,  shall  continue 
in  force,  until  by  operation  of  their  {provisions  or  limitations,  the  same  shall 
cease  to  be  in  force,  or  until  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  shall  alter 
or  repeal  the  same ;  and  all  writs,  actions,  prosecutions,  judgments,  and 
contracts,  shall  be,  and  continue,  unimpaired ;  and  all  process  which  has 
heretofore  issued,  or  which  may  be  issued,  prior  to  the  last  day  of  the  first 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  issued 
in  the  name  of  the  State ;  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  impair  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  or  violate  vested  rights,  either  of  individuals  or  of 
associations,  daiming  to  exercise  corporate  privileges  in  this  State. 

2.  All  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  obligations,  and  escheats,  accruing  to 
the  Territory  of  FIbrida,  shall  accrue  to  the  use  of  the  State  of  Floridia. 

3.  All  recognizances  heretofore  tal^eu,  or  which  may  be  taken,  before  the 
organization  of  the  judicial  department  under  this  constitution,  shall  re- 
main valid,  and  shall  pass  over  to,  and  may  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of^ 
the  State ;  and  all  bonds,  executed  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  or  to  any  other  officer  in  hb  official  capacity,  shall  pass  over  to  the 
Governor  or  other  proper  State  authority,  and  to  their  successors  in  office, 
for  the  uses  therein  respectively  expressed,  and  may  be  sued  for,  and  re- 
covered accordingly;  and  all  criminal  prosecutions  and  penal  actions 
which  have  ariten,  or  which  n^ay  arise,  before  the  organization  of  the 
jndhcial  department  und^  this  constitution,  and  which,  shall  then  be  de- 
pending, may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution  in  the  name  of  the 
State. 

4.  All  officers,  civil  and  military,  now  holding  their  offices  and  appoint- 
ments in  the  Territory,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  under 
the  authority  of  the  Territory,  shall  continue  to  hold  and  exercise  theif 
respective  offices  and  appointments,  until  superseded  under  this  constitution ; 
and  all  actions  at  law,  or  suits  in  <^ancery,  or  any  proceeding  pending,  or 
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which  may  be  pencUpg  in  any  court  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  may  be 
commenced  in,  or  transferred  to,  such  court  of  the  State  as  may  have  ju- 
risdiction of  the  subject  matter  thereof. 

6.  This  constitution  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  ratification  at  the 
election  for  Delegate  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  next.  Each  qualified 
voter  shall  express  his  assent  or  dissent  to  the  t^onstitution,  by  direction  the 
managers  of  said  election  to  write  opposite  to  his  name  on  the  poll  book. 
either  the  word,  "Cotwrt/ii/iow,"  or  **iVo  constUntion.^  And  in  case  the 
time  of  election  for  Delegate  be  changed  to  any  other  day  than  the  fii^t 
Monday  of  May  next,  then  the  judges  or  clerks  of  the  county  courts  re. 
spectively,  shall  appoint  managers  to  hold  an  election  on  the  said  first  Moo- 
day  of  May,  for  ratification  of  the  constitution,  and  said  managers  shall 
conduct  said  election  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory 
respecting  elections,  and  make  return  of  the  result  of  such  vote  forthwith, 
by  depositing  the  original  poll  book  in  the  clerk's  office  of  their  coQDties 
respectively,  and  by  transmitting  a  certificate  of  the  result  to  the  president 
of  the  convention,  who  shall  forthwith  make  proi^lamation  oftnesame; 
and  in  case  the  constitution  be  ratified  by  the  people,  and  immediately  after 

1  official  information  ^hall  have  been  received  that  Congress  have  approved 

the  constitution,  and  provided  for  the  admission  of  Florida,  the  presideotof 
this  convention  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  the  proper 'officers,  in  the 
different  counties,  enjoining  them  to  cause  an  election  to  be  held  for  Got- 
ernor.  Representative  in  Congress,  and  members  of  the  General  AssemUr, 
in  each  of  their  respective  counties.  The  election  shall  be  held  on  thefint 
Monday  after  the  lapse  of  sixty  days,  following  the  day  of  the  date  of  the 
president's  proclamation,  and  shall  take  place  on  the  same  day  throcgboal 
the  State.  The  said  election  shall  be  conducted  according  to  the  tbeo  ex- 
isting election  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Florida :  Provided^  however ^  That  in 
case  of  the  absence,  or  disability  of  the  president  of  the  convention,  to  cans 
the  said  election  to  be  carried  into  eflfect,  the  secretary  of  this  coovcDtioB 
shall  discharge  the  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  president ;  and  in  cay 
of  the  absence,  or  disability  of  the  secretary,  a  committee  consisting  of  five, 
to  wit :  Leigh  Read,  George  T.  Ward,  James  D.  Westcott,  jr.,  Thomas 
Brown,  and  Leslie  A.  Thompson,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  dischargethe 
duties  herein  imposedon  the  secretary  of  the  convention  ;  and  the  memben 
of  the  General  Assembly,  so  elected,  shall  assemble  on  the  fourth  Hon&y 
thereafter,  at  the  seat  of  government.  The  Governor,  Representative  u 
Congress,  and  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  enter  upon  the datis 
of  their  respective  offices  immediately  after  their  election,  under  the  pnv 
visions  of  this  constitution,  and  shall  continue  in  office  in  the  same  maoner 
and  during  the  same  period  they  would  have  done,  had  they  been  ekded 
on  the  first  Monday  in  October. 

6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power,  by  the  votes  of  two4hiidsof 
both  Houses,  to  accede  to  such  propositions  as  may  be  made  by  the  Goo- 
gress  of  the  United  States  upon  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Florida  vM 
the  national  confederacy  and  Union,  if  they  shall  be  deemed  reasonahieiod 
just,  and  to  make  declaration  of  such  assent  by  law ;  and  such  declaratiofi 
when  made  shall  be  binding  upon  the  people  and  the  State  of  Florida  as  * 
j  compact ;  and  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Florida  shall  notify  the  Presi- 

dent of  the  United  States  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  relatio; 
thereto  ;  and  in  case  of  declining  to  accede  to  such  proposition,  or  any  ptf^ 
thereof,  the  Oeueral  Assembly  shall  instruct  the  Senators  and  ReprBseoci- 
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live  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  Congress,  to  procure  such  modification  or 
alteration  thereof  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable  and  just,  and  assent*  thereto, 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  General  Assembly  by  law  as  aforesaid. 

7.  The  courts  of  this  State  shall  never  entertain  jurisdiction  of  any 
grants  of  land  in  the  Floridas,  made  by  the  Kine  of  Spain,  or  by  his  autho- 
rity, subsequent  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  nor  shall  the  said  courts  receive  as  evidence,  in  any  case, 
certain  grants  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  said  King^of  Spain,  in  favor 
of  the  Duke  of  Alag^on,  the  Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Don  Pedro  de  Var- 
gas, or  any  title  derived  from  either  of  said  grants,  unless  with  the  express 
assent  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Done  in  Convention,  held  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Governor  and 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  entitled  •*  An  act  to 
call  a  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  organizinff  a  State  Government," 
passed,  30th  day  of  January,  1838,  and  approvea,  2d  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  eight. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  undersigned,  the  President  of  said  Convention  and 
Delegates,  representing  the  people  of  Florida,  do  hereunto  sign  our 
names,  this  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  sixty-third  year  ;  and* the  Secretary  of  said  Convention  doth  coun- 
tersign the  same. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID,  President. 


Walker  Anderson 
John  L.  McKinnon 
Danl.  6.  McLean 
Stephen  J.  Roche 
E.  Robbins 
Cosam  Emir  Bartlett 
Thomas  Baltzell 
Saml.  C.  Bellamy 
Alfred  L.  Woodward 
Richard  H.  Long 
Rich.  C.  Allen 
Banks  Meacham 
John  W.  Malone 
Georsre  T.  Ward 
W.  Wyatt 

James  D.  Westcott,  jr. 
Leigh  Read 
A.  Bellamy 
John  N.  Partridge 
William  Bunce 


E.  Carrington  Cabell 
J.  McCants 
John  C.  McGehee 
Joseph  B.  Watts 
Wm.  B.  Hooker 
Wilson  Brooks 
George  E.  McClellan 
John  F.  Webb 
I.  Garrison 
E.  K.  White 
A.  W.  Crichton 
Oliver  Wood 
Wm.  Haddock 
Jose  Simeon  Sanchez 
Edwin  T.  Jenckes 
David  Levy 
W.  rt.  Williams 
William  Marvin 
J.  B.  Brown 
Edmund  Bird 
Joshua  Kkowles,  Secretary. 


^ 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original. 

Joshua  Knowles,  Secretary, 


25th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [242] 

9d  Session. 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF   WAR, 


IN  COMPIJANCB 


WUh  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  operations  for  increasing 
the  depth  of  water  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  river. 


February  20,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  February  19,  1839. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  Chief  Topo- 
graphical Engineer,  and  accompanying  documents,  which  embrace  all  that 
is  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  lllh  instant,  requiring 
information  relative  to  the  operations  for  increasing  the  depth  of  wafer  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  except  the  orders  given  and  reports 
received  in  reference  thereto,  and  the  amount  necessary  for  the  continuance 
of  the  work.  The  orders  and  reports  are  so  voluminous  that  it  will  require 
some  tima  to  copy  them,  but  copies  will  be  transmitted  at  the  earliest  period 
by  which  they  can  be  prepared,  when  an  estimate  of  the  amount  rec[uisite 
for  the  continuance  of  the  work,  which,  for  reasons  assigned  in  the  report, 
cannot  now  be  given,  will  also  be  furnished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate, 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washiugton,  February  19,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  bureau,  for 
a  report,  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  11th 
instant. 

The  resolution  desires  information  on  the  following  points : 

1st.  "What  has  been  done  or  is  doinor  towards  increasing  the  depth  of 

water  at  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  T     In  answer,  I  have  the  honor  to 

submit  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Captain  Talcott,  dated  the  13th  instant, 

which,  toorether  with  a  report  frcm  the  same  officer,  dated  November  15, 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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1838,  and  published  in  Senate  document  No.  1,  page  224,  embraces  all  the 
Information  possessed  in  reference  to  this  inquiry.  Wit&in  a  few  days  tbe 
surveys  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  15th  JNovefnber  have  been  com 
pleted  and  delivered. 

2d.  "  The  orders  given  and  reports  received  in  relation  thereto."  These 
will  be  obtained  without  delay  from  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  from 
which  the  work  at  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  has  been  lately  transferred 
to  this  bureau,  and  the  copies  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable. 

3d.  "The  amount^ of  appropriation  now  necessary,  if  any,  for  the  cot- 
tin  nation  of  the  work." 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  answer  this  inquiry  satisfactorily,  because  the 
extent  of  the  operations  for  the  ensuing  year  has  not  yet  been  determined. 

A  special  board  has  been  organized,  to  which  was  submitted  the  question 
of  the  best  plan  for  improving  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi.  The  board 
agreed  in  opinion  upon  the  plan  to  be  pursued,  but  differed  in  reference  to 
the  force  requisite  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect ;  in  consequence  of  which 
each  member  delivered  his  own  views,  in  separate  reports,  to  the  WarEte- 
partment.  Should  those  of  Ck)lonel  Totten  be  approved,  the  estimate  which 
he  submitted  may  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  next  season.  But  in  my 
judgment,  should  that  be  the  case,  and  the  operation  be  thus  limited  to  the 
efforts  of  one  dredging- machine,  two  additional  discharging-boats  ought  to 
be  procured,  in  order  to  obtain  from  the  machine  its  maximum  of  osefbi 
effect. 

4th.  "Detailed  statements  of  the  expenditure  under  former  appropria- 
tions." To  meet  this  inquiry,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  the 
&bstracts  of  expenditures  for  each  quarter.  More  detailed  statements  caaoot 
be  furnished  without  taking  copies  of  every  voucher,  which,  from  the  time 
it  would  require,  would  probably  defeat  the  desire  to  answer  the  resolutioD 
during  the  present  session. 

Very  respectfullv,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  abekt, 

Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  February  13, 1S39. 

Sir  :  hi  reply  to  your  request  that  I  would  furnish  you  with  a  statemeot 
as  to  what  has  been  done  for  increasing  the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river  since  my  last  annual  report,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  the  dredge  is  now  operating  on  the  bar  of  the  northeast  pass ;  and,  at  the 
date  of  the  last  communication'from  the  superintendent,  (28th  January,)  had 
made  a  cut  one  hundred  feet  wide,  and  nine  hundred  feet  long,  and  to  i 
depth  of  sixteen  feet ;  and  this  had  been  done  in  ten  dav^s,  viz  :  from  the 
17th  to  the  28th  January. 

The  time  from  the  10th  October  to  the  I2th  January  was  spent  in  sundry 
essays  on  the  bar  for  short  intervals,  in  moving  the  dredge  an  i  mud  vessel? 
to  the  mouth  of  Red  river  and  back,  which  occupied  one  month,  includii? 
the  time  spent  there  ;  and,  finally,  on  the  21st  December,  the  dredging  ^^ 
suspended  by  order  of  the  Engineer  Department,  dated  8th  December,  anii 
was  not  resumed  wxiXiA  \)cv^  Vivs\  SwvuarY*    From  the  12th  to  the  irth  the 
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dredge  was  operating  on  a  mnd  lump  about  mid  channel  of  the  pass,  but,  in 
consequence  of  heavy  weather,  was  compelled  to  abandon  that  position  be- 
fore entirely  eradicating  the  obstruction. 

I  have  also  to  add  that  all  the  maps  have  been  finished,  and  ihat  branch 
of  the  service  closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TALCOTT. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abfrt,  Chief  of  Topographical  Bureau.  , 


A. 

Abstract  of  disbursements  on  account  of  apprapriation  for  "  improving 
the  depth  of  water  at  the  mputh  of  the  Mississippi  river^^^  during  the 
quarter  ending  on  the  30/A  June^  1837, 

Voucher  No.   1,  paid  td  George  Harley   • 

Carey  &  Hart     -  -  - 

Henry  Delaney  -  -  - 

John  Viiu^han  &  Son     - 

Levi  Morris  &  Co. 

George  Lee         ... 

John'E.  Matthieu 

James  W.  Glass 


ii, 

(C 

u    . 

3, 

U 

4, 

(( 

5. 

u 

6, 

7, 

u 

4( 

8, 

« 

-  $537  04 

-  31  76 

«    375  74 

-  3,000  00 
-3,000  00 

-  10  00 

-      63  33 

.      62  90 

7,081  36 

Philadelphia,  June  30, 1837. 


A.  TALCOTT, 
Agent  Engineer  Department. 


B. 


Abstract  of  disbursements  on  account  of  appropriation  for  "  improving 
the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river j^^  during  the 
year  ending  the  30th  September^  1837. 


No.  of 

Nature  of  purchase  or  expen- 

Amount of  pur- 

voucher. 

diture.     ' 

To  whom  paid. 

chase  or  expen- 

* 

diture. 

1 

1 

Copper  bolls  and  spikes 

QeoTge  Harley    -           .           - 

S717  00 

2 

Iron  workmanship    - 

Henry  Delaney  -           .           - 

667  55 

3 

Materials  and  workmanship 

John  Vaughan  &  Son     • 

3,000  00 

4 

Materials  and  workmanship 

Levi  Morris  dt  Co. 

1,350  00 

5 

Instruments  - 

E.G.W.  Blunt    - 

160  00 

« 

Services        -           -           - 

John  E.  Matthieu 

James  W.  Glass  '           '          ' 

Gkorge  Lee         - 

100  00 

7 

Services        -          .          - 

50  00 

8 

Labor           .          -           - 

25  00 

9 

Iron  workmanship    - 

Henry  Delaney  -           -            ; 

1 ,097  16 

10 

Iron  Workmanship   • 

Henry  Delaney  -          -           i 

'S»a»'5B^ 
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C — Continued. 


Number  of 
voudier. 


I! 


;-i 


/ 


50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 

70 
71 
73 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
81 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

loo 

101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 


Nature  of  parchase  or  expendimre. 


Lamber     .           .  .           - 
Sails  for  schooners  Beaver  and  Otter 

Masts  and  spars     .  .           . 

Medicine  chest       _  .           - 
Navy  and  pilot  bread 

Medicine  chests     _  _           . 
Stores,  schooner  Otter 

Stores,  schooner  Beaver  _ 

•Pilotage     -           -  _           - 

Pilotage     -           -  _           - 
Labor         -        ^  - 

Labor         _           -  -           - 

Labor         -           -  -           _ 

Watchman             _  _           - 
Labor  -      - 

Clerk  and  draughtsman  . 
Materials  and  workmanship,  Balize 

Compasses,  log  glasses,  &c.  . 
Materials  and  workmanship,  new 

schooners            .  .           . 

Steam-engine         -  -           - 
Dredging  apparatus 

Machinery              -  -           - 

Inspector    -           -  -           - 

Pamters*work        -  -           » 

Shipping  crews      -  -           _ 

Sperm  oil  -           -  - 

Wood         -           -  -           - 

Transportation       _  -      .     - 

Transportation       -  -           - 

Hardware  -           -  - 

Hardware  -           -  - 
Patent  deck  lights  ... 
Tarpaulin  deck  covers 
Transportation       - 

Transportation       «  -           - 

Transportation       -  -           « 

Transportation       -  -           _ 

Transportation      ^  -           _ 

Anchors     -           -  -           „ 

Clerk  and  draughtsman  . 

Freight      -           -  _           « 

Transportation       -  -           - 

Transportation       -  -           _ 

Transportation       -  -           - 
Oflice  furniture 

Transportation       -  -           . 
Office  rent 

Drawing  paper,  blank  books,  &c.  . 

Instruments            -  -           « 
Copper  and  steel  wire,  &c. 
Repairing  instruments 
Signal  cones,  levelling  staves,  &c. 
Steel  brands      ,     - 
Clerk  hire              - 

Hardware     -         -  '  « 

•Books        -           -  ^           „ 
Storage  and  oil       - 

Lumber      -           -  »           _ 

Hose  and  pipe        -  -           . 

Stationery  _           -  «           « 

Tents  and  poles     -  «           « 


-' 


To  whom  paid,  or 

of  whom 

AmoosL 

purchased. 

George  Landell  &  Son 

$115  83 

James  Forten  &  Sons 

_, 

1,146  91 

Jacob  &  William  Donaldson 

306  71 

Joseph  C.  Turnpenny 

_ 

S28SS 

John  Hartman 

130  90 

J.  C.  Tumpenny 

^ 

_ 

65  61? 

James  Carstairs 

2T6  50 

James  Carstairs 

^^ 

David  Ore    _ 

• 

22  371 

William  Marshall 

_ 

•aSTi 

Manuel  Brown 

IS  57 

John  Fuller 

25  00 

Greorge  Lee 

WM 

I 

30  OO 

Nicholas  Morgan 

_ 

SOOD 

Waiter  Naves 

20  00 

J.  W,  Glass 

50  00 

John  Vaughan  &  Son 

25196 

J.  M.  Hughes 

- 

— 

19  5 

John  Vaughan  &  Son 

2,000  Oi1 

Levi  Morris  &  Co. 

_ 

la^oo 

Levi  Morris  &  Co. 

2,700  00 

Levi  Morris  &  Co. 

61-2  96 

J.  £.  Matthieu 

150  OC 

William  H.  Bennett 

77  W 

James  Hughes 

^ 

14  50 

Coffin  &  TAndell 

65  2» 

John  Thompson 

_ 

_ 

25  « 

A.  T.  Hale  - 

154  50 

S.  V.  Talcott 

157  3f» 

Boyd  &  Paion 

^ 

_ 

49W 

Boyd  &,  Paxon 

^^ 

^^ 

61  S 

Thomas  Nelson 

23  30 

Jesse  Williamson 

7ei2 

Charles  King,  jr. 

_ 

U2  «3 

A.  Hotchkiss 

142  a) 

A.  Gray 

145* 

Russell  N.  Isaacs 

143  « 

J.  E.  Cropsey 
John  P.  Austin 

143 .« 

_ 

7S4  09 

J.  W.  Glass 

17  75 

C.  &  F.  King 
Robert  Meade 

13  10 

190  30 

J.  W.  Glass 

161  10 

Robert  Fowler 

13  60 

William  P.  Walter 

ir^ 

W.R.  Hackley 

_ 

142  » 

Charles  Watres 

^ 

82  5d 

E.  &  G.  W.  Blunt 

172  83 

E.  &  G.  W.  Blunt 

1,79100 

E.  &  G.  W.  Blunt 

4 

104  27 

E.&G.W.  Blunt 

82  49 

E.  &  G.  W.  Blunt 

138  S 

Robert  McKay 

__ 

13  53 

Robert  Fowler 

32  25 

Abbott  &  Knight 

561=8 

E.  &  G.  W.  Blum 

15  37 

Coffin  &  T^ndtll 

85  10 

William  Carmau 

14  2^ 

William  Eekfeldt 

1^51 

E.  L.  Carey  &  A.  Hart 

1W36 

Andrew  Fenton 

^ 

I 

liKft) 
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C — Continued. 


Namberof 
voucher. 


119 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 

120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 

131 
132 
133 
134 


Nature  of  purchase  or  expenditure. 


Machinery             -           «  - 
Ballast  casks          -           «  „ 
Plumbers'  work      -           -  - 
Cabin  stove            -           -  - 
Binnacle  lamps,  &c. 
Russia  and  cotton  canvass 
Copper  bolls  and  spikes 
Workmanship  on  dredging  appa- 
ratus       -           -           _  - 
Iron,  steel,  &c.        -           -  - 
Carriage  hire 

Postage      -           -           «  . 

Blocks        -           -           »  « 

Blocks        -           -           «  « 

Chain  cables          -           -  - 
Wheel-house  and  turning  - 
Salt             .           .       *  . 

Transportation  «  -  - 
Freight  _  -  .  . 
Materials  and  workmanship,  schoon- 
ers 3  and  4  -  -  . 
Pay  roll^ schooner  Beaver  » 
Pay  roll,  jchoonef  Otter  - 
Labor  -  -  «  . 
Freight       -           -           «  . 


To  whom  paid,  or  of  whem 
purcha.sed. 


Jacob  Frick 

John  Hay    -  «  « 

Hart  &  Flanagan     - 

J.  Holland    -  _  « 

J.  W.  Hughes 

Greorge  Helmbold    - 

George  Harlry 

Levi  Morris  &  Co.  - 

Morris  &  Jones      .  - 

John. Powell 

Philadelphia'^post  office 

Patterson  &  Myers  - 

Patterson  &,  Myers  « 

A.  &  Q.  Ralston 

A.  &  J.  Sheerman    - 

Jonathan  Thomas  &.  Co. 

Andrew  Talcoit 

Union  Transportation  Line 

John  Vaughan  &  Sun 
Pay  roll  schooner  Beaver    - 
Pay  roll  schooner  Otter 
Jeptha  Reed 
John  Forsyth 


Amount. 


$53  30 
3-2  00 
23  9S 

20  87 

18  HI 

I  85 

307  12 

2,000  00 

190  34 

25  00 

23  28 

32  72 

290  ()0 

232  17 

6  36 

30  0() 

108  20 

3  00 

2,500  00 

135  00 

130  00 

117  00 

12  00 


37,774  88 


Balizr,  Louisiana,  March  24,  1S3S. 


A.  TALCOTT. 


E. 

Abstract  cf  dishiirsemtytts  made  by  A.  Talcott,  agent  for  the  United  States 
Engineer  Department^  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1838,  on 
account  of  the  appropriation  for  "  improviitg  the  depth  of  the  water  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  riverP 


No.  of 

Nature  of  purchas,-  or  expen- 

To whom  paid,  or  of  whom  par- 

Amount. 

voucher. 

diture. 

chased. 

1 

Sperm  oil    . 

Thompson  k,  Black 

S2l  25 

2 

Crockery  ware 

Robert  Tvndale 

74  01 

3 

Stores          -           -           - 

James  Carstairs 

676  43| 

4 

Hydrometers,  scales,  weights, 

&LC,                -                -                - 

James  R.  Chilton 

46  75 

5 

Rigger's  work 

M.  &,  J.  Brown  .... 

114  00 

6 

Flushing      ,           -           . 

JohnH.Blyr      -           -           - 

17  88 

7 

Hire  of  shears,  blocks,  and 

falls          -           -           . 

Hugg&Co.      .           -           - 

18  00 

8 

Plumber's  work 

Charles  M.  Sandgran    - 

91  99 

9 

Ship  chandlery 

J.  Feinour  &  Son 

97  89 

[242] 


8 


E — Continued. 


I  » 


i 


No.  of 

Nature  of  purchase  or  expen- 

To whom  paid,  or  of  whom  pur- 

Amonnt 

voucher. 

diture. 

chasexl. 

10 

Coke            -           -           , 

Philadelphia  Gras  Company 

S38  40 

11 

Ship  bre.a(l  -           _           _ 

John  Uartman  ... 

119  34 

1-2 

Dies    for    marking    public 

" 

property    _           -           « 

John  D.  Jennings           _            _ 

24  50 

13 

Letteriug  platen 

R.  P.  White      -           -            - 

325 

14 

Mattrciises  and  blankets 

A.  B.  Wilson  &  Co.       _ 

3S5  10 

15 

Pine  wood   _           .           _ 

Cooper's  wharf  ... 

13)25 

16 

Materials     -           _           _ 

Joseph  Oat         -           .            . 

105  17 

17 

Wire  brush 

H.  Bellergear  &  Co.       .            . 

15  00 

18 

Wharfage  and  fuel  _ 

E.  Chambers     ... 

165  2S 

19 

Repairing  chronometers 

Frederick  Patton            . 

25  00 

20 

Lumber        -           -           _ 

Greorge  Landell  &  Son  . 

190  07 

21 

Cabin  furniture 

Thomas  Rawlins 

24  00 

22 

Whale  boat  and  oars 

Marmaduke  Albertson  .            . 

17150 

23 

Silver  watches 

Baily  &  Kitchen 

lOUOO 

24 

Pine  wood  -           _           _ 

Doughten  &  Lingo         .            ^ 

118  53 

25 

Night  watch 

Nicholas  Morgan           .            . 

40  00 

26 

Cartage        -           -           _ 

George  Shearer 

John  Vaughan  &  Son     _ 

2  25 

27 

Materials  *« 

128  M 

28 

Painting      -           _           _ 

Wm.  H.  Bennett 

33S 

2'J 

Stationery    -           «           „ 

E.  L.  Carey  &  A.  Han  . 

550 

30 

Instruments    and    repairing 

instruments 

Edward  Draper              .            _ 

358  50 

31 

Shipping  crew 

James  Hughes  .           .            . 

19  35 

32 

Oak  wood    -            «           _ 

John  Thompson             .            . 

12  62 

^ 

Wharfage    -           «            „ 

Maria  Wood     ... 

S4  00 

34 

Labor          -           _           _ 

Brown  &Frazier           .            . 

208  75 

35 

Inspector      -           ..           . 

J.  E.  Matihieu   .           . 

155  OD 

36 

Hardware   -           -     •      » 

Boyd  &  Paxon  . 

116 '8 

37 

Hardware    -           -           _ 

Boyd&Paxon   .           -           . 

86  70 

38 

Pilotage       -           «           . 

John  Crumpit    ... 

36  00 

39 

Transportation 

C.  A.  Belin        ... 

133  90 

40 

Inspector      -           -           _ 

J.  E.  Matihieu    .           .         '  . 

KitlOD 

41 

Gig  boat  and  oars     . 

Baily  &  Marcy               .            . 

135  00 

42 

Repairs     schooner     Beaver, 

workmanship,  and  materials 

Baily  &  Marcy  ... 

325  » 

43 

Transportation 

George  E.  Chase            _            . 

22  70 

44 

Freight         -           -           „ 

P.  A.  Decan      .           .            .. 

54  00 

45 

Transportation 

JPembenon      ... 

135  90 

46 

Transportation 

George  G.  Meade 

165  30 

48 

Transportation 

John  McC.  Baker 

50  00 

49 

Office  furniture 

C.  Flint - 

49  00 

50 

Transportation 

George  E-  Chase           .            . 

45  40 

51 

W hale  boat- 

Thomas  Price   .            .            . 

80  00 

52 

Stationery    -           ^           - 

William  McKean          . 

38  00 

53 

Porterage     -           -           - 

George  G.  Meade           .            .. 

725 

55 

Pilotage       -           -           _ 

James  L.  Lathrop          _            _ 

19 '2 

56 

Towing       _           -           - 

J.  Pena  . 

10  00 

57 

Lead  castings 

Hemphill  &  Turner      .            . 

17  00 

58 

Tin  paper- cases 

William  Long  ... 

19  50 

59 

Stone  ballast 

P.  Depass           ^           .            « 

13  00 

61 

Labor 

William  Artless             _ 

SOD 

62 

Fresh  beef,  &c. 

A.  Auchinleck  .           .            _ 

10  75 

63 

Advertising 

John  Gibson      ... 

400 

64 

Silver  watches 

Whiftemore,  Blair,  &  Co.           . 

110  00 

65 

Spades,  &c.  - 
Hardware 

A.  Kirkman  &  Co.         .            . 

2100 

GG 

Willi.jm  A.  Ryan 

15  38 

67 

Office  rent    _           -           . 

L.  A.  Finley  '  _ 

90  a) 

68 

Ferriage,  porterage,  &c.      - 

George  E.  Chase 

18  57 

69 

Repairing  instruments 

Flenry  Williams 

800 

70 

Painting  office  sign  - 

J.J.  B^ox            ... 

900 

71 

Assistant  engineer  . 

George  E.  Chase 

678  00 

E — Continued. 
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No  of 
voucher. 


72 

73 

74 

75 

7(i 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

HI 

112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125 

126 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 


Nature  of  purchase  or  expen- 
diture. 


Transportation 

Assistant  engineer  - 

Pilotage 

Fresh  beef  - 

Pilotage 

Wood 

Castings,  &c. 

Stores 

Fines,  &c.    - 

Wood  and  tallow     - 

Pilotage 

Fresh  beef   - 

Wood 

Wood 

Pilotage 

Pilotage 

Pilotage  and  wharfage 

Wood 

Wood  and  stores 

Wood 

Pilotage 

Fish,  vegetables,  &c. 

Stores 

Board 

Sundries      ^ 

Sundries 

Carpenter's  work     - 

Coflin 

Medical  attendance 

Bricks 

Fresh  beef  - 

Fresh  provisions 

Freight 

Lumber 

Lumber 

Labor 

Fresh  provisions 

Utensils,  &c. 

Bunting 

Sundries 

Fresh  meat  -     . 

Carpentry    -  . 

Sundries 

Sundries 

Repairing  wateh 

Watches 

Cleaning  watches    « 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Transponation 

Transponation 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Stores 

Stores 

Watches 

Transportation 

Transportation 


To  whom  paid,  or  of  whom  pur- 
chased. 


A.  G.  Steere,  k  ByG. E.Chase,  J 

A.  Q.  Steere,  \       curator        ) 

David  Shepherd 

John  Pero 

Joseph  Richardson         - 

Meranders  Wall 

C.F.Stone        _  -  - 

Thomas  W.  Baker       -       .    - 

Sheriff  of  Charleston,  S.  C.        - 

William  Patton 

Stephen  Adkins 

J.  Lassare  .  .  . 

Antonio  Canovos 

Roque  Leomardy 

John  Capo         «  «  - 

George  Woodward 

F.  A.  Browne    - 

Owen  Meade     -  -  _ 

Thomas  Orman 

Harvey  Williams 

William  Roberts 

Robert  Fowler    -  »  « 

James  Veacock 

James  Veacock 

Walton  &  Co.    -  «  _ 

Walton  &  Co.    -  - 

John  Butler 

Alfred  M.  Morgan 

J.  Leland  Miller 

Henry  Palmer  -  -  - 

J.  Arena  -  -  - 

R.  Fowler  -  «  . 

Bien  &  Cohen   - 

Michael  Carrune 

William  Watlington     - 

Edward  Harper 

John  Pero  -  « 

S.  Salters  -  -  « 

W.  D.  Talbot    -  -  - 

Pilots'  Benevolent  Association  - 

Henry  Arien      -  -  - 

John  Clark         -  «  - 

William  H.  Sidell 

William  H.  Sidell 

H.  A.  Norris     -  .  - 

R.  N.  Isaacs       -  «  - 

R.  N.  Isaacs       -  -  - 

William  R.  Hackley     . 

William  H.  Sidell 

H.  A.  Norris     -  -  _ 

J.  W.  Glass        -  -  . 

J.  E.  Cropsey     -  »  . 

A.  Hotchkiss     -  -        .  « 

C.King,  jr.        -  -  . 

R.  N.  Isaacs       -  -  « 

H.  Selden  -  -  . 

F.  Schroeder     -  -  _ 

James  H.  Leverich 

James  H*  Leverich 

Hydc»  &  Goodrich 

A.TalcoU  -  -  - 

A.Gray  -  .  - 


Amount. 


S166 

245 

45 

9 

5 

50 

41 

8 

14 

226 

19 

11 

120 

45 

31 

150 

21 

65 

80 

224 

50 

15 

420 

8 

1,866 

1,618 

39 

11 

24 

1 

7 

6 

7 

6 

30 

19 

9 

26 

15 

6 

6 

9 

19 

15 

6 

75 

5 

46 

178 

178 

•    12 
36 

12 

12 

12 

12 

232 

58 

£2 

101 

169 

12 


10 

00 

50 

00 

00 

00 

92 

521 

10 

50i 

00 

87i 

00 

374 

00 

00 

02 

00 

80 

00 

00 

62 

94 

00 

29i 

69 

374 

00 

50 

00 

00 

874 

15 

36 

95 

80 

99 

00 

00 

8U 
25 

00 

124 

181 

50 

00 

00 

00 

80 

80 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

80 

10 

97 

00 

90 


f 
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E — Contiaaed. 


No.  of 
voucher. 


!' 


I 


134 

135 

136 

137 

138 

139 

140 

141 

142a 

142  6 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
J63 
164 
165 
166 

167 


Nature  of  purchase  or  expen- 
diture. 


Transportation 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Trausportaiion 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Transf)ortation 

Repairing  watches  . 

Patent  rules  and  triangles 

Towing 

Boat  and  oars 

Boat,  oars,  and  ensign 

Oars 

Boat  and  sundries    _ 

Sundries      « 

Stores 

Stores 

Stationery    . 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 

Payroll 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 

Fresh  provisions 

Sundnes 

Pay  roll 

Transportation 

Transportation 

Pay  roll 

Pay  roll 


To  whom  paid,' or  of  whom  pur- 
chased. 


Amount. 


J.  Pemberton      «  - 

R.  S.  Mogre 
aV.  Talcott      « 
A.  Hale 

G.G.  Meade      - 
R.  L.  Meade      -  -  - 

G.E.  Chase        -  .  . 

Whittemore,  Blair,  &  Co. 
Alfred  Moret     _  -  _ 

Bien  &  Cohen   -  .  . 

William  H.  Sumner  &  Co. 
Joseph  Morrisgn  .  _ 

A.  McArthur     _  _  - 

Richard  Swain  -  -  « 

Greorge  E.  Chase 
Irwin,  Hall,  &  Walton 
Irwin,  Hall,  &  Walton  - 
Norman,  Steel,  &  Co.    - 
Engineers,  laborers,  &c. 
Officers  and  crew  of  schV  Beaver 
Sch'r  Otter — officers  and  crew 
Sch'r    Otter — officers  and  crew 
1st  brigade  engineers     _  . 

Laborers  attached  to  1st  brigade 
2d  brigade— engineers  and  labor- 
ers attached  _  -  . 
Laborers  attached  to  2d  brigade 
Officers  and  crew  of  L.  B.  Balize 
Officers  and  crew  of  L.  B.  Balize 
A.  a.Brcath  -  -  . 
A.  Talcott  -  _  . 
Brigade  engineers,  &c.  . 
R.  J.  Alexander  -  . 
C.  A.  Belin  -  .  » 
EIngineers  1st  brigade  and  labor- 
ers attached  ... 
Engineers  2d  brigade  and  labor- 
ers attached    .           .            _ 


$36  00 
170  00 

leoo 

1*2  00 

36  00 

IS  00 

m  10 

soo 

10  371 
155  00 

51  50 
127  00 

12  00 
135  S 

11  6i\ 

161  n 

516  11 
21  i5 
230  94 
223  33 
218  88 
389  90 
2,625  50 
417  51 

2,689  61 

23  80 

1,5^35 

631  33 

39  25 

300 

1,105  50 

145  90 

1,040  16 
1,249  00 


27,666  9U 


Balize,  Louisiana,  March  31,  1838. 


A.  TALCOTT, 
Agent  Engineer  Department. 


I 


11 


F. 


C  242  ] 


Abstract  of  disbursements  made  by  A.  Talcott^  Agent  far  the  United 
States  Engineer  Department^  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year 
1838 J  on  account  of  the  appropriation  for  "  increasing  the  depth  of 
water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  riverJ^ 


1 

No.  of 

Nature  of  purchase  or  expen- 

To whom  paid,  or  of  whom  pur- 

Amount. 

voucher. 

diture. 

chased.* 

• 

'         1 

Postage       _           -           - 

Past  Office,  New  Orleans 

SjHX)  52 

2 

Shippin,^  crew 

Smith  &,  George 

79  00 

3 

Fresh  beef  -           -           - 

H.  Arien           ... 

16  03 

4 

Telescope    -           -           - 

Hyde  A  Groodrich 

38  00 

5 

Boring  apparatus    . 

A.  Hill  .... 

141  25 

6 

Lumber       _ 

J.  M.  Duncan    ... 

39  60 

7 

Provisions  «           -           - 

C.  Fevrier         _           .           . 

790 

8 

Sundries      «           -           - 

Greorge  E.  Chase 

9  50 

9 

Potatoes      -           -           - 

James  Veacock .           .           . 

12  25 

10 

Bread          -           - 

Daqnin  Brothers 

56  93 

11 

Transportation 

Andrew  TalcoU 

78  00 

12 

Transportation 

A.  O.  Breath     .           .           . 

90  00 

13 

Repairs  of  boat 

F.  Soss  .... 

29  00 

14 

Glass  funnels 

W.  M.  Sergent  &  Co.    . 

550 

15 

Provisions   -           -           - 

Robert  Fowler  ... 

4  00 

16 

Ehick,  &c.    -           .           - 

Walton  &  Co.   ... 

137  38 

•     17 

Duck  and  nardware 

Walton  &  Co.    ... 

216  25 

18 

Sundries      -           «           - 

Walton  &  Co.    - 

76  46 

19 

Transportation 

A.  T.  Hale        ... 

12  00 

20 

Board,  &c.  - 

A.  C.  Jones       .           .           . 

27  12 

21 

Washing     -           «           - 

Mrs.  Finn          ... 

9  37 

22 

Freight        -           «           - 

A.  Prada           .           .           . 

60  00 

23 

Wood 

B.  Williams      ... 

30  00 

24 

Board,  &c.  -           «           - 

J.  Baker             ... 

26  62 

25 

Fresh  meat  -           -'          - 

C.  Fevrier         .           .           . 

7  80 

26 

Muslin         -           -           - 

Solomon  Salters 

17  624 

27 

Fresh  meat  -           »           - 

H.  Arien           ... 

10  00 

28 

Postages      « 

New  Orleans  post  oflSce 

27  27 

29 

Fresh  meat  ..           -           - 

A.  Silver 

10  50 

SO 

Spy  glass     -           -           - 

Hyde  &  Goodrich 
M.  &  B.  Mullen 

15  00 

31 

Domestic     « 

42  98 

32 

Dry  goods   -           »           - 

M.  &  B.  Mullen 

106  58 

33 

Stationery   -           »           - 

William  McKean 

57  25 

34 

Glass  jars    ... 

William  M.  Sergent  &,  Co. 

3  25 

35 

Copper        ... 

Walton  &  Co.    - 

1,675  67 

36 

Muslin,  &c. 

Walton  &  Co.    . 

33  68 

37 

Sundri*»s      .           .           . 

Walton  &  Co.   .           .           . 

141  00 

38 

Sundries      ... 

Walton  &  Co.   - 

538  47 

39 

Sundries      ... 

Walton  &  Co.   ... 

VM  14 

40 

Sundries      ... 

Walton  &  Co.   ... 

338  65 

41 

Shipping  men 

Lumber       ... 

John  Smith  &,C6. 

81  00 

43 

Thomas  Laycock 

92  12 

44 

Fresh  meal  .          .          . 

Henry  Arien      .           .           . 

32  00 

45 

Fresh  meat  ... 

C.  Fevrier         ... 

15  50 

46 

Freight        ... 

E.Neuman        .          .          . 

44  59 

47 

Washmg«hip  linen 

S.  Long.           ... 

6  67 

48 

Board  and  sundries  . 

A.  C.  Jones        ... 

95  37 

49 

Transportation 

Gkor^e  E.  Chase  . 

86  15 

50 

Bread          ... 

Daquin  Brothers       .     . 

196  19 

51 

Provisions  .           .           . 

Joseph  Clark  &,  Co. 

Walton^ Co.    ... 

238  15 

52 

Hardware,  &c. 

119  06 

53 

Services,  &c. 

George  E.  Chase 

610  00 

54 

PainLs,  &c.  ... 

J.  R.Odell 

158  62 

55 

Stone           ... 

M.  H.  Deverauz 

271  63 

56 

Provisions  .          «          . 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co.       . 

160  9Q 
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No.  of 
voucher. 


] 


•  k 


I 


57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

91 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 


Nature  of  purchase  or  expen- 
diture. 


Blacksmith .  .  _ 

Domestic     -  _  - 

Provisions  -  _  _ 

Provisions  _  «    ,       - 

Provisions  -  _  '  - 
Lumber  and  joiners*  work    - 

Be^f            -  .  _ 

Castings      -  _     .      - 

Blacksmith .  _  _ 

Pilot4ge       -  «  - 

Blacksmith  -  -  - 

Blacksmith .  .  . 

Blacksixuih  -  _  - 
Bedding,  &c. 

Sundries      -  «  - 

Painter        -  «  - 

Wood  -  .  - 
Workmanship  and  materials 
Fresh  provisions 

Freight        _  .  « 

Anchors      -  „  _ 

Muslin         -  -  - 

Board          -  -  - 

Iron  chest  -  »  . 
Small  stores 

Paint  oil       -  _  , 

Hardware   -  .  _ 

Hardware   -  _  « 

Hardware   -  -  . 

Hardware   _  -  « 

Sundries  -  .  . 
Rent  of  office 

Labor          _  _  „ 

blazing       -  -  . 

Board          -  _  _ 

Blacksmith  _    •  _ 
Tin  ware,  &c. 

Stores         -  _  . 

Stores  -  » 

Stationery    -  «  . 

Medicines    -  «  _ 

Sheaves       -  _  _ 

Provisions  -  -  _ 
Mosquito  bars 

Ferrenting  -  «  _ 
Freight  of  chains    - 
Repairing  watch 

Hardware   «  .  . 

Blacksmith  -  _  „ 

Blacksmith  _  _  - 
Transportation 

Postages      -  _       .    _ 

Lumber       -  «  „ 

Machinery  -  «  _ 
Ferriages     - 
Transportation 
Transportation 
Fresh  provisions 

Sundries      -  «  . 

Sundries      -  „  « 

Board  -  .  - 
Repairing  boat 


To  whom  paid,  or  of  whom  par- 
chased. 


Amount 


Jas^n  Girard     -  _ 

M.<&  B.Mullen 

Joseph  Clark  &  Ce.        . 

Joseph  Clark  &,  Co. 

Joseph  Clark  &,  Co. 

James  Bass        .  . 

John  E.  Matthieu 

J.  Drummond    _  . 

Jason  Girard     - 

Pilots'  Benevolent  Association 

Jason  Girard 

Jason  Girard     .  . 

Jason  Gir&rd     _  - 

P.  Cadit 

B.  Bfower  &  Co. 

J.  k.  Odell 

S.E.Belknap    - 

R.  Mans 

James  W.  Glass 

E.  Neuman        - 

Victor  Wiltz     - 

M.  &  B.  Mullen 

Mess  schooner  Beaver  « 

W.  A.Violelt    . 

William  H.  SideU 

Morgan  &  Go.  _ 

Walton  &  Co.    -  - 

Walton  &  Co.    - 

Walton  &  Co.    - 

Walton  &  Co.    - 

James  Carter     - 

Palfrey  &  Co.    - 

James  Kamp     ^ 

J.  R.  Odell 

Samuel  Thompson 

Jason  Girard 

Long  &  Aldrich 

Irwin,  Hall,  &  Walton  - 

Irwin,  Hall,  &  Walton  - 

William  McKean  • 

Sickles  &  Co.    - 

James  Carter     - 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 

P.  Cadit 

M.  &  B.  Mullen 

J.  D.  Dencgre    - 

Hyde  &,  Goodrich 

Long  &  Aldrich 

Jason  Girard 

Jason  Girard     - 

Andrew  Talcott 

New  Orleans  post  office 

Baily  &  Marcy  _ 

Levi  Morris  &  Co. 

R.  M.  Berry       - 

George  G.  Meade 

Henry  Selden    -  - 

George  Miller   - 

Solomon  Salters  . 

W.  D.Tolbortt- 

Mess  schooner  Beaver  « 

H.  A.  Norris     -  . 


$19  4i 

32  12 

132^ 

169  67 

103  50 

1,16155 

13  00 

582  65 

66  49 

24  50 

47  54 

64  25 

9S& 

203  00 

^38 

203  87 

60  00 

962  15 

^00 

700 

1120 

22  53 

S9  86 

50  00 

55  48 

334  50 

112  99 

273  11 

847  05 

479  94 

57  2D 

60  00 

34  50 

34  75 

339  14 

245  81 

933 

^2^3 

442  94 

45  50 

23  50 

12  00 

169  39 

121100 

3  25 

23  75 

15  OO 

639  18 

216  09 

349  96i 

5100 

29  52 

3,237  3J 

803  00 

54  75 

24  00 

142  80 

450 

52  92i 

8  931 

42  20 

409 

13 
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No.  of 

Nalare  of  purchase  or  ezpen- 

To  whom  paid,  or  of  whom  pur- 

Amount. 

voucher. 

diiure. 

chased. 

120 

• 

Sabsistence  _          .          > 

H.  R.  Crash      .           -       '    . 

$-13  00 

121 

Sundries      ... 

H.  A.  Norris     .           .           . 

14  62i 

122 

Sundries      .           .           - 

Russel  N.  Isaacs 

12  70 

123 

Sundries      .           .           - 

,  William  D.  Tojbortt     . 

44  25 

124 

Repairing  boat  ^ 

'F.Soss- 

4  50 

125 

Subsistence .           .           - 

Charles  Linguist           . 

3  121 

126 

Paint  oil      «           .           - 

Peter  M.  Cullum 

6  50 

127 

-Netting        ... 

A.  Dechaux       ... 

750 

128 

Paints          -           -           - 

Kensington  Lead  Works 

222  43 

129 

Ship  chandlery 

John  C.  Karsher 

568  821 

130 

Joiners'  work           -           . 

J.  C.  &  A.  Kean 

593  75 

131 

Sails            ... 

James  Forten  &.  Sons    . 

586  47 

132 

Observatory  tent 

James  Forten  &  Sons    . 

116  07 

133 

Passage       _           .           . 

Bark  Ella  Hand. 

15  00 

134 

Services      ... 

Horace  Hale     .           .           . 

250  00 

135 

Services      ... 

A.  Ct  Breath     ... 

98  00 

136 

Blaekbmith  work     . 

Henry  Delany   ... 

621  99 

137 

Blacksmith  work     . 

Henry  Delany   .           .           . 

333  29 

138 

Blacksmith  work     .           . 

Henry  Delany  ... 

55  45 

139 

Sundries      ... 

Levi  Morris  &  Co. 

1,001  67 

140 

Dredging  machine  . 
Board          .           .           . 

I^evi  Morris  &  Co. 

1,336  12 

141 

L.  Foster           ... 

800 

142 

Bricks         ... 

Benjamin  C.  Williams. 

650 

143 

Services      ... 

Captain  J.  R.  Jones 

18  00 

114 

Services      .           .           . 

Captain  E.  W.  Willelt  . 

14  00 

145 

Ship  chandlery 

John  C.  Kartsher 

1,372  50 

146 

Seamen's  wages,  &c. 

James  Hughes  .           .           . 

172  25 

147 

Seamen's  wages,  &c. 

James  Hughes  ... 

172  25 

148 

Ballast         ... 

Brown  &  Frazier 

52  50 

149 

Services      ... 

M  &  J.  Brown  .           .           . 

99  00 

150 

Services       .           .           . 

M.  &  J.  Brown  .           .           . 

99  00 

151 

Transportation        .        -  - 

E.W.Willett    .           -           . 

6  00 

152 

Services      .           _           . 

George  Lee        ... 

180  00 

153 

Boats  and  oars         .           . 

J.  Morton  &  Co. 

124  50 

154 

Services       .           .           _ 

William  H.  Bennett      . 

6  00 

155 

Services       ... 

Smith  Turner    ... 

33  00 

156 

Flags           ... 

C.  S.  Wilson     ... 

20  00 

157 

Oak  wood,  &c.         -      *     _ 

J.  Burrough,  jr. 

46  60 

158 

Lumber       .           .           . 

Wainwright  &  Qillighan 

10  29 

158 

Cabin  tables 

B.  R.  Bacon      ... 

'    12  00 

160 

Salt-          .           -           . 

J«)hn  Thomas    ... 

5  30 

161 

Services      .           .           . 

Engineers,  dtc.,  Ac,  dec. 

14,783  60 

42 

Copper        -           .           _ 

J.  P.  Austin       .          -           . 

1,834  94 

45,405  611 

New  Brighton,  St.  I., 

November  3, 1838. 


A.  TALCOTT, 
Ageni  Engineer  Department. 
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G. 


Abstract  of  disbursements  made  by  A.  Talcott^  agent  for  the  Cniid 
States  Engineer  Department,  on  account  of  appropriation  for  ••  »• 
creasing  the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Tivtr^ 
during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  1838. 


No.  of 
▼oupher. 


r 


i 

1 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
S3 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 


Nature  of  parchase  or  expen- 
diture. 


Freight  -. 

Washing 

Wood     -  -  - 

Wood     -  -  - 

Lumber  -  ..  - 

Refreshments  for  men    . 

Ruler  and  ink     _ 

Mess  beef 

Provisions 

Omnibus  tickets  - 

Port  Wine 

Stores     «  -  - 

Repairing  and  cleaning  watch 

Wood     -  -  - 

Shipping  men     _ 

Bread     -  -  - 

Wood     _  -  - 

Freight,  &c. 

Washing 

Laborers 

Workmanship  and  materials 

Provisions 

Provisions       .   - 

Provisions 

Towing  and  passages     . 

Stores  for  Balize 

Rope,  &JC, 

Services  -  -  . 

Cofieeand  tea    . 

Hardware 

Blacksmith's  work 

Washing 

Postages 

Transportation   . 

Trans]X)rtation  . 

Transportation   . 

Transportation  . 

Pine  wood 

Transportation  . 

Postages 

Provisions 

Wood     -  -  - 

Shipping  men     . 

Stores     .  -  - 

Wood     «  -  - 

Rations  ... 

Stores     ... 

Stores     ... 

Diving    -         ,  - 

Fresh  meat 

Copper   ... 

Provisions 

Wood     ... 

Services .  .  . 

Fresh  proyis\oii<& 


To  whom  paid. 


Sceamboat  New  Castle 
L,  Lemon  . 

8.  J.  Wilkie 
J.  Davis,  jr. 
T.  Laycock 
William  Thompson 
D.  Felt  &  Co.      _ 
Palms  &  Johnson 
James  Veacock  _ 
Horace  Hale 
J.  Purden  &.  Brothers 
Irwin,  Hall,  &  Walton 
Blair  &,  Lanes    . 
J.  Davis,  jr. 
Phillip  &  Smith  _ 
Daqum  Brothers 
Samuel  Dowty    . 
Walton  &.  Co.     . 
L.  Lemon 
Baily&Marcy  . 
James  H.  Bass  * . 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
R.  Leiurence 
James  Veacock  . 
Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 
A.  M.  Jourdan   . 
David  Ranken    . 
Walton  &  Co.    . 
Jason  Qirard 
Margaret  Finn   . 
Horace  Hale 
Charles  Kinff,  jr. 
Richard  J.  Alexander 
William  R.  Hackley 
Charles  A.  Belin 
F.  F.  Barean 
Horace  Hale 
New  Orleans  post  office 
A.  Ql  Breath 
Samuel  Dowty   . 
J.  Tanda  &  Co.  . 
R.  Laurence 
J.  F.  Peterson     -    . 
Mess  schooner  Otter 
Mess  schooner  Bearer 
James  W.  Glass 
William  Jackson 
R.  Laurence 
William  Vance  . 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Samuel  Dowty    . 
E  Willett 
.  R.  Laurence 


AmoQoL 


S33  7S 
966 
35  00 
213  75 
419) 
35  00 
ITS 
196  75 
675 
975 
UOO 
227  56 
II  00 
215  00 
700 
S76S 
110  50 
95  89 
9  1« 
7,188  18 
1,573  0 
50  99 
522  00 
^63l 
47  50 

98  52 

99  60 
90  00 
82)( 

6?2H 

352  51 

1151 

34  00 

154  80 

172  90 

154  80 

145  90 

180  00 

166  00 

10  94 

46  25 

85  00 

600 

63  90 

103  25 

29  57 

935 

109  78 

10  00 

750 

3S2S 
79  48 

185  00 
50  09 
5«5f 


1 

15 
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No.  of 

Nature  of  purchase  ©r  expen- 

To whom  paid. 

Amount. 

voucher. 

diture. 

56 

Crockery            .           -           - 

W.  L.  Thompson 

S12  75 

57 

Provisions          _           _           - 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 

196  88 

58 

Materials            _           _           - 

Baily  &  Marcy  .           .       *   - 

070  75 

59 

Castings              _           «           - 

J.  Dmmmond    ... 

164  17i 

60 

Sundries             «           «           - 

Walton  &  Co.    .           -           - 

110  94 

61 

Shipping  men     .           _           _ 

Phillip  &  Smith  .           .           - 

15  00 

62 

Casun^             -           -           - 

J.  Drummond     -          .          - 

371  80 

63 

Sundries             _           -           - 

Long  &  Aldrich 

22  50 

64 

Sundries             _           -           - 

Long  &.  Aldrich 

189  37 

65 

Pilotage              _           «           _ 

Pilots*  Benevolent  Association   - 

17  50 

66 

Pilotage              _           -           - 

Pilots'  Benevolent  Association  - 

19  25 

67 

Castings              _           -           _ 

J.  Drummond     -           .           - 

71  12 

68 

Provisions          „           -           _ 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 

22  30 

69 

Provisions           _           -           - 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co 

52  04 

70 

Provisions           _           -           . 

R.  Laurence       .           .      ,    - 

30  50 

71 

Provisions          _           -           « 

R.  Laurence 

12  50 

7-2 

Copper  nails       -           -           _ 

F.Pascal            .           .           - 

16  50 

73 

Washing            _           -           - 

Jane  S.  Gould     _           . 

7  50 

74 

Wood                 _           -           _ 

Samuel  Dowty   _           .           - 

102  50 

75 

Wood 

Samuel  Dowty   .           .           . 

655  50 

76 

Services              .           -           - 

R.  Jones 

27  10 

77 

Freight               .           _           _ 

J.  D.  Denigre     .           .           . 

540 

78 

Board                 -           -           - 

Horace  Hale      ... 

2  25 

79 

Services              »       '    - 

A.  M.  Jourdan   ... 

75  00 

80 

Hire          '         _           -           _ 

A.  C.  Jones 

4  18 

81 

Transportation  _           -           _ 

Horace  Hale      ... 

500 

82 

Ferriages            «           _           - 

A.  M.  Jourdan   ... 

225 

83 

Board                .           - 

A.  C.  Jones        ... 

13  99 

84 

Board 

Jacob  Baker       ... 

8  62i 
11  00* 

85 

Washing            .           -           - 

Jane  S.  Grould    .           .           . 

86 

Stationery 

William  McKean 

64  50 

87 

Stationery          „           -           - 

David  Felt  &  Co. 

700 

88 

Provisions          «           -           _ 

R.  Laurence       ... 

39  50 

89 

Port  wine           _           -           - 

J.  Christee          .    ,       . 

18  25 

90 

Leeches              _           _           - 

Sickles  &  Co.     .           .           . 

12  00 

91 

Shipping  men     _ 

Phillip  &  Smith  ... 
Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 

18  00 

92 

Stores  for  Otter  _           - 

242  11 

93 

Stores  for  Beaver 

Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 

336  13 

94 

Fresh  provisions 

R.  Jjaurence       ... 

50  75 

95 

Wood                 «           -           ^ 

A.  D.  fiannanx  ... 

40  00 

96 

Freight               .           -           - 

J.  D.  Denigre     ... 

7  05 

97 

Stationery           .           -           - 

£.  Johnson          ... 

21  62 

98 

Washing            „           -           _ 

MarvTalbortt    .           .           . 
A.  l5.  Lannaux  ... 

7  87| 

99 

Wood                 _           -           - 

160  00 

100 

Provisions          -           _           - 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 

81  97 

101 

Provisions          «           _           - 

R.  Laurence       .           .           . 

37  33 

102 

Provisions          -           -           - 

Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 

143  07 

103 

Provisions          «           _           _ 

R,  Laurence       ... 

22  46 

104 

Provisions          -           -           - 

R.  Laurence       ... 

86  00 

105 

Provisions          -           -           - 

R,  Laurence       .           _           _ 

31  00 

106 

Provisions          -           _           _ 

R.  I^urence       .           .           _ 

42  46 

107 

Provisions          -           -           - 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 

175  05 

108 

Freights,  &c.      -           -           « 

Tow-boat  Grampus 

19  50 

109 

Postages             _           -           - 

New  Orleans  past  office  . 

Jane  S.  Gk)ula    ... 

26  80 

110 

Washing            -           _           « 

6  81 

111 

Shipping  men     .           _           ^ 

Phillip  &  Smith  ... 
Tow-tx)at  Pacific 

600 

112 

Passages            -           -          - 

23  00 

^  113 

Hardware 

Walton  &  Co.     . 

25  33 

114 

Shipping  men     «          -           , 

Phillip  &  Smith  ,          . 

300 

115 

Copper               -           -.           - 

J.  Stewart           ... 

83  48 

116 

Sandries            ... 

A.  C.  Jones        ... 

13  23 

in 

Services             ... 

E.W.Willett    .          .          . 

^            ^^ 
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No.  ol 
Toucher. 


f 


M 

c  I 


'A 
/I 


118 

119 

120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125 

126 

127 

123 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

136 

137 

138 

139 

140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

17D 


Nature  of  purchase  or  expen- 
diture. 


Hire  schooner  James  Cornick 

Board     -  -  - 

Services  -  -  - 

Boat 

Services  -  _  ,        _ 

Castings .  _  . 

Services  -  -  _ 

Services  -  -  - 

Services  -  _  - 

Services «  »  - 

Flat-boat 

Services  -  -  - 

Oil  -  -  - 

Sheeting 

Sundries 

Sundries 

Sundries 

Sundries  _ 

Bread     -  -  - 

Bread     -  «  „ 

Sundries 

Sails,  &c. 

Sails,  &c.  .  » 

Subsistence 

Subsistence 

Blocks,  &c. 

Blocks,  &.C. 

Cooking  utensils 

Cooking  utensils 

Nails,  lead,  &c.  - 

Hawser  pipes 

Hawser  pipes     « 

Oil  ... 

Medicines 

Medicines 

Sundries 

Pilotage  -  _  . 

Services- 

Services- 

Sundries 

Sundries 

Copper  nails,  &c. 

Wharfage 

Coal 

Sundries  -  « 

Sundries 

Paint  and  oil      « 

Smithcry  -  _ 

Lumber  -  -  » 

Chains  and  anchors       « 

Sundries  _  _ 

Chains  and  anchors 

Copper,  nails,  &c. 

Masts      »  -  « 

Sundries 

White  lead 

Oak  joists 

Hardware 

Hardware  «  « 

Bowsprit,  &c.     - 

Boathook,  staff,  &c. 

Services  -  _.  . 


To  whom  paid. 


W.  D.  Talbort    - 

A.  C.  Jones         -  « 

H.  Hermans       - 

James  Reid         -.  _ 

Robert  Jones       ..  _ 

J.  Drummond 

Thomas  Walsh  - 

Lewis  Middleton  _ 

A.  M.  Jourdan  -  _ 
R.  Jones  ^  l  ^ 
Samuel  Dowty  .. 
Horace  Hale  _  - 
John  P.  Austin  -  - 
Jacobs  &  Ca<<hman  . 
John  P.  Austin  .  . 
John  P.  Austin  .  . 
John  P.  Austin  »  . 
John  P.  Austin  -  - 
John  Hariman  .  . 
John  Hartman  .  . 
John  P.  Austin  -  .. 
James  Forten  &.  Sons  « 
James  Forten  6l  Sons  . 
James  Carstairs  -  _ 
James  Carstairs  -  „ 
Joseph  S.  Myres  « 
Joseph  S.  Myres  _ 
J.  Feinour  &  Son  « 
J.  Feinour  Sl  Son  _ 
C.  M.  Sandgran  &  Co.  « 
Park  &  Tiers     _ 

Park  &  Tiers     - 
Coffin  &  Landell 

J.  C.  Trunpenny  _ 

J.  C.  Trunpenny  _ 

John  P.  Austin   -  ^ 

David  Orr  -  .. 

Joseph  Frazier    _  _ 

Joseph  Fiazier   -  _ 

John  P.  Austin  ..  _ 

John  P.  Austin  «  . 

J.  Vaughantfe  Son  - 
J.L  Walton 

Benjamin  Hart  «  _ 

John  P.  Austin  -  _ 

John  P.  Austin  -  _ 
Kensington  Lead  Works 

Henry  Delany    _  _ 
George  Landell  &  Son.<s  « 

Owen  Roberts    »  ^ 

John  P.  Austin  -  _ 

Owen  Roberts    -  _ 

George  H a  rley    -  _ 

J.  &  W.  Donaldson  . 

John  P.  Austin  -  _ 

B.  S.  Hart 

George  Landell  &  Son  » 

Boyd  &  Paxon    -  _ 
Boyd  &  PaAon    - 
J.  &  W.  Donaldson 
J.  &  W.  Donaldson 
J.  C.  &  A.  Keen 


AmOQQL 


8335  0) 

10  00 

338  ?2 

5  00 

50  00 

60  13 

333 

38  11^ 

75  00 

eoiiO 

150  00 

460  00 

529  50 

43  SO 

139  86 

57  81 

^'3 

30  06 

49  77 

49  as 

47  2 

409  43 

469  43 

279» 

279  39 

184  6 

184  3 

29  76 

29  75 

mai 

15  6 

15  66 

900 

46  89 

46» 

14  03 

(5  50 

68  59 

68  50 

196  23 

24' & 

21  46 

24  00 

350 

IZ^ 

409  33 

116  » 

770  40 

2CMS4 

749  17 

479  » 

39  66 

249  29 

374  40 

463  23 

34  09 

650 

3191 

3187 

9^ 

13  09 

m44 
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No.  of 
▼oacher. 


160 

181 

183 

163 

164 

185 

166 

167 

186 

169 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

196 

199 

200 

201 

202 

203 

204, 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

213 

214 

215 

216 

217 

216 

219 

220 

221 

222 

223 

224 

235 

226 

S»7 

228 

229 


NatQ  re  of  purchase  or  expenditare. 


Stationery 
Bell 
Pilotage 

Bailding  schooners 
Wharfage 
Sundries 
Services 
Freight  - 
Transportation  „ 
Transportation  . 
Transportation  _ 
Tran4>ortation  . 
Tran^rtation  « 
Transportation  . 
Transportation  _ 
Transportation  _ 
Transportation  . 
Transportation  - 
Transportation  - 
Transportation  - 
Transportation  - 
Freight  - 
Chairs    - 
Table     . 
Sundries 

Drawing  board  ~ 
Drawing  board  . 
Locks,  £c. 
Muslin   - 
Instruments 
Table  covers 
Chains    _ 
Portfolio 
Coal 

Drawing  board  . 
Drawing  board  . 
Expenses 
Paper  and  frieght 
Shovel    - 
Sheeting 

Carriage  hire  . 
Transportation  - 
Transportation  . 
Transportation  . 
Transportation  . 
Machmeiy 
Services 

Postages  i. 

Services 
Transportation  . 


To  whom  paid,  or  of  whom  pur- 
chased. 


E.  L.  Carey  &  A.  Hart  . 
GteorgeHarley  « 

E.  Price 

John  Vaughan  &  Son 
John  Vaughan  &  Son 
John  P.  Austin  . 
John  Collins 
Lewis  Davis 
Wm.  H.Sidell   - 
Gkorge  Q.  Meade 
Henry  Selden     . 
S.  V.  Talcott      - 
P.  Harvy 
R.  Meade 

F.  Schoeder 
H.  A.  Norrii 
R.  N.  Isaacs 

A.  Hotchckiss    .    ' 
J.  E.  Cropsey     . 
Andrew  Qray    - 
J.  Pemberton 
Rogers  &  Co.     ;. 
William  Conklin 
John  Standridge 
John  Standridge 
Pierson  &  Bogart 
Pierson  db  Bogart 
Samuel  Walters 
Robert  Pettitt     _ 

E.  &  G.  W.  Blunt 
Elijah  Lewis 
Levi  Morris  h,  Co. 
R.  Kernan 
Keef&Kite 
Samuel  Walters 
Samuel  Walters 
John  P.  Austin  . 
John  P.  Austin    . 
Henry  Dickerman 

F.  E.  Bernard  - 
John  Powell  - 
James  Carr 

C.  J.  Whiting     - 
R.  S.  Moore 
James  W.  Glass 
Levi  Morris  &  Co. 
Estate  of  Captain  Fisher 
Philadelphia  Post  Office 
Pay  roll  for  services 
Andrew  Talcott 


Amount 


$24  24. 
;    6440 

19  50 

2,428^ 

1  718  01 

66  82 

42  00 
375 
154  80 
154  80 
164  80 
164  80 

22  50 
154  80 
154  80 
154  80 
154  80 
154  80 
154  80 
154  80 
154  80 

48  50 

22  871 
10  50 
44  76 

23  63 

49  12 
30  00 

375. 

490  00 

989 

f99U  «53 

475 

600 

17  50 

9  87 

29  6i 

107  75 

950 

300 

13  25 

164  80 

154  80 

154  80 

154  80 

46678^ 

;    643S 

•    15  78 

13,565  77 

261  80 


59,341  72| 


New  Brighton,  September  30,  1838. 


A.  talcott; 
AgetU  Enffineer  Department. 


\ 
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Abstract  of  disbursements  made  by  Andrew  Taleoitj  cLgeniferthe 
JSiaies  iSngineer  Department,  en  account  of  the  apprcpriaiian  for  in- 
creasing the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  rker^ 
during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1838. 


No.  of 
voccher. 


I:. 


1 

2 

3 

4- 

& 

6 

1 

9 

11 

Id 

13 
U 
15 
1« 
17 
18 
1» 
90 

di 

S3 


25 

» 

S7 

28 

29 

30 

31 

33f 

33 

34 

35 

9^ 

37 

SB 

39 

40 

41 

42 

48 

44 

46 

46 


49 
50 
51 

5a 

53 
54 
55 
56 


To  whom  paid. 


Jo^ph  Clark  A  Ca 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  Sl  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 
David  C.  Kerr  . 
Phillips  A  Smith 
A.  D.  Lannaux  • 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Nimrod  Hoaren 
Jafties  Denegie  . 
A.  D.  Lannaux  « 
P.  Donoho 
Phillips  &,  Smith 
Jo$q)h  Clark  &  Co. 

Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 
A.  Lannaoz.      . 
A.  Lannaux 
A.  M.  Jourdan  - 
A.  M.  Jourdan   . 
H.  Nicholl 
James  D.Denegie 

Phillips  &  Smith 
^few  Orleans  post  oi&ce 
Peter  M.  Cullnm 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Ja^e  S.  Gk)uld    . 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 

Tow'boat  Pacific,  boy    . 
H.Hale- 
H.Hem^ans 
Mirjr  Talbott     - 
J.  Linnell  - 

William  B.  G.  Taylor    . 
Peter  M.  CuUum 
Robert  Jones 
F.  Laming 
H.  Pederson 
Tow-boat  Pacific 


Joseph  Clark  dc  Co. 
DehnisFinn 
47 .     S.  Dowty 

48  r 

Wallon  &  Co.  . 

Jane  S.  Gronld  ^ 
/R.  Liainrenoe 

tR.  Laurence  -. 

R.  Laurence  ^ 

Thomas  Bein  . 


\ 


Provisions 
Provisions 
Medicinal  stores 
Provisions 
Services 

Shipping  men  . 
Wood  - 
Provisions 
Coals  - 
Freight  - 
Wood  - 
Passage. 
Shippmg  men  . 
Medicinal  stores 

Provisions 
Provisions 
Wood    . 
Wood    - 
Services 
Passages 
Services 
Freight  - 


Shipping 

Postages 

Oysters  - 

Provisions 

Washing 

Provisions 

Provisions 


\ 


Expenses  . 

Medical  attendance 

Washing 

Passages 

Fresh  proviuons 

Services 

Services 

Mileage 

Services 

Fuel,  &c. 

Provisions 
Provisions 
Wood    - 

Ship  chandlery  . 
Washing 
Fresh  provisions 
Fresh  provisions 
Fresh  provisions 
Wood    - 
Shipping  men    - 


90S 

]»& 

1187 

W% 

5tt 

4S0I 

80  01 

30  00 

SSflO 

C30 

WOO 

500 

COO 

IS  00 

8917 

59  SO 

304  00 

IS  01 

59» 

10  75 

2100 

(» 

5100 

30  1« 

S50 

31901 

1301 

M343 

500 

sso 

56  01 
450 

NOI 

750 
35  00 
ttOO 

m» 

€60 
950 

»^ 

950 

357  50 

74  50 

53  50 

160  # 
990 
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H — Continued. 


No.  of 
▼etcher. 


57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
63 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

r2 

73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
83 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
103 
103 
104 
105 


To  whom  paid. 


Joseph  Flazen  . 
P.  S.  Salvadore  - 
E.  W.  WiUelt   - 

E.  Johnson 
Walton  &  Co.    - 
John  W.  Bennett 
James  Prague    . 

G.  N.  Morrison  &.  Co.    ^ 

F.  Laming,  M.  D. 
C.  Bishop 

C.  Bishop  .  . 

Jane  8.  Gould    . 
William  M.  Fleming     ^ 
Nimrod  Hourea 
Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 
Peter  M^Callam 
Robert  Jones 
Thomas  Bein     -  1 

N.  Hoaren 

A.  C.  Jones        -        •  « 
Peter  M.  Collam 
Horace  Hale      .  ^ 
Phillips  &,  Smith 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &.  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &,  Co. 
Joseph  Clark  &  Co. 

R.  Laurence       .  ^ 

R.  Laurence 
R.  Laurence 

New  Orleans  post  office  - 
R.  Laurence 
R.  Laurence 
R.  Laurence 
James  Denegie  . 
Walton  &  Co.    « 
Long  &,  Aldrich 
Jane  S.  Gould    . 
James  Drummond 

B.  R.  Latham     - 

E.  Johnson 
Juani  lA  Lamire 
James  Nicholson 
B.  Clark 
Horace  Hale 
Tow-boat  Mohican 
Peter  M.  CuUum 

F.  Laming,  M.  D.  - 
Lema  Rolls 


Nature  of  purchase  or  ezpendi- 
ture. 


Hosiery  - 

Wood    - 

Provisions 

Stationery 

Hardware 

Pilotage  . 

Lumber  . 

Medicines 

Services 

Provisions 

Wood    - 

Washing 

Pilotage  . 

Fuel 

Medicinal  stores 

Services 

Services 

Wood     . 

Freight  . 

Board     . 

Expenses 

Expenses 

Shipping  men 

Sundries 

Sundries 

Sundries 

Provisions 

Fresh  beef 

Fresh  beef 

Fresh  beef 

Postages 

Fresh  beef 

Fresh  beef 

Fresh  beef 

Freight  « 

Hard  wax  e 

Tin  ware 

Washing 

Smithery 

Pine  wood   ^ 

Stationery 

Glazmg  . 

Port  warden 

Passages 

Services 

Passages 

Services 

Services 

Services 


Cost. 


K 


:' 


f 
tf 


$33  00 

30  00 

8  63 

31  50 

46  65 

130  00 

35  74 

61  79 

183  88 

39  34 

538  00 

13  17 

75  00 

113  50 

36  00 

15  00 

30  00 

714  00 

U  00 

18  00 

8  63 

35  65 

6  00 

69  55 

631  95 

363  10 

531  79 

59  37 

37  31 

43  75 

S7  33 

37  31 

59  37 

51  35 

930 

104  35 

13  50 

800 

337  53 

41  35 

800 

450 

10  50 

30  00 

460  00 

10  00 

33  35 

100  00 

4,765  55 

13,561  93 


New  Brighton,  S.  L,  February^  1839. 


A.  TALCOTT. 


I 
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Abstract  of  disbursements  made  by  Andrew  Talcoitj  Ag-etit  for  tkeUmUd 
States  Engineer  Department^  on  account  of  the  appropriation  fv 
"  increasing  the  depth  of  water  at  th$  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,* 
during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1838. 


i 


f 


No.  Of 

To  whom  paid. 

Nature  of  purchase  or  expendi- 

Cost. 

Toucher. 

ture. 

1 

Benjamin  Pike  &  Son    . 

Instruments        ... 

r» 

2 

James  Blensley  ... 

Drawing  board,  &c. 

7154 

3 

R.  J.  Alexander  . 

Transportation  .             «             _ 

8» 

4 

Edmund  Draper 

Rules  and  triangles          » 

169  00 

6 

Charles  A.  Belin 

Transportation  ... 

890 

6 

Philadelphia  Post  Office 

Postages             -            _             « 

66S 

7 

R.  L.  Meade       .           .           - 

Transportation  .           .-            « 

Si  69 

8 

Gray  &  Bryant  .           .           - 

Desk  and  boxes  _           '. 

26  00 

9 

James  Carr         ... 

.Transportation  .            •             _ 

34  00 

10 

R.  S.  Moore       .           .           . 

Transportation  .            « 

34  00 

U 

C.  J.  Whiting    ... 

Transportation  .            •             „ 

13  00 

12 

C.  A.  Belin        _           .          . 

Tran-sportaiion  -            .             _ 

900 

14 

Levi  Morris  &.  Co. 

Chain  and  buckets      '     « 

1,^17 

17 

James  W.  Glass 

Transportation  .            -             « 

34  00 

18 

Bowne  &  Co.      ... 

Sundne.s             .            _            _ 

600 

19 

Bowne&Co.      .           .           . 

Sundries             .            «            _ 

ITS  OS 

20 

David  Fell  &  Co. 

Stationery           .            «             _ 

1«95 

21 

New  York  Post  Office    . 

Postages             .            _            _ 

46^ 

22 

E.&G.W.  Blunt 

Repairing  instruments    .            . 

15  00 

23 

John  P.  Austin  . 

Sundries            .            «             _ 

290  44 

24 

John  P.  Austin  ... 

Sundries            .            «            _ 

em 

25 

John  P.  Au.stin   ... 

Sundries            -           «            _ 

TZTi 

16 

Service  rolls       ... 

Services.           .            »             _ 

5,61101 

26 

Benjamin  Pike  &  Son    . 

Instruments        .           .            _ 

34  00 

2t 

William  Harris 

Surgical  instruments       . 

1 

4100 

8,407  95 

New  Brighton^  S.  I.,  February,  1839. 


A.  TALCOTT. 


5J5th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  [  243  ] 

3d  iSession. 


RESOLUTION 


OP 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MICHIGAN, 


TO  OBTAIN 


w 

The  pctssage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  such  school  lands  in 
that  State  as  may  be  occupied  by  actual  settlers j  and  to  grant  pre-emp^ 
tion  rights  to  such  settlers. 


February  20,  1839. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Michigan^  That  our  Senators  and  Representative  in  Congress  ^,  and 
they  are  hereby,  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  Congress  for  this  State  to  select  other  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  which  are  unoccupied,  in  lieu  of  those  lands  which  were  located 
upon  the  improvements  of  actual  settlers,  for  university  and  State  pur- 
poses ;  and,  also,  that  they  endeavor  to  secure  to  such  settlers  their  right  of 
pre-emption  to  such  lands,  so  that  its  benefits  shall  extend  to  the  widow 
and  children  of  any  deceased  settler. 

K.  S.  BINGHAM, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

E.  MUNDY, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  February  8,  1839. 
' S.  T.  MASON. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 


26th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  £  344  1 

3d  Seaaiotu 


RESOLUTION 


OF 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MICHIGAN, 


IN  FAVOR 


Of  the  ertction  of  a  iight-house  and  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river. 


FEBRtJART  20,  1839. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Whereas,  the  east  part  of  the  Qlinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal  is  now  under 
<K>ntract,  partially  constructed,  and  is  expected  to  be  finished  ready  for 
navifi^tion  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer  or  fall ;  and,  whereas,  with- 
out me  appropriation  hereinafter  mentioned,  it  is  believed  that  great  aqd 
serious  injury  will  result  to  the  interests  of  this  State,  as  Well  as  to  the 
interests  of  commerce  and  navigation  in  general,  for  want  of  a  light-house, 
and  the  necessary  improvements  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river,  which 
is  the  port  of  entry  for,  and  the  natural  point  of  communication  with  said 
canal,  by  means  of  said  river  ;  therefore. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Repre- 
sentative be  requested,  to  use  their  utmost  endei^vors  to  obtain  from  the 
Con^press  of  the  United  States,  at  the  present  session  of  that  body,  an  appro- 
priation of  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  light-house 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river,  on  the  north  side  thereof,  at  Selvidere, 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  and  of  building  a  pier,  and  otherwise  improving 
the  harbor  at  said  place. 

K.  S.  BINGHAM, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
E.  MUNDY, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  February  8, 1839. 

S.  T.  MASON. 


Blair  A  RiveS)  printers. 


25th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [245] 

3d  Session. 


RESOLUTIONS 


or 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  ILLINOIS, 


TO  OBTAIN 


The  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a  surveyor  generates  office  in  that 

Siate. 


FtBRUART  20,  1839. 

Liaid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Whereas,  the  State  of  Illinois  is  essentially  an  agricultural  State,  and 
the  greater  proportion  of  her  inhabitants  are  deeply  interested  in  every 
thing  relating  to  the  security  and  permanency  of  our  land  titles ;  and 
whereas,  the  surveys  of  Uie  lands  in  this  State  have  been  effected  by  an 
officer  of  the  General  Government  whose  office  is  in  another  State,  and 
over  whom  our  courts  of  justice  have  no  control ;  and  whereas,  there  is 
but  a  single  complete  copy  of  the  original  field-notes  and  plats  of  these  sur- 
veys now  in  existence  by  which  the  metes  and  bounds  of  our  lands  are  to 
be  ascertained,  and  their  location  identified ;  and  whereas,  these  field-notes 
and  plats  are  constantly  liable  to  be  lost  or  destroyed  by  fire,  abrasion  from 
constant  use,  tkeir  corrosion  by  time,  bad  ink,  and  the  various  accidents  to 
which  pamphlets  and  loose  papers  are  constantly  liable,  many  of  which  are 
now  almost  illegible ;  and  whereas,  it  frequently  occurs  in  the  legal  inves- 
tigation of  the  titles  to  our  lands,  in  our  courts  of  justice,  that  certified 
copies  of  these  field-notes  are  required  as  evidence ;  and  whereas,  these 
field-notes  and  plats  are  beyond  the  control  of  the  civil  authorities  of  this 
State,  and  have  to  be  procured  by  the  parties  litigant,  at  great  expense  of 
time  and  money,  before  they  can  with  safety  go  to  trial ;  and  whereas,  we 
have  heretofore  indulg[ed  the  well-founded  hope  that  a  surveyor  general's 
office  would,  before  this  time^  have  been  established  in  this  State  by  the 
General  Government,  for  completing  the  survey  of  our  lands ;  and  whereas, 
these  just  expectations,  so  long  and  fondly  indulged,  are  likely  to  be  blasted, 
as  appears  by  the  recent  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eriJ  Land  Office  at  Washington  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  dated  June  20, 1§38,  and  also  to  the  Houi  R.  M.  Young,  dated 
January  3, 1839,  in  both  of  which  he  urges  the  necessity  of  attacbi^  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  the  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  surveying  district,  the  o^:e  of 
which  is  established  at  Dubuque,  in  the  Territorjr  of  Iowa,  for  the  more 
speedy  survey  of  the  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois :  and  whereas,  by  the 
removal  from  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  of  the  original  field-notes 
andplatsof  ourlands  toa  surveyor  general's  office  at  [Dubuque,  in  the 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 


:t 


41  i 


£  245  .]  2 

Territory  of  Iowa,  would  make  these  necessary  papers  more  inaccessible 
to  our  courts  of  justice,  a  measure  directly  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  State,  and  subversive  of  her  best  rights  and  reasonable  expectations ; 
and  whereas,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  interests  of  this  State  to 
have  the  original,  field-notes  and  plats  of  survey  on  which  the  titles  of  our 
lands  are  founded  and  their  location  ascertained  recorded  and  kept  within 
this  State,  and  alwap  accessible  to  our  courts  of  justice,  placed  as  far  as 
possible  beyond  the  reach  of  accidents  or  loss ;  therefore, 

Resolved  unaninwusUfy  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  Repi'esentatives  requested,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a  surveyor  general's  office  in  this  State. 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  the  fore- 
going preamble  and  resolution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Kepresentatives 
in  Congress,  and  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

WILLIAM  L.  D.  EWING, 
Specter  of  the  House  of  Representaiioes, 
S.  H.  ANDERSON, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


26th  OoNORiss,  [  SENATB.  ]  r  246   l 

Sd  Sessiatu 


PETITION 

or  • 

A  NUMBER  OP  CITIZENS  OP  LOUISIANA, 

PftATINa 

The  modifieaiioti  of  the  naiuralizaiion  lait?s. 


February  21, 1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  (he  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assembled: 

,  The  petition  of  the  undersigned)  citizens  of  Louisiana, 

Respectpitlly  represent?  : 

■ .    # 

That  they  are  native  born  American  citizens,  and  deeply  imbued  with  ail 
that  love  of  country  which  its  glprious  and  free  institutions  are  calculated  to 
awaken/ and  as  sucH,  they  view  with  feelings  of  deep  r^et  the  circum- 
stances under  which  thev  feel  themselves  constrained  to  address  you.  They 
find  themselves  in  this,  their  native  laud,  the  liberty  ot  which  was  conse- 
crated by  the  blood  of  their  forefathers,  aliens  to  many  privileges  guarantied 
by  the  existing  laws  to  foreigners,  whereby  thejr  have  a  preference  over  us, 
which  we  cannot  but  consider  impolitic  and  unjust. 

They  believe  that  the  naturalization  laws  have  ceased  to  accoiuplish  the 
beneficent  purposes  ipr  which  they  were  at  first  instituted,  viz :  the  mutual 
advaqtage  of  our  common  countrY  and  her  immigrant  citizens ;  that  hordes 
of  fqreigners  cemented  together  by  social,  political,  and  religious  ties,  alien 
to  the  obligations  which  they  so  readily  incur  in  our  country,  are  daily  per- 
mi)M  to  acquire  equal  rights,  immunities,  and  privileges^  with  her  native  in- 
habitc^Us,  for  the  proper  employment  of  which  we  have  no  adequate  guar- 
antee. 

Your  petitioners  are  not  specifically  connected  with  either  of  the  gt^t 
political  parties  of  the  United  States;  tliey  consist  indiscriminately  of  whigs 
and  deiAQcrais;  and,  in  making  this  avowal,  thev  cannot  but  call  the  atten- 
tion of  your  honorable  body  to  the  fact,  that  the  char^^of  employing  bribery 
in  obtaming  mioses  of  immigrant  voters  to  conUroT  our  elections,  has,  for 
yeara  past,  oeen  constantly  v^de  in  almost  all  the  elections  throughout  the 
united  States.  It  cannot  then  be  charged  to  us,  that  we  are  employing  our 
con^i^utional  privilege,  in  endeavoring  to  bias  your  minds  in  favor  ol  one 
party  or  the,  other,  but  we  consider  it  a  conceded  point  on  all  hands  that 
there  is  strong  ground  for  suspidpn  that  the  sacred  ri^ht  of  suffrage  is 
daily  prostitute  tnroughout  our  country  by  both  parlies  in  the  au'^^xxv^ev- 
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table  employment  of  foreigners  at  the  ballot  boxes,  and  the  welfare,  bappi- 
ness,  and  liberty  of  our  beloved  country  thereby  placed  in  imoiinent  penL 
This  is  a  rapidly  increasing  evil,  and,  without  some  adequate  remedy,  ve 
fear  that  in  the  course  of  another  generation  our  glorious  institutions  will  be 
either  subverted  or  finally  overthrown.  But  whether  the  fact  be  admitted 
or  not  as  having  actually  occurred,  the  possibility  of  such  a  contingency  is 
enough  to  awaken  the  keenest  apprehensions  in  the  niiud  of  every  sincere 
patriot. 

The  present  facilities  by  which  foreigners  are  enabled  to  obtain  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  American  citizens,  are  highly  injurious,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  yo^r  petitioners,  to  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of  our  freeJnstitutioDs. 
Coming  to  this  country  imbued  with  all  the  feehngs  and  prejudi'ces.of  mon- 
archical  Governfnents,  themselves  the  vassals  and  serfs  of  arbitrary  and  aris- 
tocratic despots,  they  know  not  the  responsibility  incurred  by  the  exercisi  oi 
the  elective  franchise,  and  intheir  zest  for  what  they  consider  liberty,  they 
exercise  licentiousness ;  for  with  them  these  words  are  too  often  synonimoos. 

Let  the  patriot  cast  his  eye  throughout  our  countr]^  and  witness  the  dread- 
ful deterioration  of  morols  and  increase  of  crime  in  the  United  States  io 
the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years ;  let  him  note  the  infliction  of  summary  and  im- 
pulsive vengeance  substituted  for  the  majesty  of  the  lex  scripta  or  writtea 
law,  to  whose  supremacy  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  formerly  so 
proverbially  subservient ;  let  him  see  hordes  of  beings  in  human  form,  bat 
destitute  of  any  intellectual  aspirations,  brought  up  to  the  polls  and  [bongfal 
and  sold  .like  cattle  at  the  shambles,  whose  votes  are  to  control  the  destinies 
of  the  noble  native  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  ;  let  him  perceive  the 
crime  of  perjury,  so  Common  of  late  as  almost  absolutely  to  have  ceased  to 
awaken  those  feelings  of  horror  which  it  formerly  engendered  in  the  Kxat- 
rican  community ;  let  him  witness  all  these  and  he  cannot  but  unite  with 
us  in  supphcating  our  rulers  for  protection  from  the  fearful  consequences 
which  must  inevitably  flow  from  these  accumulated  inroads  upon  our  na- 
tional character,  and  were  he  to  trace  still  further  the  cause  of  all  tb(^  evils, 
he  would  find  that  they  originated  from  foreign  immigration. 

To  one  who  has  not  looked  with  attention  to  this  subject,  the  immense 
number  of  forei^ers  landed  in  our  Atlantic  cities  would  appear  almost  in- 
credible. Withm  the  last  few  months,  some  hundred  thousands  have  arrir- 
ed,  many  of  whom  are  the  refuse  of  the  prisons  and  almshouses  in  Earope, 
and  an  instance  stands  recorded  of  seven  hundred  convicts  having  been 
sent  to  this  country  from  one  place  in  Europe. 

Wedeem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of  the  situation; 
mental,  physical,  moral,  or  pecuniary,  of  large  portions  of  foreign  immi- 
grants ;  the  records  of  the  prisons,  hospitals,  and  alms  houses,  throughout 
our  country,  which  have  already  been  submitted  to  you,  bear  evidence  more 
conclusive  than  could  be  drawn  from  any  other  source. 

To  you,  as  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  to  whose  hands  is  confided 
the  power  to  guard  against  the  subversion  of  our  free  institutions,  in  the 
name  of  all  those  dear  and  inestimable  rights  so  firmly  guarantied  to  us  by 
the  great  Magna  Charta  of  our  freedom,  by  the  memories  of  those  revo- 
lutionary  patriots  who  sealed  their  devotion  to  the  cause  with  thehr  sacred 
blood,  we  appeal  and  ask,  ere  it  be  too  late,  sonae  check  to  the  evil  of  whidi 
we  complain.  The  country,  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific,  is  suflfering  from  the  dreadful  iufliction.  Every  lover  of  his 
country  looks  ^uVi  fevt  ^tLdL%xi^\&\\\v^Tw<S\<^  ^^c^sent  situation  of  the  fordjo 
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party  throughout  the  United  States ;  we  fear  for  the  continuance  of  free 
religion,  of  equal  rights,  of  the  protection  of  the  laws,  of  trial  by  jury, 
of  the  inviolability  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  all  those  privileges 
which  constitute  us  a  happy,  tree,  and  independent  people. 

'These  evils  of  which  we  complain  are  not  the  mere  chimerical  or  visionary 
fiincies  which  occasionally  arise  in  the  minds  of  our  citizens  on  subjects  of 
a  political  nature^  tliey  are  every  day  realized  by  thousands  of  .instances,  as 
varied  and  dispersed  as  are  the  cities  of  our  glorious  country.  We  feel 
them  as  an  incubus,  hanging  around  and  watching  with  a  suspicious  eye 
all  our  movenoents. 

We  distinctly  disavow  any  wish  or  intention  to  interfere  with  or  in  a*n.y 
manner  abridge  or  abrogate  any  of  the  privil^s  enjoyed  by  forei^ers 
who  are  already  natuxafized  citizens,  or  those  wno  have  declared  their  in- 
tention of  becoming  so,  for  we  hold  to  the  principle  that  so  soon  as  a  foreign- 
er has  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  naturalization  laws,  and  for- 
sworn allegiance  to  his  foreig^n  sovereign,  he  is  dejure  an  Aiuericao  citizen ; 
we  wish  to  secure  to  them  all  those  privil^es  which  we  ourselves  enjoy;  but^ 
we  desire  also  to  have  ourselves  ^d  our  pbsteritjr  secured  from  the  future 
influence  of  strangers,  aliens,  and  enemies  now  in  a  distant  land,  for  we 
cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  dangers  which  are  gathering  around  us,  and 
wish  to  procure  the  passage  of  such  a  law  as  will  he  calculated  to  put  native 
born  ana  natural  izea  citizens  at  least  on  an  equal  footing — for  we  conceive 
that  a  man  born  in  this  country,  cradled  in  the  lap  of  liberty,  nursed  under 
the  auspices  of  our  free  institutions,  who,  when  the  first  burst  of  patriotism 
awoke  in  his  youthful  mind,  thoirgbt  of  and  gloried  iq  the  deeds  of  his  an- 
cestors, \yhose  tongue  scarce  could  lisp  ere  it  was  taugiit  the  hallowed  nam^ 
of  Washmgton,  and  who  never  knew  any  save  those  principles  acquired* 
under  the  glorious  blessings  of  liberty,  the  history  of  his  country  taught  him 
iti  liis  early  youth,  and  familiar  with  her  laws  and  institutions ;  when  arrived 
at  the  age  of  manhood,  if  he  wanted  but  one  nx)nth)  or  one  day,  of  being 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  is  denied  the  right  of  suffrage,  whilst  a  foreiffnev 
coming, to  this  country,  imbued  with  all  the  feelings  of  the  land  in  which 
he  was  ix)rn,  and  unacquainted  with  our  laws  and  institutions,  if  he  hap- 
pened to  be  under  the  age  of  eighteen  at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  is  eptided, 
without  any  formality,  the  moment  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  ti^enty-one,  ta 
the  ri^ht  of  voting ;  this  we  call  unnatural  and  unjust.  Again,  a  native 
American  is  bound  to  attain  the  a^  of  twenty-five  years  before  he  can  be- 
come a  member  of  Congress,  or  thirty-five  before  he  can  become  a  Senator 
of  the*  United  States ;  but  a  foreigner  wlio  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
need  only  remain  long  enouffh  to  tecome  a  citizen,  and  is  eligible  to  a  seat 
ill  Ck>ngress,  or  thirty  and  become  a  United  States  Senator  ,*  this,  it  inight 
be  said,  had  not,  or  would  never  happen,  but  with  the  number  of  foreigners 
daily  becoming  naturalized,  such  a  circumstance  might  readily  occur. 

These  are  a  few  amongst  the  many  evils  which  might  arise  out  of  the 
present  system  of  naturalization,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  as  they  in* 
crease  in  numbers,  so  will  they  desire  political  power  in  proportion  to  Uiose 
numbers  i  and  it  may  not  diverge  far  from  a  correct  calculatidn  when  we 
say  there  are  now  in  this  country  five  millions  of  foreigners  ready  at  any 
time  to  follow  the  bidding  of  their  leaders,  and  sustain  one  of  their  own 
class,  who  might  be  a  candidate  for  any  office. 

The  arrogant  assumption  of  political  power  with  which  a  public  mating 
of  adopted  citizens,  (although  acting  as  his  friends,)  recently  dat^V^  c»x^- 
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ehise  the  high  execativcof  an  independent  American  State,  as  regards  his 
official  courae  towards  a  foreign  criminal,  who  had  escaped  from  ponishmatf 
in.  his  own  land,  from  which  insolent  examination,  even  by  bis  own  Dati?e 
countrymen,  his  conscientions  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  our  conotry 
should  hare  been  an  adequate  protection,  was  a  manifest  breach  of  pririlfge, 
and  has  been  powerfully  expressed,  by  an  eloquent  writer,  as  but  tbe  first 
ripple  of  that  gigantic  flood  which,  if  we  neelect  the  warning,  will  ere  kng 
sweep  a\vay  every  vestoge  of  our  country's  hallowed  institutions. 

Your  memorialists  have  endeavored  thus  briefly  to  lay  before  yoa  the 
views  we  have  adopted  on  this,  to  us,  highly  important  subject,  and,  in  ap- 
proaching your  honorable  body,  while  they  disclaim  in  toio  any  attempt  to 
dictate  the  course  which  you  should  pursue^  yet  so  long  as  they  can  appeal 
to  your  honorable  body  as  friends,  brothers,  and  native  countrymen,  tbey 
will  venture  to  address  you  with  the  utmost  confidence ;  they,  therefore,  so- 
licit tbe  entire  repeal  of  the  acts  now  in  force  providing  for  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  foreiniers,  and  that  your  honorable  body  will  make  anifde  provisicD 
by  law,  for  the  protection  of  the  United  Stetes  from  the  indiscriminate  inflect 
of  foreign  immigrants,  both  of  which  they  deem  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation jDf  our  republic  and  her  glorious  institutions. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  doubt,  should  their  requests  be  delayed,  that  ere 
Ions:,  in  appeaUng  to  your  honorable  body,  or  3^ur  successors,  thenoehres 
or  tneir  children  will  have  to  sue  at  the  footstool  of  a  power  whose  feelings, 
prejudices,  and  aspirations  will  "be  alien  to  their  own.  They  cannot  bat  b^ 
ueve  that  ere  long  the  masses  of  foreigners  in  the  United  States  will,  nader 
the  auspices  of  their  foreign  leaders,  arr^y  thanselves  as  a  distinct  party  in 
oar  cduntry.  When  that  period  shall  arrive,  which  the  facility  of  forei^ 
naturalizatiotx  cannot  long  postpone,  in  vain  mtiy  they  ask  exemption  fit>m 
the  dangers  from  foreign  influence  which  now  surround  them;  they  will 
have  been  already  consummated,  already  will  the  liberties  of  our  coantzy 
have  been  overthrown.  And,  as  in  duty  bound;  yotir  petitioners  will  ever 
pray,  d&c. 
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'     A  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 


'  TTie  erection  of  a  lighthouse  at  the  inlet  of  Little  Egg  harbor. 


FfiBRUART,  20  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Coaimittee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  pr iotedi 


To  the  honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 

in  Congress  assembled : 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  elsewhere^ 
together  with  masters  and  owners  of  vessels,  continually  in  the  habit  of  using 
the  new  inlet  of  Little  Egg  harbor.  New  Jersey,  respectfully  set. forth  that 
said  inlet  is,  owinj^  to  its  situation  and  the  depth  of  water  in  its  channels, 
equal,  if  not  superior,  as  a  harbor  (for  all  coasting  vesels)  to  any  other  on 
the  seacoast  within  our  knowledge. 

We,  therefore,  b6g  leave  to  lay  before  your  honorable  body  the  necessity 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  light  house 
at  said  inlet,  which  would,^  in  our  opinion,  render  it  accessible,  at  all  times, 
by  vessels  coastwise,  and  would,  no  doubt,  prevent  many  disasters  which 
may  otherwise  occur  by  shipwreck.  The  probable  cost  of  a  permanent 
lighthouse  at  said  inlet  would  be  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

We,  therefore,  earnestly  solicit  your  early  attention  to  this  subject,  and 
respectfully,  submit  this,  our  petition,  to  your  most  favorable  consideration, 
with  full  assurance  that  you  will  take  pleasure  in  granting  a  request  which  is 
of  so  much  importance  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  a  large  portion  of  the 
commerQial  commimity. 

Very  respectfully  your  humble  petitioners. 

Dated  at  Little  Egg  Harbor,  New  Jersey,  January  A.  D.  1839. 

Timothy  Pharo  Arthur  H.  Thompson 

Joseph  W.  Pharo  Thomas  Homor 

Samuel  S.  Downs  Burnet  Rose 

Stephen  Willets,  jr.  David  E.  Sawyer 
Semore  White                               -    Job  Rose 

Samuel  Wever  James  Southnrd 

Wm.  Soay  Francis  B.  Rose 

Jonathan  W.  Johnson  A.  A.  W.  Willits 

James  Lane,  jr.  Josephus  Soay 

Barton  White  Isaac  Jenkins 

Thomas  Sawyer  John  Dean 
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Samuel  Lippincott 
Jesse  Stiles 
Anthony  Atwood 
Reuben  While 
Barnt  Sla^t 
James  M.  Downs 
Daniel  Mathis 
Samuel  S.  Atwood 
George  E.  Burton 
John  Wever 
Jandes  B.  Lone 
Isaiah  Adarns 
Noah  Edwards 
Peter  Andrews 
Joseph  Hornor 
Isaac  Downs 
Joseph  Gale 
Jonathan  Brown 
Charles  Crame 
Joseph  A.  Wever 
miegiblel 
Joseph  P.  A(}ams 
Micajah  S.  Mathis 
Jonas;  M«  Mathis 
Joseph  B.  Cox 
Thomas  Shinn 
Samuel  Parker 
Jolin  H.  Low 
Benjamin  Hoonan 
Jamais  B.  Sapp 
Hezekiah  Brown 
John  kockhill 
A.  Jones 
James  fto^eifs 
Chalkly  Seaman 
Caleb  H.  Cramer 
Joseph  B.  Cramer 
Jacob  Ireland 
Amasa  R  Mi^this 
Nathan  L.  MuilineJr 
Phinehas  Burton,  jr. 
John  Berry 
Elijah  Palmer 
John  D.  Thompson 
John  Willit^ 
Hezekiah  Slim 
William  Alsworth 
James  Price 
James  Gaskill 
Jonathan  Shinn 
Arthur  T.  Willits 
Charles  B.  Pharo 


John  K.  Pharo 
Jeremiah  Spragg 
Wilkisson  Cranaier 
Joseph  Cranmer 
Rena  L.  Johnson 
Isaac  Couch 
Beriah  Mathews 
Thomas  J.  Hartshome 
Daniel  Flanarin 
Benjamin^.  Wilhts 
Duncan  S.  Oiiphant 
Fountan  Janes 
James  C.  Slaght 
James  Nale 
Thomas  Hughes 
Joseph  Lippmcott 
Isaac  Cathcait 
Mordecai  A.  Gifford 
Joseph  Allen 
Phineais  Spencer 
Elkanah  W.  Palmer 
Joseph  Piarker,  jr. 
Capt.  John  Horner 
Joseph  French 
George  A.  Sawyer 
Timothy  W.  Falkinburg 
Jacob  f ippincott 
John  R.  knilum 
Jesse  Mathis 
Ad^m  Mathis 
Henry  Gale 
Samuel  S.  Anderson 
William  GaskiH,  jr. 
John  Nale 
Barton  Gaskill 
David  Jones 
Able  Gale' 
Charles  T.  Haines 
Benjamin  Brown 
Thomas  W.  Parker 
Aaron  Inmau 
Nathan  Parker 
William  Thomai 
Samuel  Crnnmer 
Joseph  Simpkins 
James  Pharo 
Jacob  W.  Truax 
William  E.  Bird 
Isaiah  Hall 
Uriah  Spring" 
Gideon  A.  Lippincott 
Charles  Rutte^r 


Edward  Driscoll 
Augustds  S.  Jackson 
Abram  Nichols 
Lewis  Pool 
Stephen  Adams 
David  N.  Adams 
Moses  Adams 
David  Allen 


Uriah  Qramar 
Enoch  Adams    . 
Joseph  Allen,  jr.    • 
Edward  Johnson 
James  Maxwell,  jr. 
Charles  Adams 
Recompense  Denley 


[247] 


• 


I 


'■/ 


25th  Congress,  ^  [  SENATE.  ]  [  248  ] 

3d  Session. 


MEMORIAL 


or 


SAMUEL   T.   HARRISON, 


PJUYINO 


That  the  duties  on  a  portion  of  certain  apparatus  for  refining  sugar^ 
imported  by  him,  may  be  refunded,  and  to  be  allowed  to  import  the 
residue  free  of  duty. 


February  22,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Cifhgress 

assembled: 

The  meiftorial  of  Samuel  T.  Harrison,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
Respectfully  shows  :        . 

That  your  memorialist  has  for  a  length  of  time  devoted  his  attention  to 
the  subject  of  clarifying  cane  juice  and  converting  the  same  into  sugar, 
and  has,  during  a  recent  residence  in  France,  succeeded  in  discovering  an 
apparatus,  by  means  of  which  this  object  may  be  obtained  in  a  manner  far 
superior,  in  every  respect,  to  that  now  in  use  in  the  sugar  growing  States 
of  the  Union. 

That  your  memorialist  imported,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  November 
last,  in  the  Vilu  de  Paris,  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  a  portion  of  certain 
apparatus  with  the  view  of  testing,  by  experiment,  the  superiority  of  the 
process  by  him  proposed,  and  has  paid  duties  on  the  same  in  the  amount  of 
four  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  sixteen  cents.  That  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  said  apparatus,  upon  which  nine  hundred  dollars  wijl  be  payable 
for  duties,  will  arrive  at  the  aforesaid  port  of  New  Orleans  in  the  course  of 
the  present  year. 

That  your  memorialist  has,  unaided  by  other  than  his  own  resources, 
expended  large  sums  in  the  formation  and  perfection  of  the  apparatus  afore- 
said. ' 

That  the  result  of  his  disbursements  and  the  devotion  of  his  time  as 
aforesaid,  will  be  of  considerable  value  to  the  Union,  inasmuch  as  it  mate- 
rially facilitates  certain  processes  in  the  refining  of  sugar,  and  in  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  to  every  case  \\x  which  evaporation  is  the  object,  and  that  it 
will  more  particularly  benefit  that  portion  of  the  Union  in  which  the  sugar 
cane  is  cultivated.  > 
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He  therefore  prays  that  io  virtue  of  the  premises,  your  hocorable  bodin 
may  authorize,  by  an  act  for  his  relief,  that  the  duties  so  paid  byhiniK 
aforesaid  be  returned,  and  that  he  bo  released  and  exonerated  fromiit 
payment  of  any  duties  upon  the  apparatus  so  to  arrive  tbrough  the  pn- 
sent  year,  as  in  his  memorial  is  set  forth  ;  and  your  memorialist  vill  enr 
pray,  &c 

SAMUEL  T.  HARRISOK. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


OP 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  ILLINOIS, 


IN 


Favor  of  so  amending  the  constitution  of  the  United  States^  as  to  limit 

the  Presidential  term  of  office  to  fotir  years. 


February  22,  1839. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Resolved  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  represented  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly^  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Re- 
presentatives requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  adoption  of 
the  following  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,' to  wit ; 
No  person  Shall,  after  the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  hold  the  office  of  President  of. 
the  United  States  longer  than  four  years  in  any  term  of  eight  years. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  as  it  passed  both  branches  of 
the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Illinois,  at  its  session  of  1838-9. 

BENJ.  BOND, 
Secretary  of  the  Senafe. 
D.  LUCKETT, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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DOCUMENTS 

RfLATlNO 

To  ifie  defence  of  the  northeastern  frontier  of  the  United  States. 


February  22,  1839. 

Sabmitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  to  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  300,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  ' 


War  Department,  January  7,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  2d 
instant,  enclosing  two  resolutions  o^the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the  defence 
of  the  maritime  frontier  of  the  State  of  Maine,  ^d  requesting  of  this  de- 
partment such  information  on  the  subject  as  it  may  be  able  to  give. 

In  compliance,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, dated  the  4th  instant,  which  contains  all  the  information  possessed  by 
the  department  on  the  subject  of  the  first  part  of  the  resolutions ;  and  in  re- 
gard to  the  second  part,  J  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  this  depart- 
ment, of  the  31st  ultimo,  on  the  same  subject,  made  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  December  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  Senate. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  January  4, 1839. 

StR :  1  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  on  so  much  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  ultimo,  this  day  referred  to  this  office, 
as  relates  to  '^  the  expediency  of  constructing  fortifications  or  establishing 
other  defences  at  important  and  exposed  points  on  the  maritime  frontier  oT 
the  State'of  Maine,  especially  at  Portland  harbor,  at  the  entrance  of  Ken- 
nebeck  river,  and  at  the  Narrows  of  the  Penobscot  river." 

In  1818  a  board  of  engineers  was  organized  for  the  special  purpose  of 
considering  the  subject  of  the  military  defences  of  the  country ;  and  for 
years  the  board  was  assiduously  employed  either  in  making  a  personal  ex- 
amination of  the  sea  coast,  or  in  devising  the  means  of  defending  its  exposed 
points.  During  this  period  reports  were  made  by  the  board  of  their  views 
on  the  subject,  as  applied  to  the  portions  of  the  coast  coming  successively 
under  examination ;  and  when  the  personal  examination  was  finished,  a 
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Extract  from  a  rcpo\*t  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  to  the  Secretary  of 
WoTf  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Maine^  dated 
February  20,  1839. 

In  the  view  of  the  subject,  there  is  needed — 

).  A  military  establidiment  at  the  junction  ot  Dead  river  and  the  Ken- 
nebeck. 

2.  A  military  estabHshment  at  the  junction  of  the  Mattewamkeag  and 
Penobscot. 

3.  A  military  establishment  at  Calais,  with  collateral  works  at  Eastport. 

4.  A  central  arsenal  at  Bangor. 

6.  A  fort  on  the  Penobscot  opposite  Belfast. 

To  which  are  to  be  adJed  advanced  works  as  occasion  may  call  for  them. 

We  must  here  remark  that  not  only  is  it  impossible  for  us  to  indicate,  in 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  the  proper  form  or  magnitude  of  the 
establishments  above  enumerated,  but  we  must  insist  on  the  importance  of 
very  careful  and  deliberate  examinations  of  the  ground  before  the  exact 
positions  even  be  determined.  Of  course,  estimates  made  at  this  moment 
cannot  pretend  to  he  more  than  mere  conjectures  of  the  amount  that  may, 
probably,  be  expended  with  judgment  within  the  year.  It  would  be  a  great 
advantage  if  the  sum  allowed  (or  these  objects  should  be  granted  without 
apportionment  to  them  severally.  In  that  case  it  is  thought  that  $100,000 
might  be  applied  during  the  year  to  military  works  at  the  head  waters  of 
the  Ktnnebeck ;  on  the  head  waters  oj  the  Penobscot ;  on  the  St.  Croix 
river  ;  at  Eastport ;  at  Bangor  ;  and  on  the  Penobscot  opposite  Belfast ; 
all  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  personally  inspected  the  frontiers 
of  Maine,  the  preceding  remarks  are  offered  with  difiiaence,  not  doubting 
that  actual  examination  and  surveys  may  lead  to  important  modifications, 
if  not  radical  changes. 


In  Senate  of  the  United  Statk«, 

Decembei  28, 1838. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ruggles : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  directed  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  constructing  fortifications  or  estab- 
lishing other  defences  at  important  and  exposed  points  on  the  maritime 
frontier  of  the  State  of.  Maine,  especially  at  Portland  harbor,  at  the  en- 
trance of  Kennebeck  river,  and  at  the  Narrows  of  Penobscot  river ;  and 
that  they  consider  the  subject  with  reference  to  the  claim  of  that  Sbte  to  an 
equal  and  just  participation  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union  in  the  bene- 
fits of  the  sytem  of  national  defence  embraced  by  the  constitutional  duties 
of  this  Government,  and  more  especially  with  reference  to  the  existing  con- 
troversy, so  |reatly  prolonged,  in  which  the  territorial  rights  trf  Maine  are 
involved,  a  large  portion  of  her  territory  having  been  usurped  by  a  foreign 
power,  and  being  now  held  in  subjection  thereto  ;  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved^  That  the  same  committee  further  consider,  with  reference  (o 
the  same  subject  of  controversy  and  the  right  which  every.  State  has^uadfix 
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1 
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43 

12 
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• 

From  90 

From  25 

From  30 

From  35 

Upwards 

'8 

and  un- 

and xn^ 

and  wi- 

and un- 

of 40. 

3 

der  25. 

der  30. 

der  35. 

der  40. 

CO 

1 

- 

Where  bom. 

IS 

S 

S 

i 

S 

'% 

# 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

"S 

1 

1 

e 

9 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

^ 

£ 

a 

£ 

a 

Kk, 

a 

s 

£ 

a 

£ 

H 

'■ 

United  States    > 

6 

9 
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8 
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1 
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10 


STATEMENT- 


Custom-house, 

Ctuarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

i 

Under  5 

years  of 

age. 

Prom  5 
and  un- 
der 10. 

From  10 
and  un- 
der 15. 

FrooU 
and  n&- 

with  the  name 
of  the  collec- 
tor. 

13 

• 
V. 

73 

S 

b 
16 

*o3 
16 

2 

t 

B 

4 

11 

s 

t 
6 

• 
K 

i 

e 

S 

e 

fa 

• 

Boston — Con- 
tinued. 

4th  quarter. 

1838. 
Dec.  31 

Naval  officer 
No  occupation 

Age  not  stat- 
ed, 9 

1 

125 

150 

4 

15 

29 

1 

307 

169 

Newport  dis- 
trict. 
Wm.  Liitlefield, 
collector. 
1st  quarter. 

Mar.  31 

Mechanic     - 

1 

1 

2d  quarter. 

June  30 

Surgeon 
Mechanics   - 
Merchants   • 
No  occupation 

1 

10 

4 

2 

6 

1 
3 

1 
3 

17 

6 

3d  quarter. 

Sept.  30 

Merchants   • 
Mechanics   - 
No  occupation 

4 
2 
6 

2 

12 

2 

Providence  dis- 
trict, 

1st  quarter. 

Mar.  31 

Merchant     - 
Missionary  - 
Servant 

1 
1 
1 

1 

3 
J 

3 

1    f 
2d  ^quarter. 

June  30 

Mechanic    • 

Manufacturers 

Farmer 

1 
5 

1 

4 

1 

7 

4 

3d  quarter. 

Sept.  30 

Mechanics  - 
Farmer 
Laborer 
Clergyman  - 
No  occupation 

3 
1 
1 
1 
3 

12 

1 

^^^^ 

9 

12 

2 

1 

11 


[  252  ] 


Continued. 


Fiom  20 
and  un- 
der 25. 

From  25 
and  un- 
der  30. 

From  30 
and  un- 
der 35. 

From  35 
and  un- 
der 40. 

Upwards 
of  40: 

•8 
S 

<n 

O 

a 

C 

8    1 

Where  born. 

• 

• 

• 

a 

i 

• 

a 

a; 

41 

• 

Ci 
CO 

74 

6 
3 
1 

3 

• 

•a 

B 
21 

r  ■ 

• 

1 

1 

21 

» 
3 

a 

5 

1 

S 

29 

4 
2 
1 
1 

a 

9 

1 

1 

• 

o 

26 

1 

1 

1 
1 

•a 

a 

8 
3 

1 

• 

• 

'3 

Prussia 
Germany 
Austria 
Italv 

Unknown 
Age  not  stated, 
9-1- 

3 

8 
2 
1 

7 

87 

367 

169 

485 

1 

1 
2 

3 

United  States    • 

1 

Caba     - 
United  Stales    - 

1 

5 
3 

t 

.    2 

15 

1 
11 

8 

23 

England 
United  States     - 

2 

12 

2 

14 

Cuba 

United  States    - 

1 
2 

• 

3 

3 

Scotland 
Ireland 

• 

6 
1 

7 

4 

2 

4 

11 

3 

Nova  Scotia 
Gfrcat  Britain    - 
Ireland 

4 
3 
2 

11 
1 

• 

1 

9 

12 

21 

[252] 


12 


STATEMENT- 


J 


: 


fl 


Custom-house, 

Ctuarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

• 
CO 

• 
• 

a 

Under  5 

years  of 

age. 

From  5 
and  un- 
der 10. 

From  K 
and' un- 
der 15. 

! 

1  From  15 
and  D> 
der  2a 

with  the  name 
of  the  collec- 
tor. 

• 

a; 
1 

at 

s 

• 

• 

a 

10 

'a 
2 

i 

a 

e 

* 

V 

a 

Providence  dis- 

tria— 

Continued. 

4ih  quarter. 

1838. 
Dec.  31 

No  occupation 

1 

1 

■  — 

New  Haven. 
1st  quarter. 

Mar.  31 

Mariners 
No  occupation 

2 

1 

• 

3 

2d  quarter. 

June  30 

Mariner 

1 

2 

i 

I 

1 

1 

1 

t 

3d  quarter. 

Sept  30 

Farmers 
Mechanic     - 
Mariner 
Merchants   • 
No  occupation 

2 

1 
1 
4 
6 

t 

6 

14 

6 

4th  quarter. 

Dec.  31 

Planters 
Merchant     - 
Magistrates  - 
Mechanics   - 
No  occupation 

2 

1 
2 
2 

2 

7 

2 

Ntip  Londim. 
1st  quarter. 

i 

Mar.  31 

Shipmaster  - 
Seamstress  - 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

2d  quarter. 

June  30 

Merchant     - 

1 

3d  quarter. 

Sept.  30 

Mariners 
No  occupation 

4 
5 

9 

Continued. 


13 
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From2Q 
and  un- 
der 25. 

From  25 
and  un- 
der 30. 

From  30 
and  un- 
der 35. 

From  35 
and  un- 
der 40. 

Upwards 
of  40. 

Age  and  sex  not  stated. 

■ 

Where  bom. 

• 
Of 

Females. 

• 
CO 

• 
00 

e 

fa 

• 

• 
•X. 

'3 

2 

1 

CO 

a 

fa 

2 

• 
0) 

;a 

1 
1 

• 
M 

i 

fa 

* 

2 

• 

73 
2 

73 

a 

fa 

1 

• 

.2 

• 
1 

2 

3 

1 

M 

B 

fa 

1 

• 

73 
Z 
H 

United  States    - 

■ 

1 

United  States    - 
Spam 

2 

1 

1 

3 

^ 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 
2 

United  States    - 

1 

' 

4 
2 

France 

Spain 

Great  Britain    • 

Brit.  Am.  Colon's 

United  States    - 

3 
3 

1 
4 
3 

4 
2 

2 

14 

6 

20 

Brit.  West  Indies 
Qreat  Britain    - 

3 
4 

2 

7 

2 

9 

United  States    - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

England 

1 

1 

United  States    - 

9 

5 

9 

9 

[252] 
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STATEMENT- 


I    « 


Under  5   Prctai  5    1 

Prom  10  Ftob  tt 

• 

years  of 

and  an- 

and  un-  and  ob- 

age. 

der  10. 

dar  15.    der^^Ot 

Custom-house, 

Gluarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

• 

, 

with  tlie  name 

of  the  collec- 

• 

tor. 

8 

• 

S 

5      .    8 

S 

"3 

S 

"3 

t     s 

S     S    5 

H 

S 

13 

Q 

^       g 

"3 

1      a     1 

S 

S 

&4 

S      £ 

1 

^ 

h  2ii 

183a 

New  Y9rk  dis- 

Mar.  31 

Merchants   - 

217 

1 

irict. 

Mechanics   - 
Mariners 

91 
25 

• 

_ 

J.  Uojrt,  collec- 

Farmers 

128 

tor. 

Laborers 

34 

1 

t 

Ph]rsicians  - 

16 

1st  quarter. 

Clergymen  - 

9 

Artists 

6 

Dressmakers 

>     1 

No  occupation 

413 

316 

« 

« 

• 

Age  and  sex 
not  stated,  96 

. 

• 

939 

317 

42 

47 

26 

31 

40 

21    70   2 

June  30 

Merchants  • 

388 

Mechanics  - 

697 

Mariners     - 

54 

' 

Farmers 

1,309 

Laborers 

713 

Physicians   -  - 

26 

Clergymen  - 

14 

Artists 

9 

• 

Dressmakers 

20 

\ 

No  occupation 

2,105 

3,312 

8d  quarter. 

* 

Age  &  sex  not 

• 

stated,  575 

5,315 

3,132 

372 

326 

329   300   : 

t-28  S 

54  til3  M31 

Sept.  30 

Merchants   • 
Mechanics  - 

263 
808 

3d  quarter. 

Mariners 

33 

Farmers 

1,158 

1 

Laborers 

953 

PbjTsicians   • 

39 

Clergvmea  - 

16 

Artistis 

13 

1 

1 

1       1      ' 

/ 


15 


[  252  ] 


Continued. 


From  20 

From  25 

From  30 

From  35 

Upwards 

• 

- 

and  un- 

and un- 

and un- 

and un- 

of 40. 

i 

♦* 

der  25. 

der  30. 

der  35. 

der  40. 

o 

M 

Where  born. 

% 

- 

CO* 

9J 

• 
GO 

• 

t 

• 

i 

. 

1 

i 

S 

!• 

"3 

a 

CB4 

V) 
0) 

•a 
IS 

"3 

13 

3 

B 

Si 

cs 

6 

CB 

1 

2 

a 

1 

• 

United  States    - 

231 

46 

Great  Britain    - 

481 

177 

France 

60 

25 

Switzerland 

16 

3 

• 

Germany 

116 

60 

Russia 

1 

Prussia 

2 

Austria 

1 

1 

• 

• 

• 

1 

Denmark 
Holland 
Spain 
Portugal 
Italy 
Poland 
Mexico 
West  Indies 
Brit.  Am.  poss'ns 
Age  and  sex  not 
stated,  96-1- 

4 

3 

14 

1 

1 
1 
5 
4 
8 

5 

181^ 

44 

167 

57 

137 

31 

121 

18 

• 

155 

42 

96 

939 

317 

1,353 

United  States    - 

310 

148 

Great  Britain    - 

3,381 

2,156 

France 

390 

228 

^ 

' 

Switzerlaud 

54 

25 

^ 

■ 

V 

' 

Germany 
Russia 
Prussia 
Austria 
Denmark 
Sweden 
Spain 
Portugal 
Italy 
Poland 
Egypt 
Africa 

South  America  - 
West  Indies 
Canada 
Nova  Scotia 
Age  and  sex  not 
slaled,  675-1- 

903 

10 

78 

1 

8 

3 

57 

3 

21 

4 

1 

2 

16 

58 

13 

2 

475 

50 

2 

2 

10 

* 

4 
24 

7 

1 

1174 

574 

915 

384 

588 

248 

335 

176 

741 

439 

575 

5,315 

3,133 

9,083 

Great  Britain    - 

2,933 

3,105 
158 

« 

United  States    - 

458 

\ 

1 

) 

I    * 

Germany 

France 

Switzerland 

Denmark 

j^weden 

Atistria 

1,439 

155 

33 

11 

13 

9 

865 
59 

4 

1 

• 

1252] 


16 


STATEMENT- 


Custom-hoase, 

Cluarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

CO 

6 

tX4 

Under  5 

years  of 

age. 

From  5 
and  an- 
der  10. 

From  10  From  I 
and  UQ-  asd(3 
der  15.    dti^ 

with  the  name 
of  the  collec- 
tor. 

• 

• 
Vi 

"3 

"3 

• 

s 

• 
03 

• 

6 

e 

£ 

r. 
<- 

New  York  dis- 
iriU— 

3d  quarter- 
Continued. 

183a 
Sept.  30 

Milliners 
Dressmakers 
No.  occupation 

Age  &  sex  not 
stated,  626 

1,966 

,      9 
10 

3,278 

5,249 

3,297 

124 

396 

333 

293 

330 

249 

46r 

K6 

Dec.  31 

Merchants    - 
Mechanics    - 
Mariners      - 
Farmers 
Laborers 
Physicians    - 
Clergymen  - 
Ariist 

Dressmakers 
No  occupation 

257 

600 

40 

547 

210 

36 

20 

1 

1,414 

23 

1,801 

4th  quarter. 

* 

« 

1 

Age  &  sex  not 
Slated,  440 

229 

206 

187 

186 

198 

163 

266 

3,125 

1,824 

21i 

Philadelphia 
district. 
Q.  Wolf,  col- 
lector. 

ls|  quarter. 

Mar.  31 

Laborers  •  - 
Merchants   - 
Mechanics  - 
Farmers 
Mariners 
Cler^man  - 
Naval  officers 
Army  officers 
No  occupation 

4 

7 
18 
3 
4 
1 
2 
1 
4 

10 

2 

4 

1 

I 

1 

2 

44 

10 

< 

[4S8] 


FrcmaO 

From  -25 

From  30 

From  35 

Up*aid 

1 

anj  un- 

and un- 

and un- 

and un- 

-il" 40. 

2 

der  25. 

der  30. 

der  35. 

der  4a 

g 

Where  born. 

2 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

t 
1 

I 
1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

PmssJB 

SI 

41 

Holtaod 

t 

(i 

Portugal 

llaly 

SoDih  AmericB- 

14 
35 
II 
9 

5 

1' 

3 

' 

Wesl  Indies      - 

50 

SI 

Mexico 

3 

Texas 

3 

Morocco 

4 

Poland 

5 

Cansda 

9 

Novi  Scotia      - 

7 

Age  and  sex  not 
staled,  6-26-1- 

sm 

638 

933 

134 

5<G 

37D 

399 

183 

334 

Ml 

m 

5,349 

3,297 

9,179 

Uaited  States    - 

410 

H3 

Grcar  Bruaia    - 

l,fi58 

i,ii:,.') 

! 

QerniBny 
France 

692 
ad9 

■I  Oft 

1-23 

Swiizerland 

Russia 

1 

Prussia 

29 

IS 

Austria 

4 

Poland 

13 

Sweden  &Den'rk 

15 

Holl:md 

3 

I 

Spain 

lli 

3 

Ii^y 

6 

PoilugaL 

2 

Soulh  America- 

6 

4 

West  Indie.-!      • 

33 

M 

Mexico 

3 

Texas                -           I   1 

Bast  Indies       - 

1 

Egypt 

3 

Cinada 

13 

a 

Nova  Sroiia      - 

6 

1 

Age  and  sex  not; 
staled,  440-1- ! 

«35 

»5 

533 

m 

344 

16S 

2-20 

13 

533 

260 

m 

3.135 

,Bai 

5,3W 

United  Stales    • 

33 

7 

a.  Briiain&Irel'd 

8 

3 

Cuba 

t 

France 

1 

Poland 

1 

It 

3 

_7_ 

3 

_2_ 

5 

1 

_e_ 

_ 

44 

10 

M 

[959] 


18 


STATEMENT- 


Under  5 

From  5 

From  10 

1 

1  PromU 

years  of 

and  un- 

and un- 

and nn- 

age. 

der  10. 

der  15. 

der90. 

Coslom-hoiise, 

Ctnarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

'with  the  name 

of  the  collec- 

« 

• 

• 

tor. 

i 

Sr 

t 

: 

t 

i 

Id 

IS 

"3 
S 

00 

At 

'5 

"3 

a 

J 

"S 

13 
0 

"5 

0 

E 

a 

fa 

s 

S 

S 

S 

z 

1838. 

miaddpkia 

Jane  30 

Merchants   - 

38 

duiriU — 

Physicians   - 
Laborers 

6 

Continued. 

245 

Mechanics   - 

58 

SdqMTter. 

Clerg3rmen  - 
Planters 
Farmers 
Mariners     - 
Naval  officers 
Engineers    - 
Musician     - 
Servants 
No  occupation 

2 
6 

42 
14 
2 
3 
1 
5 
123 

6 

458 

545 

33 

464 

46 

54 

43 

47 

41 

35 

73 

& 

Sept.  30 

Merchants  • 

Mechanics  - 

82 

Fanners 

95 

■ 

Mariners 

7 

Clergyman  • 

1 

Physicians   - 

7 

Naval  officer 

1 

3d  qinrter— 

Engineers    - 
Teacher 

2 

1 

• 

U.  S.  consuls 

Laborers 

Clerks 

3 

51 

5 

^ 

Miners 

2 

No  occupation 

45 

275 

31 

38 

28 

32 

23 

27 

30 

sa 

335 

38 

275 

Dec.  31 

Merchants  • 

Laborers 

58 

Mechanics  - 

35 

• 

Fanners 

22 

Planters 

3 

Mariners 

8 

Teacher 

1 

4ch  quarter. 

/ 

Naval  officer 
Clergymen  - 
Musician     - 
Engineer 
Physician     - 
Mantuamakers 

1 
2 
1 
1 

1 

8 

• 

4 

* 

No  occupation 

82 

225 

21 

26 

24 

26 

4 

26 

1 

253 

233 

97 

-£- 

19 


Continued. 
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From  20 

From  25 

From  30 

From  35 

Upwards 

• 

% 

and  un- 

and un- 

and un^ 

and  un- 

of 40. 

s 

der  25. 

der  30. 

der  35. 

der  40. 

• 

* 

o 

B 
M 

Where  born. 

■ 

0$ 

0/ 

01 

^ 

• 
CO 
0^ 

S 

g 

t 

^ 

«' 

OS 

5P 

-s 

i 

'5 

^ 

ed 

S 

8 

• 

1 

"S 

"rt 

A\ 

"a 

a 

"5 

a 

-a 

a 

•a 

a 

s 

Ex< 

s 

&4 

3 

£ 

s 

S 

<J 

:s 

£ 

H 

United  Slates    • 

138 

94 

G.  Britain  d(Irerd 

370 

347 

France 

1 

. 

1 

Cuba 

Barbadoes 

Germany 

Nassaa 

St.  Johns,  N.  B.  - 

6 
1 
6 

1 

3 
4 
1 
3 

< 

Portugal 
Jamaica 
Bahamas 

2 

1 
4 

1 
2 
2 

Trinidad 

1 

** 

• 

I 

Holland 
Colombia 
Naples    ' 
Sweden 

4 

1 
2 

1 
1 

84 

87 

91 

53 

33 

31 

15 

59 

36 

•     ^ 

West  Indies 

7 

5 

113 

545 

464 

1,009 

G.  Britain  dtlrerd 

168 

167 

France 

2 

1 

• 

Spain 

1 

Germany 
United  States    - 
St.  John?,  N.  B. 
Pemambuco 
West  Indies 

64 

85 

3 

2 

7 

61 

38 
2 
5 

1 

• 

• 

Italy 
Pictou 

1 
2 

» 

€1 

42 

55 

29 

38 

18 

21 

11 

48 

26 

335 

275 

610 

United  States    - 

62 

24 

• 

G.  Britain  (fclrcl'd 
Brit.  Am.  poss'ns 
Prance 

131 
11 

1 

166 
6 

Jamaica 

3 

» 

* 

St.  Jago  de  Cuba 

1 

^ 

t 

Germany 

44 

37 

1 

\ 

49 

41 

29 

22 

39 

13 

16 

7 

44 

30 

253 

233 

486 

[  252  1 


SO 


STATEMENT- 


Castom-hoase, 
with  the  name 
of  the  collec- 
tor. 

Gtua-rter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

Males. 

• 
CO 

Under  5 

years  of 

age. 

From  5 
and  un- 
der 10. 

From  10  From  U 
and  nn-   and  un- 
der 15.    def  30. 

• 

en 

• 

s 

& 

5 
17 
61 

110 

• 
CO 

a> 

7 
14 

48 

98 
50 

"3 

e 

10 
11 
35 

60 
30 

• 
Vi 

as 

9 
16 
50 

100 
80 

• 

a 

«> 

• 

2 

District  of  Del- 
aware, 

3d  qaarter. 

1838. 
Sept.  30 

Laborers 
Clerks 
Farmers 
Siudent      ^  - 
Mechanics'  - 
Milliners 
No  occupation 

4 

51 

9 

11 

1 
14 

12 

8 
82 

5 
12 

68 

147 

11 

10 
41 

49 
55 

18 

1 

14 

98 

90 

BaUimore, 
Ifll  qtiarter. 

Mar.  31 

Farmers 
Merchants    - 
Mechanics   - 
Mariners 
No  occupation 

109 
6 
5 
9 

22 

97 

20 

18 

151 

97 

2d  quarter. 

June  30 

Mechanics   - 

Mariners 

Merchants   - 

Farmers 

No  occupation 

154 

5 

33 

425 
156 

4-28 

106 

L64 
96 

1 
1 

110 
75 

773 

428 

\                     3d  quarter. 

1 

Sept.  30 

Farmers 
Mechanics   - 
Mariners 
Merchants    - 
No  occupation 

Age  not  stat- 
ed, 42 

825 

273 

14 

26 

247 

847 

1,385 

847 

% 

i 

! 

4th  quarter. 

< 

Dec.  31 

Merchants    - 

Mechanics   - 

Mariners 

Farmers 

No  occupation 

Age  not  stat- 
ed, ^ 

14 

90 

28 

636 

154 

631 

109 

90 

922 

631 

21 
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Continued. 


From  20 

From  25 

From  30 

1 
From  35 

Upwards 

• 

and  un- 

and un- 

and un- 

and un- 

of 40. 

• 

der  25. 

der  30. 

der  35. 

der  40. 

*•> 

c 
c 

H 
0) 
M 

n3 

Where  born. 

?^    • 

C/3 

• 

(A 

(/} 

• 

CO 

&> 

QJ 

OJ 

a> 

Oi 

a 

o 

Si 

2 

S 

Si 

13 

s 

a> 

Vi 

Feraal 

'5 

Femal 

<5 

Si 
IS 

• 

o 
H 

Ireland 

• 

98 

90 

■• 

34 

33 

9 

2 

3 

3 

13 

12 

98 

90 

188 

Germany 

1*29 

84 

West  Indies 

6 

8 

United  Slates    - 

16 

5 

20 

11 

22 

6 

14 

4 

7 

4 

26 

16 

151 

97 

•248 

/ 

Great  Britain    - 

11 

10 

Ireland 

1 

West  Indies 

10 

1 

United  Stales     - 

32 

6 

• 

64 

152 

55 

67 

26 

47 

15 

73 

50 

Germany 

719 

411 

162 

773 

428 

1,201 

Germany 

1,258 

770 

Great  Britain    - 

80 

61 

United  Slates    - 

38 

8 

Sfo 

Ireland  - 
West  Indies 
South  America  - 

Age  not  stated, 

7 

^     2 

5 

7 
1 

1 

264 

99 

•220 

160 

90 

65 

99 

70 

165 

120 

384 

42-1- 

1,385 

847 

2,232 

Germany 

873 

613 

% 

Great  Britain    - 

12 

11 

S&; 

United  Slates    - 
South  America- 

Age  not  stated, 

32 
5 

7 

,   ' 

> 

130 

95 

160 

110 

78 

60 

50 

30 

142 

84 

34  2 

36-;- 

922 

631 

1,553 

' 

1 

[552] 
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STATEMEST- 


Under  5 

From  5    FromlOFrcafi; 

years  of 

and  un- 

and on- J  find  1^ 

age. 

der  10. 

der  15.  |  der  %. 

Custom-house, 

Clnarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

1 

with  the  name 

of  ihe  collec- 

tor. 

X 

a> 

d 

• 

i. 
i 

03 

"3 

s 

.Si 

1    M 

• 

S 

9J 

Cl4 

s 

£ 

S 

09 

s 

1838. 

t 
1 

Dislrict  of  Alex- 

June 30 

U.  S.  navy    - 

1 

1 

andria. 

Weaver 

1 

i 

George  Brent, 

No  occupation 

1 

1 

1 

collector. 
2d  quarter. 

3 

1 

\ 

1 

Dec  31 

Laborer 

1 

Mariners     - 

3 

4th  quarter. 

Merchant     - 

1 

i 

5 

Norfolk  and 

Mar.  31 

Planter 

1 

t 

Portsmouth. 

Merchants   - 
Mariners 

5 
2 

1 

1st  qaarier. 

Mechanics   - 

2 

No  occupation 
Age  not  slat- 

1 

1 

ed,  I 

11 

I 

s 
1 

1 

Sept.  30 

Merchants   - 

2 

1 

3d  quarter. 

No  occupation 
Age  not  Stat- 

s 

!     ' 

\ 

ed,3 

2 

3 

_^ 

Dec.  31 

Planters 

4 

« 

Merchants   - 
Clerk 

5 
1 

; 

4th  quarter. 

No  occupation 

5 

1 

1 

t 

• 

10 

5 

1 

Charleston, 

Mar.  31 

Merchants   - 

38 

( 

South  Carolina. 

Mariners 
Mechanics   - 

8 
15 

1 

1st  quarter. 

Farmers 

4 

Officer 

1 

1 

Servants  .    - 

2 

4 

1 
1 

t 

Miners 

2 

1 

Laborers 

5 

■ 

1 

Engineers    - 

2 

1 

Shopkeepers 

3 

Lawyer 

I 

« 

Physicians  - 

2 

1 

Barber 

1 

1 

Seamstress  - 

2 

Milliner 

1 

No  occupation 

17 

31 

5 

5 

2 

4 

3 

14 

• 

101 

38 

J^ 

Continued. 
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From  90 
and  un- 
der 25. 

From  25 
and  un- 
der 30. 

From  30 
and  un- 
der 35. 

From  35 
and  an- 
der  40. 

upwards 
of  40. 

• 
(A 

s 
& 

I 

3 

• 

Where  bom. 

• 
(A 
O 

73 

s 

•a 

s 

Males. 

Females. 

"1 

s 
1 

1 

4 

1 

• 

H 
B 

1 

1 

• 
CO 

1 

• 

a; 
S 

• 
(A 

73 

1 

1 

• 

1 
1 

1 
'3 

• 

United  States    * 
Great  Britain    - 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Great  Britain    - 
Ireland  - 
Sweden 

3 

1 
1 

2 

5 

5 

1 

1 

• 

1 

West  Indies 
St.  Johns 
New  Brunswick 
France 

United  States    • 

Age  not  stated, 

1-1- 

4 

1 
2 
3 

1 

1 
1 

1 

3 

11 

12 

4 

1 

United  States    • 
England 
Age  not  stated, 

3-1- 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 
6 

G.  Britain  ftlrel'd 

United  States     - 

Antigna 

Granada 

France 

Barbadoes 

6 
1 
1 
2 
1 

3 

1 

• 

2 

11 

4 

16 

5 

• 

20 

4 

30 

4 

% 

9 

England 

Bremen 

G^noa 

Ireland  • 

Caba     - 

West  Indies      . 

France 

• 

17 

23 
7 
6 

30 
5 

13 

10 
9 

4 
8 
5 

1 
1 

• 

13 

6 

lOi 

38 

130 
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STATEMENT- 


« 

Under  5 

years  of 

age. 

From  5 
and  un- 
der 10. 

From  10 
and  un- 
der 15. 

Fromul 
and  DA- 1 

dcraa 

Custom-hoose, 

Gtuarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

wiih  the  name 

of  the  collec- 

• 

tor. 

8 

8 

t 

i 

"3 

§ 

9t 

E 

C3 

B 

• 

2 

s 

& 

S 

s 

V 
^ 

S 

u. 

1838.  , 

CharUston,  S. 

June  30 

Merchants   - 

27 

\ 

Carolina — 

Mechanics   - 

3 

Continued. 

Farmers 
Qroom 

5 
1       1 

9d  quarter. 

Clerks 
Physicians   - 

*       6 
5 

" 

Mariners 
Servants 

2 
2 

No  occupation 

30 

26 

3 

3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

16 

80 

26 

Sept  30 

Merchants    - 

22 

Physician     - 

1 

• 

Mechanics    - 

6 

Clerk 

1 

♦ 

• 

Farmers 

4 

3d  quarter. 

Laborers 

3 

. 

Anist 

1 

Engineer 

1 

_ 

Mariners 

2 

- 

t 

No  occupation 

9 

20 

3 

• 

3 

2 

6 

2 

50 

20 

* 

Dec.  31 

Artist 

1 

-- 

Merchants   * 

67 

Mechanics   • 

12 

Overseers     - 

2 

Mariners 

4 

; 

Officers 

3 

■ 

4th  quarter. 

Laborers      4 

Lawyer 

Clerks 

18 

1 

- 

• 

• 

4 

■ 

Physicians   - 

1 

^ 

1 

SeamiJtress  - 
Grove  messes - 

1 

2 

• 

No  occupation 

22 

34 

3 

1 

3 

3 

3 

23 

8 

125 

37 

^ 


{^m^l 


Contimed* 


FKmao 

and  un- 
der 25. 

prom  3^ 

ana  un- 
der 2Q. 

Fc^mdO 

and  un- 
der  35. 

From  35 
and  un- 
der 4a 

Upwards 
of  40. 

•8 
1 

s 

a 

1 

< 

I     . 

) 

[ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Whera  bom. 

8 

a 

16 
9 

1 

Males. 

3 

14 

8 

1 

4 

1 

3 

• 
CO 

a 

3 

7 

t 

18 

8 
6 

i 

/ 
1 

M 

r— 

1 
t 

i 

I 

^9 

1 

i 

.  I-. 
4 

t 

1 

Cuba 

Great  Britain    - 

France 

^yal 

1 
* 

! 
1 

i 
! 

1 

I 

13 
8 
4 
3 

1 

18 

* 

80 

36 

106 

is 

1 

4 

1 

4 

8 

f 
.8 

4 

1 

t 

13' 

1 

S 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Cuba 
Eiigtand 
Antwjirp 
jFranoe 

34 
16 

9 
1 

9 
6 
5 

7 

50 

30 

70 

■ 

1 

t 

1 
i 

Great  Britain   - 
Cuba 
Malaga 
^rmud^ 
Bremen 

$^rbadoes        ^ 
[Madeira, 
gavre              '" 

1                       ' 

61 
15 
1 
5 
35 
3 
1 
4 

34 

1 
7 
3 
1 
1 

■■  ' 

135 

.     37 

168 

[968] 


3« 


STATEMENT- 


Under  5 

From  5    From  10 

►  From  IS 

years  of 

and  un- 

and un- 

and un* 

age. 

der  10. 

der  15. 

derSO. 

Costom-honse, 

Gluarter 
ending. 

Occupations. 

with  the  name 

of  the  collec- 

tor. 

S 

£ 

S 

S 

1^ 

S 

'3 

BO 

id 

«3« 

"rt 

d 

"3 

s 

IS 

S 

-3 

s 

"S 

a 

Ta 

S 

^ 
w 

s 

s 

S 

S 

CI 

1838. 

New  Orleans. 

Mar.  31 

Merchants    -  ^ 

541 

Jas.W.Breed- 

Laborers 

230 

lo7e,  collector. 

Mechanics  - 
Soldiers 

308 
33 

1st  quarter. 

■ 

1 

Mariners     - 
Farmers 
Physicians  - 
Lawyers 
Teachers     - 
Clerks 

25 
234 

24 
5 
2 

37 

No  occupation 

170 

440 

29 

• 

31 

50 

57 

37 

46 

151 

49 

1,609 

440 

June  30 

Merchants   • 

468 

Laborers 
Mechanics  - 
Soldiers 
Mariners 

46 

343 

13 

24 

Sd  quiLrter. 

Farmers 

365 

* 

Lawyers 
qierks 
Physicians   - 

21 
23 

28 

, 

. 

■ 

No  occupation 

120 

312 

33 

30 

28 

32 

38 

25 

123 

39 

-- 

1,451 

312 

• 

* 

Sept.  30 

Merchants   - 

240 

Laborers 

21 

* 

Mechanics  • 

198 

, 

;■ 

Soldiers 
Mariners     • 

13 
28 

Sd  quarter. 

1 

1 

Farmers 
Physic  iauA  - 
Lawyers 
Clerks 

126 

9 

7 

13 

< 

% 

. 

1 

No  occupation 

39 

12^ 

s 

i 
14 

16 

1 

11 

19 

11 

47 

17 

• 

694 

1 

122. 

k 


37 


[ass  3 


Continued. 


From  20 

From  25 

From  30 

From  35 

Upwards 

J 

and  un- 

and im- 

and  un- 

and un- 

of 40. 

3 

der  35. 

der  30. 

der  35. 

der  40. 

1 

M 

o 

Where  bom. 

• 

• 

i 

^ 

i 

S 

1 

1 

• 

M 

8 

'3 

s 

B 

s 

S 
rt 

S 

1 

1 

&4 

CO 

s 

1 

1 
1 

-3 

• 

Prance 

436 

144 

r 

Germany 

227 

158 

• 

t 

« 

Great  Britain    - 

Texas 

Mexico 

Brit  West  Indies 

Cuba 

Hajti 

French  W.  Indies 

112 

542 

84 

9 

194 

3 

2 

53 
34 
11 
10 

27 
3 

^    ' 

408 

74 

144 

73 

196 

33 

141 

29 

153 

• 

48 

» 

1 

1,609 

440 

2,049 

France 

356 

164 

Germany 

56 

30 

Great  Britain    - 

93 

50 

Texas 

755 

34 

■ 

• 

Mexico 

Cuba 
Hayti 
Italy 

74 

109 

5 

3 

17 

16 

1 

409 

50 

389 

49 

168 

21 

139 

33 

134 

33 

1,451 

312 

I. .763 

France 

138 

78 

Mexico 

9 

1 

Germany 

3 

Texas 

437 

25 

' 

Great  Britain    - 

10 

9 

Cuba 

86 

9 

South  America  - 

1 

Brit.  West  Indies 

10 

201 

24 

199 

10 

94 

11 

51 

10 

G2 

13 

694 

122 

816 

1        1 

1     •  I 

1 

[iM8  3 
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STATEMENT- 


1        1 

1 

Tinder  5 

years  of 

age. 

From  5 
and  un- 
der 10. 

FrmnlO 
and  UB- 
der  15. 

Pronl5 

and  un- 
der Sa 

Custom-house, 

Gtuarter 
ending. 

Oeen[iaitions. 

with  the  name 

of  the  collec- 

tor. 

' 

8 

i 

t 

9S 

0/ 

S 

a 

2? 

13 

f* 

13 

t 

-2 

a 

« 

« 

•a 

£ 

H 

S 

-s 

1 

es 

B 

H 

H 

S 

fe 

s 

& 

s 

s 

& 

S 

£ 

1838. 

AlrtP  Orleans^ 

Dec.  31 

Merchants  - 

432 

Continued. 

Mechanics   - 
Farmers 

474 
513 

4th  quarter. 

Laborers 

Clerks 

Mariners 

Phyaieiaxis  - 

Lawyers 

Soldiers 

Teachers     - 

137 
58 
41 
26 
9 
20 
14 

I 

M6  ^Odenpation 

363 

719 

56 

57 

64 

56 

93 

53 

169 

81 

2,087 

719 

Kef  West. 

Mar.  31 

Mariners     - 

^ 

A.  Gordon,  col- 

Judge 

1 

lect  on 

■ 

Physicians  - 
Merchants   • 

2 

7 

Istqai^r. 

1 . 

1 

Clergyman  • 
SailnidDer    - 
Farmer 
TaUor 

1 
1 
1 
1 

Nooeevpatlon 

8 

16 

4 

3 

1 

1 

3 

6 

45 

16 

June  30 

Mariners     - 

15 

■ 

^ 

Merchants   • 

6 

Clerks 
Mechanic    • 

2 

1 

dd  quarter. 

- 

Cigar-maker 

Officer 

Lawyer 

1 
I 

1 

- 

• 

f 

No  occupation 

6 

14 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

33 

14 

Sept.  30 

Merchant    - 

1 

Clerk 

1 

3d  quarter. 

Mariners 

14 

No  occupation 

6 

9 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

22 

9 

Dec.  31 

Mariners 

15 

Merchant     - 

1 

4th  quarter. 

Mechanics  - 
No  occupation 

2 

1 

18 

1 

29 


OoDtinaed. 
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From  20 

From  25 

From  30 

From  35 

Upwards 

1 

and  un- 

and un- 

and un- 

and un- 

of 40. 

^ 

der  25. 

der  30. 

der  35. 

der  40. 

n 

Where  bom. 

t 

i 

• 

SI 

S 

S 

S 

I 

S 

es 

i 

g 

S 

ad 

S 

S 

-s 

8 

% 

• 

Mai 

S 
if 

1 

B 

1 

a 

1 

'5 

1 

France 

747 

273 

• 

Germany 

474 

277 

• 

- 

Great  Britain    - 

Spain 

Italy 

Poland 

Prussia 

Cuba 

Brit  West  Indies 

237 
26 
18 
13 
34 

117 
22 

81 
7 
8 
5 
14 
14 
8 

124 

523 

103 

323 

81 

191 

61 

250 

103 

Texas 

399 

32 

418 

2,087 

719 

2,806 

- 

United  States    - 

28 

7 

Bahamas 

13 

9 

Cuba 

1 

Minorca 

1 

Germany 

1 

< 

Unknown 

1 

9 

4 

17 

1 

10 

2 

• 

45 

.16 

61 

England 

2 

United  States    - 

9 

Bahamas 

17 

13 

• 

Cuba 
Spain 

3 
2 

1 

1 

X 

9 

6 

8 

4 

5 

3 

33 

14 

47, 

« 

Spain 

7 

5 

Bahamas 

2 

4 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

United  States    • 

13 

7 

22 

9 

31 

\ 

United  States    - 

9 

France 

1 

Spain                ^ 

8 

1 

3 

4 

3 

8 

1 

Cuba 

1 

18 

.       ^ 

V      V'i 

■ 

I 


I: 


ilil' 


1 ':'(» 


25th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  1  r  05^  1 


3d  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  22.  1839. 

Sabtoitted',  cdncilfred  iii,  and  ordered  to  be  printied,  an4  that  5,000  additiondi  oopiis  be  fu^ 

nished  for  the  ttse  of  the  Senatfe. 


Mr.  Tallmadge  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  CorrifhiUee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Henry  Hall  Sherwood,  of  the  city  and  State  of  New  Tofk^  oii 
the  subjtci  of  terrestrial  magnetism,  and  the  application  of  the  dip- 
ping  needle  to  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  latitude  and  longir 
ttide  of  places  on  the  eartKs  surface,  report : 

That  the  same  subject  was  referred  to  tlie  committee  at  the  last  sie^onl 
of  Congress,  but  at  so  late  a  period  that  they  were  unable  to  give  it  that 
consideration  to  which  its  importance  nlight  seem  to  entitle  it.  Thej^ 
availed  themselves  of  the  opinions  of  some  scientific  gentlemen,  fcirmea 
from  such  examination  of  it  as  their  time  and  opportunity  permittedf. 
These  opinions  were  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  an  extra 
ilumber  of  copies  were  ordered  by  the  Senate  to  be  printed. 

The  committee  have  the  same  apology  to  offer  now  aS  before,  foi'not 
undertaking  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  subject  niatter  of  this  memo- 
rial. It  was  referred  to  them  but  a  day  or  two  since,  and  it  is  now  buf  a^ 
lew  days  before  the  close  of  the  session.  The  press  of  other  busines^^ 
which  claims  priority  over  this,  renders  it  impossible  to  give  to  this  subj^t^ 
that  consideration  which  the  memorialist  may  think  it  deserves,  If  hi# 
theory  be  true,  then  the  establishment  of  its  truth  is  important  to  the  scien- 
tific world.  If  it  be  untrue,  it  is  still  important  that  its  untruth  be  estab^' 
lished.  The  best  mode  to  ascertain  the  one  or  the  other  is  to  lay  the  theory^ 
and  the  proofs  before  th6  public.  The  report  of  the  committee  at  the  last^ 
session  has  attracted  the  attention  of  scientific  men  and  journals,  and  leamef 
societies,  and  the  opinions  of  several  have  been  freely  given.  To  thos^ 
who  have  been  adverse  to  his  theory,  the  memorialist  thmks  he  has  given  H? 
conclusive  atiswer  ?n  the  communication  which  has  been  referred  to  the' 
committee.  He  claims  to  have  established  by  facts  ahd  observation's  thidj 
truth  of  his  theory.  Of  this  the  comtnittee  will  not  undertdkie  to  judgd' 
They,  however,  deem  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance  td  have  the  viewrf 
of  the  memorialist  extensively  spread  befolne  tho  country,  that  they  may* 
thereby  attract  the  attention  of  scientific  men,  and  lead  to  investigation^ 
which  will  tend  to  establish  the  correctness  of  his  theory.  The  committee^ 
thierefore,  recommend  that  the  memorial  bO  ptihted  with  this  r^porti  to^ 
gether  \^ith  such  an  extra  number  of  copies  as  the  Senate  shafi  d^em  px^f. 

Blur  dbkives,  priiat^rs. 


[253]  2 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenlcUives  of  the  Unilti 

States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

Your  memorialist,  Henry  Hall  Sherwood,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Respectfully  represents  : 

That,  during  the  last  session  of  your  honorable  body,  he  addressed  to  it 
a  memorial  briefly  setting  forth  certain  important  discoveries  in  magnetism 
by  him  made,  and  describing  a  certain  magnetical  instrument  by  him  io- 
vented,  whereby,  without  the  aid  of  a  quadrant,  or  sextant,  or  chronometer, 
and  without  taking  a  celestial  observation,  it  is  practicable  and  easy,  at  sea 
and  on  land,  and  in  all  states  of  the  weather,  to  determine  the  latitude  aod 
longitude  of  any  place  on  the  surface  of  the  globe,  with  greater  accuracy 
than  can  be  acquired  by  any  instrument  or  method  heretofore  known,  and 
by  which,  moreover,  the  variation  and  inclination  of  the  mas^netic  needles, 
at  all  places,  and  at  all  times,  past,  present,  and  future,  are  clearly  and  cor- 
rectly ascertainable,  thereby  accomplishing  objects  of  hi^h  importance  to 
general  science,  and  more  particularly  to  the  navigation  of  the  sea,  and  tbe 
admeasurement  of  the  land.  And  your  memorialist  further  reminds  your 
honorable  body  that  the  said  memorial  prayed  for  pecuniary  aid  to  enable 
him  to  proceed  with  the  publication  of  an  expensive  work,  fully  explaining 
and  demonstrating  these  discoveries ;  to  commence  the  manufacture  of  tbe 
instrument  by  which  they  can  be  applied  to  practical  navigation,  civil  en- 
gineering, geology,  astronomy,  and  several  other  departments  of  useful 
science ;  and  to  visit  foreign  countries,  the  Governments  of  which  have 
offered  munificent  rewards  for  even  a  less  accurate  and  available  method 
of  determining  longitude  at  sea,  than  that  which  he  has  demonstrably 
found. 

Encouraged  by  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  said  memorial  in  tbe 
committee  of  your  honorable  body  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  by  the 
hberal  publication  of  their  report  upon  the  same,  your  memorialist  respect- 
fully renews  his  petition  for  Congressional  aid,  with  implicit  confidence  in 
your  intelligence  to  perceive  the  validity  of  his  claims,  and  in  your  dispo- 
sition to  reward  them.  But  inasmuch  as  his  former  memorial  but  briefly 
and  imperfectly  stated  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  discoveries  upon  which 
these  claims  are  founded,  and  the  proofs  and  illustrations  of  the  discoveries 
themselves,  he  now  respectfully  lays  before  you  a  less  inadequate  statement 
and  a  more  expHcit  and  consecutive  series  of  evidence.  Your  noemorialist 
Confidently  and  unequivocally  professes  to  have  discovered  and  to  have 
mathematiccJly  demonstrated  that  the  planet  on  which  we  live  has  two,  and 
only  two,  magnetic  pol^,  situated  in  the  latitude  of  the  arctic  and  antarctic 
circles ;  the  one  in  the  western  hemisphere,  and  the  other  in  the  eastern,  at 
the  geographical  distance  of  23°  28'  from  the  poles  of  the  earth's  axis, 
and  therefore,  at  an  angle  of  this  amount  with  that  axis  at  the  equator. 
That  these  magnetic  poles  revolve  from  east  to  west,  on  the  circle  of 
tfieir  respective  latitudes,  at  the  rate  of  32'  26"  in  one  year  of  twelve  solar 
months,  and  therefore  perform  360°  of  longitude  with  an  excess  of  36"  in 
666  of  those  years.  That,  besides  this  motion,  these  poles  have  a  spinJ 
movenient,  by  which  they  ascend  toward  the  poles  of  the  earth's  axis  at 
the  rate  of  62"  10'"  in  one  hundred  years,  causing  that  gradual  decrease 
of  the  inclination  of  the  earth's  axis  to  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic,  known  to 
astfbnomers,  and  carrying  it  beyond  that  ultimate  amount  of  decrease  which 
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they  have  hitherto  calculated,  to  a  period  at  which  the  axis  will-  be  per- 
pendicular, and  then  again  incline,  in  consequence  of  a  reversed  spiral 
descension  of  the  magnetic  pol^.  That  there  is  a  ^reat  magnetic  circle 
of  the  earth,  called  the  line  of  no  variation,  which  is  a  perfectly  straight 
line,  at  an  angle  of  6°  28'  with  the  terrestrial  axis,  and  moving  from  east 
to  west  at  the  rate  of  the  motion  of  the  magnetic  poles.  That  from  these 
and  other  collateral  data,  the  variation  and  inclination  of  the  magnetic 
needles  can  be  calculated  for  all  places  and  times,  and  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  all  places  determined  with  mathematical  accuracy,  without  the 
aid  of  any  astronomical  instruments.  Of  the  truth  of  these  professions  he 
respectfully  offers  such  evidence  as  he  can  comprise  within  the  limited 
space  necessarily  prescribed  to  his  memorial. 

Frou)  a  multiplicity  of  experiments,  observations,  and  calculations,  con- 
tinued through  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years,  your  memorialist  was 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  bodies  artificially  magnetized  would  develope 
laws  identical  with  those  of  the  natural  magnetism  of  the  earth,  and  thus 
elucidate  a  subject  confessedly  more  obscure  and  confused  t^^an  any  which 
had  been  elevated  to  tlie  dignity  of  a  science,  though  of  great  practical 
value  to  mankind.  In  pursuance  of  this  opinion,  and  in  accordance  with 
privately  ascertained  principles^  of  magnetism  diametrically  opposed  to 
those  taught  by  popular  writers  on  that  science,  and  by  its  professors,  your 
memorialist  at  once,  and  without  difficulty,  magnetized,  that  is,  gave  polarity 
to  a  continuous  and  undivided  iron  ring;   an  operation  which  previous  ex- 

Cerimenters  had  failed  to  accomplish,  and  which  several  eminent  writers 
ad  announced  as  beinor  experimentally  and  mathematically  impracticable. 
And  that  your  memorialist  is  not  mistaken  in  making  this  statement,  but 
founds  his  claim  to  originality  in  this  preliminarary  discovery  upon  the 
explicit  concessions  of  the  latest  writers  on  the  subject,  he  begs  to  show, 
by  the  following  extract  from  Dr.  P.  M.  Rpget's  treatise  on  electro-magnet- 
ism, incorporated  in  a  work  entitled  the  JLibrary  of  Useful  Knowledge, 
published  in  London  in  the  year  1832. 

"  If  a  steel  bar,  instead  of  being  bent  into  the  form  of  a  horseshoe  be 
formed  into  a  complete  ring,  and  then  magnetized,  it  exhibits  no  magnetic 
properties  as  long  as  the  ring  is  entire,  but  when  broken  into  any  number 
of  portions,  each  part  has  two  poles  and  possesses  all  the  properties  of  an 
ordinary  magnet  This  experiment  suggested  the  theoretical  investiration 
of  the  properties  of  a  system  of  small  circular  currents,  situated  in  planes, 
perpendicular  to  another  circle  passing  through  all  their  centres.  The  result 
of  the  investigation  of  this  problem  led  to  a  mathematical  theorem  exactly 
conformable  to  observation ;  a  ring  so  constituted,  or  an  electro-dynamic 
ring,  as  it  has  been  called,  being  found,  both  from  theory  and  experiment, 
to  exert  no  action  upon  a  voltaic  conductor,  or  magnet,  at  whatever  dis- 
tance from  it,  or  in  whatever  situation  it  may  be  placed'' 

Your  memorialist,  however,  gave  the  fullest  magnetic  properties  to  an 
unbroken  iron  ring,  in  his  first  attempt  to  do  so,  ancf  thus  demonstrated  the 
erroneous  character  of  the  principles  which  had  guided  previous  unsuc-' 
cessful  experimenters,  and  of  the  mathematical  theorem  which  had  been 
deduced  from  them.  The  ring  thus  magnatized  was  found  to  possess  two 
powerful  magnetic  poles,  exactly  equidistant,  which,  for  the  sake  of  distinc- 
tion, may  be  termed  negative  and  positive ;  the  one  termed  negative  at- 
tracting the  north  end  of  the  needle  and  repelling  the  south,  and  the  one 
termed  positive  attracting  the  south  end  of  the  needle  and  rei^lLla^v^^ 
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north,  On  placing  the  needle  wUhin  the  ripg>  Qt  its  centre,  and  therefore 
on  the  line  of  the  axis  of  its  magnetic  poles,  th^  needle  did  not  point  at 
right  angles  with  that  axis,  but  most  exactly  on  the  line  of  it :  thus  demon- 
strating thai  the  direction  of  the  magnetic  fqrces  is  not  at  right  angles  with 
the  direction  of  the  needle,  as  the  prevalent  tlieory  of  magnetism  teaches, 
but  that  the  direclion  of  both  is  coincident  and  identical^  and  that  the  direc- 
tion of  the  forces  is  the  controlling  cause  of  the  direction  of  the  needle. 
And  this  fact  your  memorialist  has  further  established  by  uniting  the  con- 
ducting wires  of  a  galvanic  battery,  and  by  various  other  conclusive  ex- 
periments. 

Upon  a  line  drawn  through  the  centre  of  the  ring,  at  right  angles  with 
the  line  of  the  magnetic  axis,  your  memoriajist  found  a  magnetic  equator, 
upon  every  part  of  which  the  needle  lay  parallel  with  the  magnetic  axis; 
but  on  reraovirig  it  from  that  equator  toward  either  pole,  it  showed  a  de- 
clination or  variation  from  ihe  axis  ;  and  on  placing  it  on  the  outer  edge  of 
the  ring,  and  moving  it  round  from  the  point  of  the  equator,  toward  either 
pole,  it  sho^ved  angles  of  inclination  continually  increasing  as  it  approach- 
ed the  pole,  up«u  which  it  stood  perpendicularly  :  thus  exhibiting  not  only 
a  mysterious  characteristic  of  the  horizontal  needle,  but  the  well  kjiowa 
phenomena  of  the  dipping  needle,  when  it  is  borne  either  by  sea  or  by  land 
in  a  north  or  in  a  south  direction  ;  and  thus  also  developing  an  instructive 
agreement  between  the  laws  of  artificial  and  terrestrial  magnetism^  in  sev- 
eral important  particulars. 

Your  memorialist  being  assured,  by  the  concurrent  evidence  of  all  mag- 
netical  observations,  wheresoever  and  whensoever  taken,  that  the  magnetic 
poles  of  the  earth  are  uot  coincident  with  the  poles  of  its  axis,  but  that 
whether  they  be  fixed  points  of  attraction,  or  revolving  vortices  of  ms^ae- 
tism,  they  are  always  in  a  lower  latitude  than  90^;  and  being,  moreover, 
aware  that  the  points  of  polarity  on  all  bodies  artificiatly  niagnetized^  with 
both  poles  of  a  battery,  are  invariably  found  to  be  situated  more  or  less 
within  the  point,  edge,  or  surface  of  those  bodies,  he  was  led  to  suppose 
that  the  position  of  the  poles  of  his  ring,  within  its  outer  edge,  would  indi- 
cate the  position  of  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  earth :  a  supposition  fully 
warranted  by  the  exact  agreement  already  discovered  between  the  progres- 
sive inclinations  of  the  needle  on  the  ring,  and  on  the  earth.  In  order  to 
determine  the  depressed  position  of  the  poles  of  the  ring  with  geometrical 
accuracy,  he  magnetized  a  large  steel  plate,  or  disq  of  a  cyhnder,  converted 
into  a  ring  by  the  perforation  of  a  round  hole  in  its  centre,  and  placed  it 
within  a  circular  diagram  of  the  same  dianjeter,  carefully  divided  into  36(F 
and  their  minivtes.  On  applying  a  dipping  needle  to  tlie  magnetic  poles 
of  this  ring.  On  its  flat  surface,  and  measuring  with  extreme  care  the  dis- 
tance from  the  outer  edge,  at  which  the  needle  acquired  an  angle  of  90^, 
he  found  that  distance  to  be  equal  to  the  versed  sine  of  an  arc  of  23^  29^,, 
or  so  nearly  so  that  u  difference  could  not  be  detected  on  the  scale.  The 
complement  of  this  an;,  therefore,  on  subtracting  it  from  90®,  was  66°  3?; 
each  of  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  ring  was,  therefore,  foMnd  on  a  plane 
exactly  corresponding  with  the  plane  of  the  arctic  and  antarctic  circles  of 
the  earth  ;  and^  therefore,  if  the  laws  of  artificial  and  terrestrial  magnetism 
were  so  identical  as  to  place  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  earth  onLthesame 
plane,  and  if  they  exerted  an  influence  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth  on; 
that  plane,  that  influence  would  b§  greatest  on,  the  arctic  and  antarctic 
/circles ;   and,  furthermore,  if  they  revolved  ou,  that  plane,  that  infliaence 
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would  always  be  the  most  intense  on  some  longitudinal  point  of  those 
circles,  which  point  would  necessarily  revolve  as  those  poles  revolved.  But 
Whether  those  poles  were  actually  situated  on  that  plane,  and  whether  they 
did  revolve,  were  questions  to  be  decided  only  by  experiments  and  calcula- 
tion in  terrestrial  mngnelisra. 

There  were  many  correlative  circumstances  which  induced  your  memo- 
rialist to  apply  such  experiments  and  calculations,  to  test  the  accuracy  of 
the  theoretical  inference  which  he  had  drnwh  from  the  phenomena  of  the 
maghetic  ring,  concerning  the  latitude  of  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  globe. 
He  had  magnetized,  with  one  pole  of  the  battery,  a  section  of  tliat  ring, 
each  end  of  which  embraced  an  arc  of  46°  56',  and  he  had  found  poles 
conveyed  from  the  centre  of  the  section  to  each  end  of  this  arc,  so  that  the 
chord  of  the  arc,  as  divided  by  the  axis,  became  the  sines  of  two  arcs  of 
23P  28'  each,  having  a  complement  of  66°  S^',  the  latitude  of  the  polar 
circles.  He  had  also  magnetized,  with  one  pole  of  the  battery,  a  wide  ring, 
formed  by  a  small  hole  in  the  centre  of  a  circular  steel  plate,  and  had  found 
three  poles  conveyed  nearly  to  the  edge  of  the  riiig,  and  disposed  in  the  form 
of  a  Roman  Y,  divested  of  its  parallel  lines ;  and  on  drawing  a  line  from 
the  third  or  lowest  of  these  poles,  through  the  centre  of  the  ring  to  the  op- 
posite point  of  its  diameter,  he  found  the  two  other  poles  divided  by  arcs 
of  23°  2?  each  ;  and,  therefore,  66°  32'  distant  from  the  equator  of  the 
ring.  The  uniformity  of  all  these  artificial  phenomena,  and  their  striking 
coincidence  with  the  well  known  astronomical  fact,  that  the  inclination  of 
the  earth's  axis,  to  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic,  is  also,  with  a  small  fractional 
deduction,  23°  28',  which  your  memorialist,  by  an  inductive  calculation  of 
the  laws  of  universal  magnetism,  had  been  accustomed  to  attribute  to  the 
attraction  of  the  positive  magnetic  pole  of  the  sun  upon  the  negative  mag- 
netic pole  of  the  earth,  were  circumstances  which,  in  his  opinion,  and  m 
the  absence  of  other  data,  justified  the  experimental  assumption,  that  the 
magnetic  axis  of  the  globe  was  at  an  angle  of  23°  28'  with  its  geographical 
axis  ;  and  he  accordingly  proceeded  to  test  the  truth  of  thiis  hypothesis  by 
magnetical  observations,  taken  at  various  periods,  remote  and  near,  and  in 
many  widely  distant  parts  of  the  world,  by  reputable  observers.  These' 
numerous  calculations  resulted  not  only  in  a  complete  and  irrefiitable  con- 
firmation of  the  hypothesis,  that  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  earth  are  situated 
north  and  south,  in  latitude  66°  32',  and  that  their  axis  is  at  an  angle  of  23° 
28'  with  the  terrestial  or  geographical  axis,  but  also  in  the  discovery  of 
their  exact  rate  of  motion  in  that  latitude,  and  of  the  period  in  which  they 
perform  an  entire  revolution  round  the  globe.  The  discovery  of  the  laws 
which  govern  the  variation  and  dip  of  the  magnetic  needle,  at  all  times 
and  places,  and  of  a  method  of  determining  true  longitude  and  latitude,, 
by  means  of  a  peculiarly  constructed  dipping  ring,  were  natural  and  sim- 
ple consequences. 

But  that  your  honorable  body  may  be  convinced  of  the  reality  of  these 
results,  without  fatiguing  your  attention  with  geometrical  and  argebraical 
processes,  your  memorialist  respectfully  begs  -to  present  them  through  the 
medium  of  the  simplest  operations  of  common  arithmetic,  as  applied  to 
certified  and  authentic  observations  of  recent  dale,  as  well  as  to  others  long 
since  recorded. 

From  the  mean  of  three  solar  observations  taken  at  Buffalo,  with  a  good 
instrument,  on  the  I4th,  15th,  and  16th  of  September,  1837,  at  the  request 
of  your  memorialist,  by  Mr.  R.  W.  HaskiDs,  an  eminent  civil  engineer  cjC 
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that  city,  the  variation  or  declination  of  the  needle  in  that  latitude  and 
longitude,  at  that  time,  was  found  to  be  1°  25'  03"  04'"  west.  The  longi- 
tude of  the  place  of  observation  being  78^  55',  the  addition  of  that  amoonl 
of  variation  gives  80°  20'  03"  04'"  as  the  longitude  of  the  line  of  no  varia- 
tion in  that  latitude.  Now  it  follows,  from  a  simple  problem  in  the  Ruie 
of  Three,  that  if  the  amount  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  with  the  terres- 
tial  axis,  be  23°  28'  at  90°  from  the  equator,  the  amount  of  the  angle  in  the 
laUtude  of  Buffalo,  which  is  42^  53',  is  11°  10'  63"  09'".  Subtracting  the 
smaller  of  these  angles  from  the  g^reater,  we  have  a  difference  of  12°  17'  06" 
61"',  which  added  to  80°  20'  03"04"',  the  longitude  of  the  line  of  no  varia- 
tion in  latitude  42°  63',  gives  92°  37'  09"  55'"  as  the  longitude  of  the  mag- 
netic  pole  in  the  latitude  of  the  greatest  angle  or  termination  of  its  axis, 
which  is,  therefore,  90°,  less  23°  28',  or  66°  32'. 

If  the  data  assumed  for  this  coBclusion  be  correct,  they  will  yield  uni- 
formly true  results,  and  these  results  will  prove  their  correctness.  There- 
fore, to  prove  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  magnetic  poles  here  devel- 
oped, it  is  only  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  they  will  accurately  deter- 
mine the  geographical  position  of  the  other  parts  of  the  world,  by  means  of 
magneticm  observations,  which,  without  these  data,  would  be  unavailable 
for  this  purpose. 

The  observations  which  can  be  most  conveniently  used  to  test  this  lati- 
tude and  longitude  of  the  magnetic  poles,  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
investigation,  are  those  taken  in  the  same  year,  and  nearly  at  the  same 
time  of  the  year,  as  the  observation  at  Buffalo,  from  which  that  position  of 
the  poles  has  been  calculated ;  because  the  inquiry  will  then  be  compara- 
l|  tively  unembarrassed  with  the  question  of  the  motion  of  the  poles,  which 

becomes  of  importance  in  usins:  ohservations  taken  at  more  distant  periods. 
In  the  month  of  August,  1837,  Professor  Renwick,  of  Columbia  College, 
New  York,  found  the  variation  of  the  needle  at  Bergen  Point,  New  Jersey, 
in  latitude  40°  39'  05",  to  be  5°  39'  30".  Now,  if  the  assumed  position  of 
the  magnetic  poles  be  correct,  and  if  this  variation  and  latitude  be  also 
correct,  it  will  give  the  true  longitude  of  the  place  of  observation,  by  the 
following  sumriiary  and  explicit  process : 

92°  37'  09"  55'"  assumed  longitude  of  the  magnetic  pole  on  the  arctic  cir- 
cle, September  15th,  1837. 
— 12°  52' 01" 54'"  difference  between  the  amount  of  the  an^le,  or  colongi- 

tude  of  the  magnetic  axis,  in  latitude  40°  39'  05"',  aod 
that  of  itar  maximum  angle  of  23°  28',  at  90°. 

—79  45  08  01 

—  5  39  30  00  variation. 


:r74  05  33  01  longitude  of  the  place  of  observation. 

To  show  the 'accuracy  of  this  result,  and,  therefore,  of  the  data  from 
which  it  is  derived,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state  that  Bergen  Point  is  about 
4'  22"  west  of  the  city  haJl  of  New  York,  the  longitude  of  which  is  well 
known  to  be  74°  01'  08"  west. 


given  in  SilUman^s  American  Journal  of  Science  for  July,  1838,  where 
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this  observation  is  recorded,  as  42^  53',  and  its  longitude  as  72°  20'.  If  all 
these  data  be  correct,  the  latitude  and  longitude,  which  your  memorialiist 
has  assigned  to  the  north  magnetic  pole  in  that  year,  will  give  this  as  the 
true  longitude  of  Chesterfield : 

92°  37'.  09"  55'"  longitude  of  the  magnetic  pole  on  the  arctic  circle,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1837. 
— 12   17   06   51    difference  between  the  amount  of  the  angle,  or  colongi- 

tude  of  the  magnetic  axis,  in  latitlide  42°  53',  and  its 
maximum  angle  of  23°  28',' at  90°. 

=80  20  03  04 

—  8   05  00   00  variation. 


=72   15   03   04  longitude  of  the  place  of  observation. 

The  difference  between  this  longitude  and  that  given  in  SHliman*s 
Jourval^  is  4'  56"  66'",  which  is  less  than  the  change  of  variation  in  the 
latitude  of  Chesterfield  in  one  year. 

If  Mr.  Twining  had  taken  the  variation  -at  that  place  on  the  15th  of 
Septeml>er,  of  that  year,  with  perfect  accuracy,  he  would  have  found  it 
8°  00'  03"  04'",  which  will  give  the  longitude  as  given  in  the  AmericaH 
Journal  nf  Science. 

Your  memorialist  has  already  stated  that  the  magnetic  poles  revolve 
round  the  globe,  from  east  to  west,  in  the  latitude  of  the  arctic  and  antarc- 
tic circles,  at  the  rate  of  32'  26"  in  one  year ;  and,  therefore,  that  they  per- 
form an  entire  revolution  of  360°  in  666  years,  with  an  excess  of  36"  be- 
yond those  degrees  in  that  period.  This  motion  being  the  cause  of  the 
variation  of  tlie  needle,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  calculating  longitude  from 
variation,  to  ascertain  the  longitudinal  amount  of  the  motion  of  the  magr 
netic  axis,  for  the  latitude  in  which  the  variation  is  observed;  because  that 
amount  of  motion,  like  the  value  of  a  degree  of  longitude,  varies  in  every 
parallel  of  latitude.  The  mathematical' processes  and  tables  by  which 
these  proportions  are  obtained  with  perfect  accuracy,  being  too  elaborate 
for  explanation  in  this  memorial,  your  memorialist  begs  to  state  a  simple 
rule  by  which  they  can  always  be  obtained  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  de- 
termine longitude  within  a  few  yards.  The  rule  is,  first  to  obtain  the 
amount  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  the  place  of 
observation,  which,  as  the  maximum  amount  of  that  angle  is  23°  28'  at  90°, 
is  easily  found  by  the  Rule  of  Three  Direct ;  second,  reduce  that  amount 
to  the  lowest  denomination  of  its  parts,  and  multiply  it  by  2  ;  third,  divide 
the  product  by  666,  multiply  the  quotient  by  4,  and  subdivide  this  product 
into  minutes  and  their  pafts.  This  product  will  be  the  annual  rate  of  the 
motion  t)f  the  magnetic  axis,  from  east  to  west,.in  the  latitude  of  the  place 
of  observation  ;  but,  when  the  variation  at  any  place  has  arrived  at  its  max- 
imum, there  is  a  period  of  three  years  and  a  half,  or  42  months,  in  which 
this  motion  of  the  line  has  no  perceptible  effect  upon  the  variation  needle, 
and  in  which,  therefore,  there  is  no  appreciable  increase  or  decrease  of  va- 
riation, althoui^h,  if  the  variation  be  west,  the  inclination  of  the  dipping 
needle  continues  to  decrease  during  this  period. 

The  cause  of  this  phenomenon  is  what  may  be  termed  ih^  foreshortening 
of  that  small  section  of  the  circle  through  which  the  magnetic  pole  moves, 
in  this  time,  in  the  direction  of  the  maximum  angle  of  variation.    The 


farpe  ptHtDO]PE9^oii  occurs  in  reference  to  the  variAtioo  peeqUe  when  it  has  i 
loaxioHim  etv^t^rly  vfiriatioq  ;  bu|  m^  in  this  case,  the  polie  is  approachii^ 
jDstead  of  Wving  (he  dipping  p^edle,  its  dip  increases  iostead  of  decreasing. 

Thus,  new  elements  of  truth  or  of  error,  in  addition  to  those  already  as- 
sumed, are  introduced  to  test  the  validity  of  your  raemorialist's  preterisions. 
If  they  be  erroneous,  the  use  of  them,  even  m  a  few  examples,  will  speed- 
ily explode  those  pretensions ;  but  if  true,  will  tend  to  confirm  and  es- 
iablish  them.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  however,  that  the  rule  just  given,  for 
JEuiding  the  annual  rate  of  the  motion  of  the  magnetic  axis,  cannot  be  ap- 
plied to  the  determination  of  longitude  except  in  cases  where  the  variation 
IS  less  than  the  angle  of  that  axis  on  the  latitude  of  the  place.  For  cases 
in  which  the  variation  exceeds  that  an?le,  another  rule  will  be  given,  and 
tfiese  two  rules  will  determine  longitude,  by  variation,  in  every  part  of  the 
world. 

At  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1835,  Professor  Farrar  found 
ffb^  variation  to  be  SP  61'  we^t.  The  longitude  of  the  place,  according  to  the 
4^n^iqan  Almonac^  beiipg  43P  22'  21".  its  longitude  i3  a;scertained  ia  the 
following  manner : 

fl2P  37'  09"  65'"    longitude  of  the  magnetic  pole  on  the  arctic  circle,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1837. 

— 12  26  06  22  difference  between  the  amount  of  the  an&:le  of  the  mag- 
netic axis  in  latitude  42°  22'  21",  and  that  ot  its  maii- 
mum  angle  of  23^  28'  at  90°. 


=Sa  18  03  33 

—  8  51  00  00    west,  variation  at  Cambridge  in  1835. 

==^71  21  03  33 

—  16  65  12    progress  of  the  axis  Iroln  1835,  to  September,  15,  ISST. 

(See  rule.) 

—71  06  08  21 

-f-        2  29  39    difference  for  time  of  year. 

rr^ 71  07  38  00  longitude  by  the  American  Alvianac  Ibr  1839,  as  de- 
termined by  the  editor. 

It  appears  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science  for  July,  1838,  that  Mr. 
N.  Goodwin  found  the  variation  at  Hartfordj  Connecticut,  to  be  6°  45'  west, 
in  the  year  1824.  If  this  observation  be  accurate,  it  will  give  the  longitude 
of  the  place  as  follows : 

92^  37' 09"  65'"    longitude  of  the  magnetic  pole  on  the  arctic  circle,  Sep- 
tember 15, 1837. 

— 12  34  35  17  difference  between  the  amoimt  of  the  angle  of  the  mag- 
netic axis  in  latitude  41°  45'  59",  (Hartford  Slate 
House,)and  that  of  its  maximum  angle  of^°28'at90^. 

—80  02  34  48 

—  5  45  00  00    west,  variation  in  1824. 


=:^74  17  3*1  48 


r-  l^  41'  61"  05'"   progress  of  the  axis  ifom  16^,  to  SepHember  15,  ISar. 

(See  rule.) 

=72  35  43  43    longitude  from  the  observation. 
+        6  01  17    cUfierence  for  time  of  year. 

-~7S  40  45  00      longitude  by  the  American  Almanac^  as  determined  by 

the  editor. 

When  the  variation  at  any  place  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  angle  of  the 
magnetic  axis  at  that  place,  it  becomes  necessary^  in  finding  the  longitude^ 
to  divide  that  variation  by  twice  the  amount  of  the  annual  progress  of  the 
axis  in  the  latitude,  and  adopt  the  quotient  as  degrees  and  their  parts.  Add 
to  this  quotient  the  co-longitude  or  amount  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic 
axis,  in  the  latitude,  and  subtract  the  product  from  the  longitude  of  the  mag- 
nectic  pole  on  the  arctic  circle  for  the  15th  of  September,  1837  ;  then  sub- 
tract, from  this  difference,  the  excess  of  the  pole's  longitude  at  that  time,  be- 
yond 90^,  or  a  quarter  of  its  circle,  and  the  remaioder  will  be  the  longitude 
of  the  place  of  observation. 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  requests  your  attention  to  an  example  of 
this  brief  rule  which  cannot  fail  to  be  considered  strikingly  conclusive  by  all 
candid  men  of  science,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  It  is  recorded 
in  Professor  Barlow's  Treatise  on  Magnetism,  in  the  Encyclopedia  Meiropo- 
iUana^  and  in  various  other  authentic  works  on  the  scfence,  that  the  varia- 
tion at  London,  in  the  year  1818,  was  24<^  30'  west ;  and  the  latitude  of  that 
metropolis  being  6P  31',  its  longitude  is  thus  determined : 

W  30'  00"  00'"    variation  at  London  in  1818. 
+        19  13   36        twice  the  annual  progress  pf  the  magnetic  axis  ih  that 

latitude. 


=  76  27  22  43 

4-  13  25  56  58    co-longitude,  or  amount  of  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  ip 

that  latitude. 


89  53  19  41  —   from 

92  37  09  55        longitude  of  the  magnetic  pple,  Septei;nber  15, 1837. 


=   2  43  50  14 

—   2  37  09  55     excess  of  the  pole's  longitude  beyond  90<^. 

--         6  40  19     longitude  of  the  place  of  observation  in  London* 

The  longitude  of  London,  as  given  in  Bowditch^s  Navigator^  and  in 
other  reputable  works,  is  6'  west  of  Greenwich  Observatory,  where  the 
longitude  is  zero ;  the  distance  being  measured  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  If, 
therefore,  the  Vcuriation  from  which  this  longitude  is  calculated  were  taken 
with  perfect  accuracy,  it  must  have  been  taken  at  a  part  of  London  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  that  building,  that  is,  provided  the  distance 
from  the  Observatory  at  Greenwich  be  also  given  with  perfect  accuracy. 
But  if  the  result  of  this  calculation  thus  demonstrates  the  extreme  accuracy 
of  the  observation,  it  also  demonstrates  the  truth  and  legitimacy  of  all  tlie 


[  253  ]  10 

other  data  employed  to  produce  it.  It  demonstrates  the  validity  of  ywr 
memorialist'b  claims,  to  the  discovery  of  the  latitude,  longitude,  and  rateof 
motion  of  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  earth,  and  of  a  new  method  of  findi^ 
true  longitude  by  the  use  of  the  mag:netic  needle  alone. 

To  all  reflecting  minds  this  conclusion  is  irresistible,  but  as  disco?eries 
of  this  kind  have  often  to  encounter  strongly  prejudiced  and  supercilious 
objections,  your  memorialist  will  use  the  same  data  to  find  other  results  as 
clearly  demonstrative  of  the  truth  of  those  data  as  the  longitude  of  Loodoo 
which  they  have  already  determined.  What  if  your  honorable  body  should 
wish  to  test  the  truth  of  your  memorialist's  pretensions,  by  requiriag  him 
to  sho^,  from  the  variation  at  London,  in  the  year  1818,  what  was  the 
variation  there  in  the  year  1657,  or  161  years  previous?  He  would  cheer- 
fully comply  with  the  requisition  in  the  following  short  and  simple  manner: 

24^' 30'  00"  00'"  variation  in  London  1818, 

24  30  00  00     progress  of  the  axis  in  161  years,  at  the  previously  as- 
signed rateof  9'  36"  48"  a  year,  in  the  latitude  of  London. 

00  00  00  00     no  variation  at  London  in  the  year  1 657. 

The  truth  of  this  result  is  proved  by  the  recorded  fact  that  there  was  no 
variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  at  London  in  the  year  1657.  This  fact  is 
recorded  in  the  E'ltcyclopedia  Metropolitana^  and  many  other  respectable 
works,  on  the  authority  of  an  observation  by  Bond,  takeu  in  that  year,  and 
is  well  known  to  all  students  and  professors  of  maa^neticai  science.  Tour 
memorialist  therefore  respectfully  contends,  that  the  identity  of  tiiis  fact, 
with  the  annual  increase  motion  of  the  magnetic  axis  which  he  has  assigned 
to  the  latitude  of  London,  demonstrates  that  rate  of  motion  to  be  correct 
And,  if  this  be  admitted,  then  all  his  other  data  and  principles  of  terrestrial 
magnetism  are  Correct,  for  your  honorable  body  has  seen  that  that  aunnal 
rate  »f  motion  for  London  was  obtained  from  an  assigned  angle  of  the 
magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  London,  which  ai^le  was  derived  by  the 
familiar  rule  of  Direct  Proportion  from  the  angle  of  that  axis  at  90°  of  lati- 
tude, arid  this  angle  places  both  the  north  and  the  south  magnetic  poles  at 
the  distance  of  23°  28'  from  the  poles  of  the  earth's  axis,  and,  therefore,  in 
latitude  66°  32'  north  and  south,  which  is  the  latitude  of  the  arctic  and 
antarctic  circles. 

The  period  of  666  years,  as  that  of  the  complete  revolution  of  the  mag- 
netic poles  through  360°  and  36"  of  longitude,  having  also  been  used  to 
obtain  this  correct  result,  it  follows  that  this  period  also  has  been  accurately 
ascertained  and  assigned.  Your  memorialist,  however,  deems  it  proper  to 
slate,  that  as  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  in  every  latitude,  arrives 
at  its  maximum  in  163  years,  the  preceding  method  of  obtaining  the  time 
of  variation,  or  of  no  variation,  by  mere  multiplication,  is  inapplicable  to 
a  longer  period,  and  another  process  becomes  necessary  to  a  true  result; 
for  a  longer  period  might  not  only  embrace  the  three  years  and  a  half 
during  which  there  is  no  perceptible  change  in  the  variation  after  it  has 
arrived  at  its  maximum,  but  also  those  years  in  which  it  may  have  l)een 
returning  towards  its  minimum.  But  these  circumstances  taken  into 
account,  the  preceding  data  are  adequate  to  determine  the  true  longitude 
of  any  place  on  the  globe.  If,  therefore,  from  the  fact  tliat  there  was  no 
variation  in  London  in  the  year  1657,  your  honorable  body  should  wish 
to  test  these  new  principles,  by  requiring  your  memorialist  to  show  tte 
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lougitnde  in  which  there  was  no  variation  nine  years  subsequently,  in  the 
latitude  of  Paris,  he  would  answer  as  follows : 

(P   9'    36"    48'"    annual  progress  of  the  line  of  no  variation  in  the 

latitude  of  London. 
X9 


1     26    31     12 

+  6    40     19      west  longitude  of  London. 


I     33     11     31 

+  4    48    24      half  year's  progress  of  the   line  from  the  time    it 

was  in  London. 


1     37     69    66 

+41  •  68    45       difference  between  the  amount  of  the  angle  of  the 

magnetic  axis,  in  the  latitude  of  London  and  that 
of  Paris,  which  is  48°  60'  16". 


2     19     58  .  40  '    longitude  of  the  line  in  the  latitude  of  Paris,  in  the 

middle  of  the  year  1666. 
■2    20     16    00      longitude  of  the  Paris  Observatory. 


-=  16    20      difference,  equal  to  about  10  days,  or  from  the  11  ih  v 

to  the  21st  of  May. 

So  that,  if  your  memorialist's  premises  are  true,  there  was  no  variation 
at  the  Paris  Observatory  on  the  2lst  of  May,  1666.  Upon  this  month  apd 
day  he  has  no  evidence  to  offer ;  but  upon  this  year  he  has  evidence ; 
and  he  respectfully  refers  your  honorable  body  to  the  fact,  recorded  in  the 
Encyclopedia  Metropolitana,  and  many  other  works,  on  the  authority 
of  an  observation  by  Picard,  taken  at  Paris  in  the  year  1666,  that  there 
was  no  variation  there  at  that  time.     . 

Your  memorialist  next  solicits  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to 
results  in  longitude  and  variation,  which  he  derives  from  the  annual  rate 
.  of  motion  that  he  has  assigned  to  the  magnetic  poles,  in  their  respective 
circles,  as  contradistinguished  from  the  annual  progress  of  their  axes  in 
the  several  parallels  of  latitude.  If  coincident  results  are  obtained  from 
this  new  source,  it  follows  that  the  annual  motion  of  32'  26"  assigned  to 
these  poles  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  all  the  diversified  changes  of  varia- 
tion, and  is  therefore  true.  The'  rule  for  this  operation  may  be  expressed 
in  common  arithmetic  as  follows : 

The  variation  used  in  this  process  must  exceed  the  amount  of  the  angle  . 
of  the  magnetic  axis  on  the  latitude  of  the  place  of  observation.  It  must 
be  reduced  to  its  lowest  denomination,  and  be  divided  by  32'  26"  reduced 
to  the  same  denomination.  The  first  quotient,  though  apparently  of  the 
same  denomination  as  the  dividend  and  divisor,  will,  in  reality,  be  degrees 
of  lonofitude,  and  must  be  so  considered.  Then  reduce  the  remainder,  if 
any,  by  60,  divide  by  the  previous  divisor,  and  call  the  quotient  minutes, 
and  so  reduce  and  divide  whatever  other  remainders  that  occur,  and  call 
the  quotients  seconds  and  thirds.  If  the  variation  used  exceeds  one  and  a 
half  of  the  amount  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude,  the 
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full  quotient  thns  acquired  ihust  be  doubled.    If  it  be  less  than  one  ari  a 
hair,  it  roust  be  taken  without  alteration  ;  but  in  either  case,  it  mastbe 
added  to  the  amount  of  that  angle.    The  difference  between  this  prod^t 
and  the  longitude  of  the  pole  at  the  lime  of  the  observation  will  be  tk 
longitude  required.    But  if  the  longitude  of  the  pole  at  that  time  has  d^ 
been  calculated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  work  the  intermediate  amountd 
variation,  according  to  the  motion  of  the  axis  in  the  latitude,  bytherok 
before  given  for  finding  the  annual  rate,  and  then  to  divide  it  by  32*  26, 
as  in  the  rule  last  given  for  working  the  observed  variation  ;  and  the  inter- 
mediate  variation  thus  calculated  from  the  ascertained  longitude  of  tk 
pole  at  some  other  period,  must  be  added  to  the  longitudinal  valae  of  tbe 
observed  variation,  and  the  whole  product  subtracted  from  the  longitude 
of  the  pole  at  the  time  from  which  the  intermediate  variation  is  calculated. 
The  difference  will  be  the  longitude  required.    The  accuracy  of  this  mk 
niay  be  exemplified  by  the  variation  taken  at  Paris,  by  M.  Arago.  in  ibe 
year  1835.    That  variation,  ns  reported  in  the  scientific  journals,  was 
22P  04'  west,  and  it  determines  the  longitude  of  tbe  place  of  observatioQ  as 
follows : 
22P  04'    00"  00'"  M.  Arago's  variation  at  Paris,  November  16, 1835. 

(See  rule.) 
+32    26    00 


--81    38    39    48 

+12    44    02    07    amount  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  tbe  lati- 
tude of  Paris. 


^94    22    41    66 

—33    66    46     -18'  21"  12"'  two  years'  progress  of  tire  axis.  (Sec 

rule.) 


-^94    56  88  41 

— 92    37  09  65    longitude  of  the  magnetic  pole,  September  15^  IKT. 

^  2    19  28  4S 

4-  1  30  40    decrease  of  variation  from  Sept.  15  to  Nov.  16. 


2    20    59    26    longitude  of  the  plaee  of  observation. 
2    20    15    po    longitude  of  the  Observatory. 


^  44    26    diflerence. 

This  very  trifling  diflference  would  be  the  amount  of  error  in  M.  Aragos 
obfi^ration,  provided  he  took  it  precisely  on  the  longitude  of  the  Paris 
observatory.  But  your  mensorialist  has  seen  no  evidence  ns  to  the  place 
at  which  M.  Arago  took  his  observation,  and  therefore  he  raay  have  taken 
it  without  error.  It  is  also  due  to  him  to  stale  that  there  may  have  been 
seconds  and  thirds  in  his  variation  that  were  not  reported. 

Candor,  however,  requires  your  n)emorialist  to  admit,  and  it  is  an  ad- 
mission which  M.  Arago  will  have  a  right  to  demand,  provided  his  obser- 
vations were  taken  at  the  Paris  Observatory,  and  at  the  time  reported,  that 
a  minute  difierence  may  arise  from  a  certain  fractional  excess  in  tfee 
angle  of  the  magnetic  axis,  on  Ihe  latitude  of  that  city,  occasioned  by  Ae 
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assumption  that  the  angle  of  that  axis^  with  the  earth's  axis  at  the  equator, 
is  exactly  23^  38',  instead  of  nUnus  this  amount,  by  the  few  seconds  that 
the  inclination  of  the  earth's  axis,  to  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic,  is  mintts  ituA 
amount. 

This  deficiency,  however,  would  produce  scarcely  an  appreciable  excess 
in  the  value  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  upon  the' 
lower  latitudes,  were  it  not  enhanced  by  the  elipticity  of  the  earth,  which, 
as  measured  by  the  unerring  laws  of  the  magnetic  forces,  reduces  the  actual 
yalue  of  those  latitudes  below  the  geographical  standard,  in  which  the  earth 
is  hypothetically  a  perfect  sphere.  The  latter  cause  also  obviously  dimin- 
ishes the  actual  value  of  degrees  of  longitude  in  high  latitudes,  but  the 
effect  of  tlie  two  causes  combined,  upon  the  true  determination  of  longitiicfe' 
by  variation,  is  far  less  than  that  of  the  inevitable  errors  in  the  graduation 
and  use  of  astronomical  instruments,  and  is  infinitesimally  less  than  the 
inaccuracy  of  time  incident  to  the  best  chronometers.  Where  absolute 
mathematical  accuracy  is  required,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  true 
amount  of  the  elipticity  of  the  earth,  and  the  true  inclination  of  its  axis, 
with  which  inclination  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  ever  most  strictly 
agrees. 

Your  memorialist  has  no  mental  reservation  in  saying,  that  he  has  ample 
ma£:netical  data  for  demonstrating  thai  inclination  and  that  elipticity ;  but 
as  tlie  latter,  in  consequence  of  the  proportional  innovation  of  the  ocean 
upon  northern  latitudes  is  coniinually  changing,  he  cannot  give  the  per- 
fectly true  value  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis,  without  presenting 
calculations  too  elaborate  for  prompt  comprehension  from  a  document  de- 
signed to  be  read  before  a  public  assembly.  In  this  document,  therefofe, 
he  is  enabled  to  use  only  the  proximately  true  value  of  that  angle,  which, 
nevertheless,  yields  more  accurate  results  than  can  be  obtained  by  the  best 
insfru mental  observations  with  which  these  results  can  be  tested. 

Farther  and  equally  conclusive  evidence  of  the  reality  of  your  menlo* 
rialist's  discoveries,  and  of  the  minute  exactness  of  the  mathematical  prin-  . 
ciples  upon  which  they  are  founded,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  honw« 
able  body,  on  the  authority  of  an  observation  taken  by  Messis.  Simpsen 
and  Deane,  engineers,  attached  to  the  expedition  sent  by  the  British  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  m  the  year  1837,  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  Aretie- 
coast  commenced  by  Captain  Back.    It  is  an  observation  of  variation  taken 
in  latitude  7(P  43'  north,  at  a  place  called  Cape  Halket,  4^  II'  north  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  on  the  5th  af  July,  1837,  which  variation,  as  reported 
in  the  foreign  and  American  journals,  was  43^  08'  33".    From  this  vari- 
ation in  that  latitude,  your  memorialist  will  suppose  that  you  require  hinv 
to  show  the  longitude  of  the  place  of  observation,  by  the  rule  by  which  hn 
has  determined  the  longituae  of  M.  Arago's  observation  at  Paris :  and. 
he  will  accede  to  this  presumed  requisition  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  be- 
cause the  result  which  the  problem  developes  not  only  proves  that  his^ 
principles  of  calculation  are  applicable  to  higher  latitudes  than  that  of  the 
magnetic  pole,  but,  also,  because  it  proves  the  longitudinal  position  whiefa^- 
he  has  assigned  to  the  axis  of  the  magnetic  poles  to  be  correct. 

In  reference  to  the  latter  question,  he  begs  to  state  that,  in  the  month  of^ 
July,  183S,he  visited  the  village  of  Fairview,  Pa.,  with  Mr.  Stork,  a  civil  engjr 
neer,  of  Fredonin,  New  York,  to  determine,  by  means  of  solar  observations,, 
the  longitude  of  that  axis,  which,  according  to  his  previous  calculationii 
was  in  that  relative  position  with  the  earth's  axis^  which  made  it  a  line  of^ 
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no  variation  in  that  neighborhood.  On  the  first  day  of  August,  he  iotad 
the  line  precisely  on  the  spot  on  which  he  had  placed  it  from  the  variatka 
observed  by  Mr.  Haskins,  at  Buffalo,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1837,  aiie 
allowing  the  rate  of  its  westerly  motion  in  the  latitude  of  Fairview.  fros 
that  date,  and  the  difference  between  its  angles  in  the  two  latitudes,  h 
the  following  example,  he  uses  its  longitude  where  he  found  it  jn  the  Tillage 
of  Fairview,  corrected  to  the  date  of  the  observation  at  Buffalo,  to  whidi, 
also,  he  corrects  the  variation  taken  in  latitude  7(P  43',  in  order  that  the 
slight  difference  between  the  three  observations  may  be  more  distinctly 
appreciated.  In  this  example,  the  variation  being  easterly,  it  is  necessary 
to  add  the  longitude  of  the  magnetic  axis  to  the  longitudinal  amount  of 
the  variation,  instead  of  subtracting  it,  as  in  the  examples  of  westerly 
variation,  and  to  subtract  the  difference  between  the  angles  of  the  maguetie 
axis,  in  the  two  latitudes  referred  to,  instead  of  adding  it,  as  in  those 
examples : 

43°  08'  33"  00'"  easterly  variation  observed  by  Messrs.  Simpson  and 

Deane,  of  the  Britisli  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1837,  in  latitude  70°  43'  north. 
•«-    32  26  00      see  the  rule  for  the  former  example. 


=:  79  36  04  23  longitudinal  value  of  the  variation. 

ngitude 
42°  00". 


,    QQ  «Q  go  07  longitude  of  the   magnetic  axis    at    Fairview,  latitude 


=169  49  67  00 

T  00  IK  00  difierence  between  the  angles  of  the  maifnetic  axis  in 
-    7  29  15  22      ^j^^  ^^^  latitudes.  ^ 


:152  20  41  38 

6  16  40  progress  of  the  axis  from  July  5  to  September  15, 1837. 


:152  14  24  58  longitude  as  calculated  from  the  variation. 

-152  14  00  00  longitude  as  reported  by  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Dean. 


=      .        24  68  difference. 

This  difierence,  in  so  high  a  latitude  as  70^  43',  amounts  to  but  a  fev 
yurds,  and  is  therefore  a  proof  of  the  extraordinary  skill  and  care  of  the 
observers,  and  of  the  excellence  of  their  astronomical  instruments.  But 
trifling  as  it  is,  your  memorialist  is  compelled  to  infer,  from  almost  innumer- 
able calculations,  in  which  the  minute  accuracy  of  his  principles  of  terres- 
trial magnetism  have  been  intently  scrutinized  and  proved  through  a 
multiplicity  of  applications,  that  the  difference  of  24"  58'",  in  this  exampk, 
is  attributable  to  those  instruments  rather  than  to  these  principles.  Prac* 
tical  mathematicians,  who  are  aware  of  the  great  liability  to  error  in  the 
use  of  the  azimuth  instrument  in  observations  of  variation,  and  of  the 
considerable  longitudinal  difference  which  must  be  produced  by  the  least 
conceivable  inaccuracy  in  the  chronometer,  will  readily  admit  that  so  slight 
a  discrepance  is  a,  very  admirable  coincidence,  alike  illustrative  of  the  ex- 
treme correctness  of  the  observation,  and  of  the  validity  "of  the  magnetical 
data  which  yield  such  an  identical  result. 
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So  perfectly  unerring,  indeed,  are  the  operations  of  the  magnetic  forces 
upon  the  earth  and  throughout  the  whole  universe,  that  the  most  exact 
chronometer  made  by  human  skill,  can  be  regulated  by  them  with  immu- 
table precision  and  geometrical  certainty. 

Your  memorialist  will  now  adduce  further  evidence  on  this  subject,  de- 
rived from  the  regularity  in  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  every 
parallel  of  latitude,  and  will  inform  your  honorable  body  of  rules  by  which 
variation  can  be  determined  in  every  part  of  the  world,  at  all  times,  past, 
present,  and  future.  In  stating  rules  for  calculating  questions  of  this  kind, 
your  memorialist  labors  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  unable  to  submit 
to  your  examination,  in  a  written  memorial,  a  series  of  tables  by  which 
they  can  all  be  promptly  solved,  and  true  results  obtained,  without  im- 
posing upon  your  honorable  body  the  tedious  task  of  arithmetical  investi- 
gations with  which  your  legislative  duties  may  allow  you  but  little  leisure 
to  favor  him.  Trustitig,  however,  that  his  memorial  will  be  referred  to  a 
committee  by  whom  these  investigations  will  be  undertaken,  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  cause  of  science  which  they  involve,  he  is  happy  in  submit- 
ting to  their  scrutiny  the  rules  which  he  has  proposed.  The^^^  is  for 
finding  the  variation  at  any  place,  at  any  time,  when  the  variation  is  de- 
creasinfff  and  it  consists  of  ei&^t  sections,  which  are  as  follows : 

1.  Find  by  the  Rule  of  Three  Direct,  as  in  the  previous  examples,  the 
angle  of  the  magnetic  axis,  in  the  latitude  of  the  place  at  which  the  varia- 
tion for  any  given  time  is  required. 

2.  Find  the  mcuimttm  angle  of  variation  for  the  latitude  of  the  place, 
which  is  simply  twice  the  amount  of  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  that 
latitude. 

3.  Find  the  amount  of  the  maximum  variation  for  the  latitude  of  the 
place,  which  amount  is  different  from  the  maximum  angle  of  variation  for 
the  place,  and  this  is  done  as  follows :  Subtract  from  66^  32',  which  is  the 
latitude  of  the  magnetic  pole,  6^  28',  which  is  the  angle  of  the  line  of  no 
variation  with  the  terrestrial  axis,  and  the  remainder  will  be  latitude 
6(P  04',  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  with  which  i?  15^  39'  42"  34'",  and 
this  angle  is  to  be  adopted  as  a  standard  number  in  finding  variation  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  Take  the  difference  between  this  number,  and 
the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  the  place  at  which  the 
variation  is  requir^,  and  subtract  that  difference  from  the  maximum 
angle  of  variation  already  found.  The  remainder  will  be  the  maximum 
variation  for  the  latitude  of  the  place  at  which  the  actual  variation  is  re- 
quired. 

4  Find  the  time  of  the  maximum  variation,  which  is  done  as  follows : 
Add  to  the  maximum  angle  of  variation  already  found  the  difference  be- 
tween 15^  39'  42"  34'"  and  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude 
of  the  maximum  variation  already  found ;  reduce  the  product  to  its  lowest 
denomination,  and  divide  by  the  annual  motion  of  the  magnetic  axis  in 
that  latitude  which  is  found  by  a  rule  already  given.  The  quotient  will 
be  a  certain  number  of  years,  which  is  to  be  subtracted  from  the  date  of 
the  longitude  of  the  pole  before  used  in  this  memorial,  namely,  the  16th  of 
September,  1837 ;  then  add  to  the  remainder  163  years,  which  are  required 
for  a  maximum  variation,  and  the  product  will  be  the  time  of  the  maximum 
variation  which  was  required. 

6.  Find  the  time  from  which  the  maximum  variation  began  to  decrease^ 
which  is  done  by  adding  three  yeats  and  a  half  to  the  time,  already  found, 
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al  which  that  maximum  was  completed  :  these  three  years  and  a  half  beio^ 
the  period  during  which  variatiou,  in  every  latitude,  after  it  has  acqnird 
its  maximum,  remains  without  any  appreciable  change. 

6.  Find  the  annual  rate  of  variation,  which  is  done  as  folk>ws:  Divi^ 
(he  maximum*  variatiou  by  666  years,  the  period  in  which  the  magnede 
potes  perform  an  entire  revolution,  multiply  the  quotient  by  4,  and  the  pro- 
duct, when  reduced  to  minutes,  seconds,  and  thirds,  will  be  the  annudratt 
of  vetriation  in  the  latitude  of  the  place  at  which  the  actual  variation  is 
required. 

7.  Find  the  aciual  variation  required,  which  is  done  as  follows :  Addio 
the  time  when  the  maximum  variation  began  to  decrease,  the  period  which 
intervenes  between  it  and  the  time  of  the  variation  required ;  multiply  the 
annual  rate  of  variation  by  the  time  which  remains ;  subtract  this  mahi- 
plied  amount  of  annual  variation  from  the  maximum  variation,  and  the  T^ 
mainder  will  be  the  actual  variation  required. 

8.  To  find  its  amount  for  a  future  period,  subtract  its  annual  rate  ibrthe 
tiffie  required,  and  to  find  it  for  a  past  period,  add  its  annual  rate.  ' 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  presents  a  practical  illustration  cf  each 
section  of  this  rule,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  result  which  will  be  confirmed  by 
a  recorded  observation  of  great  accuracy  and  authenticity  : 

Skction  1.  If  the  angle  of  the  magnetic  with  the  terrestial  axis  be  23°  28' 
at  90^  of  latitude  from  me  equator,  what  is  its  angle  on  the  latitude  of  Pahs; 
which  is  48°  60'  16"?    Answer  by  Direct  Proportion  : 

12^  W  08"  07"'  angle  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  Paris. 

Section  2.  To  find  the  maximum  angle  of  variation  for  the  latitude  of 
Paris  * 

12^'  w  02"  or' 

X     2     . 


==26    28  04    14     maximuni  angle  of  variation  in  the  latitude  of  Paril 

Skgt ION  3.  To  fitid  the  mafximam  variation  for  the  latitode  of  Paris : 

W  39'  42*^  34'*  angle  of  the  mag.  axis  in  lat.  60^  04',  or'  fat  66°  3?- 

dP  28^  the  angle  of  the  line  of  no  viatiatSon. 

— ij8  44  02  (rr 


2    65  40   27    differeftfeiB. 


25°  28'  04"  14'" 
—  2    55   40    27 


^22   32(  23    47    ntoiittitim ^ridtSotf atr Pttris.* 

Section  4.  To  find  the  iimeof  the  maidmum  variation  at  Paris : 

ago  28'- 04"  14*" 
+   2    55  40    27 

»28    23   44    41 

•«-     9  10   36    annual  prdgressof  the  mag.  axis  in  the  latitode  of  PariBi 

«     171J  yeardi 
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1837    date  of  the  longitude  of  the  pole  from  the  observation 
at  Buffalo. 
171i 


=   1666i 

-{-     163  years  required  for  a  maximum  variation. 


=   18284  =-  1829  the  time  of  the  maximum  variation  at  Paris. 

Section  6.  To  find  the  time  firom  which  the  maximum  variation,  at 
Paris,  began  to  decrease : 

1828A 

-{-  3^  years  in  which  the  variation  remains  stationary. 

» 1832    the  time  required. 

Section  6.  To  find  the  annual  variation  at  Paris : 

220  32*  23"  47'"  maximum  variation. 

-*-  666    years,  the  period  in  which  the  magnetic  poles  complete 


their  entire  revolution. 


And  X      4 


8     7    20    the  annual  variation  at  Paris. 

Section  7.  To  find  the  variation  at  Paris  in  the  year  1835  : 

1836 
-1832  commencement  of  the  decrease. 


«       3x8'  07"  20"'  annual  variation. 

-24'  28"— 22°  32'  23"  47'"  maximum  variation. 

« 22^08'  01"  47'"  variation  at  Paris  March  15,  1835. 
—22  04  00    00    M.  Arago's  variation  November  16,  1835. 

»  04  01    47  difference  for  time  of  year.  - 

Your  honorable  body  will  perceive  that  a  rule,  similar  to  this,  might  be 
^ven  for  finding  the  variation  when  and  where  it  is  inartasing  ;  but  fear- 
ing that  its  prolixity  would  be  deemed  an  unwarrantable  intrusion  upon 
irour  time  and  attention,  your  memorialist,  by  availing  himself  of  the 
ongitude  as  well  as  the  latitude  of  a  place  at  which  the  variation  is 
required,  can  furnish  a  rule  more  convenient  and  perspicuous,  though  less 
extensively  applicable.  To  find  variation  where  it  is  increasing  at  any 
place  within  23^  28'  of  longitude  east  of  the  magnetic  axis,  it  is  only 
necessary,  first,  to  find  the  difference  between  the  angles  of  the  magnetic 
axis  in  the  latitude  of  Buffalo  and  that  of  the  place  of  calculation  by  data 
and  rules  already  repeatedly  used  in  this  memorial.  Second,  subtract  this 
difference  from  the  longitude  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  Buf- 
falo on  the  15th  of  September,  1837,  which  longitude  was  80^  20'  03'  04'" ; 
then  subtract  from  this  remainder  the  longitude  of  the  place  of  calculation, 
and  the  final  remainder  will  be  the  variation  in  the  same  year.  Third, 
to  find,  by  the  rule  already  ^ven,  the  annual  variation  of  the  place,  and 
add  or  subtract  the  amount  for  the  time  at  which  the  variation  is  required. 
As  an  example  of  this  rule,  your  memorialist  presents  the  variation  at  two 
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periods  in  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  capitol  in  which  your  honorab 
body  is  now  assembled : 

80°  20'  03"  04'"  longitude  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  Buffalo, 

September  15,  1837. 
—  1   02  36   15    difference  between  the  angles  of  the  magnetic  axis  in 

the  latitude  of  Buffalo,  or  42^  53'  north,  and  that  of 
the  Capitol  at  Washington,  which  is  38^  52'  54'*nonb. 

-79  17  26  49 

—77  01  48  00    longitude  of  the  capitol. 


2   15  38  49     west,  variation  at  the  Capitol  September  15, 1837. 
-|-   10  56  06    one  year  and  six  months'  increase  of  variation. 


=   2  26  34  55    west,  variation  at  the  capitol  March  16,  1839. 

An  accurate  solar  observation  would  prove  this  variation  to  be  correct^ 
and  the  following  exan^Ie  in  New  York  will  bear  a  similar  test  : 

80°  20'  03"  04'"  longitude  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  Bu/6do, 

September  15,  1837. 

—  33  59  00     difference  between  the  angles  of  the  magnetic  axis  in 

42°  53',  the  latitude  of  BufTalo,  and  A(P  42"  40",  the 
latitude  of  the  city  hall.  New  York. 

=  79  46  04"^ 

—74  01  08  00    longitude  of  the  city  hall. 


6  44  56  04    west,  variation  at  the  city  hall,  September  15,  1837. 
4-  14  54  00    two  years'  increase  of  variation. 


=  5  59  50  04    west,  variation  at  the  city  hall,  Sef)tember  15, 1839. 

Your  memorialist  having  given,  in  a  previous  pf^?e  of  this  mtmorial,  tu 
observation  of  variation  taken  by  Mr.  Twining,  at  Chesterfield,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  the  year  1837,  and  having  proved  the  longitude  of  ifce  place  by  it 
within  4'  B6"  56"'  of  that  longitude  as  riecOrded  i^i  the  American  Journufi 
ISciencet  now  begs  leave  to  offet  the  ttue  vatiation  at  that  place  on  the  IMi 
of  September  iri  the  same  year,  in  order  that  the  truth  of  his  magneticd 
discoveries  tnay  be  farther  tried  and  illustrated.  And  this  example  possoses 
nfitttti  scientific  interest  frt)m  the  fact  that  the  latitude  of  BufFaio,  at  present 
used  in  these  calculations,  and  that  of  Ohestetfield  being  the  same,  mere  is 
no  difference  between  the  angles  of  the  magnetic  tixis  to  be  subtracted  fitwn 
the  lon^tude  of  that  axis,  as  in  other  cases.  If,  Axcirefofe;,  a  true  variatsm 
be  obtained  m  thiis  ibstattoe,  it  will  detnotistrate  the  immutability  of  the 
principles  df  calciuktion  which  ydur  memoriaKst  eniplays. 

] F  16'  53"  09"    angle  of  Die  lAMue^tie  him  m  the  latitude  of  B^xSalo, 

Which  la  42""  63'^ 
— ^11  10  63  09      angle  of  the  o^agnetic  axi&  ia  ibf^  liEitiilii40  of  GSbtM^ 

&^vrtMimvim4a^'6Z\ 


•^k«MB«Mlta  «tA.I^||l«h*i 


00  00  00  eo     no  difference. 
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80°  20'  03"  04"'    longitude  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude  of  Buffalo, 

September  15,  18^37. 
— 00  00  00  00      no  differencu  to  ba  subtracted. 


recorded  longitude  of  diesterfield, 


=  80 
72 

20  03 
20  00 

04 
00 

=  8 
8 

00  03  04- 
06  00  00 

variation  at  Chesterfield,  Septeipber  15,  1837. 

west,  variatioa  as  tak^n  by  Mr.  Twining  same  year. 

4  56  66      difference  for  time  of  year, 

In  thus  testing  the  validity  of  his  premises,  by  the  recorded  observa- 
tions of  other  persons,  your  memorialist  is  manifestly  under  the  disadvan- 
tageons  necessity  of  making  the  error  which,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
is  inseparable  from  those  observations,  the  standard  of  his  truth;  and 
under  this  disadvantage  he  must  remain,  until  his  principles  of  terrestrial 
magnetism  shall  ,be  found  to  be  the  standard  by  which  that  error  is  to  be 
determined.  He  is  enabled,  however,  to  submit  to  your  inspection  a  series 
of  observations  of  variation,  recorded  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science, 
as  taken  annually  at  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  for  a  period  of  twenty-six  years, 
commencing  in  the  year  1912,  and  terminating  in  the  year  1837,  and 
which,  as  compared  with  his  calculations  of  variation  for  the  same  years, 
afford  convincing  evidence  that  his  calculations  are  more  accurate  than 
those  observations.  Twenty-five  of  the  twenty-six  of  the  annual  variations 
here  referred  to  were  taken  by  Mr,  Nathan  Wilde,  an  engineer,  resident  at 
Chesterfield ;  and  the  other  is  the  one  taken  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Twining,  which 
your  memorialist  has  already  adduced. 

.  Chesterjield,  New  Hampshire.— Latitude  42°  63';  longitude  72^20'. 


Variation 

Year. 

, i , 

By  whom  taken. 

Variation  calcoi- 

otwcrved. 

w 

lated. 

6o  26^ 

1812 

Nathan  Wilde   .       .       - 

40  37'  39^'  41'" 

6  35 

1813 

Do.   do.   « 

4  45  43  09 

6  17 

1814 

Do.   do.   _ 

4  53  46  37 

6    07 

1815 

Po.   do.   -       -       - 

5  01  50  05 

6  03 

1816 

Do.   do.    ., 

5  09  53  88 

6  02 

1817 

Do.   do.    - 

5  17  57  01 
5  36  00  09 

6  00 

1818 

Do.   do.    . 

6  08 

1819 

Do.   do.    -       -       - 

5  34  03  57 

6  00 

1820 

Do.   do.    . 

5  42  07  29 

6  07 

18^1 

Da   do.    «       ^       - 

5  50  10  57 

6  19 

1823 

Do.   do.    « 

5  58  14  35 

6  ao 

1838 

Do.   do.    . 

6  06  17  58 

C  40 

1824 

Do.   do.    .. 

6  14  31  21 

6  35 

1825 

Do.   do.    - 

6  22  24  49 

6  85 

1826 

Do.   do.    - 

6  30  38  17 

6  45 

1837 

Do.   do,    . 

6  88  31  46 

0  52 

ld28 

Do.   do.    -       ...       - 

6  46  35  13 

7  00 

1839 

Da   do.    • 

6  54  38  36 

7  0$ 

1836 

Do.   do.    _    .   - 

7  03  41  54 

7  10 

1881 

J}6.       do.    - 

7  10  46  2d 

7  15 

1832 

Po.   4o.    •        r- 

7  18  48  59 

7  3Q 

1833 

Do.   do.    .- 

7  26  52  18 

7  35 

1834   i 

00.   do.    «       -       - 

7  34  55  46 

7  40 

1886 

Do.   do.    . 

7  tt  69  14 

7  45 

1886 

Da   do.   - 

7  51  09  4^ 

8  06 

1837 

A.  C.  Twining  -       - 

8  00  Q^  V^ 
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In  the  first  ten  years  of  this  series,  a  considerable' difierence  will  be  per- 
ceived between  the  observed  and  the  calculated  variations ;  but  from  the 
year  1822  to  1837  the'  discrepancies  are  comparatively  trifling.  Whilst 
the  latter  portion  of  the  observations  shows  a  pretty  steadily  progiessire 
increase  in  the  variation,  the  former  portion  exhibits  great  anomalies. 
Mr.  Wilde  reports  the  same  amount  of  variation  in  the  year  1815  that  he 
found  in  1821,  six  years  subsequently  ;  and  the  same  amount  in  1816  that 
he  found  in  1819.  He  reports  26'  more  variation  in  1812  than  he  found 
in  1818  and  1820,  though  it  admits  of  no  doubt  that  the  variation  was 
actually  increasing  during  the  whole  twenty-six  years  which  the  record 
embraces.  The  continual  increase  during  the  remaining  sixteen  years 
authorizes  the  inference  that  the  observer  had  used  an  incorrect  mendJan 
line  in  taking  his  earlier  observations;  that  he  had  corrected  his  meridian 
in  the  year  1822,  and,  in  consequence  of  this  correction,  had  found  the 
annual  increase  which  he  reports  from  that  date  to  the  close  of  bis  record 
in  1836.  The  rate  of  increase  which  your  memorialist  has  used  is 
the  annual  progress  of  the  magnetic  axis  in  the  latitude,  which  is  alurays 
to  be  used  in  calculating  increasing  variation,  and  which,  in  that  lati- 
tude, is  8'  03"  28'"  each  year.  This  is  the  annual  increase  which  Mr. 
Wilde  would  have  found  in  the  variation  during  the  whole  period  of  his 
observations,  had  he  taken  them  without  error ;  yet,  as  compared  with  the 
vast  majority  of  magnetical  observations  that  are  preserved  in  nautical  and 
topographical  registers,  they  may  be  said  to  have  been  taken  with  unusaal 
accuracy.  And  as  your  memorialist's  discoveries  will  probably  be  sub- 
jected to  the  ordeal  of  such  records,  however  erratic  and  capricious  they 
may  be,  he  deems  it  essential  justice  to  principles  of  terrestrial  magnetism, 
founded  upon  mathematical  certainty,  that  some  at  least  of  the  prevalent 
causes  of  error  in  magnetical  observations,  heretofore  taken,  should  be 
stated  and  explained.  Among  those  causes,  that  of  taking  a  meridian 
line  from  the  north  star,  by  spherical  instead  of  plane  trigonometry,  is  one 
of  the  most  palpable  and  demonstrable.  Unless  by  an  accidental  coinci- 
dence of  circumstances,  or  by  taking  the  line  when  the  star  is  on  the 
meridian,  which  is  seldom  done,  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle 
cannot  be  correctly  found  by  this  method,  because  the  azimuths  thus  ob- 
tained are  the  proportions  of  a  curve  instead  of  a  straight  line.  The 
greatest  elongation  of  the  star  is  now  scarcely  1^  34',  and,  by  plane  trigono- 
metry, the  direct  proportions  only  of  this  distance  should  be  allowid  for 
azimuths  in  the  several  parallels  of  latitudes 

But  by  spherical  trigonometry,  which  is  preposterously  inapplicable  to 
the  determination  of  a  true  meridian,  these  azimuths,  or  angles,  are  extend- 
ed to  accommodate  the  course  of  a  curve,  and  thus,  although  the  maximum 
elongation  of  the  star  is  but  little  more  th^n  a  degree  and  a  half,  an  azimuth 
of  more  than  two  degrees  is  allowed  for  it  in  the  latitude  of  New  York,  in 
the  present  year,  when  its  real  angle  in  that  latitude  is  in  the  direct  propor- 
tion of  that  maximum.  The  reality  of  this  cause  of  error,-if  indeed  it  be 
not  self-evident,  can  at  any  time  be  ascertained  by  comparing  the  results  of 
a  solar  with  those  of  a  sideral  observation  of  variation,  at  uie  same  place 
and  within  the  nearest  practicable  period  of  time.  The  true  azimuth  which 
is  to  be  allowed  in  taking  variation,  can  always  be  found  by  the  Rule  of 
Three  Direct,  in  the  simple  statement,  that  if  that  azimuth  be  1^  34'  at  9(P 
from  the  equator,  what  is  it  at  any  other  latitude.  Your  memorialist  has 
ascertained  these  novel  facts  by  reiterated  experiments  and  calculationS|  and 
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he  could  substantiate  them  by  a  multiplicily  of  examples.  That  the  errors 
arising  from  false  azimuths,  are  sometimes  nicely  balanced  by  the  angle  of 
the  line  of  no-variation  with  the  terrestrial  axis,  he  could  also  show  by  ex- 
amples of  the  highest  scientific  interest;  and  that  line  being  now  on  this 
westerly  continent,  this  accidental  correction  of  error  is  likely  to  occur 
when  variations  are  taken  somewhat  below  the  middle  latitudes,  by  an 
easterly  elongation.  But  under  other  circumstances,  the  error  remains  un- 
redressed, and  is  placed  upon  record  without  being  detected.  It  is  chiefly 
to  this  source  of  error  that  your  memorialist  attributes  the  irregular  and 
serpentine  course  that  is  given  to  the  line  of  no-variation  in  magnetic  charts ; 
its  general  aspect  in  these  engravings  corresponding  in  a  remarkable  manner 
with  that  which  it  would  necessarily  acquire  from  observations,  taken  by 
spherical  trigonometry.  In  the  Indian  ocean,  where  the  line  is  represented 
the  most  tortuously,  this  cause  would  geometrically  operate  nearly  in  a  four- 
fold degree,  in  consequence  of  the  reversed  angle  of  the  line  with  the  ter- 
restrial axis,  and  of  the  humiliating  fact,  that  navigators,  ignorant  of  the 
existence  of  a  south  magnetic  pole,  use  the  north  end  of  the  needle  in  the 
sotithern  hemisphere.  Your  memorialist  trusts  that  these  causes,  combined 
as  they  are  with  the  circumstance  thnt  the  westerly  progress  of  the  line  of 
no-variation  has  never  been  allowed  by  those  who  have  undertaken  to  de- 
finti  its  direction  from  observations  often  made  at  periods  distant  from  each 
other,  will  snfliciently  account  for  the  disagreement  between  the  position 
which  he  has  assigned  to  it  and  the  one  which  it  is  popularly  supposed  to 
occupy.  It  being  probable,  however,  that  the  presumed  authenticity  of 
variation  charts  will  constitute  the  principal  obstacle  to  the  credibility  of 
your  memorialist's  discoveries,  he  respectfully  submits  an  opinion  of  those 
charts  expressed  by  an  eminent  philosopher,  Protessor  Barlow,  who  is  justly 
deemed  a  high  authority  in  magnetical  science.  In  the  celebrated  treatise, 
which  your  memorialist  has  before  referred  to,  he  states  that  "  They  are 
constructed  from  observations  made  on  shipboard,  which,  from  local  attrac- 
tions, must  necessarily  be  erroneous,  because,  hitherto,  little  attention  has 
been  paid  to  this  source  of  inaccuracy ;  and  where  ship  observations  fail, 
recourse  is  had  to  calculations,  founded  on  principles  altogether  imaginary.. 
So  that  we  must  only  consider  variation  charts  as  giving  very  rough  ap- 
proxiniations  to  the  actual  state  of  the  needle,  and  probably  many  of  the 
fancifully  formed  lines  which  they  all  exhibit  are  wholly  aUributable  to  in- 
accuracy of  observation." 

In  thus  respectfully  suggesting  that  his  magnetical  principles  should  not 
be  measured  by  a  false  standard,  your  memorialist  is  tar  from  deprecating 
the  general  application  of  recorded  observations  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
them.  He  freely  invites  this  test  with  a  firm  confidence,  based  upon  extensive 
and  persevering  research,  that  it  would  triumphantly  establish  those  prin- 
ciples. And  he  feels  it  due  to  higiself  and  to  your  honorable  body,  that  he 
should  adduce  the  recorded  testimony  of  eminent  observers  in  support  of 
his  claims  to  legislative  patronage.  Such  testimony  he  is  enabled  to  present 
from  Panton,  Cook,  Dentrecasteaux,  and  Humboldt,  in  corroboration 
of  the  angle  which  he  has  assigned  to  the  magnetic  equator,  with  the  ter- 
restrial equator,  between  the  tropics.  And  if  the  observations  reported  by 
these  experienced  oiid  reputable  men  show  that  angle  to  be  23°  28',  or  very 
nearly  so,  it  follows,  by  geometrical  necessity,  that  this  is  also  the  angle  of 
the  magnetic  with  the  terrestrial  axis  at  90°  from  the  equator,  and,  there- 
fore, that  the  calculations  of  longitude  and  variation  which  your  memori- 
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ahst  has  based  upon  this  angle,  are  well  founded  and  conclusive.  Accoii- 
ing  to  these  calculations,  the  longitude  of  the  node  of  the  mao^netic  eqnaHx 
upon  the  terrestrial  equator,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1837,  was  2^37 
09*'  55' "  west,  being  the  excess  of  the  north  magnetic  pole's  longitude  be^ 
yond  90°  west,  at  that  lime.  The  annual  westerly  motion  of  that  pJe  be 
ing  32°  26',  it  follows  that  the  annual  westerly  motion  of  the  node  of  the 
magnetic  upon  the  terrestrial  equator  is  the  same.  Therefore  at  a  period 
of  51  years  before  1837,  or  in  the  year  1776,  the  longitude  of  that  node 
on  the'equator  would  have  been  5^°  13'  37"  east,  and  the  magnetic  equator 
would  have  touched  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  or,  in  other  words,  have  acquired 
a  latitude  of  23°  28'  north  in  a  longitude  90°  east  of  its  node,  or  in  longi- 
tude 1 15°  13'  37"  east.  Observations  with  the  dipping  needle  taken  at  ibai 
lime,  in  the  eastern  hemisphere,  ought  so  to  accord  with  this  statement  as 
to  show  no  greater  discrepancies  than  might  fairly  be  attributed  to  in^io- 
mental  inaccuracies,  for  it  is  universally  admitted  that  on  the  mas^netic 
equator  that  needle  exhibits  no  iticlinationsj  and  that  its  inclinaiionsdecrease 
as  it  approaches  that  equator,  and  increase  as  it  departs  fro^i  it. 

Now  it  is  recorded  in  the  kncydopedia  Melropolitana^  that  M.  P&nion 
observi'd  the  inclination  of  the  dipping  needle  upon  the  following  latiuides 
and  longitudes,  in  the  year  1776 : 


Longitude 

Latitude 

Dip 

Magnetic  eqoi- 

east. 

north. 

♦ 

' 

tor. 

At  Oebel  Tier, in  Persia 

43°  12' 

15°  29' 

13°  23'  N. 

2°  06'N 

Gebel  Zeghir 

43  35 

.14  24 

11    37  N. 

2    46  S. 

Mocha 

44   10 

13  22 

8   23  N. 

4    59  X. 

Socotra 

52  55 

13   l6 

4   37  N. 

8    39  xV. 

Angenga     - 

76  54 

8  41 

4    23  S. 

13    <fi^ 

Trinquemalia 

81   30 

3  32 

4   37   S. 

13    09  JH 

The  range  of  latitudes  given  to  the  magnetic  equator  from  these  dipsi:^ 
legitimately  found  by  subtracting  the  northern  dips  from  tlie  latitudes  of 
the  places  of  observation,  and  by  adding  the  southern  dips  to  those  lati- 
tudes. If,  therefore,  a  line  be  drawn  on  a  terrestrial  globe  from  latitude  *? 
06'  north,  in  longitude  43^  12'  east,  to  latitude  13°  09''  north,  in  longitu* 
81°  30'  east,  it  will  be  found  to  be  at  an  angle  of  23°  28'  with  the  terresinal 
latitudes  and  equator. 

From  these  recorded  observations,  therefore,  it  appears  that  the  magnetic 
equator  is  at  an  angle  of  23°  28'  with  the  terrestrial  equator,  and,  therefore, 
that  the  magnetic  axis  is  at  the  same  angle  with  the  terrestrial  axis,  as 
your  memorialist  has  already  demonstrated  from  other  data. 

These  observations  of  M.  Panton,  in  1776,  are  fully  confirmed  by  oth- 
ers reported  by  Captain  Cook,  in  the  year  1780,  and  by  others  reported  by 
M.  Dentrecasteaux;  in  1792  and  1793,  when  the  node  of  the  magnetic 
equator  is  corrected  for  difference  of  time,  at  the  annuul  rate  of  motion  be- 
fore used. 

If  tiie  angle  which  your  memorialist  has  assigned  to  the  magnetic  equa- 
tor be  thus  confirmed  iu  the  eastern  part  of  the  northern   hemisphere,  it 
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ought  to  agree  with  observations  of  the  dipping  needle  in  the  western  part 
of  tlie  southern  hemisphere  ;  for,  being  a  direct  and  not  a  tortuous  line,  it 
ought  to  touch  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  in  the  southwest  at  the  same  time 
that  it  touches  the  tropic  of  Cancer  in  the  northeast ;  and  these  points  of 
contact,  likes  its  nodes  al  the  terrastrlal  equator,  ought  to  be  180°  of 
longitude  from  each  other.  If  in  1776  it  had  a  latitude  of  2S°  29^  north, 
in  longitude  115^  13'  37"  east,  it  ought  to  have  the  same  latitude  sopth,  in 
longitude  64°  46'  23"  west  at  the  same  time.  If  to  this  western  longi- 
tude be  added  23  years'  westerly  progress  of  the  node  of  the  magfuetic  on 
the  terrestrial  equator,  its  western  longitude  in  the  year  1799  would  Ije  77° 
12*  21",  which  agrees  with  the  observations  of  the  dipping  needle  made  by 
Humboldt  in  South  America  in  that  year,  after  subtracting  from  tho  dips 
the  proper  difference  for  terrestrial  distance ;  which  proper  diflference  is  in 
the  proportion  of  23°  28'  to  90°. 

Having  thus  stated  and  confirmed  the  position  of  two  of  the  three 
great  magnetic  circlos  of  the  globe,  namely,  the  magnetic  axis  and  its 
equator,  your  memorialist  will  close  the  summary  and  incidental  evidence 
which  he  can  alone  offer  within  the  restricted  limits  of  this  memorial,  with 
such  illustrations  of  the  position  of  tho  third  great  magnetic  circle,  or  line 
of  no  variation,  as  he  can  furnish  without  entering  into  the  more  elabo- 
rate modes  of  proof  of  which  the  question  is  susceptible.  The  thiee  great 
magnetic  circles  are  at  right  angles  with  each  other,  at  the  twelve  nodes 
upon  which  they  quadrate.  But  as  the  circle  of  the  magnetic  axis  crosses 
that  of  the  magnetic  equator  at  6°'  29*  of  latitude  above  that  equator,  as 
measured  upon  that  axis,  so  ihe  circle  of  no  variation  which  is  every 
where  90°  distant  from  the  circle  of  the  magnetic  axis,  crosses  the  terres- 
trial equator  at  an  angle'  of  6°  2S*  with  the  terrestrial  axis.  When  the 
great  magnetic  circles  are  in  this  relative  |>osition  with  the  great  terrestrial 
circles  in  the  western  hemisphere,  that  relative  position  is  reversed  in  the 
eastern  hemisphere;  the  circle  of  the  magnetic  axis  crossing  that  of  the 
magnetic  equator  at  6°  28'  belma  the  terrestrial  equator,  as  measured  upon 
that  axisj  and,  therefore,  causing  the  line  of  no  variation,  to  cross  the  mag- 
netic instead  of  the  terrestrial  equator,  at  an  angle  of  6°  28'  with  the  ter- 
restrial axis.  It  is  doubtless  to  these  very  peculiar  relations  of  the  mag- 
netic towards  the  terrestrial  meridians  and  parallels  of  .latitude,  that  may 
be  attributed  the  opinion  entertained  by  Professor  Barlow  and  other  dis- 
tinguished magnetical  inquirers,  that  every  place  has  its  distinct  polarizing 
axis :  so  apparently  irregular  are  the  phenomena  of  the  needle,  when  ex- 
amined without  reference  to  the  true  and  immutable  laws  of  magnetism, 
by  which  perfectly  mathematical  and  beautiful  order  is  Obtained  from  ap- 
parent confusion.  Your  memorialist  has  traced  the  course  of  the  north* 
west  section  of  the  circle  of  no  variation  through  the  following  latitudes 
and  longitudes  of  the  United  States,  correcting  the  longitudes  for  the  dif- 
ference "in  the  time  of  observation,  which  extended  from  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1837,  to  the  30lh  of  December,  1838: 

Laiitude.  Long,  of  the  line  of  no  var. 

Sepiember  13, 1837. 

Buffiilo,  New  York    -  -    42°  53'  north,        80°  20'  03"  04'"  west. 

Fairview,  Pennsylvania         -    42    00  north.        80   06  13  59    west. 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina  -    34    11  north.        78   04  04  29    west. 
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A  line  drawn  on  a  terrestrial  globe  from  the  least  of  these  loDgitndes,ii 
the  lowest  of  the  latitudes,  to  the  greatest  of  these  longitudes,  in  the  high- 
est of  the  latitudes,  will  be  at  an  angle  of  6°  28'  with  the  terrestrial  axs. 
and  this,  therefore,  is  the  angle  of  the  line  of  no  variation  with  thatax& 
Your  memorialist  has  tables  of  the  direct  proportions  of  this  angle,  on 
every  parallel  of  latitude ;  and  these  proportions  afford  ready  and  UDerriog 
elements  in  the  determination  of  variation  and  longitude.  Your  memori- 
alist deems  it  unnecessary  to  trace  minutely  the  two  divisions  of  this  great 
circle  through  the  western  and  eastern  hemispheres  of  the  earth,  since  tlieir 
course  can  be  accurately  laid  down  and  their  annual  change  of  longitude 
ascertained  by  the  data  already  furnished.  As  a  ready  ^uide  to  such  meiD- 
bers  of  your  honorable  body  as  may  wish  to  compare  me  longitudinal  po- 
sition herein  given  to  the  circle  of  no  variation,  with  recorded  observations 
of  no  variation,  taken  at  various  places  and  periods,  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
the  semi  circle  of  no  variation,  which  is  now  in  the  western  hemisphere, 
commences  on  the  arctic  circle  in  the  longitude  of  the  magnetic  pole,  which, 
on  the  16th  day  of  September,  1837,  was  92°  37'  09"  55'"  west ;  and,  with 
a  westerly  inclination  in  the  direct  proportions  of  6^  28',  takes  a  south- 
westerly course  through  Hudson's  bay ;  crosses  the  southwest  point  of  I  ake 
Ontaiio  and  the  east  point  of  Lake  Erie;  traverses  the  United  States 
through  Fairview  and  about  40  miles  tp  the  east  of  Pittsburgh,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  northeast  comer  of  Virginia,  adjoining  Maryland,  and  the 
southwest  corner  of  Maryland  ;  then  crosses  the  whole  State  of  Virginia,  pas- 
sing Charlottesville  about  30  miles  west,  and  intersecting  the  main  junction 
of  the  Roanoke  and  Bannister  rivers.  Entering  North  Carolina  at  a  point 
northeast  of  Oxford,  it  passes  Raleigh  about  twenty  miles  to  the  eastward; 
Wilmington  about  ten  miles  to  the  eastward  ;  and  enters  the  Atlantic  ocean 
about  twelve  miles  east  of  Cape  Fear ;  thence  it  runs  through  the  Bahanoa 
islands,  cutting  the  east  point  of  Cuba,  near  the  town  of  Baracoa,  and  the 
west  peninsula  of  St.  Domingo;  traversing  the  Caribbean  sea;  euteriog 
South  America  near  Point  Gallinas  ;  crossing,  the  equator  in  west  ^cmgv- 
tude  69°  09' ;  passing  to  the  west  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  enters  the 
Southern  ocean ;  then  cuts  the  capes  of  Soledad,  one  of  the  Falkland 
islands ;  the  eastern  capes  of  New  South  Shetland,  and  crosses  the  arctic 
circle  in  longitude  52°  63'  17"  18'"  west.  Dividing  that  circle  into  unequal 
segments,  the  smaller  of  which  is  upon  the  south  Atlantic  ocean,  it  crosses 
the  south  magnetic  pole  in  longitude  87^  22'  60"  05'"  east :  from  that  pcJe, 
the  eastern  semi-circle  of  the  line  of  no  variation  takes  a  northeasterly 
course,  at  an  angle  in  the  direct  proportioiLof  6°  28'  with  the  terresnial 
axis  ;  and,  traversing  the  Indian  ocean  to  the  west  of  New  Holland,  crosses 
the  western  part  of  the  island  of  Java,  until  it  cuts  the  equator  in  longi- 
tude 117°  18'  50"  05'"  and  the  western  promontory  of  the  island  of  Borneo; 
thence  it  runs  thrbugh  China,  a  few  degrees  west  of  Canton  and  Pekin; 
thence  througfh  Thibet  and  Siberia,  crossing  the  arctic  circle  in  longitude 
110°  50'  60"  05'"  east ;  and,  dividing  it  into  two  unequal  segments,  the  larger 
of  which  is  upon  the  north  Atlantic  ocean,  unites  with  the  western  line  of 
no  variation  at  the  north  magnetic  pole  in  longitude  92°  37'  09"  65'"  west. 
This  was  the  longitudinal  circuit  of  the  great  circle  of  no  variation,  round 
the  ^lobe,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1837  ;  and  since  that  time  it  has  been 
moving  from  east  to  west  at  the  yearly  rate  of  32'  26"  on  the  equator. 

The  observations  that  may  be  made  through  all  future  time  will  confirm 
the  direction  and  position  which  your  memorialist  has  given  to  this  most 
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important  mag^netic  circle  of  4he  earth,  as  those  heretofore  made,  when 
carefully  examined,  do  now  confirm  it ;  and,  instead  of  proving  it  to  be 
the  indescribably  tortuous  and  most  variable  of  all  lines  laid  down  in  the 
magnetic  charts,  they  will  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  men,  that  it  de- 
parts not  from  a  direct  line  to  the  anoount  of  the  finest  filament  of  a  silken 
thread. 

Your  memorialist  begs  permission  to  refer  your  honorable  body  to  some 
highly  curious  facts  which  he  deems  conclusive  proofs  of  the  accuracy  of 
his  statements  concerning  the  position  of  the  great  circle  of  no  variation, 
in  the  eastern  hemisphere.  The  Encyclopedia  Meirapolitana  records  that 
Mr.  Yeates  found  no  variation  at  Canton,  in  China,  in  the  year  I8l7.  The 
longitude  of  that  city  being  113°  35'  00"  00'"  east,  your  memorialist  shows 
how  this  observatibn  agrees  with  his  statement  in  the  following  manner : 

1 13°  35'  00"    00'"  cast  lon^tude  of  Canton. 
— 110   50  60     05  east  longitude  of  the. line  of  no  variation  on  the  arc- 
tic circle  September  IQ,  1837. 

=     2   44  09     55  difference  of  longitude. 
--    6    28  00     00  maximum  angle  of  the  line. 

-  -     1    35  46     00  angle  of  the  line  for  the  latitude  of  Canton,  which 

is  22°  13'  north. 


10   47  55     55 

■*-  32  26     00  annual  rate  of  motion. 


=  20  years. 

Now  from  1837  to  1817  the  period  is  twenty  years,  and  it  is  recorded  that 
Mr.  Yeates  found  no  variation  at  Canton  in  the  year  1817.  The  same 
work,  however,  records  that  the  same  observer  found  no  variation  at  Bom-  * 
bay,  and  very  nearly  at  Madras,  in  the  same  year;  but  when  the  latitudes 
and  longitudes  of  these  observations  are  carefully  examined,  and  compared 
with  the  position  which,  according  to  your  memorialises  premises,  the 
magnetic  equator  must  have  otxupied  at  that  time,  the  seeming  contradiction 
will  become  a  confirmation  of  those  premises ;  for  the  magnetic  equator 
was  at  Bombay  at  that  time  and  also  very  near  Madras ;  and  upon  this 
magnetic  circle,  in  that  region,  the  magnetic  meridians  then  so  nearly  co- 
incided with  the  terrestial,  that  the  needle,  unless  the  observer  had  taken  a 
perfectly  correct  azimuth,  would  betray  no  perceptible  variation.  The  mis- 
taking of  the  magnetic  equator  for  the  line  of  no  variation  in  other  instances 
has  led  to  the  extraordinary  hypothesis  that  this  line  has  two  branches  in 
the  Indian  Archipelago,  arid  in  the  opinion  of  other  writers  at  least  three 
branches ;  it  b«ing,  m  reality,  intersected  by  the  magnetic  equator  in  that 
region. 

•  Your  memorialist  might  adduce  a  large  collection  of  other  observations 
in  proof  of  the  direct  and  undeviating  character  of  this  line,  in  both  hemis- 
pheres, more  especially  those  made  by  M,  Hanstein,  in  Siberia,  which  are 
adopted  by  theorists  in  favor  of  the  pleasant  conceit  that  there  is  a  second 
rate  magnetic  pole  in  the  northeast  vicinity  of  the  arctic  circle.  But  whilst 
experiments  upon  magnetic  intensity,  similar  to  those  of  this  celebrated 


[  »53  ]  26 

observer,  atonnd  an  assumed  point,  might  be  ingeniously  applied  to  ((Os 
the  conjecture  of  a  new  magnetic  pole  m  any  desirable  part  of  the  worR 
his  reports  concerning  what  are  learnedly  termed  "  isodynaraic''  lines  of  ter 
restrial  magnetism,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  latitudes  and  loogv 
tudes  of  his  observtl^tions,  fully  corroborate  the  eastern  longitudes  vhidi 
your  memorialist  has  given  to  the  northeast  line  of  no  variation,  in  its  count 
through  the  same  section  of  country  toward  the  arctic  circle. 

Tour  memorialist  has  now  only  to  submit  to  your  examination  cer^ 
recent  observations,  taken  at  sea  and  on  land,  with  his  newly  invented  mag- 
netic instrument,  called  the  Geometer,  This  instrument  is  constructed  of 
a  circular  steel  plate  made  into  a  ring  by  a  round  hole  at  its  centre,  throQgii 
which  an  axle,  in  a  brass  sheath,  is  introduced  to  suspend  it  on  a^te  plaaei 
Surrounding  the  ring  is  a  brass  circle,  graduated  to  degrees  and  parts,  aod 
reading  with  a  vernier  on  the  ring  itself,  to  minutes  and  seconds.  This 
part  of  the  inslrumeiit  is  vertical  to  a  horizontal  plane  to  which  it  is  attaclied 
and  which  it  moves  round  within  a  fixed  circle,  graduated  like  the  vertical 
one,  and  reading  with  it,  from  a  vernier  like  that  on  the  steel  ring.  The 
ring  beino^  magnetized  with  a  negative  and  a  positive  pole,  a  line  is  drawD 
through  their  axis,  equally  dividing  tlie  vernier ;  and  dipping  east  and  west, 
as  well  as  north  and  south,  it  has  also  the  peculiar  properly  of  giving  the 
true  terrestrial  distance.  On  the  15th  of  December,  1838,  your  memorial- 
ist sailed  from  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  packet  schooner  Repeater, 
Capt.  Jkice,  for  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  After  a  boisterous  passage 
of  eight  days,  he  arrived,  and  received  the  following  memorandum  frwn 
Gapl.  Rice : 

"Wilmington,  N,  C,  December  30,1838. 

"Doctor  H.  H.  Sherwood,  of  New  York,  came  passenger  with  me  from 
New  York  Jo  this  city,  in  the  packet  schooner  Repeater,  on  my  present 
voyage  ;  and  with  an  instrument  he  calls  a  geometer,  he  determiried  the 
latitude  and  longitude  on  Sunday  the  I6th  instant,  and  on  Tuesday  the 
18th  instant,  very  nearly  as  I  found  from  a  celestial  observation  on  SundaT, 
and  from  my  calculation  of  our  running  on  Tuesday. 

«  ROBERT  RICE." 

The  geometer  used  in  these  observations  was  adapted  to  nautical  pnr- 
poses  by  being  suspended  in  an  azimuth  swing ;  and  before  the  vessel  sailed 
from  New  York,  your  memorialist  placed  it  in  the  cabin,  and  took  both  the 
northern  and  the  western  dip  for  that  port.  While  at  sea,  on  the  I6ih  of 
December,  he  observed  the  northern  dip,  and  subtracting  the  difference 
between  it  and  the  northern  dip  at  New  York,  from  the  latinide  of  tbat 
city,  the  remainder  was  the  latitude  of  the  vessel.  Having  also  observed 
the  western  dip,  and  added  the  difference  between  it  and  the  western  dip 
at  New  York,  to  the  longitude  of  that  city,  the  remainder  was  the  longitude 
of  the  vessel.  On  the  18th,  he  repeated  these  observations,  with  theresulis 
stated  by  Captain  Rice. 

At  Wilmington,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  M.  T.  Goldsborough,  and 
several  other  civil  engineers,  he  determined,  by  means  of  a  good  transii 
instrument,  the  longitude  of  the  line  of  no  variation  in  that  latitude,  as  be 
has  before  stated  ;  and  also  the  longitude  of  Wilmington,  by  means  of  the 
geometer,  which  agreed  with  the  longitude  as  given  in  the  American 
^/manac  within  2'  17". 
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On  leaving  that  city,  on  his  return  by  land  to  Now  York,  he  tot»k  the 
following  observations  with  the  Geometer  at  Gerry's  hotel,  Northampton 
county,  North  Carolina;  at  Norfolk,  Virginia;  at  Dumfries's  hotel,  Virginia; 
at  Gadsby's  hotel,  Washington ;  and  at  the  house  of  a  friend  in  Sixth  street, 
Philadelphia : 

Gerry's  hotel,  Northampton  county,  North  Carolina,  Januarys,  1839. 

Face  of  Geometer  west,  dip  north  -  -        60^  60'  00"  north. 

Dip  at  Washington,  place  of  departure  -  -    — 58    25  00 


Latitude  of  Wilmington 


Latitude  of  Gerry's  hotel 

Face  of  Geometer  south,  dip  west 
At  Wilmington,  dip  west 


Longitude  of  Wilmington 
Longitude  of  Gerry's  hotel 

Norfolk.  Virginia.  January  2,  1839, 

Face  of  Geometer  west,  dip  north 

Dip  at  Wilmington,  place  of  departure  - 

Latitude  of  Wilmington  -  - 

Latitude  of  the  place  of  observation 

Face  of  the  Geometer  south,  dip  west  - 
At  Wilmington,  dip  west 


Longitude  of  Wilmington 

Longitude  of  the  place  of  observation   - 

Dumfries's  hotel,  Virginia,  January  5,  1839. 

Face  of  the  Geometer  west,  dip  north    - 
At  Norfolk,  dip  north    - 


Latitude  of  Norfolk 

Latitude  of  place  of  observation 
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Face  of  Geometer  south,  dip  west  -  -         J6°  40'  00"- 

At  Norfolk,  dip  west      -  -  •  -         77    38  00 

=  58  00 

Longitude  of  Norfolk    -  -  -  -   +  76     20  17 

Longitude  of  place  of  observation         -  -         77     18   17 

Godsby's  hotel,  Washington  City,  January  6,  1839. 

Face  of  Geometer  west,  dip  north  -  -         63°  06'  00" 

At  Dumfries,  dip  north  -  -  -    —62     42  00 


Latitude  of  Dumfries^s  hotel 
Latitude  of  place  of  observation 

Face  of  Geometer  south,  dip  west 
At  Dumfries,  Virginia,*  dip  west 

Longitude  of  Dumfries 
Longitude  of  place  of  observation 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  1839. 

Face  of  Geometer  west,  dip  north  -  -        64°  07'  20" 

At  Gadsby's  hotel,  dip  north      -  -  -    —63     05   00 

Latitude  of  Gadsby's  hotel 
Latitude  of  place  of  observation 

Face  of  Geometer  south,  dip  west 
At  Gadsby's  hotel,  dip  west 

Longitude  of  Gadsby's  hotel 
Longitude  of  place  of  observation 

On  comparing  these  results  with  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  these  places 
as  given  in  the  American  Almanac,  it  will  be  found  they  do  not  differ  eithei 
in  latitude  or  longitude  more  than  about  two  minutes,  whilst  ihey  generally 
agree  much  within  this  small  ainount  of  disparity.  Your  memorialist  begs 
to  add,  that  the  dips  at  the  place  of  departure  are  not  essential  to  the  de- 
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termidatioh  of  true  latitude  and  longitude  with  this  instrument,  though 
they  facilitate  the  operation.  A  few  rules  for  its  different  use  would  enable 
any  person  to  get  equally  correct  results  under  any  circumstances.  At  sea 
in  the  most  tempestuous  weather,  when  placed  in  a  double  azimuth  swing, 
with  a  weight  attachedfto  counteract  the  motion  of  the  ship,  it  will  act  with 
accuracy  and  percision,  and  the  influence  of  local  attractions  can  be  ascer- 
tained  prior  to  a  departure.  Nor  can  your  memorialist  perceive  that  this 
instrument  is  subject  to  that  diurnal  variation,  occasioned  by  the  oscillatory 
motion  of  the  earth  upon  its  axis,  which  affects  ordinary  magnetic  needles. 
lie  has  constructed  tables  of  diurnal  variation  for  every  degree  of  latitude, 
yet  finds  rhem  unnecessary  and  inapplicable  to  a  magnetized  ring,  in  what- 
ever situation  it  may  be  placed ;  and  after  much  careful  scrutiny  and  diver- 
sified experiments,  he  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  Geometer  is  an 
instrument  which  must  eventually  supersede  all  others  in  finding  latitude 
and  longitude  and  a  true  meridian. 

With  as  much  conciseness  as  he  thought  compatible  with  their  neces- 
sary elucidation,  your  memorialist  has  now  laid  before  you  the  more  prac- 
tically useful  branches  of  his  discoveries  ;  abstaining  from  any  exposition 
of  those  that  might  be  considered  of  secondary  importance  to  the  nation 
and  people  of  whom  3'ou  are  the  chosen  representatives,  and  obtruding 
upon  your  attention  none  of  merely  scientific  novelty  and  interest.  Selt- 
respect,  not  less  than  respect  for  the  intellecual  capacity  of  those  to  whom 
this  memorial  is  addressed,  has  restrained  him  from  anticipating  any  doubts 
that  may  hereafter  be  expressed  concerning  the  reality  and  validity  of  those 
discoveries,  and  from  alludinp^  to  any  unwarrantable  objections,  or  ungen- 
erous imputations,  that  may  heretofore  have  been  made,  in  ignorance  of 
their  true  character  and  value.  If  there  be  any  evidence  in  the  uniformly 
true  results  of  calculations  founded  upon  fixed  and  perspicuous  data,  then  it 
appears  to  your  .memorialist  that  his.asserted  discoveries  in  terrestrial  mag- 
netism are  as  true  as  they  are  obviously  important  if  their  truth  be  adnut- 
ted.  That  such  results  as  he  has  laid  before  you  could  be  obtained  from 
fictitious  and  fallacious  premises,  is  to  his  judgment  a  mathematical  impos- 
sibility; and  the  supposition  seems  to  subvert  the  foundations  of  confidence 
in  the  use  of  common  numbers  in  the  daily  transaction  of  business.  But 
that  your  honorable  body  may  the  more  readily  comprehend  the  abstract 
mathematical  principles  upon  which  these  results  are  established,  he  re- 
spectfully lays  befi)re  you  the  following  immutable  laws  of  magnetism  from 
which  they  have  been  derived : 

I.  There  are  two  magnetic  forces,  termed  positive  and  negative,  and  in 
their  action  they  are  either  primary  or  resultant 

II.  Each  of  the  primary  forces  projects  two  resultant  forces,  at  right 
andes  with  the  line  of  its  direction. 

III.  The  resultant  forces  of  a  separate  primary  force  are  more  powerful 
than  that  force. 

lY.  United  primary  forces  are  more  powerful  than  the  resultant  forces. 

y.  Forces  of  the  same  denomination  repel  each  other  with  powers  in 
direct  proportion  to  their  quantities  in  spaces,  and  inversely  as  the  squares 
of  distances.  / 

YI.  Forces  of  opposite  denominations  attract  each  other  with  powers  in 
direct  proportion  to  their  quantities  in  spaces,  and  inversely  as  the  squares 
of  distances. 
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YIL  The  positive  forces  repel  the  positive  and  attract  the  negative  si 
the  same  time. 

YIII.  The  negative  forces  repel  the  negative  and  attract  the  positive  at 
the  same  time. 

IX.  Each  of  the  magnetic  forces  has  the  power  of  imparting  the  pro- 
perties of  both  forces.  *  * 

X.  Repulsioas  expand,  according  to  the  quantities  of  the  repelling  forces 
in  spaces. 

Al.  Attractions  contract,  according  to  the  quantities  of  the  attracting 
forces  in  spaces. 

XII.  Expansions  are  followed  by  contractions,  and  coxatractions  are  fol- 
lowed by  expansions. 

These  are  the  laws  not  of  magnetism  onlv  but  of  universal  nature  also. 
Having  demonstrated  them  at  a  comparatively  early  period  of  his  life,  they 
have  euided  your  memoriahst  in  all  his  subsequent  investigations.  To 
these  laws  be  is  indebted  for  the  discovery  that  terrestrial  magnetism,  in- 
stead of  being  a  confused,  uncertaiUi  and  anomalous"  science,  is,  like  geom- 
etry, of  whicn  it  is  the  primeval  parent,  a  perfectly  exact  science ;  aod  by 
these  laws  all  other  sciences  may  ^  made  exact.  To  thenoi  he  is  iadebted 
for  the  discovery  of  that  spiral  ascension  and  descensiou  of  the  znagDetic 
poles  of  this  and  of  every  other  planet  which  causes  the  changes  in  theincU- 
nations  of  their  terrestrial  axes,  and  thence  all  other  changes  in  tbeir  geolo- 
gical constitution,  and  in  tbeir  physical,  moral,  and  socaal  economy.  By 
means  of  these  laws  be  has  discovered  and  demonstrated  the  angle  of  the 
magnetic  axis  of  the  sun  with  its  axis,  and  the  latitude  and  rate  of  motioD 
of  Its  magnetic  poles,  together  with  the  angles  of  the  magnetic  axes,  and 
the  rate  of  the  motion  oitliie  magnetic  poles  of  every  known  planet  in  its 
system.  And  so  ample  and  perspicuous  are  the  data  thus  obtained,  that  die 
most  abstruse  calculations  in  universal  astronomy  may  be  simplified  to  the 
capacity  of  every  ordinary  understanding.  By  means  of  these  laws^  secrecs 
of  nature  and  of  futurity  now  veiled  on  me.  heights  of  that  intellectual  emi- 
nence £rpm  which  the  human  mind  has  long  since  descended,  or  preserved 
only  in  the  ambiguous  language  of  seers^  and  in  the  uninterpreted  syndxds 
of  ancient  mysteries  and  secret  fraternities,  may  at  length  be  revealed  ibr 
the  Improvementi  the  elevation^  and  the  happiness  of  mankind.  Uodei 
these  impressions  your  memorialist  re^pectfttlly  urges  his  petition. 

H-  BL  SHERWOOD. 
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